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GODS REVENGE 


AGAINST THE 


CRYINGand EXECR ABLE 
SINNE 
(W1LFuL and PREMEDITATED) 


MURTHER. 


With His Miraculous Diſcoveries, and Severe Puniſhment thereof. 


In Thirty ſeveral 
TRAGICA L HISTORIES 


(Digeſted into ſix Books) committed in divers Coun- 
treys beyond the SE As, | 


Never Publiſhed or Impriated in any other Language. 


Hiſtories which contain great variety of mournful and Memorable Ac- 


cidents, Hiſtorical, Moral, and Divine very neceſſary toreſtrain and deterus 
from the bloody Sin, which in theſe our days makes ſo ample, and large a Progreſſion. - 


With a TABLE of all che ſeveral Letters and Challenges contained in the whole fix Books, 
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TO MY 
Sacred Soveraign 


CHARLES 
KING of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, 
Defendor of the Faith, &c. 


$ Rivers though in their paſſing they fall into many 
Neighbour Currents, yet finally empty themſelves 
into the Sea, ſo let theſe my poor Labours ( though 


this your Realm be ſuffered at laſt to terminate in 
the Occan of your Princely Greatneſs and 


Goodneſs, wherernto all wertuous indeawonrs (as 

Re ſo many lines in their Centre) deſere to b: united. * 
What privat reſpe&s might challenge of me towards their Honours, the 
ſawvie towards your Majefty, will claim the Publikg Bond of common Al- 
legiance, whereby I am more eminently, and more univerſally obliged, I 
wr n0t ſo overweening of my weak Endeavours as to think them worthy of 
your Majeſties view, amcb leſs able to add any thing to your Royall Ver- 
mes 3 Rivers add nothing to the Main yet thither they naturally ſend the 
Tribute of their Streams, and if my loyalty teach me 20 do the like, it will not 
(Thope)be conceived as don ont of an opinion of Merit, but only out of a de- 


fire to diſcharge the duty of a Subject to your Majclty. 


And 1 amthe rather imboldened to this Confidence , becauſe I have for- 
merly adwventured the like, when to your Princely View, being then the Se- 
cond Hope of this Kingdom, I (about eleven years ſince) preſented a Tran- 

| A 


ſtation ! 


formerly Dedicated to divers IWuſtrions Peers of 


: 
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TheFplſtle Dedicatory. 


flation of a work of Monſieur de Refuges, intituled A Treatiſe of the 
Court ; the Gracious and Undeſerved Acceptance whereof, if it bath in- 
ſpired me with farthar courage, to preſent Ton ( now advanced tos greater 


State) with a'greater Increaſe of mine own labour , your Majeſty w1ll not 


(I bope ) condemn ime of groundleſs Preſumption. | 

The former three bed the Honour and Happineſs to be peruſed by 
theTudicions Eye of King. Janes, your renowned Fatber(of happy Memory) 
In whoſe inc able Indgement they failed not of Approbation,though de- 
dicated to Inferiour Names, the more ans | new encouraged to Inſcribe and 
Intitle the whole Sixto your Sacred Majeſty as being no leſs Heir of His 
Vertues, then of His Crown and Dignity. 

And one thing more( ariſing from the Couſederation of the Subje&t it ſelf) 
made me think a Preſent not altogether unworthy of y6ur Regall Eſtate; 
for the Contents of it being the Execution of Juſtice, upon the uunaturall ſin 
of Murther, where can it be more fily addreſſed , then tothe Great Patron 
of luſtice among us(God's immediat Vice-gerent ) by whoſe Sword(as the 
Miniſter of Heaven ) ſuch odions Crimes are to be chaſtiſed , and Innocent 
Bloud juſtly expiated with Guilty. 

And it may more fitly ſute with your Majeſty, who as you excell in the 
carefull adnimſtration of Juſtice upon all Offonders, ſo eſpecially upon thoſe 
(moſt hainous of all others ) the wiolaters of Gods ſacred Image, in the per. 


petration of wilfull Murther, towards whim: Cl-mencyeven changeth hex 


nature, and becomes Cruelty to the Weal-publick. Newer had any Land 


leſſe cauſe toj complain of too much Indulgency this way thes ours, 24 may 


well appear,both by the rareneſs of ſuch Occurrences in your Kingdom, and 
the ſevere windication of them, whenſoever they bappen, or by whom, or 
bowſoever performed. 

Theſe Hiſtories therefore, which may ſerve as a Looking- Laſſe to all Na- 
tions, ſhall to theſe of Yours be « ſpeciall Ornament and Mirrour of theig fe- 
licity,and ſet forth and publiſh Tour Praiſe,iu the peaceable aud quiet Goa 
wveranent of your People, whoſe Climat ( ſeldom or wever) affords ſuch 
Tragedies; zor will de,whiles Tonr Chriſtian reſolution ſhall continue 


prevent then: in the Spring,and to puniſh the lighter degrees rf Bloudine(s 


with due relation. The great Author of Juſtice(who ie Goodneſs aud 


Juſtice it ſelf) Jong preſerve your Majeſty to Vs, and the Happineſs we 


enjoy in your Sacred Perſon, ſo neer reſembling Him whoſe Authority 
and Image Ton bear. So prayeth : 


Tour Majeſties meſt humbly devoted WM 
in all Dutifull Allegiance, 
JOHN REYNOLDS. 


H1S 
PREFACE tothe READE Kt 


g Hriſtian Reader, we cannot ſufficiently bewail the iniquity of 

& theſe laſt and worlt days of the world, in which the crying and 

ſcarlet {in of Murther makes ſo ample, and fo bloody a pro- 

> *greflion : for we now ſcarce rurn ourear or eye any where, but 

we ſhall be enforced, either to hear with pity the mournful ef- 

fects, or to ſee withgrief the lamentableTragedies thereof: as 

if wenow ſo much degenerated trom our felves, orour hearts from our ſoul s, 

to think that Chriſt weree no longer our ſhepherd : or we the ſheep of his Paſiuret oras 

if we were become ſuch wretched and execrable Athieits, to believe, There pc... 
were n9 beaven, toward therighteoxs : or hell, to puniſh the wngodh. But, if we will eal. | __ 
divert our hearts from earth to heaven, andraiſe and ere our ſouls from $4- 

tag to Go |, we ſhall then not onely ſee what ndereth this diabolical paſ- M25 3347 
Gon-ip us, but alſo finde the means todeteſtand root it out from amongſt us. 

To which end it is requiſite, we firſt confider, thar Sur enemies, who op- 
poſe our tranquillity in this life,and'our felicity in that to come,are neither ſo 
few ip number, nor ſo weak in power, that we fhonld think our ſelves able to 
yanquiſh, ere we fight with them, for we have to fight with the bewitchio 
world, the alluring Fleſh, and the inticing Devil : not with three ſimple Soul- 
diers or poor Pigmies, but with three valiant and puiſſant Chief: tains, ſubtil —" 
to incamp, dangerous to aflail, and powerfal to fight, * ' 

The world,thatit may bewitch us to its will, aflails us with Wealth, Riches, 
Dignities, Honors, Preferments, Sumptaous houſes, perfumed Beds, Veſlels of 

o'd and filver, pompous appare], delicious fare, variety of ſweet Muſick, 
on Mask*, and Stage- plays, delicate Horſes, rich Coaches, and infinite 
Attendants, with a thouſand other inrticementsand allurements. 

The Fleſh preſents vs with Youth, Beauty, The {uſt of the eye, and the pride of 51.4 
bfe, with inord.nateaffe@ion and laſcivions deſores,with a piercing eye,a vermillion Colys- 
cheek , golden hair, and a ſlender waſte: and although it diſcover us not 
all theſe perfeftions ot nature 1n one perſonage* yet', he ſhews us moſt of 
them in divers, and ten if any thing wantto captivate our affetions, we ſhall 
hear them marry their. $yrez.voyce, to their own Lutes and Vials, or their 
dancing f:et. to thoſe. gf others: or-if this will not ſuffice, then Perfuming, 
Powd:ring,Criſping, Painting, Amorous killes, Sweet ſmiles,Sugered ſpeches, 
Wanton emoracings.and Laſctvious dalliance, will undertake to play a world 
in love. On the other fide, Strength, Nunbleneſs, Agility of body , Sloth, 

FE A'2 Luxury, 
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Luxury, Gluttony,Intemperancy,Drukenneſs,Voluptuouſneſs and Senſuality 
will caſt us out ſofair(I mean ſo treacherous) a lure, as if we ſtoop thereto, we 
ſhall buy our pleaſure with repentance, and our delight therein, will prove 
our ruine and deſtruction. ; | 
And now, if neither the werld, nor the fleſh can intangle, or inſnare our 
hearts, Then comes the Devil,that roaring Lyon,who walks about ſeeking whom ho may 
devonr, that mortal enemy, and arch-traytor to our ſouls, that Prince of darkreſ7, whole 
ſubrilty is the more dangerous, and malice the more fatal, in that be transforms 
himſelf into an Angel of light, thereby to make ws heirs and ſlaves of his obſeure king- 
dom : yea, he will proffer us more, then either our tongues can demand, or 
our hearts deſire, forall the pomp, treaſure and pleaſures of the world, yea 
all that is in the world, and the world it ſelf , he will proſtrate and give us, if 
we will conſent to obey him, and promiſe to fall down and adore him; and 
fora pledge of his infernal bounty and liberality,he will puffus up with Pride, 
Arrogancy, Ambition, Vain-glory,Oſtentation,Diſdain, Covetouſneſs, Singu- 
larity, Aﬀectation, Confidence, Security; and if all theſe allurements will not 
Tevail to ſubdue us, he bath yet reſerved Troops and Forces, and another 
ing to his Bow : for then = ing his ſmiles into frowns, and his calmes 
to ſterms, he will give us Penfirencty Grief of minde and body, affliction, ſor. 
fow, difcontent, ' envy, indignation, deſpair, revenge, and the like. + 
Yes, ke will watch us at every turn, and wait on us at every occaſion : for 
are we bent to revenge, he will blow the coals toour cholar : are we tr to 
forrow and diſcontent,he wil thruſt and bale us on to deſpair ;are we inclined 
to wantonneſs, and laſciviouſneſs, he will fit us with means and opportunity 
to accompliſh our carnal deſires; orare we addicted to covetouſnefs and ho- 
nors, he will either cauſe us to break our hearts, or our necks,to obtain it: for 
it is indifferent to him,cither how or in what manner weenlarge and fill up che 
empty rooms of his vaſt and internal Kingdom. 
hus we ſee how powerful our three capital enemies are, yea, what a cloud, 
nay, what a world of ſubordigatemeans and inſtruments they have, not one- 
Iy to iaſnare,but to deſtroy us: yea,not onely to nn our hearts,but which 
is worſe, to make ſhipwrack of our ſouls : and from hence comes our miſery : 
yea, from theſe three fatal trees, w& gather the bitter fruit of our perdition. 
But agaiaſft all theſe temptations and dangers, againſt all theſe our profeſſed 
enemies in general,and each of them in particular: Wemay ſwim in the Ocean 
of the world without drowning, and pilgrimage upon the face of the earth 
without terror or deſtruQion,if we will confider,and 1n conſidering remem ber, 
that God is our Creator, Chriſt onr Saviour, and the Holy Ghoſt our SanGifler and Come 
forter - that weare honored with the reſemblance of God, 'whoſe ſtamp and 
character we bear,and inriched with immortal and Hvin fouls * which ſacred 
priviledges anddivine prerogatives lift us up by many degrees of excellency 
above the reſt of all his creatures, whom he hath made for our ſervice, and we 
onely to ſerve and glorifie him : That he hath made the world for a thorow- 
fare, and us as paſſengers, that we have no OY here, but muſt ſeek one 
inthe world to come:That the world is ours but for a ſeaſon, and heaven our 
atrimony and inheritance for ever : That the pomp and pleaſures thereof are 
ut tranſitory and temporary, and that the vanity t paſſeth away as duſt 
or ſmoak before the winde, whereas thoſe of heaven are both immortal and 
eternal : That eur Be 7s but —_— that fade, aud graſs that withereth,but a maſs 
of corruption, a tabernacle of clay, and a coffin of duſt and aſhes, that the beſt 


of its beauty is but vanity and deformity, and the end of its Bravery, but rot 
tenneſs and putrifaftion- If I ſay, weſpurn at the vanity of the world,contemn 
the pleaſures of the fleſb, and ſcoffat the temptations of Satay, ufing the firft, 


_ 


| zo the (hrifliae Reader, 
asif we uſed itnot, making the ſecond the Temple of the G 4rd mot the 
members of a barlot, and that we'are fo far from rape Ro Fes the third, 
Setting our affeions ou things that are above, and not on things of the earth: for if we 
will be heirs of the Church Triumphant, we muſt befirſt ſouldiers of the Mili. 3-2: 
rant,and ſo following the advice and'direttion of the Apoſtle, ſtand againſt all 
theſe our enemies; Having the whole ſpiritud Armour girt about us, as the girdle of Epheſ.5; 
Truth, the Breſt-plate of Righteonſneſs, the $heild of Faith, the Helpret of Salvation, an 
the $word of the ſpirit,not to catch at theſe allurements,or to be caught by them; 
not to ſtrike ſail,or ſtoop to theſe afffiftions, or to hang down our heads, as if 
we gave way to:them, or were contented that -our weakneſs ſhould yield to 
their ſtrength, or our joys to their afflictions : rather to ſtand up courzgiouſly, 
and toexpeland reſi manfully, codfidering that weare not onely heirs, but 
cobeirs with Jeſus Chriſt, 1n the participation and felicity of that heavenly 
Hieruſalem, whoſe joys are infinite, and glory eternal. 
I deny not bur affi:Ctions,& temptations may befal us, yea,l acknowledg they 
ore ſubje& and incident to the beſt and deareſt of Gods children, whom he wi 1 
try in the fire,to ſee whether they will prove filver, or droſs : yea,he will come 
with his fan and winnow them, to ſee whether they are Wheat or Chaff, Coin 
or Darnel : Butthe children of God ſhould rejoyce in tribulation, and account it Rom-5.4. 
exceeding joy, when they are tempted : yea, they mult conſider, that God tempeth = I. 
no man with evil: but itis our own Cconcupiſcerice that draws and inticeth us 
to it. In which reſpe&, we may juſtly fay, it isa folly to hearken to temptati- 
on, but a miſery and madneſs to follow and embrace it. 
ror why ſhould diſcontent caſt us mto deſpair, except we will reſemble the 
fooliſh Sailor, who abandoneth the Helm in a ſtorm, when he hath moſt need to 
uſe it? or the the ſimple fiſh, that leaps from the pan to fire; Or thoſe ignorant 
fools, who, to ſhelter themſelves from the rain, run into the river? For are we 
tempted © The Lord will hold us p by bir right band, yea, he will ov fail thoſs that pc... ... 
ſeek bim © For he is cur rock and onr fortreſs, oxr ſhield and our refuge, yea, although vial.g.10. 
he heth wounded us, he will bind wp our wounds, And that we may yet ſee a farther fl ; «2 
benefit, that accrueth to'thoſe that are tempted, let us read with joy, and re- © 
tain with comfort, that Bleſſed is the wan that endureth temptation, he ſpall receive James 1.12: 
the Crown of life which the Lord hath 0X? ar to thoſe that lave him c yea, they that : 
truſt in the Lord ſhall be as Monnt $103, which connot beremoved but abideth for ever Pal.125.i 
When therefore Gn_ other temptations)cholar ſo far prevaileth with 
us(or tather the Devil with our cholar)thatwe imagine miſchief in our hearrs, 
br lift up our hands againſt our Chriſtian brother;ler us then conſider what the 
A tels us from God : Hethat hater his brother, watketh in darkneſs, and know- , 1... 
th #ot whither he goeth : yea, He that lywes not his brother, is ot of God. Hath any: - 10. 
one therefore offended thee? why, confider he'is a man, and no Angel, and as 
ſubjett co ibfirmities as thy ſelf as alſo, that heis thy brother by Creation and 
Adoption, 'by Nature and by Grace, atd that he bears the ſame image and re- 
femblame of God, asthy felt doſt: in which regard thou art counſelled, Not ro ©9"04-25: 
het the Sut: go down on thy wyath : That thon ſeek after peace and follow its That we for- ColoC3.13- 
bear and forgive one anther, as Chriſt forgives ns, and that if we live in peace, the Go 
of Peace will be with us. | | 
"i. Bnt ſome there are (ycaalas, tootoo many) who are ſo hardned in theigt*®14-53 
hearts andfins; and ſo reſolute in-their wilfulneſs, as io ſtead of relliſhing, 
they: diſtaſte, and in ſteadof embracing, rejet znd disdain this Chriſtian 
advice and /counſel, opening their thoughts and hearts to all yanities, or 
rather drawing up the Slugees and Flood-hatches toletin all impiety to their 
ſouls,they give way to the'treacherous baits of the world,to the alluring plea« 
ſures of the Fleſh, and to the dangerous and _ temptations of the Devil, 
3 and 
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and ſocruelly) imbrue their hands in the innocent blood of their Chriſtian 
brethren 3 andalthough the murthers of 4be! by Cain out of Eavy, of Yriah by 
David for Adultery, of 4bzer by Joab fox Ambition, of Nabeth by 1ezebel for ma- 
lice, and of 7ebs |his ſons by Athalich for Revenge (with their ſeveral puniſh- 
ments which God inflicted on tehm for theſe. their hainous and horrible 
crimes)are prelidents enough fearful and bloody,to make any Chriſtian heart 
diſfolve into pity, and regenerate ſoul melt into tears, yet ſth new examples 
ingender and produce freſh effects of ſorrow and compaſſion, and as it were, 
leave and imprint a ſenſible memory thereof in our heartsand underſtaadings, 
therefore I thought it a work as worthy of my labor (as that Jabour of a Chri- 
ſtian) to colleC thirty ſeveral Tragical Hiſtories, which for thy more eaſe and 
per fe memory,l havedigeſted into fix ſeveral Books;that obſerving,and ſee- 
Ing herein, as ina Chriſtal mirrour, the yariety of the Devils temprations, and 
the allurements of fin, wherewith theſe weak Chriſtians (the Authors and 
Ators hereof} ſuffered themſelves to be carried away and ſeduced : Confi- 
_Eerivg, I ſay, the foulneſs of their facts in procuring the deaths of their Chri- 
ſtian brethren, ſome through blood, others through poylop, as alſu Gods mi- 
Taculous deteQion and ſevere puniſhment thereef, in revenging blood for 
blood, and death for death : yea many times repaying it home with intereſt, 
and rewardingone death with many, thatthe conſideration of theſe bloody 
and mournful Tragedies, may by their examples, ſtrike aſtoniſhment to our 
thoughts, and amazement to our ſenſes,that thc horrorand terror thereofmay 
hereafter retain and keep us within theliſts of Charity towards men, and the 


. bounds of filial and religious obedience towards God, who tels us hy is Royal 


Prophet, that Whoſoever maketh a pit for others, ſhall fall into it himſelf : for his 
miſchief will return upon his own head, and his cruelty fall upon his own pate. Which 
weſhall ſee verified in theſe, who ſeduced partly by fn, but chicfly by Satan, 
whois the author thereof, - forgot the counſel of the Apoltle, 1f any one be + 
fiiSed, let hize pray; and grieved, to pour forth their hearts before God: not confi» 
derivg the efficacy thereof, nor how Moſes made the bitter waters of Alarab ſweet 
thereby : yea they builded not their faiths on God, and his promiſes, on Chriſt 
and his Church, on his-Goſpel and hisSacrament, but ſpurned at ali theſe Di- 


vine comforts, and ſpiritual bleſſings yea, and trampled that ſweet. ſmelling 


Sacrifice of prayer under their feet, which is the antidote and preſervative of 
the ſoul againſt fin, and the Bulwark toexpel all the fiery and bloody darts of 
Satans temptations ;. yea, the very ladder whereby both aſpirations and eja- 

þ our ſouls maunt unto Gad, and his benefits and mercies deſcend 
unto us: and this, andonely this, was both the Prologue to their deſtruction, 
and their deſtruction it ſelf : the whichI preſent unto the view, not onely ot 

thine eyes, but.of thy heart and ſoul, becauſe itisa vertue in us to look on 0. 
ther mens vices with hatred and deteſtation, imitating herein the wiſe and 
«kilful Pilot, who mourns to ſee the Rocks, whereon his neighbors have ſuf- 
fered ſhipwrack ; and yet again rejoyceth, that by the ſight thereof he may as 
void his own 3 which indeed is the true way, both te ſecure our ſafety, and to 
prevent our deſtrution, as' well of the Temporal life of our bodies in this 
World, as the Spiritual of our ſouls in that to come. 

- I muſt farther advertiſe thee, that I. have: purpoſely fetced theſe Tragical 
Hiſtories from foreign parts, becauſe itgrieves me to reportand relate thoſe 
thatare too frequently committed in our own Countrey, iy reſpett the miſ@ 
fortune of the dead may. perchance either affli,. or ſcandalize their living 
friendsz who rather want matter of new conſolation, then cauſe of reviving 
old ſorrows, or becauſe the iniquity of the times is ſuch, that it is as caſie to 
procure many enemies, as difficult to purchaſe one true friend - In m_—_ Ice 

pect 


co the Chriſtian Reader, 
ſpet, I know that divers, both in matters of this, and of other natures ; have 
been ſo cautious to diſguiſe and mask [their Afors, under the yails of othet 
names; and ſometimes been 1nforced to lay their Scenes in ſtrange and wn. 
known Countreys. : | b 

For mine own part, I have illuſtrated and poliſhed theſe Hiſtories, yet not 
framed them accordiog to the model of mine own fancies,but of their paſſions, 
. who have repreſented and perſopated them : and thereforeif in ſome places 
they ſeem too amorons, or in other too bloody, I miſt juſtly retort the im per» 
feion thereof on them, and not thy ſelf on me; fith I onely repreſent what 
they have ated, and give that ro the publike, which they obſcurely perpe- 
trated in private. þ : 

My iatent, deſire, and prayer is,that if thou art ſtrong in Chriſt, peruſing and 
reading of theſe Hiſtories may confirm thy faith, and thy defiance of all tins in 

eneral, and of murther 1n particular; or if thou art but weak in the rules of 
hriſtian forri:ude and piety, that hereby it may encourage and arm thee a- 
inſt the allurements of the World and the Fleſh; but eſpecially againſt the 
| ws and enticements of the Devil, which may ſtir thee up either to Wrat 
Deſpair, Revenge, or Murther: that by the contemplation thereof, thou maiſt 
reſemble the Bee, and not the Spider, and ſo draw honey from all lowers, but 
ſon from none. 

It ſhall be the felicity of my thoughts, and the glory of my content and 11- 
bor, if by the ſight of theſe Hiſtories, thou reap any ſpiritual comfort or en. 
couragement in this Chriſtian War fare againſt the World, the Fleſh,and the De- 
vil, our three profeſſed and fatal enemies : or if thou wilt be ſo willfully neg- 
ligent of thine own good, as to ride poſt by othermens fins and vices, yet with 
leiſure take a curious and exaCt ſurvey of thine own, and in ſeeing them, not 
onely endevour, but ſtrive to reform them. 

If this firſt Book of my Tragical Hiftories work any good effe& in thee, in 
cauſing thee to aſſume and take on a reſolution to hate thele fins in thy ſelf,aqd 
to deteſt them in others ; then the five other parts which I owe to my promiſe, 
and the frontiſpeece to thee, ſhall not be kept back, or withheld thee, but in 
due time ſucceed this their elder fiſter : having purpoſely enlarged thee this 
my Preface, becauſe this one ſhall ſerve for all £x books, at leaſt, it the reſt be 
ſo happy to ſee the world, orl ſo fortunate, that the world may fee them. In 
the mean time, hoping that thy courteſie and charity will wink at ſome defe&ts 
and imperfections, which may herein haveſlipt either from my Pen, or the 
Preſs,and whereof the malice of ſome,or peradventure the ignotance of others 
may accuſe themſelves, by condemning me; I recommend theſe my labors, peur.;0.26. 
from their paſſion, to thy friendſhip; from their cenſure, to thy judgement - Plal. 104-31- 
and us all to the protection of God, Whois ovr life, and the ſtrength of our days. * 
To when be glory for evermore. 


OO -—_  —— 


Thy Chriſtian Friena, : 


JouN REYNOLDS. 
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HIS 


READVERTISEMENT 


TH TO THE 
ludicious Chriſtian Reader 


Soy Oe if] ag4inff Murther to the World, the Title, and my Epiſtle 
SA (to the Reader) of the firſt Book doth apparently 
= tcſtific : It is now ſome ten years fince that I publiſhed 


Y 2 


F IHat my promiſcowed ſix of theſe Booksof Gods Revenge 


the third thereof, ſince when, my time and leiſnre hath 
been ſtill ſo interrupted, and (as it were) cut aſunder by many difte- 
rent intervening accidents, that I along time both doubted and fear- 
ed that the three laſt Books would have abſolutely dyed upon the 
Defign:But I praiſe and bleſs God (he hath been ſo favorable tomy 
deſires, and fo prepitious to my intentions and reſolutions) that 1 
have cleared that doubr, and ſecured this fear; for now (by his {a- 
cred Aſſiſtance and Providence)l have fully and compleatly finiſhed 
them, 8 do here preſent all ix Books to thee in one intire Yolume. I 
am not ſo vain or preſumptuous,to think that theydeſerve to be ſeen 
and read of more Judicious; for my thoughts aſpire to nothing un- 
proportionable to my mean abilities, I knew it was a fingular great 
and excellent point of wiſdom in Socrates, who by the Oracle of 
Apollo was doomed the wiſeſt of Men,to confeſs and acknowledg to 
the world, That he knew but one thing, which was,that be knew nothing. 
But here, before I proceed farther, 1 muſt let the world know, that 
| I 
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The Kkeadvertiſement 

IT underſtand there arc a generation of people, who have been (o 
ſtrangelyigoorant;as togive out that chete my Hiſtories -arc not Ori- 
ginal;, 64 7 ranſlations, cither from halian Or Freach; all winch wich 
cqual Truth and Modeſty) I firmly,contradi&-and deny, whether 
they regard Matter, Manner,or Method, or Phraſe,Flace, or Perſons, for 
contrariwiſe L found out the grounds of them in my Travels, and (ac 
mincown leiſure)compoledand penned them,according to the rule 
of my weak Fancy and Capacity, they being fo, far from, [ranſlation:, 
that as I have hitherto refuled to imitate any theseiu, but my (elf, (o 
had I been ſo ambitious or vain-gtorious to have given way, or corm- 
ſent to it, ſ{ome friends of mine 1n Parzs, had fo Jong lince done the 
three firſt Books into French, from my firſt Opginal"there>f : But 
knowing Humility to be thefaireſt Ormamepntot a Writer, xd Mo- 
deſty beſhto become Vertuous Mindes, I have hitherto prevented ir, 
and do ſtill reſolve {o to do. | 

; Now becauſe as Idleneſs makes ſome. too curious, and Curioſety 
makes others too idle, ſo it hath likewiſeplealed ſome (not (o dil- 
creet as forward) to condemnand tax ſome of my Hiſtories for being 
too long, and others for being too ſhort, #81t I were bound to ob- 
ſerve and pleaſe their fancy, more then the truth, or mine own judg- 


ment,or that in the contriving and penning thereof, I were obliged 


to delight and content them before my ſelf. No,no,as long as 1 know 
menare as different in their opinions and cen(ures, as intheir conn 
tenances and complex1ons, I ſhall rather connive, and nat r rd 
their (worthy to be pittied) ignorance, and reſolve andconte + 
ſelf to contemu and pals by, rather then to eſteem or grieve at it, 
T hey will firſt Thope read, before they underſtand, and let me then 
requeſt them allo, that they will firſt underſtand, betore they either 


cenlure, or taxany part of what they read, and ſo Idoubt not, buc 


they will both ſce,and finde, that in the penning and publiſhing of 
the fc Hiftories (if I am not worthy of their Love, yet (atleaſt) RES 
unjuſtEnvy and DetraGion is every way unworthy of me,and that a]- 
though-manyBooks of theſe our time are not particularlya pproved 
and liked of tor the preſent, yet it is not impoſlible for the future 
bo:hroreſpetand honor them ; and fſoF leaye theſe uncharicable 
Zoyliſtsto llec , ſtanding in the fimplicity of their ignorance, if they 
will not be retificd and reformed by warnieg. And [will now divere 


my pen to the wiſe and religious Chriſtian Readers, who will know 


what ſingular good. ctfeQs it workerh in tucic hearrs, firſt to read 
with.underſtanding, and then to apply with chariry and prudence, 
| a EE, ; 
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zo the Chriſtian R eader. 
for whoſe fakes {otely Thave now added thele my three laft Books 
of Gods Revenge againſt the Crying Sin of wilful Mnrther to the three 
former ; for 1ſcnd chem to the publick good, wherennro all our En- 
deavors ſhould rend, to the Propagation ef Chriftien Love and Chari. 
zy among men, whereat all our Enterprizes ſhonld aim, and to che 
flouriſhing advancement of Gods honor and glory, to which all the 
rhoughts of our Heatts, and Faculties of our Souls ſhonld chi. fly 
aſpire and level. | | 

And becauſe Ecaliger affirms, That nothing ſo ſoon allures or draws « 
Reader to peruſe and read, as a ſtrange Theam and Argnment, Therefore 
this Path bcivg ſeldom (fever) rroden or beaten by any other, Iam 
ſo far from deſpairing as Iam confident, at leaſt, of thy Acceprance; 
if not of thy approbation of theſe my labours, and the ſooner, be- 
cauſe as thou haſt heretoforedisburthened my Stationer of the three 
firſt of theſe Books, ſohe(in contemplation thereof)hath now drawn 
the three laſt of them from me to oe Preſs, witha more then com- 
mon and uſual importunity;and Tthallbear this content to my grave, 
and T hope from thence to Heaven, that in penning of them all, I 
ſhall leave no pernicious Heir behind me, ro infe& Youth with Scur- 
rility, or corrupt their Manners and Inclinations with Incentives ro 
Lewdneſs nnd Vanity ; which as itis the ſhame of this our Age, ſvir 
ought to be the care of every good Man,to ſhun that which ſo many 
of our lewd and Iaſcivious Pamphlets do not. In writing hereof, I 
have conſecrated my Pen rather to Inſtruction then Eloquence,and 
to Charity rather than Curiofity,and have made my chiefeſt Care, 
Ambition, and Conſcience,to profit chy Soul, rather then to pleaſe 
thinc Ear, and to ſavour more of Heaven than Earth ; Yea, I will 
affirm with equall Truth and Boldneſs) that | have written it with 
ſo innocent a Pen, that the pureſt and moſt unſtained Virgin fhall 
notnecd to make her beautifull Cheeks guilty of the leaſt Bluſh in 
perufing it all over. 

It is with no ſmall{Coſtand Labour, that I firſt procured, then 
pennedtheſe Hiſtories, and havenow poliſhed and prepared them 
to the Preſs, as well for the extirpating of that Execrable Sin of Mur- 
ther (which cryes ſo loud to Heaven for Vengeance) as alſo to ſhew 
thee Gods facred Juſtice,and righteous Judgemenrs in the Vindicati- 
on of the inhumane Authors thereof, to the end,that(by the know- 
ledge and reading of them) thou maiſt become more charitable, 
and more hate cruelty,by their wretched and lamentable examples, 
having herein endeavored (as much as in me lies)to make my Reader 
a 


_—_— 


to the Chriftian Reader. 


a Spedtator, firſt of theſe their foul and bloody Crimes, and then of 


theic condign and exemplary Punifhments, which(as a dilmal ſtorm 
and terrible tempeſt from heaven) fell on them on|Earth, when 
they leaſt dreamt or thought thereof. 

Andhere to conclude this my Readwertiſement to thee,I religiouſly 
from my heart intreat thee to reſpet the Matter, not the Words, 
and the Importance and Conſequence, more then the Dreſling of 
theſe Thirty ſeveral Tragical Hiſteries, whiles, I will account and c- 
ſteem it a far greater Happineſs for my ſelf, to learn true Charity, 
and the true fear of God in writing them, then to preſume of my 
Ability to inſtru& and teach others by reading them, becauſe I may 
juſtly and truly ſay with Lipſeus That my aim and defire in publiſh- 
ing of them, Is not that I might be made greater, but better thereby, and 


Gf it pleaſe God) others by me. 


Wat Spiritual Fortitude, or Benefit,thou reapeſiby their know- 
ledge andcontemplation, I exhort thee, in ſtead of giving me any 
Thanks, to reſerve and give them wholly to God, who is the giver 
of all good things, yea, the Father of Mercy, and the God of all 


Comfort and Conſolation, to whoſe Grace I commit thee, deſirivg | 


thee to aſſiſt me with thy favorable opinion, and daily prayers to 
his Throne of grace, as I ſhall cverbe ready to requite thee with 
mine. 


Thy Chriſtian Friend, 


Fobn Reynolat, 
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RIGHT HONOURABLE 


GEORGE 
Loxd Marquis of BUCKING HAM, &c. 
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Wok preſumed to ſend your Honcr two ſeveral pregnant 


teſtimonies, as well of my affection to your ſervice, 
as of my zeal to your proſperity; notthat I perform- 
ed thoſe then, or remember them now, in regard of 
yout fortunes, but of your wertues 3 for I know,that 
to flatter, is to betray Greatneſs : @ vice moſt igno- 
ble in it ſelf, and therefore moſt improper for your 
Honout's rereit, of acreprance, fith your ations ſtill make it apparent to our 
Sacred Soveraign, and his mot Excellent Majeſtic #2 all the World,that 
304 are truly Honorable, truly Noble : And now to ſecond my two former ac- 
knowledgements of zeal and duty to your Honor, with this third, I, though 
in a <o jertows, yet more publick maner ) preſume to make you theWorthy 

d Noble Patron of the firſt Book of my T ragical Hiſtories, ( ſome of the 
mean obſervations and colleions of my ſlender Travels) wherein The 
Triumphs of Gods Revenge againſt the crying and cxecrable tin of 
Muther, are ſo eminent aud conſpicuous, that (except my hopes betray my 
judgement ) they are made obwious to the ſeght, and conſequently profitable 
to the ſoul of a Chriſtian ; and not toprophane either your Honors ears, or 
my pen, with the leaſt ſpark or ſhadow of anuntrath, my preſumption had 


not been ſo ambitious, to have committed theſe Hiſtories tothe Preſs, except 
(a) with 
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7 be Epiſile Dedicatory. 


with a deſere, that in ſome ſort they might thereby repreſs that belliſh ſin, 
againſt which they ſolely conteſt and fight,and which in theſe our days (with 
as much pity as grief ) makes ſo bloody, and ſo lamemtable a progreſtion, 


thereby to ſerve as ſtops aud prevertions, in our England, in imitation of 


the Catarre&s of Nylns, which kept Egypt from being ſubmerg'd with ber 
Inundation : Nor had I aſpired to ſbelter them uader the wings of your Ho- 
nours P atronage and Proteion, but that thereby they might finde the ſurer 
paſſage, in converſing with the different opinions, and the ſafer, in meeting 
with the ſelf-pleaſing Cenſures of the world and if your Honor pleaſe, ſe- 
le& ſome few hourers from your more ſerious and weighty affairs,and vouch- 
ſafe imploy them on the different Accidents theſe Hiſtories report and relate, 
1(with as mueb humility as confidence) preſume,that you will eſteem them, 


' if not profitably lemt, yet not prodigally, nor viciouſly caſt away, in the per- 


uſal and contemplation thereof. Howſoever, they proceed from his Pen,whoſe 
heart not onely admires and honours your Vertues, but rejoyceth in the Re- 
ward thereof, your Footunes for Ilive not, if inthe ſincerity and candor of 
my ſoul, I wiſh not that your Honor may ſtill remain firm to theſe, and theſe 
eternally fixed and conſtant to you ; and from your Honor, ſucceſtively te 
our Poltcrity, tranſcendently to your Name. 


Your Honors 
in all duty and Service, 


JOHN REYNOLDS. * 
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= Aving -been ſo often impartnned for a third Editi« | 


' fatiadion tathe* world, but to promre what-is 
"I £4 deſiccd; and anſwer a publike'expettation. Yer fees: 
}$J ing that thoſethathave done well intliexs former 
Ms " actions, bave made themſ{eclys debtors to the world, 
and muſt for their future reader a ſeverer account 
upon the {core of their old merit : I ſhall not excuſe myſelf from gi- 
ving the reaſons of this new Edition in folio, becauſe the two firſt 
were received with univerſal approbation. The which when they firſt 
came our,the ſparkling veinwhich ran through them, the ſublimeneſs 
of ſome parts, where ſuitable paſſions were to be expreſſed, joyn- 
ed with the rarencls of the narrations,and perhaps the compaſſion of 
ſome perlons, which made them wiſh they might not be true, began 
ro create ſuſpicion in ſome as if they wanted truth, the ſoul of Hi. 
ſtory: Upon which the Lord Abbot, formerly Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury, not willing ſo greata part of Gods Goyernment in the world 
{kould be” ſuſtained upon painted pillars, knowing the Auxiliarics, 
falſcaood ſupplics truth with,are dangerous, and always call'd back 
in hergreateſt occaſions, did very diligently enquire of the Author 
concerning moſt of the particulars, and was by him ſo amply ſa- 
risfied, that that excellent perſon, who was then fo great a part of 
the publike conſcience, did judge the Gentlemans travels moſt pro- 
firably undertaken, and his pains placd for the beſt advantage 
which he did declare to the world by his licenſe and approbation. 
Beſides, as a further proof of their trurh, I have ſpoken with ſeveral 
Gentleinen, who have had acquaintance with ſome of the chiefeſt 


Actors : Sb that thoſe Ladies whole perfeQ goaodnels delights to 
(a2) ſhare 
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T be Stationer to the K eader, 


— 


ſhare in the ſufferingsof Caſſandra,and pay their ceremonies of grief to em- 
ptie tombg,may let tall that celeſtial dew upon thoſe ſweet flowers 8& 
lillies,w* here grow about the graves ſomrimesof unfortunate faith, 
and clear innocence. That all this may appear more lively, I have 
added the ſeveral BrazenCuts, which repreſent the moſt conſiderable 
aQions, andoffer a yarictic, which-Tqueſtion not but will be agree- 
ble : for that which is more ſlowly deduced through the conrle of a 
larger narration, will at once be preſented to the view, and make 
the impreſſion ſtrike the deeper: For as Naturalifts obſerve,that the 
blood of that beaſt which dies the purple, docs then give the trueſt 
ſain, when he is killed at one blow : ſo tragical ſtories put into 
ſach order,that they may at once touch the ſenſe, doe moſt paſſion- 
ately move the affetions, which being the*main end of this new 
Edition, andthe trueſt benefit the publique can receive, to creatc a 


- horror in men of a fin which is purſued by God by thoſe puniſh- 


ments, whichare viſible, and not adjourned to the great day Tſhall 
reſt aſſurcd of the acceptation of the candid Reader, and' remain, 
Yours to ſerve you, 


W. L. 
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A: BSE; 
Of all the Letters (and Challenges) contained 


in theſe whole Six Bo© Ks; with the Pages 
where to finde them. 


| =. Mad & Page 
Ermanda to Betanford 6 
Betanford to Mermarida ib. 
Grand Pre ts Betandford. A Challenge 7 
De Malleray to Granid Pte. 4 chal. 11 
Chriſteneta #o Piſani 14 
Piſani to Chriſteneta ib, 
Chriſteneta to Piſani ib. 
Proms to Chriſteneta bp; 19 
Baſparino to Piſani. AChal, 22 
Joſlelioa to Mortaighe. 32 
Joſſelina fo Calintha 33 
Calintha to Joſlelina 37 
Alſemero to Beatrice- Joana 38 
Beatrice-Joana to Alſemero ib. 
Alſemero to Beatrice-Joana 47 
Beatrice- Joana to Alſemero ib. 
Tomaſo to Alonſo Piracquo 49 
Tomaſo Piracquo to Alſemero. A chal. 
54 
Book IT. 

Sypontus fo Vitoryna 32 
Sypontus 70 Victoryn1 84 
Vitoryna to Sypontus 85 
Syponrus to Victoryna th, 
Antcn'o !o Berinthia . 
Berinthia to Antonio 79 
Antonio to Berinthia fs) 
Berinthia to Antonio 82 
Antonio to Berinthia ib. 
' Vilarezo to Sebaſtiano 35 
Sebaſtian» to Antonio, A chat. 86 
Poligny to Lautieta 96 
uriete to Poligny tb, 
Belvile to Poligny. A chal, 97 
La Palaltere /o Poligny 99 
Poligny to La Palaifiere ib, 
Belvile to Laurieta 192 
Laurieta to Bclvile 103 


Petina to Caſtelhovo 114 
Caſtelnovoto Perina 115 
Perina to Caſtelnovo 115 
GCaſtelnoyo to Perina 117 
Caſtelnovo fo his Son Caſtelnovo ib. 
Brellati to Bertolini. 4 chal. 12 
Sturio ts Paulina 12 
Paulina to Sturio ib. 
Sturio ts Bettolini. Achal. 130 
; Book, 11. 
Vaumartin to De Salez. Achal, 149 
De Salez to Vaumartin ib, 
Vaumiartin to De Salez 150 
Argentier to De Salez. 152 
Baretano to Clara 165 
Clara to Baretano 166 
Baretano to Clara ib. 
Clara to Baretzno 167 
Leonarda to Albemare 174 
La Vaſlelay to De Bremay 137 
De Bremay to La Vaſlelay ib, 
La Vaſlclay to De Merſon 139 
De Merſon to La Vaſſelay ib, 
La Vaſſelay ts De Merſon 190 
De Merſon to La Vaſſelay ib, 
Fidelia ad Celeſtina to Alcaſero. 195 
Carpi to Fidelia 198 
Fidelia to Carpi ib. 
Carpi to F idelia 202 
Alcaſero ts Carpi. Achal. 204 
Book IV. 

Don Juan to Idiaques 230 
Don Juan to Marfillia ib, 
Idiaques to Don Juan 231 
Marſllia to Don Juan ib, 
Don Juan te Marfillia 232 
De Perez to Don Juan, A chal, 233 
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The T able of the Letters 
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Don Juan to De Perez 


La Precover te to Harcourt 


La Precoverte to Maſlerina 
Harcourt to La Precoverze 
Maſlerina to La Precovente 
Borlary to Planeze. A chal. 
Planeze to Borlary 
Borlary to Feliſanna 
Feliſanna to. Borlary 
Borlary to Feliſannz 
Planeze to Borlary. A chal. 
Caſtruchio te Borlar y 
Blancheville to Beaumarais 


Champigny to Beaumarats, A cha/.286 


Beaumarais to Champigny 
Fermia to Moron 
Fermia to Moron 
Moron to Fermia 
Fermia to Moron 
Moron to Fermia 


279 


ib, 


294 
29 
#b, 


—_— 


Book V. 


_—, 


- 


Babtiftyna and Amarantha #o Streni, 


312 
Babtiſtyna 4rd Amarantha to Joquinns 


ib, 
Streni to Baptiſtyna 4a»d Amarantha 


313 
Jaquinta #0 Baptiſtyna ad Amarantha 


Amarantha to Streni 
Amarantha zo Babtyſtina 
Catharina fo Delrio 
Martino to Delrio 
Delrio tos Catharina 
Delrio to Martino 
Delrio to Cecilliana 
Cecilliana to Delrio 


314 
329 


332 
#b. 

333 
zb 


334 
335 


Father T homas to Cecilliana 


Caflino zo Sophia 
Sophia to Caflino 


-, Sophia 40 Caſlino 


Caſlino to Sophia 


Caſino to Sophia 
' Sophia #0 Caflino 


Cafſhino to.Sophia 


LaPratiere ty Valfontain 
Valfontain to La Pratiere 
La Prxatiere to Valfontain 
Valfontain to La Pratiere 
Quarbriflon to Valfontain 


Salyna to Vaſti 
Valti zo Salyna 
Salyna to Vaſti 


— 


; Book VI. 
Imperia fo Morofini 
Moroſin1 te Imperia 
Imperia to Morofini 
Morofini to Imperia 
Bqudino to Palmerius 
De Laurier t8 Du Pont 
HippolitotoRoderigo 
Rederigots Hippolito - 
Cervantella to Roderigo 

ominica fo Roderigo 
Roderigo to Cervantella 
Roderigo ts Dominica 
Cervantella ts Roderigo 
Sanctifiore to Urſina 
Urſina to Sandifiore 
Sanctifiore fo Urſina. 
Urfina to Sanifiore 
Placedoto Urſina 
Bellenda to Palura 
PaJura #0 Bellinda 
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A. TABLE 


Of the Contents of all the Hifories contained in 
the whole ſix Books. 


The Contents of the Firſt Book. 


HisSToryY L. 


n Autefelia cauſeth LaFreſnay az Apothecary to poyſon her Brother Grand 

i} Pre and his Wife ns. pe is likewiſe the cauſe that her ſaid Bro= 

ther kills de Malleray her own Husband in a Duel.La F reſnay condenn- 

$ cd to be hanged for a Rape,on the ladder confeſſeth his two former Mur- 

= |thers, and ſays that Hautetelia ſeduced and hired hins to perform then : 

Hautefelia is likewiſe - non And ſo for theſe cruel murthers they are both put 
s, 


to [evere and cruel deat TINS. page I. 


Piſani betrayeth Gaſperino of his Miſtreſs Chriſteneta. Gaſperino challengeth Pi- 
fani for this diſgrace,and kills him in the field : He after continueth his ſuit to Chri- 
ſtineta. She d:/ſembles her malice for Piſani his death. $he appoints Gaſparino to 
meet her in a Garden and there cauſeth Blanco and Brindoli to murther him.They 


are all three taken and executed for the ſame. P. 12. 


; | H1sT. IE. 
Mortaigne, der the promiſe of Marriage, gets Jollelina with childe, and after con- 
verting his love into hatred, cauſeth his Lackey La Verdure and La Palma to mur- 
ther both her and her yound ſon. The jealouſte of Iſabel to her Hsrband La Palma ## 


the c auſe of the Diſcovery hereof. They are all three taken and executed for the ſame. 
P. 23- 
H1sT. IV. 


' Beatrice-Joana,to ararry Alſemerogcanſeth de Flores to murther Alonſo Piracquo, 


who was a ſuiter to her. Alſemero marries her, and finding de Flores and her in 
Adultery, kills them both. Tomaſo Piracquo challengeth Alſemero for his Bro- 
thers death. Alſemero kills him treacherauſly in #he fleld, and is beheaded for the 
ſume, vnd bis body thrown into theſea: At his execution he confeſſeth, that his 
Wife anddeFlores murthered Alonſo Piracquo © their bodies are taken up ont of 


their graves, then burnt, an4 their aſhes thrown into the ayree A P-34 
IST, 


The Contents. 
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HIST. V. | 
Alibius -wrthereth his Wife Merilla : he is diſcovered, firſt, by Bernardo, then by 
Emelia his own Daughter + ſo he is apprehended and hanged for the fa®. p.47. 


—_— —— | — 
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The Contents of the ſecond Book. 


Hisr. VL. Me SS 

Icoryna cauſeth Sypontus to ſtab ahd murther her firſs bushand Souranz1, 

and ſhe her ſelf poyſemeth Faſlino ber ſecond : ſo they boih being miraculouſly de. 

tefed, and convited of theſe their cruel murthers, heis beheaded, and (he hanged and 

burnt for the ſame. P-61; 

HisT: VI. | 

Catalina canſctb her waiting maid Anlilva, two ſeveral times to attempt to poyſon her 
vive ſiſter Perinthia . wherein failing, ſhe afterwar as makes an Emperick, terme 
Sarmiata, poyſor her ſaid maid Anfilys, Catalina # killed with a Thunder bolt 
and Sarmiata hanged for poyſoning Anſilva. Antonio ſteals Berinthia away by her 
own con/ent : whereupon her Brother Sebaſtiano fights with Antonio, and kills 
him in a Cucl: Berinthia, in revenge hereof, afterwards murthereth her brother 

- Sebaſtiano : ſhe is adjadged tobe immmred '1wixt two walls, and there languiſhet h 
and ayes. P-7 5. 
| H1s T, VII. 

Belvile treacherouſly murthercth Poligny in the ſireet. Laurieta, Polygny's a;yſtris, 
betrayeth Belvilc to her Chamber, and there in revenge ſhoots him thorow th body 
with « Piſtol, when aſſiſted by her waiting-mlaid Lucilla, they likewiſe give him ma. 
ny wounds with a Poniard, and ſo murther him. LucilJa flying for this fat,is drown. 

{ ed in « Lake, and Lauricia is taken and —_— and burnt jor the ſame. 
HisT.1X. 
Jacomo de Caſtelnovo,luſifwily falls in love wi th bis daughter i I awPerin 2, bis own 
' fon Franciſco de Caſtelnovo's wiſe : who to enjoy, be canſeth Jerantha firſt to 
poy(on his own L ady Fidelia. and then his ſaid ſos Franciſco de Caſtelnovo, i 
retcnge whereof, Perina treacherouſly murthereth him in his bed. Jerantha ready 
to dye in tr avel of childe,confeſeth her two'murthcrs, for the which ſhe is hanged and 
and burnt. Perina hath' her right hand cut off, and is cendemned to perpetual im. 
priſonment, where ſhe ſorrowſully dies. | P. 107. 
H1sT. X. 
Bertolini ſeeks Paulina in marriage, but ſhe loves Sturio, and not himſelf: he prays 
.. her Brother Bre1lati his der ſriend,-toſollicet for him, which he doth, bat canzos 
prevail : whercvpon Bertolini lets fall ſome diſgraceful ſpeeches, both againſt her 
honor and his reputation, for which Brellati challengeth the fleld of him, where Ber. 
tolini kzlls kim, and he flies for the ſame. Sturio ſerks to marry er, but his Father 
will not conſent thereunto, and convey: him away ſecrectly : for which two diſaſters 

- Paulina dyes for ſorrow. Sturio fudes out Pertolina, and ſends him a len? 
ard having him at his mercy, gives him bis life at his requeſt: he afterwards very 
treacherouſly kills Sturio with a Petronel in the ſircet from a window : he is taken 
for this ſecond murther his two hands cx off, then beheaded, and his body thrown in. 
to the River. P.1 22, 
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The Contents of the Third Book. 
 "Hrs'T. x. LESS 
E Salez killeth Vaumattiri in a Duel; La Hay cavſeth Michaelle to poyſon La 
L / Frange; De Salez loves La Hay, and beeanſe bis Father Argentier will nos 
; conſent 


The Contents. 


conſent that he marry her, ſtifleth him in his bed, and then takes her to Wife ;, ſþ 
turns $trumpet,and cuts bis throat ; as he is dying, he accuſeth her of this bloody fait 
and bimyef for murthering bis Father —_ : ſo his dead body is hanged to th 
Gattows, then burnt .. La Hay confeſſeth thit murther, and likewiſe that ſhe cauſed 
Michaelle, to poyſon La —_ : ſhe hath her right hand cut off, and is then burnt 
alive, Michaelle zs broken on the wheel,and --—__ body thrown into the River.14 1 
; H1sST. XII. 

Albemaare cauſeth Pedro and Leonardo ts warther Baretano, and he after marrieth 
Clara, whom Baretano firſt ſought to marry : He canſeth his man Valerio to poyſor 
Pedro iz priſon, and by a Letter which dir yon bim, Clara perceives that 
her huschand Albemare had hired and cauſedPedro and Leonardo to mwrther her 
firſt love Baretano : which Letter ſhe raveals to the Judge 3 ſo he is hanged, and like- 
wiſe Valerio and Leonardo for theſe their blpody crimes. 161 

_—*  H1sT.XWll, 

La Vaſlelay poyſoneth her waiting-maid Gratiana,becanſe fhe is jealous that ber hus- 
band De Merſon is diſhoneſt with her ;* whereupon he lives from her : in revenge 
whereof, ſhe cauſeth his man La Villete to murther hint in a wood, and then marries 
him in requital. The ſaid La Villete a year after riding thorow the ſame Wood; his 
horſe falls with him, and almoſt kills hin, when he.confeſſeth the zmurther of his 
Maſter De Merſon, and accnſeth his Wife La Vaſlelay to be the cauſe thereof: (o 
for theſe thoir bleody crimes, he is hanged, and ſhe burnt alive. 178 

H 15 T. XIV. 

Fidelia avd Czleſtina cauſe Carpi and Monteleone,with thei? two I ackies, Loren« 

zo and Anſelmo, to murther their father Captain Benevente, which they perform. 


ne. 


| , Monteleone and his Lacky Anſelmo are drowned. Fidelia hang her ſelf, Lorenzo 


is hanged for a robbery,and on the, Gallows confeſſeth the murthering of Beneventez 
Carpi hath his right hand, then his head cut off ; Czleſtina is beheaded, and her bo- 

. dyburnt. | 194 

H1sT. XV. F 

Maurice like 4 bloody villain. and dammable ſon, throws his Mother Chriſtina into « 
well, = —_ = : the pra aw. = arm of his ke th be did it, _ away 
om his body ; and being diſcrazed of his wits in priſon, be there confeſſeth this foul 
y_ 1 murther hy the bk be is binge —_ = 
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The Contents of the fourth Book. 


H1sT. XVI. 
Tee canſeth his ſon Don Ivan to marry Marſillia, then commits Adultery a 


Inceſt with her:ſhe makes her father in law Ideaques to poyſon his oldwife Honoria, 
nd likewiſe makes her own Brother de Perez to kill her Chamber-maid Mathuri- 
naz Don Ivan afterwyrds kills de Perez ir a Duel; Marſillia hath ber brains daſht 
ont by « horſe, and her body is afterwards condemned to be burnt ; Idiaques is be« 
headed, his body conſumed to afh3s, and thrown into the aire. 225 
| HrisT. XVIL | 

Harcourt ſteals away his Brother Vimorves wife, Maſſerina, and keeps her in Adiil- 
fery : She hireth Tivoly ( an Italian Mountebank) to poyſon La Precoverte, who 
was Harcourts Wife : Harcourt kills his brother Vimory, and then marries his 
Widow Maſlerina : Tivoly is hanged for a robbery, and at his execution accuſeth 
Maſlerina for hiring hin ts poyſox La Precoverte, for the which ſhe is likewiſe 
hargged : Noel (who was Harcourts man) on his death-bed ſuſpeFeth and accuſeth 
his ſaid Maſter, for killing of his Brother Vimory, whereof Harcourt being found 
qwilty, he is broken alive on a wheel for the ſame. 24 j 
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The Contents. 


H1sT. XVUI. 
Romero(the Lacky of Borlary) k:lls Radegonda, the Chamber-maid of the Lady 
Feliſanna in the ftreet, and is hanged for theſame ; Borlary afterwards bireth Ca. 
ſtruchio (as Apothecary) to poyſox ber busband Seignior Planeze, for the which 
Caſtruchios hanged; and h15 body thrown into the River, and Borlary is behead- 
ed, and then burnt. , ke $6yss 3 260 
H1sT. XIX. 


Beaumarays,a#d his 3rother Montaigne,&/Þ Champigny, aud Marin (bis ſecond) 
in a Duel; Blancheville (the Widow,of Champigny ) 1z revenge thereof hireth Le 

. Valley, (who was ſervant to Beaumarays) to murther his ſaid Maſter with a Piſtol, 
the which he doth, for thewhich Le Waſley is broken on « Wheel, and Blancheville 
banged for the ſame, (als. 4 & > | 277 
Lorenzo miribereth his wife Fermi he ſome twenty years after (as altogether un- 
. known) robbeth bis (and her) ſon Themaſo, who likewiſe (19t knowing Lorenzo to 
be his Father) doth accuſe him for that rebbery, for the which beis hanged. 291 


The'Contengs of the Fifth Book. 


| H15ST. XXI. 
Abtiſtyna and Amarantha poyſon their eldeſt ſiſter Jaquinta, after which Ama- 
rantha cau/eth ber ſervants, Bernardo and Pierya to ſtifle her elder ſiſter Bab= 
tiſtyna i= beo bed, Bernardo flying away, breaks his neck with a fall off his Hore, 
Pierya zs þanged for the ſame, jo.likewiſe is Amarantha, ard her body after burnt : 
 Bernfrdo being buried, his body is again taken up, ard hanged to the Gallows by his 
; feet, then burnt, and his aſhes thrown in the River. 30g 
H1sT. XXII. | 
Martino poyſoneth his Brother Pedro,andawnrthereth Monfredo in the ſtreet : He af. 
terwards grows mad, and in his confeſſion reveats both theſe murthers to Father 
Thomas I: Ghoſtly Father, who after ds dying, reveal- it by his Letter to Cecil- 
liana, whg t#as widow to Monfredo, and fefier to Pedro and Martino. Martina 
hath firſt his right hand cut off, and then is hanged for the ſame. 327 
H1isT. XXII. 
Alphonſo peyſoneth his own Mother Sophia, and after ſhoots and kills Caſſino (a: he 
was walking in his Garden) with a ſhort Muket (or Carabine) from a window, He 
7s beheaded for thoſe two murthers, then burnt, and his aſhes thrown into the River. 


45 

H1sT. XXIV. | _y 
Pont Chauſey kills La Roche iz 4 Cuel.Quatbrifſon cauſeth Moncallier (an Aps- 
thecary to poy/on his own Brother Valfontaine, Moncallier after falls, and breaks 
his neck from a pair of ſtairs. Quatbrition Likewiſe cauſeth his F athers Miller 
Pierot to wwrther, and ſtrangle Marieta in ber bed, and to throw her body ints bis 
Mill-pond. Pierot the Miller is broken alive on a wheel, and Quatbriſſon flrj? 


beheaded, then bunrt for the ſame. 
; | 4 H1sT. XXV. mY 


Vaſti frſt muerthereth his Sox George, and next poyſoneth his own wife Heſter, and 
being afterwards almoſt killed by a mad Kul in the fields, he revealeth theſe his two 
murthers, for the which he is firſt hanged, and then burnt. 377 
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The Contents of the ſixth Book. 


H1sT. XXVI. 
Mperia for the love ſhe bears to young Morolini, ſeduceth and canſeth him( with hit. 
| fo. conſorts, Aſtonicus and Donato) to ſbifle to death her old husband Palmerius 
in his bed : Morofini mis fortunately letting fall bis glovesin Palmerius his chamber 
that night which he did :t ; They are found by Richardo the Nephew of Palmerius, 
| who knows them to be Morofinies, and dothhereupon accuſe him and his Aunt Im- 
3 peria, for the mmrther of his VUnclwb $0 they, together with their acceſſaries Aſtoni- 
4 cus aud Donato, are a'l four of them apprehended and hanged for the ſame. p.395 
= H1sT. XXVII. : 
7 Father Juſtinian a Prieſt, and Adrian an Inn-keeper, poyſon de Laurier, whowas 
72 lodged in his houſe, and then bury him in his Orchard ; where a moneth after a Wolf 
digs him up,and devours 4 great part of his body;which FatherJuſtinian and Adrian 
bi under ſtanding, they flie upon the ſame, but are afterwards both of them apprehended 
b: and hanged for it. 418 
1 HisT. XXVIII. 
Hippolito murthereth Garcia in the ſtreet by night, for the which he is hanged.Do- 
m'nica ard her Chambermaid Deniſa poyſonetb her huchand Roderigoz Deniſa 
afterwards ſtrangleth her own new born Babe,and throws it into a Pond, for the which 
ſhe is hanged; on the Ladder ſhe confeſſed that ſhe was acceſſary, with her Lady Do- 
minica, iz the poyſoning of her busband Roderigo; for the which Dominica is 
apprehended, and likewiſe hanged. 433 
iſeef mk Gt þ childe, awd then afterwards 
Sandtifiore (»por promiſe ef marriage) gets a with childe, awd then afterwar 
very AS and treacherouſly rejeFeth her, and marries Bertranna:Urſina be- 
ing ſenſible of this her diſgrace, diſguiſeth her ſelf in a Friers habit, and with a caſe 
of Piſtols kills SanQifiore 4s he 3s walking int flelds, for the which ſhe is banged, 


445 
His T. XXX. 

De Mora treacheroufly kills Palura iz « Dvel with two Piftols : His Lady Belli 
with the aid of her Gentleman Uſher Ferall oneth her husband De Mora, 
afterwards ſhe marrieth and nurthereth her fl band Ferallo in his bed; ſo fhe 

; is burwt alive for this her lift meurther, and ber aſhes thrown into the air for the ffs 

44 
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The Triumphsof Gods revenge againſt the Crying 
and Execrable Sinne of Murther. 


HISTORY I. 


Hautefelia cauſeth La Freſnay an Apoth-cery, to poy ſon ber Brother Grand Pre and his Wife Mermanda, 
and ii likewiſe the cauſe that ber ſeid Brother kills D: Mallcray ber own Hushand in « Duel:La Pre(- 

. nay condemned to be hanged for a Rape; on the Ladder confeſſeth bis two former Marthers, and [ayes 

- that Hamtefclia ſeduced and hired him to perform them ; Haucetelia is likewiſe apprebended, and ſo for 
the cruell Murthers, they are both put to ſevere and crucll deaths... _ | 


. 
. 


F our comernplation dive intoelder times, arid our curiofity'tnrn over the variety of ancicnit and 

modern Hitatize, (43 w-ll Divin: as Humane) we ſhall find chat Ambition, Revenge,and Mur- 

ther, hav2evzr proved trrall Crimss to th:ir undertak-rs p oc: they ace vices which (0 eclipſe dur 
| 


Gods Revenge againſt «Murther, Book. 


judgements, and darkens our underſtandings, as we ſhall not only ſec with grief, but find with repen- 
tance, that they will bring us ſhame for glory, affliction for content, and miſery for fclicity. Now 
as they are powerfull in men, ſo they are (ſometimes) implacable in women,, who (with as much 
vanity as malice) delight in theſe finnes : as if that could adde grace to their bodies, that deforms, 
their ſouls, or luſtre and proſperity to their dayce, that makes ſhipwrack both of their fortunes and 
lives. Iris with gricf and pitty (yea not with paſſion, but compaſſion) that I inſtance this in a 
Gentlewoman, who was born to honour,and notto ſhame, had not theſe three aforeſaid vices (like 
ſo many infernall furies,) lain her glory in the duft, and dragged her body to an untimely and infa- 
motisgrave. . It is a Hiſtory that bath many ſorrowfull ances, and which produceth variety 
of difaſtcrous and mournfull accidents : wherein (by the juft judgement of God) we fhall ſee Am- 
bition bitterly ſcourged; Revenge ſharply rewarded, and Marther ſevercly puniſhed ; by whoſe ex- 
ample, if all that profeſſe Religion, become lefie impious, and more truly religious, we ſhall then 
lead the whole courſe of our lives inſuch nd happy tranquillity,as(arming our ſclves wich 
reſolutionto live and dye in the favour of Heaven) we need not fear cither what carth, or hell can 


dounto us, The Hiftory is thus. | 
Ne Auxone (a ftrong and antient Town upon the Frontiers of Burgundy, and the free Coun- 
ty)dwelt an aged grave Gentleman (nobly deſcended,and of a vey air demaynes)named Mor- 
fieur de Grandwont, who had to his Wife a virtcous Lady, termed Ada ſele de Carmyegthe only 
Danghter of Adonfieur de Buſerat, a -_ Gentleman of the City of Dole. marricd couple for 
a long time lived in the greatcft height of content, that cither carth could afford, or their hearts de- 
fire 5 for as one way they grew opulent in Lands and Wealth; ſo another way they were indued with 
three hopefull Sons, Grand Pre, Valeneufe, and Maſſeron, and with two Daughters, Madamoy ſelles de 
Hautefelia, and de Creſſye a fair Pgſterity 3 they bleft in their Parents, their Parents hoping 
chemſclvcs blefſt in them z ſoas(ts the eyc of the world)) this one Family promiſed 'to wake many, 
(Epeckal fith ances of the five had already attained its tenth year) but God in his provi- 
c oadained IS. 
Grand Pre (asthe firſt na chicfeſt pillar of the Houſe) craves leave of his Father" that he might 
ſcrve his Apprentiſhip in the Wars, under the command of that incomparable Captain, Grave Mau- 
' rice, then Earl of Naſſaw, fince Rrince.of Orange; Vileneufe delighting in Books, his Father thoughc 
fit to'ſend to Poxt-au Mouſſony and dloting to retain Maſſeron with him, he for his beauty was 
p'd a Page, by that yalourous Marſhall of Fraxce, who ſo willingly and unfortunately leſt his 
in the Baftile of Paris.  _- 

As for their two Daughters, Hautefeila lived with her Parents ; and de Crepe they preſented to a 
great _y of Burgundy, who was long fince the moſt affliftcd and forcowfull Wife and Mother to the 

Barons rf ng, Father and Son, who were both ſlain by that generous and brave Lorayn Prince, the 
Knight of Gay/e. E274] | | 
K But behold che ncoocy: of Fortune, orrather the power and —_ of _ which 
- foon metamorphoſe our mirch ifito moarning,our Joyes into tears, and our hopes into deſpair : for 
withinche cowpaſſe of one whole years we ſhall ſee three of theſe fove Children laid in their graves 
' andof three ſevcralldeaths'; for Filenevfe wasdrouned at Port- au Mouſſon, as be bathed himſelf in 

the River ; Maſſeron was killed in a Duel at Foxtain bleau by Roſſat a Gaſcon, being Page to the 
\ Dake of Eſpernon 3 and Hautefelia dyed at home of a burning Feaver with her Parents ; a triple loſs, 
which dot not oply 3p their hearts and ſouls, but alſo ſcems co drown their cyes witha dcluge ot 


m LEArs. ,- - 

andmont and de Carny his Wife bets thus made unfortunate and wretched by the death of 
three of their Children, they ceſolve co home their other two, to be comforts and props to their 
old age 3 but their hopes may deceive them. Firſt, from the Baroneſs of Lux comes pj Creſſje,who 
NR her Siſter, we muſt now term by the name or rather by the title) of Hautefe/ia; who bath 
a great and bloody part toaQ upon the ofthis Hiſtory : after her very ſhortly comes Grand 
Pre from Holland, where (in divers ſervices) he left many honourable and memorable marks of his 


proweſs and valour betrind him. 
- Upon'bis arrtyall ro his Fathers Houſe, the lowr of all the Nobility and Gentry of the Country 
to condole with him,for the death of his Brothers and Sifter, azalſo to 5 ear) his ha 


return (an office-and complement which exprefſeth much affeQion and civility find Pre 
a brave compleat Gentleman, not inoutward ;bar in inward generofity and vertuc, not in the 
vanity of faſhions and apparel], but in the ions and endowments of his mind and body ; he is 
wholty addived tothe exerciſe of War,and not to _—_ of courting Ladies ; his delights are in the 
Cn and Bellona, and not inthe Palace of Venus and Cupid, well knowing that theone 
will him honour and glory,and the other ſhame and repentance 3 A ——— 
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and powdering of hs hair, quarrelling with bis Taylgr far. the falkion. of his Cloahy, dancing in 
Ot anneal ytarn been Aprons oe ing Spurs ; yea,he i 
bleth noe young ſpruce Courtiers, wha think ao Hoaven yo-heave : nor Paradiſe 10 that of 
their Miftris beauty : for he only praftiſeth.ciding of great Hayſer, | 


ing the Colours, tofling the Pikeyhandli 
himſelf 


obſerve the vanity of Que choughts,che 
of ous refalucions z for now we ſhall 


Pre is deaf to theſe r-queſts diſbarngement-and Þlemiſh to his valour, if 
he ſhould any way liften, or give car thereras the which his Facher perceiving and underfanding, be 
berhinks bimſelf ofa furcher invention, and fo refalvcs at Winter to leave the Country, and to rc+ 
fide in the Cicy of Dijon, (famous forthe ancicot Scat of tbe Dakes of Burgazdy, and for the pre» 
ſene Court of Parliament) char there amongſt the multitude of fwert Ladica and Gentlewo- 
men, wherewith that Ciry izadorned, his Son Grewd Pre might at laſt efpye fame Paragon of Na- 
cure, whoſe beancy might have power to ſubduc and captivate his afleRionsz and indeed (as the (c- 
qaell will (hew) rhe ovent anfwereth his en. 

For ona Sunday morning in Lent, as Gravd Pre weot to the Royall Chapell to hear Facher 7u- 
ſtiniax (a Capuchin Fryer) he oppoſiteto him eſpies a moſt delicate and beautifull young 
Lady, tender of body, tall of ftaturey fair of taing and cemplexion, having a quick and gracious 
eyc, fperion and excl armueand rk farre richer 

y, fo (| 


in the ions and cxcellencies of a true and perfeft beauty y, in a word, ſhe was 
fo lovely, fo ſweet, and fo pleafing to his as at her very firſt fight Grevd Pre could nor refrain 


from bluſhing, as being raviſhed with the {ſweetneſs of ſo fair an objeft, fo as his heart panted and *' 


ps us as being not accuſtomed ro encounter with fuck beauties, or with fach ſudden 
z akera 
: Now by chis time this young Gentlewoman (whoſe name we fhall anon know) could not but 
perceive with what carneſincfs and delight Grand Pre beheld her, and ſeeing him to be a 
young Gallant, and richly led and followed, fhee could not refrain 
cheeks with a Vermilion which gave ſuch grace to ber beauty, and fo i poor 
Grand.-Pre, as he could no refiſt the influence of fuch amorous afſaale 3 and now it is that his 
ſtrike ſail ro affeftion, and his beart doth homage to heauty, 10 as he revakes his former 
oplnion couceived againft che and dignity of Loyc, which he now holds crronious,and in his 
heart vows thac there is no fuch felicity in the workd, as to injoy the Lady of his defircs, whom his 
eyes and ſoul chicfly honour and adore : Bur if he be infnared and impriſoned in the foreers of her 
beauty, no lefic Is ſhe in thoſe of his pe —_— in the exterior de« 
monfſtration thereof; for as ho eannac keep his cyca from gazing on her 3 {© the feerny bac eo look on 
him by fiealth, or if ſhe cranigrefie that Dzcaruyn, ſhe immacdiaccly, in autward appearance, checks 
her eyes from ranging che lifts of modeſty and difcretion. 

But by this time, to che grief of our new Lovers, tha Scream is ended, and all prepare to depare, 
ſo their eyes with much diſc and unwilli for that time take leave cach of ocher $ and 
here Grand Pre a urn or myo in che ts doubly tormented and :d, firk wich 
phos d of his Miftris | 

name : Bat as Love rofines our wies, 
Page, vcr pom mecere 
thar ſhe is Madamoy ſell Mormenda, 
_— of the Court of opo—_—_ 

the more, in refſpe& no 
and thereforc omitting all other defigns 


dying her Lilly 


<A at en ES) A Rs ls, ts REA EAI a Aw 69 ts A cy es Ee SERIE. acts. > 9 
_— 
— —_— ! _ ==" Rene BE = A =———ASEESD — I _ II _ = 
——_—_— = =——_ - = I wet ED Seer es ———_ 
- =— . 
pa . i — _ - — _ DE - - = 


— eh © odd + OR oi. EEG. Cot Aer BO oo eo ene oe We 


+ Q—— —_— ————— — -_ -- 


Tae Reb en nk, Bob 


"8 
_ — 


or twoof his intimatcind farnilfarfriends,; infindates himſelf into her Fatheri Houſe, who. ab» 
ſcnt,whiles they entextaIiithe Morheiy he Funder colour of other conferenceJcourts .the'Daughcer : 
yea, how his affeEiofi is toherby rijan Eprees redoabled; becauſe :he {tes the; txectlency' of her 
mind's anfwerable to'that/of het perſo 65d now ſheeomming likewiſe to know himy. isas ic were 
wrapt'ap inthe —_—_— athowfand feet cofiterits; which ſs work on her affefion, (or 
Pay dr="ore inger)vs > thinks bimGll tappy tn ſeeking ſuch a Miſtch, ſhecftcemb hep {elf blefſt in 
finding a 1% 2704) 2004 DAB HEL V bfYg $300 Sf 0% ering of gy 2 357l 28 | 
Grand Pre finds his firſt entertainment from Mermaids tobe reſpeRtive and pleafingzand fo autho- 

rized by her courtefie and advice, he-taking tinic'at advantage, gocsto the'old Prefidenc'tiex Father, 
and bewrayes him his affe&ion to'hit Jand the defire he'bartr io obezin her for bis Wite: ſo 
having begun —_—_ he leaves his Farher Grandininl t& finiſh it, and continually frequenrsthe com- 
pan of- his bea Miftris Mernianile.. þ ul UNE Tet & (i 219699 53 0t ound nynant: wi 

Her Father Ereſſonvilled iſlikes not this Match, bur deerns& both agrecabl&and honaiirable ; only 
he knows that Grandmont hath likewiſe one onely Daughter, and himſelfone Sonz:1ohe infi- 
nitely defires to make this a double Match,” thereby e6-comraft a more! firmrand ſtrifter league: be- 
ewixt their two Houſes: this is propoſed and debated, as well berweer- the younger folks,asthe old 
Parcnits, and at laft ic takes effeR; 'ſo\arpurpolely ; firſt che conference, then the Lerters ſent 
from Grand Pre to Mermanda, and fro Mermande to Gratd Prez from De Molleray ( Greſſonvilles 
ISI from Hauteſelis t0'De Malleriy 3 becauſe the inferting thereot would make 
this brief Hiſtory ſwell into/an ample'volume; '- Theſe marraiges, tothe joy at the Parenrsy/ and the 
fweer content of their Sons and Datighters, are pompouſly-folemnized in-Dijen, with all varicty of 
Feaſting, Dancing, and Marking, ;anſwerable to their'degrees and dignitics. - But theſe Marriages 
fhall noe prove ſo fortunate-as is hoped, atd expedted) was Hymeneus invited thereunto, or if 
he were, he refuſed to come ; and' therefore Lucine will likewiſe ſave her Jabour, becauſe the knows 
that neither of theſe ewo young marricd Gentlewomenſhall live ro make uſe of her aſlitance. 

- Andhere before 1 proceed farther, 1 wiſh the event of this Hiſtory could give the lyc to this cnſu- 
ing poſition, That there is no pride nor malice to that of a woman; but. 1 have more reaſon to fear, 
than hope to beleeve the contrary 3 forno ſooner have our two young couples reaped the: fruits of 
Marriage, and the fclicity of their defiresy | bue we ſhall fee the Sun-ſhine of: rheir joy evertaken with 
adiſmall ftorm of grief, forrow, and misfortune 5 w we may. obſeryc and lcarny that there is 
no nor permaneritfelicity under the Sun, bar chat all-things in chis world, yeaythe world it 
ſclt is ſubjeR to revolution and changes '''-- The mannersis thus: -: Bo: ww 

- Hautefelia envies her Siſter in Law Sfermanda's advancement, and contemncs her own; ſhe likes 
not to give the hand to her, . whom ſhe knows is by deſcent her inferiour, and to ſpeak rruc,preferres 


- a Scarlet Cloak before a Black, and a Sword-man before a 'Pen-man 3 theſe. ambitious conccits of 


hers, proceeding from Hell, will breed bad bloud, and produce mourntfull cfte&s 3 yea, peradventure 
ftrangle her, who imbraceth and praftiſeththem. ' | + ih 

Mermandt is of a gracious and milde nature, Heutefe/ia of an imperious and revengefall ; never 
any married couple live' more contented, nor paſt more pleaſant daycr, than did Grand Pre and his 


. fair Aermanda for the ſpace of one whole year 3 wherein ſhe bore her ſelf | fa loving and courteous 


towards him, and he ſo kind and pleaſant to her, as their ſweet carriage, and/honourable and vertu- 
ous bchaviour, was of all the world (Hautefelia only excepted) hight praiſed and applauded. Bus 
Hautefelia envying Mermanda's proſperity and glory, becauſe (he could neither parallc: the one,nor 
the other,and ſeeing with no other eyes than thoſe of ambitionand covy,berthinks her (elf how 
ſhe might af her diſgrace,andeclipſe the ſplendor of her vertues and glory. When remembring chat 
the Baron of Betanford(dwelling not farre trom Auxone)fomerimes vitited her Brother Grand Pre, as 
alſo that he very lately had done her two unkind offices; the one, by buying a Jewell from hergwhich 
ſhe was in price with, of a Gold-ſmith at Dijon Fair 3 ' and the other, for retaining a little fine white 
Frizeland Dog, which his Page had ftole from her : ſhe thinks to give two-ftrokes with one ſtone, 
and at one time to berevenged both of the Baron and of her Sifter in Law Adermande. 
pe R__—_ Reader,whar ſimple reaſans and trivial motives this inconſiderate Gentlewoman 
for hey malice, but ſhe is reſolute therein, and as ſhe hath laid the foundation, fo ſhe will per- 
fet the cdifice of her malicy and. revenge 3 which:to effeQ,: ſhe ſends a Servant of hers purpoſely 
ncer Auxone, to her Brother Grand Prey and writes him a Letter to this-offc& : She increats him to 
come ride over to. her, for ſhe hath a ſecret of. importance | ro reveal him, ; which ſh: holds not fit to 
CONTIN and wichall adviſcch him co frame foinc other cxcuſe rowards her Huzband for his 
en comming. ULG « ;T FL 72 v4 bai.) Li:2g9 tt 
Grand Pre nrrived at Dijon, and is welcomed of his Brother and Sifter, /buut he diſcovers her to be 
more finrowfall than mrallomed's hi is ignorant what theſe clonds of her, diſc import, or 
from whence they ariſe ; but he ſhall know roo ſoon,' and bis curiolity.ſhall, pay dear to underſtand 


Hiſt. 1. Grand Pre'gnd 2Affermandnn 


it. Supper end:d, they terch a walk in the Garden, and fo he is condufted to his Chamber, where 
bis Brochcr in Law De Malleray giving him che good nighc, his Siſter Haure/thie with tears in her 
cyes informs him, rhat ſh: knows for certain, the Baron of Betanford is roo familiar with his Wife 
HMermanda, yea, beyond the bounds of honetty,"the which ſhe muſt needs reveal him, becauſe his 
honor is hers, which,as ſhe is bound by naturegſhe will cheriſh and preſerve as her own lite: 

Grand Pre ami22d at this range and unlooked-for news, is like one Iunatick, or rather ftark mad, 
he ſtamps with his toot, throws away his hat, now caſting himſelf on the bed; then on the floor; yea, 
and had not his Siſter prevented him, he had killed himſelf wich his own Sword : theſe are the 
wrerchcd paſſions of jealoulicy which tranſport.our ſclves beyond our ſelves, and our reaſons beyond 
the limits of reaſon ; and now this vile and malicious Sifter of his, _— of policy than cha- 
rity) uſerh many praycrs and perſaſions, brings him again 8 himſelf, and they conclude to keep 
it ſecret from all the world,bur wichall Grazd Pre'vows ſharply to be revenged both of his Wife,and 
the Baron of Betouforg. 31 BY | \ He LIES 

Hautefelia having thus broached her inveterate and implacable malice (laughing hereat like a 
Gyptic ) berakes her. (cif to her. reſt, leaving her Brocher not eo-{kep, bur to drive ont the nighe in 
W Incfic and jealoufic : whothe next morn (ſooner than-his accaſtomed hour) riſeth, rakes 
his lcave of bis Brocher and Sifter,and ſo very penfive and forrowtull rides ome. 192 5 

| Mermands finds h:r Husband ſad, and enquiresihe cauſe thereof ; ſhe praycs him, that if any gricf 
or misfortune bave befalln bim, ſhe may participate and bearxhe one half thereof, as the doth of his 
joy and proſperity : and as ſhe was wone to do, profereth ro kifſe himz but -he fleights'ker, and 
with much unkindneil: and difdain purs her off; whereat (h> is amazed,as not acquainted with ſuch 
diſcourtefic. After Supper (jealouſic wo chiefeſt diſh; and grief, hers) he makes three or four 
ſolicary turns inthe Court,and-then ſends his Paga tbr hisWite, whoberwixt comfort and grief, hope 
and deſpair, preſently comes to him,: He demands of her whether ſhe will walk with him 3 tbe an- 
ſwereth, thac his pleaſure ſhall cver be hers ; and (that therwill nioft joyfully(and-willingly waic on 
him wherc he plcaſcth : he brings her ro a ſolitary Grove, andcherehaving-choler in His looks, and 
fiee in his tongu=, be chargerh her of diſhonc ty with the-BarbooF Betadforde 1 - bis © 

Poor Mermanda, as it were peirced to the hcart with the thunder-bolt of this news, falls tothe 
ground in a faiptirig fwoon :' yeag) Gra#1 Pre: then Husbantfhath-rauch adoe' ro recover her; 'when, 
comming again tq ber ſelf, ſhe wichrrhany volleyrsof fighey 80d avvolerx of tears, purgertdher ſelf of 
thac impuration and ſcandall.; ſtk blames hifcreduliry afwbjeatouſie; xermgher accuſers devills- and 
ati wridgiatipanBagky her pretend egntinny; Milena cede. 

Betainford, yowihg ani "4 yen, Revcr attem nor 0- 

w» mouth — her the] "or of 'ſounchaft amorion, 1} 1 // _ , 

. Grend Pre wcighing her words, and feeing her bitter and tears, believes bis Wife, and 
ſo feecs both ber (elf and the Baronyprayes her co pardon/hint, 4nd vows har he will love herdearer 
than before, and for cver forget & bury the memonythereofia pe | oblivion and forgecfulneſs, 

.- Bur bis Wike-Mermanda, norwighitdnding this: ſabmiſlidelnncketcoriliadow-of her fusband, is 
Rill yexcd int Aids finding 3t: fie; ro adurtic grief, bus difficalt'te cxpell ic': ſhe knows noewhar” 
wdoy nor of: whom to rake advige bow ihe ſhould bear her (cif. inthis treighe and perplexity z'for 
well ſhe knows, that if the Baron of Betanford ſhould cometo vitic her Huzbahd, ias formerly he was 
accaftormcd to dey! ic would revive and conficm his jralonfiealthough they were both as innocene as 
innocency it (elf! Now, ſhe reſalyes.to write adg:Baron a Leetertorretrain her houſe : bar thes' fh& 
thinks it roomphindifcretionandpeeſuwpeien to attempr itz1orrhar the Letrer might be imarcep- 
ted,or her Husband have new? thereof 4 but againyſearing his comming, and encouraged through ber 
innocency; ſhe reſolves to write unta bm : which ſhe doth toxkineff&. * 'i: » 11 12 way lG 
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T is not with bluſhes, but tears, that op to write unto you ;, for indeed it grieves me to publiſh my 
Husbands folly, which by duty 1 know 1 amr bound t9:cnceal'; eitherihad I; ed it, but that grief 
and ty throws me on this exigent : for ſoit is, that my unſpotted chaſtity is not capable to defend bim 
from jea/oufe, which makes me as, much triumphinmune own lozalty, as I grieve\at ns ungrati and nw 
content te wrng Mes his folly, or ra ber bis frenfie bath refleftion.0n you; whom bettkes to be both the objebi 
and cauſe thereof, ;\ but as your innocency can jult ly warrant and dejend nine honour; and your banenc my 
innocency from theitraſi ſpaddom of that crame 3 ſathes we may bothieialeavour,' rathet to quench thay en= 
flame this his qrrogular paſſion 41 proſt humbly beſeech,you tg refrain our bouſt,and:urither 10 viſit we, nor 
be familiar with bing and ſo pttadventure, tame ntay wear away fromb;s thinghtr,abat wmbich at priſeut 
truth and reaſen cann, Tour relucexrt vertues aud true generoſity aſſure me of thit chartefie, 'the znbich EF. 
will repay with thanks, and requite'withprayers, thet your dayes mey beas infinite rsyour perfeions, and 
your fame as glorious as your merits. | 
q ry MERMANDA. 
B 3 Fhe 
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Gods >= artber, 


The Baron receives this _ b Mermanda's diſcretion, and laughs at Grand Pre's folly, 
extolleth her innocency,. his jcaloutic: he will be carefull ro preſerve a Ladics hanor, 
eſpecially one ſo truly. chaft _ honourable as Mermenda: he before had a purpoſe to ſce Paris, fo 
now this occafion doth both crown'and confirm; bis refolution'; he makes ready his preparatives 
and baggage, and ſo takes Coach for thar great City, which abounds with the greareſt part of the 
Nobility of the whole Kingdom; but his departure, he returns Aermanda this Anſwer. 


Tt Our vertues and my conſcience, make us as unworthy of your Husbands jr aloufie, as be of ſo chaft a 
Wife as Mermanda, and ſo true « friend as Bztanford : but as your affettion to bim hath ſtill ſhined 
in your loyalty, ſo it wnuſt now in your patience; fith be in this baſe-paſſion of bis ſeeking his own ſhawe, 
will at [aft aſſuredly find oxt your glory. Had bis folly revealed me ſo much as your diſcreet Letter, I 
would bave exchanged my Pen to a Sword, and with the hazard of my life, and loſſe of my deareft blood, 
made known as well to bim as to the whole-world, the trath, both of your chaſtity and honour, and of mine 
tonour and innocency : in the mean time I will both imbrace and obey your requeſt, and will mannage it 

with ſuch obſer ance ts your Husband, ſuch reſpe@ te your vertues, and ſuch regard to mine own reputati= 
o9, as I hope be ſhall reft ſatisfied of your chaſtity. towards himſelf, and of mine to you; otherwiſe I prize 
Ladies of your perfeGions at ſo bigh a rate,” and ſet Cavaliers of bis bunzozr and inclmation at ſo low ax 
eftcen, that 1 well know bow to anſwer his choler with contempt, and to requite your diſcretion both with 


Cyr and praiſe. ' 'BETANFORD. 


ery Joylally receivesthis Letter: but hers to the Baron produceth cff:& contrary to' 

Brio: Z for Grand Pre und of the Baron. of Betanford*s ſudden departure for Paris (av. 
jeal full of cycs)he fears a Plot him and his Wife, and ſo confirms his former ſuſpi- 
tion of her diſloyalty 3: hetherefore.converts his love into hatred towards her, and now (to ſhew the 
fruits and cff:&s of is jealoukic ) fefuſcrh her-his Bed, than which,toa chaftc and vertuous Wife no. 


thing can be more diſtaſtefull. .. -_ - 

comes wh Ie we 6 Mermends tears he hair, rgheth weepeth, woarneth, 'and' 
lamenterh/inſuch AIRY hk Gras in the world is capable to comfort her: bue ſhe - 
bglioaa/d diſcontemed looks, as the out» 


conccals her gr ef ſc rr ng 
ward heralds = het jnwi eh wo 0 

Hcr Huzbands Father aid Mother, ns de —_ this while know rohing of 
this —_ between Grand wr Nrayency oy bur their mp = Hon, —__ 
Hautefelid (whoſe walire.ncver every corner athers Hon - 
vertiſe her thereof ; whercat ſhe infiniely —_— and rejoyont. But this joy of hers hall be' 
bur as a breath on ſicel; of as ſmokgbeforerhe wind. 

Grand Pre this meann1ime: ich invetcrate rage, and his fie carries him+o ſuch ex- 
trear's, as he vows.tobe itevengedz firft of Betanford, then of his Wife, to which ef:& he 


pretends. 
buſines to: Chaglons:(avwhar will maliceleave unpretended ?) and taking a choice Horſe,a Page and” 


—_— with hin, hepafictha contrary way,:and comes firſt ro Trey, then to Brie-count Robert 
from Paris)where being very private'in his Inne, he wricesa Challenge, _— 
vo wt divers it him, andcommands him, at break of day to poaft withall 
Paabadete being arrived, to goto the Crown of France in Saint Homories Streety' a ered ts 
dcliver:ittoithe "ney Betenford,to take his my to retarn'the fame night. 
The Page toobey his Mafters co Eoin firly - Fs, the Baron,: 
and =o no Bop delivers him the Letter,who triage up 'the Scal, therein finds theſe words: | 


Y a ay GRAND: PRE, to the Barov of BETANFORD:; 


" rn: UA mf wv : 
nOn medaoerier minaſſ thax your: filfto inform you tn bow bs þ a netureyoubeve wronged me and 
= nanrr or Fes; uhh trve ſhame ſo apparent, : T bad rather dye thax' 
it-; ſoraeot to on'my malices-as you have done me your friendſhip, es fone gs ler 
fences, rhan pardonthic 5. therefore find'in not ftrenge that I requeſt yoru'to meet me on "Tharſda 
next, at five on fix; vicber- with your Sword or Rapier on Hor ſe- ack, org \foot at Carency;" oe Sues « leay 
from\Brjc-counrAobert, \where the Brarer heres ſhall expel you, -> conduGyou ſafely to a farr Me 
«bers without Seconds I\will attend: w__ Tris  impoſible for me to receive \ any ey atisf Gon fr to 
write z0u-the TE: byt.yourUife, oy mine, is capable to decide this differenc 
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Hiſt. 1. Grand Pre and «M ermanda, 


_—_ ; 


Ac the reading hereof, the Baron is ſo farre from the leaſt ſhew or apprehenſion of fear, as he is 
leaſfant and jocund 3 yea, he cauſeth Grand Pre's Page to dine with him, and after dinner, taftcs 
Lim aſide, and ſpeaks ro him thus : Tell thy Maſter, that I will not fail to meer him 0 Horſe=back with- 
out & Second, at the bour and place appoimed. The next morn he diſpeeds away a choice Horſe, which 
his Lackey leads, and abou ten of the clock, only with his Chirurgion, and Page, takes Coach, and 
comes that night to Carency, where he lodgeth. 

The next morning being Thurſday (the day appointed to fight) Grand Pre , pretending to go to 
the Church, ſends away his Page to Carency, to await and attend the Baron, and fo only with his 
Chicurgion hies himſclf to the field ; which he firſt entered, and immediately (beforc he had fally 
made four turns Jin comes Betexford,whom Grand Pre's Page had met at — and now condutt- 
ed thither, having only his Chirargion with himyand having left his Coach, Page, and Lackey, x 
furlong off, with command not to ſtirre, till they heard from him. | 

The Chirurgions (in ſtead of two Gentlemen for their Seconds) diſpoſe themſelves according to 
the Ocder and Ceremonies of Daels) to ſearch the Cambarants for Coats of Male, or the like : but 
they might have caſcdthemſclves of this labour and cariolity 3 for both the Geritlemen were too 
honourable, to have their valourstainted with this bate point of cowardize or treachery ; yeaziri mecr 
contempt thereof, they both of purpoſe had left their Dublers behind them. Arid-now beginsa Comm- 
bate,as memorableas bloudy,' yea - wieh ſuch valour, dexterity, and rcfolution, that as 
theſe timss infinitely admire ir, ſo ſucceeding ages will very difficulty believe it. pet 

- They come into the Field with a ſoft trot, and cach having his Enemy irr front, and being neer 
fixſcorc pacesdiſtant, they give-ſparres to their Horſes, and =: like ewo flaſhes of lightning. 'Ar 
their firſt mecting, Grand Pre runs Betanford thorow the left (houlder, and Bet#nford onely wounds 
Grand Pre in the right check, cloſe under theeye 5 and being excellent Horſe-meps they turn ſhorr, 
and ſoagainfalltoit with bravery and courage : in which incounter Betawford \receives a wide 
wound upon the brawn of his right armgand Grand Pre another thorow his left fide,which undoub- 
tedly demarat miorrall, and fo ended the Combat with his life, had not hisSword glanced'on a 
rib, and ſo ran outwards ; and-now they both retire ro take breath,refolving to afvance with more 
fury: they part again, Beta ford runs Grand Pre thorow the neck,and he Betaxford chorow the fmall 
of the arw,where meeting with the finewes and/arteriess it cauſerh the Sword to fallout of bis hand; 
whercat hc is cxtteamly perplexed and amamd::! | C350 

Here perchance ſome baſe Fellow (who had never been trained-up in the School of Honour, and 
therefore not deferved tho ticle of a Gentleman) would have wrought upon the misfortune of this 
accident, and defired no better advantage todifpaceh his Adverſary : Bat Gray Pre,whoſe genero- 
ficy ii this] commend, as much as 1 dereft his jealoulic, dorh highly diſdain to ftxin his honour and 
courage with this infamy, and ſ@ puts Betavfndow: of his apprehenſion and fear with theſe words z 
Baron, be conragious and chearfulf,for | will rather dye, than diſgrace my ſelf fo much,to fight with 
an unarrycd many and ſo commands'his Chirurgion to deliver him his Sword again. Betarford is 
thankfull co bim forthiscourceficy and vows h6-will never forger it, - &. ___— 

Now alchough their wounds do rather ingrain, than imbroder their Shirts with blood, yercheir 
youth is ſo vigorcus, their conrage fo inflamed, and their hearts {6 reſoſute arid magnanimaus, 
they neither can, nor yet will ref fariefed : ina word, they CO EE and 18 
wondery with their Swords; for bytthis time they having ran four ſcyerall Careres: apr or 
received ſeven wounds, and giverrGrand Proeten: but the lolſe of all this blood; (which now iffag 
from their bodits-cather by ſpowtes. than drops)'is not capable to cooÞtheir courages : and'f al-: 
——_—— ſweat, blood, and woundsy they rather Jook like Farics thanmien, yer they 'will' 
not refrain fighting. ES MR - 

Azd now their Chirurgiontgrieving and ro ſee thergas it were drowned in their bIgod, 
and-well knowing that they had'/performed mort than - they —— — ey both 
agies; and ſo rimvting with their Hats hoon) np ee en them to | et | 
ſhewiing theo: thac their Swords and Couragey had already wonders belief, ar t 
was pitty that Parents, Princegand Country, ſhould be deprived of ach reſoture' and valoroys Cas 
valicf, than whom, the world (upon fo unfortiuzert an accitithe cldomi feen braver + bu 
NIIES wind, and' r:cciveno other thanks, bur this from oth, that rhe 
baſeFtllows andknow not what belongs to their finftion and duryY and fo'rating and 
ing them away, thty once more divide thomſelvegand with fre reſolution and © 
ſpurresto their:Hockes ; but this incounter proves more happy'to Betexford, and more tn4< 
Grand Pre: for as he makes a thruſt to Betanfor4;' which mit and paſt under: brite grins withoi 
c_ other-harm than piercing and na 4 hisShietz Betenford all the courage 
and dextcrity'hetiad) can Graud Pre thorow the bclly into the 'reynes. 5 "which unforrunate. 


Gods Revenge againſt «M urtber. | Book 1. 


wound, as alſo witha talſe pace, his horſe then mad, he fell from the ſaddle to the ground ſpeech- 
lefſ:, ſprawling and ſtrugling, as if be were upon.the point to take his laſt farewell of the world : bur 
he was not ſo happy, for he ſhall be curcd of his wounds, and hereafter dyc a more mournfull and 
lamentable cnd. 

Betanſord ſeeing Grand Pre fall, doubtcd that his wounds were mortal}, and ſo alights : whereat 
his Chirurgion with a loud voice, cryed out, Diſpatch him,Diſpatch him 3 bur he calls him villain for 
his labour, when remembering the former courtcfic he had received of Grand Pre, in regiving bim 
his Sword, he like a true noble Gentleman vows now to requite it, and fo throwing ir and his hat 
away, he with out-ſprcd arms ran-to imbrace and afliſt him z yea, he prefers Grand Pre's lite before 
his own, and with at ible ſpeed commands his Chirurgion to bring and haſt thither his Coach, 
and to his beſt power doth aſliſt Grazd Prezin ſetting himup,in ordering and binding up his wounds; 

po ing | 

his Coach being come, he cauſeth him to be laid in ſoftly, and ſo he in one Boot, and the ewo Chi» 
rurgions in the other, their Pages and Lackeyes attending them, they drive away to the very nexc 
Country-Houſc,where they huſh themſelves up privately, and here Betaxford reſembling himſelf, 
conjureth both che Ghirargions to uſe their beſt ar and chiefeſt kill upon Grand Pre, and before he 
would have his own wounds looked unto, he cauſcth his to be opened;they dait,and both.concurre 
in opinion, that his lat wound is mortall; he ſces them dreff: him,and vows he will not forſake him 
in this extremity, but will be more carefull of him than of himſelf. Reciprocall and fingular de- 
monſtrations of courtefic and konour in theſe two Cayalicrs, which will make their memorics fa- 
mousto Pofterity. , 
Betanford fe:ing Grend Pre committed to ſleep, cauſeth his own wounds to be ſpeedily ſearched 
and dreſſed <-> BUS Who my and then takes order in the houſe, that Grand Pre be 
farniſhcd with all things neceſſary, as Chamber, curious attendance, and the like ; yea, he ordereth 
matters ſo, thatall things might be done with great ſecreſic and filence, not permitting any of his 
own, or Grand Pre's Servants tobe ſeen forth the houſe, to the end that the news of thele their acci- 
dents might not be bruted or vented. 

About noon,Grand Pre's ſpeech by little and lietle comes to him,and likewiſe his memory, when 
Betaxford abſenting all from his Chamber, with his Hat in his hand, cameo his bed-fide,and having 
curtevuſly ſaluted and comforted him, praycs and copjures him,as he is a Gentleman of Honour, eo 
tel]. hymwhy and wherefore he fought with him. Ah Baron Graud Pre) firſt ſwear to me on 
chin: Honour,thou wilt deliver me the truth of a queſtion 1 wilLdemand of thee, and then I will ſhew- 
thee. By my honour.and fidclity, replies Betaxſard, and as 1 hope for Heaven, twill. Then Baton 
(quoth he) diddeft, thou neyer wrong me and mine Honour, in being too familiar with my Wiſe 
Ke wade ? The Baron with many ſolemn proteſtations and religious oaths,clcars both himſclfand 
Mermandagand vowg that his heart never thought it,much lefſe his t ever attempted it. Where- 
at Graud Pre very,humbly intreats kim to excuſe and 'pardon bim, fich he underſtood and belecved 
he ntrary,which was the only cauſe of his diſcontent and challenge: adding withall,that he will, 
t] katy elem him 2 hi honourable friend, and as long as he lives, will affe& and love his: 
Wife dearer than ever hc had before. Ic is as great a happineſſ: to repair and reform errours, as a 
miſery.to commit them. . ©  * | 

The ron of Betenford ſtaycs very ſecretly ten daycs with Grand Pre at the Country-houſe, when: 
ſexidg his wounds hopefully cured and recovered, they reſolve to depart. Grand Pre kindly thanks: 

e d for his.life,. and all other eſics he hath reccived of him, and he as courrcoufly doth 

f The to raud.Pregfor giving him bis Sword wherewith he preſerved his own,and fo like honour- 

cimate frichds, they take leave cach of other : the Baron taking horſe for Pwris, and 
if zrand Preis Coach to return to Auxove, Thus we ſee courtche alwayes' returneth with: 
intcre | ST 
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De Malleray gricved to the heart for this beare-killiog now; 
dearly as his own life,without conſidering 8 weighing whether his Wives words were droſs or gold, 
believes her 3 and (o reſolves very ſecretly to acquaint the-Preſident his Father herewich, thereby 
thinking and preſuming that he would by Order of Law! call Graxd Pre inqueſtion for the fat. 

But old Creſſ-nville (having as well his head in eyes, as his eycs in his head::) ſeeing that this ſu- 
ſpition and accuſation had no firm grounds, ' that it was ani intricate buſinefſero find our, that ic 
would breed a ſcandall to his Fam ity; and eſpecially cdhis deceaſed Daughters reputation, ſich 
is thenature of calumny to aim at the moſt vertuous perſons,as Cantbarides do at the faireſt lowers ; 
that ie would take up the duſt of herrombe, and withall breed him an infinite number of potent and 
powerful Enemics : Therefore grounding his judgement upon theſe reaſons, 'and his reſolutions 
upon _ judgment,he holdsit beft to-ſmorher ir in falence,and fo to brook his Daughters death 
as patiently as he may. i 

De Malleray (eci his Father fo cold in this butinefle, | to be all in fire himſelf, vowing that 
he would maintain the honour, and revenge the death-of bis only Sifter Afermanday and his' Wife 
Hauteſclis, with her impetnous and CRE malice, blows the coals, and ſers an edge to this his 
reſoſurion : when that very inftant underftanding his Brother Grend Pre: was that Evening arrived 
at Dijon, he (conſulting wich Nature, but not with Grace) by a Geneleman of his familiar acquains 
tance, ſends him this Challenge. p | | I En: ad wb 


DE MALLERAY wo GR AND PRE. 


Should degenerate both from my honour and -bloud, if I were not ſenſible of thoſe wrongs and diſgraces 
you bave offered your Wife and my Sifter z they are of that nature, that I know not whether ber i | 

deſerve more pity,or your jealoufie contempt and revenge: ber death and your conſtience make me is juitly 
challenge you, a5 you have unjuſtly done the Baron of Betanford : Therefore to morrow at five of 'the clock, 
after drnner, at the foot of Talon-fort, in the meadow ranked with Waleut-Trees, bring either « fingle 
Rafier, or Rafier and Ponyard, and I will meet you without Seconds; the equity of my cauſe, and the un- 
Juftice of yours, make me confident in this bop, that as you loft your blood neer Br Rabers, you ſol 
new leave your life in the fight of Dijon; udge bow earneſtly I defireitotry the temper of yua heari/dnd 
Jword, fith already T not only count bours, by manutes.” ©: © DE MALLERA onde 


10 Gods Revenge.dg vinſ} OM wriber. Book, I, 
Grand th newly recovered of his Late wounds accepts this Challcnge, bur nor with 
cxeme wonler * Du Mallersy on ns he makes choice of 6ngl Ragir,and 
{ mect, where, withonc gr ceremony arow off their « er, vet 
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till the death of the one proclame the other vitor. 
ThiGen{haguniad geo gte | by podfp ewe from our Horizon to the 
_— purpoſe aot to ſec,or be acteſſary to this y Tragedicy when our Cham 
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Grand Pre ſceing De Moeller ay d vc+ thanks to God for bis victory, and fo mounts on horſe- 
back,and wich his Chirurgion poaſts towards Dole,a Parliament City of the free County, belonging 
ro the Arch-Duke Alberts, leaving De:Meliersy's Chirurgiong not to cureybut to bury his Maſter,oc 
at leaftto convey hit deal body to Dijzor;ſorPrefident Creſſreville bis Father to perform chat office. 

Whois no ſooner advertiſed of his Sons death, bac with tears he gives the Parliament to under- 
ſtand thereof, andcraves juſtice forthe Murther. The Partfament decrecs a power to apprebend 
Grand Pre ; bat he is not defirous 'to-loſe his head on a Scaffold : for by this time he hath recovered 
Dole, where ftayed fome theeo rogers, .bis pactnea and friends (by the favour of chat gene» 
rous and true-noble Gallant, wh, "HAR his Majeſties Licutcnaoc of the Province of Bur- 
guxdy)) procured and ent him his Pardon. : ; 
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Hiſt. I: Grand Pre and «Mermanda, 


Freſnay tobe the bloudy Aﬀor : theſe crimes of theirs, and the ſmoke of theſe their impious and 
diſpleaſing ſacrifices, have peirced the clouds, and aſcended the preſence of God, to ſuc and draw 
* down vengeance and confution on their heads 3 for although Murther be for a time concealed, yer 
the finger of God will in duc time dete&Xand diſcover it ; tor he will make inquifion for blood, and 
will ſevercly and ſharply revenge the death of his children. Fa. 

Bur Gods Providence and Jultic in the diſcovery thereof, is as different ag miraculous ;_ for 
ſom:times he protrafts and deferres it of purpoſe, cither to mollific or to barden our heartyasfeems 
beſt to his inſcrutable will, and divine pleaſurez or as may chicfly ſerve and tend to his glory :'yea,, 
ſom:rtimes he makes the Murtherer himſelf as well an inftrament to diſcover, as hee hath an 
ator to commit murther z yea, and many times he puniſheth one ſin by and in none a_ 
the Martherer fits moſt ſecure, and thinks leaſt of ic, then he heaps coals. of fire on his and 
ſuddenly cuts him off with the revenging ſword of his ficrce wrath and ws rg = 

And now that great and ſoveraign Judge of the world, who rides on the Winds in triumph, and 
hath Heaven for his Throne, and Earth for his Foot-ftool, will no longer permit Hautefelia and Le 
Freſnay to go unpuniſhed for theſe their execrable Murthers : for the innocent and dead bodies of 
Mermands and her Husband Grand Pre, out of their Graves cry to him for revenge, which like an 
impetuous ſtorm, or a terrible thunder-clap, doth in this manner ſuddenly befall and overtake them. 

Bo ſix weeks after Grand Pre's Funeralls were ſolemnized; whereat his Sifter mag 5nd or 
better to cloak _= HR) wept _— and was — to be the u—_ Mourner Ac _ 
Apothecary Le Freſnay, having gotten his money ſo cafily, thoughe to itas ; 
me a dine being in his caps at a Tavern at _— and his brains ſw and Een with 
ſtrong Wine (as Drunkennefſc is the Bawd and rto other fins) he ſtealing from the reſt of bis 
company, committed a Rape upon one Margaret Pivet, a Gitle of twelve years od, being the Vint- 
ners Daughter of the Tavern wherein he {ac rippling. | 

This young Girls, with millions of tears, throws her ſelfto the feet of her Parcats, and accuſcth 
La Freſnay for the faft, who do the like to thoſe fatnous Senators of the Court of Parliament * fo 
he is apprehended, and being examined, with miany vehement and bitter afſeverations denyerh it : 
he is adjudged tothe Racks and at the ſecondtorment conſefſeth it, and ſo is cond to bee 


hanged. | | 

Two Capuchin Fryers prepare him for hisdhd; they exhort him not to charge and burthen- his 
ſoul with concealing any other crimes, adding, that if he reveal and them on carth, God 
will remit them in heaven : theſe exhortations of theirs produce good ces 3 for though he have 
formerly lived like a Dcvill, he will now dye like aChriftian 3' and ſo with many tears revealeth, 
that at che inſtigation of Hautefelia, and for the Jycre of five hundeed Crowns (which at two ſeve- 
rall times ſhe gave him) he had Popones Mermanda and tigr Hluzband Grand Pre. 

Allthe world is amazed, and acliameny acquainted herewith, they alcer their firſt Sentence, 
and fo for his triple villanics condemn Le Freſnay to be broken alive upon the Wheel, and there to 
languiſh and dye, without being ſtrangled 3 which in- Dijox-is accordingly executed to the full ſa- 
tisfaQion of Jultice, EN © 

A Provoſt likewiſc is forthwith diſpatched from Dijon toGrangmon's Houſe, to apprehend his 
Daughter Hautefe/ie,and God would have it that ſhe was ignorant of Ls Freſn4y's approhenſion,and 
more, of his death, The Proveſt finds her dancing in her Fathers Garden, in company of many 
Gendemen and Ladics ; he ſets hands on her, and fo cxchangeth her mirth into mourni her 
_ into tears 2 ſhe is brought to Dijon and examined by a Prefident,and two C ofthe 
Parliament. She impudently and boldly denics both Murthers ; ſaith Ls Freſnay is hee mortall and 
profeſſed Enemy, and thereforgngt'to be believed. - But the Deviſl, who hath ſo long bewirched 
and deluded her, cither will notg/ or rather now cannox ſave herwich this poor cyafiou ; ſhe 1s ad» 
judged eo the Rack, and at the firſt torment confeferh ir. ( ej | 

. The Criminall Judges of chis great and illaftrious Parliament, in deteffation of theſe her execra» 
bleand bloody crimes of Marthes, pronounce ſentence on her # ſo, after ſhe had repented her fins,and 
reuredver hp dyes ber poten Genel, and tom off with red hot Pincers, then«ſhe is hanged, 

eng a hae rar Aibory, or indevd,” enher by th of the Hi- 
ow to lome | y Or Is : [- 
EG rg nr en hen nt Ds tab 
QNg . covetoul revenge, to els re to 
commit theſe Marthers ; and alſo how juſt God was in the deteRtion and fkment © has 


the fear of the one ma; terrific us from imbeacing and | other ; to the cnd,thart as 
lived in fin, and in ſhame z ſo we may live-in r pred Radovan mip 
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- Gods. revenge againſt the Crying and Ex- 
ecrable Sinne of Murther. 
A HISTORY 11. 
P:ſani betrayeth Gafparino of his 26 z z Chriſtcye a .Gaſ in chellengeth Piſani his ds 
"4nd kills bim in the Field : be gf þ. obama} bs to rifievera ; 7% Her beagle Ag 


Piſani bis death; ſhe appoints Gaſparino to meet ber in a Garden,and there cauſeth Bianco axd Brin- 
doli to murther bim ; they are all three takgn and executed for the ſame. 


pproved of Earth, and 
2x4 


Xs 


> 


Hee 


fimor þ 


W:c8 


- — 4 — —— — I 


Aift.11- © Piſans and. (briftenzta. + 


was exceeding fair and brautifull, and inducd with many cx2llenr qualicies and —_— 
emu bivtand's ſhe was ſought in marcis == "of the Cy 
Cavalicr of Cremona muſt bear her 2 way, of at"leaft wie 5d Tri 
| Signriur Emanucl Gaſparine, a noble Gentleman of Cremone, wn omit wal, 
adof Dogs Chrifteneta's Beauty ercues (the Adariants end 1 
affeRions) th with-himſelfro feek her for his Wifk' he III herewich, bat an in- 
timare dear freind of his, a young Ocntkman of tho ſame City Any i former Se Plot 
by deſeent a Urion who hepreyes to alſift and Mimro Pavic; fr 
the fair Chriftereta _ _—_ P3ſuhi revins himſelf much honov dnt oenteo Geſpe 


ing 
alata willingly eft 3/ and ſo they ona eragy 

A Fed to Pave : F Finals —_— Gefperiuo welcome, and metye Him refpetfally 4hd cour: 
tecully, as alſo Piſeni; he thanks Goſp crind for the honotit he mr {&tking his Dangheer,and 


hkes carefull Father rakes time to conſalt hereon : but for wt norgp ch not ſo preſs not 
p on him as he expeBterh. Ne reghy te ber her beauty and other perftfions; 
bat be find her cold in het diſeorirſe and very thickancholy and penfive : he courts ti=e 
often (and after the Italian faſhion, with varic cir” Muſick, Dittics,and Ayrs) bur ſtill he fiftds het 
miceſe,andconrarv to his defires, as if her wer othetwiſe freed. Guſparno knows not 
hoy ro Win her affection,” nor how to beat binſelf herein 5-te confirls with PF/21rs, and pray6s him 
ee:conferrewich Chrifleneta, and' to ſound HevaifRtiorr But: LL proves fret dangerows, fill Indt- 
ferecion;- ro ruſt z Friend in this caſe; © ©0774 
; Piſexipromiſertsto perform Office of #Friend, aias Eofevee cifuftniaNty nick Chit 
he ſeeks opporcunity and plezc, and finds doth ;' he ſers out to! her Gz ado aren ver ons we rs 
forth bis praiſes, and in'4 word. caves thing untouched ; which he (4 


ce 


bis Friends-conitent and j but I Chriften«tas mind peiplezed gels troubled ; for ſhe 

colonmnow red.then dthen pakenow Rec 2 the erves that her eycs 

ace ſtill Ky fil bo im be prof be that he I cn anſwer far him ro 
carry to his feicad, yore wr ohp 

; Chrifinare' would with armor, for tab Niedrt and To tied and ate did her 

feghs very confuledly ey ;\But'ze left, dying oy RE wich a Vermillian 

bluſh, ſhe telts tim chat fe is noe ignorant of Gafperiro's merics, who deferves farre her berter, buc 

i nr 0s 1s ns ir Marth fred, dro; her aff:&ion on atio- 

cher. Piſani ſtill exrolethbb _ he erind to the sky, nd for honqutable parts preferres 

| him before ap Gentlemay of 'Lombe withall, wich \tuch indvftry and intinuatfon, en- 


ls mane trim her Servam, w mama wen to have ' 


ectons of 4 Virgin) for that time with- 
hcld her, ohenaſier or png {the ourward H: ofhice] inward paſſions) ſh= cold 
him thus, © R 


Piſani, be is a deat ahicy fiend of vu who is the firft that have, and che laſt echac'1 will 
aff: a; bart will not at pieferie rame Him, only if yon pleaſe to meer me ferredty to morrot, at 
cight of the clock ia the morn, inthe Nannes Garden at Saint Clpre, I will there inform you who 
iris; but in the mean timezand ever,fo ec to fofficite nie any mnvre for Gaſparino, lich he ſhall not 
be my Servant, nor will I be his miltreffe : and ſo for that time they part, and he. confidendly pro- 


n{cth to meec hor. 

Geſpermo demands Pi fanth how be finds'Wis Wiftretfe Chrifentra; He anfivers faichfully accords 
ing azthocold him; bee conceals thetr appointed wor rm the Nunnes Garden ; and'now becauſe 
heſfcethvic kbour lotto reſearth Chrifenecre; He wilf nor be obffiftare in his fue Hur will give a Law 
Ds; wormgte— a pemreet> to tim, arid” fo' refolves to take*® 


dceavours to requeſt and Ayes 
donc,hadnet Modeſty 


-. 


leave of her,: becauſe as walÞ by her ſc, . arid now chiefly b y P;{ani,br 
ſees (be iotheryrite bene ard aff-Qcd; ro Rs cr wrbormngt: rettuns to Ci «atk Leave 
es re eo ———_—_ arid'come we to thofe #fPiſzni and Chrifteneta,to feewhat 
t will 


bri 

Piſexi cannot imagine Finder hieicfhould be that ChHrRrentts Foverh, but ſhe kijows e- 
nough for them _ _ it may be, too'much for her ſelf: ſhe knows is at leaft an immodeſt, if 
not a bold part for her tocourr P:ſeni, who ought rather to court her : but ſhe thinks it both wiſ- 
dom and _ way to that which ſhe caunot ayoid and prevent, and.ſa preferres the zeal of 
her aff=Sion of her ; but thar whith'makes her fo teſblute in che 'execu-  - 
re 7 yr reds is, toes thar Gejparino bath found Piſaxi to follcice for kinrto® 
hery and fbe can flad none bar her felf to folicire for her felfroPiſani : therefore bold inchis hee re-! 
ſolution, ſtic:bears ſo deepand! ſo dear an affcfion to Piſazi, a he Every moment ti hour, | 


_ "_ our en ogy fore thc ſer Piſenis —_— "ſo ſlower more 
car 
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' away to the Nannery 4 buy ſhe « 
as pay a 


ſweet look on him (which was the Enbafſadaur and H 


TS _ 


dear-chanall the world. 'Thus wiſhing night day, -her Houſe the Nunneey, and her Chamber the 
Garden; fhe with ag Wy" | the hour of cighty which ſh: knows will bring 
her her Joy or her corment, her fclicity or ber miſcry, her lite or heyideath:;: Jn 

The dock ſtrikes cight $i Chriſtevete takes her Prayer-Book,. and her Waiting: Maid, and fo trips 
t h now diſpenſe with her deyotion.to give conteng/to: her cyes, or 
| heart, in Geing and injoyingthe defired campany Lan ihe eftcems che life 
of her content, and the contene of her lifezand ſo forfakes the Church, to go to cheGarden: Pſa, 


who never failed ofhis hour and to men, doth pow diſdain to miffc thereof to a Lady : for 
Chritexeta hath ſcarce mags three in the Walks of the Garden, bue ere the fourth. be fini 

ſh: ſces Piſanicnter; ſhebluſhes ar hi and he grows pale at her bluſhzs ; he finds her in 4 Bower 
of Sycamors, Cypreſſ:z, and Vines, wichin wich Roſcy, Lillyer, -and Gilly-flowers,, he gives 


hee the good-morrow and the falute, rhe which, with a modeſt and (cer courtelic, ſh2 veecives and 
returns z he tells ber he come $o-pengamath pronilg and IL prada han.to receive hers. She would 
fain anſwer him, bur her cheeks give,bluſhbes, where her congue ſhould words; -bur ac laft, - 

of her heart ) ſh: diſcovereth her T1; 
him thus. | _ 


The perſon (Piſani) no whom I have fixed and ſenledmy affeQtion, doth exceedingly reſemble 
you,is of your own blood; & of your nearcit and dearelt acquaintance, P:/an: prefſcth ber e@ know his 
when after many glances, fighs, apd bluſhes,: ſhe:rells him, his name is Piſa, and, himſelf 


name 53 8% 
the man, praycs him to her boldnefſe, and to give an hongurable interpretation and con- 
firuſtion to ber aff: wichall.chat when ſhe firſt ſaw him, ſhe loved him; and now prayes 


him to be pleaſed, that Chrifteneta may be a Solicicor for her ſclfro ?;ſexi, and not Piſani to Chri« 
ftenata for Gaſparins z yea, ſh: confirms hee w eds with many Gghs, and again her ſights wich many 
tears,which trickle down her beautiful checks, like pearled drops of dew upon bluſhing damazk roſes, 

NY die beau I eee ak ci 
nature 5 he at her 0 crves love, T ACICeNt, and vertucs $ butw he is 
nor ſo diſhonourable tobecray his Friend. He wonders at her affc&ion, and isnot ignorant tha ſhe 
deſerves a more noble Huzband than himſelf; bac ſeeing her an anſwer, ; he returns hee 
chis: Although 1 acknowledge wy ſelf infinitely buund te0u. for that aſſeftion. of yours, wherewith you 
pleaſe to honour meg yet as honour is to be preferred before affetion, ſo Chri muſt excuſe Piſani, ft 
he cannot be a $ervant to ber, but he muſt be a Traitor toGaſparino ; axd that reſpeexcepted,in requi- 


tall of your favour, I will eflteem my ſelf happy if I may loſe thy life for your ſervice. 
Yer he is not ſo unkind, but gives her Wi. ortwq atfarewell, which as much delights Chrifte- 
neta, as his refufall doch affli acr ; ſothey pare. Thereſt, time-muſt bring forth. 


Now although Gaſperino have left Pevie, yet he cannot. 
ehcriſhzth hzr memory,%& in heart adoreth her Idza;yea he. cs her deeply & dearly,and indeed her 
perfe&ions & þcauty deſerve love: but ſuch is Chriftentts" to P;ſan;as ſh: can take no truce 
of her choughrs, buc.deſpighc ofdiſcretion and modeſty {which perſwade and coun(cll her co the 
contrary) (hs wichin tea dayecs after purpoſely ſends a, tM T 0: him, to Cremors, with 


this Letter, | akin; 9-gty nt Lev 
| CHRISTENETA to PISANI. 


FE Ind it nt ftrange, that I ſecond my laſt ſpeech with this my firſt Letter, and think,, that were not my x 


affeftion intire and conſtant, I ſhould not thus attempt to reveal it to _you;n lines, which bluſh not, as 
my che eks dog when I write them. I ſhould offer ne panty violence and injury tothe truth, if I ell you 
aot that it is inepoſſible for Chriftencta to love 
and dearly affetied. Now ſith my zeal to you is begun in vertue, and ſhall be comtinued in bonour, it makes 
me flatter mel with hope, that you will not enforce me to deſpair : for if I am not ſo happy to be yours, I 
mu;t be ſo unfortunare never to be mine own. Fudge what. your abſence is 10 me, fith your preſence id my 
chiefejt felicity:which makes me both defire and wiſh,tbat you were ether in Pavia or Tin 0a. I cox 
perfix and give bounds to my Letter, though not to my effckion Hate not ber, who loves you deatly, others 
wiſe, whatſoever you think, I know, your unkindneſſe 10 me will be meer cruelty. FrOmr ret 


| CHRISTENETA.' 


P; :4i receiveth this rs he wonders zt her aff: ion, and now conſuls betwixt\bri OS ” 

be him, and his ew xe pb Gaſparins z he at ficktbolds it in civility not to ear 7 rn 

cc 1s "A (Ty doing her gye.to wrong 6g aqui irming ufperuſing herLeter again, 
as he deems it not onely ingratitudes but a degree of inhumabiey for hi 

; and therefore zaking Pen and Paper;he writes to her thug, ws ow 

__y | PISANj 


orſake bis aff:Qtion to Chritenets, but. 


iſani, whom I no ſooner. ſaw, but deeply admired 


— C— — —— — 


Hi, II. Piſani and ( briſleneta. 


PISANI to CHRISTENETA. 


Ou diſcover me as much affettion as T ſhould treachery to my friend, either to accept or requite it; and 

were it wot ſor that conſideration, which mult tend as well to mine own honour, as to your content, I 
would nat ftick to ſay, that Piſani loves Chriſtznzta, becauſe ſhe deſerves to be beloved z, only give me 
leave to inform you, that as you are too fair tobe refuſed, ſo I am too honeſt to betray my friend, eſpeci- 
ally ſuch a one who is as confident of my fidelity, as I __ of bis. Could time reconcile theſe difficulties 
with my reputation, my heart would injtantly command my pen to ſignifie you, that I deſire to give you 
bype, and take away ygur deſpair 3 and withall, that Pavia, is more pleaſing to me than Cremona, ſith 
Chriſteneta lves in it, and Piſani in ber. I was never heretofore cruell ro any, neither do I reſo!ve ro be 
unkind to you : for how can I, ſub as truely vow to bonour you, as you profeſſe to love me £ live you in 
this aſſurance, and I will de in the ſame. PISANT 


Time with a ſwift foot yaniſh:th an | paſſerhaway,. but Chrifteneta's aff:&ion to Piſanixcannot 3 
the in his Lzcter perceives a glimmering light of hope break forth thorow the obſcure clouds of her 
deſpair z but fear doth as ſoon eclipſe and ftrangle, as propagate and produce it 3 onely, deſpight all 
apprehenſion and oppofition,her thoughts do fill gaze and look on Piſeni,as the needle of the com- 
paſſe doth to the North ; fo as ſhe canreſt inno tru2 tranquillity of mind, bcfore {he writs co him 
againz the-which, ſome fifteen dayes after, ſh: doth to this eff=Ct. 


CHRISTENETA-to PISANLI 


[| May paſſe the bounds of diſcretion, but will not exceed thoſe of honour ;_ I have ever learn'd to retain 
this Maxim, that affettion which receives end bad never beginning : If then I live, I muſt breath the 
eir of your love, as well as this of my life, ſith it is the prime and ſole cauſe thereof, as the Sun is of the 
light. Tour Letter I find ſo full of doubts and ambiguities, as I know not wherefore to hope, or why not ta 
deſpair 3 could you dive as deeply into my heart, as I have into your murits, if nature do not, pitty would 
inform you, that you ought to preferre the love of 4 Lady before the reſpelt of « Gentleman, eſpecially ſith be 
may carry his heart from you, and I defire to bring and preſent mine to you : and how can your abſence 
either rejoyce or comfort me, fith your preſence will not ? Think what you pleaſe,cither of mezor of your ſelf ; 
only give me leave to tell you, that I find doubt « ſtep and degree to deſpair, as deſpair is to death: I write 
rather with tears than Inkg. If you will not live my Saint, I muſt dye your Martyr. 


CHRISTENETA. 


At the receipt of this ſecond Letter (which was ſo ſweetly pleaſing, and pleafingly ſweet to his 
thoughts) he Hand the Bulwarks and defences of his reſpeCt to Geſparino razed and beaten down, 
and a fair breach made and laid open for Chri/tenets to enter and take poſſ:\ſion of the Caſtle of his 


| heart: ſonowat one inftant he performs two ſeverall attemprs 3 for the farther he flics from his 


friend C_ the nearer he approacheth to his Miſtrefſe Chrifteneta 3 and therefore now wholly 
imparadifing his thoughts in the Garden of her pure beauty, and taking the chicteſt light of his 
content and feliciry from the relucent luſtre of her cycs, he thinks it high time, no longer to bear 
oat his FlagofDchanc:, but to ſtrike ſail, and do homage to the ſoverai of his thoughts, the 
which he doth in this Letter, that he purpoſcly ſends her in anſwer of hers by his Page. 


PISANI to CHRISTENETA. 


Y Our vertue and beauty is enough powerfull to prevail with me z but your afſeltion, which adds grace to 
either,end either to it,makgs me forget my reſpef to Gaſpartnozto remember my love to Chritteneraz 
but that which gives life'to this my reſolution, is, that it is impoſſible for him to hate me as much as you love 
me 3 and in this hope I both rejoyce ana triumph,that you ſhall not be my Martyr,but my Miſtris,azd I will 
be both your Saint and your Servant ; for as you defire to live in my favour, ſo my chiefejrt ambition aud zea} 
rs to dye in your affettion : that which heaves makes me affirm, earth ſhall not enforce me deny. I will ſhortly 
follow,and ſeoond this my Letter;till when, you can never ſo much lament my abſence,as I deſire your prejence. 
Let this be your true conſolation, ſuth it is my ſole delight and chiefeſt felicity. 16 | 
| I 


It Piſani his firſt Letter overthrew Chriſtenera'sdeſpair, this his ſecond: revizes and confiems her 
'T C 2 hopes 2 


4 
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hopes 3 ſo that whereas heretofore ſhe condemned her preſumption in writing to Piſani, ſhe now 
not only applauds her reſolution therein, bur alfo blefferh the h6ur that ſhe attempced it 3 yea, ſh: 
builderch ſuch Caftles of delight and content in her heart, and her heart in her ſoul, to think char 
(he ſhould be4is Wife, and he her Husband, that ſhe anticipaterh the hourt, and blames the dayes 
for not preſenting her with the fight and preſence of her ſweet Piſavi, whotn,above all carthly con- 
rents, ſhe chiefl . | | 

- Nowif Chriftenets were thus perplexed with the abſence of her Piſ##i, no lefſe is he with that of 
his Chrifteneta : for remembring the freſhnefſe of her youth, arid the ſweetneſſe of her beaury, he 
in concecipt hateth Cremona, which before he loved, and now loveth Pavie,which before be hated : 
it is 48 great a grief to him to be with his other affairs without hery young rejoyce him to be 
with her without them 3 yea, ſhe runs ſo in bis e ; and tliey on her beauty, as ( if jr 
were not immodeſty) he cicher wiſheth himſelf impaled in her armor the incloyftered in his. And 
now to perform as much as his Letter hath promiſed, he, without thinking or reſpeRing of his old 
friend Gaſparine, prepares all a_ ready to go ſec his new Miſtrefſe Chriſtexeta. 


H:comes to Pavia, accompanied with three or four of his neereft and deareſt friends, viſiterh 


Chriftenera, whom he ſaluteth and courteth with all kind, honourable arid amorous complemetns. 
She is joyfull, yea raviſhed with his arrivall ; he doth affure her of his perperudll aff:Qion,. and 
 reciprocally himſelf of hers; yes (he ſv infinitely _ in his prrſence, and he fo cxtremely in 
hers, that ſhe now freely gives her ſelf to Piſani, and he in exchange, as —y cakes hin{ctf 
from Gaſparino, to give hirnſ6lf co Chriſtenete; ſo as ſhe rejoycing in her purchaſe, and hc triun phing 
In his victory, they attend the time, wherein heaven and carth hath ordained of two bodics to 
make them one. 

But it is not enough for Piſani to be poſſeſſed of Chriftencta's favour ; for he muſt likewiſe obtain 
that of her parents,before cither he can enjoy his wiſhes, or ſhe her defires, and fo he goes honoura- 
bly and ſecretly ro work with them : but he finds them not ſo traftable as Chriftexets hopedybr hint- 
ſclfdefired 3 for old Vituri her Father preferring wealth before bonour, and riches before verrucs, 
diſlikes this motion, alleging that Piſa#i's Father dyed exccedingly in debc 3 that his chiefeft Lands 
were i and morgaged ; - doko 4 Legacies to pay to his Siſtkry] bu which was 
worſt of all, that Piſani himſelf loyed the Court betrer than the Country, ard that in his 


che j nt and opinion of Vitriz chat knowing he might every day provide and procure abet- 
ter March for his Daughter, he gives Piſexi to underſtand, that as yer he hath no intene ro marry 
his Daughter, alleging her few years, and the like criviall reaſons arid excuſer, whereby Piſaxi mighc 
plainly perceive,that he hatl no intent togive him his Daughrer., 

This refiifall of YVityuri doth wonderfully grieve Piſexi, and affli& Chriſteneta, ſo as they ſee their 

' hopesnipt in their blofſonisand their defirernot in the way to reap ſuch eff:&ts as they expett:d. Pi- 

ſani diftruſting his own power, ſets his Parents and chiefeft Friends to draw Vitwri to hearken unto 
reaſon : bat his age cannot be deceived in thar,which his jadgmenr, and not his paſſion, ſuggeſterh 
him : op have diverſe conferences,but every dayyin ſtead of bringing hopes, producerh more difhi- 
cultics and deſpair ; and now that Piſa#i tay ſee rhar his ſure and reſearch is diſpkaſing © Viruri, 
he looks not on him with ſo covirteous an eye az accuſtomed ; and which is worſe, Chrijtencta is 
forbidden his cympany, and he her Fachers Houſe. qt | | 

This goes to the hearts of our two Lovers, but they brook it as paticntly as way, and hope 
that time will give end to theſe their diſcontents and afflitions. In the mean while, as fire ſuppreſ- 
ſed doth often flame forth with more violence, fofith they cannot pexfonally vific one the other, 
they cntertain their affeftions by their Letters, who are ſo many in mumber, as 1 hold ir fir racthe 
to ſupprefſe thandivulge them. Thus whiles Uh wo comforts himſelf, that there are no roſes without 
prickles, and that hopes long expected are beſt?welcome, but chiefly relying upon the aff. ion 
and conſtancy of his Miftrifſe ; he will not ftain his valour with this point of Cowardize, co be put 
off with the firſt e of Vituri, bit reſolverh to eontinne as conſtant iu his affeQtion, as be doth 
in his refuſal ; and ſoafter he had tayed a moneth of two in Cremore, he bethinks himſelf of an in- 
vention whereby it is not impoſlible for him ro obtain his Mifſtreſſe of her Facher. 

. Piſani being inriched with the treaſure of Chrifteneta's favour and aff:&ion, writes to her, thac if 
ſhe can obtain her Mothers conſent,ſhe peradventure may eaſily procure that of her Husband ; who 
hearkening and reli chis advice with mach zeal, ita foot; and as in few dayes ſhe gained 
her Mother, ſo a moneth wasnot fully paſt, before ſhe had likewiſe drawn her Hutband to approve 
and conſent to this Match. Sonow our Lovers are again revived and comforted 3 for the rubs be- 
ing taken away, the difficultics removed, and the Parents of both fides fully ſatisfied, all chings now 

- ſeem in fo fair a forwardneffe and preparation,azif our two Lovers were ſhortly to injoy cach other 


CO__ to injoy the fruits of marriage, which ſo carneftly and infinitely both affeted and 
. To 


and en he was extremely prodigall, and frupall in neicher ; which conſiderations ſo ſwayed 
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To which end, thattheir — might bee ſolemnized with the greater pomp and glo 
as provide chemſclves of varigry'of rich and impmous 6 Sppacell, the day is w—u_ = 
all ch: Nobilicy of Pavie and Cremona ( as w:ll their K others ) are invited to the 
Wedding : Bur cheis Parenes (hall come ſbort of. their D and. theſe our two Lovers of their 
hopes; for this Macciage being nor begun in Heaven, ſhall never de finifh:d nor conſummated in 


carch. 

. We have ho ſo much ſpoken of Piſani , that it ſcems, we have quice forgotten Gaſparine, as 
if. he had no farcher part to aft in chis Hiſtory; bur he is.not fo forranare : oe this having a 
of - Piſani ta Chriſtenet a is'nox (o ſecretly mapaged, but he hath news wag knowing there 
can be no greater Treaſon, after that 0 2% = worn Ga . riend to be 

his Friend, ht 'gricves , 'afid is cxtremcly incenſed at Piſani, to ſee he hath betrayed him oY, 
Miſtrefſ: ; the which he cakes ſo birrerly and paſſionately, that be vows he will make him repene 
it; » Jealoaſic and Revenge are: alwayes bad Gooplellorss, and therefore can never prove good 


Judges : Bur:ſuch is his lovg to Chriſtenota, | and. ſo | deeply ig, her beauty ieprigeed and cngra- 
ven in bis h:are'».as ſbucting his Jodge ment £0; >, and » andopeaing ic to p he is rcſol- 
ved, at, what price ſoever, tg c A ris, 40-4 *, this Gone. diſgrace, and 
is reſolved ratherto dyc, than live to ſee himlc one whom God and Nature 
bath wade-hjs inferiour. Were wee as han ar fee wee ſhould. be Angells, not 


Men. 3. but: reſembling, our ſelves ( or rather; harkening | t90, 4 to the Prince of Duk- 
nel ) rlyagcaſon to low rage, and | mapy ries Prourc our own ,d: :ſtruftion, in ſccking 
that. of ot 
;Gaſhovies having thas bis eyes and ſencey 0:5e-clouded_ and veiled with the miſt of Revenge , 
ſuch bloody paſſions and reſplucions, a8 -be is ſomcrimes reſolved to piſtol] 
F—>kg <dither: in the Street, or. in his-B:d,, and other Lys hire bis Gs three Ruffians to 
muarther, hig,zhe next time he xjdes into. ah cole Ropes from Nell0 
Roomginrs and from Satan to God , he tra ole areal roun —_— feet, and 
lhoh chem from his heart and ynworthy _ as he were 


Wada, if he ſhould commic them 3. and. enters into, a r:(olution with 

bin _—_ tg, think ink 98. Chrojenctes and ro ep for betraying her 
havin continued ja this peaceably and Chridtizn-l e.mind, he had not expoſed him- 

ns wo ng arenas ra nprgiren himfclt a2 prey ta feed the malice, and .re- 
oody Enemics : but now ling a orinns, $9 Pavia pratled; and 

SEE at bl diſgracezin ſecing himthus baffled and abuſed byPa/ax;,he that not only bim- 
(lf, bit his hongur is diſparaged,.and wronged herein, and thar be ſhall be exeremely. condemned 
rw EE ng hich ary ad; gi hay xy {Ws the 
conlideragi honour es at (o a 

as the 0 hls gone. of honour wy” i  pzr{wade and prevail wich 

imy that a c admity'ot po oppoluiang nor b 1@ an airing foe Fiſems 
tobe ia.evih he je hp | ys hercac, caking, wich 

a Eh, c onely Te no Wl. and fo 
gry ing wich bi Eo plaby orc the lame City, w received his 
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bis args meant TY al 
Er TINS whom he ſalutes; and. —_ 
a conſtant carriage,and firm PRIOR 
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GASPARINO w-PISANL 


On bave given the rft breath to eur friendſhip : for fith yo « $410 treacberenſh bereaved me of 
Miftris, po anfrin bed is boner Aud juin ticker take mg Liſe or yeeld me yours in requita 
If you conſider your own ingratitude, you cannot tax, much leſſe condemn this my reſoltion: the P lace, the 
Weſt end of _ Perk; the —_ gf 7oH Dinnet 3 "— = GUS - _—_ the Wea- 
01, if you pleaſe, 'two ſmgle Rapiers, Ou one, other, wall be content to ta 
th#"ofuſelyto give gon the chops If Joit corage exforer your inllebiy you will not refuſe to meet me. : 


. GASPARINO. 


chis Challenge __ —_——— 

knack ent Trey ny, wang ell Gf wy yd 
, urns periuo 

ther joy Rf and Sccond will wich Sink Raphers mert him nd ky arte hour and pace ip 


pointed. 
' 'Sebaſtiano returns; nd PYani havingaccepted the Challenge, bears it ſoſecredy, as Cri 
ood ATT SEED Try gs CET __- 
to, a nt av 
from Cremona, to whom he relates the whole of this bufinefle,ſhewing him Ge 
ny ing him to kim fo much as to ſecond him in this 
| ref and ſo about noon Sebefts 


P;ſani having received and 


; and Sfondrato are not afterz ſo rh 
Spar, an dn ria 


Mg is hurt ple EE th der 
peared not, 3 
Fieth s in wh 


oe nag to | 
' ie 0 an; | "BE \ F LL _ = ton | 4 ' —_ 
NR nr now wy. 


Whilſt S —_ and the Chirurgion were ſtretching out the dead body of P; fan, and covering it- 
up 
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face, weepe, monns, howls, and crycs fo extremely, that ſorrow het (cif would yrieve'to 


Hi. II, Pifeni ani {brifienets. | 


up with their Cloak,Sebeftiano runs to Geſparins and on him for his victory, ot 
colling his valour Weweny oy OUTS telly him,char rain not to him, 
a higher providence, and him robe carefull, ETFS _—_ 
and difcretiony neo nk ding wood rous, he is re« 
ſolved not to ſuffer his ups ill he Ge the of the # berwixe his 
faichful friend Sebaſtiano —_ Sfondr «to. 
By this cime $fondy «to thinks ic high time tobegin, and no way daunted with the misfor- 
-rancand death of his friend Pi; rather incouraged and eo {el it dearly on the life of 
Sram, be drm and wk hn Rape iran commend im Sebaftiano mects him halt 
way with a very ſo they approach one to the other;at their firſt 
incounter, ry Ae oem $ fondravo alarge a wide wound on i fide, bur receives another 
from him thorowthe left arm, aliale below tho elbow; but that of Sfondr aro forth more 
blood ; os 3: they both give and take divers wounds, tin part of valorous 


to one fide, but will make both partics 

| ations, and uncharitablc reſolutions, 

rkcn breach, Sebaftions ad ancing fale chruſ Genre 02K which? aorta drop mg 
at 4 v a to 

ravelled his skinz $fondrato requited him with a mourntull i intereſt, Ge keet him thorow at the 


ſazall of the bel] ſo nailed him to the ground, bearing his life on the poinc of his Rapier. 
--/Ttinz our fort or rm, dogma reduced tothe - of rwo, $ $fimdreto expeRted that 
Gaſpwrvino wonld hare exchanged 


or two with hint z the which cercainly he had performed : 
Bur Gaſparine firiding thac the lofſt of fo much blood-made him then weak, and that it was now 
morethan time for him to have his woands bound up, they having taken order for the decent tran- 

Ing of theie dead friends that night to Pavia y they, withour po 

convnit them(clves <0 their Ch and ſorheir wounds being bt they take them with 
chern, and co ſave thertiſclves from __ they take Horſe, nyo ay, Goh: 
#ind 6 Parma,and Sfondrate to Florence, whence they reſolve Re tir, 
have and ſent them thiely Pardons. - 

- Leave we themtlitre 5 and to follow the ftream of this come eto Ornone ml Pris 
whioh rings with thonews of the ifſacs of theſe lamentable Pin and 
fin ir infiecty bewailed of heir Parents, enclamenced of cio riends, CR 
enemics themſelvcy, and generally ofall the world, who eicher know then, or heard of theds'ign: Ut 
ciniely and unfortimete ends. 

- Batall the(: an gre \ in compariſon wparifon 5f thoſewhick ie fair Chriftencts ſheds for the 
death of her ſweee Piſani; for her griefs arc (o infinitely bireerzas ſhe rears her hair, mr 

or- 
; throwyoff all her rich and glittering Gar- 
$- oat all the wafions of the world arc not 


tow 5 yea, purd-=d ws þ web nga all com 
ments, and tak&Foti' thournfull and ( 


capable to give rome ſhe neithicr will, nor can be 
comforred'z prunes. ifhoadmit; or er wed ew heart or 
eugheg ie is Gaſparine, gots joy, of _ 


Dot nn borer nent ag mn: 
of Minifhe vows o& re we a ice 
old phraſe made {Sour and verched ; TE ar. nor hatred to that of a Woman; for 


ay lo ove 4- nd where they hate, hate deadly : Bur leave we her to her ſor- 
rows, and come 0Gs y who in Fein, having obtained his Pardon,returns from 
Long Gam] where be is Friends. 

- He feno ſoontt arfived, bar the e of Chrift doth fiduriſhind revive in 
his heares' Foralehuvngh i had Loved another, yet he could affeft wovobee ky ff he ning 
oper woke. lemon iy fry Ard To rd ere we. 

ew tears, wo 
newt old tek to which end he viſics APs het wag 


— 
ſom 'Chritencti (liked connterfeic Fury) diffemibles her love Pann —_— to wht os 
widhiltrrjumphat and rakech + pride to te how and doſely ſhe bears her malice : Bur 
our wiſedom ir fin theer folly in the eyes of God, which thongh ſhe will not now acknow- 

- yet (he ſhall areakter be Inflrced 0 dot Wh repentanchy and peradventure when it is tor 
late. So'being reſolure in her inveterate indignation, her malice dothi ſo out-brave her charity, and 


bee ven e her Religion, as ſhe cannot find any reft in her choghts, or tranquillity inrher mind, be- 
fore ſhe fre the death of Gaſparino make amends and ſatisfaQtion for that of Piſa. 


Gaſparins 


—_— 


Gods R eveuge' ogainit Murther. Book 1; 
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Faring that he was not fully.dead, and to,preven — him, chraft 
cher into his mouth, and 'taſhew herſelf more an = than a Vimats ard Dvillchan' 
Chriſtian, ſb: wich aſaall Po! nat n your] 1 ne ny dem ne ry yt | ye ee ſpurn- 


Yo ON» ACOG 


Gaſparino having the cycs of his judgement -hood-winked,. and not. fore-ſecing how d 
it is to repoſe and relye on-the favour of an incenſed Enemy (as our judgements are never 
when we approach our ruine ).is very jmportunate with Chriſtexet«, char he may meet and conferre 
privately with her, which indeed is the onely that in heart ſhe hach fo wy) Irewae 3 


Fd now icis tha (he conſpires his raine, and plots his deftruttlon, wherein (perchance )ſecking his 
death, ſhe may procure her own. 

Difſembling Wrerch as ſhe is, (he ſeems'to be. vanquiſh-d wich his i ity; and cherefore 
to ſhew her ſelf conrteons and kind to him, (he him to meet her in the Nunnes Garden ac + 


fix of the clock in the morning. / But what courtefic, what kindneffe is this, v 0 have honey inch 
rongue, and poyſon in the heart ? For ſhe preſently with two wretched Ruffians, Biewco and 
Brindoli, for twice fifty Dackers to murther hiny :- Sce here the egtocalle ond Camnable muallorel 
this young Gentlewoman, who forgetting her Soul and her God, the Author of ſo cxc- 
har teas} ener apr" er wha - 
Gaſparins, — his ſences and underſtanding inch conemplationof the content he ſhould : 
receive in injoying' his Miftreſſe Chriftenets's Company y appear, * 
and althoug _ evening were fair and clear, vethe che morn, Amaga beadee role  Gyacks 
; 


wa bon rf tune, mug the Skics were over-caft and veiled with ob ſcure cloud 
no Rancns is golden beams, prey noo beta o oth a Traglie pA was - to 
bo a 
Chrifteneta (who could not Gar, ein morn becimeygnd fo Biecounl 
_ Z lf al race lathe eng) inthe A Alleycs,and they 
lc ves out 


ives hima ono ome 4 her words (orrather her wereh-mrondl ) are theſe 3 Gaſparino(quoth 
< 2) this Garden 44 the place where Þ bad my-firſt conſerence with Piſani, and my I I porteſe to have 
laſt with you. Oy words, Bianco and Brixdoli ruſh forth of a. Bower, and R———— 
killbim dead their feer;but he bad firſt the leiſure to draw,and for a —_— pcrdnrm—r arr 
himſclf, giving = of them ſeverall wounds. CO _ Gaſpar jo fr —_ 


engefal and bloody ſpeech y This 1ſecrifile to the memory of my 


him with her 
= = > awd Brindoli take this murthered mer Capers and & 


dear Love Piſani. And fe 
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repent, but rather eriu 
We have here ſeen this 
ſelves by this time all fled, yy boweys pen. Chriftensts «gone in ber revenge, 


Biqpep and Brikdolidn thele money's fo.a50 now paſtall 
M ink themſdyn re, xd pull dug: bu 


It £5. Sa were dianr i. acti 


they Rite qundetin qeirbegts 4 for Diving pron we. | 
come to the deteRion and of this Vorther ng x iris juſtice hls 
vid EEO - | arp ay | 


advertiſe cheir, | 

the Garden, to ſee what this ramour. 

mnch wr re and wibboos hey eng 
ww 


Well: Tom to "aye CO ES he tk of. ole 
give a ſecret charge to all the Chirurgions of the 
> ds, came that night, -or the next morning wo 
xutis, one of, the chicleſt Fonds 6 » informs rhem, that, he, abqut an —— had dre 
co and Brindvl; (awo Souldicrs of the Ciry ) aL nine nive leeerall wounds, which, chey newl ——_ 
The Prefe& and Provoſt advertiſed thereof,caoſe themto be brought before them,whom they found 
both together, -where. (no Come) abep had conſulted. They enquire who wounded them z They 
anſwer, They had aquarrell betwixt themſelves, and fo they fought it out. Being, Aemanded ain, 


w 
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where, and when they foughr, they looked cach- on other, and knowing that Chriftenctte was 
ſafe 2r home, and {yr har. cloſe in the Well, they inftancly replyed, it was in the Nunnes Gar- 
der at 5timt Clayre, and ar fix of the clock in the morning, which agrecing co the Nunnes relation, 
gave end to this bufinefſe, for that time eſpecially. But though they delude and blind the eyes of men, 

: 3 


et they cannot; nor ſhall not thoſe of God z now, altbough theſe Murtherers have thus ſc; 
ed oe bros to forſake and leave P avin, for fear to be afterwards diſcovered. Bur he es: 
ed in their ſubtlerics, for the hand of God will fpeedily arccft them. | 
Now we muſt obſerve, that Geſparinobeing found wanting two whole nights from his Lodging, 
and his Lackey gathering nonews of him at Vitars's Houſe, where he uſually fc to vifit and 
court his Miftrefi> Chriftenete, he informs the Hoft of the houſe thereof 3 and he like an honeſt man, 
doubting the worſt (after the cuſtome of Ttaly ) acquaimted the Prefett and Provolt thereof, whoglike 
judicious and wiſe Magiſtrates, examined Gaſperime's Lackey when he laſt ſaw bis Maſter, and 
where. The Lackey anfwers, He parted from his Chambce yeſterday moming berwixc five and fix, 
with his Prayer-Book in his hand, as if be were going ro. Church, but commanded him not to fol- 
low him ; and fincc (he faich he aw him now And now, by the providence of God,the Lackeycs 


relation & darthe our of Cor <opurace fro diſcovery of this Murther 3 for the Ma- 


giftrates ſee, that the hour of Gaſparinv's from his Chamber, and that of Bianco and 
Brindoli's fighting do agrecy as alſo his Book and the Nunnes Church bear (ome ſhew of coherence 
and probability. | 

hereupon they (guided a4 it were by the very immediate finger of God) reſo]ve and determine 
to apprehend, and forthwich to imprifon both Bice and Brrndolz, who the very next day had 
thought to have (lipe down the River to Ferare, and fo roVemce. 

They art examined concerning Gaſparind 3 vow he is a Gentleman they have neither known 
nor ſeen, The Magiſtrates hold it fic they ſhould bepur tothe Rack 3 which is pe pred go 
med ; but theſe ftoue Villains firmly and confiamly maintamntbeir firſt pecch ; and although they 
make ſure to be freed and releaſed, yer the Prefe& holds it nzcefſacy ro continae them in ang 
withall, to nrake 4 thore narrow and cxatter fearch in the Nanrics Garden. | 

Chriſteneta, being at ehe firſt advertiſed that Branco and Brindel; were dead, is thereat aſtoniſhed 
and amaz:d, and ſo reſolves to flye,but being advertiſed they had already ſuffered rorments, and re- 
vealed nothing, ſhe again reſolves to ftay, which indeed ſhe doth ; bur itis the Juſtice and Mercy of 
God that keeps this bloody Bird within her Net. 

The Prefe& and Provoſt (as being inſpired from Heaven) eontinue conſtant in their reſolutions, 
to make aſ:cond ſearch in the Garden far Murther 3 which chey do, and very curiouſly, leaving no 
place unſearched : at laſt it pleaſ:d the Lord to pat into the Provoſts mind to ſearchihe Well, which 
the day before = had omitted, H-: acquaints the Prefeft herewich, who with mich alacrirty ap» 
proves hereof, and ſo caufing ir to be ſearched, they at laſt intheir hooks bring up ſome pieces of 
wrought black Taffcrta, which by the Lackey was affirmed, and known to be the fame that bis Ma- 
ſter Gaſparino wore the laſt time he ſaw him: whereat they were more eagerly encouraged to ſearch 
again moſt cxaftly 3 Shich they do, and at laft bring up the dead body of Gaſparino, when ſtripping 
off his cloarhs, they find his body peirced with thirteen ſeverall wounds : at the mourntull tighe 
whereof, the whole Afſembly, bur eſpecially his Lackey, cannot refrain from tears,and yer all glo- 
rific God for finding bis body, as alſo for thediſcovery of the Murtherers, who now they confidently 
believe are Bianco and Brindoli. | 

B.t ſce the rtcrcies of God ;, for Bienwoand Brandoh are but the hands which executed this 
Murther, and hot the head whichploned it : hes the M being ſure of them, do now 
reſolve how tohyeo | - 55.4 hang uſe torment, thereby to diſcover out of what 
Quiver the firſt A thiz came. behold che'mercy and juſtice of God ! they are 
caſcd of this labour, ud the narke of 'the MalcfaGtor them by a moſt miraculous and un- 
hcard of accident z for whicn the Magiſtrace and whole Company had often viſited _ na» 
ked body, and ſeen nothing but wounds, a lictle Boy merge (of ſome ten years 0 age elpyed 
alinnen cloth in his mouth, which he ſhewcd che , which the Prefe& cauſing to be pulled 
out, found it to be a Cambrick Handkercher, and wi a name in red filk Letcers in one comer, 


which was the very truce name of 


4. 
See, ſee, the goodnefſe, Oh Net usfland amazcd and wonder at the mercics of God, to ſee what 
means and inftruments he ordaincth for the diſcovery of Murthers. 

The PrefeR and Provoſt ſend away ſpeedily roapprehend her ; ſhe is taken in the midft of her 
res and paſtimes, yea, from the arm ofher , and fect of her Father, to whom (he fled 
ſafety, but in vain; for ſhe is inſtantly committed cloſe Priſoner, from whence we ſhall nor ſee 
her come forth, till ſhe come to her condign puniſhment, on a ſhamefull Scaffold, for this her hor- 

rible offence of Murther. | 


And 


Gods Revenge againſt EM urtber. Book 1:7 


And now the Prefe&t and Provoſt go themſclves to the Priſon,where Biaxco and Brindoli arexthey 
accuſe them gy for the Murther of Gaſparino, whoſe body, they inform them,they bave 
taken out ofthe Wellz but they again deny ir. They give-them doublerorment,and conjure them 


torevealthis their Murther ; but they are ſo ftrong of courage, or rather the Devill is ſo ſtrong in 
7+ "them as or deny all, and neither accuſe themſelver, nor any other. 


© and Provoft,although they ſaw all circumſtances concurre, that undoubtedly Chri- 
fieneta, had a deep hand in this Murther, yet they examine her _ and promiſe her much favour, 
and their beſt friendſhip aud afiſtance, ifſhe will reveal it 3 but (be, as her two Confederates, de» 
nics all. They adjudge her to the Rack, whereunto ſhe very paticntly permics her ſelf ro be faften- 
ed; but her dainty body and delicate limbs cannot indure the cruclry of this torment;and ſo ſhe con- 
feſſeth all, that in revenge of Piſan?s death, ſhe had cauſed Bianco and Brindoli to murther him in 
the Nunnes Garden, as we have formerly underftood. | | 

And now comes Gods ſentence from Heaven, pronounced againſt theſe Murtherers,by the mouth 
of his Magiſtrates on carth, who for reparation and expiation of their horrible crimes of Marther, 
committed on Geſparime, adjudge Bianco and Brindol:to have their right hands cut off,, then tobe 
hanged, and their thrown into the River Poz And Chrifteneta (notwithſtanding all the ſoli- 
citation which her Fathcr and Friends made for her)to be firſt hanged, then burned, and her aſhes 
thrown into theair: Which to the full ſatisfaftion of Juſtice, before an infinite number of SpeRtas 
tors (who aſsifted at their mournfull cnds)was accordingly cxccuted,who yet could not refrain from 
tears, but as much approved and applauded Chbriſtenets's affcfion to Piſani, as they dercited and ab- 
horrcd her inkumane and bloody revenge to Geſparino. 

Bianco and Brindoli, as ed ysſo they dycd defperately,and could not be drawn 
to repent themſelves of this _— : But asI have med Chriſteneta was extremely 
ſorrowfull for her ſins, bur eſpecially for this Murther, whercof at her laft breach ſhe infinitely and 
exccedingly repented her ſelf: yea, I have been informed, that the delivercd a godly and religious 
CS I 

ay all crue Chriftians iftory wi profit in reading it, that fo God may re- 
ceive the glory, and [red gr nc fear re. conſolation. Amen. | Wy; 


dec te rapes - 
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M>reaign, under promiſe of Marriage, gets Tolfcling with 'Child,end after converting bk love into hatred,” 
eth bis Lackey La Verdare, and La Palma,to murtber both ber amd ber y owng Som 3-the jealoufic of 
Ifab:1la ro ber Hwrband La Palma it the cavſe of: the diſcovery bereof ; 'they are 'aH three taken and: 


executed for the ſame. | &- 

T is a juſtreward for the vanity of our thoughts, and a true recon for the errours of our 
[jou that we buy pleaſure with NY PCURts the” bicrernefſe of 
affliction : bar if we violate the Laws of C to luſt and fornicati- 


A oe eco, weeds his mk 
men not co en tothe that ves the one thame 
and this madneſſ: wings he other yup” x our Fonda then our God, 
by adding and heaping fin upon fin, as firft and after Murcher, then af 
ſaredly our cftare#fo miſerably wrer [s, as wehaveno hope Tefe 
for beter forruncy, nor place for worſe; And þ ro our memory, and ” 


Gods lr Revenge — Murtber. . | Baak1. | 


nanied Andrew Mollard, who of Tatc buryin 5 Fils Wife, had one ne only -Child lefc him by her, | being 
Wb dy abour the age of twelve years old, named Toſſ-line, he hoped ſhquld 


_— 
| 2x dg wel nd bis Dang ghrer 
c: fairef parte, and by 

hernſ hap PT H chby-wmighe fee her, much 


| itand wealthy Gentleman;named 

» pris adn termed Mown- 

who n_—__ a to that generous 
of Lyons, and Sh op death, a chicf 

of Frence. '* 

wth bis Locd che meſa, where he followed 
the Jike pats ichaſcd him- 

li deftrous ro ſec 


"iy; lly ca beat de Nu 
ett to a Genele- 


mizd; Mor Gef Mavi RESTS 3.21 LY , and now fec- 
RET ir to diſliz the un endo wiſh il inin Paris, 


-y delight and pleaſe bim «© he 
he an, ct ( che. is the chiefcft tay and comfort 
thim, ES toPeris. Bur an un- 
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2 more fatall,ſccond- 


his = which he AIRY nh a. 
Woods, he ſcnds for his Hawke ib 
ſet vgh 


ncer 


Aacd hi ane. ay. | 
moins pet bye ar of wo ES 
ar ores de Gourie's1 S008; \ grcrnd, 7 cy apd |} 
to mind that he was ahereHcicy very 
ing ſct down, he (ends his 


Sher pg aagran Ir pros ; 
could afford, But | 


yeahe ſaw hor rich in beau 
as, wonderfull fair; fich is Is, yo os 
and nor the ; 
rr the Atl wake fr yper | om 7 
con ApS. « wight e 
velng,. like.che windings of Meander's ficcams, {wittly range, 
Ei i flv ge neather oon EINE By 


Bur it dp 


alk [ore Gay and hers an him with mo 
ſecrecy 3 Reyes gn. WC EIU, ho nomeopabenda her rom or to lo 


VF" 0 PgWw,'5 


. word, and favour to his Father in his bebalf. Morteign, glad of this occafion to ferve 


' will ſhortly marry herz but he reſolves 


her Son and 
her ſelf a Grand-mother : to which end, ſhe reſolves to ſeek a 
motion to Adoxxfieur de V affy, the Seneſhall of la Paliſſe, 
la Varina his 
fo asinall humane ſence, and 


for a 
for>-runner of her future miſcry z Wheteloornow, & ovary is is for 


- 
þ k. $4 s Tag 


Hi. HH, Morten and Tefſebns, in 26 


4s Ja | ſeidome. proſper. - | \ 
args atetin, or rather his luft to Joſſeline! for 
neer adjoyning to his. Father , who hath 


for a perrext and cloak for him to have acceſſe ro his Houſe and Daughter , iſech 
him to deal cff:Qtually with his Father for him , ard the next time he paſſerh char way, 
to acquaint him what he hath done therein : and fo ftcaling a kifſe or two from Toſſe- 
bu, as her Father wane Jhop, Gr Cant and. michel, firopting, vo Mts that be. 

and would come: often to ſec herz he. thanking Mo/terd for his good cheax, 


ghes 


goes 
ca, forſak 


obſtinacy, is chereat no way the kefle ; bur 
with her beaurys and row perceiving, that 
» Speeches, and Prayers, work hodefired cfict, he hath recourſe ta thas 
ſubcill invencion, ſo. many filly Maids arc abuſed and deceived ; be 


i hem him to enjoy re, he will marry her, notwithſtanding thac 
t 


| 
4 
F 
: 


_—_——_— _ St bartery 
c wh iſhed Toſſeline's Chaftiric poor Girt, canghe 
n, ſhook hands wich her Maiden-headg 


lefle : for the Gallants of theſe times ( 

build their criumphs upon the ſhipwrack and ruincs of Maidens honour ) will promiſe any 

thing , cre they enjoy their defire , bur perform nothing, when they have obcained ir, bur 

rather ſparn ac thoſe plcaſares, as at Noſe-gayes which they delighe in in the morn, and 

throw away cre night. ' | ; 

+ Calintha, (Mirtaige's Mother) all this while knows nathing of theſe occurrences beryyixt 
ofſeline, and defires to ſee him married, that ſhe — on ekyanrn to ſee 


4 Childe cre a Husband. In the mean time 


Veſſy diſlikes nos this 


only Daughter. 


Portion and Dowry, and onely repentance to 


Gods Revelga deainihddurther. Bbok 1; 


* oa FI we ee. 


and welfare, ro which endih refabterto mid Sertge aLefter, 10-p put bim jnwod'of his 

iſe, and to take compaſſion of her-povetzy,; being already: to this orniſery, thacſhe 
ath not wherewithall-to maincain her {clf and: Child :' her ſaid Lietecr-( word fiir: word): 
thought good to iniſcet here, becauſe.:the ſubſtance and peruſall«chercegt deſertt diothy (picry and 


F . 


| 8 TIF t; "8 bed 
1OSSBLINA 1s/MORTAIGN, RW? 
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JJ On have bereaved me of prine Þohonrthewhich (hat'T us mich grit af vanity F4 
'Y frould bove oftcemel farve dtarer and preciout thav'my fe: Toi k 6 ra make 
we your Wife, was the only Inre which drew me toconſent to that errour and folly, at the 
remembrance whereof I grievemith ſhame, and ſhame with repetaieh aſbeczally ſrl I 
ſet you are ſo far from performing it,as you hate me,infiead of loving mezlet the ſweetneſs 
of my youth, end he freſhneſs of my beat (which mithmunj oath ou yotftloÞu 
oth admired and adored) judge whether I have deſerved this diſcourtefſe of you * but j# 
fake Jon ner for my ſin,.'and now'I find toolate _— ormerly T waald not be= 
ieve, that the frujts of pleaſure are bitter,” reJeMhiling thoſe PIs that Jeem.(weet to the 
palet, but prove poyſon to the Stomacks and may all Maiden: beware by my example. 
"4 you will not advance my fortunes, yet ſeek. not to make ſhipulſe h.of. my hife, as you 
ave done of my chaſtity. Tou know, my Father #s dead,” and" with bins al} the. means 
which in this World I can either hope or expe, as well for|theanaintenance of my ſelf7, as 
f. "your Son, = >5/j from your ſelf, the which with mibions of ſighs and tears, Thegge and 
eſeeth you afford us, and if not for love fo me, at leaſt for pitty to hies 5 if os will not 
grant me the honour to be a pore of your ſelf, yet in nature, you cannot Jer but your little 
Son 3s not only your PiG@ure,but your Image:therefore if you will not affet me for bys ſake, 
4t leaſt do hime for mine,and think, that as it will be an extreme ingratiludein you, not 
to give her muteenance, who bath given you a $on, ſo it will be extreme cruelty," not to 
allow that poor Babe wherewithall to live ,' fith he hath reatived both his being and life 
of ou. But I hope you will prove more naturall to him, and more charitable to wy ſelf 
#t berwiſe reſt aſſured, that ſuch aged and unkiudneſi will never go lowe, either un- 
pittied of men, or unpuniſhedef God. _ © Se REN My 


. 


-JOSSELINA, 


- -Fofſelina having penned this Letter to Morteign, ſhe defirous to draw hope and affftance from 

- all parts, thinks it fic likewiſe to write another to C alinthe his Mother, to the ſame effeR : the 
which ſhs doth, and ſends it by a confident Mefſenger, with cxprefſc charge -to deliver theny 

ſeverally; rhe tenor thereof is thus, | | | | 


«pes IOSSELINA wo CALINTHAa. 


| Know not in what terms either to relate you my a or reveal you my miſery , 
# | 


eſpecially ith my own folly and undiſcretion gave life to the J as your Son Mor- 
ie doth 5 the ſecond; had Theen as ae now ſorrowſull,or as chaſt,as 
now repentent, or which is more, had Inot then loved bins, as much as he now hates me, 
Tmeed not bluſh as T do, to write to you, that his promiſe to make me his Wife, hath made 
me the unfortunate Mother of a young ſon, whereof he is the unkind Father: 1 may well 
terms my ſelf unfortunate, ith Tno ſooner lofl mine honour, but 'my Father , for bis 
. diſpleaſure,of my ſhame and folly, gave «ll his means from me, which before right 
and nature bad promiſed wes, and I may juſtly term your ſon Mortaign w»kind, fith he 
not enely refuſeth to marry me, but alſa te allow maintenance, either for my [c io v1 
=”; . 1p 7-7 ' 1 & 'T Yo 2 1: . * C o 


| 


Hin  Mortaignand Tafſeing, 35 


"4" 2 


Child. It s therefore to you, wanting ani deſpairing of of all other meats, 
bopes,that with many bluſhes and teavs,l ft rodeacn to acquaint you with the ZE 
fortune, and the richneſs of my miſery, be which rhanbly Feet jou tbr 
relieve; at leaſt if you will not, that your , who#the coop) Pl: 
ar rico Kant yen ered opera efore in kerry 

you pleaſe, wares I hope you will be cher th fo the poor 

dl tot wart for þ is ſakg, nor TN if you will frow 

on we, but rather triumph to ſee me and faint nab the rd From 
et vonehſof ſafe to excuſe his innocency, though you condemp mine ervonr r/o 7; 


ruby at leaſt let me carry this ne contend 10 thy or ave thet I may be 4 
roy vr fn wes _ : _ cimner deny this Charity, and Grace Tre will not lan that 
Cruelty. | | . 


bes & 


10SSELINA, 


Whiles Ioffe/mz flatters her ſelf with hoe, that vheſe Letters will procure her her 4efive boil 
comfort, Mortaign and Calimhs his Mother receivethem. As for Mort #ign, ie like = bafe 
Gentleman (whoſe courtefie was now turned into inhumanity) as much triumphs in his own 
ſia, as rejoyretin Tofeline's fooliſh — and rr rl Ic is a felicity to him to think, chat - 
__ abuſcd = _—_ wry cs al oy =_ —_ therefore —_ re(] = her (6 
licele, or rather diſ-reſpeRterh her ſo mach, as —_—_— ery pions, 
and her affliction his concen 3 yea he no morethinks of her, bur with diffdain .and 


the Child for his Mothers ſake ; yea he is fo farre 
both content, as he ſcorn the Mother, and will no 
his Lerter,and the 


burning contents 
to anſwer it with filence, and this is the beſt comfort which Leſſelive and 
her $an receive from Morteiga. Bur | fear the workt is to come... 

It Ioſſcline and her Babe reccive ſuch dif reſpet, and 

be feared and doubced, that chey will mere wich, lietle bercer þ his Meaber Clone, who 
ao _— and read her Letter, bur full of wrath and Cont 
it away from her ; yea, her diſcontent and maliceis fo inflamed agaiolt boſſthns Chi 

a fearing it & a blurre and block to Mertaign's marriage with / avin's ſhe noconely 
ef ro ——_— bur is (o crucll-and as (hee wiſhceh them. Þoch in anocher 
world, as unw pad; pls live in this. But nn > fy | 
watorall and forifſhs would not relieve il 

5,9 PRs oF arena ry wearers 


and-eelly rol 
very jagracefully ba 


from Mort aigy, ic is to 


calogable, 23 ſhe refuſerh it hor ſelf; and 
rocalt away ſo muychthne co-regars 


Jefelone n 
n= on _—_ 


for Penand Paper, md 


CALINTHA to 1088BLINA, | 
xe b eraceleſſto t 
uz or with thy where ele yo wy 


ierngf ty 
Gi yy whllog TE nfs thang 


beſo note, 
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r er ta thee (as I wiſh thou b been ton my Son). ſhould afford or give thee. 
Far we this Hg arrays Me proceed __ contempt, but charity. M 
Tt 4 Woman, 1. pitty. thee, but, as mpet, hold it no pitty to relieve thee. 
izing of any.bope for thy «lf, ti Peadleſ for thy Bratz. but ith be.\is 
Me, 45 —_ art that of hoy. Sor, and withall the cauſe, why ſhould I 
Chi aſcien, |, fi I he er can, 2207 will [ee the Mother but with difa 
id exuy £ Thou COT pisfortune and miſery, without conſederite g 


ars. aud Horoſcope of 5 TI never pointed thee out for ſd high an e 
a Clowns Daughter, ta ew a Petra Wife :. but _ muſt Wkigher gies 


Ai ,&5 if one, of theſe two Vices were not enough power full ta make thee mi-= 
as ol myſon of unkindneſſe towards thee, withant conſeder- 
ing a1 his love to thee, hath been cruelty to himſelf * for as thou art like to buy his fe+ 
mw with tears, ſo for ought I know, may he thine with repentance. If thou ex<« 
comfort, thou nmft hope for no other than this, that as my ſon diſdains to marry 
ray", I, that either my /\ ef or he relieve thee : "look, then on thy ſelf with ſhame, 
en thy Child with repentance, whiles my jor «nd I will remember ye both with contempt, 
in eiber with pith: 
C Aon A 
23 64/9 SEIT | CALINTHA. 
Pwr I felons: tiavi received and pernſed Calintha's Lerter, and ſceing withall Mort aj 
'* —_— di Gains to write to her, for meer' grief, 'and ſorrow, ſhe, with her'B 
at her breaft; falls ro'the ground in a ſwoon, 4nd had not the noiſe thereof advertiſed thoſe in 
the next roVm'ts come to heraſſiſtance, ſhe had chen and there"ended her miſery with her” life 
and nocafterwards lived to ſee and indure fo many ſharp affliſtions, and lamentable Wants. 


misfortunes. :/ 
"Alzyalzs#he hat now no power to (| 7 but to weep yea, if her teary are not wor 

any ſure hoe wordd arc fighs for bei _ abandoned of Mort aig, and hated of his Mother, F 
fs phirced torhe heart with the tion mm that cruelty, and che remembrance of this dif. 
dain, as ſhe tears her hair, repents her ſelf 6f her f6rmer folly, and curſeth che. hour thar 
rigy firſt fa her Fathers Houſey'6r ſh: hiny: but this is but one part of her ſorrows and affli- 
Bins, Loy, here comes another, that is tapabbeve carn her m_ orLs into deſpair, b her deſpair 
into and her rage into intombdiefe, -1 F iF} 

For by this ime Calinths andirfianding by hee Son; where Iſeline refided and Dm, 
ſhe fo orders ehe'macter, as wheir Toſſelin#leafdthoughr thereof, ſhe and*heri Babe in a Yark 
and<cold night fs'moſt' inhumanly tarnedout'of the Honſe where ſhe was ; yei, with fo ear 
' barbariſm and y as (hewas not ſuffered to reft, either in the Hay-lofty” orhkeg 
hy orb; plice wichirdoos 3>bar inforeed aþ ye in the open Ficld, where the'bare prota 

was herfBrd,) a Mole-hill herPillow, theicold air her Coverlet, and the Firmament her wy 
ezinsandCariopie.”-' And now' it is, and nevetibefore, A echt whnobing 

of teats,' and her heart and breaft ſends” fortbvitmany v volleyes hed el fake; pews 
ving no other barthbBevrres of Henviaeo light her; the pol oath ok: Ke 
OED ,' God'kiow > dogs bec-redouble her” forrows arid af aſe 
juipederyicy for want of / which ( poor woman lhe tix hor to. 1p 
whe: ek md ct and with none but che Beafts'of che Fl 

Bec who yer were fare bappienchan' her (ill, becauſe they were gone ro 
s A, and cos receive none, ſhe aftee rently bitter fighs, groans, and tears, ters thiſe 

ces to 

EE Ic _— and not thy forme, that hath broughe thee to this 

z- for thou the gface to-uſe : Avlnerroabub i beauty, thou teſt have 
, a5 now thou art wreeched and miſerable: t ſee what a Goble oe: thor 


EE I ben ens. we. 


—_— a 


29: 


HiſR.IH. Mertsigs and Iofſelins, +.) 
and remember 20 do it tor thy Babegfith thou balt brought ie inz0 the world, and haft nor where- 
with to maintain-it- - And then not able co progeed/tagcher,ſhe taked it up and kiſſes it, and rains 
tears on its cheeks, though (bc cannot fircam- milk, jo ics mouthz- when again recovering hee 
ſpexrds (þe] continues ture. 12 On i ed et, edit th 

Ay me, Joſſeline, thou art both the Author and the cauſe af thine own miiſcryz-and theve« 
fore thou muttno.. blame Heaven, buc thank thy ſelf tor ic; for thy afflictions are: ſo great? as 
whercſoever thowturnclt chy choughts or cycs,. thou findett nothing bur grict, nothing but 
ſorrow : for if-thou-think je arp he- lacks bn chee with diſdain, if on his Mother Cu« 
lube, (he with envy 3 yea, thou, not behold. che world without ſhane, 'thy-poor Infanc 
without ſorrowy n9c. thy ſelf without repentance, 'Nay, contider further with thy (elf, what 
thou haſt gotten by caſting (or rather by caſting away) thy atf:tion on Mortaign 3' be found 
thee a Maid, andhach ltr chee a Serumpex 3 tholt haſt a Child, ani yet no Huzband z then thou 
wertſo happy as to have a Fathers 'and now thy Son is ſo miſerable, as he can find none; "yea, 
then thou went a friend comariyzbut now thou fndcft not ene that wilt be ſo ro thegzand whicty 
is' worſe, thowhbafi.nor whecewithall to be ſo, to-ehy (elf; Alas, alas, choubatno bouſe woigo 
tos no friend '£43ruſt to, no meat for thy ſc[f;nor milk for thy Ghild : cherctorepoor Toſelting 
(quoth ſhe ) how happy (bould we both bo, it thow werr buri ,and heunborn!. Tou! 

She would have finilh:d her ſpeech,” bu yhat rears Incerruptecther words, and: fighs cut hee 


cars in pieccs. 125 | | | z3£ 
Y By this time her Babe falls aſleep, bur her griefs are ſo great, and her ſorrows ſo infiniee, 2g 


| the cannot cloſe her eyes, nor yet be ſo much betiolding cicher co Morpbexs or Death to d0 it for 


her 3 which perceiving, as alſo that the Moon was inveloped ina cloud, and that the Stafres 
began rodeny her the comfort and luſtre of cheir fight, ſhk tcaring co be overtaken with -rain, 
and paceiving a.cthick Wood a pretty way aff ſro her, ſhe takes her Babe, and as faſt ag'her 

weak and wearied legs could perform (bitterly.qeeping and fighing) bies rhicher for ſheleer 2 
but Heaven provesmore kind co her than Earth z. for loc, both theMoon and Starres aflift and 
comfart her inthisher ſorrowfull Journcy. _ Being come to-the Wood (which indeed was 
farthcr off than ſhe chought). ſhe began robe weary, and there making a bed -of leaves (which 
at that ſeaſon of the year fell abundantly from the Treas) ſhe rhereon for a whiles refted ' her 
(elf, bar (lecp ſhe cpuld not : . and now if any thing in the world afforded her comfort, ic was to 
ſee rhat her Infant {]:prt prettily, though not ſoundly : but here if her eyes <raved reft, (o her 
ſRomack craved meat ; for ir was now mid-night, and the had eaten noching fince noon : ſopul- 
ling off her upper coat, ſhe wraps and coversher Child ashot'as (h: could, who being faft 2+ 

ſkep, and laying ic on the Bed of Leaves, the oo from Treeto Hedge, and gathers Black-ber- 
ries, Slows, and wilde Cheffcnuts, wherewith inftcad of better Viands, ſhe fatisfied ber hon- 
gerz and now {he ſees her ſclf on the top of a Hill, at whoſe foor the perceived: a River, and a 
great ſtony Bridge over it, the which ſhe knew, as z1{o that there was a lirtte Village neer aboye 
2 mile beyond ie. which indeed in the midſt of her miſcries afforded her ſome comfort. Ss 
back ſhe bics to her Child, which ſhe finds qut by its crying, it wancing ndt onely bis nipple 
but his Nurſe, and fo with many kiſſes takes it up in her arms, and hyes towards the 
Bridge, and from thence to the Village, which ſhee now remembers is * termed UVilte- 
port , where {hee arrives ar. five of the Glock-in the morning, and lodged her (cl in a 
verry poor Innce, being extremely glad, and infinitely joyſull char ſhe had recovered ſo good a 


Bat money (he hath none to pay her expences, - and to lye in-Innes upon credit, is to be ill 
attended , and worſe look'd on: fo ſheis.inforced, yea, fain to ſell away her Qu14aives, 
her Bands, and her Upper-Coat, ro diſcharge . her preſent occafions. © Poor Toſſeline , 
how happy hadf thou been, if thou badft had: as much wit and ' chaftiry,, as braury y/ or 
rathce more; chaſtity y and lefſe beauty ! Bur-i'is now too Lite co remedy it, though tievet 
£6: repent ut. .! | EE £6 pot? Ky T1 *) FM 
: Joſſpline knowing Villepput to be but ſeven Leagues from-Durency (the \Pariſhiwhere ſhs 'was 
por is irrcfolute whether to ftay here, ereeighthiher. .'Want of means perfwades her to the 
firſt: but knowing that Martvign's love was turned to hatred, and that it was dangerous for' het 
to be near his incenſed Mother, ſhe reſolves to ſtay in Vileport, and to write ro her Kinisfolks 
and Fricnds co aflift her in-this her niſeryrand neceſſiy.//: In rhe mean time' ſhe is inforeed to 
gn pm ue money gon yr pr 

tonly a oop, Whercintothe Sun ſcarce cver en et extremely well c: 
Re top Mrkrle Bm ent mane 
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"Gods Revenge azainft Murther. Book 1. 


Bur wealch finds many friends, and poverty none : and yet, fich diverfity of fortunes is the 
true Touch-ftone of friendſhip, we may therefore more properly and rrucly term choſe our 
friends, who afſift us in our neceſſity, and not who ſecm to pleaſure us in our proſperity : for 
thoſe are reall friends, but theſe verball ; thoſe will perform more than they promiſe, and theſe 
p:omiſe much, and perform nothing. | 

But Joſſeline is ſo wretched and unfortunate, as ſhe finds neither the one nor the other to aflift 
her in this miſcry; yea ſo far ſhe is to receive cither means or promiſes, as nothing is ſent herynor 
none will ſce her; fo as miſcrable neceſſity inforceth her to reportand divulge the misforeune 
of her fortune, and to to all the world of Mortaigy's treachery,' and of his Mocher 
Calintha's cruelty z yea ſh: threatens to ſend him his Son, fith he will not afford her wherewith 

maintain i 


to It, | 

This is not ſo ſecretly carried in Villepont, but De Vaſhe and Varine his Da1ghrer have 
news hereof in Ls Palſe, which occafioned her to grow cold in her aff:Qiony and he in his 
reſpe& to Mortaige, ſoas all things decline, and there is little hope or appearance, thac this 
Match ſhall go forward. Mortaign is tooclear-fighted, to be blind herein, yea he pindy 
knows, from what point of the Compaſic this wind commeth, and is fully pofſ:fed, tha Fofſe- 
be cone ebioteondRomne he is exceedingly inraged and inflamed hereag, 
and gives ſuch way to his paſſion and choler, as theſe obſtacles muſt be removed, and he vows 
toes both Toſſelina and her Son. A bloody reſolution, not beſecming cither a Chriſtian, 
or a Gentleman:ſor was it notcnough for him to rob Toſceline of her honour, and to pur a rape 
on her Chaſtity and Vertue, but he muſt likewiſe bereave her of her life, and fo adde Murther 
to his Juſt > Alas, what a baſe Gencleman is this ? yea, how farre degeneraces he from rrue Gen- 
tility, to be ſo cruell co her that hath been ſo kind to him ? But the D:vill ſuggeſterh £6 his 
obtain her, before Ioſceline and her Brat be > 59 Now ifgrace could nor perſwade him 
from being ſo cruell to Ioſseline , (yet me thinks ) nature ſhould have wich- held him from 
fo inhaman to his own Son : But his faith is ſo weak towards God, and the Devill is ſo 
with him, that he cannot be removed or withdrawn from his bloudy reſolution, only he alter 
eth the manner thereof : for whereas he reſolved firſt to deftroy the Mother, then the Child,now 
he will fc diſpatch che Child, then the Mother. O Heavens, why ſhould earch produce fo 
bloudy and prodigious a Monfter ! | 

Now the to diflemble his malice, he thinks to reclaim and pacifie Iofſeline, and. ſo 
givesorder that ſhe and her Child be lodged in a better ſnne in the ſame Village- of Villepont , 
and: fignifics her chat he hath a Narſe , and hath provided maintenanee for his 
Son, and that ſhortly he will ſcnd his Lackey for him, but withall, thac ſh: muſt keep this very 
ſecret, becauſe hewill not have his Mother Calintha acquainted therewith. Toſſeline rejoycerth, 
and ſcems to be revived at this pleafing news; yea, ſhe begins to forget her former miſery, and 
flatters he ſelf with chis hope, that fortune will again ſmile on her. So within three 
. Mortaign (cnds his Lackey La Verdure, to her for the Babe 3 the which with kifſes and 

he delivercth him , hoping that Mertaige his Father would be carcfull of his mainte- 
nance, and not fo much as once dreaming, or conceiving that he had any intenc to murther 
), oopgtos.oporwoadenr: adage mr memadener:s xr heads, 

er. | 

La Verdure (the Lackey) following his Maſters command, is not four Leagues from Ville- 
out , before, like 2 damnable Miſcreant, he firangles ir, and wrapping ic in a Lianen Cloth 
(which he had purpoſely brought with him) throws it into the River Lignonz buc he ſhall 
pay dear for murthering of this ſweet and innocent Babe. | 
- Butit is not enough ; for Morteign's devilliſh and will not be quenched or ſa- 
tisfied, till he ſcethe Mother follow the fortune ofthe Son : ro which cad be agrees wich hee 
Hoſt Ls Palme, and hizaforefaid 


for 
and 
Ty- 


| pun 
Bue we ſhall (ce 3 yea, we ſhall ſee both the Murther, and the Martherers revealed 
aud diſcovered  xrgodinary meas wherein Gods Providence and glory will moft mj- 


| y 2 ws | 
Az ſoon as Le Verdure and Le Palma had murthitd ourharmleffe Toſſeliue, they both poaſt 
ry . * 


away 


Hi. 1. Mortaign and Joſſela. JI 
away to Durency, as well to acquaint Mortaige herewich, az alſo to reccive their money ( where- 
 ilecaotal Fo pald chemy and che odher doe: JFhie news is ſo ro bimgas he chear- 
fally laycs down his promiſe : and fo both/frollike ir in the Village, Le Verddre making 
no haſt home to his Maſter Mortaigh, nor Ls Palme to his old Wife 1ſabella. _ ; 

In the mean time (a moneth being paſt away) Mortaigey hoping the way clear,und all the tubs 
removed, that hindred him from obraining hig tair Miftris Varma , he procurcs hi Father De 
Coucye, and other of his friends to. ride to Le Pabſſe, hoping to finiſh the march berwixt Les 
Varine and himſelf : Bur he and they arc inforced ro fee rhemſelves deccived of their hopes 
For De Vaſſy and his Daughter having heard that Toſſcline and her Son were conveyed away; 
and could notbe heard of, nnd oo ops. Joerg ry me was. faln out) in 
phlaeany grein a a tmetouey way Ee 
down his and (cc his former bloudy crrours and crimes z bur it is roo lace, ' fot the | 
"hath bent his bow, and his arrow is ready to revenge them. | 

Le Palme underftanding of Mertaign's from Le Palit, thinks it high time for him 
to leave Durency, and fo retarning heme to Yillepont to his Wite 1/abells, who being an old 
woman and he a young man , was not onely impatient, but jealous of his long ftay ( which 
was well ncer five weeks)and the rather, for that he departcd, as the thought, in'the company of 
Toſſelins: who beca iſe (hz was young and fair, ſhe vehemently ſuſpeRted, he had fince entertained 
and tayed with, Bur this jealouſie ofhers, God makes his inftrument to diſcover this cx:crable 
murther 


For Lz Palms comming home, his Wife Iſabells (as we have heard) being incenſed 
with anger, and inflamed with jealoufic, gives him this bitter intertrainment and welcome £ 
Le Pahns ( quoth ſhe) you were very unkind, ſo ſoon to forſake your Whore loficlina. Le 
Palme bcing pirced to the quick with this bitter ſpeech of his Wife , like a lewd fel- 
low , gave her firft the lye, and then termed” her Whore in ſpeaking ir.. She hath fire in 
her and he thunder in his fpeeches. So after many bitter and ſcandalous injurics ban- 
dcd one to the other, nr ten ep. he a box on the car to his choler, 
wherewich he fell 'd her as dead to OI LE EY cty 
- out amain, as if her ſoul had already her laft farewell of her body. Ar this tumule the 

i afſ-mble, and decming Iſabel/s dead, they lay hands on Le Palme her Husband, 
carry him before the Procurer F:ſcall of Le Paliſſe, who was then in their Village of Vile- 
pemt, who wichour further examination commits him to and ſo gocs in perſon to viſit 
Iſzbelle, who by this time is a lictle recovered, bur not Gas he Genger death : She re« 
lates him all chat had paſt betwixt her Husband and her ſelf as alſo of bis departure with 
Toſſele, and of his n_——_ Durency ; adding withal}, that he hath heretofore many times 
beaten her , and now ſhe hopes, that this blow will not go unpuniſhcd ; yea, her rage or ra- 
ther Gods providence carrics her (o farre, as ſhe conſtantly averres to the Magiſtrate, that if 
Ioſſelina be not her Hutbands Scrumpet,ſhe conftandy believes he is her Murthererz& to concludes 
Cach,that her :rvant-maid Taquete can ſay more. 

Taquete cxamincd, ſaith, that the night before her Maſters departure for Durency, he way ar 
mid-night in Jofſelma's Chamber, with one Le Verdurea Lackey, and that fmce Iof- 
ſeline was neither ſeen por heard of 3; and being farther demanded if ſhe knew whoſe Lackey 
La Verdure was, (he anſwered, he was Mortaign's Lackey, who was Son to Mon» 
fieur De Coucy, The Procurer Fiſcal, their ſeverall ions, doth ſhrewdly 
ſuſpe& th.r- was more in the than is yet diſcoveredz he leaves 1ſabells, and goes to hee 
Husband in priſon, and after be had checked him for beating his Wife, he inquires and 
him with theſe rwo points; Firft, why he and Ls Verdure were in Joſſelina's Chamber 
at mid-nighc 5 and ſecondly, what was becothe of her, (ith fince that time ſhe hath ncicher 
been ſeen nor heard of. | 
Ls Fahns i terrifycd and atnazed with theſe demands ( and farre the. more becauſe 


hee leaſt expefied them) the which apparently appeared in the alteration of his colour 
and jon , which commonly bewraycs an inward perturbation of the minde and 
beare. rereth noe puofually demanded of him: bus runs 


the P Fiſcal 
oat eſcape ar fo heap rare - bs 
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ingly cxccured and 


low-Judge of - La: Palifſe 5 ternembred that dire-hiad formerly +heard him: ſpeak of this 
Moainfieur Mortaigh, who-latcly ought his Daughter Le' Farina. in Marriage; as alſo of: 
his entertaining and. reje&ing this Joſſtliney. a Farmers Daughter of Durency , by whom. 
hee .had a baſe Son': and now: confidering "that -at ſuch ag-tnreaſonable hour his Lackey 
Li Verdure ſhould bee im. her. .Chamber in Le Palme's Houſe, and Le P abne bimfelf, 
in bis:Company, and ſhe never-fince ſcent jor heard of, the thinks there 15:/ſome fire hid 
and covered in theſe embersz- and there: is fome deeper 'myftery in this/bulincefle z whicts 

B \ w«u({34 '' 81! | 4 


as;yet was now- revealed.” i! {i Tob Fog ' THE 1.294 
Magiftratc ; he holds it fir, the fame night (tor (fend Lt Palus 


[11FL refore , like! a wiſc i 
privatcly to Le'Paliſſe, as his Wife Iſebells: and Taqueturfor Witneſs, and. rides ahi- 


cher- himſelf, to- fit -upon his Procefſe , wichr:whom the Licutenanc of 'thac,' JuriſdiGian, 


-joyned 3 but for Mounſieur de V affie the'Seneſchall, he (for the regard: be. (bbre. ro Jdare 


teign , becauſe! he! vehemently. ſuſpeAed he had a deep. and chief hand: in, this: buſinefie) 
would not bee preſent, but parpoſcly abſcneed. himfelf-at .a:Houſe of. bis-in the Goin: 
erty; the next morning Lai Palme is examined, as alſo the two Witnefles; and; Laquera 
is-confronted with him, who ftands firm to: her former depofition : Bat hee flatly denies 
all. The Procurer and the ' Licutenant adjudged him-to the Rack. He indorethy the'firſk 
torment , but at the ſecond he:confefſeth that:he and Le Verdure had Rifled:, and -mbr- 
thzred Toſceling in her Bed, in his own Houſe, and had buricd her in his Garden, and'thac 
they were ſect a4 Work aud hired to doit by Jdounfieur Mortaign, who gave then iwohbrdn- 
dred Franks to effe& it. * - | | | . ht 
Loe here by the Mercy and Providence of God, Le Palme's malicc to his WifeUſar 
bells, and her jcaloufic to him, hath diſcovered and broughe to 1ighr 'this cruell and 
bloudy Murther , which was fo ſecretly contrived, and fo cunningly and devilliſhly aftedi 
upon the body of Joſſeline : But hers being diſcovered | ler as Jikewife ſee how: that -of 
her harmlefſ:; and innocent Babe is likewiſe brought to light. The two Judges rhemſelycy 
rid? all night to'Villeport , they ſearch the Garden, and find the dead! of :loſſeltns, 
having no other mr rr but her own fmock. They ſend away the Provoſt cos ap- 
prehend Mortaign and his Lackey for this marther, who mcets Le Verdure by: the way; 'and 
ſcizes Mortaign. in his Bed. d i wc] = 34 1+ 7.2 Dn 
They are ſeverally brought to Le Paliſſe, and firſt Le Verdave is confronted with: Le Palme, 
who denics all : but they preſent his fcer ro the fire, and then he conteſſ:th not only the Mare 
ther of Toſſclina, but likewiſe that of her Infant. Son, | whom he firſt firangled, and then threw 
into the River Lignozz and chis, aid he, hedidat che requeſt of his Maſter Mortaign,of whom 
for his part and labour, : he received one hundred Franks. -. | Joke TE 
We have here found two of theſe Murtherers; and now what reſtcth there, but that the third, 
who is the Author, and as it were the capitall-preat Wheel of theſe bloody Tragedies, be pro- 
duced and brought to this Arraignment ? The Procurer and Licutenant repairagain to the pri: 
fon, and charge Aortaige with theſe two bloody murthers : he knows it is in vain to deny it, 
ſich he is ſure his two execrable Agents have- already revealed it 3 therefore he aſhamed ar the 
remembrance of his cruell and unnaturell crimes, doth with many tears very ſforrowfully and 
penitently confefſe all. © - | way ix 
Itis a happinefſe for him torepent theſe Murthers ; but it had been a farre greater, if he had 
never.contrived and committed them : yea, the Judgesare amazed to hear che cruelty hereof, 
and the people to-know it, and both ſend their praiſes and thankfulnefle ro God, that: he 
Ira pats Faapy Notly at > 4:25p21 
- And now comes the Cataſtrophe of their own Tragedies, whercin every one of theſe Male- 
faftors receives condign puniſhment for their ſeverall offence, RES? e uo Bo} C946 
 \Le Palma is condemned to behanged and burnt Le Verdure to be” broken'6n the Wheel, 
and his body to be thrown into the River Lignowz and Mortaign, though the laſt in rank, yer 
firſt in offence, tobe broken on the'Wheel, his body burc, and: his aſhes thrown into the af#-+ 
which Sentencr, inthe fight of a great multirude of Spetators, was on a Market day agebtd- 
4 Palis. ©: 6b.'s E Us Pvt 403 QUE7 
| And-this, was abc bloodyetxd of Morteign, and his two Helliſh Infruments, for mays 
res ran es and' her filly and tender Infant : all Maidens learn by 

| to preſerve -their* Chaſtitiesz and nm La Verdure's and Ls Pahna's, not to 
be drawn -ſked-innocent blood for thelucre Bf wealth and moneyz and by Afortaign's, 
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Diſt HI. Mortaign and Toſſelina. $233 
200 hoe leffſe laſcivious , inhuman, and bloody z 7 5 thereby. to \ 216 2HPP ſo. execreable a Wit 


{can ſo infamous a death. 
thing 1 may not omit, Le Pahne on the Ladder extremel ly curſed the malice of bis Wiſe 
_ Tekela, who (he ſaid) va e'Author of his death 3 and nolc d-Le Verdure on the Wheel 
both of them were fo rately iercligious, as. neither of them 
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of the 'L tw \-&8 WH OF too 


| ' many. tears, bewailed- 
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l:f& think to ſcape when w xbartoc 
with the innocent —— AV & 


beaftly +> #7 pe 

— our ſantified bodies, who a zt- cxof the Holy Ghoſl, and ohh 
and preſumptuous ryurchering man, who is his image 
Tit tondeche lakder to ſcale Hor 3 A poaſtto helltfoe how can we give 
our ſelves ro God,when in the heat of luft and'F no of exvety 'e we (ell our hearts to the Devil? Bac 
did we cither love God for his Mercy,orfear hi Gr bis Jul: we would then not onely hate theſe 
fins in our ſelves, bur deteſt them in others z for theſe crying and capitall offences, ſeen in H-aven, 


and by the Sword of his Magiſtrates brought forth and puniſh:d here on earth; A lamentable and 

mournfall whereof here produce to your view, but not to your imitation : may we all 
read it to the reformation of our lives, to the comfort of our ſouls, = to the cternall glory of that 
moſt Sacred and Individuall Trinity. 


> In YValentie(an ancient and famous City of Spain there dwelt one Dow Pedro de Alſemero, a noble 
young 


/ 


Pw 
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; Cavalier; whoſe Father (Don Iuan Alſemers). being {lain by the Holenders rin the'Sca- 

4 t Gibraberg hc reſolved roaddift himſcttrg/Navall and Sea Altions,whert by'vo,make him: 

Coen ble to revenzehis Fatheradeath : a briveaeſolution, worthy theaffeEtion of 'a: Sony, arid; 
the'Generofity o6ia Gentlemian | '72! 1. , ev0shaic 2f rent od any 2: QAd wallet otra 
- To which end, he makes two V: $10 the Weft-Indies, from whence he returns flourifhing; 
and rich, which ſo ſpread the ſails of his Ambition, and hoyſtd his fame from cop to. hnts. 
ehac his courage growing with his years, . he thought no artempe. dangerous en 'ifhonouba- 
ble, nor no honourtqangh glorious, '.execpt. atchieveid and purchaſcl by danger., :livthe'Abons 
of Alerache an Mawora, he ſhewed many noble proots and tcftimonics of his v ad proweſſ,! 
the which he confirmed and madc good by'the'todeir.of cleycn.ſcyerall wounds, which as marks 
' and Trophees of Honour. made him farnous in:Caftile..  Boyling thus inthe hear>of his yoiurh-! 
Flo, and conterhplating often on the death of his Father,/ he reſolves ral gocoValitlelyd,paritil 
to imply ſome Grando cither to the King, or the Duke of Lerma, his great Favourite, to Pcoount; 

pain 


him and a Compiny under the Axch-Duke &{berties,, who at thac time «made 
bloudy againſt the Nether landers, thereby'ta. draw them. £9 jobedience :: Bur as he [Bega 
thisſace, a generall tryce of both fides laid afitib Arms, which: (by the raediation of Explend. 
and France): was ſhortly followed by a Pcacc,,, aa Mother by che Daughter 3 which was concluded: 
at the Hage, by His Exccllency of: Naſſaw, and. Maxqueiſe Spnole,! being chict: Coimmiſſionety of 
dither parry. Alſemers ſeeing his hopes fruſtrated, that the Keyes of Peace had now fhac up: the. 
Temple of Warre, and that Maskets, Pikes, and Corſlets, that were wont to grace” the Fickls, 
wete now ruſting by the Walls, he is.irrefoluce whar courſe to rake, reſembling+thoſe Fiſhes. who 
ddigbtto live i catarats and troubledayatery,. bur dye in thoſethbat are fill and quiet ; For be 
ſparns at the pleaſures of the Coury, TI $0 haujit and frequent che companies of: Ladics : 
And ſo rot affefting, bur. rather di{daining the pompi, dravery''and vanitic of Courtiers;' he 
withdraws himſelf from V alidold to. Valextiag with. a. noble! and: generous intent to ſeek Warres 
abroad, fith he could find none at ,home ; where being arrived, although he were often invired 
into the companies of the moſtinoblle.and honourable Ladies baili-of the City and' Country ;- Yer 
his hts can till on the Warr:3,, in which Heroick and .jlluſtrions profefiion, he' conceived his 
chick delightand felicity : and ſo.taking order for his Lands and &tfairs,he reſolves to ſee Adatrey 
that incxpugnable Rampicr of Mars, the glory of Chriftendome, ' andthe terrqur of Turkey, tonſes 
if he could gain any place of command and honour cither in thax 1fland, or in their Gallies; :or- it 
poty\ he would from thence into Tranſilvariay and Gyr:tiany,: to inrith his judgeniencand 
exp-ricnce, by remarking the ſtrength of their and Cities, their: Orders and Diſcipline: its 
Warre, che Potency of their Princes, the Nature of their Laws and Cuſtbmes, and all. otherrniat- 
ters worthy the obſervation both of a Travellor and a Souldicr : and fo building miny.Caftks in 
the air, hc comes to Alicenty hoping to find padlage there for Nepeb, and from thence to ſhip him- 
{lf upon the Neapolitan Gallies for Malta. 139d | jug 
--| There is nothing ſo vain -as our thought, nor ſo uncertain a3 our hopes, for common- 
ly they deceive us, or rather wee our ſelves in relying on 'themz not that God'is any way 
unjaſt ( for to-chink- ſo, were 'impiety )- but; that oar hopes:take falſe objefts , and/ haveino 
true foundation and -to imagine contrary , were folly :; the which Al/emero findes- true 1 
for here the winde doth oppoſe bim ,. bis thoughts fight and! ranquiſh- themſelves; yea, the 
Providence of God doth crofſe him in his ;intqoded purpoſes, and gives way. to that he leaft 
intendeth. ' | 44 ' T2, "4 ; 

. For comming one morning to our Ladics Church at Maſſe, and being, on his knees, in his'De- 
votion , he c{pics 'a young Gentle-woman likewiſe on hers next-to him, who being young, ten- 
der, and fair, hee thorow her thin veil diſcovered all the'perfeftions. of a delicate and. ſweet 
Beauty, ſhe eſpics him feaſting anthe daioties of her: pure. and freſh cheeks. and: tilting with the 
invifble lances of his cycs,, ro. hers, be is inſtantly rayiſhed'and. vanquiſh:d with the pleaſing .ob- 
hy. of this Angelicall Countenance, and now, he. can rio more refiſt either the power or paſſion 
0 OVe, $ &x\1 LOY 3 T3 | 4 "In" Fi ' ey i 

This Gentle-waman (whaſe..name as yet we know not} is young and fair, and carmot; refrain 
from bluſhing,; admiring co fee him admire and at her. / iſemero dycs in conceit with impa« 
ticncy, that he canngt injox the hpppinaile epd.commatto ſpeak with herz bat he ſecs iris in vain to 
a it, becauſc ſhe is ingaged in 5 comgony fmcny Locke and he of many Cavaliers: Bur. 
Maſe being cnded,. he enquixcy | Pricft, who walked by, whar ſhe was, and whether 


Uermendere's Danghter ; he being Captain of -the Caſtle of char City, | that /ber- name was Dong 
——__ —— tha ſhe is-every. morning inthat Chureh and Place, and ncer abour the ſame 
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16 Gods Revenge againſt Milther. Bob t; 


| acro hath the ſwcernefiie of her beauty yi en $hartn and imprinted 
in iid beare,/ Ce fenets iO didn ak here his warlike 
have end, and ſtrike fail. And (nan pamaey ny hr A and forfakes 
Mars, to follow Cupid: yea, ſo fervent is hisflame, _ vielent is his paſſion, .az: he can neither 
phedaratkeanmscCdlothotghn, dll he be again made happy with ber fight, and bleſſedwich 
next mom Leen ed very timely, and h 
fd bis Miteſe no other Church will ing vey ch, nd hoping 
firk and laſt ſaw her ; — for ſhe is pores, nr and- on 
her knces dr her ——_—_ whom Alſemero. gladly cſpying, he. kneels nexrro her , and having) 
yay mr pwr ter arr one quarter of an hour(he reſolving as yer to conceal hioname ) 
ke a fond Js in complements and courting his Miſtris, he boards ber 


[Fair Lady; ieſcems, that theſe ewo my devotions have been more and ac- 
ceptable than heretofore, fich1 have had the to be placed next fo fair {oſweer n Nymph 
Per ahrs whoſe excellent beauty hach ſo ſuddainly captivated mine eyes, and fo ſecretly ravi- 

my hcart, that he which heretofore rejeRted, cannot now refiſt the power of love ; and rhove= 
an odor eee Temes pang if Tbegin ro pray you totake pinty oftne, 
fich my flame is ſo fervent, and my affeQion is ſo paſſionate, as ciher I muſt [ive yours, or -tior 
dye mine own. © 

” Beatrice-Joime could not refrain from blabng axle her vl to ſer an unknown Cavalice 
intedins to et anets als an gaveattentive car tohis ſpeech, ſo ſhe could 
not for a while Tg the fle of his perſon , and the 
fitmptuouſnefſe of his Appare EE hes filence, becauſe the would give 
him nocauſe to condemn jt, thn ID, C0 and a graccſull modcfty, returns him this 
anſwer : 

Sir, as yourdevotions can neither be pleaſing nor profitable ro yoar ſoul, if in this 

ace you account it a feli dy os ej the th of ſoma 4 Gentewomn niy ſelf, fo 

- cannot r ated + ray Fo that poor beauty - of mine (which you unjuſtly 


A 


paine forth rich praiſes ) 1 hn «x args Ay or which is more, to 


raviſh grmrres phone ndiab boo Such ViRtories are reſerved for thoſe Le 

—_ on rang | UC met as 1 your inferfour : and therefore direting your eal to them, 
you profefſe to me, nodoubr, regarding your many verrues 

—_— SID theywlihte lence grant x you that favour, which 1 in modcfty am conftrained to 


oy wer a Novice in the Art of Love) was not ſo ignorant and cowardly to be pue off 
with her firſt repulſe and retuſall, bur rather ſecing that the ons of her mind correſponded 
with choſe eſarbpang, he reſolves now to makeatrjall of his wit and tongue,' as heretofore he 
had done of his courage and ſword ; and ſo joyns with her thus : 

It iz a pretty Ambition in you, ſweet Lady, to diſparage your beauty, that t it may ſeem 
the fairer a1 the Say who opea brighter by ron of the nigh obſurie and ll ings are beſt, 
and more perfeftly diſcerned by their contraries : but I cannot commend, and not m—_ 
euſc your policy, or rarher your diſreſpe@, to ſlight and poaft me over from rout ſelf, whom 
love, to thoſe Ladies I neither know nor deſire, Shich in effc®t is co giv give mea cloud for Func. No, 
no, it is only to you and to no other that 1 preſent and dedicate my ſervice 4, and therefore it will be 
an ingraticude as unworthy my receiving, as your giving, that | ſhould be the obje&t of your dif- 
courtclic, fich you are that of my affeftion. 

To theſe ſpecclies of 4 Tens returns this reply : 

kc is not for women of my rank and com ehther to be uinbtrions, or 
tick, _ to keep es from the ſnares of ſuch Cavaliers as 
moſt part) u 
our 

ed ends Ge ded eas Fray, Icanno 
cchr deſerve or require, cop im my evotiona nd prayer 10 God for your glory and oY 
rity oncarth, 

As ſhe had cnded this her ſperch, the Pricft ends is Maſe ; when Meer arifing, advanced tt 
lift ber up oma; tours, Fanta are he S oe Ave: from the crowd of 
May > TOs. mrs ergy game bg 

Fair Lady, was ny beg Lady Beatrees- Danghter to the noble Knight 'Dor 
 —_—_— wendy Sree ay ſo I being a firanger co you, I adnifre 
| that 


| ſo-volugtary an injury 'to your FT andn Incents, as 10 pervert my :&.Qion 
8 a contrary 2: bar conſolatioa, that my heart is 
: conguc, a dots ons cs — In the mean time , fith you 
illgb n-wo- place in your heart, I beſcech- you-lend me one in your Coach , and be at 
Afsc __ z esto honour me, in acceptingimy company to conduct you home to your fathers 
Gaftle:: {YuY 


- was &# , calli mind the freeneſs of her (pe eches and the tha lof bizanfive od 

Mi ee gt rt eng - 

7 wu ſhe 2ould in chisReply. 

| fake whth lem cclgaripecd co well wich your heare co wich your ſpeeches, | hall then not 

bar ram miners judging your lf ne jc ane, ov 
merits and virtucs,to ſatisfaQtion,if you pleaſe to grac 

vi EE SE 

hereof : Al er many $ he 

ib ccntelcs "he Church roher Couch Oy 


K of 
itGed z and it,were Cele or France, n 
UeCTnnEt: this abowination, and ber people of this impiery. Bur again to our 


- $9W 
FN We willy omic the conference which 4 0 and Beatrice -Joana hid in the Coach,and 
7 them ws ire arrived to the Caliley firſt her ſelf , then the Captain her Father , 
thank him for his honour and courtefiez in ital whereof, he ſhewed him the -—- tons 
ſtrength of his Caftlez and afttr ſome ſpeeches ai dd cdmpleeres between them, he was ſo ha 
to kifſe Beatrice- m_ buckatacrhokh felicity to entertain her z and fo he s his Lac ” 
re wer ens th his Gennet tothe Counter-ſcarſe. . $o home he rides to his odging , where, 
wind-biolds contrary, we will a lictle leave him to his thoughts, and they to reſolve in 
ſorrhe might contrive his ſuce for the obtaining of his.new.and d fair Miftris Beetrice- Foana ; 
mo likemiſe her ſelf. to muſe upon the and extraordinary courtcfies, which this unknown 
Caralicr afforded her, and begin to (| makin) on 1 nk per. cas 
9 1n 


unknown 6 Aiſemere,oras his rival and competicor, e ſeckingand courting Beatrice-Fogns 
CO et iekech and deſcended of f the chickſt and 

is Piracque of one of the chic no» 
bleſt Families of Alicant, by Profeffion 


inducd with. many rare qualities and ions, was ſohighly beloved , 
In that City, asthe very faireſt and young Ladics, were, with much 
him! in. Mariage by their Parents ; bur there was none either fo p 
_ eye, a3 was our Beatrice-Ioane , whom he obſerved for beauty to excel others , nd or Maj fy 
{s her ſelf ; and indeed he could not refrain from loving her , nor be perſ 
Wort nm > wa} Spe a Hen Ta agar at Lou babar 
the labendofanp, \ Yea, he is fo carneſt in his ſate, wy ney WON Gs 


Caſtle. 
ſee he receives him, 


aGourticr , and indeed (-to give Fen due Ja a Garaliee 


Vermaudero thinks himſelf much hononredf him, in ſecking bis D 
lor + II ay as knowing it yfor ber 


0 givey Piracquo many teſtimonies of his favour,and many _ 
Cal Ry: fand{not fo affe© d to bim,s rr fri 
ſwereth h 


and as much Je on Beatrice-Irang's rad - 
over his ſue to her, 2 bo 
ſorfake his life ere his 
ber one and the ſame 3 
: jt. the thirtcenth Article, 
, and not Piracquo; yea, 
te \defaced hon, I us , {o that (hee 
je ted co Fr as the ſequel will 


E 


Te vn ib _ 
Hy wag py on den 


ih oe Spline 


Now 


Gods Reveme opainft Aihrtber. Book F. 


Now by this time Vermandero had notices and was ſecretly informed of Alſemers'taffeQion £ 
rods be and withal] q that ſho liked him far bertcr'chan Piracqua; which newe wanindeed very , 
diftaftful, and difpteaſing ro him, becauſe he perſe&tly knewthar s mcans far Geencacded hen 


Parc agus. 
f 4l moms + rtange 54 9 ry we os, Mmanuce: 
aniſm Firoryar Gro provet thebopes 7 mans mga to = 


and co fruſtrate the atternpes 
Caſtle to the = =—oghe Don Ls rs 4 es his Son, and nl king bi Drag Fe Beeriwloas 
wirhhimghe in very ya to Brienet © kague 
from Alicant, where he means to ſojourngunril] he bad concluded aka at Saned Oe he 
them : noms of Bran far Ne AR io | s 
Ar the news of Beatrice Foans's departure, A!ſemero is c and rel now: 
not wherher it ſelf, her farkery of boeks yea, this his 


he thinks on "arr yovundr gu he fears may be performed far 
—_— > th neqtnnce and flare the promafr i een con: and cow- 
of unkindneſs; yet Sena auadptobtronadcf ker depm 
jerk reaſon to hope, muck leſs ro affure If of n= ear. 
to reſolve theſe (ning m4 don nas nt a, 
for thas he reaſoneeti'with himſelf ; if he ride to Briewits, he emanates nar ror 
if he ftay at Alicant ;/ difpleaſe the Da ; and alchoogh hebe.rether willing co-unithe harm 


of his envy than of her affeftion, yet he holds it ſafer co be authorized by her 
ficer his courſe by the compaſs of her — ants nr be-chinks 


avoyd theſe cxtrewies;"and fo findes out a Channel 
dis ; which i is, to yifice her by Letters : heſecs Ch to embrace, | + rejet this inven» 


tion, and fo iitughioſcif"of's conflrer Mifhager, ASP PAIR R Ar 26 vr par 
her the Carts” an 


ALSEMERO to BEATRIGE-JOANA. wo: 


$ long as you were in Alicant, I dremed it « beawen oarth, band bring bd for Mae, a how 
ecard ag 
7 ts 


AF and times that contrary wind which enberguing and 
, and ſo dearly honour your fc-viap as Tentred mo & reſolution 1 


7 on did I 
end my woyage ere Thegen it, jk jel born hr will end me. If you 
to know what this ſecond voy a air Miftris, that my mo bouour able ,; xo uk. 
ion ſo religions, that it is the \ 6 mat poco dn/x 6 of your ſelf to wty Wife, where- 
0 #06 only my ſane wy er » But bow ſhall T hope for this z Or flatter — meth 
obreining of ſo great a Fer Bounce foam you bav e not only left me, but which is worſe, fix £46 
the City for my ſake ? Fair Beatrice — your ervelly will make me thus miſerable, I rroms-rerel 
conſolation leſt me, to grief and misforrunes, but « confident bopt, that 
death will as ſpeedily rat my "7 doi » 4s you have of my joyes. 

ALSEMER O. 


Phnos ot hither more grieved Beatrice -Foous toleave Alicant, without taking her leave of 
Alſemero, ſhe doth now rejoyce to receive this his Leerey ; for as that plunged her thoughe in 
the hell of difconcent, fo this raiſeth them to the beaven of joy z and as then ſhe had cauſe to 
doube of bipath Bore Rae th hath not onely reaſon to flatter, but to affure her ſelf thereoft and 

will not feem at firftto grant him his defire, yet ſhe is reſolved to rewara him 


therefore, rhough ſhe 
an anſwer, char may give as well life to his hopes, as praiſeco her modetiy. Her Lernards chays 
BEATRICE- JOAMA WALIENERO *-: 


Amojecd reaſons to be incredulous, end eto income robe 


a5 ming ſhould have power to fop ſo brave a Cavalier ( ayer PVF 99 


e ri, ade fimple « Es 

ya i Emer fo rb je wie when in our bo Teflon | 
r jb oy We on my 'F 

cretion , by endeavenring 'v0 


«ir Eaframs af 


our ou wit indi 
o yo Nga Bo y erp cin eh vrs to Mei way 16 afflitl you , 
may Moo beleeve, that albboagh 1 cant be kind, yev I milhioroer' be 


offnſiay Par feerr; will never 
or RU SG EATRIGEIOANA 


This 
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This Letter of Beatrice» Foang gives Al/emero much defpair; and little hope 3 yet though he have 
reaſon to condemn her unkindne ſs, hee cannot but approve her modeſty and: difcretion , which 
doth 'as much comfort as thac afflit him: fo his thoughts are irecſolute, and withall fo variable 
as he knows not whether be ſhould advance his hand, or withdraw his pen again, to write to his 
Miſtreſs. Burt at laſt, knowing that the excellencic of her Beany, and the dignity of her Virtues de- - 
ſerve a ſecond Letter 3 he it may obtain and cff:& tharwhich his ficſt could not , calls for 
Paper, and thercon traceth theſe few lines: * | ava Li) 


ALSEMERO to BEATRICE-JOANA. 


You have as much reaſon to aſſure your jo of my affetion,' as I ro doubt of yours : and if Words and 
Letters, Tears and Vows, are not capable to makg you beltvve the fincerity of my 2eal, and the ho- 
nour of my affettion; what refteth, but that I wiſh you could djve as yr ito my heart, as my heart 
hath into your beauty, to the end you might be both Witneſs and Futlge, if under heaven I deſire any thing 
ſo nuich on earth as to be crowned with the felicity to ſee Beatrice-Joana my Wife , and Alſemero her 
Husband? But why ſhould I ftrive to perſwadethat, which you reſolve not to beleeve, or flatter my ſelf 
with any bope, fith 1 ſee I muſt be ſo unfortunate to deſpair ? I will thereſore henceforth ceaſe to write , but 
never to love : and fith it is impoſſible for me to live, I will prepare my ſelf ro ding that the World may 
know, 1 have loft a moſt fair Miſtreſs in you , and you a moſt ſaithfull andconflant Servant in me, 


ALSEMERO, 


Beatrice- Foana ſccing Alſemers's conſtant affeRion , holds it now rather diſcretion, than immode- 
' fiyto both his ſervice and ſelf , yea, her heart fo delights is the greeableneſs of his perſon , 

ads in the contemplation of his vircucs, that ſhe either wiſheth her elf in Alicant with 
him, or he in Briemete with her : but confidering her affetion to Alſemero by her Fathers harred, 
and her hatred to Pirecquo, by his affetion ; ſhe thihks vw time to inform A!ſemero with whar 
impatiencic they both endeavour toobtain her favonr and conſent, hoping Mir his diſcretion 
will interpoſe, and find means to ſtop the progreſs of theſe their importmnities, and to withdraw 
her Fathers inclination from Piracquo, to beftow is on hinrſelf : Bur all this while ſhe thinkes her 
filence is an injury to A!ſemero , and therefore no longer to be uncourteous to him, whois ſo kind 
to her, ſhe very ſecretly conveighs him this Letter. 


BEATRICE-JOANA to ALSEMERO. 


S it is not for Eerth to reſiſt Heaven, nor for our wills to contradid Gods pr ovidence, ſo I canmot de- 

ny, but now acknowledge, that if ever I affected any men, it is your ſelf; for your Letters, prote - 
ſtations, and vows , but chiefly your merits, and the hope, or rather the aſſurance of your fidelity , bath 
woune my heart , from my ſelf to give it you © but there are ſome important conſiderations and reaſons, 
that inforce me to crave your ſecreſie berein , and to requeſt you, as ſoon as conveniently you may , to come 
privately hither to me ; for I ſhall never give content to my thoughts, nor ſatisfattion to my mind , rill I 
am made joyful with your fight, and happy with your preſence. In the mean time, manage this affe- 
Jien of mine with care and diſcretion ; and whiles yon reſolve to make Alicant your Malta, 1 will ex- 
pet and attend your comming with much longing andimpatiency' to Briamata. 


BEATRICE-JOANA. 


It is for no others but Lovers to judge how welcome this Letter was to #!ſemero, who a thou- 
ſand times kifſed ic, and as often bleſt the hand that wrore ir. He had , as we have formerly under- 
ſtood, been twice in the Indies 3 but now, in his conceit , he hath found a far richer treafare in 
Spain, 1 mean his Beatrice» Feana, whom he cftecms the joy of his life, and the ſife of his Joy ; bac 
ſhe will not prove ſo, He is ſo inamoured of her beauty , and fo defirous to bave the felicitic of 

preſence, asthe Wind comming good, the Ship ſctsayl for Mehs, and he (to give a colone for 


her 

his © wp mgray fick, fercherh back his Trunks, and remaincth in cant; and ſo burning 
with to fee his fweerly dear , and dearly fweer Miftreſs, he away his confident 
Meſſenger to Briemets in the morning, to advertiſe her, that he noe faitto de with hicrchas 


night at eleven of the clock. 4) 4 

Beatrice- Foans is raviſhed with the joy of this news, and ſo provides for his coming. A!ſemers 

takes the benchie of the night , end the ifves him the advantage of a Poſtern-door , which anſwers 

to a Garden, where Diephanta her Waiting-Gentlewoman _— his arrival. He — = 
2 c 


| 
| 
| 


———_. 
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condaRs him ſecretly thorow a [private Gallcry,  'inro Beatrice- Joane's Chamber; where (richly 
apparcllcd ) ſhe very courtcouſly and reſpeQtully receives him. Atthebeginhiog of their meeting 
they wantno kiſſes; / which they ſecond with compleinens 5; and many-loving confereiices, wherein 
ſhe relates him Piracguo's importunate fare to her,  and{htr Fathers carneſtheſs;3 yea, in amanner, 
his conſtrainry to ſee the: Match concluded betwixt them 3-hee being for thar purpoſe there, in her 
Fathers houſe.' Again, after ſhe hadalleged,and (kewn him che intircnefsof her atfe&ion to himſelf, 
with whom (hc is reſolved to live and dye, ſhe lets fall ome dark and ambiguous ſpeeches, rending 
ro this cff:&, that before Piracquo be in another world, there is no hope for A!ſemero to injoy her 
for his Wife inthis. Lo here the ficktplot and defign of alamentable and ex:crable Murther ; which 
we ſhall ſhortly ſee ated and committed. 

- There needs but half a word'to-4 ſharp and quick underſtanding, Atſemero knows it isthe vio- 
lence of her aff:&ion. to him, that.leads her to this difreſpeRt and hatred to Piracquo,. and becauſe 
her content is his ,. yea, » rather it.iz for his fake 4. thatihe will forſake Piracquo , tolive and dye 
wich him , Paſſion and AfﬀeQion his judgement, and beauty-eriamphing and giving alaw 
to his Conſcience , He'frecly profer Cf to his Miftris, vowing, that he will yiend 
him a Challenge, and fight with him yea, had he a thouſand lives,) as he hath but.one',} hee is 
rews {+ if ſhe pleaſe, to expoſe and ſacrifice them all at her command and ſervice. Beatrice-Foana 
chanks him kindly for bis aff-Ction and zeal , ahe which ſhe Gaith ſhe bolds redoubled by the freencls 
of his profer z but being loath chat he ſhould hazard his own life, in ſecking that of another, [he con- 
jures hm by all the love he bears her, neither dire&lygnor indirettly to incermeddle with Piracguo, 

ut that he { and build upon her aff-ftion and conſtancy ; not doubting, but ſhe will ſo pre- 
vail with her Father, that he ſball ſhortly c his opinion, and no more perſwade her to atf:& 
piracquo, whom ſhe reſtlutely affirmes, neither life nor death ſhall enforte her to marry. Aad to 


. conclude, although ſhe affirm, that his preſence is dearer to her than her life, yet the better ,, and 


ſooner to onpe a4 re » ſhe pra —_ = _— _ fora while to returntoV a« 
lentia, not doubting but time may work, that, which perchance haſte , or importunicy may never. 
Thus paſſing over their kifſ:s , and the reſt of their amorous conference, he aſfurcd of ber love, and 
ſhe of his affcftion, he returns for Alicamt, packs up his baggage, which he ſends before, and with« 
in leſs than four daics, takes his journey for Valentiez where we will leave him a while, to rclate 
other accidents and occurrences 3 which ( like Rivers into the Ocean )) fall within the compaſs of 
this Hiſtory. . 

This meeting, and part of A!ſemero's and Beatrice-Foana's conference at her Fathers houſe of 
Briamata, was not (o ſecretly carried and concealed, but ſome curious, or treacherous perſon near 
him, or her, over-hear and reveal jt; which makes her Father Vermiaudero fume, and bite the lip ; 
but he conceals it from Pirecquo : and they ſhill continue their intelligence and familiarity ; Vers 
»tzndero telling him plainly , that a lictle moretime ſhall work and finiſh his defirce z and chat fich 
his requeſt cannot prevail with his Daughter, his commands ſhall. Bur he ſhall miſs of his aim. 

There is not ſo great diſtance from Briamate to Alicaxt , but ſome of the nobleſt of the City are 
advertiſed thereof ; and one among the reſt, in great zcal and affection to Piracquo,ſecretly acq uaints 
Don Thomaſo Piracquo his younger Brother therewith, being then in the City of Alicant ; who hear- 
ing of this news, whercof he imagined his brother was ignorant, loath that he ſhould any longer 
perſevere in his preſent errour, and to prevent his future diſgrace, he like a faichſul and honeſt Bro- 
ther, takes occaſion from Alicent to write him thisenſuing letter to Briamata. 


THOMASO to ALONSO PIRACQUO. 


Eing more jealous of your proſperity than of mine own z and knowing it many times falls out , that 
Bus. lo ; the Clearneſs = ſuliday of their judgement , Some. and contemplating on the Roſes 
and Lillies of their Miftreſſes beauties , I defirons to prevent your diſgrace, thought my ſelf bonnd to ſig- 
nifie you that I here underiiand by the report of thoſe, whoſe ſperches bear their —— With them , 
that your ſute to Bratrice-Joana is in vain , and ſhe unworthy of your afſe@ion, becauſe ſhe bath already 
contratted ber ſelf to A your Rival : I am as ſorry to be the Herald of this news, as glad :und 
confident,that as ſhe hath matched your inferiour , ſoyou are reſerved for ber better. Wherefore, Sir, 
recall your thoughts, tempt not impoſſibilities, buticonfider, that the ſhorteſt errours are beft ; and though 
you love her well, / or think that at your pleaſure you may find varietie of Beauties,wherunto bers deſerves 
wot the honour to doe homage. I could give ns tricce tomy thoughts, till I bad advertiſed you hereof, aut T 


bope vither the name of @ Brother, or your own gener ie, will eafily procure pardon for my preſumption. 
Oka THOMASO PIRAC QUO. - 


CI 


Iracquo 
Piracg & 
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Piracquo, notwichftanding this his Brothers Letter of counſel and advice, is (o far froty retiring 
in his fare, as he rather advanceth with more violance and teal 3 and as many mens judgetnents are 
dazlcd and obſcured ir bmgd nn, ao em when indced they haye moſt need 
co have them ſound and clear; ſo he is not capable to gee error wen 
bar rather reſembleth thoſe Saylors , who are reſoluce to endure aſtorm, 'in hope of fair weather : 
bat he had found more ſecurity, andlefsd r, if he kad'embraced and followed the counſel that 
his Brother gave him : For, rerggrr tr cr ſhe could not edges in_m; AL 
ſemerde'e Piracquo were: temoved , "doch now confirm that which formerly ſhe had refolved on , 
tomake hio away, in what manner, or at what rate ſoever, And now, after ſhe had ruminated, and 
run brer tininy bloody defigns, theDevil, who never flies from thoſe that follow him, 
her an invention az execrable as damnable. There is a gallant young Gentleman , of the on 
the Caſtle , who follows her Father, chat to her kriowledge doth deeply honour, and dearly af- 
{& her : yeay (he knows, that at her ſt, he will nor tick ro mutther Pirecquo : his name is 
Bigniour Antonio de Flores : ſh: is reſolute in her rage, and approves him to be a fig inftrurnent to cxe- 
cure her will. | . 

Now as ſoon as Vermandero underſtands of A!ſemero's departure to Valentie, hewith his daugh- 
ter arid Pirecquo, returnes from Briawate to Alicant: where, within three dayes of thelr arrival , 
Bach Jos, boyling ftill in her revenge to Pirecque, which neither the air of the Country hor 
Ciry could quench or wipe off, ſhe ſends for de Flores, and with many flactering ſthiles, and ſugred 
ſpeeches , acquaints him with her purpoſe and deſire, making him many promiſes of kindneffe and 
courtefics, if he will perform it. 

De F ores having a long time loved Beatrice-Foans, is exceeding glad of this news z yea , feeding 
his hopes with the air of promiſes, he b ſo caught and” intangled in the ſnares of her beauty , 
that he freely promiſes to diſpatch Piracquo; and ſo they firft conſult, and then agree upon the man- 
ner how, which forthwith we ſhall ſce performed : to which end, de Flores infinuates hin ſelf fairly 
into Piracquo's company and familiarity as he comes to the Caftle ; where wactbg his helliſh op- 


anicy, hc one day Piracqus commend the thickneſs and —_— of the Walls, old 
that the ſingth of cher c not inthe Walls, but in the Caſtmates, that were fore 
with good Ordnance to ſcour the ditches. Piracquo very coutteouſl De Flores to be a nicans 


that he down and ſee the Caſtmates. De Flores like a bloody Faulkner, ſeeing Pirecque al- 

core S klokere , tels him ir is now dinner time, and the Bell upon ago «bY if he 4 
he himſelf will after dinner accompany him, and ſhew him all the ſtrength and rarities of the Caſtle. 
He thanks De Flores for this courteſic,and accepts hereof,with promiſe to go. So he hies in to dinner, 
and De Flores pretending ſore bufineſs,walks in the Court. VOM : | 

Whiles Piracquo is at dinner with Vermandero, de F lores is providing of a bloody banguet in the 
Eaſt Ceſemete, wh:re, of purpoſe he and hides a naked ſword and Ponyard behind the door. 
Now dinner being ended, Prracquo our de Flores, and ſutmons him of his iſe; who tels 
him he is ready to waic on him : ſo away they goe from the Walls co the Raveling, Sconces, and 
Balwarks, and thence by a Poſtern to the Dirchesz and ſo In again to the Caſemates, whereof 
they have alrcady viewed three, and are now going to the laſt , which is the Theater, whereon 
wee ſhall preſently ſec afted , a mournful and bloody Tragedy. Ar the deſcent hereof, De Flores 
puts off his Rapicr, and leaves is behinde him , creacherouſfly in Piracque , that the de. 
ſcentis narrow and craggy. Sce here the policy and villany of this devilliſh and treacherous miſ- 
creant- 

Piracque, not doubting, nor dreaming of any Treaſon, follows his example, and ſo cafts off his 
Rapicr "De Flores leads the way, and he follows him ; bur, alaſs, poor Gentleman, he ſhall never 
return with his life. = enter theVaulr of the Caſemate 3 De Flores opens the door , and throw 
hore pe wy to hide his Sword and Ponyard : and looks thorow a Port-hole, and 


OTIS IG Gas WLIgE, ny 
» and 


Beatrice= Foaxa herewith , who (miſerable ) doth hereac infinitely rej 
with many kiffes z and the better to conceal this their vild and blood 


IS ene Julgmenn, WING Ma, by ſome ſecrer means to cauſe reports to | 

ſpread, firft, that Pir«cquo gone forth the Cafſtle-gate.z then , that in the City he was ſeen 

take Boat, and went (a8is was thought) to take the air Dy 
3 


= 
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—Jolly : for though-men as yet tfce1 not this Murther, yet God in his due time will both deteUt and pu. 


niſh it. | _w_ 

By this time Pj ois and wan hot jnche Cry, Caſtle: (eſe aforglaid xe Ports 
nn ore "ls 168.4prattle nope hot LOREM, jer'0 8, os noÞ whas to lay , = y 
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| ds what co docherciny aut (pe eſa inuts expect news of hang, bur t 
as them na camfare. , and amongſt. qur deyilliſh Bearricen 7oape ſeems ES 
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; wh Proc Bus the r«M{ of bis fricnds, ſearch every 
Cate deli, "ob Y $+ tha 


a». £0 ya $541 him, 7, o the 
e world pnFrty all 


nat © 
ein w weep and bewail = the abſence god Hark this Mo pared ; for 


in the m iddeftof ths forrow and of tearcy Fearice amd ſecret EY dyertiſe 
To Lojer Deas af., bu tin lg, that thereby -jh S. MF dclude carry a» 
way lus judgement fr the leaft ſhadow or fio cin 3. and -withall 
praycs him to makeno w_ er pos in V alentia,but ro com: awa p to her to Alicant. Alſenn xo  wondery 
at this news, and to aſe hix fair Miftgis, bclicves part «hereof: but will neyer belicve : bughee 
is ſo inflamed wich cr , as her remembrance. wipes away thar of Piracquoz.w neetiog 
paſſ: a lictle time, he makes his preparation for Alicen AOL fickt he-ſcnds che chictcft of his d 
bo Gags todemand his Cr Beatrice- Joaxe in Mariage far him, and then comes himaſclf 
- n Pens - whe difcrcet.and honourable manner Courts Parcnts privately, and makes ſhew to 

eck her publickly. 

In bas fter man enecs, mectings , and complements, as Alſemero hath heretofore wonne 
the af "Alon of "Aka eau, ſonow at laft he obtains likewiſe the fayour and conſent of Verman- 
dera ef Fg £ Av ay, our two Lovers, wr or exceeding grear content, and infinite. joy, -are 
united bond of Mariage, of ewa perf: ane; their Nuptials being ſolemaized in 
the es 5 of pf bs with much Pomp, State, and d Bore: 

Having heretofore beard the conferencg that. paſt betwixt Alſemero and Beatrice -7oans in the 
Church x having likcwiſc-ſecn the amorous Letters that paſt berwixtthom., from Alicavt to Bria- 
indts , and from Briewate to 4/icont; pow conſidering the pomp and glory of their Nuptials, 
who would imagioe that any averſe; accident could alter the ſweernels and tranquillity of their af 
fe&tions, or that the 7 nlag eg of their joyes ſhould ſo ſgon be eclipſed, and overtaken with aftarm? 
But Gods as juſt as ſecxc ah his decrees. 

For " 3s marricd cou paple had ſcarce lived three moneths in the pleaſures of Wedlock (which if 
GA obſerved , is the chicſeſt carthly joy.) but Alſemere, like, a fond H ws becomes jealous 
of his Wife ; ſoas he curbs and ceftrains her ot her liberty, and would her co confer 
or converſe with, yees far leſs, to fee any man : But this is not che way to _ a woman chafticy3 
for, if faic words, gogd cxamples , and ſweet admonitions, cannot prevail , threatnings and impris 


ſoning in achamber will never ; y yeaths experience daily ſeen, both in E ugland, France , 
and Germany, where generally the W one w but got abuſe their liberty and "4. ha » granted 
themby their hagbands, with much civili ion, and rc 


Beatfite-Foana bitcs the lip at this her «bands diſcourtchic 3 ſhe vows ſhe is as much deceived 
in, his ove , ashe in his jcalouſic, and that ſhe is as unworthy ofhis ſuſpicion, as he ofber aff.ftion ; 
be warchicth her every where, and (ets ſpies over her in every corner; yea, bis jcaloulic is become 
ſo violent, as he dectns her unchaſt with many , yer knows not with whom : B.u this Tree of Jea» 
loulie nexcr brings forth good fruit. She complaines hereof to her Father, and prayes him to 
be” a nieatis ro appeaſe and calm this tempeſt, , which: threatens the Shipwrack , noe onely of her 
cointeyt , but (it may be ) of her life., YVermendero bears himſels diſcreetly hercig;, but he may-as 
= © anocher Sings! in the Firmiament, 48 n90t out this fearful frenzia out of Mlſemero's head; 

his pie wading þ ſo far from ing him to hcarken to. reaſon,. as, it, producech 
xohoouhyy As ; for now A[emer to prevent his s and ſecurc his fcar, ſaddenly provides. a 
Coach, apd'ſo carries home his wife from Alicant to alemia. Thisſudden departure gricxcs. V er+ 
TN and gal pol Boatrice Jeans to the heart, who now Iegks no an her burband with- af- 
but with dil Many daics acc not. paſt, but her Fa; cr reſobreace. ſencleo. V a- 
t [ berwixt his daughtcr and her : he makes choice of De 


| Ly = \Joanawhogy.he | 
J atrice- 
* Alſemero abroad,aud (he pon 


SIE ſalares, ani ors 


oo acquaint 


HifQt.LV. "Hm wad. Some ods 


rather rejoeethans rieves hezeat, and now. revives his old ſine, and 
nll G SN bet hath done for her ſervice,and EE 


ab bx ll to. him fonghe-tine-preſent, » 2.2 Y 
I pay dear for their 0 IS * Fol f = «8 
— comes home, receives his/F tr aplealing on-hls LS <> 
and bids him. welcome: And fo.the exe ——_ mais Facher - md diaries | 
De Flores ; / a far thar time woe his.lcave.gof moths rerurny tgr Alicavt, ,. 


He is no 


Slack 


prom RES ITE Un 1d ata liancds 
pA yy web ym lhe ſawor, fore ry eprom 
Lond wy node mation, fr is gone» 


_ word 2 36] 
Fo —_— wy life tcl TIT a Er DoRs find 
ferching wany ſhotlingenany 5eiry andrecmhing, thar.bQher! 

z and ations have no way<teccded the honds digs 
ſticy ml lp Ry «6. De Flores never attempted any carte; bat fuc h ane brother may. thewwb 
his own natural lifter. Then, quorh hey whence proceeds, ghig your familiarity 4: Wherear a 

and withal! filent. Which her hugband eſpying, ny ſpatch, quoth gy and tdll me thetrut 
cle this ſword of mine ſhall inftandly find a: 620 thy hears VV the providence'of God 
fo ordained it, that ſk: is reduced to this.cxigent and ».33-ſhe rhwſt be a witiie fie 
hr (elf, and in ſecking to-conceal her Whotdom, muſt r hes Marther 3: the _ 
in theſe wards 5 Know, Alſemers, that fich thayi wile inkaroe metolhowthee dhcarne 251m rm 
_ familiarity with De F bores, that I am mack bound co.himy and thy (el. muareg for 
» diſpatchcd Piracquo, without which(as thou well kidweſt } Icould novet wa 
arodbets Ga 'my buedand; nor theume forth wife: Ayd-(o (h: roveals. bis che whole cioautars 
rage that cruel Murther, as we have formerly underiiqod.z the which! h; conjurcy and cod grons 
him to conccal, ſich no {eſſe than De Flpres and ber own like. depended thereon; ahd dat 
ache robe before conſent ro defile his bed, or to viola her. cathend promiſe © given him in Fi 


"Ales emero both wondering and gricving at this lamentable news, {aycs Little, bur thinks themate 5 ; 
ough he had reaſon and ence to believe, that ht who commits Marcherywilt not” ſtick ro 
commit Adultery, yet upon his Wifes ſolemn oaths and proceftations, he forgets what is paſt 3 only 
he iiy ehacgerh her, no more $0 as yr; oradmit De Flores into her company; or if the conraryhe 
yows he will {o ſharply be revenged of her, as he will mak her an example co all poſtericy. 

But Beatrice-Foana, nocwithitanding he hugbands ſpeeches, concittuech. ber incelligerico with 
De Flares ; yea, her husband no (oon?r rides abroad, burhe i at Valentis whibh:r ; and they are 
become {o impudent , as whas they did before ſecretly, they now in a nignner doe publickly, or ac 
lkaft, with Chamber-doors open. Diaphants knowing this to be a great foatidal , as well ro her 
. Maftcrs honour, as houſe, again informs him thereof 3 who.yows to. take a ſbatp revenge of chis 
their infamy and indignicy z a8 indeed he doth 3. for he betkiinks him(ſclf {-chiereby  cffiitir,) of an 
invention ,.4s worthy of his jcaloutic, as of cheir crime of Myriher, and of their ſecond of Adultery? 
A he Cars Ie ongadg wk Min jerrnayin theCattay ive va 
mis, which ſh: doth 3 whea i to his a } c ty 5 
ſecretly, and filently, having his Rapier and my and +.Cale, of Piokveadd NL ky 
pocker (ſeeming to take Horſe) huſheth himſelf up PRO in _ apps a Way NCXt jo 
—_ within his <hamber. es OUN 


Ro - pgs 
op ary ro high; wayoapls 
; wk a9 Ko tears 
bis Piftols on them , and then with his Gn 
With, (@ many deep and wide woundy, that they have nor” « fo TA cd or time to your 
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zword, bu therelye weltring and wallowing in their blood, whiles their ſouls fly to another world, 
wo relate what wet and beaftly crimes ode bodies have committed in this. Thus by the provi- 
dexice of God , in the ſecond Tragedy of our Hiſtory, we ſee our two Murtherers murchered, and 
Piracquo*s innocent blood rex in the gaileineſs of theirs. | 
"4 | Kniſhed chis blo y bu leaves his Piſtols on the Table, as alſo his Sword 
and Þ all bloody as they were ;/ and without covering or removing the breathleſs bodies of ' 
theſe two wretched miſcreants, he ſhats his Chamber door, and is fo farre from flying for the fat , 
as he'takes his Coach,” and goce direRtly roche Criminal Judge himſelf, and reveals 'what he had 
done 4 but conceals the Murther' of Piracqus, The Judge is aftoniſhed and amazcd ar the report of 
chis mournful and pittiful accident 5 he takes Alſemers wirh him, retarns to his houſe, and finds thoſ 
two dead bodies freſh ſmoakingy and recking in their blood. The news hereof is ſpread in all the 
City. The whole people of Yalemtia flock thirher to be cyc-witnefſes of theſe two murthered per. 
ſons z where ſome them with pitry , others with joy , -bur all with aftonifhment and admira- 
tionzand no leffe do thoſe of Alicent,where this news is —_ poſted; bur all their griefs is nothing 
to thoſe of Dow Diego de Vermanderos(Beatrice-Foana's ne ren infinitely and cxtreamly'grieves, 
pr the death, bur eſpecially for the crime of his daughter. _ | 

udge preſently commits Aſemers priſoner iti another of his own Chambers, and fo cxa- 
mining upon her 1919.90 eng. hw familiarity berwixt de Flores and Beatrice- Foane; 
the afhicms conftantly , that now, and many before , ſhe ſaw them commit Adultery; and thac 
ſhe ic was that firſt advertiſed A!ſemers her Maſter hereof. Whereupon , after a ſecond examination 
of Alſemero, they, upon mature aquir him of this fat; ſo he is freed, and the dead bo- 

ied away and buried | 


Bat althoagh this earthly have acquieted Alſemero of this fait, yet the Judge of Judges.the 
great God of heaven, who — tenet ag when grocery =, i} & bs 
Carincents, hack chis, and fomerhing fe to lay to his charge 3 forbe (in his ſacred <, and 
divine Juſtice) doth both remember and obſerve, firſt how ready and willing 4! Wasto cn- 
himſclfto Beetrice-Foene to kill Pirecquo z then, though he conſented noe to the Murther , yer 
| he concealed it, and brought it not to publick arraignment and puniſhment , wherby the dead. 
of Piracquo might receive a morc honourable, and Chriftian-like Sepulchre: and jf theſe crimes 
of his be not todeſerve revenge and chaſtiſement, Lo, he isentering into a new, wilfull, and 


es , and doth ſo diſhonourably and treacherouſly it, aswe ſhall ſhortly 
et: conn; HO find no heart to pitty him, nor cye to 


* * 
— 


< 


If we would be fo ignorant, we cannot be ſo malicious, to forget that loving and courteous Leteer, 
which Dow Thomeſo Piracquo wrote his Brother Alonſo Piracquo from Alicent to Briamate, to with- 
draw himſclf from his fute to Beetrice- z and alchough his aff:Qion and jcaloufic to 
his Brothers diſgrace, was thenthe chief of that his Letter, yet fich he was fince dif 
and misfortunately bereaved of him , of that dear and ſweet Brother of his, whom he ever held and 

_ eftcemed far dearer than his life, his thoughts, like ſo macy lines, concur in this Centre, from whence 
he cannot be otherwiſe conceited or drawn, bur that Beatrice-Foane and A!ſemers had a hand , and 
were at leaſt acceffaries, if not authors of his loſs : upon the jon of which belicf he raiſecth 
this reſolution, that he is not worthy-co be a Gentleman , nor of the degree and citle of a Brother , 
if he crave not ſatisfaftion for that i loſs which he ſaftaineth in that of his Brother ; and 
the ſooner is he drawn thereunto, he believes , that as Alſemers was ordaincd of old to cha- 
ſtize Bratrice- Foane, fo he was by the ſame Power reſerved to be revenged of Alſemero, 

it be not the cuſtom of Spaiv to fight Duels ( as defiring rather the death of their enemies 
than of their friends) he reſolves tofight with him z and-to that end, underſtanding A!ſemeroto be 
then in Alicent,ſendy him this Challenge. 


THOMASO PIRACQUO w ALSEWERO: | 


T is with t00 much aſſurance, that T fear Beatrice» Joana's vanity , and your raſhneſs, bath bereaved 

me of « Brother, whom I ever effcemed and prized far dearer than my ſelf : I were unworthy to converſe 
with the world, ry hot > hte geerh= ee of « Gentleman , if I ſhould not ſeek ſatisfa8ion 
for bis death, with the batard of mine own life : for if «friend be bound to j the likg courtefie and 
duty to bis frieud, how much more « Brother to bis Brother ? Tour Sword bath chaftiſed Batcice-Joana's 
errour, and I muſt ſee whether mine be reſerved to correft yours. As you are your ſelf , meet me at the foot 
of Gliffcran bil! ro morrow, at five ix the morning, without Seconds, and it ſhall be at your choice, either 
to uſe your Sword on Horſe-back,, or your Rapier on fort. | 


,\THOMASO PIRACQUO. 
Allemt- 
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in = wr fg crue manner, t : 
worthy of his honour, as worthy of a halter. - OTE Lao NE AE. 

The news of this bloody fa rattles in the Rirects of Alicant 4 Thibrider in tK&Arihariſebr :* Pi 
racqao's —_— being an cyc-witneſs hereof, reports the death of his Maſter, and the treachery 
of Alſemero; All Alicant is amazed hereat, they extol Thomaſo Piracqus's valour, and his ſingular 
aff:&ion to his dead Brother , and both deteſt and curſe the treachery and m:mory of Alſemers. 
The criminal ] adges are advertiſed hereof, who ſpecdily ſend poſt after him : but he is mounted 
ona ſwiftGennet,, and like Belierophon on his winged Pegaſus, doth rather flic than gallop : bur his 
hafte is in vain 3 for the juſtice of the Lord will both op his Horſe, and arrcft him. He is not re- 
covered half way from Alicent towards V alentia, but his Horſe ſtumbles, and breaks his fore-leg , 
and A!ſemero his right arm; he is amazzd,perplexed, and inraged hercat,and knows not what to doy 
or whither to fly for ſafety;for he ſees no buſh nor hedg ro hide him,nor lane to ſavehim3 and now he 
repents himſelf of his faft, but ic is too late. His Horſe failing him, he traſterh to his legs, and 
ſo throwing off his cloak, runs as ſpeedily as he-may : but the foulncfg oh his fat doth (til ſo affright 
him, and terrific his conſcience , as.he is afraid; of hisown ſhade $Rilbback , imagining 
that every ſtone he ſees is a Sergeant cometo arrelt Þ bps, ca, Hidyghoughcs, like'fo many Blood- 
hounds, purſue and follow him, ſweating cxcgedi hep] iy thr xlabour , bur eſpecially 
through the affliftlon and perturbation of ki ering $ > ws ocryf? , inutey fic | expeCteth and 


fears his apprehenſion. ICs ae galloping afcer kim, 


Neither is his fear or Ration vain : 
as faſt as their Horſes can iyc."Sathey LOFArur now eſpying his miſcrable 
' Cty HALLOTCO admean men to ap- 


{clf, he ſees he is invironed of all Hides ;and Sthk*ahie airch bat on. 
prehend him z yet remembring a Ge 3 cr with us er, he reſolves rather to 
ſell his life dearly in that Plc: Ahengos nad%.a Speitacle inp gpamious Scaffold - bur this 
courage and reſolution ſhall neither ptevail off 

He to this effe&t draws his Rapier, the which 
upto the Kings Laws and Juftice 5 but he is refs 
their Piſtols; but their ſight doe ag little a 


trom their Horſes, and environghirn 
and performed the part” of a tet] 


Fw 
; oe lhimto yeeld, and render 


e ta deſend elf. They threaten him with 
os 
r\ 


ze | Irfepott, and bullets : fo they alighc 


heir $wordy", and having hurt og of yo 
Jermes bor , the third joyning with him, they 

breake his Rapier within a foot of the Hilt, were he yeelds himſclt. Alſemero thus ta« 
» in.whoſe Gates and Streets a wonderfull concourſe 

of people afſembled to ſee him paſs, who is perſon, as execrate and condemn his fat. 
| The Senate is affembled, and A!ſemero b to appear, who conſidering the hainouſheſs of 
his treacherous and bloody fa&t , which the Devil had cauſed him to commit , he ſtayes for no wit= 
nefſes, but accuſeth himſelf of this Murther, the which from point to point hee confefleth ; 
and ſo they adjudge him to loſe his head : but this is too honourable a death for a Gentleman who 
hath ſotreacherouſly and baſcly diſhonoured and blemiſhed his Gentilicy. As heis onthe Scaf- 
fold, preparing himſelf to dye , and ſecing no farther hope of life , but the image of death be- 
fare his cyes, knowing it notime now cither to difſemble with God , orto fear the Law, he 
to 


ken, is the ſame night brought back to Aliga 


—_ 
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to the amaacment of all the world , tells the people, rhat thovgh he killed Don Thowalo Piracquo fy. 
yet he had no hand in the Murther of his;Brother Don 4lonſo, whom Che ſaid) De Fo: e;, ar the 
inſtigation of his wicked and, wretched Wife, Beatrice-Foans , had Murthered,, and buricd inthg 
Eaſt Caſemate of the Caftle :; and withall affirmed, thac if he were guilty in any:thing concerni 
that , it was only in concealing it , which he had done till then , and whereof (he ſaid) hie 
now moſt heartily repented himſelf, as being unwilling any longer to charge his ſoul with it , fith 
ia ready go leave this world, and eo gocher and fo orſoughe them all to pray unto 
to forgive him , whoſe ſacred Majcfty be confeſſed he had highly and infinitely offended ; and 
ay roy nee $,and flie the temptations of the Devil, and to become better Chriſtians 
Ihe Judges advertiſcd hereof, cauſe his head tobe ſtricken off for Murthering of Don Thomeſo 
Firacque, and his body ts bethrown na hy Oy concealing et of Don Alonſo ; which was 
executed : and from the place of Execution Giro oe to the Caſtle, and fo 
to the Eaft (xe, where the ſtones to be removed, they mournful murthered 
body of Dox Alenſo Piracquo, which they give to his Kinsfolks, to receive amore honourable Burial, 
ing to his rank and. FT ary x thence they returp tothe Churches, where the bodies 
. of De Flores, and Beatrice-Foane were interred (after they were brought back from V alentia ) the 
which for-their horrible Murther, they at the common place of Execution cauſe to be burned, and 
their Aſhes to bethrown into the Air, as unworthy to have any refting place on Earth, which they 
had fo crudly ftaincd and polluted with innocent blood. | 
Lo here the juſt puniſhment of God againſt theſe devilliſh and bloodyMurtherers ! at the fight of 
whoſe Executions, all that infinite number of people that were SpeRators, univerſally Iaud and 
praiſe the Majeſty of God for purging the earth of ſuch antetrent; and bloody Monſters. 
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'0n, conſcience, or ſoul, conſents to this birrer-ſweet fin of Adulrery ; the which laſcivious fami- 
Haricy is (0 1: continued betwixe themgrill at faft Philates's fraight Bodirs become too ſmall, 8c 
her A thort for herz when fecin itt top vide for her fame,ſh: acquaints Alibizs 
-herewith, and atk his advice, wherhzr I'marry wich ohe of her Servants: Alibins meaning 
to keepthe Farm for himſelf, whereof he had alrccady caken pofi:iion, bids her not to take care for 
el |; bat tobe of good comfort ,, and that farte' within her time,. he would provide a 
place for heveo Jay down her great belly ; yea, 'fo ſecret, as her own heate could either wilh or 


} Bar if our miſerable 41ib;us were before, refolved"to mrther his poorharmleſſ: Wife Merille, 
this news, and theſe ſpeeches of Philatea, ſer hifnall on fire 3 and fo ( herk cooſtilred with thar 
Devill ) he vows ſhe ſhall nor Tive: to which erid, he provides himſelf of ſtronger poiſon, and in 
d'dark night Cwhen as he flatters himſelt with hope, that the Heavens were fo unjutt and inhatnane 
to conſpire with him in the Murther of his Wife) he takes Horſe in the Eaſt-Suburb of Breſcie, and 
{ rides towards Spreey. "ar Ip 7 As | 
- > But fee the Jaftice , and withall the Ptovidence and mercy of our indulgent God ! who 
vouchſafed ,” and yer reſolved to reftrain and divert him from this his bloody enterpriſe, ,by- an 
accident as range as true : for a mile ourof Braſciz, as Alibius rides by the comman place of Ex- 
cation , his Horſe tumbles, and falls under hifi right againſt ir, with which fall his ſhoulder is 
ont of joynt- . Oh what a Caveat'was this for A!ib;us, if he had had the leaſt (ark of grace to have 
tide good uſchereof! But the Devill had bewltthed his underſtanding and Judgement z for he 
could ſee by no other eyes, butby thoſe of revenge and blood. 
- Arriving at his Houſe ar Sprear, he, contrary tois hopes, finds his Daughter Emelia wich her 
Mother (who by this time was married likewift ro a poor Country-man of Sprear) whoſe hgh 
and preſcnce was, for thattime, a ſtop to the e&:cttion of her Fathers poy loning dcfign on her Mo- 
ther z for he feared that ſh: had formerly diſcovered and ſuſpeFcd this his purpole and reſolution, 
#5 indeed ſhe had : wherefore he forbore to adminiſter itz only becauſe he would nor loſe all his 
labour , hee again quarrelſs with his Wife, and after hee had reviled her with many ſcan- 
talous and contumclions ſpeeches, hee in' the preſence of his C monrafull ) Daughter, doth 
xceedingly beat her 3 who ( weeping to ſee. her Mother weep ). infinitely grieved to bee an 
eye-witnefſ: of this imbumane and barbarous * cruelty of her. Father : And fo for that time 
pn! again permicted his Wife to live 3 ,Byt this will prove uo pardon, bur onely a ſhort repri- 
vall cr. re 
- Retnrning again to Breſcia, it ig not long before Philates doth again importune him to provid: 
for the concealing and ſalving of her ſhame, alleging that her time drew on, ard that it was more 
than time to provide hera Husband,” Albzus , at theſcher fecond affummons, begins to look a- 
bont,and refolves, at what rate, or in; what manner ſocver, now to, ſend his Wit into anothcr 
World ; us ( as Ithink, or ever underſtood ) conceals his purpoſe from Philatez. Miſcrable 
Wretch! had he not participared more ofthe nature of a Tyger, than a man, or of a Devil, than a 
Tyger, he wonld never fave laid violent hands-on bis own Wife,whors carth and hcaven had made 
fleſh of his fleſh, and of rwo bodies one ; yea, or had he had ſomuch grace to have confidered, that 
the Silver Wand he bore before the Pode/tate, was for the ſcourging and puniſhing of fin , Me 
thinks ir ſhould have made hin more charicable, and not ſo bloody to attempt ir; Bur what will 
fot Iuft —_ and revenge cx:cute, if we neither fear God with our hcacts, nor love him with 
our ſquls? "yt. 

Preſgverance in Grace and Vertue is execellent, but in fin lamentable. Alibins bath had years 
and time cnough to wipe away his cruelty cowards his Wife : but the longer he lives, the deeper 
foot it takes in him, yea, be will neither give the lower of his youth, nor the bran of his to * 
God, bur that to pleaſure, this to Revenge and Murther, and both to theDevill: for now he is 
reſolate to finiſh this mournfull and bloody Teagedy that he bath fo long defired, and fo ofren at- 
tempted : and now indeed the farall cite appros heth, wherein innocent Merilla,by che Martherous 
hand of her Hasband, muſt be ſent out of this World to ſee a better. 

Alibius having waited on the Podeſtate to Supper, -takes Horſe, a little before the Gates of the 
City were ſhat; and having his former poyſon in his pocker, away he rides to Spreer : but to aft 
his villany with the greater ſecrecy, he masketh and jy = himſelf; approaching his Heuſe; 
he in the next Meddow tyes ap his Horſe toa tree, and ſo knocks at door. Poor Merills his Wiſe 
was in bed and afl:ep with (a little Girl) herGrand- child, named Pomereay the Daughter of her 
Daughter Emelia, whom, without a Candle, ſh: ſends down to open the door, affuring, her ſelf (as 
indeed it proved; roo rrue for her) that it was her; Huzband Alibus. Pomeres i 4p er ch 

. one ity, but whom, ſhekmows not ; and then for fear retires to the Kitchin, which ſhe ſhut faft on ber: 
Sq Alivius mounts to his Wifes Chamber, and after ſome _ gives her a potion (ſome ſay 5 
; "Ext 
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milk ) bicrerly ſugred with poyſon, and forceth it down her : who poor ſoul is amazcd herear, and 

with her weak ftreogth crycs out for help, but in vain. He being devilliſhly reſolved, now co 

ſare work, takes & Biller out of the Chimney,- andſo dif] tcherh and kills herin bee bed (with- 

Cod giving her any time tocommend her ſoul anto God) and:ſo very' haſtily ruſherh forth "chic 
Ke | 


© Pomerea, fearing that which was happencd, lights a Candle, and aſcends upthe Chamber,where 
The ſecs the lamentable ſpeRacle of her murthred Grand-Mother, hor, reeking and (moaking in her 
bed z whereat ſhe is amaz:d, and makes moſt wofull cryes and mournfull Jamentations :- when 
wringing her hands, and biccerly Gghing and weeping, the knows not what roido, : or what not to 
do inthis her bitter and wretched perp ity, in which mcan time Alibizs going for his Horſe,fints 
only the Halter, for his Horſc is grazing in the Meddow ; he diligently fecks him, but cannorh 
long tirne ſet fight ofhim ; which indeed doth much aftoniſh and amaze him : but ac laſt he-finds 
him, and fo gallops away co Breſcie 3, where the betterto delude the World, and to caſta miſt be- 
fore their eyce, he is again by fix of the Clock in the morning waiting upon the Podeftate, and cons 
duRing him to the. Dowo, or Cathedrall Church-of that City. Burt chis policy of his ſhall nocpre- 
vent his det:&ion and puniſhment, _ 4. 1 

Ia this mean time, Pomerearuns tothe neereſt neighbours, and divulgeth the Murther of: ber 
Grand-Mother. Many of the neighbours flock thicher, to ſee this bloudy and wofull ſpeRacle: the 
Corrigadors of Sprear are acquainted herewith ; they ſend for Chirurgions,who vitit the dead body, 
and report ſhe is both poyſoned and beaten to death 3 they examine poor Pomerea, who relates 
what ſhe ſecs and knows ; they ſend ny where to: ſearch for the PP herer. | By this time the 
news hereof comes to, Breſcia.  Alibius (like a counterfeit miſcreant) is all in tears, yea, he ſheweth 
ſuch living affe ion to the memory of his dead Wife, as he ſends'every where to find out the Murs 
thererz But God will not have himeſcape, for in due time we ſhall ſee him brought forth and ap- 
pear ta the World in his colours. | 

Alibius, notwithſtanding his tears in his eyes, having ſtill a hell in biz conſciencd, is afraid, left 
Emelia his Darghter (meaſuring the ſubſequent. by the antecedent) hold him co be ber Mothers 
Martherer; and becauſe the Corrigadors of Sprear (ſuſp:Qting her) have taken ſurctics for her a 

arance , he, the better to infinuate with her, uſeth her with more than wonted courtelic and as 

Hicy, imagining, that if her mouth were ſtopped, he needed not fear any. others tongue : But this 
politick {lcight of his ſhall not prevail. - | | | 

Now by little and little, Time, (the conſumer of all things) begins to were away the crying ru» 
mour of this murther 3 and fo Albivs thinking himſelf fecure, ere three moneths- be. fully expired, 
forgetting Merilla, takes Philates to his ſ:cond Wife z which being known in Breſc;e,many curious 
heads of that City (thongh not upon any ſubſtantiail ground, but only out of preſumptive circume- 
ſtances) vehzmently ſuſpeCt that Alibins had a deep hand in the niurther of his late Wife Merills ; 
bur they darenotſpeak italowd, becauſe he was well beloved both of the Podeſtate himſel(Cfor that 
year bcing) and generally df all the Senators. Sy 

But as Murther peirceth the Clouds, and crycs for revenge from Heaven, fo we ſhall ſee this of 
Alibius,' miraculouſly diſcovered, and ere long ſeverely puniſh:d : for-when he thought the Rorm 
paſt, and ſaw the Skyes clear, when, I ay, he imagined that all rumours and tongues were huſhed - 
up infilence, and that he thought on nothing clſe, but to paſſc his time ſweetly and voluptuouſly 
with his new and fair Wife Ph:{atez, then, when all othermeans and inſtruments wanted, to bring 
\this his obſcure and bloody fatt to light ; Lo, by the Divine Provid:nce of God, we ſhall ſce Alibius 
himſelf be the cauſe, and inftrument of his own diſcovery. 

For after he had marricd Philatea (which 1 take to be the firſt light of ſuſpefting him of his wife 
Merilla*s Murther) (if my information be true, as I corfidently beleeve ir is) this is the ſecond 3 
* Miibius under the pretext of other buſineſſc, ſends for one Bernardo, of the Parith of Spreer,to come 
to him to m_—_ Now, for our better light and information herein, as alſo for the more orderly 
contriving of this Hiſtory, we muſt underſtand, that this Bernardo was an old affociate and difloluce 
companion of Alibizs : whom (as it is well known by thoſe who knew them) he had many times 
uſed and made his ſtickler and agent in many of his former lewd courſes and enterpriz-s 5 not that [ 
any way think he had any hand inthe preſent Murther of Merilla , for then (lknow) ſuch is the 
Candour and Wiſdome of the Corrigadors of Sprear, and ſuch is the clear judgment and zcal of the 
Sppors of Breſcia to Juſtice, that he had never cſcap:d, but had been apprehended and broughe to 
his tryall. | 

" muſt farther —_— _ this —_— _ —_ FA mw of Emelia's Husband : 
yea, fcarce any one day t they were known and ſeen together in T ippling-bouſes, and other 
fach lewd and vicious places, whereas drink was ftill a moſt cure and > thn Secre- 


tary. 
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> fe may be that whar Merille told her Husband privately, he diſcovercd ic publickly to Rerwerds : 
who coianiing (as we have formerly heard) ro Breſcia afrer his conference with Alibius, he. fell + 
to his old vainof tippling and carowfing, and there without the North-gate of Breſcia ( which 
looks towards Bergamo) having more money than wit, and more wine than money, in the middeft 
of his cups, told he was a ne, or Countrey-man of Spreer: that he knew Alibixs as great 
as now he bore himſclf, and that he murrhered his poor Wife ii the Countrey, to have this fine 
one in the City. Which ſpeeches of his he reiterated and repeated often; yea, ſo often, as they 
fell not to the ground, bur ſome of his lewd companions took notice thereof : and'one the 
reft, being inwardly acquainted with Alb;xs wen and ſecretly adviſed him hereof 3 who (under- 
hand) ſends away for Bernards, ————— 
never ſcen in Breſcia: But this report of his d bebind him. | RT 
* A fﬀccond light which Alibivs gave to the dif of this his Murther, was, thac thinking the 
way clear, all ſaſpition vaniſhed, he ——_—_—_—_——_—— into contempt, and his courtecfie 
to diſreſpe& and unkindnefſc towards his Daughter Emelie, by taking away the: greateſt pact of 
that ſmall means he gave her towards ber maintenance z which uncharitable and unnaturall - part 
of his, threw this poor Woman into fo bicter a perplexity, as knowing in her conſcience that-her 
Father was her Mothers Murtherer, ſhe exceedingly and fcared , left be would attempe 
to diſpatch her likewiſe : the which ſhe farre the more doubeed, becauſe her Father had baylcd 
her, but not as yet freed her from her appearance before the Corrigedors of Spreer; But hte, as 
fimplc as ſhe was, ſbe cnters into many coofiderations with her felt ; chat roaccuſe her Fathergwould 
be as great a diſobedience in her, as it was a cruelty in himeo murcher her Mother, She is a long 
time irreſolute, cither to advance or retire in this her purpoſe and cncterprize : and here ſhe conſules 
betwixe Nature and Grace, betwixt the Laws of Earth and Heaven, what ſhe ſhquld do, or , bow 
ſk ſhould bear her (elf in a matter of ſo unnaturall a nature 3 it grieves her tobe the mcans of hee 
Fathers death, of whom ſhe had received her being ; and yer ſhe forroweth not to reveal the mur« 
therer of her Mother, of whom ſhe injoyed her life; 'Burt chough ſenſe and nature cannor, yer Rea- 
ſon and Religion will reconcile, and elcar theſe doubts: yea, evaporace thoſe miſts, and diſpexle 
theſe clouds —_—_ and make us ſceclear, that Earth may not conceal Murther, fich God 
receives glory both in the deteQtion and puniſhment thereof. 
Some will ſay, this Daughter did ill to accuſe her Father. But who will not affiem that he did 
farre worſe, to murther her Mother ; neither wazit a delight, bac a torment to her, to cff:R ie z- for 
ſhe enters into this reſolution with tears, and perſevereth chereit wich fighs and lamencations; buc 
if ſhe were at firſt reſolute herein, this reſolution of hers is. exceedingly confirmed, when ſhe ſees 
her Father ſo ſuddenly marricd, and her ry rac mrs a = down ker great belly, eſpe- 
+ m1 nts. 0 er cars ons _ So now ſhe can no longer contain 
her ſelf, bur goes to the next Corrigador, and reveals him, that her Father Aljbixs was the Murthes 


rer ofher Mother Merille. 
BY -o_ being wondcring at this lamentable news, detaias 
Emehe in his Houſe, 


very - pine bar before him: at 
m 


owing, the Corrigadors of Spreer 
7 5 and Senators, her; 
ſpeaks before God; and alchoagh Alibins be her carthly 

3 
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jure and ſwcar herto ſpeak the truth, and no more: and becauſe they ſee her a fimple illiterated | 
Wonian, they inform her what the vertue and nature of an Oath is. When Emetia talling on-her 
knees, ' wringing her hands, and ſtedfaffly looking up towards Heaven, ſhe (bitterly weeping and 
fighting) for a pretry while, had-not the powerto0ittera word 3: The Prefeft with milde exhortas 
tions md ſpe=ches incourageth her.to ſpeak, wh:n with many tcars and interrupted. fights, ſhe ac 
laſt 'titterech cheſe- words, My Father/ hath often beaten my- Mother, and (even lain her for 
'd:ad; and' at other times, heebarh given ber poyſon, and he ir is, and no other, that hath 
now: murthered/ her. ' One of the Scnators, (fume ſay ic was the Podeftate , who as much 
favoured Alibius 4 as hated his» Crime ) bade Emeliz look to her Conſcience, and her Con» 
ſciznce: to God z :and +withall to. confider , that erills was her Mother, fo Al:bius was her 
Father. Whereat ſhe bitterly weeping, again ſaid,. That what ſhe had already ſpoken was true, 
as ſhz hoped ro injoy any part of Heaven. So they binding her to give Evidence at the grear-Courr 
ofthe Province, which fome four moneths after was to be held in-the Cattle of their Cityy ehey 
diſmiſſc her. | 

14m which mcan time Alibius is vilited in Priſon by divers of his acquaintance; yea, ſeme of the 
chicfeſt Senators themſelves afforded him that Honour and Charity: they deal with him about his 
Crime , bur in vain, for he takes Heaven and Earth to witneffe, tha he is innocent, yea, he ſeem 
to beſo religiousand conſcionable in his ſpeeches, as he drew my of inferiour rank and under» 
ſtaydfng, to believe'that his accuſation wasnot true, and his impriſonment unjuſt and falſe. Bux 
God will ſhortly uamask his hypocrific, and to his ſhame and confuſion, lay open and diſcover cg 
the 'whole World, his unnatural and bloody a | | 

' And now the time is come, ' that the Duke and Seigniory of Venice arc uſed to deputc and ſend 

forth Criminall Judges, to deſcend and paſſe thorow the Provinces of their Territories and Domi- 
nidng: to fit apon all capitall Malefators, and to puniſh them according to their deſerts. A cu- 
ſtone indeed held famous, not _ in the Cl but in the whole Univerſall World : and 
whereby che Venetian State doth y receive both glory, vigour, and life, fith ic noc 
'onely preſerveth their Peace /z and - propagatech their rranquillicy z but alſo roogeth our 
and exrerminateth all thoſe thar.( by their Jewd and difſolute ations ) ſeeks to impugne aud 
infringe it. | . | 

- Thas theſe High and Honourable Judges being in number two for every Diviſion) having di- 
ſpatche their buſinefſe (or rather that of the Scigniorics) in Padua, —_ Verona,and Bergamo, 
are now arrived in Breſcia, in the Caſtle 'whereof (which is both itall and conſpicuous to 
the eye) they keep their Forum and'Tribunal. And becauſe this City is exempred from the Pro- 
vitce, as being particularly indowed with a peculiar Juriſdition, and honoured wich many ho» 
nourable Privileges and Prerogatives,' therefore (Merilla _ murthred in the Province) Alihius 
is fetched oat of his firſt Priſon, and by one of the chicfeft graveſt Senators deputcd for that 

urpoſe by the Podeftate, and Senate, conduCted and conveyed to the Caſtle, thereto be arraigned 

by thoſe two great Jadges : and" although this aforcſaid Scnator was ſo wiſe and religione, as: be 
ſeemed to have the art of perſwafion inhis ſpeches md v0 by the way, uſing his beſt oratory and cha» 
riry co draw Alibias from denyall;/to confetion, and from that to contricion and , his 
Heart was ſtill fo perverſe and obdurate, as he notwithſtanding perſevered in his wiltull obſtinacy, 
and' pereniptorily continued and ſtood apon the points of his innocency, and juſtification. So ſtrong 
wasthe D:vill yet with him. © : 

©" But while an infinite number of Speftators gaze on Alibins, as he is in the Caſtle 7-and he chear- 
fully and y converſed with ſome of Ro ——_— as if the innocency of his conſcience 
wereſuch, as his heart fele no * nor ation, Lo, hc is called co his Arcaignment, where 
unto that world of peoples zwere-thea in the Caſtle, flock and concurre. | 

His thoughts att'ſo vain, - and hisvanity ſo ambirious, as he come to the Barre in a black bearen 
Satin (ute, with a fair Gown, and a ſpruce ſet Ruff, having both the hair of his head, and his Io 

| 23 Anccampwn up pres > fo pleaſant a look, and fo confident ademecanour, as. it 
he were co receive, notthe ſentenco of his guiltinefie and death, bur.that of his innocency and ins 
Hhrgement, Theſe Honourable Judges cauſe bis Inditcment to be read, wherein his poyſoning and 
mucthering of his-Wifey is depainted out in all its circumſtances, whergat his co 
an&confidence s yer (norwichftanding) fo great as by his looks be ſeems no m————— . 
147 aſtoniſh:d or afflited : the Wi are produced ; firſt, his own Daughter Emelia, who 


tears _— eyes, _ _ to her former STS that he had oft:n _ aan al to 
&«#h; and now itled andpoyſoned her 5 ing in every.poine wi ion given to 
the Podeſtate and Prefe of Breſeirs which w eh, ber Farber Aibius wichonaay plantble and 


ſugredfp.cches, tells his Judges, that his Daugher is incenſed orlunatick ; or clerhac ſhe Pre 


Hiſt: V, --* Alibias and. Merille 


ſeeks bis life, coenjoy char fmall-means he hath, after his death, and fo runs on ina molt extrava» 
Los and i Apology for himſelf, with inveQtive and ſcandalous ſpeeches againit her, 
and conic thae he was never owner of any v3, 

flis Judgesg our of their honourable inclinacion, and zealto ſacred Juſtice, premit him to ſpeak 
withour interr.iption ; - when' having ended, - they begin co ſhew him the foulneffe of his faft; yea, 
like heavenly Orators, chey paint him our che devilliſh nature and monftrous Crime; of Murther , 
th: which chey Gay he redonblerb by denying ic,- norwithftanding that they have evidence as clear 
as the S111 ts Convince him thereot 2 and fo they call for two Apothecarics Boyes, who ſcyerally 
affirm, they ſold him Rats-bane- ar ewo ſeveral times, goth 

Bur the D:vil is till ſo tron with Alibizs, as though his Conſcience doth hereart aflit and 
rorment him y/-yergthere is no nor fign thereof, cicher ſcen in his countenance,'or diſcerned 
in his ſpeeches, bue fill he perſovers in his ovſtinacy, and ina bravery precendy eo wipe off the Apo> 
thecarics Boyes evidence, wih.this poor cvaſien, that he t and uſcd it only to poyſoti Rar: 
And ſo again with many ſmooch words, humblererouches, and. ritical complements he uſeth 
the prime of his ſabriliry and invention comake jrappear to his he hadno way imbrued 
his hands in che blood of his Wife 2 but this wilt norayail him, for he is before Lynee-eycd Judges, 
whoſe 7 andaviſdomcan pierce chorow the foggy miſts of cxcuſer; and che obſcure Clouds 
of his far-fetched _ and I Gs - 6 

And now to-doſe and winduprhis Hiſtory, after the Jury impann-lled had amply heard, as well 
ns RIES rr" nr Te z _ thar = world nds = that 

is gavenmm 2 tair | ryal, . tacy return..and report him guilty of murthering his Wife Meril- 

la gt he is put off che Barre, and ſo for that time ſent back+o his Priſon-: and yet the heae 
of his obſtinacy being hereart no way cooled, the edge of his denyal any way rebated, nor the obdu- 
ratencfſe of his heart, the lcaft thing mollified , he, by the way as he bx 4 beating his breaſt, and 
ſomerimes out-ſpreading his arms, faith, jt is not hia Crimeybut the malice of his devilliſh daughter 
chat hath caft him away 3 yea, alholigh'many of hiscompaſſionate #nd Chriftian friends do now 
again in priſon, work and perſwade him to Confeſſon, by alleging him, that God is as merciful to 
the repentant, as ſevere tothe impenitent and obſtinate, yet all this will not prevail. 

The ſccond morn after his Conviftion, he is brought again from his priſon, to the Cafile, 
and ſo to the Barre , to reccive his} Judgement , where one of the two moſt honourable Judges 


ſhew him dn=LWTi 
Thar it is his hearkning to the Dzvil,and his forſaking of God,thar hath brought hin tothis mi- 
ſcry ; paints and points him out his difſolute life, his frequenting of bad company, his prodigalicy 


| "of his body, batot his ſoul ; and ſo after a 
Þ xoch, Qion of the living asthe conſolation of 4- 
oO Pre that his execrable Murther 


committed of f.OW Id kayg till be were dead : and fo beſoughe the Lord 
tobe mercifi Jaggh 

And now is Wd iwecturakd.cs: perverſe, affic- 
age 4a Endive. rwgec Jy: Yar God will nocfuſfer him 
to dye, without COntclinayrl, og 7 thisKje Dloody aric 1 mit 

Theſe his grave and At * bes, te N33. an Charity, ſend him 
D'vines, ca prepare higgeari{totlogeth. obeble vi | that to come: 
doal moſt cff:&ually, pogWllyF and lotoully: ith him they found, 
that the D:vill had ſtrongly iſſwcdand charmed hin It were, hardncd his heart to his 


perdition, yet God, out of h _ I > \ith plc mer 
J | Ic irced and mollificd ; they 
incouraged and comforted 


ſpecches, and cxhortations, pag beneck and 
| Gods 
Murther of his Wife, and not only 


ar laſt fo prevail with him, that be 
wich his mercics , he with tcars, nghggnd zsconfciſerh 
bitterly repznes it, butalſo doth than Diviney, for their charity, car:, and zeal for the 
pn ion and faving of his ſoul, and deth pon his knees beſeech them to pray unto the Lord xo 
torgive him. j . | 

We have ſeen Alibius murcher his Wife Mild; we have ſcen his apprehenſion, . impriſonment , 
triall, convition, and condemnarion, for this his execrable and bloudy tat : wherein we may ob- 
ſerve how the Juſtice of God till criumpherh ore the temptation and malice of th: Devil, and how 


M-rrher though never (o ſecretly ated, and corfeealed, willat laft be deretcd and puniſhed. _ 
reſtet 


it 
cies, ' adderh both power and grace to their 
i 
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"ficth there now, bur, chat after we have hereby made uſe; of this example, we ſee Alibins 
ferched from bis Priſon, and conveyed tothe place of Execution; (whereat (48 we have heard) he 
formerly ſtumbled in jeſt,but now he muſt in earneſt) where,(although it were iwely in the morn, 

Car having the favourto d alone,and at leaſt three rs before the other condemned Malefators) 
an infinite nurnberof the ivizens of Breſcis, (of all ranks and of both Sexes) aflembled wo (ee Alibi 

a tk ip lure CO eres dana ® from the 

At his up the , ir gray and co ew 
nn wr he ny the cycs of ofthe greareſtp t 50s x to e drow giny rom th 
ly ſcduced him to lay vi is Wife, and to fre ſo grave and fo 
CC nn away. 

4 ym pig 777 onely he freely confeſt his Crime, and with infiniec 

and tcars beſ the World to pray for bis ſoul; he Jaweandthe Vaniey of ble youth. and 

eenefſe of wages rold oy dn rooBetPagareaBed —_———cho 

Gee in che Devill, him tothis ſhamefull cnd hem agalo 


ad gan dewar yi Eran ee ns his ſecond' wite Philates 
being any with the murther of his firſt wit Aerille, he recommend- 
i han oi Reon, dycd as penitcntly as he had live diflolutcly and pro- 


To God be all Glory and Praiſe. 
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R merry 16 Your WbEE 


Bacon, Earl of Derſat; and Lord-Licurenant-;. 
of His Majeſtics County: of, Sxſſex, YO 


"I. : 


"nigh Honourable, . 


mn tofs BITS bold or zealous, I know 
Fol not] have adventured thiy thu ſecond Book of my I ra gical 
Hiſtories to nice the Rorld oe your Honours Patronage 
and ProteSlion. Nevber peed 1 o6 farreto  yeoldeither 
Jour Honour,or theWorld,s reaſon of thig 'my.Preſum p- 
| tion ard Ambition, ſth your Vertnes eunobling your 
blood, as much as. yonr' Nobility ink retes your $f 
 twes, was the firftmotive which drew me hereunts : } 


reatneſle ; ; 


not o —— ripe to be oy. 5, P ; woll TER \that as; 7s 


God: 
cond preveyling Mojine' Ek A. dic tion pan Fans a : of 


"FLEE 


my particular fs 45.1y rforft w Wea! Vn w/catay _ deration of 1 or 


hafer and Piler The yak and —whe of ef ——_— ardto _ - 
or 


ee ee A Ee en I et te. ns. 


—rodnnh tart. bl 3 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
venge. ſtill fights and triumpheaga; 
aid p hs ted) tueter, £4 


ty at my ignorance O preſumption,in daigning permit this wy rude Pamphblet,to 
ſalute &- pilgrimage the World, under the authenticalt paſſe-port of your Hon: 
favour; who of her ſelf is compoſed of ſo poor metall (or rather droſſe ) as with- 
out the pure gold of your Honourable Name, it would run « hazard, mt to paſſe 
currant with the curious wite, © cenſures of this our{(too cnrions & tor cenfort- 
015 age whereof could I reſt aſſured, I ſhould then not only rejoyee, but trinaeph 
in this my bappineſſe, as ſo richly exceeding the proportion of my poor Iabeurs &+ 
Merits,that I could not aſpire to a Greater honour, nor defire a fiwcerer ſohicity : 
And ſo recommending this my imperfe&i Pamphlet to your favour, ary wiworthy 


(elf fo your pardon, and your Honour,' your Noble Conanteſle, axtthe ſweer 
young Lady your Naughrer, to Gods beſt favours and mercies, [ will affine 


the confdence axd conſtancy to remain, 
X n Your Honours in all-bumility and fervice. 


JOHN REYNOEDs, | 


The Triumphsof Gods revenge againſt the Crying 
and Execrable Sinne of Murther, 
 HITORY VL 


Viftorina cauſeth $ypontus to flab and murtber ber firſt hushand Sontanza, and ſhe ber ſelf poyſaneth 
Faſlino : ſo tvey both being miraculouſly detefied and convidied of theſe their cruel Murihers, be is be« 
beaded, end ſhe banged, and burnt for the ſame. 


V \* {ogy takes up our defires, and _— and Murther ſeizethon our refolutiong, it is 
the truce way to make us wretched in this life, and our fouls miſerable in that to comes 

for if Chaſtity and ay (the two precious virtues and ornaments of a Chriſtian) ſteer not our 
ations on Earth, how ſhall, nay bow can, we arrive to the Harbour of Heaven? or if we abandon 
theſe celeſtial virtues, to follow and cmbrace thoſe infernal vices, what doe webur cake our ſelves 
from felicity to miſery , aud conſequently give our ſelves from God to Saran ? Bur did we ſeriva(ly 
(and not trivially) conſider that there is a Heaven to reward the Righteous, and a Rellto puniſh the 
ungodly, we would neither defile\ our hearts, not pollute our ſouls wich the thought, awch leſs 
with che ation of ſuchbcaſtly and inhumane crimes. But in this finful age of ours, the number is 
- but too great of Taſcivious and impious Chriſfians, who delight in the aff:Qion and pra- 
Fice thexeof : Among whom I here repreſent the Hiſtory of an cxccrable Genclewoman , and 
her wretched and unforcunate Lover, who were both boen to honour, and- nog to Tag had 
they had as much gracc-to ſecure their lives, as wu and impicty to ruin thems The Hiſtory 
is bloody, and therefore mournful : but if we their crimes, we need not os. ke gaps 
— ſpr God is as graciouzand propicious to protedt che innocent, as juſt and ſevere to cha- 

tte the guilcy, 

w I 
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Book 1I. 


| Goas Revenge ogainſt WY urtber. 


| Ialtehy, the beauty of wp > and in the City of Venice (the glory of Ita, be Nympin ot the Sca 


and the p:arl and diamond of the world ) in the latter years of the reign of noble Leonardo Donato, 
(who, as Duke , ſate tothe h:1m of that potent and powerfull Eftatc) ſo famous for baniſhing the Je- 
ſuits , and for oppofing himſelf againſt the intruſion and fulminations of Pepe Paulus Duintus, inthe 
jaſt defence ns 4 maintenance of the Parogyeives and privileges of the Seignory 3 There was at thac 
time a gentleman , a younger brother, yer of well ncer fifty years old , of the noble Family of the Be- 
raldi, named Seignior Tacomo Beraldi, "ud dwelt above-the Rialro Bridge (that famous Maſter- piece 
of Architecture) upon the Canalla Grande, who in the April of his youry took to Wife the Done Lu- 
cia, daughter to Seignior Lorenzs Burſſo, a Gentlemanof Padua, by whom he had ſeven Children, 
four Sonnes and three Daighters; fo as his Witc and he eſtecming themſelves happy in their Ifſue,patt 
away their time-in much content and felicity ; but God (* for ſome ſecret and ſacred reaſons to his 
Divine Majcfiy beſt known _) converting his fimiles into frown, within the ſpace of ſeven years , 
&* away fix of theic Childreg, ſoas their cldeft daughter onely remained living , being a young 


tlewoman of ſome cighteeryears old, named Done Victorina. | "3, 
This young Gentlewoman , being noble, rich, and fair, (three powerfall and attraQtive Adamants 
rodrawthe aff-Ctions of many Cavalicrs) according to herdefert , had divers Gallants who ſoughc 


her in Marriage z but ſh: \wazHfnature proud , cholerick., diſdainfull, and malicious; Vices cnow 
to ruine both a'bcauty and a : but of all her ſuters and ſervants , he whom ſhe beſt loved and 
affected, was one Seigniour Sypontus , a Gentleman of the City , who was more noble thanrich, and 
yet more deboſhr and iciousthan noble ; but otherwiſe a very proper young Gallant : but the per- 
tc&ions of the body are nothing to be compared to the excellent qualitics and indowntentsot the _, 
mind, for thoſe are but the varniſhes and ſha ddowes of a mcer man, but theſe the perfetions and cxe...; 
cellencies of a wiſe man, and therein noble ; fith indeed wiſdome is one of the trucſt degrees , ant */ 
moſt effentiall parts of Nobility. Now if Victorine love Sypontus, with no leffe reciprocall flame and 
zeal doth Sypontus affeft Victorina : for as his cys behold the delicacy of her ew , and the 
ſweetnels of her beauty , ſo his heart lovescither , and adores both 3; yea, ſo deep an impreſſion hath 
ſhe ingraven in his thoughts and contemplations, that he is never merry till he ſee her, nor pleaſed 
till hc injoy the felicity of her company; which 7:ctorina rejoiceth to ſee, and obſerves with infinite 
content and deleQation. n_ s intanglcd in the ſnares of J/ictorinas beauty , and ſhe likewiſe 
in thoſe of wo 7 mma , he reſolves to court her , and ſeck her in Marriage , which he 

with much affc&ion, zeal , and conſtancy, leaving no induſtry, care, curioſity , or coſt unattempted , 
to inrich and crown his defires with x & precious and ineftimable treaſures of her love. I ſhould 
make this ſhore diſcourſe ſwell into an ample ——_— , to particulzrize , or punCtually rclate the Let» 
ters, Sonnets, Preſents, Meetings, Dancings , Malick, and Banquets, which paſt twixt theſe two lo- 
vers, and wherewithSypontys incd+ hixdear Miftreſſe Victorine ; +will therefore purpoſely 
owir it, and cover my ſelf with-this excuſe, which may ſatisfy my Reader , to confider that Sy- 
pontns (as before) was an Tralian, whoſe caftoriie and nature rather exceedes than comes ſhort , in all 
amorous ceremonies and complements : And therefore again to reſume my Hiſtory, 1muſtbriefcly 
declare, that after the protraQion and recefie of a years time; Victorina conſenteth to Sypextns , to be 
his Witfc, ſo farre forth as he can obtain thoſe ofher father and mother: a fit and vertuous anſwer of a 
daughter, wherein Il know not whether ſh: bewray more modefty and diſcretionin her (clf, or reſpet 
and obedience to her parents. . %” 

© Sypontus infinitely pleaſed with this ſweet news and delightful melody , is as it were raviſhed and 
raptup into heaven with joy, when flattering himſelf wich this poor hope, that as7 ictorina was cour- 
tcous , ſohe ſhould finde her parents kinde to him 3 he , with much reſpe& and honour, repaires to 
Beraldiand' Lucia , and infair and diſcreet termes acquairitsthem with his long affc&ion to their 
— 3 whom (with as much carneſtnefſe as humility) he praics to beftow her on him 
for his wife :' but this otd Couple are as much difpleaſed at Syportus his motion , as their Daughter 
Victorina re) b cherear, and ſo they retticn him their deniall inſtead of their conſent, only in ge» 
heral:cearms they thank him for his love and honour , and ccrtific him that they have otherwiſe it 
poſed of _ Sypontt: bites the lip, 'and Victoring hangs her head at this tkcir bitter and 
diRtaſtfull anſw&*but he'is to getierous and amorous too be pur off with this firſt repulſe. Whereupon 
he imploys his' Parents and kinsfolkes ( whereof ſome were of the chicfeſt rank of Sexatours and 
Megnificos) todraw Beraldi and Luciato confentto this match ; bur in vain : for they are deaf to 
thoſc requeſts, and reſolace in their denyal, grounding their refuſal upon Sypontxs his poverty : for 
they ſee he is become poor becauſe in the laſt trans-marine Wars, the 7; K'4 took from his father 
and himfclf moſt of his Lands and Poſfefſions neer Scutary inDalmatia', and therefore they reſolve 


G——_— 4 richer hasband for their Daughter. The iniquity of our times is as ſtrange as lamen- 
-#or in matters of Marriage, parents, wichout duc wiv cicher to the natures or affeftions of their 


children, til prefer. gold before grace; and many times Riches before vercuc and Nobility , 
which 


Hiſ. VI, Hpontns and Uiderind. 


which concirre and meet in one perſonage 3. bur: divers of cheſe marriages, in the end, find cicher 
ſhame, miſcry, or repentances and ſometimes all. | 


owfully and penſively throws her ſelf ro-her Parents fect, and with ſhowers of tears 
wu and he ther, that they will nor inforce her to marry Souranza, Sy 
(ſhe afficms) (hz cannot loye,much lefſ: obey; prayes them to conlider what a miſery, nay, what a 
h 11 & will be co her choughts and ſelf, to have him jn her bed, and Sypojrtus in her heart, When ſhe 


ing her of indiſcrerion, their command and authority gives a law to her obedicace and deſires : 
Apgd to conclude they arc ſo bicter, and withall fo crucll.co her, that within few daycs they vio-« 
Icntly inforce her co marcy Soyranze. But this inforced Mach will produce repentance and miſery 
of all fides ae | 


k 


We have ſean Victoringy with an unwilling willingnefſc, intorced to marry Souranza ; we fhall 
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ofher old Hutband'; Chaftirywould have perſwadcd'ticc ro this, but incontinency and luſt draw her 
eo a contrary reſolution. p? | ' 4 

Sypontus likewiſe ftorms and grieves at this utwiſhed and unequall Match of old Souranze with 
his and fair Victorine ; yea, he hates him fo:much, and loves her ſo tenderly and dearly, ag 
hewould, but cannot prevent it: for (as before) they are marricd; and hein ſtead of the Lanre!t, 
is forced.co wear the Willow 4 bat his grict finds this comfort, and her-diſconrent this conſulation, 
that fich Victorin# is not his Wiſc, the is his MiRtveffe 3 and fich Sypomss is not her Husband, he is her 
Servant, or (to uſc the Vehetian phraſe) ſhe is'his'Conrtizane, andthe her Examorato: bur ſuch 
L-agucsand Contradts vicious of affe&ions (Uldone make happy ends'; for as they begin-in luft; ſo 
commonly they terminare in infamy and rhiſcey. /” '8ypontus often familiarizeth with Victerina, yea, 
their tamiliariry isſuch, as | in modeſty will nov-reporr, fich in charity I cannor; arid although they 
bear thcir aff ions and pleaſure ſecret, yet cuſtome brecding a habit" and that a ſecond. Nature, 
Souranzs is now no ſooner abroad, but Syponths is'art Home, ſo as ineffe& Sourenze is but the ſha- 
dow, and Sypontus the ſubſtance of Viforina's Hatband : bur theſe lafciyious Lovers ſhall pay dear 
for thcir affc&ions ; Sypontrs for entertaining and keeping another mans .Wite, and' Vi@orine for 

ing her vow in Wedlock-to her Husband, in defiling his bed, and contaminating her body 

with che foul fin of o—_ 1g 

It had been good and ſafe for them, ifthey had not begun theſe their beaftly pleaſures,but to give 
no.cnd to them, muſt needs prove dangerous and rainous 3 to commit this fir of Adultery is odi> 
ous, but to perſevere thercin is moſt abominable before God: the reaſon hereof is as true as pregnant; 
for if the reward of a fingle be death, the redoubling thereof mult needs be double damnation. Bur 
as it is the nathire of Adulcery to be accompanied and -waired on by other ſins, fo ViHotine is not 
only content to-love Sypintrs, but ſhe makes a farther ran in ed will needs hatc her 
Huzband Sowrarnze ; 'who poor honeſt fic wich the Gout, anda Cough of the Lu 4 
is now diftaſtfull, and which is worſt, odious to her': fo that (ſhe which ſhould be a cordiall wo ble 
ages his age is now a corrofive to her youth, and ſhe ſo farre forgers both her ſelfand her duty, as the 
rather contemns than loves him, and as he rejoyceth ih her fight, ſo ſhe delights in nothing ſo much 
as in his abſcnce, and Sypontas preſence; ſhe makes her diſcontent#and malice to her Husand known 
to Sypontus, who doth pitty, but will not remedy them ; all her ſpeeches tend to wiſh her {olf irt an» 
other world, or hcr Husband not in this. Syportus is not ignorant whereatthe aims ; but although 
he injoy the Wife, yet he cannot find in his hearc,bar ir too conſciencious to murther the ha$þand: 
had tie remained in thic conſtancy of this reſolution, he had been happyy and: not ſo miſctablc and 
unfortunate to end his dayes with ſhame and infamy, - But now with 
draws and throws him on head-long to/perpetrate this execrable Murchery' for (as the Gentric and 
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pudencic. Sypontus inthe mean time (in favour of twicecen Zeckynes ) is preparcdot two wicked 
Gondoliers or Watermzn, who deeply vow and ſwear to conceal this Murther. Sv the preciſc day of 
Souranza's departure from his Countrey-houſe being come, Sypontus, not to fail of his promiſe to 
Vittarina, in the execution of his bloody and damnable attempe, takes his Gondola,and hovers in the 
dice& paſſage betwixt Lucifizmne and Venice, for Souranze his arcivall, who,poor harmlcfic Gendle- 
man, loved bis young wife ſo tenderly and dearly, as he thought this ſhore crime long thot he had 
wandred from her ; bur he hah ſeen his laſt of her, and alaff;, alafic, he ſhall ſee an end of him- 
ſelf; for abour five of the clock of che evening( ir being Samimer' time) his uſuall hour of return, he 
\akes Gondola at Lucifizina, for Venice, and necr midway twixt both, Sypontus eſpics him, and the. 
ſooner, becauſe it being hor weather, andno wind ſtirring, Souranze had cauſcd his curtains co be 
withdrawn. Sypemus (inflamed witch boyling malice and revenge) with all poſſible celerity makes 
toward his Gondola, the which diſguiſed and mazked he enter, and there with his Ponyard very 
devilliſhly ſtabs him ehree ſeverall rimes at the heart, when falling down to his feer, he moſt barba- 
roully cur off his beard, and noſe (that he might not be known) aud ſo throws him into the Sea z as 
alſo his Waterman after him, that they mighe tell no tales : when having finiſhed theſe ex:crable 
Murthers, he with his Goxdola, with all poſlible ſpecd hyes firſt to Murano, and ſo lands by the Pa- 
triarchy, from thence by the Arſenal), and ſo to his own houſe behind Saint Serv:'s Church,thereby 
to caſt a fairer varniſh on this villany,by landing and coming into the City another way, when be» 
ing arrived ar bis houſc, he that night by a confident Servant of his, ſcnds V;Gorine this Letter, 


STPONTUS oVICTORINA. 


Air and dear ViCtorina, I have begun, and ended « buſineſſe, which infinitly imports thy g90d and my 

content © the party bath drunk bis fill of White and Claret, and is now gone to his eternal! reft ; ſo « 
turle times 1 bape, will wipe off thy old tears, and confirm thy new joys. Be bat as affactionate, as I ſecret, 
and as ſecret, #5 till death I will be affectionate, and thou needeſt neither fear my fortunes, nor doubt thine 
own: Judge what I would do to injoy thee,and for thy ſake, fith T have already undertaken and acted 
« buſineſſe of this nature. We muſt for a time refraineach others company, that we may the ſooner meet,and 
imbrace; with more content, aud leſſe danger. | 


SYPONTUS. 


Fictorina infinitly rejoyceth at this news, and the better to cloke her malice, under the veil of ſe- 
erecic, ſhe laments and complains to her Father of her Husbands long abſence. Soxranza's parents are 
by Beraldi acquainted herewith; they begin to find the time of his ſtay very long, aad now reſolve 
coſend his Nephew, Seignior Andrew Souranza,up the River Brenta, toknow the cauſe thereof : he 
paſſerh/ arid repaſſcrh che-$luce of Lucifizine, and brings word that he departed thence for Venich 
in a Goxdola,. four daycs fince: Victorine his Wite grieves,and weeps at his abſence, ſo do hisown 
Parchoand Friends, who enquire of all fides, bat find comfore or; news trom none what is become 
of him.” And here, Reader, beforerthy curiolity carry thee further, .1 conjure thee to fland aftonh» 
fhxd:and wonder,; at th: infcrutable and wondertull- judgement: of God, . in the :deteftion of this 
Murthcr. For Filk:rm:n ſome $ dayes after caſting our their'nere2berwixt the Hands of Le Lazarets 
and Saint George Majore, bringup this dead body ofmurthred Souranze;! being well apparelled 2 
birt chictly for their own diſcharge; 'they bring the deadicorps|to Venich, and land him at Saine 
M.rksfiayres; where they:extend and: xpoſe his body to be known of paſſengers. Now behold 
kicther Gods mjraculoug providence, in the diſcovery and: finding ' 0u6 hereof : for amongſt the 
numberlc fit mmber of ſpeftarorrand walkers, who 'dayly and, almoſt /hoarly frequent and adorn 
didt faniods Barſe and incomparable Palace, ith at Andres Sour anze cait hiseyc on this 
dead an} 1caiwithered body.; on-whom he loaks withras mach, fedfaftneiſfe,as curiafity;es if nature. 
had madchis living body apart of that dead ; vr ayithis hotbloodbad ſome ſympathy and affinity' 
of tht dead perſonagr,which long fincerhe coldneff ot the Scabragicongeatkedand frozen: 
but atlaſttfhying a red ſpbcighis neck! (under-fiis right car ) that he brought mroche/-world with: 
him, and which all the influence and vertue of: the wattrot 'the Seahad not and' 
wath away'z asalfo obſctoing4 wart-aver his lefreye= lid, which Nature had'givenhis birth, and 
his youthhis age'y' he paſtibnately aries-our b{fore!the world, rhac 'ic is theibody-of his Lnclty 
Seignizr fcuan Baptiſta Sourants:: (oitis vititced'by his Parents and Friends, and known to be the- 
ſame:: (o-they catricd him-eq antadjoyning houſt, ;and rhere diveſting it ngkedy: find that he hath; 
three ſeverall waunds in his/body,, cither ot a Swbrd er Panyard, whichgives martcr of talke, and: 
adminifttreth.cauſc.of admiration ingll the City. Sorhey bury him. henoucably according: to his 
rank and degree, and all knowing him to be Marthered, Ny bewail his untimely, —_ - 

UI AUQTLIC F 3 is 


— ——— 


"Gods Revenge againſt MM urtber. Book II. 


his mournfull death : bur cſpetially his Wife Viftorina, who having formerly plaid the Strumpet, 
then the Murtherefſe, now rakes on the mask, and afſumes the reprefencation of an Hypocritez out= 
wardly ſeeming todye for ſorrow, when God, and her foul ulcerated confcience knows, that in- 
wardly her h-art leapt for joy, thus to be depriv'd and freed of her old Husband. Yea, ard the 
moreto blear che eyes, and eclipſe the judgement of the world, for caſting the leaſt ſhadow of ſu- 
ſpicion on her for this unnaturall murther , ſhe and her whole Family take on black and mournj 
Artire, and for her ſelf in two moneths afcer,never = forth her houſe,exccpr torhe Church where 
h:r Hasband was buried : where her Hypocrifie is fo infinitly feigned, and difſembling, that ſhe is 
often obſerv:d to b:dew and waſh his Tombe with tears; bur theſe Crocodile tears of hers, and theſe 
her falſe and treacherous {orrows ſhall not avail her ; for although Gods divine and ſacred Majeſty 
be merciful in his Juſtice, yer he is ſo juſt in mercice, as neither the pos ſecrecie of Sypontus, 
nor the Hypocriticall ſorrows of Vidorina, for this crucll Murther, ſhall goe cicher unmasxked or 
unpuniſhed , but in their due appointed time, they ſhall be brouphr forth in their colours, 
and made publick Examples, as well of infamy , as deftrution for the fame : the manner 
is thus: | 

The deceaſed Seignior Fouan Souranza hath a younger Brother, named Seignior Hieronymo Sou- 
ranza; who having carctully and curiouſly obſerved, tha: his Sifter-in-Law Vi@orina, never per= 
fc&ly nor dearly loved his Brother her Husband, and that ſhe was never fo familiar, nor durifall eo 
him, as it bchoov'd her, during the term of her Marriage , which partly he attributed tothe diſpa= 
rity of their years, in reſpe& of the froz:nnefle of his age, and the hear and treſhnefle of her youth , 
He began vehemently to tuſp:& her of this Murther, which he often revoly'd and ruminarcd in his 
mind, as if the ſaggeftion and perſwaſion thereof, not only bore probabiliry,bur truth with it : to 
which end, as the affc&ion of a true Friend (much more of a Brother) ſhould pafie beyond the 
Grave, and not remain intomb'd, and buricd in the duſt thereof, he is refoly'd to put bis beſt wits 
and invention upon the tenter-hooke, todiſcover and reveal the ſame; to which. end, be breaks 
with Viftorine's Gentlewoman, who waited on her in her Chaniber, and! who indeed was his own 
Neece Felicia, to know what Gentlemen chiefly frequented her Lady. Fe/:cia informs her Uncle, 
that Seignior Sypontxs is many nights with her, that there is much afteCtion end familiarity between 
them, and that he ſends her many Letters. Her Uncle glad of thisglimmering light,which he hopes 
will producca greater and perfefter, conjures her to intercept ſome of his Letters, for the more cf- 
feftuall diſcovery of his Brother, and her LIncles death. So Felicia promilſeth her beſt care and fi- 
dclity herciri, and SE it : for in few dayes after, being ſent by her Lady Viforine to a 
Casker of hers, to fetch her a new pair of RemiſhGloves, ſhe opening an Ivory Box, therein finds a 
Letter, which the reads, and ſecing it figned by Sypoxtus, ſhe thinks ieno fin to be falſero her Lady, 
and true to-her Uncle, and ſo very ſecretly and fately ſends it him; which indeed was the very Let» 
cet we have formerly ſeen and readz- and now's his jealoufic and. ſufpition confirm'd. So rowing 
and A to his dead and murthered Brother, gn to three chief Judges of 
the fourty, who fie on crirminall cauſes, .and veryipaſſionatly ac Sypontus and V ifiorine for 
the Marther, committed on the of his Brother Seigntor Fonnn Baptiſta Souranza, at Scaz 
whereupon they are both ſoners, bur ſeque in ſeveral} Chambers. Syportus is 
firftexamined, then Viderina ; they both very conſtantly deny the Murther,and with many fugred 
words, and ſubtill evafions, intimate and inſinuate, their innocencics therein : ſo the nexe day the 
Judges produce Sypentus his own Letterz the faght whereof exttemely'afflifteth and vexeth him; but 

is conſtant in his denyall,. and reſolute ih that conſtancy, and fo takes ona brazen face, and with 
rhany affeverations and imprecations, and again denics it,. averring it is not his hand, bue.'a 
meer impoſture and inventionof his eneniics, who have counterfeited it, purpoſely to procure! his 
raineanddeftrudtion ;. yet iriwardly. to hiniſclfhe ſearcth all is diſcovered,and that there is no nicans 
left him toſcape death, whoſe image and form;he now too apparently and fatally fees before his 
cycs.'S0 heig ſent back tohisPrifon, /and bis Judges in the interim conſult on his Fats where he 
iv no ſooner artived, but his Chamber privatcly to himfclf; he conſidering. that cither V;- 
Horina, or ſame for hors had him by his own Letter, he in bitter fury of choler and paſſion, 
throws awayhis hat," tow crofſerh his arms, and then beats his breaft; and ſtamping with his ferr;ac 
laſt very low to himſelf bandeth forehitheſe ſpeeches... 52 erat abit os bots; 
that I maſtabw1oſe my life-rhrough Vidorine her folly and 'treachery, into 


HAndis it' | 
whoſe bands 1 repos'd both my fecrets and it ? {Have 1 done what I have done for her ſakc,and is this 
the requitall ſhe me? Andfith there'is-no other witneffe, | maſt mine own Letter be produced 


iff Juſtice againftme? What will Inordo? Whac have I notdane for her ſake ? Wo is me, that: 1 
ſhould livers be rewarded wirchithis and inhumane ingraticude 3 when for ſorrow and 


indienation; not able to contain himfelt, he takes Pen and Paper, and writcs Viihorine this: cnfu- 


git SYPONTUS 
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SYPONTUS to VICTORINA. 


$ it poſvible that thy affettion to me hath been allthis while fcigned, and that thou, whom I truſted with 
Eo my ſecrets, art now become the only woman of the world to betray me ? I bave hazarded my life for 
thy ſake, and muſt I now be ſo unfortunate and wretched, to loſe it through thy treachery ? When I bore 
matters with ſuch care and (ecreſie, that no witneſſe whatſoever could be produced ag ainjt me, muſt mine 
own Letter, which was ja'e'y delivered thee, be brought forth to convict me of my crime, and ſo to incur 
death, which oberwiſe I had avoided ? Is this the reward of my love ? Is this thy recompence of my af- 
{ection.? O ViRorina, Viſtorina! Such is my tender ejteem of thy ſweet youth and beauty, that bad 1 
injoyed a thouſand lives, 1 would bave reputed my ſelf happy, to have lojt them all for thy ſakg and ſervice : 
and having but one, wilt thou be ſo cruell to deprive me thereof ? But that wy loyalty and my affection may 
ſhine in thy malice, take this for thy comfort, that as I have ever liv'd, ſo I will now dye thy true Sot- 


vant and faithfull Lover. 
SYPONTUS. 


But obſerve here the errour of Syporrus his judgement; for whiles he imputes it to Victoring's 
ereachery, that this his Letter will occaſion his death , he is ſo irrcligious and impions, as he looks 
not up to Heaven, tro conlider that the deteCtion thereof proceeds from Gods immediate finger and 

vidence. No, No. For the devill yet holds tris thoughts fo taſt captivated and intanglcd in the 
ſnares of Victorina's beauty, aghe hach nor yet the grace to look from his crime, to his rep-ntance z 
nor confequently from Earth ro Heaven : bur. like a prophane Libertine and unregentrated perfon, 
being wichin a (mall point of rimencer his end, he yer thinks not of his ſoul, nor of God, b only 
dallics away the remainder of his hours, in the milcrable contemplation of his fond aff: ion and 
beaftly ſenſuality. 

By this time Victorina hath receiv'd his Letter 3 at the news and reading whereof, ſuch is the paſs 
fion of her frenzy, which ſhe (though unjuſtly) terms love , that ſhe is all in tears;fighs,and lament» 
able cxclamations ; ſhe knows it impoſlible for any other of the world to be the revealer of Sypontxs 
his Letter, bur only her Maid Felicza, whom in her uncharitable revenge,ſhe curſeth to the pit of 
hell : but that which addes a greater torment to her torments, and a more ſenſible degree of affli- 
ion to her miſcrable ſotrows, is, to ſce that her 8ypontus (whom by many degrees ſhe loves farre 
dearer chan her life) finiſterly ſaſpeteth her fidelity toward: him z yea fo farre, as he not only calls 
her affection but her treachery in queſtion : and this indeed ſeems to drown her in her rears: But 
yet notwithſtanding ſo fervent is her love towards him, as the fear of death draws her to a teſolu- 
tion of her own : ſo if Sypontus dye,ſhe vows (he' will be her own accuſer, and fo not live, but d 
with him. Strange cffc&s of love, or rather of folly,' fich love being irregalar; and raking falſe 
objeRr, (in irs true charafter) is not love, bue foll : to whith cnd, calling for Ink and Papet, ſhe 
bitterly weeping, indices and ſends him theſe tew lines, in anſwer of his, 


' VICTORINA ro /SYPON TUS, 


JF Were the 19wf wretched and ingr atefulleft Lady of the worid,' yea a Lady who ſhould not then deſerve 
] tither toſte or live in the world, if Viftorina ſhould any way prove treacherous to Sypontus, who bath 
fill beeu forrue and kind twher. But beleeve me, Dear $ypontus, and-1 ſpeak in the preſence of God, 
npon peril of my ſorl, I amias innocent as that witch,that devill, my MgidFelicia is guilty of the produ- 
ang of thy Latter ; which I foer wilt prove thy death, rubs that in it, it ſhall Thewife prove mine. 
For to clear wy ſelf of ingratitude an4 meachery,as F bave lived, ſo I will dye with thee z that as we mutu- 
ey parnicipated the joyes of life, ſo wrmay the tormeuts of death : for although thy Leiter accuſe me not 
of my bu:band:Souranz1's Murther,yet that my affettion may ſhine in my Loyalty, that in my affettion;T 
ofll not ſurvive, 'but dys with-'rhee, I will accuſe my ſelf tomy Fudges, not only as acceſſary, but (as 
Author of that Murther : antihis refolution of mine I write thee with tears, and will ſeal ft with 
my blood... 6! | , ' — 11 03/7. 


VICTORINA. 


$) porta, in the middeſt of his perplexities,and ſorrows, reccives this Letter from V:Gorina, the 
ſweerneſd of whole affeRion and coriftancy, much revives bis joy, and cortforrerh him For now her 
nr > 7K his ſuſpicion of her ingratitude and tr-achety : ard withall he plainly ſces, and 


tracly ves, that is was Felicia, notViftorine, who brougtie this Letrer to Light. Bur _ P 
eſcen 
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deſcends to the latter part ot her Letrery and finds her refolution to dye with him, then he condemng 
his former crrour in taxing her, and in requitall, loves her ſo tenderly avd dearly, that be vows he 
will be ſo farre from accuting her, as acceflary of her Husbands Murther, as both the Rack, and his 
death ſhall clear and proclaim her innocency. Had the ground of cheſe fervent and reciprocali af. 
fetions of Vi&orina and Sypontus, becn laid in vertue, as they were in vice 3 or in chalticy, and nor 
in luft and adultery, they would have given cauſe to the whole world, as juſtly to praiſe, as now ro 
diſpraiſe them, and then to have been as ambitious of their imitation, as now of their contempr and 
deteftation, 

So Sypontns (as before) having fully and definitively reſolved not to accuſe, but to clear Victoring 
of this Marther, as alſo that he would dye alonezand leave her youth and beauty to the injoying of 
many more carthly pleaſure , he expetng hour to be fent for before his Judgee, to fit upon his 
tor:nent or death, thinking himſelf bound both in affcQtion and honour, to ſignitic Victoria his 

_— hercin, he craves his Jaylors abſcnce,and with much affcQ&ion and paſſion, writes her this 
is lalt Letter : 


SYPONTUS tw VICTORINA 


Weet ViAtorina, thy Letter hath given me ſo full ſatisfaction, as IT repent me of my raſh credulity tons 

ceived againſt thy affection and conſtancy, and now lay the ſault of the diſcovery of my Letter, where it 
is, and —_— to be, on Felicia, not on thy ſelf. It is with « ſorrowfull, but true preſage, that T ſore-ſee, my 
life hajtens to ber period ; the Rack is already prepared for my torments, and I hourly expect when 1 ſhall 
be fetch't to receive them, which oy ſake I will imbr ace and ſuffer, with as much conſtancy as patie nce: 
I will deny mine own guiltineſſe the firſt time, but not the ſecond: but inmy torments and death I will -ac+ 
quit thee of thine, with as true a reſolution, as earth expects to loſe mezaud I hope to find Heaven. There- 
fere by all the bonds of love and affection that ever bath been between us, Ifirit pray, then comjure thee to 
change thy reſolution, and to ſtand on thine innocence. For if thou wilt, or defireſt to gratifie me with thy 
laſt affection aud courtefie at my death , let me bear this one content and Joy 10 my grave, that Viftorina 
will live for Sypontus bis ſake, though Sypontus die for bers. | 


SYPONTUS.. 


- . He had no ſooner ſent away this his Letter to Victoria, but he himſelf is ſent for roappear before 
his Judges, who uponhis ſecond cxamination and denyall, adjudged him to the Rack 3, which he 
indurcth with admirable paticnce and conftancy. Yea, he cannot be drawn to confefſe, bur lands 
firtn in his denyall, and not only clears himſclf,bur alſo acquits Victorina, Hieronymo Souranze doth 
notwichſtanding carncfily follow and ſolicite the Judges, and God, out of his immenſe mercy and 
profound providence,ſo ordaineth, that their conſciences ſuggeſt and = them, that Sypontus is 
the ARor of this execrable Murther. - Wherefore the next day - adminiſter him double corment; 
when lo, his reſolution and ftrength failing him, he acknowledgeth the Letter his, and: confefſerh it 
was himſelf that had murthred Seigniour Fouan Baptiſta Souranza ; but withall proteſteth conſtant- | 
Iy,that Victorixa is innocent, ahd no way accecf{; — rejoyce at Syportus his con= 
ion, as mach as they gricve at the foulnefſc of his fat : and fo, although they were alſo defirous 
to hang him, yct conſidering he wasa /eretzan Gentleman, (and conſequently had agreat voicen 
the great Counſell of the Sergniory ) they adjudge him the next day to loſe bis head, berwxit the twb 
_ at-Saint Marks Place, and fo for that night ſend him back ro his priſon,to prepare himſelf 
to dyc. Sypontys is no ſooner departed:from them, but they conſult an Victorine, whether ſhe were 
guilcy, or innoecnt of her Husband Sourenza's Murther ;but they differjin opinions ſome would 
likewiſe haye her racked, but others of then more adviſed and modeſt, = > am Sypontis his Ler= 
ter intimated only his affeQion to Victorinay bur na.way her malice to-her huzband Sauranze, 
nar that ſh» was any way guilty or acceſſary.to-his Murther ; ſo they reſalve to forbear her, and noc 
to pur her ©@/the tormenty/except Sypomus accule her at his Execution. \Now the very.nighe; that he 
was to dyc —_—— he infinitely defires his Jaylor to permit him-co conferre with Victoriua, 
and to take bis laft leave of her, which is denycd him, as having received command from Authority 


ro the contrary, whereat excremely grieving, he is called away by ſome Divines, whom the chaticy 
of thar grave/Semare ſendhirp, to prepare and dirc his ſoul in her paſſage and tranſmigration to 
Heaven.So the night in tears and prayers for the foulnefle of his crime,the morn being come, 
and.ninc of rhe firucken, be is brougheco the Scaffold,where a world of people tancurre and 
flock from all parts of the City, to ſee this-wreeched and unfortunate Gentleman aft the+laſt- Scean 
and. pact of. his, life'upon, ehig infamous Theater.'. Here Sypontus freely confeficth his foul Marther 

$oxranz4y but js yet {0 vainand wretched, #4 he takes it to his death, rhat Victoria is: abſolutely 


innocent 


——— 
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innocency hereof: he ſeems to be very repeatane and {orrowtull for all bis. us wn gener all, anctioc 
this Marcher in particular. co Lil cis Il 6h Dl-2haþ ctht Fit ot of 
For expiation and reward hercof, his hcad is ſcvered.from his body 3 a jolt recompence and pu- 
niſhment for ſo vicious and bloody a G-neleman, who 2ghering to adultery more than chaſtity, to 
revenge than charity, and to the Devil than Godgtorgot binaſclt {o farce, as to committhis «x :crable 
and lamencable Murther. | s | " _y 
Now, the order and Decorum of our Hiſtory,leads us from dead Sypuntus, to living V1idorina,who, 
I know not whether more grieved at his death,or rejoyced, that on the Rack and Staffold he bath 
acquitted her of her Hus bands Murther. In a wordjit is remarkable to behold the.vanicy and incon- 
fancy of this female Monlter 3 for contrary to her vows, and repugnant to her Leacrsand tears, Sy- 
pentus is no ſooner dead, bur her atfeQtion towards him dyes with him : yea, his blood is ſcarce ſo 
ſoon cold, as her z:al and fricnd{hip; for fh: now holds it a pure folly to. caft away her youth and 
life, if ſhe may preſcrve che one, andrfave the others and therefore reſalvesto try her deltare and 
wit, to make her innocency pafſe current wich her Judges3 yea ſo detirous and amburious is ſhe x0 
live, as her female hcart hath drawn on this maſculine fortitude and genczrofity, tha if occaſion pre- 
ſent, 'ſk« will conſtantly both our-dare and ouc-bravethe torments ot the Rack, thereby to prevent 
dcath. = . ; {4s ys 
_— three daycs after Syponens was executed, -the Judges again ſic and conſult on V xorina,' but 
finding n6 evidence nor wirneffe co accuſe her, they at tickt are of opinionto diſcharge and free her; 
only they deem ir r<quiſite to terrific, but not to tarment her with the Rack; before they give hec 
her liberty, whereunto they all agree. So chey ſend torher, and chrearen her wich the Rack : bur 
ſhe vows, that all the rorments of the world (hall never inforce ber co conlefle an unt th, and <4: 
ſhe never had the leaſt ſuſpicion that Sypontus was guiley of this execrable Marther of her husband:: 
ker Judges will not yer beleeveher; {b chey cauſc/her:tobe carried to the Rack,whercunto ſhe y 
cheerfully and paticncly permits her ſch to bc faſtened, bidding the Excecurioner do his work; hich 
conſtancy of hors, her Judges ſceingand hearing, they, ir pitry and commileration, | as well of thi 
youth and beauty, as to her teſccnr, 'and the rcarvand aan: venerable old Beraidi hier Fattier, 


cauſe her tobe looſed, and (0 in-open Court acquit and di her. liluow 36! on 
Here we ſec this wretched Courtizan Vidterina acquitted of her Judges for her hutbands Marther, 


when his appointed hour, and her due rime is come, then her crimes and tins; her adul "ng 
cther,ſhall draw down vengeance from Heaven to her confufions Inthe mean time we hal fee this 


hath-alrcady xten/rheſe rwo mournfull and tragicall ad- 
cideors 3/anfl is more, ſhe 18fo troligk and yourhtull, ax-the tiach'thrown off her mourning at- 
ric and drawn'owher rich apparell, and glite Jewells,' whereof the! curiofity of the -nobler 
fort of Gemlemith and Ladies of the City take obſcrvationy and alchough Bereld; and Lucie, 
her Father ahd' Mother, berein tax her of her. > > 15 nana the thinks ker 
(lf exempt gf their commands; therefore will doit; 7ouc of thea us privitege of her 
own uncontrolable authority and wiltulhefſe, Briides, her choughts arc (6 yourhtaB, and her car- 
riagefo Fight; as notwirhſftariding ſhe came ("as ie were) bur now from buryitng bf her fic{huband, 
yet ſhe is reſ$Ived' without delay, rohave a ſecond F, her Father and Mother checit her of: tevicy and 
uncivility in inibracing this reſolution, butin vain 5 forher imp recuray thei chis immodteſt 
anſwer, that ſhe wHl nor erifle away her time, bac marry; - They.adviſc ber to beedtiriomandtbdo 
nothing ra{kly in rhis her ſecond march, char the misfottune and ſeandall of er firſk-mayHo mort 
reflefon her: Biit ſhe will wake choyce of her ſelf by rhe-cycxot her youch;and not = wrvarirnt 
age by trier own fancy, and-not by the% of their cle@tion. Her | in —_— 
botli in Lands ind Monics, and his Widow ViGorine, withoatany oppotitiong:injoyerhalir'fo 
necds noctook 6at for Suters, for there are Gallants now who ſue artd ſeck her 3burofehervall,be 
who ſhe beft and chicfly aff:&cth,is 0wn Sergwiour Loudovicus Faſſino,a very nearapu proper young 
Gentleman of the City, rich, nd well deſdended ;/ his wand kinſmen forthontoft pare being 
Clariſcimoes and Bexators,and all of therinGentlemen'ot Venice; and him Vi d and re- 
ſolves to make her Husband, grounding her chieſeſt reaſon and ation onthis refſdtucionand foun- 
dation, 
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dation, that as Souranze was too old for her, fo Faſsino was yoang enough, and therefore fit to be 
her Husband, and ſhe his Wife, meaſuring him wholly by his cxtericor perſonage, and-not ſo much 
as once prying eicher into his Vices or Vertues. 'Faſs:no, who carried a: vicious and pernicious 
hcart under a pleafing geſture and congue, and loving Victoria's weetth more than her beauty, ob- 
ſerving her aff:Aion and reſpeR to him, ſecks, courts, and-wins her. Her parents underſtanding here 
of, as aW{o that Faſsimo is a vicious and deboſht Gentleman, with all their poſſible power and ay- 
thoricy, they ſeek ro diver their daughter from him, Bur ſh?'is deaf ro their requelts,and reſolved, 
'that as ſh: followed the ſtream of their commands in her ficſt:-Match, fo ſhe will now the current of 
her own pleaſures and affeQions inthis her ſecond : and ſo, ro the wonder of Venice,and the grief of 
- all her parents and friends, before ſhz had above ten dayes contcrred with Faſsine, ſhe marrics him, 
But this Match ſhall not ſucceed according to their delires 3 for Victorina ſhall ſhortly repent it,and 
Faſcino afſoon rac and ſmarc for it; fichitis a Maxim, that ſudden affcCtions prove ſeldom prof- 
* perous: 3 ' for if chey have not time to ſetle and rake root, they are incident affoon to fade as flou- 
_ eſpecially if they are contrafted and grounded more for-luſt than love, and more for wealth 
than-vertae... 
The firftmoneth of this Marriage, Fiſsino _ good correſpondence and obſervance with hig 
Wite, but chence-forth he breaks pale, and rangeth 3 for :':c truth is, although he were but a young 
Gentleman, yer (which is lamentable) he was an old Whore-matter ; which laſcivieus profeſſion 
- of his, threatens the ruin, not only of his health, bur of his fortunc and reputation 3 ſo now, when he 
 (hould be-athome; he is abroad, yea, noe __ day,but by night,that upon the whole,/i&oring 
is Morea Widdow than a Wife : at which 'd and unwiſt'd for news, ſhe not only bites the 
-lip, bur very:often puts finger in her eye and weeps 3 for it gripes and grieves her at heart, to ſee her 
ſlfchus (lighted, negleRcd, and abuſed by Faſsinc, whom, of all the Gallants of the City, ſhe had 
.clefcd and choſen for her husband ; ſhe is infinitely grieved kereat,. and yet her grief and forrow 
;nfiniccly.cxcecds her jealoufic : and now as eff: as ſhe is, ſhe thinks God hath purpoſcly ſent 
her this laſcivious F aſcano for her ſecond husband, as a juſt plague and puniſhment, to revenge her 
adultery. commirted againſt Souranze her ficſt; ſo, had ſhe had more grace, and lcfſe vanity and im- 
— bs would have made better uſc ofthis conſideration, and not ſo ſoon forgot it, and in it, 
ſelf: | | 

. Now asit is the Nature of Jcaloufic, to have more eyes than Arguss and ſo to pry and ſee cy 
Where 3 /Viforine, her curiofity, or rather her malicc herein, finds = that her Hulband F afiimfa 
Miliarly frequenteth and uſeth the company of many Courtezans, eſpecially of the Lady Paleriana, 
one of the moſt famous and reputed beauties of Venice : and this news indeed ſtrikes her at the very 
gall with ſorrow and vexations fain ſhe would reform and remedy this vice of her Husband,but how 
4lie knows nor, for ſhe ſees little or no yo. 0 toreclaim him,ſfith he not.only tenderly loves Paleriana, 
bae which is worſe, ſhe apparently ſecs, that for her ſake, he contemns her ſclf and her company 3 for 
when he comes home, he hath no delight in her, but only in his Lutc,or Books, which is bur to po 
his melancholy, for his Lady Paleriane's abſence, till he again reviſit her 3 ſo as wholly neglefted, 
and as[ may truly ſay, almoſt forſaken of her husband, ſhe knows not what todo, nor how to bear 
ther (elf inlioſe rious-ſtorms of her grief, and miſcrable tempeſt of her jealoufie, Burt of two dif- 
erent courſes to reclaim him from this:his fin of Whoredome, ſhe takes the worſt; for in ſtead of 
her hugband, ſhe torments him witha thouſand ſcandalous and injuri- 


_ —_—_— 
Ag 
huzband. 


me" res 
cauſe hcr-faich-is weak with Gad therefore (be will advay 
deſign aud sefohttion. Wherefore we ſhall ſhortly ſec F aſsine his Adultery puniſhed with death, by 
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his wite Vidtorina's revenge zand chis marther of hers juſtly rewarded and .revenged with he punith- 
ment of h:r own : the bloudyer our aRions are, the ſeverer Gods judgements, andthe {harper his 
revenge will bec. | be: 9 


- Ofall ſorts and de rees of inhomne and violent deaths, this wretched Lady Vidorina thinks 


poyſon the fureſt, yer the moſt ſecret rodiſpatch her husband. This invention came immediatly 
trom-the devill , and is onely praftiſcd by his members, of which number ſhe will d-fperatcly and 
damnably make herſelfone : her luft and revenge, like miſcrable Advocates, and farail Orators,per- 


ſwade her to thisexecrable attempt, wherein by curing off her husbands life ,- ſh: (hall find that ſhe. 


likewiſe caſts away her own. So neither Grace nor Nature prevailing, ſhe ſends for an Apothecaryy 
named Augnſtino; and when (he hath conjured, and he promiſed his ſecrecies ſhe acquaints him, that 
her new husbandF aſſino keepsCourteſans to her noſe, &daily. and hourcly offereth her many other in+ 
ſupporrable abuſes and diſgraces ; in requitall and revenge whereof ihe is reſolved ro poyſon him,and 
prayes him co undertake and perform ir , and that ſhe will reward him with three hundred Zeckines 
tor his Jabour. | 


Ot all profeſſions and faculties,there are good and bad; Auguftino loves God rooweld herein o obey 


the devil ; he hath too much grace, to be ſo impious and gracclefic, and vowes , that he will not buy: 


gold ar ſodear arate, as the price of blond; ſo az a good Chriftian, and true child of God , be not 
onely refuſeth Y:&orina's motion and proff:r, burn religious terms ſeeks to divert and perſwade: 
ber trom this her bloudy attempr. But ſhe is reſolute in her malice , and wilfull in her revenge, and. 
therefore will perform ic herſelf, fith this Auguſtizowill not: ſo (by a ſecond hand) ſhe procurey: 
poylon, from a.ttrange Empericky whereof the City of Venice , more than orhers of Iraly , aboundeth: 
{o {hz onely waits for an opportunity , which very ſhortly , though , alas , too to ſoon, preſents ic 
ſclf 3 the manner thus. » 114 nes cs 
. [ris impoflible that Faſino his difſolute life , and extreme deboſhing can keep him long from fick= 
nefſe 3 for this puniſhment js alwaycs incident and heredicary to that finne. He complaines thereof to 
bis wifc Vidorine, who receives this newes rather with gladneſſc, than commiſcration and pitic z and 
ſo taking his bed, he prayes her to make him ſome comfortable: hot broath for his.ftomack : which 
newes ſhe hears, —_ embraceth inwardly with joy , outwardly with diſdain. For albcit ſhe layes 
hold of this opportunity to poyſon him, yet ſhe difſemblether malice3 and the better to colour her 


villany , becaule.ſhe knowes it the ſmoother and ſhorter way to be rev in poyſoning him , ſhe. 


will not make the broath her ſelf, but commands her maid Felicia todoe it, ( of whom wee have 
formerly ſpoken, in the diſcovery of Sypentys his Letcer to ber Unkle Hieronyme Seuranze ) which: 
treacherous office of hers, our malicious and devilliſh Vidorine her Lady and miſtrefic , hath now a 
plot in her heady to requite with an execrable and hellith recompence : for while Felicia is boyling 
of the broath , her Lady Victorina trips to her chamber and cloſer, and fetcherh out the gounn z in- 
Yooges in a paper, whereof ſhe takes rwo parts and brings down with her , and whiles ſhe had pur- 
poſcly ſent Felicia trom the fire , ſhe runs and throwes it into the broath , which for the preſent no 
whit altercd the colour thereof: ſo Faſſinocalling for it, this poor innocent gentlewoman Felicia ,. 
(not ſuſpe&ing or dreaming of poiſon) gives it him , which (as ignorant therof)) he ſups up z and 
this wasabour nine or ten of the clock in the morning. 

Now whiles Felicia is ating this mournfull Tragedic in Feyino his chamber, her Lady Vidorina is 
ating another in hers ; for the takes the other third part of the poyſon, and ſecretly ing Felicias 
trunk,puts it intoa painted box which ſhe found therein,and ſo locks it agzin,hoping{ though inde: 
wich a wretched and helliſh hope) that her husband being dead, his body opened, and the poyſon. 
found in her crank, ſhe would give out that Felicia had poyſoned him wich broath that morn, & this 
found in her cheſt, would make her guilty of the murther 3 for the which ſhe knew ſhe muſt needs dies 
See, ſcc,the devilliſhdouble malice of this wretched Lady Victorine, as wd to her husband F a;fino,as 
her mayd Felicia ! But as finely as the devil hath _ herto ſpinthe thread of this her malice and 
revenge, yet though her plot have taken effeRt and hold of her husband , nevertheleſs ſhe ſhall in the. 
end fail ofhers to innocent Felicia £ in che interim , though to the eyes of the world it feem ar firſt to 
ſucceed according to. her defires by the by , yer it ſhall not in the main : but that marcher, and this' 
treaſon of Victorine (hall not go long cither-undeteRed, or unpuniſhed, - >: Sod | 

This poyſon —_— in F asſi#o his ftomacke and body , begins. by degrees to cut off his vitall 
_ ſoas his failes him , his red checken already look pale and carchly , and his body in» 


ly Ciyels : be cals for his wife Victorine, who with all haſte and expedicion tch her ſecretly, thae. 


he fears, Felicie hath poyſoned him with the broath {be gave him in the morningzand (o requeſteth. 
her to ſend for his parents & friends to be preſent at this death, for live he could nor, Victorina, like a 
diſſewblin2 ſh:-devil , tears her hayr for anger, and for meer ſorrow ſcems to drown her ſelt in her 
tears at this news, kifſeth and fawnes on her busband, and in all poſſible haſte ſends away of all hides 
for his kinsfolkcs and friends z who haſtily repair chicher 5 and finde Fasſino almoſt dead p lo 

Df 
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they , withtcares, inquire his fickneſſc when with open voice his wife Victorine crycs out , thay 
her wretched maide Felicia had with broath, that morn,, poyſoned him 3 which Faſſizo his memory 
and rongue yet ſerved him to confefſe and averre, word for word, as his Wife Vitiermsa had related 
them : whereat they are all ſorrowſull, and weep , and then and here cauſc Felicia to be apprehend. 
ed and ſhut faſt in a Chamber 3 who (poor harwlcſs young Gearlewoman) is amazcd at the terrour 
and ftrangencſle of this newes, and crics out and weepes ſo bitterly, as {he ſeemes to welt her ſelf into 
-rcars, only ſhe knowes her ſelf innocent, and yet fares that this malice and revenge procceds tohe 
from her Lady Vifiorine. Whiles Felicis is thus under ſure keeping, her Maſter Foſſino dyes : which 
newes is ſaon diſperſed and divulged abroad » to the grief and admiration of the whole Ciry. The 
nexemornthe criminal} Judges are advertized hereof , who repair to Faſſizo his houſe , who by this 
time is dead» and there fee his breathlefſe carcafſe, which they ordgin to be opencd : the poyſon i 
apparently found on his ſtomack, in its naturall priſtine colour ; when cxmining firſt F aſſo, then 
: Vittorina's Parents , they report F affino his own words uttercd a liede before bis death ; that Felicig 
had that morn loned bim with broath : which is averred by Vidorine , who faich , ſh: ſaw her 
give it him. they ſend away poor Felicia to priſon, bur yet with a vehement ſuſpition, that this 
zoyſoned arrow came our of Vitiorina her own - which they the ſooner beleeve, in reſpeRtef 

r former troubles , and ſuſpicions for the murther of her firſt husband: Sours4ze. , So the Judy 
return and betake themſclves, that very inſtant , totheir Tribunall of J:ftice, in the Dakes Palace of 
Saint Marke z where they fend for Felicia y who is broughtthem , unaccompanicd of any * for 4 
misfortune would, both her Vokle Hierozyao, and her Coulin Andrea Souranze, were then at Corfu, 
imployed in ſome publick affairs for the Scignory. The Judges examine Felicia , concerning the 
broath and poyſon ſhe gave her Maſter. $he birterly fighing and weeping, conf-fech the broath, but 
denics the poyſon ; vowing by her part and hope of heaven, fhe never touched nor knew what poy- 
fon was, and delired no favor of th:m, itirwere found or proved againſt her z withall, ſhe acquaint 
th-m, that ſhefeares it is a trick of malice and revenge, clapt on her by her Lady Viftorina , tor 


diſcovery of Sypoxtus his Letter. And to ſpeak truth, the Judges in their hearts partly adhere 
abs in this opinion : they demand her whether her Lady Vidorina nh this broarh, 


_ either by chic fire, or the bed ? She, according to the truth, an{wers, that to her knowledge or fi 
the touched it not, nor no other but her ſelf. So they ſend her again topriſon , and return (| 
to Faffixo his houſe z where committing // iGerina to a ſure guard , they aſcend her chamber and 


cloſer, ſearch all her trunks, cazkets and boxer, for poyſon , but find none : and the like they dot 
Felicia's trunks, which they break ſh: having the key 3 and in a box find a ; wr of the ſame 
poyſon , whereby ic was rearſhe abſolutcly poyſoned her Maſter F affizo. be Judges having 
thas found out and revealed, as they thoughe, the truc author of this murther , they deſcend, again 
examine Viforine, and ſo acquit her. Poor Felicze is advertiſed hereof z whereat ſhe is amazed and 
aftoniſh:d , and thinkes that ſorne witch or devill caſt ir therefor her deftcuftion. She is again ſent 
for before ber Judges , who produce the payſon tound in her trunk : ſh: denics both the poyſon and 
the murther, with many fighes and tcargs : ſo they adjudge her to the rack , which tormene ſhe ſuſe 

fereth with much paticnce and conſtagcy 3 notwithſtanding , her Judges conſidering that ſhe mad: 
and gaveF aſſino the broath, that none touched it bur berielt, that be dicd of it, and that they found 
the remainder of the poyfon in her crunk , they think her the muctherer 3 fo they pronounce Yen» 
tence, that the next morne ſhe ſhall be hanged at Saint Aeorkes place. She poor ſoul is returned to 
her priſon z ſhe bewailes her misfortune thus to dic , and be caft away innocently , raxing her Judges 
of injuſtice, as her ſoal is ready to anſwer it to God. 

All Penice pratleth of this cruct| murther committed by. this young Gentlewomarzbur for her La- 
dy V:fdorina , (heetrinmpheand laughs like a Oypley » to ſee how with one ſtone ſh:e hath given two 
ſtrokes, and how one poor drug hath freed her this day of her husband Faſino, and will tomorrow 
of Felicia , of whom ſhe rejoyceth in her ſelf , that now ſh: hatch cryed quittance for the diſcovery 
of Sypontas his Letter , which procured his death: but her hopes may deceive her, or rather the de 
vill will deceive both her and her hopes too. How true or falſe, righteous or finfull our ations bee, 
God in his due time will make them appear in their naked colours, and reward thoſe with glory , 
and theſe with ſhame. 

/ The next morne, according to the laudable cuftome of Venice , the mourners of the Scigniory ac- 
company our ſorrowfull Felxcie tothe place of execution, where ſh: modeſtly aſcended the ladder, 
wichmach filence, penſiveneſſe and affliction : at the fighe of whoſe Youth and beauty , moſt of that 

..grear infinirie of Spetarors cannot refraine from teares , and commilerating and pitying, that fo 
| Fweet a young Gentlewoman ſhould come to fo infamous and untimely a death. When F4licie lifting 

up her hands, and wow mr and heare towards heaven, ſhe briefly ſpeakes to this cffe&t : She 
takes heaven and earth to witnefſe, that ſhe is innocent of rhe poyſoning ofher Maſter F affine , and 
ignotant how that poyſon ſhould be brought into her Trunk ; that as her knowledge cannot accuſe, 
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ſo her Coufcicnee will roracquit her Lady V:Jorine of thar- talt ,-omely the leaves the deeeRtion and 
judgement ther2of co God ;; that being ready to forſake the world , fitrh the world is reſplyed.co tyr- 
fake tizr , (has much triumphs in her hnocency , asgrieves at her misfoxtunc : and char; (he may 
not ohly appearin Erith , bur be found in Heaven a true Chriſtian , ſhe firlt torgives her. Lady 
Vitiorin.: , and her Judges, andchen beſtecherth God ro forgive her all her linnes y wherennty (h- 
humbly and heaxcily prayes all that are preſent,to adde th:ir prayers to hers: and fo ſhe begins rotakz 
off tier band, and to prepare her ſelfe to dye... wh 11 | % 
| Now, Chriſtian reader, what haraane wiſdom), or carthly capacitie would here conceive or think, 
thac there were any ſublundry meanes lefr for this conffortlefſ: Genclewoman Felicia , cicher to hope 
- for life, or to flatcer her (elf thar {he could avoid death Bur loc ; as the children of: God cannoc, 
fall, becauſe he is the defender of che innotent , and the protefor of the righteous y therefore we 
| 7ſhall ſee to our comforts; arid find ro Gods Lot that this innocenc young Gentlewoman (ball be 
miraculouſly freed of her dangers, and pun , and her invererate arch'cnemy Yiftorina brought 
in her ſtead , to receive this ſhamefull dearth, inexpiationof the horrible murth-rs of her ewo huſ- 
bands, whichGod will now diſcover, andrmake apparent to the eyes of che world : for as the Fryers 
"and Nang prepare Felicie ',' totake her laſbfarewell of this world, and ſoro ſhut up her life in the 
direſulf and mournſull Caraftrophe of het death 5 B:hold', by che pravidence and tuercy. of God, 
the Apothecary Avgrito (of whom this our Hiſtory hacfformerly made ary honeſt and e<ligious 
mention) arrives fron Cape [ris , and having lefe bis thip-at Malmocce, lands in a Gondola 
"at Saint Markes Ntayers z when knowing andſceinganixecurion towards: he cthruft-himiſelf in a» 
| the crowd of people : where beholding fo ad ſo fair a Gentlewoman ready. ro dye, 
He demaridsof thoſe next by him , what (hi2; was ,/and hericrime: when being anſwered; that hee 
"name was Fehicie , a wayring Gentlewomanzq the: Lady Vidoriaz, who had poyſonecd bet Maſter 
F aſſino; at the very firſt report of the names of Viltdrine;and her basband # affine, Auguſtine his bloud 
flaſherh up in his face, and his heart began to beat within him , when demanding if no other were 
accefſary to this murther , he was informed, that her Lady Vi&orine was vehemently ſuſpetted there- 
of, but ſhe was cleared, and onely Felicia, this young Gentlewoman found guiltic therofz which 
words were no ſponer delivered him , buc God putting into his heart and remembrance; that,this 
TIheyF" forins would have formerly ſeduced him for three hundred Zeekines , to have poyſoned her 


time to ſtop , becauſe he hach ſomething ro —— the murther of Signiour F affizo. Where- 


tors, as wondering ad reaſon 
informes the Jidge hinks Felicia Ininocene 
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cent Felicie of her unjuſt impriſonment; and then knowing it pitty that ſo wretched a Lady as V*0o, |} 
Tina (hoald live any longer, they , for her abominable crucltics. and inhumanities., conden-ne her the + 
next Morneto bee hany'd and burnt on Saint:Marks place. At the knowledge and divulging of which, | 
news , 43 he# father, motherand kinsfolks extreamely prieve.y.fo all Venice blefle and glorifi. God g; 
ticft, that innocent Feticie is ſaved,and guilty Viforine detefied and condemned to the thame and pu» 
niſhment of a deſerved death. ”_ 

The ſame night the Prieſts and Fryers deale with her about the flate of her ſoul, and its pilgri>s 
mage and tranſmigration to heaven : they find that her youth , luſt 5and revenge hath taken a ftrangg® 
poſſeſſion of the devill , and he in them : for ſhe ſtill loves the memory of- Sypentus , and cnvies and 
detefts thar of her two hugbands,Sourente and F affine:but they deal effcQtually with her,ard in theies 
ſpecthes depainting her forth the Joyes of heavenand+ the torments of bell, they ar laſt happily pre» 
vaile , andſo make her forſake the vaniry and impiety -of theſe ber paſſions, by —_— the ſweee- 
ſhowrsof Gods mercies: ſo the next morne ſhe is br to-her execution : wher the world<xpeRting. 
0 hear much matter from her, ſhe is very penfive and contewplative, and ſays little , onely ſhe prayey 
Felicia to forgive her; as alſo all the Parents of her two husbands, Souranza and Fasfino, and likewiſe. 
of | chicfely ſhe invokesGod her Saviour and Redecmeryto pardon theſe her horrible fing : 

. of adultery and murther ,, and beſeecheth all that are nt to for her ſoul ; and ſo according 
to her ſentence, ſhe is firſt hang'd and then burnt : whereat all i oy Ac wane Yah, 
people praiſe the providence and juſtice of god , in cutting off this female monſter and ſhame of her. 


ſexe Viftorine * whoſe tragicall and Hiftory may we all read and remember , with dere«:. 
ſtation, that the example hereof be our for ing and cavcat , not to truſt in the deceiveablc Jufts.. 
of the fleſh ; and the treacherous tentations of the devill , but to rely on the merties and promiſes of . 
bo 7 06 Ts 77 0s 5m III IEG? d inchcir. 
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HIST OR Y YIL 
Catalina cauſeth her I aiting #-Maid Anfilva two ſeperg! timies attempt to pſa box own Sifter Bxlathia; 


ciling , ds makes an Emperich , termed Satmjata. ſaid Maid. 
| fone ol he rrelon Kan Semi '4 jor pon va, Anconio. » 
Beeinthia aw4y by ber. aps conſent 3 wher s with Nnconls 4 


Due!. Berinthia in revenge hereof, aha murtbareth ber braber Schaſtiano : She js a» 
ELOy inmure des iy wall 1 there languiſbeth and dies,  , 
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puniſhed more ſtrangely and ſeverely z,ſo as if the devil have not fu'ly poſlcſt our hearts and ſouls,or 
if our thoughts and reſolutions, doyert retain the leaft ſpark of Grace and Chriltianiry, we ſhallflye 
their crimes by the light and fear of their puniſhm-ors, rejecch our wandcring and c&oncous ſenſes 
from hell to carth, purpoſely to crraiſe them from earth to heaven 3 and ſo religioullyts gives" and 
conſecrate- both them and our ſclves,and ſouls from fin to rightcouſneſs,and conſequently ('withlay 
much felicity as glory ) from Satan to God. | ms * 1 118 


: | 

There dwele in the City of Averoin Portngal, an ancicrit Nobleman , termed Dan Fſper de Vilgs; 
xez0, rich either in qualicy of earthly greatnell:, as well of blood, as revenews, who was ncarly al-/ 
licd co the Marquis of Denia(in Spain) as marying a Neece of his, named Doya Alphanta, a Lady 
exquifitaly .enducd wich the ornaments of Nature , and the pertcQionsof Grace; for ſhe was both 
fair and virtuous , that adding luſtre to theſe , and theſe returning and reficQ&ing embelliſhmenc to 
that, which made her infinitely beloved of her husband Vilarezs, and cxcecdingly honoured of all 
thoſewho had the honour to know herz and to crown the felicity of their aff:QAions and mariage, 
they had three hopeful children,one ſon, and two daughters : he termed Don Sebaſtiano, and they 
the Donas, Cataling; and Berinthia : He having attained his fifteenth year, was by bis Father made 
Page to Count to Manriques de Lopez, and continually followed him at Court, and-they from thei; 
tenth eo their thirt&@mh years, lived ſometimes at Coimbra, other whiles at Lisboxe, but commonly 
at Avero with thcir Parents, who ſo carcfully trained them up in nes yur and perſc&ions, rc» 
quifite for Ladics of their rank, as chey were no ſooner ſeen, bur admired of all who law them. y 

But before we make #furcher progreſſion in this Hiftory (thereby the better tounfold and anato- 
tomiz: ic)IThold = __ Mary chan I ——_ that ye take a yes 4 ) —_— not a Curious 
ſarvey' of both young Ladics perfeCtions and imperfcRions, of their vices and virtues, their 
beans abdeformiey ; . that as objcAs are beſt known by the oppoſition of their comregieh. ſoby 
the way of compariſon we may diſtinguiſh how roknow,and know how to diſtinguiſh of the difſpa» 
rity..of cheſe ewo Sifters, in their inclinations, affeQions, and dclincations. 5 46 

Catalina was ſomewhat ſhort of ſtature, bae corpulcnt of body : Berinthia tall, but ſlender: Ca 
talina-was of taint and-:compl-xion, more brown than fair : Berinthia not brown, but ſweetly fair, 
or faicly{weet : Catalina had a diſdainful, Berinthie a gracious cyc : Catalina was proud, Berimthig. 
humble. In a word , Catalmns was of humour cxtreamly imperious, ambitious, and revengetul, and 
revengeful, and Berinthia modeſtly courteous, gracious, and religious. So theſe two young Ladies 
growing now to be capable of Mariage, 'many Cavaliers of , Avery become Szrvants and Suiters to 
them, as well in reſpeH of their Fathers Nobility and Wealth, as for their own Beauitics'ahd Virtues: 
yea, their fame is generally ſo ſpread';:thar from Licbonr, and. moſt oh; the chicteſt Cities of Portugal, 
divers Noblcs and Knights reſort to their Father Dos V:larezo's houſe, to profer up their affcQions 
to the dignity and merics of his ng rs. But his agefinding their youth roo young to be acquain= 
rcd with the ſecrers and myſteries © 


riage, puts them all off, cicher in general terms, or honoura- 
ble, excuſes, as holding the matching of his daughters of ſo cmincnt,and important conſideration , 
as he thinks jc fir he (ſhould nay conſult, and not raſhly conclude them ; which affcRion und 
care of Parents to theit Children, is ftil] ae honourable as commendable. | | 

Don Sebaftiano their Brother, being often both ar Madrid, V allidelyd, and Licbone , becomes very 
inciinately and fingularly acquainted wich Daz Antonio ds Rivere ,a noble and rich young Cavaler, 
by Birth likewiſe a Portugal, of the City.of Eluas, who was firſt and thief Gentteman to the Duke 
of Braganſa z and the bercet to unite atid perpetuate their familiarity, he profers hint his eldeſt Siſter 
in Mariage, and prayers him at his firſt conveniencie , to ride over to, Avero to (ee her, of:ring him- 
ſelf ro-arcompany him in hisjourncy, and to ſecond him in that enrerprize, as well tow 


| Farher ay Sifter, Dor Antomio very kindly and thankfall liſtencth to Don Seboftianc's courtcourant} 


affcftionace profer ; and knowing it ſo far from the lealt diſparagetnent, as it was a t happineſs 
and honour Foe ble ridge himſelf in ſo noble a Family, they ag a day forkhin jon againſt 

when, Don Antonio makes ready his prepararives and in* nope anſwerable to 
and generofity.They arrive at vero, where Don Gaſper de Vilarezo,forhis own worth, and hisSons 
repay receives Don A#tozis honourably, and ente him courteoufly : He vifiteth and aluterh, 
the Morher, then the ewo young Ladies hier daughters : and although he cannot diſlike Catg- 
lina, yet ſo precious and amiable is ſweet Berinthia in his cyc, as he no ſooner ſees, bac loyes her: 
yeay her piercing eye, her vermillion cheek, anddelicare ftature, af ſych woriders in his hears, as he 
ſecrerly mes himſelf her Servant , and publiquely fhc his Miſtreſs : to which end he takey 
time and opportunity at advagtagn» and fo reveales her ſo. mach in terms\;” "that intimate 
the. fervengic of his 'zcal, and cndear the zeal of his aff=&tion and - 'Berintbis entertain 
his »r rae ſpeeches wich many blaſh:s, which now and then caft a rofiat vail o'r the 
milk -whitc Lillics of her complexion : and ro ſpeak truth, if *4mtonio be cnamored of Berivthie; 
| no 


HiR. VI. Antonio and Lerinsbia. 


no Ic({#is ſh: of him: ſo as nor only their eyes, bur their contemplations and hears ſeerts already to 
ſympathize and burn in che flame ofan cqual affeCtion. .In a wotdby ſtealth he courts ber often. And 
not to detain my Reader in theintricare Labyrinth-of the whole paſſages of their loves, Anronis tor 
this cime finds Berintbia in this reſolutions that as'the hath nor che. will co grahry ſo the hack noc the 
pgwer to deny'his ſute - che refty time will produce. - © ome tes 
Buſo powerfully do: the beauty and virtuzs ot ſweet ' Beripthes. work in Antonio his affeions, 
thacimpatient ofdelayes, he finds outher Father and Macher 5 and in duc t:rms ( requifite for him 
ro give , aud they receive) demands their daughter Bermthia -in; Mariage. Vlurezo thanking Au- 
romo:for this honour, replyes , thar of his ewo Daughters , he- thinks Berinthra, his younger, as un- 
worthy of him-y as Catalina, his cldelt, worthily beſtowed on him. Anton anſwers, that as he can- 
not deny but Catalive is fair, yet he mult conteſs that'Berimbia is more beautiful co hiseye, and 
more pleaſingto his choughts. Vitarezo laſtly replies, that he will fictt march Catalina, c'r Berin- 
thig., and that he is as content to give him the firſt, as not as yer-reſolved roadiſpoſe of the ſecond : 
and fo at this cime,, they on theſe rerms depart, Vilarezo taking. Antonio and his ſon Sebafliano with 
him to hunc a Scag, whereof his adjacent Forceft hath plenty. Burwhiles Atoxzo his body purſues 
the Stag, bis thoughts are flying atterthe Bzaury of his dearand fair Berinthiaz whe as Paragon of 
Beauty and Nature, fits Empreſs, and Q1cen-Regent in the Court of his contemplations and affe- 
fions. He is wounded at the heart with Vilavezs his anſwer, 2nd: Berinthia to the gall , when he 
cerrifi:d her ot her Fathers reſolution,only modetty (that ſweet companion, and precious ornament 
of Virgins) tothe extremity of her power, endeavoured to keep Antonio from perceiving,” of ſu- 
ſpefting ſo much. Antonio prayes his dear friend Sebaitians, to perſwade his Father to give him his 
Siſtcr Berinthia to Wife : he performs the true part of a true friend, and a Gentleman, bur in'vain;z 
for his Father Vilarezo is reſolute, firſt to marry Catalina 3; when Antonio , nor of powet ſtiſoon to 
leave the fight and przſcnce of his feet Berinthia, muſt inventſame:;marcer for his ſtay. And indeed, 
as Love is the whattone of wit to give an <dge ta invention ; ſo' Amonio, to injoy the preſence of his 
faic Beriuthis, is inforced to make (hw, that henegle&s her,and aff:Qcth Catalina; and ſoconver- 
ſech ofcen wich her, bur ſtill in-general rexrms, whertat ſhe builds many caſtles of hope and content, 
in theair of her thoughts: For, if Berinthja loved Antonio, no lefic doth Catalina : firange eff.&ts ot 
aff:tion , where two Siſters deeply and dearly Iove.ane'Gentlewan, and when bur ane, and perad- 
venzure neither of-them ſhall enjoy him. :* » | | 
But as Catalina is the pretex',ſo Berinthia is both the fole objeR and cauſe of Antenio's Ray,whom 
he courts and layeth cloſe licge to, as often as opportunity makes him happy-ip the defired happi- 
nefs and felicity of her company : Shee gives him bluſh:s tor his ſighs, and ſometimes ( although a 
man) the ftervencie of his affection was ſuch , as he cannor.refrain from returning her tears for ber 
bluſh:s 3 when albcic Jove perſwades him to ſtay longer in Avers, yet diſcregion calls and commands 
him away to Lishone ; and all che frait of his journey that he ſhall carry thither-with him, is this,that 
for injoying fair Berinthte to his wite, he conceives far more reaſon to hope, than «o deſpair. Nexc 
death, there. is no ſecond aff{ifion fo grievous, orbitter to Loyers, as ſeparation-and parting : his 
Berintbis f:cls, bur will not acknowledge ; and this Antonio acknowledgeth beciufe he feels. After 
Supp-r, taking her.co a window, he ſecretly prayes her to honour rimwith che acceprance of a poor 
Scact,and plain pair of Gloves (which notwichftanding were igfinicely rich,and wonderfuNytair) 
ia roken ot his aff:Aion ; and (hz, the morn of his departure, by.Diego his Page, ſends him a Hand- 
kerchief curiouſly wrought with hearts and flames of filk and gold, in fign af ber thankfulnef;' He 
promiſerh Berinthia to write,and (ee her ſhortly ; and Cataline emrears him to-be no ſtranger to A - 
Tero.. To Catalina he gives many wozds, bur few kiffcs 3 to Berinthie many kilfes, but more rears: 
His departure makes Berinthia fad, as grieving at his abſence 3 and Cataline joyful,as hoping of his 
return” Cataling triumphs for joy, hoping that Antonio ſhall be her husband; and Berinthia now bc- 
gins to look pale with ſorrow, fearing ſhe ſhall not be ſo happy to be his wife. By chis time Breakfaſt 
is ſcreed in, when Sebaſftiano comestakes Antonio and his two Sifters,and carrics them tothe Parlor, 


where Vilarez2and his wite 4/pbamte attend Antbrio's coming. They all fir down, & although theit ' 


fare be curious , yet Antonio'scyes feed and feaſt upon more curious dainties; asthe { 'eyes z 
flax nhajr,and vermillion checks of Berinthia's incomparable beauty,which is obſerved 
cx.ept of Berinihiazwho is ſo ſecrer & cautious in her cariage,as akhough beraff-Ribngycther diſtre« 
tion wil not permit ter modelty either to obſerve or (ee ir. Breakfaſt ended, Hitomo raking VaAarezs 
& his wifc Alphanta apartyfirſt give them infinice thanks for his hanorable & courteous e) imnenr, 
& then very carneltly again prays them not to rejett his ſute for their daughter Bermthia, Vilarezo S 
his witc pray Antonio to cxcuſe his bad reception 4 which chey-know comes: many waics ſhorr of his 
deſers,% alſo requeſts him to'embrace their motion for their daughter Cat lripes Thus aftermany 
other complements, he rakes his conge of Vilerezo, kiſſzth his wife &-rwo daugheers, firlt Catalina , 
then Berinbia, who though laſt in yeare,ycr isthe tirſt Lady jn his — thoughes, —_ 
3 2e't 
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Queen of-dis affc&ion. So they are as' it were inforced co make a virruc of necefliry, and ro take a1 | 
ſhort farewel , inftead of a more ſolenm, whichiticher of chem-wiſhed, and both deſired ; burcheir 


eyes diftate to their hearts, what their tongues cannot expreſs; andſo Amornio abd: Sebaſtiane take 


Coach, and away for Lisbone, A#toxid as much triumphing in'the braury of his fair Berimbia, as his 
friend Schufliano grieves, that of his rwo Siſters, Amrevio would not accepr of Cuteline, nor his Fa« 
ther conſent co give him oper ea wife notwithſtanding they-confirm their familiariry and 
fricndſh'p wich many interchang os Dy VIS hich they'cammor be brothers, 
they will live and dye dear and intimate fri : bur | fear thecontrary. (1 

:ing arrived at Lisbone, Azitonid feeles ſtrange alcerarions in his choughrs and paſſions : For now 
ke is ſo intangled in the Ferters of Bermthia's Beauty and Virtues, that he-will ce no other ob. 


| jc& burher Idea, nor(almoft)) ſpeak of any Lady but of her ſelf: and.in theſe his amorous contem- , 


plations he both rcjoycerh and triampheth ; bur again, remembring the affurance of Y:/arezs his 
refuſal ; and the incertaincy of Berinthia's aff:&ion and conſent, hishopes arenipc in theie bloſ- 
ſoms , and his joyes as ſoon fade as flouriſh ; he wiſheth that Avero were Lisboxe, and cither himfelf 
in Avere with Beriuthia ,- or ſhe in Lisbone with him. To atrempethe one,' be holds ic asgreat a 
folly; as 2 vaniry-rta wiſh the other:: Bur he bethinks himſelf of a remedy for this his perplcxiry , 
and reputes himſclf obliged in che bonds , as well of reſpeR , as love, to write tohis fair Berinthia z 
and then again he: fears that it will finde a difficulepatſage andacceſs to her, becauſe of her Fa- 
thcrs diſtaſte, and Siſters jzalonfic. - But the Sun'ofhis affetiondorh ſoon diſpel and diſſipate theſe 
doubts, or rarher difperſe chem as Clouds before the Wind: And how to prevent thoſe who mighr 
attempt to incercept his Letters, he berhiaks himſelf of an invention, as worthy, as commendable 
in;a/Lover 3 He wrices Berimthia'a Letter, and accompanying ic with a rich Diamend, ſends it 
her by Diego, his own Page, to Avers , whom purpoſely , and fcignedly he cauſcch ro arm himſelf 
with this pretext and colour , that he is in love with Anfilve , the Lady Cataline's Waiting-gen= 
tlewoman , and hath'gotten lcave'of his Maſter ro come tro Averotofeck her in Mariage ; where 
aftce ſome 'fifteen daies he arrives, and very ſecretly delivers bis Mafters Ring and L-cter ro Be- 
rimbia, 'who ( ſweet Lady ) was then toft with the wind of fear, and the waves of ſorrow , that 
in all thiscime ſhe heard not from Antonio, doubting indeed left chechange of air, places, and ob 
jets, might have power to change his aff-&ion, when now bluſhing for joy , as much as ſhe before 
ooked pale for ſorrow, ſh:c takes the Ring and Letcer, and kiſling both, ſecretly flycs ro her 
Chamber, when bolting the door, ſhe withas-miuch atf-Ction as impatience, breaking up the ſeals, 
therein findes theſe lincs, "4, | 
ANTONIO © BERINTHIA. 


Qg IVeet Berinthia y' wert thou as courteous as fair , thou wouldeſt reft as confident of my affettions, as I 

of. thy hexuty , and then as much rejoice in that , as I triumph in this : but as my tongue lately 
wented power, ſo now doth my pen art, to inform thee hom dearly I Ie thy beauy, and bmour thy virtues: 
ſo as could thy thenghts prie mto mine, or my heart be ſo happy to difiate 10 thine, thoſe ſhould know , and 
this; ſeey) that Antonio is ambitions of uo other earthly felicity, than either to live thy busband, or die 
thy. Mextyr. Think with thy ſelf , bow ferre thou undervalueft , and un-requiteſt my zeal , when 1 
will ideſpair of loving Catalina,  and.yet cannot bope that Berinthia will affet me : onely therefore 
in thee (', ſweet Lady ) it remaines., either ts crown my joyes by thy conſent , or to immurtalize my 
torments: by thy refuſal. Be pleaſed therefore, fair B:rinchia , to fignifie me thy reſolution, that I may © 
know my dorm, and prepare my ſelf , either to wed thee or my grave. 


ANTONIO. 
Berimbia having again and  peruſed and o'r-read this Letter , gives it a thouſand kiffis for 


his'\ſake who wrate and ſent it her, and fo very (ecretly locks ir up in her Casker, as alſothe Dia- 
mond,, andnow attends to conferre privately with Diego, when he will reſolve ro re- 


turn /t6-his Maftce-ar Liebone, that the may return'him an anſwer, though not ſo ſweet as he ex- 


wt as he fears. In the mean time Diego delivercth her Father V:lzrezo his Maftcrs 
er.,. in favourof his (ptetended)) fate to Arfilve, as alſo in thankfulneſs ofhis encertainment , 
without naming cither Catelixe or Berimbia , his daughters , or once mentioning his return to A- 
vere, whereat Viiarezo grieves, and Cateline bites the lip: But Beyinthia cannot but ſmile to ſee 
Attoxio bis invention for the ſafedeliveric of his Letters, nor yet refrain from laughing in her ſelf, 
ro fec how.cunningly ——_ Diego courts Axfilve 5 for he makes ſach demonſtration of love to 
her, and ſhe is fo enamoured of him, that Catalina thinks a ſhort time will finiſh this Match , bue 


he-and her Siſter Berimbis know the contrary. Diegont the end of three daics is defirous to depart, 
af) and 


% 


79 


Hiſt. VII. Antonio and berimbia. 
and Berinibia extremely glad of his reſolution to ſtay no longer : ſoſk- cakes her (elf co her cham» 
bzr,and writcs this Leter to her Antomo, inan{wer ot his. - 


BERINTHIA to ANTONIO. 


4d I not been more courteous to thee, than I am fair to my ſelf, thou had? not tafied ſo mnch of my 
efſetion, nor I ſo many of my Fathers frowns 3" and althmyh thy tongue and pen bave acquainted 
me with thy rich zeal intended and devoted to my poor merits , yet judge with thy ſelf , whether it be fit 
for 'me to requit# thee with cbſeryance, or him that gave me my being with diſobedience, As I deſire not 
to bave thee dye my Martyr, ſo my Father will not permit thee to live my bushaxd; andyet, as it 15 0ut of, 
wy power 10 remedy the firſt , ſo it is not impoſſible for time to effelt and compaſs the !ajt': not that'l reſolve 
to give thee too much bope, rather that I tim t6 take away ſonte of rby deſpair, to the end I may find thee 
hs conſtant inthy affeGion , as thou me ſincere in my conftancie. My Siſters jealoufie of me , =o Hrg 
thers diftafte of thee, invite thee to manage this favour of mine with as much ſecracie'us circumfpettion 


BERINTHIA. 


Having folded up, and ſealed her Letter , ſhe finds out Diego, and beckeng him to follow her co 
theGarden z where, in one of the Bowers, ſhe delivers him this Letter , together wich Roſe of 
, the which in token of her love, ſhe conjiires him wirh ſafery and ſpeed ro deliver trohis Ma- 
| fer Don Antonio. Diego having his diſpatch of Berinthia, ſoon gives Anſilva hers, promiſing ro re- 
turn ſome three weeks after 3 at which time he prayes her to expett him ; *whin chanking Vi{#rezo 
for his kind entertainment, and he bidding him cM his Maſter, he would beglatco fee him iti Xoero, 
he laps to horſe, and fo poſts away for Lizbon es ares, | bn 
\ 1 cannot relate with whar incredible, and infinite joy , Antonio receives this Letter anfRing 
from Berinthia : and, to wrirc the truch, [ think che Lerrer ſcarce contained fo many fillabfes, as he 
often rcad it over and kifſ=d it, H: ſees Berinthia's modeſty reſplend and ſhine in her aff:&jon ; and 
her aff:Qion in her modeſty towards him, wherein he glories in that, rejoycerhin rhis,and crinmphs 
in Þoth : bur although he be ſure of her aff=&ion, yer he is not of himſelf 5 for he fees herTirter 
containerh many verbal complements , bur all of them not one real promiſe 3 and therefort he can= 
nocrepute hifcranquillity and felicity compleat, e*r he be crowned withthighappinefle : befides, 
he feares that his abſence and her Fathers preſence , may in traft of tim: by degrees cool the fer- 
vencic of Berinthia*s aff:&ionz and yet then, hc as ſoon cheeks bis own timidiry, in conceiving 
the leaſt ſuſpicion of her —_— Now he thinks co acynaine his intimare friend, and her dear 
brother, Sebaſtiano, with their affeCQtions, but then he condemns that opinion , and revokes it as er= 
roncous and dangerous, and contrary to the rules of love, in failing wichout the compaſs of Be- 
rimtbia's advice and commands, by the which he holds it both ſafety and difcretianto ftcer his 
courſe and ations. Again, be fo infinitely and carneftly lotigs to re-fee his dear and fweer Mi- 
ſrefſe, as he reſolvesro ride over again ro Averoz bur the obftinacy of Yilzrezo, and the jealouſic 
of Cataline , make him crid that journey c'r he began ir. In chis perplexity, and contcffation of 
reaſons , h« is irrefolute what , or what not to doe 3 bur in fine, conſidering that dclaies are dan» 
grrous in marters of chisnarure, he packs up his baggage, and taking his farewell of Sebaftiano, 
under pretext of his health, leaves Lishone, and the Dake his Lord and Maſter , and retircs to his 
own home ar Elvas ( where his Father dying ſome three years before , had Tefe him ſole heir 
to many rich Manors and Poffeſſions JH INEER Avero, that hernight give 
order for all thinigs, and ler ſfip no occation in the proceſs and profecurion of his aff:&ion. The 
ſecond day after his arrival to Elvas, it being wel-near a month fince he ſent his firft, and till then 
his laſt L:rter co Berinthia, he now again EO—_ Page Diego with a fecond Letter to her, 
by who he ſends a Chain of rich Pcarl, a w 7h of Gold Bracelets richly enameled, Dizge's 
arrival is pleafing to 4nſilva , bur extremely joyful to Berinthiaz onely ic nipe Cataling”s hopes , 
beca:rſe ſh: could not underſtand by hin any certain reſolution or affurance of his Maſters com 
thithzr, Diegohath no ſooner ſaluted his Avfilve, bur ( as his more importanc bulineſſe )*he ſeeks 
means to (ſpzak with Berinthia, which ſh: her ſelf proferech him he delivers her his Maſters to- 
kens and lett:r, which ſhe very joyfully recciveth, and fo crips away to her Chamber, where opening 
the ſcals, ſh: therein finds theſe words. Ts : | 


ANTO- 


8o 
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ANTONIO tw BERINTHIA. 


T i impoſſible for my pen to expreſs the joys my heart received at the reading of thy Letter : and as I di 

>raiſe —__ Ltd to thy ker, h I infinitely both praiſe aud prize thy affeQion to me. 4 heafers 
1ames 1 kiſſed thy lines, and as often bleſt the band that wrote them ; and alihough they gave me bope ſo 
deſpair,yet,not to diſſemble,theſe hopes bave brought me doudt,and that doubr.fear;not that thou loveit me; 
for that were 10 diſparage my Judgment, in ſeeking to prophane thy affeHion; but that thou wilt nut pleaſe to 
accept of my pt omiſe, nor to return me thine; wherein, if thou weigh the fervencie of my love, 1 bope thou 
wilt not. tax the incredulity of my fear ; for till I am ſo happy, not onely tobope, but to _ my ſelf that 
Berinthia will be Antonio's, as Antonio is already Berinthia's, I muſt needs fear, and therefore cannut 
truly rejoyce. 1 have left Lisbone, to refide at Elvas z therefore fair und dear Lady , I beleech-thee 
deſtingte me.,, diſpoſe my ſervice, and command both. F-loug to enjoy the ſelicity of thy preſence ; for I 
take heaven to witneſs , thy abſence is my hell upon earth. 


ANTONIO. 


| Berintbja having read this Letter, ſhe —_ of Antonio's fear ; and attributcs ic to the fervency 
and fincerity of his affection ; ſhe efteems her ſelf infinirely happy in her good fortune, and choice 
of fo brave a Cavalicr for her ſervant, whom ſhe hopes a little time will make her husband 3 to which 
end {hz will no longer fced him wich delaycs, but now reſolves, by his Page Diego, at his returty, to 
fignific him ſo much zand in a word, to ſend him her heart, as fhe hath alrcady reccived his. Bur ſhe 
knows not what the Lxterim of this time will bring forth. | 115 335) 
Paſs we from Berimthia to her Sifter Catalina, whoſe aff:Qion is likewiſe ſuch to Antonio, as by 
this tim: ſhe hath perſwaded and induced her Father V:larezo to write hima Letter in;her behalf 
Diego, thereby to draw his reſolution, whether he intend to ſeek her for his wife orno 3 or at 1 
to invite him to Avero. And although his affcQion to her Siſter Berimthia be kept from her, yer ſhe 
not only ſuſpe&ts , bur fears it. Glad ſhe is of the opporrunky of Diego his being there, to convey hee 
Fathers Letter to his Maſter 3 and yet that joy of hers is ſoon diſſolved into grief, becauſe all chis 
time he never vouchſafed to write to her : her affeftion to him flatereth her ftill with hope , and yet 
her judgement in her (elf ſtill ſuggeſteth her deſpair ; for ſhe hath alwaics the image of this conceie 
in her imagination , that Aztorio loves her Sifter Berintbia, and not her ſelf: her fuſpition makes 
her ſubtil, and ſo ſhe deals with {»filve to draw 'the truth hereof from Diego, who having learned 
his Iefſon,, aftcth his part wellz and I know not, whether with more fidelity or diſcretion , flacly 
denics it, 3 Bur lo, here betides an accident, which bewraies the whole myſtery and Hiſtory of their 
affetions. Oa a Sunday morning, when Berinthia was deſcended to the garden to gather flowers, 
againſt her going to Church with-her Father and Mother, her Sifter Catalina ruſhcth into her cham- 
ber, to ſeck the Hiſtory of Cervantez; which the day before ſhe had lent her 3 and not finding ic ci- 
theron the Table or the Window , ſecks in the pocket of her Gown, that ſhe-wore the day before ; 
and th:re unwittingly, and uncxpetedly finds the Taft Lecter that Axtorio had ſenther 3 w 
perceived it was in vain to hope to enjoy Antonio, fith ſhe argc 6-3 ſaw, that he was her Siftee 
Berinthia's, and ſhe his. Catalixg is bereat both ſorrowful and glad ; ſorrowful,that ſhe ſhould loſe 
Antonio, and glad that ſhe had found his Letter. And now to ſhew her affection to him, and her 
maliceq her Sift:r, ſhe will cry her wits, to ſee wherher ſhe can fruſtrate Berinthie, and fo obtaine 
Antonig for her ſel, The paſſions of men maycafily be found out and der: fed, but the ſecrets and 
malice'of women difficultly. To, which end Catalina ſhews this Lecter to her Father, who excced- 
ingly ftorms hereat, and with many checks and frowns, curbs Berinthie of her liberty , and reſolves 
in loot Letter to Antonio to forbid him his houſe, and her company, except he will leave Berae- 
this, and take Cateline : and ſuſpeRting that his Page Diego's courting of Anfilve, was but onely a 
policy and colour, thereby to conveigh Letters betwixc his mm Berinthia, and his Maſter, he 
once cponghs to give him Ce z» and prohibic him his houſe, had not Catalina praycd the 
contrary, who would no way diſpleale her Waiting-Gentlewoman Anfilva, becauſe ſh: was to uſe 
h-r aid and affiftance in a matter of great importance ; the unlocking and dilating whereof is thus. 
Cataline her aff:&ion to Antonio, and conſequently her malice to her Siſter Berinthis is ſo vio- 
Int, that as her Father hath bereaved herofa great = of her liberty, ſo ſhe is ſo bloody and cru), 
as {a2 vows to deprive her of herlife. A helliſh reſolution in any woman, but a moſt unnatural and 
damnable attempt of one Siſter to another : but ——_ Faich,which is the foundation and bulwark; 
and Religion, which isthe preſervative and antidote of our fouls, ſhe runs ſo wilfully hood-wink'd 
from God to the Devil, as ſhe will advance, and diſdairs to retire, till her malicious and jealous 
thickt be quenched wirh her Siſters blood, To which cnd ſhe perſwades and bribes Anfilve with 2 
bundred 


by 
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hundred Dackets to-poyſon her Sitter Berinthis, and promiſcrh her ſo mach mote when ſh: bach 'ef- 
feed ic : whereunto this wreeched and execrable young Waiting-G-nelew Sp ab jr 
plied Toujd 


in bricf nearer oy perfor -. But God hath —_ yu_ oe -j=7 TI et 
fk: ſends into the City for ſome on by an wh M- , whith 13 inftanc 

her in a ſmall galley-pot. Bur pd acaps rmie and wonder ac dame wr 3x ar iſtovery; 
and prevention thereof * For, that very night,when Anfilva had determinacely refolved to have poy-= 
ſoned the Lady Berimbia, Diego ſeeks our his Miſtris Arfilve, and finds her folicarily alone in one of 
the cloſe over-ſhadowed Bowers of the Garden, whom he ſalutes and entertains with many, amg= 
rous diſcourſes, and more kifſes 3 in the middeſt whereof his noſe fell ſuddenly on bleedit ; cre 
at hc admired, and ſhe grieved, till at laft having bloodied all his own h ict,  Anſilve riſh- 
eth haſtily co her pocker for hers for hin}, which ſuddenly drawing forth, her ion to' Diego ha® 
ving made her quite forget her poyſon, (he with her handkerchief draws oticthe gally:poty” which 
falling on the floor of the Bower Crhat was paved with ſquar: ſtones) ee +. th ——— . 
when Diego's Spaniel licking up the poyſon, inſtantly ſweld , and died them." Whet#tar Di#po 
grew amazcd, bur far more Anfilve , who blaſhing with ſhame, and chen growing pale for fear,cou 
not invent either what to ſay or do, at the ftrangeneſs or ſuddenneſs of thisaecident. Diego preficrh 
her. tcoknow for whom this poyſon was provided; and of whom ſhe had ic: 'Her anfiwers arc variable, 
and are ſo far from agreeing, as they concradi&_cach agher, which breeds in her the more fear, and 
in him aſtoniſhment. He conjures her by all che bonds of their aff-Ction , todiſcover it, wich many 
millions of proteftations protefſ:rh ir ſhall dyc with him ; he addes vows co his requeſts, oaths to his 
vows, and kiffcs to his oathsz ſo as Mayds can difficultly conceal any thing from their Lovers; bac 
eſpecially fearing thar he might peradventure ſuſpeR that this poyſon was r and intended him z 
the at laſt vanquiſhed with his importunacy, arid this confideration, diſcovererh (as we haveformetly 
underſtood) that her Cataline had won her, therewirh co poyſon her Siſter Berinthia, Beerauſe ſhe 
ſaſpecd ſhe was better bcloved-of her Maſter Dow Antonio than her ſelf, Diego is itifinicely afto- 
niſhed at the ſtrangeneſs of this news, and like a true and fairhfull-Page to his Maſter, having drawn 
this worm from Anſilva's noſe , and this news from her tongue, under a colour to ſeck a ro 
ſtop his blood, giving her many kifſes, and promifing her his ſpeedy return, he leaves her in the 
Garden, and fo very ſpcedily finds out Berimbia, © (with as much truth as curiofity) he 
from point to point reveals it, praying het ro b: carefull not to receive any thing, cither from Cx+ 
talins or Anfilve, and withall co wrice , for che nex: morning he will by&rq Elvas to reveal it to his 
Maſter, Berinthis trembles at the repore of this unexpettcd news 2 ſo having fieft thank- 
ed. God for the diſcovery of this poyſon , and her Sifters malice , ſhe promiſeth him a Letrer to his 
Maſter; and heartily thanks bim for his fidelity and aff:Qion cowards her y the which ſhe voweth to 
require z and fora c andearneft thereof, drawvoff a Diamond from her finger, andgives ic 
him for his good efce. . | | JOE we nad | k 

.No ſooner hath Aurore leape from the watery bed of Thetir, and Phabas diſcovered hisgolden 
beams in the azured Firmament'of Heaven , bur Diego cauſeth his horſe to be made ready, md telly 
Anſilve, that bis Father had ſent for him to meet him ar /a Secco, and that he will not fail co be back 
with her wichin three daicy, being ready to depzrt. 

Hz, under colour of givi ore fod his horſe, leaves her , and ſteals into Berinthia's Chamber, 
whom (poor Lady ) fear would not permit to take any reft or ſkep chat night 4 the which ſkee had 
partly worn ouc and imployed inwricing her mind to her dear Amonio ,- and knowing her felfnos 
ſafe in Avero with her Father, and Siſter, ſh: reſolved ro commit her honour , and her life into his 
proteCtion z yea; ſhe had no ſooner finiſhed and ſealed her Letter to that effet, but Diego comcs 
and knocks fofcly at her chamber-door. Berinthie in her Night-gown and artire is tor him : 
ſhe admits -himy and commends his care, gives him her Letter to his Maſtery and prayes him rouſe 

| poflible diligence in his return; and ſo having received all her commands, he ſecretly deſcends 

ſtairs zand taking leave of Vilerezs, and laftly, kiſſing his Miftris 4nfilva, he leaps tohorſey rides 
the fickt Stage, there leaves his Genner, and cakes Poſt, 

| Leave we Dizgo poſting rowards Elvas, and come we toCataline, whoſe malice finding noreft , 
nar her revenge remedy, ſhe that very morn 5 as ſoon as Anſilve came into her chamber , demandy 
whechcr ſhe be prepared ro her own promif-, and her hopes ? She anſwererh her Lady, 
that leſs chan chree daies ſhall cffeft ir; arid give a period to all her Sifter Berimthia'e. Wherear ths 
is exceeding glad, bat all :his while ignorant what Diego hath ſeen, nnd Berinthie knows to this cf « 
feft; A4nſilua' preſuming on Diego his fidelity, and Puilding on his ſecrecie ; and therefore leg 
ſuſpeRiing his journey to' Elves, remaines-iiltfo lc and impious in het bloody rcſolutis 
on, ay ſh; now not onely. preſames, bur :affures her (elf chat Berimbia is near theebbe of het daics, 
and the (erting, of her life ; and thertfore like an ex:crable Agent of the Devil, 'ſhee hath now 
made ready and provided her ſelf of a ſecond poyſoned potion, which the no waics doubrs but ſhall 


ſend 
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end ver to her laſt ſleeps Bur this female Monlter, this bloody Jh-Emperick may be deceived iy | 
her axx.... | 


j* Ty prin of which timnc, Diego arrives at Elves, and finds out hig Maſter, to whom he very has 
deli 


»c + BERINTIA, 


aj 70 is amazcd at this ftrange and unczpeRted news, and curioully gathers all the ciccam- 
ſt chereof from his Page, when love, fear, hope, ſorrow, and joy aft their ſeveral parts, as well 
in his hcart as countenance 3 _ prizing wm fr - 9 Leg 

c expedition diſpatcheth away Digs night to % is euſuing 
om fit Co—————_ to deliver to his Miftris Berinthio, with all pothible ſpeed and ſe- 
Crecie. | 


ANTONIO m BERINTHIA. 


 $ the Sun, breaking forth of an obſcure cloud, ſhrines the clearer,. ſa doth thy true afſeS8ion rame, in 
Attn daymable malice of thy Sifter Catalina terly ſelf far ny ſake,in ſuch ſort,as I hnow not whethev 
I more 7ejojce at the ene, then daielt thy ether. Havizg therefore ferft thanked God for thy happy, and 
miraculous preſeruation ,, I, next commend my Þ age ,.145 the ſecond cauſe of the diſcovery thereof; aud. 
this fain of his ſhall neither begorgetten on unrequited. Think bow tedzous then is40 me, fith I blame 
and blame and envy this ſhort Letter of mine,for taking up end uſurping any part thereef, till T injoy the 
honour 10:ſee thee, and the felicity to affiih thee. I renurun thee Poft by Dicgo, who brought we thine 3 'and 
wy Coach-man tels me , I ſballrather flie than run tawerd; thee. 1 hour, Þ beſerch thee, be 
en Mundy night at twelve of the clock, when I will await thy ſelf, and expett thy commands at the P6- 
tern of thy Fathers Arbour 3 where, let the light of the candle be my figntt, and the report of 'my Piſtol 
ſhalb be thine. 1am ng awsy my per, were it not 10 fignifiethee, that my ſword ſhall protet 
thy lie 5 and mine honour preſerve thiue 3, as alſothat Antonio thinks himſelf the mojt unfortunate man 
of the:world, till Berinthia be impaled in bis arms, or beeucloyſtered in hers. Y - | 


ANTONIO. 


\ Whiles Di ie poſing to Avero, Antonio his Maſter is preparing to follow him, taking (the | 

ach bjs Rapicr and caſc of: Piſtols, Diegs firſt arrives at fzero,. yea, a day and two niptics before . 

him. Axfilve checks him for his long ftay ; and Berindkiea thonfand times thanks him for his 
TD 


dy raturm-. He delivers her his Maſters Latter, and praycs her to prepare her ſelf againſt the 
hour. She r:ads her Antowio's Letter with much joy and comfort, which ber looks ecftific 

hear to her choughts:: ſhe will nor be ſlack or backwards in a matter which f> deeply 
imports hey welk-fare andcontent; and fo with all poſlible ſecrecie packsup the chicfeſt of her appa- 


'rel and jewelk in a ſmall trunk,, or cazket,, and wiſheth- the hour come, thar ſhe were either in Anto- 


10's armes, orhe in hers: and for:Diegy, he caſterh ſo ſabtil a miftand vail before Anfilve's cycs 
agir is 3 cicher for her , or- her Lady Catalina to perccive any thi - Bac bo 1A Cond 

4 provided to effc& that which.the firſt cauldinorz and indecd, which went necr to have 
had nor God miracuouſly and. indalgently reached forch bis: hand to it: for 


Cataline Gil pexſcvercain ber invererace andedeadly malice towards, her Siftcr Berintbie, as if God: 
L141 ! had| 


% 
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had aot yet tagghc her , or rather y that ſhe woul4 not.lcarn che way tromSazanz br Grace inttcuRtcd 
Ro lireRed her from the impicty of ſo foul a fiv,as the murthering of her owgand onely fifter, For 
the very night that Antonio had promiſed and aſligned to ferch Berinthie , as (he-had by umes retired 
her ſelfe co her chamb:r , under colour to goto bed , and ready to pur on her aight abilimens, in 
comes Axſilva , ſent by her good and kind{'or rather wicked and cruel}) fiſter , with a (weer Poflcr, 
(ar rachcra dcadly poyſonin her hand , ina ftlver covered cup) celling hergthar her lady bad drunk 
one half, and ſent hee che other , ic being (as (be afticmed) very cold and refreſhing tor the liver,a- 
inſt the hocneſſc of the wearher. Bur Berintbia being forewarned , is armed by her former danger 5 
yer ſh: ſeems joyfull chercof , and fo accepts it , returning her iter Cateling thanks , ſaying, (he will 
deink ir cre {hz go to bed ; onely ſhe prayes Anfilva firſt co fetch her prayer book and gloves, which 
in the morne ſhe had left in her fiſters chamber. So whiles (he is wanting, ſhe privately poweex ir into 
a filver baſon in her Srudy , and waſbing the cup three or four ſeverall tymes, ſhe fils fome Almond 


milk rherein z3 and Anſilue being returned , takes the ſaid cup, and prajn bertocell her Siſter; chac 
ſk: drinks it co her health , withall , gives her the good nigh £ & likewiſe doth Anſilve to. 
her.” But what a good night thought ſhe in her heart and conſcience, when ſh: knew Berinthia ſhould 
never ſee day more ? So away ſhe trips to her Lady Cataling,, who demands her if the bufinefſe be 
diſpatched , and her filter gon to her reft? Who replics , ſhe hath drunk herlaſt , and is goneto her 
crernall reft, Bae they arc deccived in their malicious Arithmetick : For although Catelina cx- 
ereni-ly rejoyce in the confident and affured death of her filter, yet God ordaineth that their bloody 
ſhall deceive them: as mark the ſequell , and you ſhall ſce how. Abe #4 
ut an hoare after Anſilves departurcyby Berixthia's order and intement,ia wonderful ſecrer 
ſort in comes Diego to her chamber, to await the houre of his ers arrivall , and to afliſt her in 
her eſcape and departure. Berimbie acquaints bim with Ie gotien her Siſter Catalina had right now 
ſent her by Avfilve : he is aftoniſhed at this news, as Mong 6 red.it was poyſon, and humbly praycs 
her to make proof hereof on Cataline's Parrot , which that afternoon (he had brought with her into 
her Chamber ; and ſo by her conſent Dirgo takes the Parrot, and with a forccth ſomedown 
its throat : Who poor harmleſs bird, inimediately ſwels and dycs before them. They both wonder 
hercat, and Berinthia at one inſtant both grieves and rejoyceth., grieves at ber Sifter Cataline's ma- 
lice and cruelty , and rejoyceth for her happy deliverance : firlt prayſing God as the Author, then 
thanking Diego as the inſtrument thereof : ſo they throw the ——_ er of the poyſnn Que at the. 
window , and lay the dead Parror on the table. And now Berinthie attending and awayting the hour 
of her happineſſe, which js thac of her Auroxio*s arrivall , and of her own departure, wich as much 
defire as iapaticncy 4 Diego often looking on the houreglaſſe,, and Berinthis a thouſand times on her 
Watch. So at laſt with a longing, longing defire, t La 1 wh a of twelve is come , wherein 4- 
texio arrives : he ſees the bappy light of her candle, ſhe hears the ſweer muſick of his Piſtol , 
which reviveth and raviſherh theſe two Lovers, in the heaven of uncxpresfible joy and conteritz when 
all things being huſh'd up in {ilence, andevery p:rſon of the boufſe ſoundly fleeping , Diego ſofily 
takes up the ſmall crunk , and-Berimtbia as ſecretly followes him : and ſo they wonderfull privately 
flip into the firſt Court, and from thence to the poſiern door of the garden, where Antwrio with a . 
thouſand kiſſes receives her in his arms, havingno other light bue the luſtre of her eycs to light chem: 
for the Moan , hes beighe Cymtbia , bad ircd and conſented to Berinthje's ſcape, and there- 
fore purpoſel rawn h:r brightneſsby hiding and invel her ſelf jd the darkneſs of an 
obſcare —=X Antonio locking this ſweet prize, this his dear and ſweet- Berimthne, in his arms , he 
with che three Gentlemen his tricnds, her co the end of the ſtreets, and Diego following them 
wich the Casket, where they all privaily and m—_—_ take Coach, and having opened the City gate 
witha (ilver key , away they ſpeed for Elves with all poſlible celerity z but I write with grief, that as 
theſe affcCtions of Antonio and Berinthia begin in joy, (o (I fear) they will end in as much ſorrow and 
miſery, ; ; 
Leave we them now in their journey for Elves, and return we to Avero to bloudy Cataline, and 
wretched Auſilve , who lying remote from Berintbia's Chamber , could nor poxibly hear fo mueti 
as the leaft ſtep of ber deſcent and departure; although their malice were fo extream as to write the 
truch , chey allchac night could noe ſl:ep for joy hos Berinthia was diſpacched : (© thep-prepare 
th:mſclves againſt the morn , to hear ſom pictifull oue-crys in the houſe tor Berinthie's death : but 
ſccing itneer cen of the clock, and go rumour nor ſic heard , ay act key accuſtomed ) 
wn into her Chamber, chinking to feaſt- their cys upon the. Iamentable object 
G-ntlewoman : but concrary.co cheis bloudy hoputhey find che neſt , I mcanche bed, empty , and 
Berimthia not dead , bur eſcap:d and flown away : O ily Catalins, inftcad of her Sifter, finds her 
own Parrot d-:ad on the table, They arc aſtoniſh:d ac this news , and look frarefully and deſperarcly 
each on other, Anſilva for her pare proteits and vowes , that ſhe ſaw Berintbia drir, roqinns wh But 
fading Berthia's ſmall crunk wanting , and hearing Diego gone , then Cxtaline knows for certain , 
chi 
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that (he 'wase ſcaped 5 and her poyſonifig ploc d-rafttd arid prevented: So they giv- the als run inthe 


tic will Ieaveher:to you ww ©; that-to her ſhame', and her ſhame to het repentafice, andſo conclades 
co goe imo the City , to reſolve on what he hath 


prayes ine dinc in his Caftle with his'Sifter : bur he tir, faith he hath givenche firſt breach 


co their friendſhip andhis own honor, which he ſhall repent, if not repair, and Todeparts, Bzing 
come into the City, he conſults this bufinefſ= with the Gemlemen, his affociats, and both himſelf & 
4 


they 


Hi. V 11. | eAntonid and berintbis.. ' 


they are of opinion to ſend one poit ro acquaint his Father herewith , and fo to crave his plea- 
ſureand reſolution how bc ſhall beac himiclt herd, Icis ever an excelent point both of wiſ- 
dom and diſcretion, for a Sonne to ſteer his ations by the compaſs ef his Fathers commands. 
HizCouſen /VHandres undertakes this to Avero. Old Yilarezs is perplexed, and price 
ved at this report, and inſtcad of comfort, receives morc afflition, his care, curiofitic, paſſion 
and gricfe: ſeverally cxamineth, firſt Cataline, then Anfilve, who (like Theeves in a Fair , 
or -Murtheress id a Forreſt }) he findes cqually conſtant in their denyal , being ſo devoyd of 

, and replcat of impiery , as they and maintain thcir ianocencics wich many 
= oaths and afſevcratiens : . So he returns Vidandras coElvas with this Letter to his Son Se- 
baſtians. 


VILAREZO wSEBASTIANO. 


Commend thy wiſdome , as much as I diſpraiſe Antonio's reſolution, and grieve at thy Sifter Be= 

rinthia's folly aud diſobedience, I bave carefully and curiouſly examined thetwo parties, whom I 
finde as innocent as conftans in the rrue deny al of their falſely objeted crimes, 1 have conſulted 
with Natare and Honour, bow herein 1 == be direfled by them, and conſequently , thou by me , ſo 
they ſuggeſt me this advice, and 1 adviſe thee this reſolution, eitber by the Law of tbe Kingdeme, 
or by that of thy Sword , with expedition toreturn me my Daughter , thy Sifter Berinthiaz axd ler 
wot the Or atery. cither of Antonio's tongue, or her teares perſwade thee to the contrary 3 for then as 
ſhe -is guiltyof rour diſhonours, ſo we ſhall be acceſſary to hers. Let me underſtand the proceedin 
herein , and atcording as occaſion ſhall preſents if my fickueſſe and weakneſſe will not leave me, 
ntwithſtauding will leave Avero to ſee Elvas. 

got Th 


29111 | | VILAREZO. 


ff? 
-'Whiles Sebaſtiano is conſulting how to free his Siſter Berinthis from the power of Antonio , 
we a little of Catalina, who, (as sKilful in ſubtiltic as malice ) ſeeing her treachery and 
y intents revealed, thinks it now bigh time to make away and poyſon Anſilve ; ground+ 
Ing ker reſolution on this maxim, both ot policy and cftate, That dead folkes doe neither 
harm nor tell tales. Burt bchold here the j and providence of God! ſhe who laid ſnares 
for others, muſt now be taken in them her ſelf ; a puniſhment which the fin of this wretched 
Gentlewoman findes, becauſedeſerved. There is no vice nor malice, but have their pretexcs 
and coloursz Cataline finds fault with tws or three red pimples that Auſilve hath in her face , 
which ſhe will have taken away : She ſends for an Empcrick, one Pedro Sarmiate, and profercth 
him one hundred Dackets to poyſon her, which like a limb of the devil he undertakes, and in- 
poyſon in ſome potions, he adminiſtreth it her : (h:the very next day dycs : a fit reward 
and” puniſhment for ſo graceleſs and bloody a Gentlewoman, who (as we have formerly ſcen 
made no religion nor conſcicnce, to attempt rwo ſeveral times to poyſon the fair and virtuous 
Berimbis, = . 

Whiles this Tragedy is afting at Avero, Sebaſtiano begins to at another in Elves , but a thou- 
ſand times lefſ: impious , and more honourable : For having received his Fathers order by V il- 
landras, he now him into the Caftle, to take Antonio's and Berjntbia's laſt reſolution : he 
is admitted to them : Villandres dircts his ſpeech firſt ro Berintbie, than to Antoxio, ro whom 
herclatcth his meſſage, and Sebaftianes plealure. Berinthia returns him this anſwer 3 Couſerr 
V ilandras, recommend me courtcouſly ro my brother Seba/tiavo, and tell him my ficſt anſwer 
and reſoſucion is,and ſhall be my laft. And (quoth Antonio) | pray ye likewiſe inform him from 
me, that Berintbia's will is my law, and her reſolution mine, and that 1 will be as carcfull as 
willing and ready to loſe my life in defence and preſervation of hers. Y:!landras retarnes and 
acquaincs Seba#t:ano with chis their laſt reſolutions ; frons which he allegeth iris i for 
them to be difſwadecd or diverted. Sebeftians is beatcn wich two contrary and i te winds, 
: 
the 


-whaz todocin a bufincſs of this nature, cither to cecover his Sifter by Law, or by Arms oy 
Law; he holds ita courſe both cowardly and prejudicial ; oy Ann, he ſees be muſt kill 
or his fricnd $ to undertake the firft, would be the Antonio 5 and notto a 
ſecond, the ſhame of all Portuge/and Spain : he thereforc prefers generolicy before reaſon, and 


palltaheeafalgnen, cd o reſolves to fight with A#torio ; to which end he makes choice of 
Coſen Vi 43 for his Second, and the acxt morn ſends him to the Caftle with chis Chal- 


I SEBA- 


i 
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SEBASTIANO-to ANTONIO. " 


Muſt either return wy Sifter B:rinthia ts Avero, or loſe wy life here at Elvas; for T hadrather die, 

than live 10 ſee ber deſhonour \ ſith hers is mine : neither do I firſt infringe or violate the bonds' of our 
familiarity, rather thy ſelf , fith thou art both the author and Canſe thereef : whereſore of two thingy 
reſolve on one , Either before to morrow morning ſix of the clock render me my Sifter Berinahiay or elſe 
at that hour meet me on f00t-, with thy Second, in the ſquare green Meadow under thine iwn Caſt h : 
where the choice of two ſingle Rapiers ſhall await or attend thee, _ If thou art honorable, thou wiilk 
grant my firſt ; if generous, not deny my ſecond requeſt. 


 SEBASTIANO. 


© Antonio receives this Challenge, bears it privately from all the world, eſpecially from his 
ſweet Berinthie, who ( poor Lady ) little imagines or ſuſpefts her Brother and Lover are'ruſh« 
ing forth for her ſake : He returnesthis anſwer by Villandras, thathe cannot grant Sebaftians 
. his firſt requeſt , nor will not deny him his ſecond. So hechuſerth a Coſen-germane of his, a 
valiant y Gentleman , tearmed Don Beleſco , who willingly and freely th himſclf 
in this quarre]. So he and Vi{lendras that t ( with as much friendſhip as ſecrefie')) meer in 
the City, and reſolve on the Rapicrs, and ceremonies requifite in Duels. morn ap- 
peare*, when our combatants leap from their beds to the field ; where, a little before fax (being 
the appointed hour ) all parties appear : the Seconds perform their office in the Prin- 
cipals, who caft off their doublets and draw, and ſo trav their ground, they, with 
judgement and gencrofity, fall to their buſineſs; at the firſt cloſe, Antonio is wounded inthe 
zipht 2rm,and Sebaſtien in the left fidegwhich on a ribzat the ſecond, Sebaftiono wounds 
Antonio betwixt the breaft and ſhoulder, a little above his right pa he him clean chorow the 
body, fil wr arm. ergy een cr of blood: ſo they 
divide themſelves and take : again fall to it, and at this third cloſe, Sehbaftiano re» 
_ Antonio with a-mournfull and fatal intereſt ; for he runs him thorow the body on the left 

de a lirtle below the heart 3 whereof ftaggering, he falls, and ſo Sebaftiane dif 
and nailes him to the ground ftark dead. Villandras 
which Sebaftiano with much modeſty aſcribes to the 
to the weakneſs of his own arm. Bellaſco is no way 
his Principal, but--rarher like a generous Gentleman, and 
dearly to Villendres. They arc not long unſheathing of their Ra Bellaſco 
hath covered up Antenio with his cloak, they attheir firſt mecting, yo _ 
hurts Villandras in the right ſhoulder, and Y: him thorow the dodyith rcins 

and 

and 


ras 
a fatall wound , wherewith his Sword fell frem him, and he to the ground z 
reſaging his death , he with a faint language begs his life of Villendyas, when at the 
wp hereof , throws away his own Rapicr, and ftoopes to affift him. Bur in vain ; for it is 
_ yr og ng his life ; for by this time he is dead, and his foul departed to ano» 
er world. 

This tragical news is ſoon known and bruited in Elves, whereof the Criminal Judges of 
that City remit Seboftiano with as much caſe as Villendres with difficulty ( in favour of money 
and friends Jand obtain their pardons. And now the news hereof likewiſe flyes to Hotonio's Ca- 
file, where his dead body and that of Belleſco are y conveighed and brought, to the 
gricf and ſorrow of all thoſe of the Caftle, who weep for the difafter of their Lord and 
Mafter. Bur all theſe teares are nothing to thoſe of Antonio's two Sifters ; nor theirs 
in compariſon of theſe of our ſweet Berinthie, who is no ſooner advertiſed hereof, 
ar rower with ſorrow, and- there wrings her beats her breaft, and tears off her hair 
in ſach mournfull and pittyfall fort, that Cruelty her 


| exce&dvall excefſe. She will ſee the dead body ofher dear Antonio 3 all thoſe of the Caftic are 
* not capable to divert her eyes from this ww objett ; at the fight whereofſhe falls 
to the ground on her knees, and gives to his body a thouſand kifſcs: yea , ſhe waſheth 
his ew cheeks with a whole deluge and inundation of her ſalt tearezz ſhe cannot ſpeak 

-for z nor utter a word for weeping; onely wringing ber hands , ſhe at laſt breathed 
forth cacſe mournfull and paſſionate ſpeeches : O my dear Antonio, my ſweet anddear An 
foro , 
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r0nio, Antonio, would Ged my deach had ranſomed and prevented thin, O my Anrono, my 4n« 
10. | | —_— SR; | 
"Lane we Berinthia to her paſſionate ſorrows, and ſorrowfal paſſions, from which her Brother 
Sebeſftians will ſoon awake her ; who by this time as Vitor and Conquerour, .is.come tothe 
Caſtle-gate, and demands her , where: he ſees himſclf refuſed, and the draw-bridges and ap+- 
coaches drawn up and rampicred with Barricadocs: he craves ayd of .the Criminal Judges , 
who ſend the Provoſt with an armed company of Souldiers; ſo they force the Caſtle gate with 
a Pecrard, where ſorrowfall Berinthia is dclivercd into the hands of. her joyfull and rejoycing 
Brother Sebaſtian), who with ſweet perſwaſions and advice ſeeks ro exhale and dry up her tears: 
but her affeRion is ſo great, as ſhe isnot capable of conſolation. In a word, ſhe cannoc looke on 
h:c Brocher with the eye of aff:Rion, bur of revenge and indignation; yea, ſhe wiſheth her ſelf 
mctamorphoſed from a Virgin to a man, that ſh: might be revenged of her Brother for the death 
of herdear Lover Antonio. Sebaſtian leaving the dead bodies of Antonio and Bellaſco to theig 
Graves, takes Coach with his incenſed and ſorrowfull Sifter Berinthia; and fo leaves Elvas and 
returns towards Averoz where his Father Vi/erez2, and his Mother A/phanta welcome him home 
wich praiſe, and their Daughter Berinthia with checks and frowns, who ( the beſt ſhee may )) 
ſmochers her diſcontents ; but yet vows to be revenged of her Brother, for killing thc life of her 
joy, and joy of her life, Aatonio. Bar all vows of this bloody nature and q 1alicy, are better 
broken than kept, which if Berinthia had hid che grace to have confidered, and made good uſe 
of, doubcleflc her hand had proved more joyful, and nor {o fatal and miſcrable. . , 
Com: we now to Catalina, who (ecing the objcR ofher aff:Ation, Antonio dead, and her Siſter 
Berimtbie returncd , who, for his ſake,was that of her living malice, ſhe ſecretly confoſſzth her 
fault to her Sifter, in ſecking formerly twice ro have poyſoned her by Arfilva, craves pardon of 
her, vowinghenceforch co convert her malice into affeftion , and fo reconciles her (cltco her 
wherunco her Siſter Berintbia willingly condeſcenderth. Cataline bath made her p:ace with her 
Sift:r, bucſh: hath nor contraft:d and concluded it with God for Anfilva*'s death, Earth may 
this Marther, bac H:aven will not. Gods judgements arc as juſt as ſecret, and as true as 
wond:rful z for he hath a chouſand means ro puniſh us, when we think our ſelves ſafeſt and fur- 
theft from puniſhment : which our wretched Catalina, and her exccrable Emperick Sarmiate 
ſhall fee verifi:d in themſchves. For the ſmoak of this their bloody crime of Murther, hath pierced 
the Vaults and Windows of H:aven, and is aſcended to the Noftrils of the Lord, who hath now 
bent his Bow, and made ready his Arrows to revenge and puniſh them. The manner is 


thus. 

A Sifter of Anſilva's, named Iſabella, is to be married in Avero , who invites the Ladies C 
taline and Berinthia to her Wedding. Berinthia is too ſorrowful to bee ſo merry , as defie 
rous rath:r to goc to her own Grave, than to any ochers Nuptials : ſo ſh: ftaycs at home , 
only her Siftzr Cateling takes Coach,with an intent to accompany the Bride-woman toChurch: 
bur ſee the Providence and Juſtice of God, how it ſurpriſeth and overtakes this wretched Gen= 
dewoman (taline ! for as (h: was in h:rway , the Sun is inftantly eclipſed , and the Skies 0+ 
vercaſt, and ſo a terrible and fearfal Thundzrobolc pierceth her chorow che breaſt, and laycs her 
near d:ad in her Coach ; her Waiting-maids and Coach-man having no hurt, are yet amazzd at 
chis ftranze and diſmal accid:nt; fo they think ir firto return. Cateline is for a time ſpeechleſs, 
hee Parents are asic were dead with grief and ſorrow herear, ſh: is committed to her bed, and 
ſcarch:d, and all h:c body above her waſte is found cole-black : che beſt Phyſicians and Chi- 
rargiansate ſent for , they ſee hzr death-ftrucken with that Planet, and therefore adjudge their 
ekill bar vain : her ſteengrh and ſenſes fall from her, which Cateline having the happineſs to 
perceive, and grace to keel, will no longer b2 (cduc:d with the D:vils temprations. The Divines 
prepare her ſoul for H:aven,and now (h: will no longer difſ:mble with man or God ; ſhe will noe 
charge hze con({cience with fo foul a Crime as Marther, the which ſhze knows will prove a ftop 
to the fruition of her felicity, She confeſſzth, ſh:e twice procured her Waicing-gentlewoman 
Anfilves to payſon her ,Sift:r B-rinthiay, and fince that, ſhe hath given Sarwiate one hundred 
D ckets ro poyſon the aid Aufilva, which he p:rformed, and whereof ſhe humbly begs pardon 
of all che worid, and celigiouſly of: Gol, whom ſh: b:ſcecherh tobe mzcciful ro her ſoul : and 
fo, chouzh ſh: lived prophat:ly and impioally , yer ſh: died repentantly and religiouſly. Vila- 


rez? ani Alphants ,, hec old Pacenty, grieve and Rtorme at her dearth , bur more extreamly at 


the min1:c hereof, and eſpecially at the confeſſinn of her bloody crimes, as w:ll rowards 
living B:rinthie , as dead Anfilve, on:ly theie Daughter Berintbie is fileac herear ; glad that 
ſh: is feed of anen:my, ſocrowfal, to have loſt a Siſter : they are infiniccly. vex:d to pub- 
liſh chic Dwzhter Categling's crimes, yer they are inforced to it, that thereby this Sarmiate, 
Shis Az:nt of H:!l may receive condigne paniſhmznc for his bloody off:ace hers on _—_ 
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So they acquaint the Criminal Judges hereof , who d:cree order and power tor his apprehen- 
fion. Sarmiats is revelling and f;afting at Iſabella's Wedding, ro which he is appointed and 
req1:ſted to furniſh che Sw-er-meats for the Banquets ; bur he little rhinks what ſowre ſauce 
there is providing for him. We are never neareſt dangers, than when we think our ſelves furtheſt 
from it : and alchough his finfull ſecurity was ſach, as the D-vill had made him forget his 
M archer of Avuſilve , yet God will, and doth remember it 3 and lo, here comes his ftorm, here 
his appr-henfion , and preſently his puniſhment. By this time the news of Catalina's ſudden 
death (but not of her ſecret conf:ſſion)) is publiſhed in Avero, and arrived at the Bride-houſe , 
which gives both aſtoniſhment and grief to all the world , but eſpecially ro Sermiata, whoſe 
heart and conſcience now rings him many thundering peales of fear, terronr, and defpaic : his 
bloody thoughts purſus him like ſo many Blood-honnds, and becauſe he hath furſaken God, 
therefore the Devil will nor forſake him 5 he counſellerh him to flpc,and to provide for bis ſafe- 
ty : but what ſafety Cunſecure, ſodangerous, or miſcrable tor a Cheifſtian, as to throw him- 
ſelf into che Devils proteftion ? Sarmiats hereon fearing that Cateline had revealed his poys« 
ſoning of Anſfilva, very ſecretly fteales away his cloak, and fo flips down toa Dern 4 
of the little Court, hoping to eſcape, but he is deceived of- his hopes; for the cyc of Gods 
providence finds him out. The houſe is beleagured for him by Officers, who apprehend him 
as hee ifſueth forth, and ſocommit him cloſe priſoner. In the afternoon the Judges examine 
him upon the poyſoning of Apxſilve, and the reccipt of one hundred Duckers to cffeRir , from 
Catalina , which ſhe at her death confefled. He addes finne to finne, and denies with many 
impious oathes, and feartull imprecationsz but they avail him nothing : his Judges cenſure 
him to the Rack , where, upon the firſt rorment he confefcrh it, but with fo gracelcf: an im- 
pudency, as he rather rejoiceth than grieves hereat;z where we may obſerve, how ftrongly the 
D-vil ticks to him, and how cloſely he is bewitched co the D:-vil. So for reparation of this 
foul crime of his, he is condemned to be Hanged, which the next morn is pertormed right a= 
gainſt Vilarezo his houſe, at the Gallows purpolely erefted ; and which is worſe than all the 
reſt, as this lewd villain Sarmiate lived prophanely, fo he died as deſperately , without repen- 
ting his bloody faft, or imploring pardon or mercy of God for the ſame. O miſerable cx- 
ample ! O fearfull end ! O bloody and damnablemiſcreant ! We have ſcen the Theatre of this 
Hiſtory gored with great variety of blood, the mournfull and lamencable fpeftacle whereof 
is capable to make any Chriſtian heart relem imto pitty, compaſſion , and teares. But this is 
not all , we ſhall yet fee more , not that it any way increaſerh our terrour, but rather our con» 
ſolation, fith thereby we may obſerve that Murther comes from Satan, and its puniſhment from 


C:talina's conf:(ſion and death is not capable to deface and waſh away Berintbia's malice and 
revenge to her Brother Sebaftiano, for killing of her dear and ſweet Love Antonio. Other Tra» 
gedics ars paſt, but this as yet not ated, but to come : Lo now ac laft (though indeed cov too 
ſoon) it comes on the Stage. 

The remembrance of Antonio and his aff<&ions isftill freſh in her yoathfall thonghes and con» 
templations ; yea , hisdead [dre is alwaics preſent and living in her heart and breaſt : *cigtrue, 
Sebaftiano is her Brother z *cis as true ſhe ſaith, that if hee had not killed Antonio, Amoniv 
had been her Husband. Again, ſhze-conſidereth,, chat as Artoxio's life preſerved hers from 
death , fo her life hath been rhe cauſe of his : and as he loft his life tor her ſake , why 
ſhould not ſhe likewiſe leave hers for his? or rather, why ſhould ſhe permit him co live, who 
hath bereaved her of him ; Burt her living affetion to her dead friend is fo violent, and 
withall fo prejudicate and revengeſull,, as ſhe neicher can, nor will ſee her-Brocther, who 
killed him, bur with malice and indignation. Jriftead of conſulcing withnature and grace, 
ſhe onely converſeth with choller and paſſion ; yea, the is ſo miſerably tranſported in her rage, 
and withall ſo ontrageouſly wilfall in her reſolution, that ſhe ſhars the door of her heart ro che 
two former virtues, to whom ſhe ſhould open ic, and openeth ir to the ewo larter vices, 'gainſt 
whom ſhce ſhould ſhut it. A miſery equall ominous and fatall , where Reaſon isnotthe 
chicf Miftrefſe of our Paſſions, and Religion the Queen of our Reaſon. She ſees this bloody 
attempt of h:rs,, whereimo ſhee is upon entring, is both finfall and impiouss and yer her 
Faith is ſo weak towards GOD, and the Devil ſo firong with her, as ſhe is. conſtant co ad» 
vance , and reſolute not to retire therein. Oh that Berimbia's former Virtacs ſhould bee diſ- 

raced with ſo foul a Vice! and oh that a face ſo(weetly fair, ſhould be accompanied and 

inked with a heart focrnelly barbarous, fo bloodily inbumane | for what canſhe hope from 
this attempt in killing her Brother, but likewiſe to ruin her (If ? nay, had fhe had any ſparke 
of wit or grace Icft her, ſhce ſhould confider, that for this foul off:nce her body ſhall 
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iſhmenc in chis world, and: her toul , without repentance, in thatto come : bur th: canuwt 
or her eycs. to heaven 3 ſhe is all ſec on, revenge 3 fo the Devill harh ploeced che Murcher of 
her Brother Sebaſtians, and ſh:, like a molt wretched, and inbumave Sitter, will ſpecdily act ir. 
The manner is thus (the which I cannoc remember without. gricf, nor pen without «cares 
She provides her (cltc of a long and ſharp Knite , the which, ſome ten daies atice the death 
of her Siſter ({ataline, *twixt tour and five of the clock in the morging, ſh: hidzs in ouc of 
her ſleeves, and the better to cover and vverveiſc hervillany , he in the ſame hand cakes her 
Lute, and fo encers her Brothers Chamber, aud tindes him {1:eping, being a precry way diltanic 
from hers, and his Page Philippe in a lower Chamber under him, refolving char it ſh: had tound 
him waking, ſh:e would play on her Lute, aud affirm, (he came to give him the good. mor- 
row. Burt Sebafiano his fortyne , or rather his misformune was ſuch , that he was then ſound- 
ly llecping, without dreaming, or once thinking what ſhould betall him, when chis wretch- 
cd  execrable Sifter Berimbia, ftalkes cloſe to him , and laying, ber Luce fotrly on the 
window, draws out her devilliſh Knife forth her f1:eyc,, and, as Nlhe-devill incarnate , Cuts 
his throat, to the cnd be might neither cry nor ſpcak 3 and fo, though wich a temalc hand, 
yas with' a maſculin? courage, ſhee (* with as mych malice as haſt:) gives him ſeven [c- 
verall wounds thorough the body , and as ncar the heart as [hee could. 3 whereot he twice 
turning bimſclfe in his bed, never ſprawled. more 4 and; then raking np her Lute, and Ica- 
ving him ceckiag in his own blood, the ater this her molt hellith tat, bies her (clic ro her 
Chamber. | 

This cruell Maurther is not ſo cloſe —— and aftcd , but Philippo, SebafFiano's Page, 
hoarcs ſome extraordinary Gicring uggling in his Maſters chamber, and fo lcaps ouc 
of his B:d, and taking bis Cloak on bis ſhoulders, and his Rapicr in tus hand, he aſcends the 
ftaires; where Berinthia bath, not made fo geeax (peed, bur be ex her encring her Chamber, 
and chrowiog hee door after her ; whence running to. bis Mafters Chamber, hee. findes the 
doorc and his Maſtcr moſt cruelly murchercd in, his bed, of cight ſeverall wounds; ac 
which bloody and lamcncable ſpetacle, hee makes many bicres and pitritull out-cryes; where< 
at all thc houſe is in allarum , and the folkes and ſervancs repair thither of all fides, By 
this time' Berinthia hath ſhifted her ourward Tathita Gown, ſprinkled all with blucd, and 
wrapt her bloody knife cloſe in it , and for the more fecrecic throws it in her Cloſe-ftoole , 
and ſo awaits the comming up of her Father avd Mogher, whom the mournfull ecchog and 
Grrowtfull n:ws of their Son Sebaſtiane's crucll Murther , had wich an ocean of tearcs wafted 
to his Chamber , with whom Bevinthia likewiſe , all blubber'd with tearcs, chters; They 
arc all amazel at the fight of this bloody and breathlefÞ: corps, and wringing their hands, Fa- 
ther, Mother, Daughter , and Servants look one on another in this calamicy, and at this ſor- 
rowfull difaft:r. They fearch every Chamb:r ; Vauk, and Door of the Houſe, and find no 
body, nor print of drops of blood whatſoever 3 when Phillippo che Page crycs ovir, that 
he fore it 13 the Lady Berintbia , who bach murthered her Brother, and his Maſter Seba- 
fliano, tor that he ſaw her flying to her Chamber as he aſcended the ftaires, Vilarezo and 
Alphante his Wite are doubly amazzd at this report , bur gracekefle Berinthia is io way daune 
ted or aftonithed hereat, bur afhcmes ſhee likewiſe heard ſome Rirring in her Brothers 
Chamber , which made her ariſe z and come ta the Stair-head,, where ſecing Philippo, ſhee 
bcing, in her night-actire, modeſty made her retire to her Chamber, They all belicve the ſu- 
gar of her words, and the circumſtance of herexcuſe ; yer they will nor proclaime her inno- 
£ency. til they have ſearched ber Chamber ,and all ber Trunks, where they findno Knife, Stil- 
letto, Digger, or any other offenftive Weapon 3 and fo ber Farber and Mocher acquic her 3 bur 
God will nat. Norwichftanding they mult advertiſe the Criminal Judges of this lamencable 
and bloody Murther of their Soanc , which they doe. So they arrive; vilitche dead body, and. 
cauſe all che houſe ro be ſearched 3 bur as ſoon as thzy heard Phibppo's ſpeeches; and ſuſpition of 
Berintbia, then conſidering her atk-Ction to Antonio, and her brother Sebaftiaxo's kiling of bim 
at Elves, they attribute this to be her fat, as proceeding from paſſionate revenge 3 when the ſc» 
quel and circumſtanc:s thereof being apparent in rhemfeIver, they nor regarding her Fathers 
ayers, ker Mothers requeſts, and her own teacs, (ciz: on ber, and ſo ſend andcommi her cloſe 
cifaner : where, wretched Gentlewoman, (hz hach a whole night kefc and given her, to ſee and 
rankider the foulneſs of her faft, and to prepare her felfto her anfiper : which whether ic will 
beecd in her conkelſion or denyal, obitinacy or reperuancegas yer I know not. So from hier imprts 

ſanwent come we to her anſwer. : | 
- vero rings with the news 'of this foul and bloody Murther: All bewaile, all lament 
the death of Sebs/tiano, as a Gentleman who was truly _ eruly generous : bur his Fa- 
3 thee 
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ther Vilarezo and Mother Alphanta ſcem to drown themſelves in their teares, at theſe mournful: 
accidents, ſtrange craſl:s, and unheard-of afflitions of theirs. For though they will not be- 
lieve, yet they deeply feare, «that their Dwghter Berinthia was the Murtherer of her Brother 
$ baſtiano: And as affeion ſeems to divert them from this opinion , ſo reaſon endeavoureth 
to p-rſwad2 and confirm them inthe contrary. The next morn the Judges (it, and ſend for 
Bzrinthia , who comes accompanied with her Parents, and many of her Kinfolks ; they again 
eximine her, and confront her with'Pþlippo; ſb: is firm in her denyal, and her Judges find 
circumſtances,but no probabilircy nor witnefle againſt her,ſufficient to convitt her of this crime z 
yer dirced by rhe finger 6f God, they condemn her to the Rack. - One of her Judges pittying 
h:r deſcent, youth, andbcauty , as much as he deteſts this bloody Murther, intreats that her 
Chamber may be firſt curiouſly ſearched , &c ſhe wergexpoſed to the Rack. This advice and 
requeſt is hcard and followed with approbation. He, and two other Officers, accompanied 
with ſome of her Friends, repair to Vilarezo his houſe, and Berinthia her Chamber ;z they 
leave.no place, Trunk , Cheft, or Box , unſearched : yea, their curioſity, or to ſay truer, their 
z:ale and fidelity to Juſtice deſcends ſo low, as to viſit her Cloſe-ſtool , which, for want of 
the K:y , they break open 3; and behold the Providence and Juſtice of God ! here they finde 
Berinthia's bloody Gown, and therein very cloſely wrapt up that helliſh Knife , wherewith 
ſhee perpetrated this inhumane Murther on her onely Brother. They praiſc and glorifie God 
for th: diſcovery hereof , and fo return to their Tribunal of Juſtice, bringing theſe bloody 
evidences with them , which Berinthia might all this while have removed , if God, to his glo- 
ry, and herſhame, had not all this time purpoſely blinded the eyes of her judgement to the 
contrary. At the fight hereof , ſhe without any torment, confeficth the Murther , and with 
many tearcs repents her ſef of ir; adding withall, that her affeQtion to Antonio led her to this 
revenge on her Brother : and therefore beſcecheth her Judges to have compaſtion on her youth. 
But the foulneſs of her fat, in thoſe grave and juſt perſonages , wipes off the fairnefſe of her 
requeſt : So they conſalt and pronounce Sentence againſt her, That for cxpiation of this her 
cruel Murther on the perſon of her Brother, ſhe the next morn ſhall be hanged in the publike 
Market place. 

So all praiſe God for the deteRion of this lamentable Murther , and for the condemnation 
of this execrable Martherefſe ; and thoſe who before looked on her youth and beauty with 
pitty,now bchold her foul crime with hatred and deteſtation ; and as they applaud the fincerity 
of her former affe&ion ro Antonio , fo they farre more deteſt and condemne this her inhumane 
cruelty to her own Brother Sebaſt;ano. Bur what gricf is there comparable to that of her Fa- 
ther and Mother ? Whoſe age, content , and patience is not onely battered, but razed down 
with the ſeveral affaults of affliftion ; fo as they wiſh themſelves buried, or that their Chil- 
dren had been unborn 3 for it is rather a tormenc than a grief to them, that they, whom they 
hoped would have been props and comforts to their age , ſhould now prove inftruments and 
ſubjc&s to ſhorten their daics, and conſequently to draw their age to the miſcrics of an un- 
timely and ſorrowful grave. But although they have tafted a world of gricf and anxiety, firft 
for the death of their Daughter Catalina, and then of their onely Son Sebaftiano 3 yer it pier= 
ceth them to the heart and gall , that this their laft Daughter and Child Berinthia ſhould paſſe 
by the paſſage of a Halter, and end her daics upon: ſo ignominious and ſhamefull a Stage as 
the MTs, which would adde a blemiſh to the luſtre of their blood and pofterity , that 
time could never have power cither to wipe off , or waſh away ; which to prevent, Vilarezs 
and his Wife Alphavte uſe all their friends and mortall powers, towards the Judges, to con-« 
vert their Daughters Sentence into a lefſc ſhameful], and more honourable death. So although 
the Gallows be erefted , Berinthia prepared to dye , and a world of people,yea, in a manner, 
the whole people of Avero concurr'd and ſeated to fee her now take her laſt farewell of the 
world 3 yet the importunacy and miſery of her Parents, her own deſcent, youth, and beau- 
tie, as alſo her endeared affe&ion and fervent love to her Lover Antonio, at laſt obtain come 
paſſion and favour of her Judges. So they revoke and change their former decree, and 
ſweeten the rigour thereof with one more honourable and mild, and lefſe ſharp, bitter, and 
ſhamefull, and definitively adjudge her to be immured up betwixt two Walls, and there with 
a {lender dict to end the remainder of her dayes. And this ſentence is ſpeedily put in execu- 
tion 3 wherecat her Parents, Friends, and Acquaintance, yea, all that knew her, very bitterl 
grieve and lament 3 and farre the more, in reſpe& they cannot bee permitted to {ce orviti 
her, or ſhe them ; oncly the Phyficians and Divincs have admittance and accefſe to her, thoſe 
to provide carthly Phyfick for her body ; and theſe, ſpiritual for her ſoul. ' And in this lamen- 


ble cſtatc- fhe is very penitent and repentant for all her finncs in general , and for this her vile 
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Murcher of hcr Brother in particular > yea, a lictle impriſonment, or rather the Spirit of GOD 
hath opencd the cyes of her Faich z who now. defying e Devil who had feduced and 
drawn her hereunto; ſhe makes alſo her peace with GOD, and affures her ſclt, chat her 
erue repentance hath made hers with him. Sounaccuftomgd to be pent up in ſo ſtreighr and dark 
a Mew , theycllow Jaundics, and aburning Feaver ſurpeiF her : and ſo ſhe ends her miſerable 
daics. —_\ £ ole. 

Lo, th:(c ons bicter fruits of Revenge and Marth&r which the undertakers ( by the juſt 
jadgement of God) are inforced to taſte and ſwallow.down, when in the heat of rheir youth , 
and h:ighr of their impicty, they leaſt dream or think thereof; by rhe fight of which greac cf 
fifion of blood , yea, by all theſe varictics of mournful a accidents , it we will divorce 
our thoughts from Hell co Exrth, and wed our. contemplations and affeRtions from Earth to 
Hcaven, ws ſhall chen, as true Chriftians, and ſons of the cternal God, run the race of our mor. 
ally pzace in this world, and conſcquently be reward&& with a glorious Crown of immor- 
cal fclicigy in that to come, ; 
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HISTORY VII. 


B-lNuile treachgrowſly -unerthgreth Poligny in the - Lauricta, Poligny's Mifiris, betrayeth 
 B:illuile to ber es, and there ip v © / oy bim thorow the body with a Piſtoll, __ aſe 
ſifted by her VT ee Lucilla, they likewiſe give bim many wounds with « Ponyard, aud ſo 
murther him. | flying for this fal , is drowned in a Lake " «nd Lauriecta is taken,banged 
and burnt for the ſame, 


T is an infallible Adexim, that if we open our hearts to finne, we ſhut them to godlineſs; 
| as ſoon as we follow Satan, God flycs from us, becauſe we firſt fled from him 3 but that 
his mercy may ſhine in our ingratizude, he by his ſervants, his holy Spiric, and himſelf, feckes 
all mcancs to reclaim us, as well from the vanity of our thoughts , as from the prophaneneſs, 
and impurity of our ations : But if we become obſtinate and obdurate in our tranſgreſſions , 
and ſo like Hcathens fall from vice to vicez whereas we fhould as Chriftians, grow up from 
' yirtue to virtue; then it js not hegbut our ſelves thatmake both S—_—_ of our ſelves $& ſouls; 

of our ſelves in this life, of our ſouls in that to come 3 than which no miſery can be: ſo great , 
none ſo unfortunate and miſerable. Ir is true, the beſt of Gods children are ſubje& to fin bur 
to delight and perſevere therein, is the true way as well to hell as death. All have not che gifc 
of pure and chafte thoughtsneither can we conſerve or ſanRific our bodies,but that concupi- 
ſcence may, and will ſometimes afſayl us ( or rather the devil in it) bat to pollute them witch 
fornication, and to transform them from the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, to the members of a 
Harlot ; this, though corrupt N ture ſeem to allow or tollerate , yet Grace doth not oncly de- 
ny, but deteſt. But as one ſinne is ſeldome wirhout anorber, cither ar her heels or cIbow , ſo too 
too often it falls out , that Murther accompanicth Fornicatien and Adultery ; as if oe of theſe 
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foul crimes were not cnough to make us miſcrable, burthar inſtead of going, we will ne:ds ride 
poſt to hell. A wofull Pcetident, and lamentable and mourntull-Example whereof, 1 h:re pro» 
duce co the view of theworld in three unfortunate perſonages, in alaſcivious Lady, and rwo 
kwd and dcboſht young Gentlemen, who all very lam:ncably caſt chemglies away upon the 
Syila of Fornication, and the Charybdis of Murther ; for they found he fruits and end of their 
beaftly pleaſures far more bitter than cheir.b-ginning was ſweer : yea, and b:cauſe ac firſt they 
would notlook on repentance, at laſt ſham= looks on them, and they, when ir is too late, both 
on a miſcrable ſhame, and a ſhamefull miſery. May wee all reade it to Godsglory , and 
conſcquently to the reformation of our lives, and the conſolation and falvation of our own 


In the beautifull City of Avignion ( ſcated in the Kingdom of France, and in the Province 
of Provence) being the Capital ofch: Datchy of Veniſſs, bclongingro the-Pope, and wherein 
for the term of well nearcighty years, they held choir Pomritical See, there dwelt a young Gen- 
thewoman of ſome __ years of age, term:d Malennyſfile Lanrie:s, whoſe Father and Mo- 
ther being dead, was lefr alone to her ſelf, theironely child and heir, being richer in B:auty 
chan and enducd with many cxcellent.quialitics and perfc&ions, which gave grace and 
laftre ro her Bauty , as her Brauty did tothem : For ſhe (pak the Latine and lalian conguit 
perfet, was very expert and exccMent.in {inging, dancing, mufick, paintingand th: ike, which 
made her:famous in that City. Bat as there necdsbuvone Vice toecliple and drown many Vir- 
tacs z ſo thisfair Lawiete was more deautifuld xhan.chaſte, and not halt fo modett as laſcivi- 
ous. {tis a great happincls for children toicnjoy theirParcnts, asa miſery ro wantthem : For 
Lauritta's Father and Morher had been infinitely carefall and curiousco train her iÞ in the 
School of Virtue and Pirty,, wherein her 'youth had (.during the cormat theirlives):matie a 
happy entrance, and as Imayſay ,a fortunate and glorious prugrefſion. But when God, the 
great Moderator, and ſorcraign Judgeiofthe World, had.in his eternal-Decree and ſacred/Pro» 
vidcnce taken th:m outof this world , then Lauriete was left to the wide world, and to the 
vanicy thereof, wichout guide er governour , expoſedzorthe variety of the fortunes , or rather 
the misfortunes of the times, as a Ship without a Pilot or H:lm, ſubjeCt to the mercy of cvery 
mecroilefl-wind and wave of ithe Sca : yen andthen'it wasthat ſhe forgot her former modeſty 
and chaſtity, and now began to adore the'Shrines'of Vemzs and Cupid, by pollucingand profti- 
eating her body tothe beaſtly pleaſures of Luſt and Fornication, wihercin( it grieves me to re- 
late ) ſhe took a great delight and felicity, Bur fh* fhall pay dearfor this bicter-ſweert Vice of 
hers; yea, and chough it {cem .to begin. in.contentand;plcaſure , yet we ſhall affuredly ſec it | 
end infhame, repentanceand miſcry : For this ſinne of Whoredom: berraycs when ir ſeemes to 
dclight us, and ftrangleth, whenit maketh:greateft ſhzw to imbrace us : ſo ſweer andpure vir= 
tucs arc {Modafty and Chaſticy ; fo foulandfatall vices , are Concupiſcience and Luft, Bur 
he with whom fhcwas moſt familiar , and:co whom (hee imparted the greateſt parc of her 
favours,' was 20 one.Monſiexr de Belluite,, a proper young Gentleman , dwelling near the 
City of Arles , by birth and cxtradtion,, noble, bar ocherwiſe more rich thanwiſe ; who 
comming 10 vigor, no fooner ſaw Leuriete, bur he boch:gloricd inthe fight of her fin- 
gular, and triamphed inthe conteruplation of ther «xquitire and incomparable beauty, making 
that -bisbeſt c ment, and thishis:ſmeetcitfclicity 3 char, bis ſoveraign;goad ; and this, his hea- 
ven 4upon earth : fo asilofing himſclt inthe labyriath of her beauty, and as ir were drowning 
his thongs in the fea of his Concupiſcence andSenſuality, he:fpends not onely his whole 
timc, but aigreatpart of hipwcalh in wamonizing andentertaing her : a vicious and foul fault, 
not jar to. Belluile, but incident and fatallitoroo many Gallants, as well of moſt 
partsof \Qhriftendome in general , as of France in iparticular z itbring indeed a diſafterous 
and dangerous Rock., whoreon -maoy anconfidecare and wretched 'Gentlemen have ſuffer- 
- Shipwrack,, not onely of their reputations, hcalths and cftares, -bur many't imzs of thoir 

Ves. | | 

In che mean time Lewrieta. (more Jcalousof herfame than careful to preſerve her chaſtity ) 
is advortiſed ,; that Brikiileris mot content toicull the daintics of her ibeauty.and youth, but he 
forgets himſelf and his diforctioniforfar, as tovaunt thereof, by letting fall:ſome ſperches tet 
ding to:theblemiſh and difparagement-of her honour : fo as vain.andlaſcivious as ſh: is, yes 
the touchingof rhis __ affords 'herharſh and diftaftefull melody : Forfh: will ſeck tocover 
her ſhame by herh ic, and 'forrt{olvesromake him know the: foulneff: of -his offence, 'in 
- :thatof hisbaſcueſic and ingratitude. Towhich end, at her-firft incorview-and meeting of bim, 
ſbh-not only checks him for ix, but-forbids, and baritſherh himher-company : whichindeed had 
- bcena juſt cauſe and opportunity for Him to have converted this Luſt imo chaſtity, and _— 


=y 
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into repentance. Bur he is too difſolure and vicious, to be ſo happily reclamed from Laurieta3 
and therefore he is reſolved ,* not onely co juſtific his innocency , bue thereby alſo to perſevere 
In bis ſin: : He is acquainted with many Gentlemen, who forgetting themſelves, conceive a 
felicity and glory, go ere& the Trophees of their vanities upon the diſparagement of Ladiey 
honours: yea, hee ſeems ſo farre trom being guilty of this errour , as hee raxerh and con« 
demnes others in being guilty or acceſſary thereunto. So, although bis M tris. Lauriete re« 
main ſtill coy , ſtrange, and haggard to him , yet he perſevereth in his aff. &ion to. her 3 who 
at Jaſt adjudging of his innocency by his conſtancy 3 and of that by his many Letters and pre. 
ſents which he till ſent her ; as alſo obſerving, that ſhe had no firm grounds, nor could pro. 
duce any pregnant or valable witneſſes of this report, ſhee again exchangeth her frowns into 
| ſmiles, and ſo receives and entertains him into her favour, onely with this premonition and 
| caution, Thar if ever after ſhe heard of his folly and ingraticude in this kind, ſhe would never 
| look him in. the face, except with contempt and deteſtation. So theſe their diſ-joynted 
aff-Qtions, as well by oathc> as proteftations, are again confirmed and cimented; but ſuch luſt 
full contraQts, and laſcivious familiarities and ſympathics , ſeldom or never make proſperous 
ends, 

Now togive form 2nd life to this Hiſtory 3 Not long after, a brave young Gentleman of 
Momwpeliier, named Monfiewr de Poligny, having ſome occaſion, comes to Avignion, who frequen= 
ting their publique Balls or Dancings, no ſooner ſaw our fair and beautiful Lawriete, but he 

falls in love with her, and ſalutes, and courts her: and from thenceforth deems her fo faire, 
| as hc uſcth all means to become her ſervant, but not in the way of honour and Mariage, ra- 
ther with a purpoſe to make her his Courtezan than his Wife. But hee ſees himſelf deceived in 
| the irregular paſſion of his aff: &ion : for Lauriets is averſe, and will not be cither traftable , 


or fl:xible to his defires; ſo as his ſuce is vain,and ſhe ſo deaf to his requeſts, as neither his praiers, 

fighs, letters, nor preſents arc capable to purchaſe her favour. Poligny infinitely grieves here 

at , which notwithſtanding makes the flame of his Luft rather increaſe than diminiſh : ſo as 

after much penfivencſſc, he begins to beat his wits, and to awaken his invention, how hee 

| may _ his defires by enjoying Lawrieta, when lo, an occafion preſenteth ir ſclf unto him 

| unexp=itc 

| Mcdemo ſell la P alaifiere, a rich young Gentlewoman near Pont Saint Eſprit, living in Avig- 

| ion, and ſccing Poligny. at the Dancing, doth exceedingly fall in love with him 3 yea, ſhee fo 

admires the ſweetnefſc of his favour, and the excellency othis perſonage, as ſhe rejoyceth in no« 

thing ſo much ; and to write the truth, in nothing elſe bur in his company : ſo az, had not mo- 

deſty wich-held her, ſhe would have proved her own Advocate, and have informed him thereof 

her ſelf. Poljgny receives ſo many ſecret ſignes and teſtimonies of her affcCQion by private glances, 

and the like, as he cannot be ignorant thereof : but his love, or rather his luſt to Lewrieta, hath 

ſo abſolutely taken up his heart and thoughts, as it hath left no place nor corner for le P alaifiere; 

| ſo as h:re we may ve and remark a different commixture , and diſparity of affe&tions, Poe 

| ligny loves Lauriete, and not (he him : /z Palaiſiere affeOts Poligny, and not beher : what theſe 

| paſſions and occurrences will produce, we ſhall ſhortly ſee. 

; La Palaifiere having her heart pierced thorow with the love of Poligny, knowing him to be 

| Laurieta*s ſervant, and ſhe the Miſtris of Belluile, either cut of her aft:Qton, or jealoufic , or 

both, reſolves at next mecting to acquaint Poligey with it, thereby purpoſely to withdraw his 

aff-Ctions ſrom her co her ſelf. The occafion is proferred, and opportunity ſeems to favcur and 

ſceond her defires. Some three daics after, the Feſuites ( who as the Mountebanks and 

Panders of Kingdoms and Eſtates, leave no Invention, nor Ceremony unattempted, © to ſeduce 

and bewjech the affeions of the world) cauſe their Scholars ro AQ a Comedy in their Col- 

ledge in this City, whercat all che Nobility and Gentry of the City and adjacent Country aſs 

| | -ſemblc and mect. Thither comes Poligny , boping to ſee Laurieta, and La Palaifiere to ſee 

| Poligny : but Lawrieta that day is ſick, and Beluile flayes with her to comfort her. So firſt 

| comes Paligny, and ſeeing he could not ſee his Lauriete , fits down penſively : then ccmes.ls 

| Palaifiere, and ſeeing: Poligny a farre off, prayes her Brother , who condudted her to place 

her near him. Poligny can doe no leffe than ſalute her, and ſhe triumphing in her good for- 
tunc, takes the advantage of this occaſion , and in ſweet and ſugred terms (after many pauſer, 

| figs, an bluſhcs) gives him co underſtand, that ſhe knew his affeRionto Lawriete , and with» 

| all, that Belile andno other was her ſervant and favourite. This ſpeech of hers ftrikes Poligny 

| - tothe quick, ſo as thereat he not onely bircs the lip, but bangs his head : yea, hisuncxpefcd 
newt,as alſo Belluileand Lewrieta's abſence,ſo nettle him , and frame ſuch a Ch mera of extrava- 
gant paſſions in his heart and thoughts, 2s he cculd not have the patience to fit curibe Ceredy, 
but feigning himſelf fick, departs to bis chen. ber 3 where athcutard jealca fies Dt - dis 
| | affcQion, 
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:Qtion., pcrplex:d and rormenced him ; when remembring ls Palaifers ſpeeches ond. boa 
mares we ue co know the truth of Bellui/ehis aff:tion to Laxriets , Rats enpang 
ſces no mzanes, nor perſon ſo fic to reveal the ſame, as Lucille, Lanrieta's Wayting-maid. This' 


Favourite ; and yet, for ſome —— 
Lye» 


ough not of his tongue ; and in a 
icious inven- 


ot, which we (hill ſee preſeatl in 
facc on all his diſogeon ary rage | 
intrudes himſclf into Bellzile's campany , 


Pals 
Ro Ghendemich ch 

em , away o 
plot, in the midft of cheir ik Peake thus to Belluile, 


ſervant. 

Oſwiſc and Chriſtian Genclemen, what prophane ſpeeches, and debvſhe table-talk are theſe 
they uſe here, as if cheir glory-confifted incheir ſhame, or their beſt virtues were ro be diſco- 
vered in th= worſt of vices? For howſoever the Viands they did cat, may preſerve the health 
of their bodies, yct this difſolute communication of theirs muſt needs poyſon and deſtroy that 
of their ſoules : for as they ſhould praiſe GOD inthe reccipt of the one, ſo contrariwilſe 
they incenſe and diſpleaſe his facred Majeſty in giving him the others yea, this is ſo farre 
fromChriſtianity and Heaven, ad it is the and true way to Atheiſm and Hell : for Whores 
and Healths, inthe ftead of Prayer and ving, ate the and certain fore- 
__— of a ſcared conſcience , and the dangerous and cxecrable ſymptoms of a leprous 
ſou F647 of 
Birds are taken by their feet , and men by their tongues. Belluile having ſo baſcly and. ſot- 
tiſhly abuſed himſelf in the dif of his Miftrefſ: Laurie, Poligny bath his errand for 
which he purpoſely came to Oreyge. So dinger ended, they very plea return for Avignzon- 
That night Poligny cannot ſleep for joy, or rather for revenge : For now he preſumes to 
know how to work qmoargeer from agree wb 2 mes. Bellzile. It.iz a diſhoneft and 
baſc parc to berray our friend , and under the cloak of friendſhip and familiarity tage s 
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this Letter. 


and retainc - malice againſt them * bur this irre and violcne paſlion of love in young and 
anſtayed judgerricnts, many timcs bears down all other reſpefts and confiderations. For if Re- 
ligion and Conſtience be comemned, what hope is there that either honefty be regarded , or 
friendſhip obſerved ;/ firh it iy the oncly ciment and finews thereof ? Bar Poligny is as reſolute,as 
malicious iahiparpoſe ; and cherefore the next morn by his Lackey, ſends the Lady Laurine | 


POLIGNY coLAURIETA. 


'T is out of fincer# affeftion to thee, and not out of premeditated malice ts Belluile, that I preſame 
| 4 fie thee; bow ltely in my preſence at Orenge. his tongue let fall ſome words that tended to 
the prejudice and difÞeragement of thine bonour : whereof I it is not onely the part , but the 
duty of 4 true Gemleman, to be rather curious in preſerving, than any way ingrateful in revealing 
thereof.” Neither-do 1 artempt to ſend thee this news, thereby to infunuate, or draw thee to affelt me the 
wore; or bim tho lefs :' | onely ſith it is contrary to my complexion and nature, to permit any Lady to be 

in my preſence ; bow nach leſſe thy ſelf, to whom I owe not my ſervice, but my life ? If thou 
wilt 'not approve'tny zeal , yet thou baſt all the reaſon of the world to pardon my preſumption : and to 
make wy letter real, what my pen affirms ts Laurieta, my ſword is ready to confirmro Billuile, 


POLIGNY. 


* In the extremity and exceſs of thoſe three different paſſions, grief, chol-r and aſtoniſhment 5 
Lauriete receiver and reads this Leer, and like adiffoluce Gentlewoman, being more careful}! 
of her reputation to'the world, than of her ſoul rowards God, ſhe knows nor whether ſhe have 
rqore cauſe and-reafſ6n either to a Poligny's aff:&ion , or to condemn Belkriles folly :-t 

her tothe heart to have beſtowed, her favours on id baſe and ingratefall a Gentleman ag 
Belluile 3 vows ſhe will rake him it, and is ſoreſolute, chat this vanity arid folly of bis , 
ſhall coft him wt Bags ſhe is ſo impatient in theſe her furncs of grief and revenge , that fhe 
thoughtonce with all; 20 haveſent for Bellvile, to make him as well ſee the fruits of 
his own , ascotafteche effoftxof her revenge and indignation : bur ſhe holds ie re- 
quifite and hit, and her ſelf ina manner bound firſt to thank Poligny for his courtefie, by retur- 
ning him a Letter inanfiwer ofhis, which ſhe ſpecdily dif him by his Lackey, co this 
FR. | o 7 


\ 


LAURIETA toPOLIGNY. 


LAURIETA. 


Whiles Poligny receives Leuricte's Letter with much content, and many kifſcs, as trium- 
phing to fee how he hath bafficd Belluile by working him out, and conſequently kimſelf into 
favour , pn, CE A OIas. 
luile will prove as fortunate and pleaſing to him, as inning iſc in the 
are grnd Cns will a little of Levrins, to ſee what ER eddie fn ins 
to hold and obſerve with ile. It is not enough that ſhe hath written Poligny a Lerter , 
butter ery ener is fo implacable, as ſh: with much haſte and ſc» 

crecie ſends for him : DP —_— he needs no other 
butthoſe of his luſt, and of ber LE os os to her ; 
when' nor ſo as Once dreaming of bis former foaliſh ſpeeches delivered agalnlt his 
iſtreſs 
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Miſtreſs Laxriets, much leſs of Poligny*s treaſon conſpired and afted againtt him, hes thinks 
to kiG her, whom ſo often hee hath formerly kiffed ; bur his hopes and her diſdain deceive him: 
for thee peremptorily flights bimz when having ficr in her looks, and thunder in her ſpeeches , 
ſhe chargerh him with chis ſcandall delivered by him at Orenge, in preſence of Poligny , againſt 
her honour and chaſtity, And is this (quoth ſhee) the reward aLady ſhall deſerve. and receive 

imparting her favours to a Gentleman ? and is this the partof a Gentleman, toercR the Tro- 

of hisglory upon his Miſtrefſe diſgrace? are theſe the fruits of thy lighs and teares , or 

che cffcfts of thy __ » oaths, and Letters? Yea, ſuch was then her furious rage, and de- 
villiſhrevenge , as ſh: was provided of a Stilletto , to have there ftab'd him to the heart in her 
Chamber, had not her Wayting'mayd Lucilla ,; with her beſt oratory and perſwafion , power- 
fully divertcd her to the contrary » by alleging her the eminencie of the danger , which Ss. 
lenefi and hainouſneſs of that fa brought her into. Belluile is amazed at thisnewes, when now 
proving as prophane to God, as before he was baſc and ingratctull to Leuri:te, he, with 
may oaths and imprecations, denics theſe ſpeeches, and chis lander; and with much paſſion 
protefterh his innocency. Bur this will not ſatisfic  Lavriete ; for to make his ſhame the more 
notorious in bis guilcincſs , ſhe ceth him Poligny's Letter 3 whereat Belluile hangs che 
head, and feemsto let fall the , notonely of his Pride, but of his courage and juſti- 
fication, yet he bitterly and vehemently perſevercth in bis denyall : bue all chis is not capable 
to appeaſe or content Lauriere z and which is worſt of all , nothing can polhibly doe it , e | 
he make good her honour , and his own innocencic , by a combate or Dull againſt Poligy, 
Belluile (ces himdclf driven to a narrow and ſhrewd puſh: He hath wronged Lawriets , and 
knowes not how. to right her ;. Poligny hath wronged him, and there is no way lIcft for him 
welghthinſs » bur by challenging and fighting with Poligny. Bur be loves Lawriete dearcly , 
and therefore muſt reſalve to fight , or loſe her. As for his _—_— to give him his erue cha- 
rafter and deſcriprion , hee is rather a Ciry (waggerer , than a Ficld ſouldier » loves ratherto 
have a fair Sword , thao a good-one , and to wear it only for ſhew, net for uſe; he is ambi- 
rjous of nothing more, than to be reputed rather than found valiant; Ina word , for a Ta; 
vernquarrell, or a Stews brawl he is excellents butte meet hig enemy in the field with a 
YakedSword, that doth nog onely daunc, but cerrific him. The eſt comfort and conſo- 
lation he fiades in this his perplexicy , is , that he knowes hee hath many fcllowes and c 
nions, who arc axwhite-liver'd and as very cowards as himſelf: of which numbers, he flat- 
tercth himſelf with this poor baſe hope, that ic is net impoſlible for Poligny to bee one.. Bug 
wharis this to give ſatisfaCtion to Lauricts » m_ may himſelf to be Belluile, butnota 
Genleman }- Bur all theſe conſiderations notwithſtanding, he loves Lauriets ſo tenderly and 
dearly , as not daring ſec her , till hee had met Poligay » he plucks up his ſpirits, and intufing 
more metal and courage into his reſolutions than accuſtomed , reſolves to fight with him : rq 
which cnd, having at l-ngth fitted himſelf of an excellent Rapier , whoſe temper (wich as much 
zach as laughter) I confefſe was farre berter than that of his heart , he, by his Lackcy, ſome three 
daycs after, ſends Polgny this Challenge. 


BELLUILE © POLIGNY. 


T# malice and treachery to mee is as 0dious as remarkable; for whiles I ſought to cheriſh thy 
- 4 friendſbip , #t hath purpoſely been thy delight and ambition to betray mine , iu throwing the apple 
of diſcord betwixt the Lady t bou weteſt of, and my ſelf , upon the point of ber honour 3 for whoſe de» 

t and preſervgtion I owe not onely my ſervice , but my life : which errour , or rather crime of thiut, 
though thy affcGion to ber may ſeem to allow, yet my reputation 10 the world cannot , and wy Rapier 
will not «Therefore, ſith I have been the undeſerved objeti of thy malice, finde it not ſtrange,that I juſily 
repute and hold thee the canſe of my envie ; which can receive no other ſatisfattion or regoncilengmt 
but tbat to morrow at fi ve nz the marn thou meet me without Seconds , on the Bridge by the iron tump 
(tbe limits,twixt the King and the Pope) with thy ſingle Kapier, where I will attend thee with another 3, 
of which two take 1hou the choycey, and give me the refuſal. Sleep not too much this night , for inthe 
" morn doubt not but to ſend thee 10 thine eternall reft. 


BELLUILE. 


Poligny receives this challenge, and admires to fee Belluile reſolution , from which all 
former reports could never draw affurance. It is not fear that cafts his hcad into theſe doubts , 
or theſe doubrs into his head ; for he is to generous ro be adaftard, and to Eaple-bred to 
turn Craven for rejoycing in having made _ ſwallow a Gudgin , and triumphing ” pre= 

uming 


— 
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ſuming himſelf ſeated in the throne of Lawrieta*s favour , makes him as reſoline to receive this 
Challenge as willing and ready toperform itz onely the remembfance that Belln;{eſent it him 
by a Lackey, and not by a Gentleman, throwes him into as mach diſdaine as choller : but he 
reſembling himſclf, pafſerh over this reſpeR withour reſpeR, and ſo bids the Lackey tell his Ma» 
ſter, that he will not faile to mect him at the hour and place appointed. 

The night doth , or ſhould bring counſell : Belluile wiſheth his Chal lenge unſent ; but it 
being out of his hands , ir is out of his power to revoke or recall it, Poligny is of a contrary tem» 
per , and glad in his acceptance thereof , defires that his Sword were in aCtion , as well as his cou» 
rage in contemplation. So out- paſſing the night , which Belluilepafſerh over with as much feare, 
as Poligny with gencrofity, the Curtaines of the night being with: drawn, and the day appeari 
ere five have ſtrucken , Be/lxile notwithſtanding is firſt on the Bridge , and Poligny immediatly 


after him : they are without Seconds, and therefore they brietcly unbrace , bur not uncaſe 


their Doublets. Bellxile will be valorous in words;'-and ſoaccording to his challenge , and the - 
right of Ducks, off:reth Poligny the ſight and choycc of his Rapier. Poligny is too brave todye 
in his debt, upon the point of honour and imity , and therefore gives him his, as con- 
tented with the refuſall. So (courteſy for a white contending with valcur) they both affime 
and accept of their own Rapicrs 3 when dividing themſelves, they Joyn with reſolutionand 
fary. At firſt comming up, Poligny gives Belluile the firſt wound in'his right Shoulder , with- 
out receiving any , whereat he is more affrighted than Foligny rejoyced at the ſecond, he re« 
-cives another wound in rhe left ſide, but is not yer ſo happy roſee, or affure himſelf, thar 
his Rapicr hath once touched Poligny*s body, or which is lefs , his cloathes: w 5 
confidering Poligny*s generolity , and comparing the bad ground of his quarrel with the taints 
neſs and baſeneſs of his courage , he throwes off his Sword , prayes Poligny to defift ; for he- 
helds himſelf ſatisfycd. When Poligny diſdaining to taint his hovour with the leaſt ſhadow 
of diſhonour , in receiving Belluiles ſhame, gives him the happineſs and fruition of his life 2 
and'ſo they part, Lo here the firſt fruits of their fooliſh and Iaſcivious affections to Lauriete 1 
but I fear the ſecond will will prove more bitter and bloudy. Bellvile going home wth his ſhame 
and repentance, and Peligny with his honour and glory, they huſh themſelves up in filence , 
Poligny at his Chamber , and Bellvileat hjs Chirurgions, houſe to dreſs his wounds, ho 
thar as they in their fight ſaw no bedy)}, fo that none had ſeen them 3 but they are deceived: for 
ewo iers from the Caſtle walls'not'onely eſpy them fighting , but know them. Sothey- 
divulgeit in the City \, whereof cartons ( advertiſed , ſhe ſends a confident Gentleman , 
a cofin germane of hers , to find out Belluile and to know the truth and iflue of his combate z bug 
indeed his cowardiſe hath purchaſed bim ſo much ſhame, as he will not be feen, much leſs 
ſpoken withall : which Lawriete und » beginnes to canceive that the two Souldiers 
report was true , and that undoubtedly he and Poligry had mer and fought in her behalf: wheres 
upon gheſling at the truth , that Poligny had given Bel/uile the foyle , ſhe was once of opinion to 
have written to Poligny , tobe informed of the particulars and ſacceſſe of their combat , which 
ſo much imported as well her honour as her content. But Pogo affetion prevents her curjoſitys 
for as ſhe was clling for pen and paper , he in perſon aſcends the ftayrs to her Chamber, where, 
after a complementall and courteous ſalute, he informs her (* as we have formerly underftood ) 
that hee hath given Belluile two wounds, for her fake, and now his life for his own. She demands 
if hc himſelf were not hurt; heanſwers , No, At both which news ſhe infinitely rejoycerh , 
and in token of her thankfulneſs permits him to gather many kifſes , as well from the roſes of her 
checkes, as the cherries of her lips: and ſo from thenceforth he vowes to be her profeſſed ſervants 
and ſhe promiſcth him to be, though not his Miſtreſs , yet ar leaft his friend. And here they 
unite and combine their aff-&ions : but that contra&t, and this familiarity , written onely in 
vice, and ſealed in luft , we ſhall ſhortly ſee cancelled and annihilated , with as much pity , as 
infamy and miſery ,'as the ſcquell of this Hiſtory will ſhew and demonſtrate. 

Whiles thus Laurieta and Talipy are triumphing in Bellziles foyl , and their own familiarity 
and afeQion , how it is poflible but yr ys yp ca for his loſs of Levriete , and [s 
Palaifiere a3 much ſorrow to ſee her ſelf deprived out of hope of her Poligny ? But 
brook their affliftions and paſſions with variable reſolutions z for whiles /s Palaifiere is im<, 
bathing her ſelf iu her tears and diſcontents, Belluile is reſolute to quench his revenge in Po= 
ligny's blood. For forgettingas well his God as his ſoul, his bonour as himſelf , he intends 
to doc it by the by, and not by the main , bycxecrable treachery , not by magnanimous ge- 
nerofity z yea, thedevill is ſo ftrong with his faith, becauſe that is ſo weak with his Saviour 
and Redecmer, as ſhunting the Yoors of his humanity and charity, he opens them to Chol- 
ler, Revenge, and Murther; yea, and henceford? he is ſo inraged, and his looks are fo 


gaftly and diftrated, as ifhis thoughts were conduRtng and incouraging his hands to per= 
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the bloody and cx:crable author thereotz but to report or divulge ſo much,although-theydare, 
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"As for lz Palaſiere, her thotights are taken up and preoccupated with'twd ſeveral paſſigns 1 


| » peieves at Poligny's death, ſo (li: rejoyceth chat ſhe hathno hand,” nor was any way; 
abr .. his Mucthes ates ; that if he had failed by the compaſs of het advice , he'had. 
imdoubtedly avoyded the ſhipwrack of his life , and prevented the mitforrune.of his death 5 
what to think of Belluile (hi: knows not, but if he were her ſriend before, be' hath now made and 
eoclamecd bimiſclf her eneniy , by killing her dear and oncly triend Poligny and therefore is' 
reſolv:d?, that as ſh: could never p:rfe&ly brook higcompany , fo now this bloody fa ſhall 
make her deteſt both it'and him. 'Biltler us a little leave her,” and deſcend to ſpeak of Lawrierss, 
to ſec how ſh: brooks the Murther of ber intimate friend Poligay 3 for, fich (he affuredly knowy 
ind bclicves that this cruel Murther was performed by no other, but by her profefſed enemy pr 
leile, or by ſom: of his bloody agents, love and revenge conſpire ro at rwo diff.!*tar Scenes , 
Gn the Theatre of her heart ; for in memory and deep aff:&ion to her Poligyy, her pearled te; ry 
and mournfull fighs infiaitcly deplore and bewail his diſafterous end z fo ar 'forrow wicheing 
the roſes of her checks, and gricf making her caſt off her glittering, ro take on mourntul at+ 
tice, ſh: could not refrain from giving all Avignion © notice how pleaſing Poligny's life was to 
her, by the cx::cls of her lamearations and affli tions demonſtrated tor his death; or if ber. fighs 
conſolation, or her tears receſs or truce,ig was adminiftred her by her reven cry 
ſhe conceived and intend:d towards Beluile , for this his bloody fat. Sv as conſulting with 
Choller, not with R-aſon, with Nature , nog with Grace, with Satan, not with God,ſhe vow? 
to be ſharply revenged of him, and ro make him pay dear for this his baſe and treacherous Mar-" 
cher 3 yea the fumes and futy of her revenge arc ſo implatable, and tranſpart her reſolutions 
to ſo bloody an impetuofity, that reſembling her ſex and ſelf , ſh: inhumanzly , andacrilegi» 
ouſly darts forth an Oath, which her heart ſends to her ſoul, and her ſoul from. Earth to Hell . 
char if (hz means find not her, {h: will infallibly find out the means to quench and dry up her 
tears for Poligny's death inthe bloud of Bellyile: which, firh'ſhe is ſo devoyd of reaſon,religion, 
and gracc,) fear we ſhall ſhortly ſec her attempt and performiBur leaving her in Aviguion, Iet ug 
finde our Bellvile in Aix, who is a Gzntleman ſo prophane in his life, and deboſhe in his a&ti- 
ons and converſarions , as in ſtead of repenting he triumphs' at this his Murther 3 yea, hee js 
become fo impious and impudent, as he grieves not thereat, but onely that he had no ſooner 
| his Rival Poligny : bur che better to delude the world ;that neither his hand or ſword 
were guilty in ſending Pol:7xy fromthis world in #bloody winding: ſheet, his thoughes like ſa 
many bounds purſuing his conſcience,and his conſcience his ſoul,he thinks himſelf not Cate in 
Aix,where the ſharp-fighted Prefidents,and Counſellors of that illuſtrious Senate of Parliaments 
might at laft accuſe and find him out for the Author of thigblopdy Murther,and therfore leayes 
both it and Province, and ſo rides to the City of Lyors , accompanyed with none but his twa 
Lackeys , who, to write the truth , afted no part in Polig1y's mournful Tragedy; ncicher doth 
he y=r think bimſelf ſafe there: but within a monerh ater the murther, thinking dirc&ly 
ad Gurmcly to flye from the eyes and hands of Juſtice , thereby to avoyd the ſtorm'of his 
SO_ he again takes horſe for that great City and Forreft, Paris , where hc hoped the 
ite number of People , Streets , Coaches, and Horſes, would notonly ſecure bis fear, but 
prevent his danger,and thut h:re, as in a ſecure Sanftuary $& ſafe harbour,he might quietly ride 
at Anchor in all peace and tranq1illity: but (as before) th: time is not yet come of his puniſh- 
ment 3 for it may be , God, our of his inſerutable will and divine providence, will , when he 
beſt plcaſerh, return him from whence he came , and by ſome extraordinary accident make 
Kim there f:el the foulneſs of his fat in the ſharpneſs and ſuddenneſs of his puniſhment; which' 
as aficrce guſt and bitter ſtotm, ſhall then ſurpriſe him, ' when he leaft ſuſpe&s or dreames 
thereof. Bur in this interim of his reſidence , he forgets his new faft of Murther, ro re- 
member his old finn:s of Concnpiſcence and Whoredom z and fo rather like a laſcivious Cour- 
ticr, than a Civil Moral Chriſtian, he cannot ſee the Church for the Stews , nor the Preachers 
or Prieſts for Panders and Strumpetrs. Bur this vanity of his ſhall coft him dear, and he ſhall be 
ſomi o feel che punithment , fich he will not be ſo happy to ſeck the means to avoyd it : 
for moneths having cxhauſted and diſſipated the greaceft part of his gold, and his credie 
comi of his hopes, it ſeems the air of Paris is diſpleafing to him , fich he cannot be a- 
greeable toTt,andtherefore (neceſſity giving a law to the vanity of his defires) he begins to oath 
the Ilc of France, to love the Province of Provence, and to leave Paris to ſee Aviguion. And now 
itis, the devil,thar (ubtil & fatal ſeducer,ſteps in, & at one time bewitching both his reaſon and 
judgment,preſents him afreſh with the frethne(s and — of Lauriata's beauty , which (0 
3 revives 
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. revives the ſparks of his affc&ion, that lay raked . in the aſhcs of filence, as hc vows there ig 
no beauty to hers z and if he chance eſpy exp iate ies, cither at Court, or in the City, he pre. 
ſently ,and infinitely proteſteth, they come far ſhort of his Laurieta s delicacy, perfe« 
Aion , and grace ; ſoas his purſe tyrannizing o'c his ambition , and his concupiſcence o'r his 
Judgement, e not ſo much as once dreaming of the implacablc hatred ſhe formerly bore him, 
thinking it impoſſible for her to conceive, much lkfs ro know that he murthered Polighy, 
he is conſtant and reſolute to re-ſeck the felicity to live inher favour and aficfioo, ur to dye in 
the purſute thereof: but that will prove as impoſlible, as this apparent and feafibley So ay 
abſcnce adding fire to his luft, and excellency to her beauty, he is reſolute to ſend one of hig 
Lackeys to Avignion z partly to return with , and foto meet him at Lyons, Moulins, or 
Nevers z but more eſpecially in great ſecrecie to dell ver a Letter to his fair and ſweet Lauriete, 
and to bring him back her anſwer, as if he were ſtill at Paris, and not in his journey down» 
wards, When meaning as yet to conceal his Murther of Poligny, he calling for pen and paper, 
traccth her thereon theſe ines. 


BELLUILE coLAURIETA. 


| Poligny bad but the thouſandth part as truly reſpeFied me, as I dearly loved ther, thou kad} 
not ſo ſoon caft me out of thy favour , nor God ſo ſuddenly bim out of this world : but I know nat 
whether more to bewail my unfortunacie occaſioned by thy cruelty,or his miſery ingendered through bis 
own treachery, And indeed, as I grieve atthat, ſo 1 ſorrow at this 3, for alibough be dyed mine ene«+ 
y,.yet in deſpight of bis malice and death, I will live his friend ; and if thou lovedit him, as 1 tbink, 
thou didft , 1 wifh I might fight with bis Murtberer for his own ſakg,and kill bim for thine Imay ſay 
thy affeQion and beanty deſerved bis better, though dare not affirm, I amreſerved tobe made bappy 
in enjoying of either, much l:fſe of bath, and leaſt of all of th ſelf; and yet I muſt confeſie, that if 
our births and qualities were known , I ſhould goe as near to be thy equal , as be infinitely came ſhort 
of being mine. What , or what not, I have performed for thy ſas is beſt known tomy ſelf, ſith 
thou diſdaineft to kyow it : but if thou wilt oak to abandon thy diſdain, then my affetlion and the 
truth will inform thee, that I bave ever conjtantly _ to die thy ſervant, _ thou bave ſworn 
never to live my Miftreſſe. So that could 1hbut as happily regain thy affeion and favor, as I have 
uyuft and unfortunately loft it, Belluile would caicks for ale Paris to ſee Avignion, and abandon 

the beauties of the world, to continue bis homage and ſervice to that of his onely fair and ſweet 


Lauricta. 
BELLUILE. 


With this his Letter he ſends a Diamond Ring from his finger, and ſo diſparcheth his 
Lackey, who is not ug before he arrive as Avignion, where very ſecretly he delivers Leus 
riete his Maftcrs Token and Letter, and treacherous fury as ſh: is, ſhe kifſeth both y and break- 
ing off the Scals, reads the contents, whereat ſhe infinitely ſeems to rejoice, and fo queſtion 

with the Lackey about his Maſters return; who being taughe his Leffon, told her, that 
that depended on her pleaſure, fith hers was his , and withall praycs her for an anſwer ; fos 
that two daics hence he was again to return to his Maſter for Paris : the which ſhe promiſerh, 
The Lackey gone, ſhe cannot refrain from laughing, yea, ſhe leaps for joy, to ſec how Belluile 
is again ſo beſotted, to throw himſclf into her favour and mercy , and to obſerve how —_— 
and forward he was to run hood-wink*d to his untimely deathand deftruftion : for rhe Dev 
hath fortified her in her former bloody reſolution 3 ſo that hap what will, ſhe vows ſhe will 
not fail to kil Bellzile,becauſe he had ſ11in her Poligny,and alrcady ſhe wiſheth him in Avigniong 
that ſhe might ſee an end of this her wiſhed and d Tragedy. In the mean time ſhe prepares 
her hypocritical and treacherous Letter , and a rich Watchce Scarf embroydered with flames 


of filver. So his Lackey repaireth toher , to whom ſhe delivereth both, with remembrance of 
her beſt love to his Maſter , and that ſhe hoped ſhortly to ſee himin Avignion. The Lackey bg- 


Lyorxs , 
is glad 
he 


Ing provided of his Maſters Gold , and this Scarf and Letter, trips away ſpecd 
where he finds his Mafter privatl buſhe up in a friends houſe, mpcliing his 

of his own Gold, but more of Laurieta's Letter, when thinking every minate a y 
had read it, he haſtily breaking offthe ſeals, finds theſc lines therein contajucd, 
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LAURIETA to BELLUILE, 


nuation were to prevalent with my credulity, 1 beſeech thee attribute it 10 my indiſcretion , at 
being a woman, and uot to my inconflancy y as being thy friend ; fr if be died thine enemy, let it ſuf< 
ſhce that T live thine band-maid, and that as he was not reſerved for me, ſo T hope I am wholby for thy 
ſelf. How f.r be was my inferiour, I will not enquire, onely it is bath my coutent and honourgthat thou 
pleaſe vouthſafe to repute me thy equal. I am ſo far from diſlaining , as I infinitely defire to know 
what thou baft done for wy ſake , that I may requite thy love with kiſſes, and make my thanks wipe off 
the conceit of my ingratitude, As for my affetiion, it was never loſt ro thee, nor ſhall ever be found bus 
of thee. To conclude, I wiſh that our little Avignion were thy great Paris ; and if thy love be as un- 
feigned as mine is firm, let my Belluile make haſte to ſee his Lanricta, who bath vowed 10 rejoice 4 
thouſand times more at his return ,than ever ſhe grieved at Poligny*s death. 


LAURIETA. 


f A $ I acknowledge T loved Poligny , ſo I confeſſe I never bated theez and if bis treacherous infi= 


At the reading ofthis her Letter he is beyond himſelf , yea beyorid the Moon for joy; ſo as 
he wiſheth nothing ſo much, as himſelf in her arms , or ſh: in his. So he fics himſelf wich a 
couple of good horſes, puts his Lackeys into new Suices, and knowing that time and his abſence 
had waſhed away the remembrance of Poligny's Murther , he ſpecds away for Avignion; where 
the firſt night of his arrival he privately viliteth Lauriete , *cwixc w there is nothing 
but kiſſesand embracings; yea ſhe ſo treacherouſly and ſweetly luls him aflzep wichthe Syrex 
melody of her deceitful ſpeeches, as ſhe prayes him to viſit her often, and chat a licele time 
(hall crown him with che fruits of his defire: fo for that night they part, The nexcday he re- 

airs to her again , when amidſt the confluence of many millions of Lids, ſhe prayes and con+ 
Jurcs him to diſcover her what he hath done for her ſake 3 when he tying her by oath to ſecre« 
cie, and ſhe ſwearing it, he relates her that it was himſelf , that in aff-&ion to her had lain 
Po/igny, as he iffucd forth her lodging; when having wreſted and cxtorted this myftery from 
him , it confirms her malice, and haſtneth on her reſolution of his death, which his laſcivious 
thoughts have nzither the grace to foreſee, nor the reaſon to prevent, She eſpics he harh ſtill a 
Piftoll with him, and deſires to know why he bears it : who anſwererh her, ir is to defend him» 
Cf from his cnemics , and that he will never go wichourt it. So again they fall co their kiſſes , 
and he to his requeſts of a further and ſweeter favour of hers which ſhe for chat crime again 
denycs him adding withall, that if he will come to her after dinner tomorrow, ſhe will (6 
diſpoſe of matters, as his pleaſure ſhall be hers, and ſh: will notbe her own, bur his, So being 
ſurprized and raviſh:d with the cxtafie of a thouſand ſweet approaching pleaſures, he returns 
ho le Chamber, and ſh: to her malice : wher: whiles he gluts himſelf with his hope of de- 
light, ſhe doth no lefl: with her defire of revenge. And now raminating on the manner of his 
death, ſhe thinks nothing fo fit or caſte to diſpatch bim, as his own Piſtol , and fo thinking 

ſhe ſhould necd her Waiting-mayd Lucillz's affiltance ( of whom this our hiſtory hath 
made —_— ſhe acquaints her with her purpoſe , the next day to Murther Belluile in her 
Chamber; and fo with the lure of Gold, and many Rn, draws her to conſent here« 
untog —__ her to be provided of a good Ponyard under her gown for the ſame pur- 
ſc, ifneed ſhould require 3 which Lucilla promiſeth. Now this night, as Belluils could nor 
cep for joy, ſo could not Lawriete for revenge, who is ſo weighed down to malice and mur- 
ther , as ſh: wiſheth the hour come for her to reduc: her devilliſh contemplation into bloody 
ation, But this hour ſhall come too ſoon for th-m both 3 for as Lovers are impaticnt of de« 
laycs, ſo Belluile hath no ſooner dined, but taking his horſe and two Lackeys , he faics he will 
take the air of the fi:Ids that afternoon, but will firſt call in and ſee his Miſtris Leuriete. So he 
alights ather door , and withour the leaſt fear of danger, or a fion of death, very joy- 
fully aſcends Leurieta's Chamber z who, difſcmbling wretch asſhe is , very kindly meets and 
-xeceives him 3 and the berter to ſmother and difſemble her murtherous intent, is nor only pro« 
dial in taking , but in giving him kifſes. Belluile, like a diffolute and laſcivons Gentleman, 
whiſpers Laurieta in her car, thathe is come to receive the fruits of his hop-s, and of her pro» 
miſe and courtefic : when confidering that his horſe and ewo Lackeys were at door, ſhe retuines 
him this in kis car, that ſh: is wholly hir, and that it isout of her power to deny ©: rctuſe him 
any thing , only (hc prayes him co ſend away bis Lackey, becauſe their familiariry needed no 
wit- 
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| wncis. Thus whilcs he calls them ap, to bid them carry away his horſe to the Gate that ras 


to Marſeilles, and there to await his coming, Lauriets iteps to her Waiting-mayd Lucilla , and 
bids her make rcady her Ponyard, and ſtand cloſe ro her: tor now (quoth ſh:) che hour is come 
that | will be revenged of Belluile for my Polignyes death : the which ſh: had no ſooner 
ſpoken, bur Belluile rcturncs co her 3 when redo.abling his kiues, he lictle, or rather not at 
all f:aring he was ſo near death, or death him, being ready to recire himſelf ro awithdraw- 
ing Chamber , which: Laurieta ercacherouſly informed him fh: had p.rpoſcly provided for 
him, he takcs his Piſtol, and laycs in on the Table of the outer Chamber, wherein the 

then were ; which ſh: cſpying , as the inſtrument ſhe infinicely deſired to finger , takes it in 
herhand,, and praycy him to ſh:w her how to ſhoot ic off: fo raking ir from her, he told 
hec, if ſh:e pleaſed , be would diſcharge ir before her , for her ſake. Why ( quoth ſhe) ig 
Ic rateged? Yea, replics Beluile , with a fingle bullet. Nay then (quoth Laurieta) put in 
one bullet more, and if you can eſpie any Crow out of the window, eicher on the houſe or 
Church top, if it pleaſe you, I will play the man: and ſhoor ar ic for your ſake : When poor 
Belluile, deſirous to pleaſe her in any thing, looks out the window , and cſpics ewo 
Crows on the Crofle of the Augaſtines Fryers Church, which hevery joyfully relates Lays 
rieta, and ſo at her requeſt claps in a ſecond bullet more; for (quoth ſhe ) if Iftrike not 
both , 1 will be ſure to pay one 3 and fo prayes him to lean out at window, to ſee hownear ſhe 
could feather them 3 which ( miſerable Gentl:man) he performing , the Piſtol being bent, ſh: 
behind him diſchargeth it dire&tly in his own reins : whercart he amazedly ſtaygering, Lu- 
cilla ſeconding her bloody Miftris, ſteps to him, and with het Ponyard gives him five or ſix 
wounds thorow the body 3 ſo as without ſpeaking or groaning, he falls dead at their feet. 
Whercat Lauriet« triumphing and leaping for joy , utrercth theſe woody and prophane 
ſpeeches; O Poligny, whilcs thou art in heaven , thus have I done in carth for thy ſake, and in 
revenge of thy cruel death ! Which having performed , they more cruclly than crucley her 
ſelf; drag his breathleſs carkaſs, recking in his blood,down the ſtairs, into a low obſcure Cellar, 
where makinga ſhallow grave g they there bury him in his clothes, and ſo pile up a greac quan- 
tity of Billers on him , as if char wooden monument had power to conceal their Murther, and 
his body from the cycrand ſuſpicion of all the world. Good God ! what devils incarnate, 
and infernal Furics arc theſe , thus to imbrue their hands in the blood of this Gentleman ? 
But as cloſe as they at and contrive this their bloody and inhumanc Murther on carth, yet 
heaven will both deteft and revenge it 3 for when they leaft dream thereof, Gods wrath and ven- 


' geance will ſurpriſe them, to their utter confulion and deſtruCtion , andir may be ſooner than 


they arc aware of. : 
For the two Lackeys having ſtayed at the City gate with their Maſters horſe till night , 


they return and ſeck him at Lawriete's houſe , where they left him; Laurieta informes them 
he ſtayed not an hour after them, and fince ſhe ſaw him notz which news doth infinitely 
ai and vex them. But they return to his lodging, and like dutifull and faichfull fer- 
vancs, b:twixt hope and fear, await his return that night , and all the next day, but in vain. 
And now they begin to be amazzd at his long and unaccuſtomed abſence , and ſo conſult this 


' Important bufinefſ: xo ſome Gentlemen , their. Maſters confident and intimate friends 3 who 
together with them repair to Leurieta's houſe , and again and again demand her for Moun«+ 


fieur de Belluile: but they finde her conflant in her fict Anſwer , and yct guided by the finger 
and providence of God, they _ 2a kind of perturbation in her looks , and diſcover ſome 
diftration and cx:ravagancy in her ſpeeches : whereupon calling to their mindes her former 
diſcourtefic to him for Poligny's ſake, and his fighting with him on the Bridge for hers, as 
alſo this ſadden and violent ſuſpc&cd Murther of him , they ſuſpeR and fear there is more in 
the winde thanas yet they know 3 and ſo acquaint the Criminal Judges herewith, who as wiſe 
Scnatours, having ſcvcrally examined both her and her Mayd Luczlle , and Belluiles Lackcys, 
they conclude ro impriſon, Lauiets, which is inftantly performed : whercart the is cx- 
treamly amaz:d andterrificd z but howſocver, ſh: w reſolute to denyall , and conftant to ' 
ftand upon her juſtification and innocencie. So her adges adjudge her to the trorments of 
the Rack, which ( with a maſculine, yea, with a helliſh fortitude) ſhe indureth, without re- 
vealing the leaft ſhaddow, cither of tear or guilrincfl: 3 but they detain herftill priſoner , 
and. hop: that G O D will make eime diſcover the Murther of Belluile ; for eight 
dayes being now paſt, they are become confident that he is not in this world, but in a- 
nother. In the mcan time, her bloody Waiting-mayd Licilla hath continual recourſe to her 
Lady Lauriete in priſon , where like impious and prophane wretches, they interchange- 
ably ſwear ſecreſic cach to other, fich on cihers diſcovery depends no lefſe than both their 


deaths. 
Whilece 
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ecrable Sinne of Murther- 


HISTORY IX. 


Jacomo de Caftelnovo luffull fals in love with bis daughter in lew Pcrina , bis own fon Frans 
ciſco de Caftclnovo's Wife , whom to injoy , bee c lerantha firft to poyſon bis own Lady Fi- 
dclia , and then bis ſaid ſonne Franciſcode treacht= 

ly murthereth him in bis bed. near wogpdde nous raters + mn / eth ber two Mur- 
thers :» far che which flo ia hanged and burut. Perina beth ber right band cut off, and is coudeymed 


20 perpetuall impriſonment , where ſhe ſorrowfully dyes; 


VA] nant ſend our curiofity ( orour curiofity us ) to ſeck Tygers addin 
Africe; for Europe hath but too many , who are ſo crucll and inhumane , not to 
—— but to imbath themſelves is the innocent bloud of their Chriſtian brerhren, as 
prohibices us to kill , and commands us love our enemies; with what audacious and 
ee eh en nn 

arc part of our (clves ? h Italy have latcly many 
| dents, and fearfull Examples of this natute Grhereof I have given ſome to wy foriner, and 
reſerved others to my furure bookes ) yer in-my conccit is hath produced none more bloudy 
and inhumane than this, whether we reſpe&t the Murthers or rh RR For here we 
ſhall ce a wretched and exccrable old man fo befotted in luſt , in malice and 
revenge , a8being both a husband and a father , he by a helliſh —_ pn ( kis 
ſtrumper ) poyſoneth both his own wife and his own ſon : Ic was his vanity which firſt 
inkindled the fireof his luſtz ic is then his impiery which gives way to the devill to blow 
the coales thereto, and fo to conyert it inta Murther. O that Sin ſhould fo triumph ar'e 
Grace, andnot Grace or'e Sinne! O that Age and Nature ſhould not teach ©” o0_G 
Fs 
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bloudy , and more compaſſionate and charitable ! And alas, alas, by Poyſon that drug of the 
D:vil, who firſt brought the damnable invention thereoffrom hell, to be praftiſed here on eany' 
onely by his agents and members + We ſhall likewiſe ſee him killed by his daughter in law , fo 
formerly poyſoning of her huzband : Luft ſeduced him to parpoirns thoſe; AﬀeRon , orrs 
ther bloady yg » drew her on to perform this , and conſequently to her puniſhment di 
for the ſame. Had they had more Grace and Religion, they would not have been ſ@ inhumang 
bat falling from that , no marvel if they fell to bc ſo wretched and miſerable : for if we dye w, 
we ſcldon::live ill; if live ill , we uſaally never dye-well; for itis the cnd that crownes the bs. 
ginning, not the beginning the end. Therefore if we will be happy in oar lives, and blefed j 
our deaths , we muſt follow Vertae, and fly from Vice, love CRONE an Charity , and hat 
Luſt and Envie , prefer Hcaven before Earth , our Souls before our Bodies, and defie Satan, with 
a holy reſolution both to fear and love God. 


$ avoy.is the Countrey , and Nice the City (ſeated upon the Mediterranean Sea, being the 
ſtr þ Bulwack againſt Fraxce, and the beſt Fortrefſe and Key of Fraly ) where the Scene ofthy 
inſaing Tragica!l Hiſtory is layd , the which to refetch trom the Hcad(ſpring and Fountain of 
its originall , ic muſt carry our curioſity and underſtanding overthoſe famous Mountaines , the 
Alpes, and from thence to the City of Saint Tobn de Mauriene , where of late and-freſh 
dwclt an aged Gentleman, of rich revenues and great wealth,namcd Seignior Antonio de Arconey, 
who had newly by his deceaſed wife , the Lady Eleanorg de Bibanti, two Children, to wit, x 
Son and a daughter that , nam«d Seignior Alexandro , and this , the Lady Perins ; a litledif. 
ferent in years , for he was cighteen, and ſhe but fifteenz but more in qualities and conditions, 
for he was by nature perycrſe and cholerick , bur ſhe, milde , courteous, and graciouy 
Again , they differed much 'in the lineaments and proportion of their bodies ; for Alexandra, 
like his Father , was ſhore, crookbackt , and hard favour'd : and Perizs reſembling her mother, 
tall, ftraight-waſted, and fair: ſo as it being a principle and Maxim in Nature, that pareng 
(for the moſt part) love thoſe Children beft , who beſt reſemble them 3 as the mother Eleanor 
preferc'd Pering in her aff:&ion before Alexandro, fo contrariwiſe their father Arconeto did 
Alexandro before Pering. Bur as God had called Eleanore out of this life , and left her husband 
Arconeto to ſurvive her; ſo Alexexdro*s joy prov'd his ſiſter Perina's miſery and affliftion : for 


he was ſo tb (ce hirnſalf renderly: c dnd; affected 4 and ſhe ſo unfortunate to 
dee wy ſe - delay _ eee ater hen ai \pralt — _—_ bo 
to his ſonne, 10 1 Cannat but d $ itty immer! i unnat 
Ie@ co his daughter , wheretis 5 nemer's yy Ke rvvns re 'oue , judge judicious Reader 
if Perina had not cauſe enough to grieve and lamentat the other. Bur as the drift and ſcope of 
this Hiſtory looks another way , ſo formy part, \who kaveundertaken to pen it, it isthe leak 
of my intent or purpoſe to give inſtruftions and diretion , how parents ſhould bear themſclvg 
jn their affections towards their children 3' oncly , becauſe I may not here —_— bewray 
mint ignorance in my filence , I y/ nay I am confident , that with as much truth as 
I may conchade , it isa ha : for parents and children, where parents bear their affe- 
Ctiots cqualiy'co their children : for loving one , and hating anocher , the joy of the one prove 
ofrenchwes the others ſorrow z andin giving that too much hope , wee many times adminiſter 
this too much cauſe of deſpairezor if the inclinations and aff-&ions of parents be more narrowly 
tycd, and (triftly linked to preferre and love one child above the other, yer fith they are the 
cqual{ifſae of their loyns, and an yns » Wwelſhould bee as well caus 
tious inthe'diftcibution of our favors, as in the demoriſtration of our diſreſpeRts rowards them. 
Bar eridugh of this digreflion ; and now again to-our Hiftory. s 
As Alexandro growe up in years, ſo hedothin ambition and oftentation : for if he play the 
Bravaſho abroad among Gentlemen and Ladies, ſoauthoriſcd by his fathers hatred of his fiſt 
he at home becomes a petty tyrant to her 3 yea, hizcarriage is ſo ſtern and rus pe yan 
her, asif ſhe were rather his {lave than his fifter , or his laundres and hand-mayd , than any part 
of himſelf, which notwithſtanding - it was both adaily gricf to her heart , and acontinuall 
torment to hey ts, yet Perina's ſweet perfeQtions , and gracious vertues and behavior, 
make her digeſt and all with wonderfull conſtancy, and an admirable patience, for well 
ſheknows, that if ſhe ſhould complain to her father of her brothers unkindneſs towards her , ſhe 
ſhould thereby reap no othet remedy and redreſs but this , that the one would laugh , andthe 
other triumph thercat z and that the ifue thereof would = her complaints to be the May 
game of the one , and mocking-ftock of the other, But God hath ordaincd briefly to caſe her 
of a great part of her undeſerved diſcontents and affli&tions : for lo, her brother Alexendro, de» 
banehing and ſarfeting at a Banpuct at Syſ# , returns home , ſurpriſed of a hot p:ftileat Fever, 
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which nocwith(tanding the care of his father, or the arrof his cxperteſt Pbylicians, he in three 

days is taken out of this life. | 

And now guided by the light of nature , and the inſtinit of common ſenſe and reaſon, who 

would not ſurmiſc or think, but that Arcoxeto, having buried his ſon Alexandre, ſhould now 

love his only daughter and childe Perina far dearer and tenderer than before? Bur alas, nothing 

leG; for he is not ſo kind, and therefore ſhe cannot be ſo kappy ; yea, which is worſe, 

his words be her commands, and his pleaſure: her law, yet he contemns both her ard her obc- 

dience, and never looks on her with love and aff-Qon, bur till with diſdain and cavy : in 

a word, his diſtaſte is ſo cxtream and bitter _ her, as he is never be pleaſed, thati when ſhe 
5s furtheſt from him ; ſo as her abſence may delight and contene him, bur her prefence cannor. 
Which unnatural difreſpe&t, and unjuſt cruelty of her father towards her, doth fo nip the joys 
of her youth, and the bloſſoms of her health and _ as, poor young Gentlewoman, ſhe be- 
comes infinite melancholy, and extream weak and fickly z which being obſerved and pitticd of 
all her kinsfolks and friends, as being her Fathers .only childe, and heir toall his Lands and 
Riches, an Aunt of hers, being her mothers ſiſter, and likewiſe her God-mother, termed the 
Lady Dominica, a Widow-woman of the ſame Ciey , works fo with her btocher. in Law Ar- 
coneto, that he is content to permit his daughter Perine to refide and dwell with her : whercat 
asthe Aunt isnot a little glad, ſo the Neccc beyond meaſure infinitely rejoyceth, and triumphs 
thereat, both hoping that her abſence may, and will procure her fathers affection, which = 
preſence conld not 3 and that having more liberty and lefs bondage, ſhe might again in a 
ſhort time recover her former health and contentz or clſe that God, out of his divice pravis 
d-nce, and pleaſure in heaven, mighe cal and allot her out ſome gallant Husband here on cant; 
wich whom, in the contents and pleaſures of Marriage , ſhe might end her future days 
in as much tranquillity and felicity , as ſhe had formerly lived in diſcontent and af- 
fliftion : and indeed the event ,, though not in the firſt, yer in the two laft points, anſwereth 


their wy po gr | 
The | —_ hath formerly contrafted a Daughter of hers, named Doxe Berths, to 2 
Cavalicr of the City of Nice, termed Seignior Bartbs/omes Spelaſſi, by defeent noble , and of 
good revenews and wealth, And now the appointed time is come for their Marriage : to which 
ehd , up comes Spelaſſi from Nice to Setut Fohn de Manriene, affifted and followed by 
many gallant young Gentlemen of his Kinsfolks and Friends, and, in a word, with a Traip 
well befi rank #nd quality, where theſe Mapdch are ſolemnizcd with great varicty of 
pomp and plcafare ; as Feaſting, Dancing, Maxks, Running at the Ring, and the likes for in 
theſe amorous and Court-ltke Revels, the Svoyards (as participating both of the French 
and Italian humors) take a fingular delight and feliciry : But as many.cimes one Wedding 
occafioneth and produceth another, ſo Fortune, or to ſpeak — and truly, God gr- 
dzincd, that the Lady Dominica appointed her Neece Pering, to c the Bride-groom ber 
Son in Law, Speleſſi, tothe Church ; and he had allotted one of the nobleſt and eminent Ca- 
valicrs that camewith him, named _ Franciſco de Caftelnov, to perform the ſame Ce 
remony to his Bride the Done Bertha, being a Knight of Maltz, native of the City of :-Nivg; 
and Son and Heir to Seignior yooges de C aſtelnovo,a very ancicnt and rich-Baror of Sewy, Now 
es Perina was a moſt beautiful and fair young Lady, fo was our young Coftelnovo a very propee 
and gallant Cavalicr; and fith the occafion of this Marriage, and the and opportuy 
nity of their united office, by a kinde of deftinated and happy privilege , authorized each to 
be familiar in the others company and preſence : ſo, as Lovers to court firſt in jeſt; then 
in earneft, the hearts and of this ſwcet young couple are in the end __ (urpriked with 
the flame of affeRion; yea, his perſonage and dancing, P—— {mging,. myrya! 

inkindle this fire of love in-their thoughts and contemplations, which cither im > and 
both perceive and underftand , by the dumb Oratory and ſilent Rhetorick of i5hejr, £ycs 
Which Ceftelnovo knowing her deſcent and quality anſwerable to his, he intends to! frak 
her in Marriage. When not any longer toſurpreſs or conceal their affcftians, they after Nig» 
ner dancing in company of divers others in the garden, he fingleth the Lady Periga, bis ;new 
Miftris apart in-a Bower, cloſely overveil'd with Vines, Sicamorcs,and _—_ Trecs, and thege 
*rwixt ſighs and words, reveals his deep aff:&rion to ber. But to avaid .the prolixious rela- 
tion of this their Garden enterview and conference , alchough ar firſt Perina's modeſty-(the 
fwceteſt ornament and vertue of a Lady ) was ſuch, as ſhe not only kept her ſelf , hue likewiſe 
her aff-Kionsto her ſelfs yer her courtcous and thankful anſwers, and ſeconded hy | 
delicious bluſhes, and amorous lighs, although not publikely, yet qobnny afigeſs er Lo- 
ver Cafteln5vs; that ſh: likewiſe loved him : fo a» during the term of fifteen goers which Spe- 
leſt and bercaain:d in Sewn Fobn de Meuriene, he never le courting hery tilt he bad gbctaingd 
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hze attc&ion, and conſent to be his wite z drawn thereunto by theſe two attraRtive and ſedy 
cing reaſons: Firſt, that Cajtelnovo was a gallant and proper Cavalier, as allo her equal in do. 
ſcent and means ; and then that ſh: ſhould hve in Nice with a husband who dearly loved her,and 
no longer in $aivt I9bn de Mauriene with a Father who extreamly hated her : Neither can theſs 
our young Lovers bear their aff. ions ſoſecrery, bur the whole company , eſpecially the Lady 
Dominica her Aunt perceives it, and decming it a fit Match for her Neece rejoyceth therear, Can 
ftelnovo ſecretly acqualnes her therewirh, and intreats her belt aſliftance therein towards her bro. 
ther Arconeto 3 which (ſh: promiſctb, and torthwich attempreth : when Cafte/novo, taking time 
at advantage, ſeconds her in his ſuit tor the Daughter, to her old Father, 

Now her Father Arcon-to ((degenerating from che natural aff-Ction of a Father towards his 
Daughter) is ſo willing to depart wich her to any Husband, that he may no more ſee her » nor 
betroubled with her preſencey, as thinking a far worſe Match good enough, he thinks this in 
finitely too good for her z and ſo at the leatt ſhadow of the very firit motion conſents thereuntoz 
which not.only baniſheth Perin,'s old grief, but confirmeth Caſtelnove's new joys; yea they 
like two ſweet and vertuous Lovers,ſo extreamly rejoyce and triumph therear,as he riding home 
Poſtto Nice, to acquaint his own Father Sergnior }acomo de Cajtelnvvo therewith, and ſwiſg 
returning again to Saint Iohn de Mauriene with his conſent and approbation ; this Marriage of 
Caftelnovo and Perine is there almoſt as ſoon ſolemnizcd, as that of Spelag and Be tha, though 
indeed more obſcure,and with far leſs pomp and bravery,in reſpe& of the perverſneſs and diſtaſt 
of her froward old Father Atrconeto. So fittcen days being expired lince Spelaſſi :n4 Caſt lnovs 
their firſt departure from Nice, they leave Saint Jobs de Mauriene, toreturn and conduR their 
Brides home to Nice, robbing that to inrich this City with two ſuch beautiful and gallant La» 
dics, as were Bertha and Perina. 

Now the bettcr to addlife and form to this Hifory, or rather to approach the more material 
and eſſential parts thereof, w here leave to ipcak of Spel-ſfi and Bertha, and wholly tic our 
ms and curioſity to Caſie/novo and Perinay two principal and unfortunate perſonators,who 
both have mournful parts to a& upon the Stage and Theater of Nice; for chis Marriage of 
theirs is not begun with the tenth part of ſo many joys, as we ſhall ſhortly ſec it waited and at- 
tended on, yea, diffolved and finiſhed both with tears and blood. 

Caftelnov1 having brought home his fair and dear Perine co Nice, ſhe is very honourably wel- 
comed, and courteouſly received and entertained of his old Father , Seignior Iacomo de Caſtel» 
novo, and of the Lady Fidelia his Mother, and fo arc all her kinstolks and Friends who accoms« 

her z yea, there wants no vetting nor revelling in Nice, to teſtific how much they congra= 
tulate and rejoyce at their ſons good fortune and happine(s. ' And for Coftelnovo and Perine 
- themſelves, why they arc ſo raviſhed in the content, and drowned in the joys and dclights of 
Marriage, as though they have two bodies, yer they have but one hearts delire, and aff. tion 3 
yea, they are ſo cxtreamly in love each with otherzas chey believe there is no Heaven upon carth, 
to that of cach others preſence, But they ſhall be deccived herein ; for there arc Tragical 
ftorms arifings to trouble the ſerenity of this marriage, and the fclicity and ct: a.quility of theſe 
aff:Rions. 

For it is both with grief and ſhame, that I muſt be ſo immodeſt, and therefore unſorumate 
to; relate, chat the old Baron F «como de Caſt: lnovo, aged of fome. threeſcore and cighc years, 
hath fo far forgotten his God and himſelf, his conſcience and his ſoul, grace and nature, reli- 
gion and humanity, as gazing on the freſh and delicious beauty of our ſweet Lady Perina, his 
own ſof\s wife, he gives the reins boch of his obſcene delires, and inordinate affeRions, to luſt 
after her. O how my heart trembles to think how he that is white with th: ſhow of a vene- 
rable age, ſhould now laſciviouſly idolatrizc to beauty ! how he that hath (as ix were) one foot 
in his grave, ſhould luftfully defire to have the other in his Sons bed ! bow he that hath his 
veins dryed up and withered,and innng living in him but deſire, ſhould yer of all the beauties 
ofthe world, defire only to enjoy that of his Sons wife | how be, that hath ſcarce any time lefe 
him to be repentant and ſorcowfull for his old fins, will now anew make bimſclf guilty 
of theſe foul fins of Adultery, and 1 may in a manner ſay of Inceſt ! how he that bath not gi- 
ven the flower of his youth, will yer Qill laſciviouſly and wilfully refuſe to beſtow the bran of 
his age on his God! Alas miſerable Caftelnovo , wretched old man, or rather lubricious and 
beaftly Lechcr , thus to drown t oughts in the hell of concupiſcence and adultery, 
when it were far fitter thou ſhouldft lift them up to heaven, in the ſacrifice of prayer, 
and othcr pious and religious contemplations ! Bur all this will not prevail to ſtop the 
current of his voluptuouſncſs , and the progreſſion of his ſenſuality : for withoug reſpe& of 
his God, or of his ſoul, he is reſolute in his defires to make a ftrumpet of his daugh- 
ter in Law, to make his Sons wife kis whore : but God will deccive his prevent 


his villany. Now 


— 
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| Now the betterand once redraw her t6 HjsTafciviouy deſires, he is wonderfull courteous 
and affable to her, ſtill wal ing and talk Mk ten yea, and many times kiſſing her - where- 
of both her Husband and ſelf are puſhy] full, bat eſpecially' Perina, becauſe ſhe fron 
alteration in her fortune, in' ritat! er Father ALaw Caftelns eltpus peyek 4s courteous to her, 
own Farher Avrconeto is crucll,'* But pootimibcent (Gul; a and chaft Lady, lictle doft 
thou cither dream, or think on His laſtiyious Intent a _ honour. and jd, . Old 
—_ wallowing in the fiſchineſt, an nm Jn ! ofhisnewluft; and > hich © 

his choughes in the Labyrinth of hix Naughter york Perina's beauty; he thinks oh no- 

thing fo much ng on nothing elſe, burkdirtcobtaia her to his laſciviots will : but not'da-. 
rip, or rather fearing to acquyiyr her with his inordinate and beaſtly purpoſe, whiles his Soi * 
ber Hiband is at home preſence with her,he'forgeth and frames a plorbreugnaterall and'trea- 
chi@dns ,.t0 take him ImbraGe and follow the Wars inwayting on the Duke Charles ks gant, 
"IR Prince Amatee Vider trisBon and htir; who — watlike Troops 
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fions; Ikea noble and penicrods Kai he was; ticeds" no meunes 5= | | 
onor and Martial! difpofirion to imbark him\#n theſe Wiry and aſthoug deb benmoyreuchs 
and tears of his y dy were vehem ro divert in he is reſolare to fetive | 
her for thre pr / wares Ar Atid 6 be by): \Trai Sion 
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: In Toke 
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kill chele Cod echern in their birth ; roles mh © 
the. Selamender inthe fire) be 
b , togo to that of Luft and Adultery, and to fee him ſo devoyd of pitty, as 
hem _—_—— with z, a8 if one theſe beaft] y. fins z{one were not enough 
enormous and prodigious to make his miſcrable, and his deny wretched, And although 
ſhe have cauſe enough of ſorrow boy her ſelf, yet when ſhe thinks of her Huzbands age, and 
Danghters youth, of his luſt,and her chaſtity ,, and which is more, of te nil dr 
unnatural part of a Faher v9 fe oppolkerand defile his own Sous bed , and conſcquendy 
his. ny, doo a ay ran onuar wy Bayan e.g makes her ook on hi 
bothwith and picty : bur her. age having raughc her to loye diſcretion, and to hace 
diſdaty: yeatoitie, the beats this as as ſhe may , till at laſt ſecking and finding our a fir 
opportunity,ſhe both with tcarsigher eyes, ater Far her ſpeeches, very feagly checks kim 
for theſe bis inordinace and laſcivious dcfires towards the young Lady Pering , their Daughter 


in Law. 
Bats it is the nature of o to betray and in our my tharwe flongr ane 


ſelves wich a falſe conceiczn oy poneiog ls i 6.96 o this old [echecher H 

that he had danced in a net, from the jealoufie and ſuſpicion of all the world in thus aE-Qi 

wr FS os condb gy SED is ſo far frog © his 
wifes fpeechea. and being qd rdby's as he di beck dw 

and hers, qr] yo $, and wichall bicter co her , he ueper aol on 

ker vi et brny Ca eeeeleff ſh (a8a modeſt wiſe , and Lgane Mes —_) 

holds ita parcnot only of love, but of her duty , by ſweet ſpeeches, and { 


ſoraion, todivert him Fom thlp ond aad laGivious humour af his. But obſerve mer 
of his laſciviouſueſſ:,, and the impiery of þ gubonghy and eefyferions; for a her prayers 


perſrvafions ſerve only carher.ro. few, of his luſt , and rather bring oil to. 
ine-aſethan war o quench ch Ban * ſhi and | irregular affc&ion, \ fg 
chat ſhe wande! 1d way of Fromery, = —_ Gl becktwny 
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$9 home returnes the Duke of Feria, to Millen; the noble Duke of Savey, and the generoug 
Princes his Sonnes, to Turin; the Marſhal de Deſdiguieres, and the Baron of Termes into Frence ; 
and conſeq ently home comes our Knight Caftelnovo to Nice : where thinking to rejoice with 
his young Wife, he is ſo unfortunate to mourn for the death of his old Mother 3 bur G OD 
knows, that ncicher of them know the leaft ſpark or ſhadow of her cruel and untimely Mur- 
ther, and lefſe , the cauſe thereof. * Now for his laſcivious and bloody Father, albeic , tocaſt 
a vail before his thoughts, and his intents and aftions, hee ponngncy moucns for his Wifey 
death 3 and rejoycerth for his Sonnes return z yer contrariwilc he privately mournes for this, and 
rejoyceth for that. But to leave the remembrance of Fidelie , toafſume that of our Perine; 1 
know not whether ſhe gricved more at her Husbands abſence, or rejoice at his preſence , fich 
her aff:Fions to him was ſo tender and fervent, as in her heart and ſoul ſh: efteem:d that as 
mach her Hell , as this her Heaven upon Exrth : but theſe joyes of hers are bur fires of ſtraw, or 
flattering Sun-ſhines , which arc ſuddenly cither waſhed away with a ſhowre, or eclipſed and 
baniſa:d bya Tempeſt 3 for whiles her hopes flatter her belief of her 'Husbands continuall tay 
and refidence with her , her Father in laws luſt to her, foreſecing and confidering that it was im- 
poſſible to think to obtain her at home, e'r her Husband, his Son, were again imployed and 
ſent abroad, makes all his mo aim, and care and induſtry tend that way, as if time had no 
er to make him repencthe former murrher of his Wite, or grace iafluence to renounce the fu- 
ture defiling and diſhonouring of his Daughter in law. 
« Bat he isasconftant in his luſt ro her, as reſolute in his diſpatching and ſending away of 
him ; on:ly he muſt finde out ſome pregnant , vertuous, and honourable pretext and colour 
for the cff:&ing of his defign and reſolution, becauſe hee well knowes his Son Caftelnove is as 
wiſe and generous in himſclf , as amorous of his beautifull young Lady Perine : bur his luſt, 
which is the cauſe of his reſolution , or rather his vanity , which is the author of his luſt, at 
one time ſuggeſts him theſe rwo ſeverall imployments for his Sonne ; either to ſend him into 
France with the Prince Major, who was lately contrattcd, and ſhortly to eſpouſe Madame Chri 
tiene the Kings ſecond Siſter 4 or elſe under the infinuation of ſome great Penfiens and Offices 
that were ſhortly to be diſpoſedof in Maltz, again to ſend him back thicher : and his harping 
ontheſe two ftrings , was the onely Mufick and melody which he now gave his Sons who after 
he' had amoneth or two at moft, recreated himſelf in the ſweet company of his dear and ſweet 
wife. Perins, he leaſt of all aiming whercat his father aimed, by his abſence again gives way, 
andconſents to his deſires of his departure: onely the choice of theſe two different imploy- 
ments is yet queſtionable and unreſolved of berwixt the Father and his Sonne : For as 
the Sonnes curiofity deſireth for to ſee the Court of France, which as yer he bath noe ſeen ; 
ſo his Fathers Luſt and Malice is to have him returne honourably to Aalte, from whence he 
hath formerly received his honour of Knighthood , and there to obtain a Penfion ducing the 
term of his life. 

The Sonne imbraceth the pleaſaces of the journey of Fraxce, before the profit and honour 
of the Voyage of Malta. But the Father aiming at other ends, preferres this of Male be- 
fore that of France; ſo as time working an impreſſion in his thoughts, and his Fathers defire 
a kind of natural command in his will , and ot filiall obedience in bis reſolution, he ac laft 
reſolves on Malta; | 

Bat as neither of theſe two enterpriſes of young Ceftelnovo is pleafing, but diftaſtfull to 
his and fair Lady Perine; So if heraffliftion and miſery be ſach , as of the ewo her 
Hu maſt needs attempt and proſecute one , then fich hee may goe into Frence by land, 
and cannot to Malta, but by S:a, ſhe at laſt, with an inforced willingnefſe ( ſympathizing 
with his firſt inclination Jikewiſe defircs thar the obje& of his journey , and the period of his 
Voyage be France, and not Melta; as relying rather in hearing from him to ftand at the 
y”= and fidclicy of a Poft, then at the unconſtancy of the winds, and the mercy of 'the 
cas. 


So all things prepared and ready for bis Voyage, Perine importunatel ing; and her 
husband Caftelnovs confidently promiting his ſpecdy returns ſhe pg. ap the Hill to 
Villefrance in her Coach, they there, with many reciprocal kiff:s, fighs and tcars, take leave 
each of other ; he imbarking himſelf upon a French Galley, bound from Marſeilles to Male, 

which ſtopt there accidentally) and ſh: committing him to the auſpicious favour of the wind 
ſea, very ſorrowfully returns for Nice. FN | 

Thus leaving the Son floating and wafting on the Scas, ler us again return to his unnatural 
and beaftly Father, who ſeeing his wife gone to heaven, and his ſon to Male, and all things 
hitherto to ſacceed according to his laſcivious defires , doth now affure himſelf, that eirher 
by fair or foul mcans he will reap his pleaſure of his beaucifull daughter in Law Perine. 


To 
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Cannot rejoyce me. 


Towhich cad he gives her the ſole government and ſuperintendance of his houſe , with intene 
and hope the ſooner to govern, and ſurer to c her : and fo forgetting modeſty, and hiy 
luſt giving a Law to his conſcience, fifteen days are ſcarce paſt, till finding her in her chamber 

ying on her Lure, he after ſome pauſes, coughs,and kiſſes, bewrays and vomiteth her forth his 
tervenr aff:Gon and dcfire. 

Bur for mine own part, I highly diſdain to pollate and vilific this Hiſtory with the obſcene 
andlaſcivious ſpecches, wherewith this old lecher Caftelnovo courts this young Lady Perins his 
daughter in Law, as holding them as unworthy of my relation, as of my Readers knowledge, 
of my modcft pen,: asof their chafte cars, only judging of their nature and quality by their 
cffefts, The beaftlineſs and uncxpeRtednefs thereof,tirft made Perina — gee wg for ſhame 
and chollcr, and then immediately again look pale with gricf and diſdain, when not able tg 
brook, orhcarken tohis lewd ſpeeches, much leſs his hatefull preſence, ſhe, in he defence and 
preſcroation of herchaſtity, which ſhe preferred before her lite, giving him a ſharp anſwer,and 
a bitter denial, and-grieving to ſce a Father ſo graceleſs and impious, to ſcek to defile his own 
Sons bed in her diſhonour, ſhe throws away her Lute 3 and fo very _ and chollerickly 
abandonth his preſence, and her own chamber. At which he bitcs his lip tor rage, and hang 
down hjs head for indignation. But at laft, fin and the devil raigning in him , makes that he 
will not take this her ficſt repulſe for his laft anſwer and denial : but reſolute to perſevere in his 
lubricity, he in cvery walk, garden and room, frequents and haunts her as her ghoſt, as thinking 
to obtain that from her through his importunity, which he could not by his perſwaſton 5 but 
this his impu ſhall not prevail, 

-Now as his {intul motion infinitely grieved her, ſo his perſeverance and importunacy therein 
doth doubly afflit and torment her : how to appeaſe this ſtorm, to quench the fire of his Juſt, 
and deface the remembrance and feeling of her grief, (he knowsnot. For alas, alas, ſhe is fo 
unhappy, as her own Father Arconeto, and her Aunt Dominic are at St. Fobn de Mawriene, her 
fweer and dear husband in Malta, and her mother in Law, the Lady Fidelia in heaven ſo as ſhe 
hathno intimate nor ſecret familiars, nor any bofomn friend to reveal theſe her ſorrows and af- 
flitions. Once ſhe thought to ſteal away from Nice, ſo to paſs the Mountains, , and to flic back 
to Saint Fobn de Mauriene : bat again confidering the diſhonour, and withal, the danger to un+ 
dertake this journey, as alſo the cold reccprion and entertainment ſhe ſhould there finde of her 
own hard hearted wont who would rather deride than pitty her affliftions : ſhe altereth this 
her reſolution, and ſo reſolves a little longer to ftay in Nice, hoping and praying, that God 
would reftific her Father in Law Caſtelnove*s judgement, and reform the crrors of his laſciviow 
thoughts and defires, ' And fo for her part, hating the father as much as ſhe loved the ſon her 
husband 3 he could not be more prodigal of his lewd ſpeeches and tentations to her, than ſhe 
was of her {ighs and tears to underftand and repel them. A thouſand times ſhe wiſheth her ſelf 
in Malta, with the Knight her husband, or he in Nice with her : and could her body fo ſoon 
have flown or ſailed thither as her thoughts, he had long fince injoyed the happineſs of her pre- 
ſence, and ſhe thefclicity of his Fathers abſence. Burt fith ſhe is too miſerable to be ſo fortunate, 
ſh: hath yer this conſolation left her to ſweeten the bicterneſs of her affliftions, and this hope 
to revive and comfort her againſt her deſpair, that her Letter may procure his ſpecdy retum 
from Malta to Nice. Whercon reſolving, although the occaſion and grounds thereof were as 
range as ſhamefull, ſhe ſecretly ſteals ro her - ca. ai and locking her doorto her, takes her pen 
end paper, and rather with tears than Ink, writes him theſe few lines : 


9 PERINA to CASTELNOVO; 


| #, Hamper / eyes and heart can better weep and figh for mine afflilions, than my pen depaint 

them, yet T ſhould infinitely wrong thee in my ſelf, and my ſelf in thee, if T inform thee not 
by this my Letter (the ſecret Ambaſſador of my heart ) that my affeftion deſerves, and mine bonour 
requires thy ſpeedy return to me ; I would unlock thee this myſteries and make it more obvious and ap- 
parent 10 the eye of thine underſtanding, but that mine own modeſty, and anothers ſhame commands 
ay pen to ſilence berein. And again, my tears ſo confuſedly and mournfully interrupt my ſighs,tbey 
my tears, and both my pent, as altbough I have the will, yet I want the power to enlarge thee. my 
dear Caltclnovo, if ever thy Perina were dear to thee, make her happy with thy fight, who 
ber ſelf not only miſerable, but accurſed in thy abſence. For till Nice be thy Malta, Heaven may,Barth 


PERINA. 


Having 
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Having written this her Lerter, ſh: finds a contident and intimate Friend of her hugbands, a 
Genelcman named Seignicr Benedetto Sabia, who undertakes the ſafe conveyance, and (ecree dee 
livery thereof into ,Maltz to Gaftelnowo : fo a bim with flore of gold, to defray the 
charge of his journey, as alſo a pair of gold bracclen for a token to her Knight, and hugband, 
he imbarks for Genoua, foto Naples, and from thence in a Neopelitan Galley, arrives in ſhore 
time, to the renowned and famous le of Malte, the incxpugnable Bulwark of Chriftendom, 
and the curb and bridle of audacious inſulting Twrky, where finding out the Knight Seignior 
Franciſco de.Cajtelnovo, he cffcRtually and fairly delivers him his Ladies Letter, Bracelets , and 
Mcfſage, who withdrawing himſelt to a vine » hath no ſooner broken up the ſeals and read 
the Letter, bur he is at firſt much perplexed at the unexpefted news thereof; he reads it ore 
again and again, and finds it ſo obſcure, as he cannot gather or conceive her meaning therein, 
but at laſt conftruing it only to be a wile and fetch of her affc&ion, to re-fetch and call him 
home to Nice to her : he loth as yet to loſe and dhenGam bi Bogen of preferment in that Iland, 
which now the great Maſter hath promiſed him, diſpatcheth Sabie back for Nice, and plucking 
off a rich Emerauld from his finger, delivers it bim for his Lady Periza, as a token of his dear 
and fervent aff:Qion, and with ic a Letter in anſwer of hers. 

In the Interim of Sabie his abſence to Melts, our old laſcivious Baron Caftelncvo is not idle 
'in Nice, in till ſecking to draw our Lady Perize to his adulterous defire, and will, yea, he is 
become ſo obſcene in his 25 and ſpeeches, as they not only exceed chaſtity, bur civility, 59 
as ſhe (poor Lady) can finde no truce, nor obtainany intermiſſion from theſe his beaftly ſoliet- 
tations; bur reſolving ſtill ro preſerve her honour with her life, her pure chaſtity ſhines clearer 
in che midft of theſe his impure temptations, thanthe Sun doth, being invironed and incom- 
paſſed with many obſcure clouds : but ſhe thinks every hour a year , before ſhe ſee her Knighe 
Caſtelnovo (afcly returned from Malta, when lo, Sabi arriving at Villafrance, trips over to 
Nice, and underſtanding Perina privately bolted up in her Chamber,he repairs wo her,and there 
delivers her, her Knight Caftelnovo's Ring and Letter, although not hi 3 when tearing off 
the Scals, ſhe therein finds theſe words : | 


CASTELNOVO w PERINA, . 


\ AT fatr an dear Perina, the knowledge of thy fighs and tears the mare afflift and grieve me, 
in reſpett I am ignorant whence they proceed, or what occaſioned them : *tis true, thy affefGi= 
on deſerves my return, and the preſervation of thine honour, not only to requeſt, but to require and 
command it : but I am ſo aſlured of that, and ſo confident of this, as I know thou wilt carry the firſt 
to thy grave, and the ſecond to heaven. So, if any one ſince my departure bave faln in love with 
thy beauty, thou muſt-ot finde it ftrange, 'much leſs grieve there at, fith the excellency thereof bath 
power, not only 10 captivate one but many 3 yea the conſideration thereof ſhould rather rejoyce, than 
efflift theey ſth what(cever be be, the ſhame in the end will remain his, and the glory thine. But dear 
and ſweet Lady, I think thine bononr is only the pretext, and tby affeition the cauſe, ſo earneſtly to 
defire my return; whereunt® I would willingly conſent, but that the daily expeiance of my preferment 
2ſt a little longer detain me here : only this is my reſolution, and I pray let it be "7 aſſurance, L 
will diſpatch my affairs here with all poſſible expeditions and ſhall never think my ſelf bappy, till T 
re-imbark from Malta, and land at Nice. | 


CASTELNOVO. , 


Having ore-read her Letter, ſhe, the better to difſemble her ſecret guyons and griefs, very 
courteoully confers with Sabie : of whom having for that time thanktully taken her leave 3 ſhe 


for meer ſorrow and aftlitions throws her ſelf on her bed, from thence on the floor, to fee her 

hopes deggived of her husbands return.z and now ſhe knows neither what to ſay or do in this her 

miſery and perplexity 3 tor (he ſees that her Father in Laws obſtinacy, and conſequently her ſor- 
row grows from bad co worſe, that he i840 far from reclaiming, as he is reſolute in his laſcivi- 
ous and beaftly ſolicications : So that ſeeing his fair ſpeeches and entreatics cannot prevail with 
her, he cxchangeth his reſolution and former language, and ſo adds threats to his requeſts, and 

frowns to his ſmiles, as if force ſhould extort and obtain that, which fair means could nor, yea, 
and ſometimes he intermingleth and adminiftreth her ſuch heart-killing menaces, as {112 bath 
now reaſon not only to doubt of his luft, bur alſo to ſear hisrevenge: which conſidering, ſhe, 
as well to preſerve her honour, as to provide for the ſafety of her life, 'will once again you 
| the 
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conceal from all the world. 


the kindneſs of hervown unkind father Arconets, and ſo determineth to leave Nice, and to flie 
unto Sint Fobi de Manriene : now to aflift her andaccompany her in this her ſecret eſcape, ſhe 
thinks none ſo fit as Sabia, who for her husbands aff:Qion, and her own vertues, willingly COn« 
fencerh to her : ſoſhe py her apparel, and he her train, they in a dark night (when pale 
faced Cynthia inveloped her ſelf ina multitude of black and obſcure clouds, purpoſely to aſlift 
and favour her in this her laudable and honourable flight) take horſe, and ſo with great cxpe- 
dicion paſs che Mountains, and recover Saint John de Mauriene ; where though ſhe be not trul 

welcom to her own Father Arconeto, yet her honour and her life are truly ſecured from the lu 

and revenge of her laſcivious Father in Law Caftelnovo': nevertheleſs the cauſe.and manner of 
her efcapr, but chiefly the conſideration of her husbands abſence in the paſſage df this buſineſs, 
doth flifi b, bitrerly aMi&t her, as ſhe is become pale and fickly : whereupon ſhe is reſolute,once 
again to ſend back Sabia to Malta to herknight and husband, with a ſecond Letter, in hope it 
may cff.& and procure his return, which her firſt could not : and fo calling for pen and paper, 


ſhe traceth thereon theſe few lines. 


PERINA to CASTELNOVO. 


Tih thou wilt not leave Malta, to ſee Nice for my ſake, Thave left Nice, to live or rather to die 

in Saint John de Maurienc for thine : 11s true, my affettion hath defired thy return, which thou 
baſt not granted we : tis as true, that one, to whom Nature hath given a prime and ſingular intereſt 
1n thee, and thee in him, hath ſought the defleration of mine honour, which my heart and duty have 
denied bim. Thou art confident of my affefiion to thee : if thine had been ſo faithful and fervent to 
my ſelf, neither ſea nor land bad had power to ſeparate us. If any preſerment be dearer to thes 
then my life, ftay in Malta : or if my hf. be dearer then it, then return 10 Saint Jobn de Mauriene, 
where thou mayeft finde me, for in Nice I will not be fonnd of thee. Hadſt thou not purpoſely miſt a= 
hen the cauſe for the pretext in my importunity of thy returne, I would have digeſted it with far 
more content, and leſs afflition : but fith neither my affeftion , or honour hath power to effeft it , at 
leaſt let the regard of my life, fith that will not accompany we, if thou any longer abſent thy ſelf from 
me: make therefore haſte to ſer thy Perina, if ever thou think to ſee ber = and let her bear 
this one content 10 her grave, that ſhe may diſcloſe thee « ſecret, which, but to thy ſelf , ſhe will 


* Þ 


PERINA. "* 


Whiles $2b:2 is again ſpeeding towards Malta with Perina's ſecond Letter to her husband 
Caitelnovo, we will a little ſpeak of old Caftehrovo the Father, who ſeeing his daughter in Law 
Perina fied, and conſequently his hopes with her, he is extreamly perplexed and afflifted here- 
at : All the houſe and City is ſought for her,and he himſelf breaks off the locks of her Chamber- 
door, where hc finds the neft, but the bird flown away, her bed, but not her ſelf: fo as his 
thoughts doubly rorment and aftoniſh him, firſt to be fruſtrated of his hopes and defires to cn- 
Joy her, then, becauſe ſhe will bewray his laſcivious ſuic and affe&ion to her Husband his ſon, 
which of all fides will not por him not only ſhame, but infamy z yea, now it is, although 
before he would not, that he ſees his errour, and vanity, in attempting to make ſhipwrack of 
her honour and chaſtity, which is the glory, and ſhould be the Palladium of Ladies : bur it is 
too latc to recover her again : And Daw although he know how to repent, yet he is igno- 
rant how to remedy or redeem it, fith his attempt and enterprize was not only odious to God 
bur infamous to men, oppoſite to Grace, and _—_ and contradiftory ro Nature. Befides, 
this his lafttull folly procceding from himſelf, looks two ways, and hath a double reflexion,firft 
on Perina the wife, then on Caftelnovo her husband, and his own ſon, who, he 3s affured will 
be all fire hereat 3 yea, this crime of his is of ſo high and ſo beaftly a nature, as he knows not 
what to ſay to him, or how to look him in the face, when he ſhall arrive from Mate , which 
his gailty conſcience tels him will be ſhortly ; neither deth the Calculation or Arichmertick of 
his fear deceive him : for by this time is Sabie again arrived at Malta, where he delivers Caftel> 
novo his wifes ſecond Letter 3 the which doth ſo nettle and fting his heart to the quick, at the 
bitter and uncxpefted news it relates, as he eftecms himſelf no longer himſelf, becauſe he is not 
with his dear wife, who is the one half, yea the greateſt part of himſelf. Wherefore, admiring 
who in Nice, yea, in his fathers houſe ſhould be ſo impudently laſcivious, to ſeek ro blemiſh his 
honour, tn that of his Ladics, he making her ſighs and mn with all expedition and _ 

prov 


_ 
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providen for his d:parcure from Malte ; and yet his love, his fear, or both conducing ahd ITY 
Ing in one, makes him inftancly reſolve to diſpatch and return $abiz, pa pormy 
eo 


co proclame his comming; the which he doth, and chargerh him with his Letter 
witc, and dear Lady Perms. 


CASTELNOVO tw PERINA. 


Hy ſudden departure from Nice to Saint John de Mauriene doth equally affli} and amaze me; 
Ti burn with dire, to know «5 well the Author, a5 the Cauſe thereof, that I may likg wiſe know how 
to right thee, in revenging my ſelf of him« T have thought it fit to return Scignor Sabia agein to thee g 
45 ſoon a5 be arivid to me, being ready within two dates to imbark as timely as bimſelfz ſothat if wind 
and Sea hate me not too much, in more loving and favexring bin, I am confident to bring and deliver 
thee my ſelf, as ſoon as he ſhall thee this my Letter ; and judge whether I ſpeak it from my beart and 
ſoul, fith the efimation of thy love, and the preſervation of thy banour,maks me already deem minutes, 
monetbs, and hours, years , ill my preſence be made bappy with thine. 1 come, fair Perina, ſweeet wife 
and dear Lady,l come ; and if heaven prove propitious to my moti religious prayers and defires bers 
ow terth, our mecting ſhall be ſhortly as ſweet and happy, ss our parting wes bitter and ſorrow- 


et | ye »' Occafioned 

of his Fagher (az we have formerly miderftood ) the which , with many 
fighs and cars, flic depaines forth to him in.all its circircumſtances and coldury. Hc is amated at 
this ftrange and uncxpefted news, and farthemore to think that his own Father ſhould (in 
the whine offs the) ORR Or ak on oe his honour and bed, in the perſon. of this | 

fair and chaft Lady Perinz 3 he wondreth to ſec fo licle grace in ſomany years, and thac'if Na- 
ture had nor, yet Religion ſhould have had power to baniſh: theſe laſcivious thoughts ffom 
arr ory: ſo with out- arms he tenderly cmbraceth and kiffeth her, 


” 


kn 

wy 

ture ( | 
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calling and ſends then his Son by a Gentle+ 


J 4m «: gladof thy arrive 

is to redouble ay errours and; 111perſeflions, I willnot go further than vey 
#f, fith I know thit roy laſeivious andgraceleſſe attempt againft the honor 
drawn thee totlf * 


real i bal pit thy ſl ape a both ts forgive 
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ber e Heaven and Earth, that T will Res as much hoe her for her chaſtity, as bo 


la ht to betr _ violate it. 
Jus Jug ir | CASTELNOVO. 


This zertuous and religious Letter of thi Fatheriprevails with the Son, and his fair and chaſt 
Lady. ſo as their leercies and diſcretions huſh up this bufineſs in filence , and within cigbe 
both retuen from Sint Fob de Miyricit'to Nice , where they are courtcouſly web 

, and reſp;Rively received and nr as > _ Fatt r, whofe contrition for his for» 
mA is outwangly { Brcat » 48 he hach tearsin hi _ at the remembrancethcreof ;. ſo as 
maki rkly and forrowfully implores their par=- 
ESR they inktandy grant him as mach \ doe beck as undll Ying So 

and all 


he W? with his. conſcience » Nor his conſcience with God) i r although he have Shak andre- 


clerion ctormation 2.49 the new fight and review —_ the Lady Pering's freſh. and ay 
ary Toth ati thoſe hp abl "=_ refreſh thoſe flames of his Con tick Lewed | to. be 
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him. And not totranſgretstrom the Decorum and truth of our Hiſtory, old Caftelhnovo could 
not ſo artificially bear and overvail his ſorrows for his Sons death, but (the premiſes confider- 
ed) our young afflifted widow and Lady vehemently ſuſpe&eth he hath a hand therein; and 
likewiſe partly believes that Ferantba islikewiſe acccllary and ingaged therein, in reſpe& (he 
looks, more xy and is grown more familiar with her Lord and Maſter than before. And in- 
deed ayher ſorrows increaſc her jealouhie , fo her jealoutie throws her into a paſſionate and vio» 
lent reſolution of Revenge, both againſt him and her, if ſhe can be ſuturely aſſured chat they 
had murthered and poyſoned the Knight her husband. ; 

Now to be afſured hereof, ſhe thus reaſoneth with her (cIf ; that if her Father in Law were 
the Murtherer of his Son her Husband, his malice and hatred to him proceeded from his beaft- 
ly luſt co her ſelfz and that he now diſpatched, he would again ſhortly revive and renew his 
old laſcivious ſuit ro her : which if he did, ſhe vows to take a ſharp and criucl Revenge of him, 
which ſh: will limic with no leſs than his death. And indeed we ſhall not go far toſee the even 
and truth anſwer her ſuſpicion. For wichin a moneth or ewo after her huzband was laid in his 
untimely grave, bis old luſtfull and Iaſcivious Father doth again burk and vomit forth his beaſt- 
ly ſolicications againſt her chaſtity and honour : which obſerving, ſhe ſomewhat diſdainfull 
and ceylic puts him off, bur yer not ſo paſſi>nately nor chollecick y as before, onely of carpoll 
to make him the more _ in his purſuit, thereby the better to draw him to her lure, that ſhe 
might perpetrate her malice, and at her R::venge on him, and ſo make his death the objec of 
her rage and indignation, as his luft and malice were the caaſe of the ſorrows of her life. Bur 
unfortunate and miſer:ble Lady , what a bloody and helliſh enterprize doeſt thou e thy 
ſelf in, and why hath thy aff-Qion ſo blinded thy conſcience and /ury tomake thy (elf the 
Author and Ator of ſo mouratul and bloody a Tragedy ? For alas, alas, ſwcer Perine, I know 
not whether more to commend thy aff-Qtion tothy Husband, or condemn thy crucl malice in- 
tend:d to bis Father. For, O grief ! O pity ! where ace thy Vertues, where is thy Religions 
where thy conſcience, thy ſoul, thy God, thus to give thy ſelf over to the helliſh tentations of 
Satan ? Thou which herctofore ficd't from adultery, wilc thou now follow murther ? or bes 
cauſc thy heart would nor b: acceffary to that, ſhall thy ſoul be now ſo irreligious and impious; 
to be guilry of this ? But as her Father in Law is reſolute in bis luſt towards her, ſo is ſhe like- 
wiſe in | nar gowards him, and far the more, in that (he perceives Ferantha's 
great belly ſufficienely | ims that ſhe hath plaid che Strumper ; and * which is 
worſe, ſhe fears, with execrable and — Father in Law: as now no cr 
able to the furious and impetuous current of her revenge , ſh: is fo 
and bloody, as ſh:e vows firſt to diſpatch the Lord and Maſter , then the Wait» 
ing-Gcnlewoman , as her thoughts and ſoul ſuggeſt her they had done firſt the Mo- 
ther , then the Son: ſo impious are her thoughts, ſo inbumane and bloody her reſo- 
lutions. _ 

Now in the interim of this time the old Lecher her Father is again become impudent and 
i nate in his ſuir. So our wretched Lady Perine degeneracing from her former 


thoug 

of deliverance, he refaſcth to marry her ; bur [che Lady Perixe's, if that (he may pollute and 

ially, becauſe ſhe may have the fincee 
means to ſtab and murther him : and hereon they conclude. To which end , not onely the 
night, but che hour is appointed berwixt them z which being came, and Caftelnovoin | 
ing wich impatience re for her arrival, he thinking onnothing but his beaftly pleaſares; 
nor ſhe, but on her cruel malice and revenge ; ſhe ſoftly enters bis chamber; bue not in er nigh 

bis 


bur her day attire, having a Piſa Ponyard cloſe in her ſleeve 3 when having bolted his 
, becauſe none ſhould divere her from this her bl deſign ; ſhe approaching / 
and he lifting himſelf up purpoſely to welcom and kiſs her', ſhe ſeeing his 


| 
| 
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ſpeaka word; only he ferchr a ſcreek and a groan or two, as his foal crook her laft farcwel of 


his body. Which being over-heard of the ſervants of the kouſe, they aſcend his chamber,and 
finde our ighumane Perize ifluing forth, all gored with the cffufion of his blood, having the 
bloody Ponyard, which was the fatal Inftrument of this cruel Murther in ber hand. 
are athazcd at this bloody and mournful ſpeRacle : fo they ſciz: on her, and the report hereof 
flying thorow the City, the Criminal Judges that nighe cauſe her to be impriſoned 
for the Fat, which ſh: is reſolved noway to deny, but to acknowledge, as rather glorying than 
grieving thereat, 

Ferantha, ar the very firſt anderftanding hereof, vehemently ſuſpets that her ewo poyſoning 
Murthers will now come +0 light ; and ſo, as great as her belly is, ſhe, ro ide for her ſafety, 
very ſecretly ſtcals away to a dear friends houic of hers in the Cicy, which now from all pary 
ratleth and reſoundeth of this cruel and unnatural Murthzr 3 yea, it likewiſc paſſerh rhe Alps, 
and js ſpeedily bruited and known in Sairt Fobn de Mauriene, where although her farther Ar. 
coneto would never heretofore affe& her, yer he now exceedingly grieves at thisher bloody at» 
cempt and imminent danger : but her ircegular affeQtion, and inhumane revenge , will not a 

et permit her conſcietce to inform and ſhew her the hainouſneſs of her cruel and bloody fa, 
God will be more merciful to her and her ſoul. | 

Some two days after ſh: is arraigned for the ſame, where ſhe freely confeſſeth it, having no- 
thing to allege for her exciſe, but that ſhe perfeAly knew, that her Father in Law Caſtelrow 
and his Strumpet Feraxtha had at kaft poiſoned the Knighe her husband, if not likewiſe the 
Lady F:del:s his mother; che which alrhough they had ſome reaſon and ground to fuſpet, be 
conlice Ferantha*s ſudden flight, yet fith this could no way diminiſh, or excennatc hor mur« 
ther of hcr Fatherin Law, they condemn our unfortunate Lady Perina'to be hanged,and {fo re 
ſend her to'priſon, to'prepare her ſelf to dic. But the advice of ſore, and the Friendfhip and 
compaſſion of others, as pictying her youth and beauty, and commending 'her chaftity and ab 
&Q&ion to her Knight and Husband, counſel and perſwade her to appeal from the'Scntence of 
thc Court of Nice, 'to the Senate of Chambery (which is the Soveraign and Capital of Savg) 
whither we ſhall ſhortly ſee her condufted and brought. 

ioapen omettc Wilde: quelorcamn Feria, for © crackly poyfralng he Lat 
Wwiſc-upon t c Waicing-gen erantha, for ſo cruchy po | 
Fiddiz, and the Knight Cftehyovo her Son : who, although ſcarch were ls = 
for her, _ huſhrher ſelf up privately, albeit her bloody thoughts and guiley con 
ſcience, for the ſame continually toernre and tortnent her, yet ſhe's ſo impiowsandigra « 
ſhe no way fears the danger of the Law , and much leſs the ſevere tempeſt of Gods indignat 
on and revenge,” which now notwithſtanding in the'midft of her ſecoricy will , according to 
hcr bloody deſerts and crimes, wr py 0 mar over=take her : for now- this accident of 
her Lord Caftelnovo's Murther, and of the Lady Perine's impriſonment, or to ſpeak more 
_—_— , of Gods ſacredidecree and divine Judgement , throws her into the -and 

itter-pains of travclfor childe 5 with whoſe heart-killing gripes and convulfions, ſhe is 
feiablycortured land tormented, as ſhe her (Hf, her Mid-wife, and all the women neer her, 
AneatPNidalele lngellbte for her to eſcape death : when ſeeirig no hope of life, and tha 
alrcady her pangs and torments had made her bur as it were the very 'image and anatomy d 
death, he begin toloobk from fin to repenrance , from 'Earth to Heaven, and 'from Satan 
t> God; andſoraking on and aſſuming a Chriftian reſolution , ſhe will not charge her ſod 
with c | _ Adultery, much leſs of her double Murthers 3 but very peni- 
it, as them; and ſocommitrs her ſelf to the unpardleld and mer 
'hes and torments, hopingithey will ſpeedily ſend her from this world 
to:&bctecr. Barher Adultery and Murthers arc: fuch odious and exccrable crimes in Gods 
a heqvill freeherfrom cheſe dangers of Child-birth, and becadfe wotthy, will reſerve her for 
a {hanicfi}-and infamowsdearh,” So the is ſafely delivered of a fon, who is more fair 


women'3 fwho ſhewed” many Teſtimonies / and Signs of 
ance ackerend, yet her crimeswere'fo foul and odious to the World, -avather death (he wat 
| ——2-r "gp #s ſhe-found not one ſpeRtator, either to weep for hery or to: Iewgenty or -condek 


cr. ſ 5 | þ 3 
& And now toſhat up this Hiſtory, let us carry our curightics and cxpettetions m—_ _ 
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{{hambery , and from d:ad Jeremtha to our living Perine, where that grave and illuſtrious Se 
nate ,' in conſideration of her famous chaſtity , and fingular affeQion to the Knight her huſ- 
band , as alſo her noble parentage and render mu , they moderate the ſentence of Nice , for 
Marthering ber Father-in-law Cafte/nov, an ſo inftead of hanging , adjudge her there to have 
her right hand cut off , and her ſelf —_—_— impriſonment in Nice where Gods ſacred 
Juſtice for this her bloody Murther, the remembrance of her dead husband, and living ſor- 
rows, ſo ſharply torment and affli& her , as ſhe living not long in priſon, bat excedingly 
_ away of a languiſhing conſumption z and ſo very ſorrowfully and repentantly 
dayes, being exceedingly lamented of her kinsfolks, and pirtyed of all her acquaintance. z 
and, had not her affc&jon been blinded , and her rage and revenge too much triumphed g'c 
her thoughts and reſolutions, ſhe had lived as happy, as ſhe died miſerable ; and have ſerved for 
as great a grace and ornament to her Country, as Feranthe and old Caftelnovo her Father-in- 
w were a ſcandal and ſhame. | | 
” Thus we ſee how Gods revenging juſtice ſtill meets with Murther. O that we may read this 
' Hiſtory with fear, and profit thereby in reformation , chat dying to ſin, and living to righte< 
ouſncſs, we may peaccably dye in this world , and gloriouſly live and raign in that co come. 


=y 


4 


ecrable Sinne of Murther. 
© HISTORY Xx. 


but ſhe loves Sturio and not bimſelf : He prayes ber Brother 
tre ber for bm, which 


: 


| | that Valor be requifite in a Gentleman ( and one of his moſt cffcntial virtues and 
_ ornaments ) vet Get Charity is the true mark and charaftcr of a Chriftian , we 

ſhoald not raſhly reſolve to hazard the loffe of our lives for the preſervation of the meer title, 
and vain point of our honour , but rather religiouſly endeavour to ſave our ſouls in that of 
our own lives, as alſo thoſe of our Chriſtian brethren z for in ducls and fingle combats 
( which though the heat of youth and revenge ſeem to allow,yet, reaſon will not, and Religion 
cannot ) did we onely hazard our bodics, and not our ſouls, then our warrant to fight, were in 
carth as juſt, az now the hazarding of our ſouls and bodies is odious and diſtaſtcfull tor heaven, 

* fithin to deface man the creature , we affuredly attempt to ſtrike and ſtab at the Majcfty 
of God the Creator : but if there be any colour or ſhadow of honour to kill our adve for 
the preſervation of the vain point of our hononr, what an ignoble ingratitude and damnable 
impiety is ity for a Gentleman likewiſe treacherouſly to kill another , of whom he hath former- 


ly 


— 
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ly received his life? yca as Grace fights agaiolt this former ſore of iighting , ſo both Grace 
and Nature impugnaudderelt this ſecond ſort of Murther : A wofull and mournfull pretident 
whereof, I bere, preſent in the perſon of a baſe and wretched Genelewan , whoſe irregular af- 
ion to a Lady firſt kw her brother in the Ficld ; and cxccrable revengeto her lover , oexc 
drew. him treacheroully to Murther him in che ftrect 3 and conſequently , ro; bis, own coudign 

ifhment, and;(hamefull death for the ſame. May all ſuch bloody Mucthercrs till meerayich 
ſach cnds, and may his miſerable and infamous death premoniſh all ochcr Geneh;men , > te 
and become more charitable, and lz{s bloudy by his example, | 


"The friendſhip and familiarity betwixt Seignior John Battiſta Bertolini, and Seignior Leonards 
Brellati , ewo nable young Gentlemen , native and reſident of the Ciry of Rawe, was ( with- 
interwfſion) ſo iptire and intimate, for the ſpace of fix whole years ,, which led then) 
me their years of fourtcen to twenty, as it ſcemed they had bur one heart in- two bodice, and 
that ic was impoſſible for cicher of them to be truly merry, it the other were abſept 2 and ſurely, 
many were the reaſons which laid the foundazion of this friend(hip; tor as they were cquall in 
years, ſo their itaures and;caplexiqns- reſembled, and their humors and inclinations tympa= 
thized : likewiſe chey were ancient Schook-fellows , and near Neighbours; tor their Parcnes 
boch dwelt betwixt the Palaces of the two Cardinals, Farwefi and Capettivs 5 if there were 
any diſparity in their dignics and worths, it conlitted only in this , Bertotini's Parents; were 
richer Brellati's » but Brellgti was more Nybly deſcended than Be telins 3 which' norwith» 
ſtanding could no way impcach;or hinder the progreſs of their friend{bip, but rather it floys 
riſked with the time z {0 as they, increaſing in years, they likewiſe did in aff.tiony asif they 
ambitioosof nothing ſo-much inthis world , as not only ro imitate ,, but to ſurpaſs thi 
icndſ{hip of Oreſtes an Pilades, and of Damon and Pithias ; whereof, all who knew them an 
Parents , yea'all that part and divifion of Rowe , togk deep and fingular notice 3 but to 
that they were men , and not Angels, and conſequently ſubjeR& to frailty, not inkerene to 
pericAion , that Earth.was not Heaven , nor Rome thr {haddow thereot 3 have we but a lictle 
ence, we hal} ſhortly ſee ,; the thred of this friend(hip cut off , the props agd fortifications 
| razed, battered and laid levell with the ground 3 yea, we (hall fee time, change with 
time, fricnd(hip turned into enmity, fellows to tocs, love to loathing , courtific to cruelty; and 
in a word, life to death 3 as obſerve the ſequell of this Fliſtory , and ic will bricfly informa ye 


Bertolini ſecs that Brellati harh a fair and delicate Sifler , named Dona Pauline , ſomewhat 
younger than himſclf, and yer not ſo young; bur that the clock of hee age hath ftrucken 
eighteen 3 and therefore proclaimed her ar Jealt capable, if noc defirous of marriage ; and al- 
though he be a novice in the Art of love, yet Nature hath made him ſo good a Schollar its the 
principles and rudiments thercof , as he fecs her fair , and therefore muſt love her ; rich in the 
excllcncy and dclicacie of beauty, and therefore is reſolute to love her, and only her ; for gaz- 
lag on the influence and ſplcadour of her pcircing cyes he cannot behold them withous 
wonder, and then prying and contemplating on the roſcat and lillic tinfturc of her checks, he 
cannot ſce theſe without admiration, nor refrain from admiring them wichour atfcCtion ; bur 
again , remarking the (l:ndeneſs of her body z and the ſweetneſs of her vertues , and ſeeing her 
as gracious as fair , andehat her inward perfcQions added as much luſtre to her exceriour bcaury 
as this refleQzd ornament and decoration to thoſe , be as youpg as he was , vowes himſelf her 
{:rvant , and withall ſwore , that either (he , or his grave , muſt be bis wife- and Miftreſs. 

Bertolini thus ſurprized and actcled with the beauty of bis dearly ſweet, and ſweetly fair 
Paulins, he is inforced toneglet a great part of his accompanying the Brother,” thereby co 
court th Sifter 3 ſo he many 'times purpoſely forſakes Brellati to follow Paulina, and dclights 
innothing Co much as in her preſence and ( in that regard ) in his abſence, not that it was 
poſlible, in his conceit and imagination, for him any way to hate him, in loving her; rather, 
that in gcnerall cearms he muft love Brellet; for Pauline's ſake ; and in particular, only affet 
her forhis own. A d as his wealth and ambition made him confident be fhauld obtain her for 
his wife 3 ſo he in fair, amorous, and honourable tearms as well by his own ſolicitations - 
Jetters, promiſes, and preſents ,azby thoſe of his Parents , ſecks her in marriage, yea , and 
when theſe could nor ſuffice, hey to ſh:w himſelf as true as fervent a Lover , adds fighs, tcars, 
prayers and oaths. B.r all theſe Sollicizours ſerve only to betray and deceive his hopes; 

rif Bertolini were exireamly d:firous to marty Paulina y the is allo reſolute not to 
m_ himz which diſcords in affections ſeldom or -never make any truc hatmony in 
minds. 
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His wealch dec:iving him, he hath recourſe to her only brother , and his beſt ang. deareſp 
friend B ellati , to whom he relates the profundity and fervencic of his aff. ion to bis Sifter 
Paulina, acquaints him with his ſute, and her denyall; his atrempr, and her repulſe therein, 
and by the power and bonds of all their former friend(hip and familiarity, intreats and conjurey 
himto become his Orator and Advocate towsrds her, in his bchalf ; whoſe ſmil.s , he all 
cth, arc his life, and frowns , his death. Brellati having his generoſity and judgment blinded 
with the reſpeC&t of Bertolini his wealth, as alſo of the affcQtion he bore him , all other confide. 


- rations laid apart like a better friend ro him, than a Brother to his Siſter Pauline, promiſcth 


him his beſt furtherance and aſſiſtance in the proceſs of this his aff:Ction; and fo with his erug 
Oratoric, beſt Elequence, and ſweeteſt Perſwafion, begins to deal eff.Qtually with her herein; 
butas our hopes are ſabje& and incident to deceive us , fo Bertelini and Brellaticome farr too! 
ſhort of theirs z for Paulina inabſolute and down-right tearms, praycs her Brother to inform 
arid reſolve Bertolini, that ſhe had otherwayes ſetled and ingaged her aff:Qion; and therefore 
prayes him to ſeek another Miſtreſs , {ith ſhe hath found another Lover and Servant, with whom 
ſhe means to live and die. Her Brother (for his friends ſake.) is extreamly forrowtull herear, 
andpraycs his Siſter to name him her ſervant : ſhe binds him by Oith to ſecrefic, So he ſwear- 
Ing , ſhe informs him it is Seignisr Paulus Sturioy a very anciens Noble-man of the City. He 
tels her, he is a Gentleman morenoble than rich, and ſhe replies, that Bertolini is more rich 
than noble, and therefore ſk: will refuſe him, and marry Sturio. He is obſtinate in his requeſts, 
as ſhe reſolute in her denial), So having performed the part of a friend for his friend, and come» 
mending the nobility and vertuſes of Stwrio, as much as he piticd the weakneſs of bis cſtate and 
wealth, he l:aves his Siſterto her aff:&ion and defignes, and fo with an unwilling willingneſs 
(without any extenuation Jdelivers his friend Bertolint her definitive anſwer 3 yer performes hig 
promiſ: to his Siſter, in concealing Stwrio his name. 

Bertolini is all in' fire and choler at this news , and begins no longer tolook on his friend 
Brellati with the eyes of affeQion, but of contempt and indignation 3 and ſo conſulting with 
his paſſion, not with his judgement 3 with rage , and not with reaſon ; as immoderate an 
ſcldome looks right , commonly ſquint-eyed; he in the heat of his wrath , and height of his 
revenge, very mach negle&s and lights him , yea and moſt —_— and abruptly departs from 
him, asifhe were no longer worthy of the bare complement of farewell. Which Brellati 
well obſerves, and in obſerving,” remembers, and in remembring, grieves at, ſith Bertolini 
was his moſt intimate and deareſt ſriend ; and in whoſe behalf, did occaſion preſent, he was 
ready, not only to ſacrifice his beſt ſervice , bur his beſt life. Lo herethe firſt breach and vio- 
lation, which Bertolini gives to their friendſhip z but the ſecond is nor farr behind : For in the 
next company he meets, which was ſome two dayes after, walking in Cardira't Farnefi bis 
Galleries, in preſence of ſome four or five Gentlemen, both of his and of Brelar!'s acquain« 
tance , he forgot himſelf ſo much , as ſome demanding for his Conſort Brellati, he cholerickly 
replyed, that he was a baſe and beggerly Gentleman ; and therefore henceforth diſdained his 
company ,jfand that his Siſter Pauline was a laſcivious and difſcmbling Strumper. Bur although 
the fire of his choler had fooliſhly banded forth theſe ſpeeches in the Air, yet they fell not to 
the ground ; but ſome of the company then preſent , that very night report them ro Brellati, Ie 
is impoſlible for my pen to relate how paſlionatly and tenderly he takes it; yea his affliftion 
and grict herein is farr the more redoubled, in that (contrary to his defires and wiſhes ) he is 
afſured his Siſter Pawline is likewiſe acquainted with the _ and injuſtice of theſe ſpeeches: 
the conc: it and remembrance whereof make her inraped and ſorrowfullcyes powr forth many 
Rivolets and Rivers of tears, upon the Roſes and Lillies of her beauty. Bur as ſhe is too im= 
patient to relliſh this ſcandalous affront and diſparagement ; ſo her Brother Brellati is too ge- 
nerous and noble to digeſt itz whereof burning ro know the truth, and reſolving, ifhe fonud it 
true, ſharply to revenge it on Bertolini , he paſſeth away the nighe in refileſs and diftrated 
flumbers ; And fo the very next morn taking his Sword and Lackey with him, he goes to Ber- 
tolini his Fathers houſe , and meeting firſt withhim, demands of him for his Son Sergaior Foln 
Battifia Bertolini, His Father informs him,he is the Gard:n very ſolitarily walking , and prayes 
Brellati to go to him 3 who needing not many requeſts, entreth, and with his hat in his hand 
approacherh him. *Bertolini doth the like, and meets him half way z when he being pale for 
anger, and Bertolini bluſhing for ſhame, he prayes him to ex:mpr the Garden of his Servants, 
becauſe he hath ſomething to reveal and impart him in ſecret, which necdeth no wit- 
nelſ:s 3 when Bertolini commanding his Servants to depart, Brellati chargerh him with 
theſe diſgracefull Speeches, vomited forth two dayes fince, againſt his honour; 

as 
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as alſo that of bis onely dear Siſter P eulins, in Cardinal Farnefi his Palace , in preſenice of Scig- 
nior Aleflendro'Fonteni, Seignior Kbanutio Phevimio, and Seignior Amtonio V oltomari (whic 
words we haat formerly underftood.) -- | 
Bertolini is no way diſmayed or daunted hereat , either in or complexion and fo 

lofing his honour in his indiſcretions or rather burying his diſc in his diſhonour , hee, 
with fire in his looks,and thunder in bis ſpeech:s, tel Bre/lati, that he confe{f:th theſe cs 
his 3 adding withall , that what bis tongue hath affirmed , his fword ſhall be ready to tmike 
good and juftifi:z whereon chey cover :- When Brellati demanding of him if this were his laft 
r:(olu:ion, he told him yea. Then ( quort/he ) | pray exp:& mine ſhortly : and fo without 

iving each oticr the good morrow , they 7 job 3 Brellati till leaving Bertolini in his Fathety 
Garden. His Siſter Paulus having notice of her Brothers ſpeaking with Berrotintiy'Very ciurt« 
| ouſly and carefully awaic his recam ; when ruſhing into his chamber, ſk*, with tears; «hd frghe, 

demands him of the ifſ1e of his conference with Bertolini , and whiethicr he were fo 

to deliver theſe diſhonourable and baſe ſpeeches both of her ſelf and him. Bar her Brother, 
like a truc noble Rowar , is too generous and brave to acquaint her with his deſignand reſolu- 
tion 3 and ſo in general ary ar. vr core gates at theſe z 4nd chat chis 
difference will be very ſhortly decided and ended , to her honour, and Nis own corttent. Bro 
ther (quoth ſh:) if you will not right mine honour, and vindicar: the uriſpotted purity of my 
reputation, I am ſure that my truc Lover Scignior Pevius Sturio will , though with the hazzr d 
and lofi: of his own life , had he but the leaft notice ch-reof. H: ſhall not need, Siſter, q 1oth hey 
for a day or two will reconcile and finiſh this bufinefſe : and fo for that time he leaves bis Siſter 
Pauline, and ſhuts himſelf upin his chamber, where , not long able co contain himſeW againſt 
the inſolencie and baſeneſs of Bertolini, he calls for pen and paper, and more A— hoa 
nour than his life, writes him chis challenges che which immediately afcer dinner he him 
by Scignior Valerio, a confident Gentleman his follower. | 


BRELLATI coBERTOLINE. 
. J L x | | ps 
T?, feendglons reports, like thy ſelf , ave fbbaſe, and 1 ani ny Sifter ſo benoutrubly' 


bred, as I doubt not, bt the diſgrace and diſparagement, which thou haſt unjuſtly offered 


us, will as juſtly retort and fall on thy ſelf.-! «And to the end thou thay(t find , that my Sword is 

purpoſely reſerved to corrett eud chaſtiſe thy tongue, as thou art « Roman, and a Getleman, meet 

me ſingle to morrow at five in the morn , without Port Populi , i rhe next fleld bebinde Cardinal 

Borromeo's Palace ; and there I will give thee the choice of two good Rapiers and Ponyards ', and 

gledb accept of the refuſal, to draw reaſon of thee for thoſe wrongs wherewith thou baſt _— 

and maliciouſly traKuced us: and to write thee the truth }'asT deſire , ſo I can receive no other ſati;« 
fattion but this, whereunto thy malice invites, and my hotonr obligeth me. 


BRELLATL 


Valerio performs his part well , and fairly working and ſcrewing himſelf into Bertolini%s 
ence , very ſecretly delivers him his Maſters challenge. Bertolini nor ignorant , but cons 
ing what it mcans, breaks off the Seals, and at the peraſal thereof, ' though his cat} be 
unjuſt and diſhonourable, yer in his countenance and ſp:cches , he ſhzws much conftancy, fors« 
titude, and reſolution z when confidering they were to light (gle, and that rherefore  a« 
lerio could be no ſecond , -he deeming his Maſter had concealed this fecret buſineſs 
him, contents himſelfe to give him _ this anſwer 3 Tell your Maſter S:ignior Bre 
from me, that I will not fail to mcex him according to his defire and appointment. And 
ſo Valerie takes hisleave and departs z when finding out his Maſter, he him 
lin's anſwer : whereat he is fo farre from being any way appald or daunted , 'as he infinitely 
rejoyceth thereat. In the mean time he is curious in preparing rwwo fingalac good Raplers 
and Ponyards of equal length, hiles, and temper. And thus with mch impattene pati- 
ence ( as Revenge an _ toſl:ep) they not our-ſleep, but ont-watch che nighe. So 
the morn and day ſtealing and breaking inedtreftdous, Mayen no ſoongr aut of their 
beds, bur into the field ; their Chirurgions awaiting thiir errivals by che Pyrarnides, in the 
place of Port Populi, by which of neceſfity ap Arn when, eying up their horfes to 
the hedges, like reſolute Gentlemen, they t off cheir doublets, commanding thetr 
Chicurgions na to ſtir from their ſtation, when, diſd4ining words, they both drayr, and fall rg 
M 3 Brellats 


thus --- | 
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Bre!lets preſenteth thefirft thruſt, and Bertolinu gives him the firtt wound in his let ſhoulder; 
wherear he is inflamed , and fo returns Bertolini the incereft of a moſt, dangerous one, on his 
right (ide , bur it touch neither hisbowels nor quayfe. They ery again 3 fo Breilati again 
woands Bertolini in his lefe hand ,. when bis Rapicr' running cthorow his Sinewsand Arteriq, 
he is no. longer able to hold his Ponyard 3 bur deſpight his reſolution and courage, it falls out 
of his.hand 3 which -unlookt for diſaſter doth much perplex and afflift him. 'But Brelleti iy 
£00 generous and noble , to blemiſh or taint his honour, by taking any advantage of chis hiy 
adverſaries misfortune Ee: on ſo oy his wy vo and ware ys = valiantly and bravely 
throws away his own Ponyard to the hedge , that they might be as equal in weapons as 
Bur mo baſcly requite this courtefie, They retire and take breathz and ſo 
their. grounds , thereby to. take the benefit of the Sun, chey again joyn 3 ar the firlt cloſe 
this ſeognd meeting s Brellet runs Bertolini into the right flank , when withdrawing his Ra 

icr ,.and leaping to. put himſelf upon his defenſive gnard and poſture, his foor (lipping, 
could not prevent falling to the ground z when' Bertolani following him cloſc, 
eager in his parſute, and blood-thirſty in his revenge ,. he forgetting Brellati”s former courte- 
fie, and working upon the fortune of his misfortune , right then and there naylcd him to the 
ground ,. and ſo redoubling histhruft , afted a perpetual divorce berwix: his body and ſoul: 
when Brellati's Chirurgion {h:dding tears on his dead Maſter, and beginning to take order for 
his decent conveyance into the City , Bertolini takes up his Chicurgian bebind him , and ſowith 
all poffible ſpeed and celerity ( the better to avoyd the danger of the Law) poſts o'r the fields, 
and comes into Mount Cavallo Gate , and huſherh himſelf up privately in a friends houſe of his 
ncar his fathers. | | 
.. \AlliKowe begins to eccho forth and ceſound this Murther y and far the more, becauſe Bey- 
toini and Brellati were fo dear and intimate friends ; but as. news comes alwaieslame, and 
bad rides poſt, fo within one hour of Brellati's Murther , the news thereof is brought firſt to 
his Father, then to his Sifter Pauline z whereat he gricves, and ſhe ſtorms ; he ſorrowerh , and 
ſh: weeps and laments z and in aword ,' the Father wauld, but cantiot, and the Daughtes can, 
buc will ace be comforted, at this ſad and mpurnſull Tragedy. N:ith:c muſt we forget, but 
remember Scignior Paulus Sturio, who loving Pexliue a thouſand times Udearer than his own 
lifes is no ſooner ted bur afflifted this news of Bre//ati his death, as being his 
dear friend , and which is more, the onely Brother bf his deareſt and Miftris ,.P awlins; 
ſo as Levers and fricnds being beft known and diſcerned in calamiticzand afflitions , he re» 
toher, condoles with her, and uſcth his chicfeſt art and zeal ; not hay Pa rn 
Folly to © her of her ſorrows z yea, to prove himſelf a conſtant and a faichfull 
lover to her , he prone heractcmelpBle irpies » bue his life, as well coright her honour, 
as to revenge her Brothers death on Bertoljx; : bur this aff:Q&ion and perſwaſion of Stwrio is not 
capable to wipe off, or exhale his Lady Faulina's tears. 
ain to Bertolini , who is fo far from contrition and repentance of this his bloody 
fat, as likera prophanc miſcreant, and debauſhe and diffolute Gentleman , he triumphs and 


| eng yea ——_—— is become ſo ignorant , and his ignorance ſo ſortiſh, a 
began toenter into « ation to court and ſeck Paine for his Wife, without re- 
the pablike danger of the Law, or that of Paulina's private te- 


or regarding <ither 
py for ſure her Brothers had thrown her inte ſuch violent paſſions of grief, and cx- 


eremitics of ſorrow , as if his folly had made her ſo happy, doubtleſs her revenge would have 
made him more miſcrable z but God had her rage more reaſon , and her malice and 


niſhment , bcing afrighted with a tumultuous rumour and alarum of > guarecdhnech cos 
made that for his apprehenſion, he very ſubtilly, in ary wp babir, paſſ:th Saint Jobs 
de Laterans Gate, and there having Poſt-horſes laid for him, he as ſwift as the wind gallops + 
way for Naples, and imbarking himſelf for Sicilie, pafſeth the Pharre of Meſfine, lands at that 
City, and (o rides up to Palermo, where he thinks himſelf ſafe. | 
But having not made his peace with God, where ever he fiye, God will in duetime find him 
our, when he leaft dreams thereof, But although rhe power and influence of time be ſo predo- 
minate to deface the aftionsand accidents of time , yet Pauline can give no truce to her tears, 
nor will ſhe adtninifter any conſolation to her ſorrows for her brothers death : And if ever now 
it is that Stwrio reſembling himſelf, to make her ſorrows his 3 for having deeply rooted 
and ſettled his aff:Qion on Paw/ine, naturally ingraven her beauty and pifture in the very 
centre of his heart and thoughts, he begins to his private aff:&ion to her &, and (0 
having alrcady won her heart from her ſelf , he now cndeavoureth to win her —_ 
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and then to marry her. But old Seignior Sturio his Father, is no ſooner advertiſed of Brel- 
lat his death , of Bertolini's flight , and of his Sonnes atfcQion and intent to take Pauline to 
Wife, but diſdaining he ſhould niarch ſolow', and withalf ſo poor, as alſo fearing that this 
might likewiſe ingage his Son in ſome quarrel betwixt him and Berto{znz, he reſolves private» 
ly to convey him away out of Rom, in foms regired or obſcure place, from whence he ſhould 
got return » till his abſence bad cooled and cxtenuated the hear of his aff:Aion to Pauline, and 
of his malice and revenge to Bertolini : to which cnd , three weeks are ſcarce paſt, but taki 
his Son wich bim in his Coach , . under colour to take the air in the ficlds of Rome, bey 
Saint Pauls Church, he having given che Coach-man his lefſon , commands him to drive a- 
way , and having ewo Braves or Ruffiens with him, they diſpoſe, or rather inforce the humor 
of his Son Sturio topaticnce, as _— himſelf, they carry ba to Naples, where a Brigan- 
tine being purpoſely prepared, he ſhippeth over his Son forthe Iland of Capri, or Capres 
( long fince, Se3anus his ambition cauſed Tiberius to ſojourn, whiles he played the per= 
ty King, and domincered as Emperour at Rome in his abſence ) and gives him to the keeping 
and guard of Scignior A!phonſus Driſſa, Captain of that Iland, with requeſt and charge nor to 
permir him to recurn for che main, torche cerm of one whole year, withour his expreſs order 
co the contrary. | | 

© Iris for none but for Lovers'to judge, how tenderly Sturio and his ſweet Lady Pauline 
grieve at the news of this their ſudden and ungxp-fed ſeparation : yea; their fighs and tears 
are {© infinite for this their diſaſter, as all the words of the world arc not capable to expreſſe 
them, As for Pauline , ſhc had fo long and fo bicretly wepr for ker brochers death , as it was 
a meer cruelty of ſorrow , to.inforce her tg play any further part in ſorrow, for the departure 


and captivity: of her Lover Sturie :: but her affiictions falling in, cach on the neck 
Cal cation of the waves of the Sca, occalioncd by the breath and blaſt of Borees ) threaten 
er not onely with preſent fickne(s, bur with approaching death. Again, ſh: of 
Bertolin!'s ſafety and proſperity in Cicilia, where he triumphs in his viftory , for killing her 
Brother Brellat:;/ and like a baſe Gentleman, continually cre&s his Trophes of derraftion up- 
on the ruins and tomb of hee honour : and theſe conſiderations (like reſerved affl:&ions ) 
again newly afflit and torment her 3 fo as having loſt her jewel and her joy , her Brother and 
her Lover , Brellati and Sturis, (he begins to be extreme fick, weak 4 and faint; yea, the Raſes 
of her checks aretransformed co Lillicsz the relucenc luſtre of her cycs , to dimnehy and ob» 
ſcurityz and 0 uſe but a word, not onely herhcorr, bat her-tongue begins co fail, and wo firike 
fail ro immoderate ſorrow and diſconſolation. ''Hor parents and friends hereat, and 
farre the more, in veſpeRt they know not how to remedy it's and for her ſelf, if ſhe enjoy any, 
comfort in chis life, jc is oncly in that ſhe ſhall ſhortly leave it, to enjoy that of a becter,, 
Thus whiles ſorrow, vcxation and fe make haſtc co ſpin out the thred and web of her 
life , if ber grieft arc extreme and inſupportable in Rowe; no lefl> arc choſe of her Lover Sth + 
rio in __ z forit frets himto the heartand gall , to ſee how his Father hath bercaved and 
betrayed him of his Miftris Paulixe's preſence, the onely content and felicity which this 
life or carth could afford him ;, a -thouſand cimes he wiſh:th himf-lf with her , and as often 
kiſſ:th her remembrance and Idea 4 and then, as their affcGons , fo their malice concurring 
and ſ(ympachizing, he again wiſh-ch. that he may be ſo happy to fight with Bertolini for the dif 
grace of his Lady Paxlinay. and {h:c< for the death of her Brother Brellati 4 and in that aff.Ri- 
on and thir revenge , he wich much affiition and no comtort , paſſ:th away many bitter daiey 
and torments , in the miſery af chis his inforced cx t« and baniſhment : and although his cu- 
riofity, and aff:&ion , or ſubcilry could never crown him with the happineſs or telicity ra 
free himſelf of his guards and captivity , and fo to ſteal away from that Hand in ſome Foilt 
or Galley for the main; yer underſtanding . that ewo dayes after there was one bound for the 
Port. of Civita Vetcha, he, to ceftific his aff &ion, conſtancy , and rorments to his dear and fair 
Pauline y takes occalion to write her a L:tcer to, Rowe, the which , that it might come the 
ſafer to her own hands, hz incloſeth in another, to an intimate dear friend of his; The ©& 
nour of his Lecter was thus, * 


1 
A 


© STURIO 
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STUR1O tw PAULINA, 


Know not whether I mort grieve at my abſence from theethan at the manner thereof ; yet ſure T tm, 
Tis both conjoyn'd, make me in tbis Iland of rr. » feel the torments, not of « ſergned Pur- 
gatory but of a true Hell. It was my purpoſe to condole with thee for the untimely death of thy Bro- 
ther 3 it is now not oncly my reſolution, but my pradice , tomourn with my ſelf for thy b anifhnent , 
or rather with thee for mine ; and when my jorrows bave moit need of conſolation, then again that 
conſolation findes moſt cauſe of ſorrow; for thinking of Bertolini, we thinks T ſee thy falſe dilpa- 
ragement 01 bis malictous tongue , and thy Brother Brellati bis true death dn bis bloody Sword ;, and 
yet kave neither the honour or bappineſſe to reveng? either 3, and, which is worſe, not be perminted to 
know where be is , that 1 may revenge them, ButI wiſh I were onely incident and obliged to. ſup- 
port this aff-ion , conditionally thou wert extmpt thereof , or that T might know the limits and te- 
riod of our abſence , thereby to bope for au end and remedy thereof, which now I can find no matives 
to know, nor Cauſe to bope, O that T bave often envyed Leanders bappineſſe ' And if Love could 
make any impoſſib:lities poſſible, the Mediterranean. Sea ſhould long ſince have been, my Helleſpont; 
my Body my wir my Arms my Oars, to have waſted me en Abidos to thy Seftos , from my 
Caprea, to thy Rome, to thee ſweer Paulina, wy wnely fair and dear Hero. And although ihe 
conjtancy and fervency of. my love to thee, ſuggeſt me many mwventions to eſcape the miſery of my 
exile, yer the Argus eyes of my Fathers malice, in that of my Guardians ealouſie , Cannot be inthay- 
tedor lulled afletp with the melody of ſo unfortunate a Mercury as my ſelf : but time ſhall ſhortly ati 
andfiniſh what impatience cannot 3 till when , dear and ſweet Paulina, retein me inthy thoughts, as 
I dee thee in heart and memory ; and doubt not but a few weeks will make us as happy, as we are now 
miſer able. 


STURIO. 


Paulina, in the middeſt of her ſorrows and ficknefſc, receives this Letter from her bsft and 
deareſt friend Stwris , and although ſhe rejoice to: hear of hiv health and welfare in Capres 
ſhe ixmore glad', that the extremity of her. fickneſs and weakneſs inform her, ſhe ſhall 
Fomtly dye in Rome : for vanquiſhed with afflictions,, and overcome with variety of grief: and 
diſcontents , ſhe in conceie y hath left this world, and is by this time half in hee 
pn Pirrimage towards Heaven , yet inlove toher dear Stzrio, who wrote her this 
ind Letter, he will norbe ſo unkind, but will kiff: ic for hls ſake char ſent it her ; and perw 
adventure if ſh: had been ſo happy,' that he mighe have been the bearer and deliverer thereof 
himſclf, or thathe had born and delivercd himſclt.to her inſtead of his Lecter, be might then 
have given ſome ort to her ſorrows , and fome conſolation to her diſcontents and affliQi- 
ons, whereas now ſceing him exiled and mewed up in Co without any apparence of re« 
curn , ſhe ſces ſhe hath more reaſon to flye to her old deſpair, than to any new ; and 
fo wiſheth the dcfired hour were at laſt come , wherein ſhe mighe give her laft farewell to this 
world : but __ p_—_— and ovcr-rcading, his Letter, ſhe findes it full fraught with love 
and affc&ion towards her; and cherefore diſdaining to preve ingrateſull ro any, eſpecially to 
Sturio, who is ſokind and courtcous to her, calls tor pen and paper, and by his own convey= 
ance returns him this Anſwer. 


PAULINA to STURI1O, 


Cannot rightly define whether the receipt of thy Letter made me more glad, or the contents forrow+ 
Jl fall: for as I mfinitely rejeyced 10 underſtand thon wert living , ſo 1 extremely grieved to bear 
there was no certainty of thy releaſement and return. Whether or no Caprea te thy Purgatory, 1 
know not , but ſure T am, Romeis my Hell, fthT cannot be there with thee , nor thay bere with 
me; and as I lamented with ſighs I oonld not dye with my brother , ſo I grieve wnbteares, that I 
Cannot live with thee. But why write I of living,” when bis mournful Tragedy , and thy diſafterons 
Exile bath made me more ready to dye than live , or rather not fit to live , * dye? For, deſpairing 


of thy return, bow can I bope for comfort , fith it onely lived in thy preſence, as wy beart and j 
% in thee? As for B:rtolini's folly to me » and crime t0 my Brother , if th Sword puniſh bar 
pardon and forgive 
bim 5 


not, Gods juſt revenge will, and wiſhing this as a woman, as a Chriſtian 
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him Z and ſd I pray doe thou for my ſake, if thou wilt not that of my dead Brothers. Could rayers 
or wiſhes —_— thy return to me , my tears bad long ſince been thy H:leſponet and M.diterras 
neanSea, and my figbs bad filld the Sails of thy deſires and reſolutions , 10 have paſſedOftia , 
floared up Tiber, and landed at Rippa to me. But alaſt, aluſe ! here in remembring Hero's fe- 
licity and joy , T cannot forget my ſorrows and afflitions ; for as Leander lived in ber arms, ſo I can- 
not be ſo fortunate, either ro live or = my Seurio'sz and if now, as a skilful Mercury , thou 
couldit inveagle the eyes both of thy Fathers malice, and guardians jealoufie, yet that bappineſe 
would come too late, and out of ſeaſon for me ; for before thou ſhalt kave plotted thy flight and eſcape 
from Caprea to Rome , 1 ſhall bave ated and finiſhed mine from Rome to Heaven. I would ſend 
thee more lines, but that my weak hand and feeble fingers bave not the power, though the will, any 
longer to retain my pen. Heaven will make us happy, though Earth cannot; therefore my dear Sturio, 
let this be our laſt and beſt conſolation ; as theſe joyes are temporary and tranſitory, ſo thoſe will be 
permanent and eternal. 


PAULINA, 


This Letter of Pauline to Sturio meets with a ſpeedy paſſage from Rome to Copres, who 
receiving it, and thinking to have found her in her eruc and perfeft health, with much joy 
and aff:Qion breaks up the ſeals thereof; when, contrary to his hope and cxpeRation, under- 
ſtanding of her ficknefl: and approach to death , he tenderly and bicterly weeps at his own 
misfortune, in her diſcontctit and diſaſter ; yea, hc paſſionately and forrowſully bewaylcs his 
Fathers cruelty , in thus baniſhing him from her fighc and preſence, from the contemplation 
of whoſe beauty , and from his innate aff:C&tion to hee , the Fatces and D-ſtinics cannot baniſh 
him. Bur alaſe, unfortunate $tris! the news of thy Paulinz's ficknefſc is bur the Prologue to 
the inſuing ſorrows and afflitions that are ready to befall and ſurpriſe thee : for the news of 
her death ſhall ſhortly follow her Letter ; and if that drew ccars from thine eyes, this ſhall 
drown thine eyes in the O:can of thy Tears : ncither ſhall he-ftay long to feel the miſerable 
impetuofiry of this mourntull Storm, For ſcarce twenty daics are paſt, atter the writing of 
her Letter to Stwrio, bur Pauline Janguilhing wich grict, deſpair , ſorrow, and lickneſs, as 
a female Love-Martyr, takes h:r laft leave and farewcl of thisworld in Rome 3 ic being not in 
the power or aff:Rion of her parencs, any longer to divert her from paying this her laſt due 
and tribute unto Nature, fich we all have our lives lent, nor given us ; and therefore as we re- 
ccive, ſo muſt we repay them to our Creatour and R:decm-:r, of whom wo have firſt received 
them. 

Old Stxrio is as glad in Rome forthe d:ath of Paxline, as her Parents grieve thereat ; and 
now it is that he intends to be as happy and joyſull in his Sonnes preſence, as he hath formerly 
made himſelf ſorrowful in occaſtoning his abſence : whereupon, with all expedition, he di- 
ſparcheth a Servant of his to Caprea, with a Letter, to fignific his Son thereof, and conſe» 
quently , to recall him. This news of Paula's death infinitely afflits and torments our Stu- 
r103 forſhz being the Queen of his aff:Aions, and the ſoveraign Goddefle of his d:lights and 
defires , he reſemblerth bimſclf, and fo like a true Lover, as he is, a&cth a wonderful mourn- 
full part of ſorrow for her unwiſh:d and un:xpeftcd Dzath : he is no longer himſelf znay,fuch 
was his living aff:&ion to Paulins , and ſuch is his immoderate ſorrow for her death , as her 
will not be himſelf , becauſe ſhe is gone , who was the grearcit and chicteſt part of himſclf, But 
as wounds cannot be cured, c*c ſearched ; ſo paſſion tranſporting his thoughts beyond reaſon , 
and revenge beyond paſſion , he, for the time preſent, forſakes the effe&, to follow the cauſe, 
and fo hath no other objc before his cycs and choughts , but that of Bertolini's killing of her 
Brother Brellati, and this of his Fathers unkind baniſhing of him trom Rome to Caprea : where- 
fore, that he may our-live bis ſorrows , and apply a Lenitive to his Corrolive , he vows to re-« 
venge both. The manneris thus: 

That, as his Father deceived his hopes in carrying him from Rome to Capresz ſo hee will 
deceive thoſe of his ſaid Father , in carrying himſelf from Capres to Cicily, there to finde our 
Bertolini, and to fight with him. It is not che point of honoar, much lefſs, Judgement, and 
laſt of all, R-ligion, chat precipitatcs and chrows him on this bloody, and therefore unchari- 
table reſolution : but ic is < vanitic of his thoughts , and his living aff-&ion to his dead Mi» 
ſtris Paulina, which gives life and birth to it + for he (trampling on all difſwaſion and o 
ſition ) finding a Galley of Naples, bound from Capreato Cicily , very ſecretly imbarks him- 
ſelf in her, and contemning & imp:tuofity of the Winds , and the mercileſs mercy of _the 
Scas, lands at Palermo, where huſhing himſelf up the fickt nighc privately in his Innc,and inform- 

| ing 
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: ing himſelf that Bertolini was in that City, he, the next moro, by his Lackey, fcnds him this 
C Y 


lenge. | 
ATP STURIO coBERTOLINI. 


Aving killed my dear Paulina in the ſcandal of ber honour ,' and the death of her Brothg 

Brellatiy my afflidions and ſorrows to ſurvive her, makg me contemn mine own life , to ſeek 
thine: to which purpoſe I have left Caprea 10 finde Cicily, and in it thy ſelf, Wherefore, as thog 
art Bertolini, fail nor to meer me this Evening "twixt five and ſix of the Glock/in themext Meg 
dew, behind the Carthufians Monaſtery 3 where my ſelf , aſſiſted onely witha Chrrurgian, andthe 
choice of two ſingle Rapiers , will expeft and atten1thee. Thy Generoſity invites thee, and my Af 
feflion and Honour obligeth me , tobe the onely Guejts of this bloody Banquet. 


STURIO. 


[2 


Bertolini receives and reads this Challenge, which, to write the truth, is not ſo pleaſing to 
him , as was that of Brellati : he ſees himſelf and his honour engaged to fight, and knows not 
how to ex:mpt and free himſelf thereof. For , firſt , he contidereth that the ground of his 
D-:tence and Quarrel is not good , fith he knew in his ſoul and conſcience, that Pauline was 
as chaft as fair, and thas hee had wronged himſelf in ſecking to wrong and ſcandalize her 
then , that he perfeRly underſtood Sturio was valiant and generous, yea, and very expert and 
skilfull in handling his Weapons 3 and withall , chat fingle combats were variable , and onely 
conſtant in unconftancie : ſo that he-began not onely to doubt, but fear , that as he had kill> 
ed Brellati, ſo Sturiowas reſerved to kill him z bur again, confidering-rhat his birth and 
blood was noble, it contrariwiſe fo inciced and animatcd his courage , and inflamed, and (cr an 
edge on his Generofity , as with a kind of unwilling willingnefſe he accepts of Sturio's Chal- 
lenge 3 and fo bade his Lackey tell his Maſter from him, chat he would nor fail to mcer him, to 
give him his welcome to Palcrmo. The Clock ftrikes five, and long before fix,our two you 
Gentlemen come ride into the Field ; where, giving thcic Horſes to their Chirurgians, wi 
command not to ſtir till their duty and office call them, they both draw; and ſo approach cach 
other : bur although this fury of theirs begin in blood , it ſhall not here end in death, 
At the firſt comming up, Sturio wards Bertelin:'s thraft, and runnes him into the right flank, 
of a deep wound ; at the ſecond, he wounds him again in the neck , which draws much blood 
from him ; neither is the third m:cting more propitious, or leffc fatall to bim 5 for S$trxrio, 
without r:ceiving avy touch or ſcarre , gives him a third wound berwixt his ſmall ribs ; where- 
at his courage fcareth, -and his ſtrength faintcrh 3 when willing ro ſave his life , though with 
the lofi: of his honour , he throws away his Rapicr , and with his Hat in hand, begs his like 
of Sturio, and with as much truth as integrity , confcficth, and voweth that he is infinitely ſor- 
rowful and repentant for the ſcandal delivered againſt the honour of his moſt fair and chafie 
Lady P alia, for the which he craves pardon and remiflion. Sturio is aftoniſhed at this uncx- 
peRted and cowardly att of Bertolini ; whereat he bitcs his lip, but I know not whether more 
with diſdain than anger ; oncly at firſt the remembrance of Brellati and P axtliza's deaths , for 
the preſent make him mexorable to ks requeſt and ſubmiſſion : but at laſt, making reaſon givea 
law to Choler , and Religion to Revenge, and confidering that he was more than a Man , fich 
a Chriſtian, as alſo that the Juftre of his blood and extraftion, had diſtinguiſhed him from the 
vulgar, and ſo made him honourable and noble , hey not as a crucl Typer, but as « generous 
Lyon, diſdaincth toblemiſh his reputation and valour , in killing a diſarmed man ; and fo his 
honour outbraving his valour and revenge, he as a truly noble Gentleman , gives Bertolini his 
life , as holding himſelf ſatisficd , by having righted the honour of his dead Miſtris Pauline, 
In Bertolini's confcſſion and contrition. So they ſh:ath up their ſwords, and like loving fricnds, 
return together into the City , where Sturio preparcth for his departure , and Bertolini betakey 
himſelf to have his wounds drefſcd and cured. | 

This Combate, -or Dacl, isnot fo ſecretly carryed berwixt them and their Chicurgians, 
but all Palermo reſounds and prartles thereof; and which ismore, this news ſpeedily ſailes 
from Cicily to Naples, and from thence rides poſt ro Kome , where - Sturio and Bertolini likd- 
wiſe in ſhort ſpace arrive ;, bur firft comes Sturio, then Bertolini, whoſc Father by this time 
hath obtained his pardon for killing of Brel{ati: The Nobiliry and Gentry of Rome ſpeak di- 
verſly and differently of our two late returned Gallants; ſome, - out of reaſon, highly opp 

turio's 
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$turio's wich Berto/ini, occafioned through his aff.&tion to his dead Mittrefſe Pauline; 
and then his humanity and curtefic (hewed and extended him, in giving him hier life : 0- 
thers, our of the errors of youth and vanity , tax and condemn him for not diſpatching and 
killing him : Again , many cx:0l Bertoler's valour in killing Brelati , but all taung and tax 
him for his Cowardiſc, in nor fightigg it out with Srurio; and which is worſe, for diſgrace- 
fully begging, and receiving his life of him. ; 4 es lead 
Bertolini this ſcandal thrown and retorted on him, to be = diftaſtful and diſhonoura- 
ble z. infomach as he cannot relliſh it , but with diſcontent, nor digeſt it , but with extreme 
indignation and choler 3 which throws him fo violently on the execrable humour of revenge z 
as he vows to make Sturio pay dear for giving too much liberty to his tongue, to the prejudice 
of his honour and reputation. | 

Paft up thus with theſe three execrable humoars and vices, diſdain, en'Ys and revenge z 
whereof the leaſt is great and capable enough to ruin both a forrune and a life, he , out of a 
wretched reſolution ( unworthy the gencrofity of a Gentleman ) not oriely forgets Stario his 
fingular courtefic in giving him his life , when it lay in his power and pleaſure to take it from 
him , but alſo remembreth, and that in remembrance refolveth to repay him with the un- 
grateful —_— » and mournful intercſt of depriving him of his. O extreme ingraticude 1 O 
uncharitable and baſe reſolution! Yea , he is ſo devoyd of reaſon, and che purity of his ſoul 
and conſcience ſo contaminated aud vilified with the contemplation and objctt of blood, as 
-— way thereto, and reſolves thercon 3 yea , permits ico forſake G O D, of purpoſe 
ly to follow the D:vil. Yea, his choughts are ſo ſurpriſed and taken up with this ex> 
crable and helliſh reſolution of Martker , as he thinkes of nothing clfe but of che means and 
manager how to diſparch Stxrio, and ſo to ſend him in a bloody Winding- ſheer from this 
life to another. To fight with him again in the ficld , he dares not; to aſſaſſinate and murther 
him in his bed , he cannot, ſich he muſt paſs five or (ix ſeverall chambers, cre he .can come at 
his; and to piftoll him in the open ſtreer , though ig be lef(: difficult, yer he findes it moſt 
dangerous, fith he ſces Stwrio till wene better followed and accompanyed than himſelf, as 
Indeed being farre more eminent of Birth , and more noble of extraftion than himſelf. Bur 
hee ſhall want no invention to accompliſh and bring this his bloody refolution to paſſ:, for if 
he fail thereof, the Devil is fill at his clbow to prompr and inftrut him therein yea, his 
Impicty is grown fo ftrong with the D:vil, and bis Faith fo weak withGO D, as now 
- oy over the Records of his Revenige , he at laſt reſolves to ſhoot Stwurio from a 
, with a Pertronel, as he paſfeth the ftrect : and upon the attempt and finiſhing of 

this hclliſh ftratagem and bloody Tragedy , the Dzvil and he ftrike bands 3 and conclude it 5 
the contriving and perpetrating whereof ſhall in the end firangle bim, becauſe he was fo 
prophane and gracel:{s az he would not ftrangle the firſt concgir thereof in their births and con- 


beguty and ldca 
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Fi 


was in his affc&ion toher' 


power inforce himfor tofet divers; yet his will can never by any 
ced for to love any, as having inviolably contraftcd himſelf ro this definitive reſolution , 
rage could not bs Pdiline's husband, he will never wed hinnſclf toary other Wife than 
& __ | 
And here 1begin to write rather with tcars than ink , when I apprehend and confider 
how ſoon our poor and innocent Ftario ſhall bz by the bloody hand of Bertolini layd in his 


un- 


«: 


—— — 
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ſecond danger, as fortunatcly as he did his firſt ; by. flying into the k 


untortunare and untimely Grave. Ah Sturio, Stario , hadft rhou been more vindiCtive, and 
leſſ: generous and compaſſionate, thon hadſt prevented thy death by killing Bertolinz , when 
thy valour in Capree tormerly reduced and expoſed him to the mercy of thy-Sword ; or if 
thou hadſt belizvcd this Maxim, that dead men can never offend or hurt, thou needfi nor 
have relyed and truſted upon the falſe promiſes of an incenſed and irreconcileable cnemy , bay 
what ſball 1fay ? It was not thy honour , but Bertolini's infamy, which haftencth and procu- 
reth thy death. O that thou ſhouldeſt be ſorrue a friend to thine enemy , and hee prove {@ 
deadly anencmy to thee his true friend ! Sturio gave Bertolini his life , and Bertelint in; re« 
quitall wil} give Sturo his death : but ſuch monftrous and bloody ingratitude will neyee 
go unpuniſhed of God ; for as it is odious to Earth, ſo it is execrable to Heaven: Bur I mug 
bee ſo unfortunate to bring this deplorable Tragedy upon the Theater of this Hiftory, A 
miſery of miſerics , that we are many times neareſt our ends, when wee think our ſelves far. 
theft fromthem; and ( not to ruſh into the ſacred and ſecret cloſer of' Gods inſcrutable 
rovidence )) I can finde no other pregnant reaſon thereof , either in Divinity or Nature, 
ba that at all cinies, andin all places, we ſhould bee ſtill prepared and ready fordeath , ere 
death for us , and not protrafting or procraſtinating the hour thereof ; but that whenſoever 
it ſhall pleaſe God for to call us to him, or himſclt to us, that (like good and pious Chris 
ftians) dcath may Rill finde us alwaycs armed for to meet , never unprovided for to incouns 
ter It, 
But Bertolini is fo obftinate in his malice, arid ſo wretchedly implacable in his reve 
as underftanding that $:4rio is accuſtomed to goe to his Mornings Mzfſc at the EngliſhCob 
lege, he provides both himſelf, and his Petronel charged with a brace of Bullets ; or rather 
the Devil provides both the Bullets, the Pctronel, and himfelf;z and ſo, watching the ads 
vantage of Fi hour and time, on a Munday morning, a little after the Cardinals, Farnefi 
and Caponius were ridden with their trains to the Confiftory , putting himſelf into an uns 
known houſe betwixt the ſaid Engliſh College and the Palace of Farneſi, he having his Cock 
bent, and ſceing Sturio comming inthe ftreet , upon his prancing Barbary Horſe and Fook 
cloth, like a graccleſs and bloody villain ( having neither the fear of God , nor the ſalvation 
or damnation of his ſoul before his cycs, nor once imagining that he ſhoots at the Majcſty of 
God the Creatour ,,..in killing and defacing Man, his Image and Creature ) lets flye at him; 
and the Devil had made him ſo curious and expert a/Mark-man » as both the Bullets pierce the 
wrunk of his breaft 3 with which mortal wounds our innocent Sturio, no longer able to fic: his 
Horſe, tumbles down dead to the graund, without having the power to utter a word, but onely 
to breath forth two or three lamentable and deadly groans. And this was the unfortunate and 
mournful end of this noble Gentleman Sturio, which I cannot relate wichour ſighs, nor remems 
ber without tears. | _.. | | Ry, ,. 
This bloody Tragedy , a&ed on fo brave a Gallant , in the very bowels and heart of Rows, 
doth extremely amaze, and draw all the Speftatours ro lamentation and mourning , and: his Þ 
two ſervants » who walked by his Horſe-fide , are ſo buſic in lifcing him up,, and rubbing the 
cs of their dead Maſtcr , as they forget to reſearch and inquire for his Murtherer ; but 


the Afſiftants, and the ftanders by, hearing the report of the Peece , and not ncly ſeeing the 


ſmoak in the window and air , but this noble Gentleman dead. in the ftrecty they aſcend 
thehouſe, and finde the Petronel on the Table, but the Shooter fled away , upon a ſwih 
Spaniſh Gennet, by the back door, they of the houſe affirming with tcars in their cyes, tha 
they knew not the Gentleman that did ity neither was it intheir. powers to top or prevent. his 


Fic Fatal and mournful news diſperſed and ſpread o'r the City of Rome z the Serjeants 
and Captains guard are buſic to find out the Murther , who by this time they know to be 


nior Bertolini 3 but being gallandly mounted , he ſpeeds away thorow the ftreets amain , and is 
far from deſpair, as he makes nodoubt but to recover the Laterau Gate, and to. eſcape this his 


lagdom of Naples ; but 


his hopes ſhall deccive him z for if he bought Bre!lat!'s murther at an eakc rate, God hathnow 


. ordained and decreed that he ſhall pay dear for this his opad.of Sturio : and lo, herethe im- 


ous ſtorm of Gods juſt revenge and indignationnow im, when he leaſt feares of 
Es chan he went wr . 


| | {VB} | 
As hc was ſwiftly galloping thorow Campo de Fuoge (the blike place where the 
(that Antichrift of Rowe ) burns the children & God = the I of his ably 


+ * 


> te bender at the farther'end thereof , with an intent to towards the back-fide of 
: Capitol, behold, two Brick-layers, building of a houſe upon a Scaffold , two h_ 
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of Starj' 


— 

3 

under him, 
alter, 


here- 


vey him to prifþ 
thers, cre we 


' Ho thelec ag of Bertolins his iniÞiciſe 
where at firſt the Devil ts. fo, ftrong with; him , as he. 


' L co perpctrate 
this crucl and impious M of and bitterly repented 
himſelf. . W th, 

But the arrow of Gods wrath and Revenge is now ful 
Its were againſt Stwrio: fo as his facred Majefty, caui 


againſt Bertolini, as his bul- 
; ze Judges to reſemble themſelves, 
they are deaf to his requeſts, and tell him, snot hisy or his ambition, but the Devil 
that hath ſeduced and drawn him to perform this bloodyMurther : and fo for expiation there» 
of, they, in confideration he is a Roman Gintleman, nebly deſcended, will not hang him, 
bur adjudge his ewo hands to be cur off Before the houſe where he ſhox at Sturio, and 
then afterwards to be beheaded at the Common Place of Execution , at the fooe of 
Saint Angeles Bridge, his head to be ſer upon a Pole, over Saint Fobn de Laterans gate , and 
his body to de thrown into Tiber ; which the next day was acco ingly exccuted in preſence 
of tnany thouſand people of both Scx:8, and of all Ranks, noewithftanding the importunate 
. folicications which his Father made to Cardinal Borgheſe (the Pope Paulus Buintus Nephew) 
- tothe contrary z who was too noble and generous to affiſt him in ſo baſe and ignoble a 
Murther. 

And theſe were the lives and deaths of theſe three unfortunate Rowan Gentlemen, Brellati, 
Sturio, and Bertolini, and of that beautiful, chafte, and ſorrowful Lady Pauline. And here 
to conclude and ſhut up this their mournful Hiſtory : 1 have been informed, that the curious 
wits of Rome made many exquiſite Epiraphs upon the deaths 'of Sturio and Pauline, as alſo 
that Bertolixi mad: a Religious and moſt Chriſtian ſpeech at his end , of which I muſt confeſs 
I was not ſo happy to recover the fight, or Copies of cither : for if I bad, Iwould not have 
failed to have ed, and placed themat the end do” Hiſtory, to have ſerved as a 
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ſiehtand recreation of my Reader. But I muſt (juſtly ) crave excuſe herein : for my curioliry 


{ them, though my unfortunacy found them not, And becauſe t wholly aim rather 
prde han pleaſe my Rader letus forget the ſhadows, to remember the ſubſtance, ml 


look from the to the Moral of this Hiſtory : that the foul example of Berto/ini's crime of 


Marther, and the jaftneſs of his puniſhment, may make us Icfs bloody, and more compaſſionate 
and charitable to our Chriſtian brethren, and conſequently more pious towards God, of whom 
we all bear the living Image, and truc and lively charader. 


FINIS. 


and ornament thereunto, in interlacing my Proſe with others verſes, for the better ds. 
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Lord Chamberlain to. his Majeſty, Knight L- the 
thrice Noble Order of the Garter, and one of the Lords 
of his moſt Honourable Privy Council, 


—_ peas 


"?1L% is not your. Dignity, but. your Virtues; 
not;your Greatzeſe , but your Goodneſs, 
which firſt conjured my attcqion, then 
commanded my.refolution to dire& theſe 
( fotcin ) Tragical Hiflories to your Ho- 
ours Precifine and Patronage : ' For, 
others ( ſayling with the corrupt Tide 
and Current of the Times) not onely ad- 
mire, but adore the exteriour parts 0 

men, their Fortuzes I, for my part, both 
honour and reverence their interiour qualities,and ornaments,P;ety, 
N 3. Fidelity , 
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Fidelity, Generoſity ( three Daughters of Heaven, embling and perſo« 
nating the three Heavenly Graces on Earth, Faith, Hope, Charity ) 
who tranſport and conveigh our Memories as farre as the limits of 
Tame, anda degree beyondit, and(on the wings of Truth) mount 
our Fames from Ezrthto Heaven, from Envy to Glory, and from 
Mortality to Eternity. Not but that [ every way reſpe@ and honour 
that blood which is Noble, but that I yet more dearly honour, and 
deeply affe&t thoſe Virtues which have a ſecret, and (as I may juſtly 
fay ) afacred powerin them to ennoble Nobility, both which tran- 
ſcendent Privileges, finding hand in hand cheerfully march, and 
really to ſimpathize in your Honour ( fith upon the reſplendent 
huftre of our ations, Envy is not capable to inſinuate a blemiſh, 
nor Detrafion of power to introduce or inforce a diſparagement) 
was the ſole cronditng motive of this my Zeal and Ambition. And 
when Iconſider that the Morality, Ends, and Puniſhments of theſe 
foul andcrying Sins of Murther, which my two former Books (of 
this nature) have _ related and divulged to the world, have | 
not onely been approved, but applauded of our moſt Excellent and 
Sacred King ( as onely aiming at Gods glory, and our own refor. 
mation and preſcryation) I ratherhope than deſpair, that this 
Third ( wherein the juſt revenge of God, the Great and Supreame 
King of Kings, isno leſſe apparent and conſpicuous) will be a 
tedof your Howour. Again, it fights againſt Murther, which not 
onely ſeeks to ſlay Huwenity, but therein to murther Religion, which 
1s the Life and Soxl thereof, It denounceth War againſt Natureand 
Grace, againſt the Divine Ordinances of Heawez, and the CoaQve 
and Penal Laws of Eertb, whereby they are cſtablifſhed and main- 
tained, as being the Ciment and Sinews, the Veines and Arteries of 
Monerchies and Common-weales ; as alſo againſt the Majeſty of GOD, 
and the Crowns and Dignitics of Severergn Kings and Princes , his 
Royal Deputies and Yicegerents here on Earth, fith thereby he loſeth 
fouls, and theſe ſubjes; yea, ſo general, and prodigious a progreſ- 
fion doth this Scarlet Sinne of premeditated and wilfull Murther 
make in the univerſall World, and with fo _—Y a deluge and in- 
undation, it not onely waſhes, but ( as it were )drowns the face of 


Chriſttan, that we have now farre truer cauſe tocry out, and juſtet 
reaſon tocxclame than Quintus Catulus ( ſo many centuries of yeares 
fince) O with whom, or where ſhall we live in ſaftty , ſith in Wars we 
kill thoſe who are armed,and in peace who are unarmed ?Yea,your Honour, 
who ( with a bappy conſtancy, and conſtant happineſſe ) is ſtill a 

profciſed Champion for Charitie againſt Envie, and a Twtelary Pro- 


teor 
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teQor for Virtue againſt Yice ( whiles divers great ones of the World 
make it not onely their practice, but their glory to perform the 
contrary )) will, I hope, run over theſe monruful Hiſtories ( and the 
ſeveral accidents they relate }) with your eye of pitty and ſpirit of 
compaſſion ; and therein with a religious joy, and pious inſultati- 
on, not onely admire the Providence, but applaudand magnifie the 
ice of God, in ſo timely cutting off thele Monſters of Natare ; 
and bloody Butchers of Mankznde, with theſe their condign puniſh- 
ments and deſcrved deaths : In which Hope and Confidence, this 
Book isno more mine, but your Heroxrs, and no lefſe whee who 
colle&ed and pennedit ; and that my Name may futurely oblige 
me to make this preſent promiſe of my Pen real : Whiles tnany 0- 
thers (in a virtuous emulation ) contend to deſerve the Hononr of 
your Favour , and ſtrive to purchaſe the felicity of your Command , 
noneſhall doe it with more Integrity, and lefſe Vanity, than 


Tor Hononrs truly devoted - 


JOHN REYNOLDS: 


Gods revenge againſt the Grying and Ex 
ecrable Sinne of Murther. 


HISTORY &xL 


De Salez killeth Vaumartia iz « Due!: La Hay cauſeth Michaelle to La Frange : De Sales 
loves La Hay , and becauſe his Funtar Rog or an) ah ber , ftifleth bim ins 
bis bed, and then takes ber to his wife : She turns Strunepet, and ents bis throat 3 as be is dying 
be accuſeth her of this bloody fa& , and bimſelf for murtbering bis father : ſo his 
body is hang'd tothe Gallows, then burm : La Hay confeſſeth this Murther , and likewiſe that ſhe 
cauſed Michaclle to poyſon La Frange : ſhe bath ber right band cut off, and is then alive : 
Michaclle is brgken on the wheels , and bis dead body thrown inio the Kiver. 


' A Lthough our perverſe Nature, 'and rebellious thoughts may for a while make us eftcem 
At to be no Vice, and Murther a Virtac, yes if we will pon. hes our Faith, and 
ſolook from our ſclvcs to our ſouls, from Earth to Heaven, and from Satan to God, wee ſhall 
chca affuredly finde, that hating our Chriftian Brother , we hate Chriſt who made us Brothers; 
and ing him , that we maliciouſly and panapnorentie Chilby 
whom wc » without whom we cannot be ſaved. Bug if we will turn Achcifts, and believe 
there is a Heaven, bur no God z or Dzvils, and ſay there is a God , bus no ea Gan an 
charitable Tencne of Envy may be held Gs RY HS. 

becauſe priviledged, clſe not.. Wherefore ler us who are Chriſtians reſend this 
and dodtrine of Devils, to Hell from whence it firft came, and to the Devill himfelf who 
mommy oper Te ohne wand rl homme ar > wen 
perpetrate it, without | | in i infallibly 
ve wofall fore-runn:zrs of one mifory;; and the wretched Heralds of our perdition: Az the 
bloody Aﬀtors of this infuing mournful Hiſtory will make good 5; and inflance to us Row 
elves 


i] 
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" to leave the Warre for Peace, 
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ſclves when the ſevere judgements and puniſhments of G OD betelt chem to ſuddenly , as 
it was too late for them<cicher to revoke or bewail the enormity of theſe their foul and inter- 
nall crimes. 


Thelyuſe ( as well for greatnefſ: as ſtate, the thitd City and Court of Parliamgnt of France) 


, is theÞlzce wherein we ſhall underſtand, there waslatcly commirred and perpetrated, a tragj- 
bal Bl | 
' and depaint in their naked colourg, we muſt underſtand that therein lived a Councellour of 


which hath many mournſul , and bloody dependances; the which to branch forch, 


that famous Coxrt ( being arich Gentleman, well deſcended ) tearmed Monſieur de Argentier, 
whoſe Wiſe being deccafcd , left himfather.oncly to one hopefall Son, of the age of two and 
twenty years, termed Monſiexr de Salez, who being wholly addiftcd ro the Wars ( from which 
Martiall*Profeffion ic was impoſlible for his old Father to divert and withdraw him) he pro- 
cured hjm an Enfignes place ander Moxfieur de Requelaure, whom he ſerved in the Adriatick 
Sca ,' under the Noble and Generous Venetians, who then ftood rather j:alous than fearfull of 
the pOWer and greatnefſe of Spain; but the Chymera of that War ( after the rerm of three 
or f6ur ycarcs)) bcing vaniſhed and/blown away, and conſequently betwixt thoſe rwo mighty 
Lates;z a new Peace contrafted andconcluded, althongh the old had not been aftually broken 
and: decelcrated) home returnes Monfienr de Roguelaure, for Gaſcogny, and with him De Saks 
for —_ and Tholouſe , where hee is received of 'his Father with much content and joy, 
notthat he is contented to ſee his Son profeſie theſe Military courſes ( which only affords the 
fmoak/gf Honour , and not the ſolidity of Profit }) but rather that hee cxceedingly rejoyced 
him'to fee him return therefrom 3 and from whence, if he cannot hope that his requeſts wi 

ſolely divert him, yer he is reſolved and affured chat his commands both will and ſhall. To 
which end (as any humour is ſooneſt ſubje& to be expelled and defaced by its contrary )o the 


- old Counccllour having as much Fudgement and Providence in his head , as his Sonne hath 


Fagity in his thonghts, and Rafxeſſe- in his reſolutions , doth both requeſt and command 
for Love, the Camp for the City , and his Captain 
hand fight under the Banners of Mars and Be1lena, but 


menexs; to which cffc&, he profers him the choice of 


fora Wife, and ſonolonger to 
under the Standards of Venus and 


' many rich and fair young Gentlewomen of the Country to his Wife 3 but eſpecially ( and with 


Farre more carnefinefſe than any other ) to an excecding rich match in the City, which was 
a young Gentlewoman termed Le Frange , being the onely childe of Monſiexr de Clugny , one 
of the moſt tamous and richeſt Preſidents of that Court , young of yeares, as being butfixteen 
or ſeventcen, but withall deformed -both- in favour and body ; for ſkc was of a browa and 
ſoure complexion , and not onely a Dwarfe in ftature, but alſo exceeding crook-back'd , 
and yet beyond meaſure very amorous and d:firous ef a Husband : onely the endow- 
ments of her minde moſt richly recorgpenced/and made ſatisfattion for the defeRs of her body 
for ſhe had an aftive and nimble wir, a ſweet and ſugred tongue , a rich memory , and a pow» 
erfull and happy judgement , and was indeed an excellent Dancer, and Singer, and withall a 
moſt perfet' and exquiſite Muſician ; But as yet De Salez Warlike and Generous reſolution 
ald not be ſo ſoon made flexible, to embrace the motion of a Wife, and fo returns his de- 
nyal inftcad of his conſent : But his wiſcold Father Argentier , being therefore the more curi- 
ous of his Sonne De Salez his proſperity and welfare, becauſe hee apparently ſaw he no way 
regarded, but every way negle&ed it himſelf ( his Sonnes exorbitant reſolution notwithſtand- 
ing ) alchough he knew that Madmoy ſelle La Frange had many noble Sutors, who ſought her in 
Mariage; yet relying upon his ancient acquaintance and familiarity with the Prefidene De 
Clugny , and alſo that that Daughter of his, and this his Sonne were of borh partics their 
onely children. He taking timeat advantage, breaks with him about this Match : whezcunto 
De Gtugny hearkens rather with delight than diftate : for if there were any diſparity in the 
dignity-of their Offices, he well knows, that Argentiers blood and wealth did at leaft 
lizz, if not exceed his: or if he conceited any ſcruple in his thoughts which impugned, or 
Rs it was onely becauſe De Salez was a Souldier , and not aLawyer, and - 
yd to uſe his 'Sword before his Pen, and to wear and preferre a Scarlet Cloak before 
a Black. Bat then again , theſe repugnant and averſe reaſons were as ſoon buried, as born, 


and defaced, as conceived and engraven int him; when hee Tonfidercd that he himſelf in bis 

adolenſcy was of the fame humour and inclination , and therefore that Experience had made 

him a Preſident to himſelf, that Time was both the reformer and refiner of manners, and that 

( in all well-born, and well-bred ſpirits) the Precepts of a Father, and the ſweer converſation 

- and Counſel of a Wiſe , had power to metamorphoſe the conditions of —_— Hasband $ wher- 
y agreed on —_— 

0 


upon the old Fathers often mect and conſult hereon, and fo being 
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likewiſe appoiac a ſolemn mecting for their children, bue the ctfe&t and iffue of this 
erg An won will not correſpond and anſwer their defires. 
La Frange (a8 we have formerly ſaid) being deformed and «r2ok-backt, was no oy agree= 
able but difpleaſing ro De Salez, z but he _ atall, and nea;-.imbred Gentleman, of a. fair 
and feminine complexion , the inſtantly moft tenderly aff:Gted, and dearly laved him. In a 
word, I muftrequeſt the curioficy of the Reader bricfly ro be informed and advertiſed, that as 
ſhe beheld him witch che eyes of Love and Defire, ſo did he her with thoſe of contempt and diſ- 
' gain, {hc building Caſtles of content inthe air of her thoughts and hopes, that Heaven would 
make him hen huzaband 3 and he rafing both her and her niemory out of that of his contem- 
plations , vowing that Earth ſhould never make ber his wife. Thus though the Parems have 
alrcady (hat up the Contra@, yet their children ſhall never live to celebrate the Nuptials ; for 
we ſhall ſce diverſity of Tragica! Accidents which arc providing; and almoſt ready tor oppoſe 
and impugn it. Parents thiakto be the cauſes, but GOD will fill be the Author .of Marri- 
z tor if his ſacred and divine Maje/ty make them not firſt in Heaven, they ſhall never fee , 
ſolemnizcd nor conſummated on &arth. = 
And here, to make an orderly progreſſion in this Hiftory , the Reader muſt likewiſe under- 
ſtand, thar of all other of Le Frenges Sutegg y none ſought her with ſo much importunity 
and imparicncy , as the Buron of Vaumaertin , whoſe chicfeſt houſe and lands lay berwixt 
Aigue-mortes and Narbone (a Nobleman of ſome thirty years old) who (like many others of 


was Now 

and ſeek her of her father and (elf in 
ion of this Hiſtory , we muſt likew 
of a ſwart complexion, a dwarf of ftature, and every way as'crook-backe as Les Frauge;: 
which the more flattered him in his hopes , and egged him on in his purſuit , hoping indeed 
(ough with as mach Vanity a Ignorance) that this their corporal Reſcrablance would thi: 

induce and draw her to affeCt him : but his Arithmetick; or rather his Fudgrnext will 

deceive him : for itis conformity of Humors and Inclinations, and not of: facts and bodicy;: 
which breeds and inflames a ſymwpathie in affeRtions. Bur he is teſolute in his reſearch ; and{ſo- 
better loving the fathers wealth, than the daughters Beeuty, he well aflifted and followed {with 
atrain and cquipage worthy of his birth, and her merit) firſt ſecks the danhter of tier farhers. 
then her (elf of her ſelf. As for the old Preſident de Clugny, he hath beard of his ; 
pranks and ryots in Paris , and therefore vows chat his wealth uu with wiſdom, and: 
chaſed with providence, ſtudy , and care in his Age, ſhall never .pay for the | 
rleaſures and vicious prodigalicies of his Youth : «nd ſo. wick magy verball 
ments ( reſolving that he (ball never triumph in the Conqueſt of his Danger.) ke id 


tearms puts him off, | TOUe 
As for Le Frenge her ſelf, the ſweetnefſe of De Selex, complexi 
deeply imprinted in her heart and: thoughes, that it is poſſible rartin oo: firide 
x a rmx or cntrancez for ſhee ſpeaks of none ' bur- ds  Salez; thinks of none*bas* 

De Salexz., nor wiſhath her (lf wi but with De Salezs: + ſhe wonders 
a Y aumartix's  fiwplicity, in ſcckiog. her his Wite- :; ) 


os 
permit me to MD . 
| Sts, that both day 
and night, ſhe times with-fighs, ſomctimcs with tears; wiſherh her felf cicher impaled fn 
af- 


. Now by this time Vaumeriin bath full notice and advertiſement of. her 
Aion devoted-to none but 40:De Selrz, as likewiſe: his fleighring and: 


bs 
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Whcreupon encouragedby this, and diſhcartned by thar, he leavesno coft, carcy or curiofiy 
(cither in gifts,danci muſick, or bankets) unattempted, to crown his wants, rather than hj 
defires and pleaſures, withthis thoughdeformed, yet rich heir Le Frange : fo leaving bin og 
his vain ſuit in courting her, ſpeak we a little of de Salez,that ſich he will not aff.& La Frangs, 
we may yet obſerve and diſcover which way be intends to ſhagethe courſe of his aftcCtiuns and 


reſolutions. 

For albcit he had formerly addiftcd himſelf end reſolutions to be a profeſſed Souldier , ya 
Peace calling him home now to Pleaſure, and that to «ffeminacy , a fatal and dangerous via 
which in the iniquity of theſe our times,and depraved manners,not only molt inſentibly creepy 
into common Souldicrs and Commanders, but alſo into all Armicz, and into many E/t ates and 
Kingdoms, Rtill to the diſparagement of their glory, and ſometime to the price ot their ruine, 
and peril of their ſubveriion 3 he began to let his Colours hang duſty, and his Pike and Parti 
Zan ru the walls, and to frequent the company of Ladics, which the old Gouncllor his 
Father obſeryes with joy, koping that in the end he ſhall draw him to aff:& and marry Lg 
Frange: but theſc hopes of his will prove vain, and this his joy will ſoon: be' exchanged int 
ſorrow, and metam>rphoſed intoaffliion and miſery : for that his Son is partly reſolved .to 
marry, tis true, but as true it is, thar he is fully reſolved never to love, much leis to marry Ly 
Frange. 

Now wemuſt underſtand, that in Tholouſe there dwelt a Merchant of Silks, or as we in 
England ſay a Silk-man, termed Monſiexr de Soulange , rather reputed rich of oth:rs, thay 
known ſo of himſclt; and yet being an old widdower, to the end the ſooner toget bim a new 
wife, "he puts a good face on his eſtate, and maintains himſclf, family, and houſe, with greag 
pomp and expences, having no ſon, but three fair daughters, all marriageable z and yer (out 
of ambition, and in Emulation of the Gentry) ſeverally known and filed by their ticles, not by 
their names, as Meſdamoyſelles de Marſy, Le Preverte, and Le Hay, all famous for their beaxs 
ties, and indeed for the pureneſs and excellency thereof juſtly reputed and held the primg 


and company. But in one word, to give theſe thre: fiſters their true cha- 
rafters, de Mer(y and Le Preverie were far more vertuous than Les Hay, though Lo Hay were 
far faizer than they : for as Religion and Piety was their chick:|t delight and cxerciſc, as more 
defitous tocmbellifivtheir ſouls than their bodies 3 ſo wanton ure and vain laſciviouſneſy 
warhberi; as rathicr gelighting to pleaſe and adorn her body | her ſoul, they being more 
verniousthan fair, ſhe more fair than vertaous-3 different inclinations and reſolutions 3 theſs 
and bleſſed, ;as-hers wretched and impious : their ations might have betn a Pretidens,/ 
yeza;Pilot to hayecondudted her fame as well to'the Temple of Honour , as ro the harbour 
of-inimprtal ;-.and of glorious immortalicy , but ſh: vows ſhe wilt prove a Pre-- 
fidens eo her ſelf, rand her p ſhall be a Pilot toher will , although ſhe miſ;the Temple: 
of i Hokovr ,; to. finde ont that of, beaftly concupifcence z and the harbour of immortal glos 
PO to ſuffer ſhipwrack upon the ſhelves of inglorious infamy, arid the rocks of infamous pers 


. 


ob. m1 DOS iv» 4, d 4 
»fFo this Monfiewr.d: Soalarges houſe the beautics of his three daughtere, but efpecially thar of 
Le Hoy3::a5d withall her pleafing and traftable :affabilicy , invites -many Ls 
and: che-emincnedſt-Bicizens,/ who there theio 'time-in coarting and converſing, in dan»" 
ciig;; finging; andthe like; whercunto the Yourh of: Fraxce more. chan any other: people of: 
_ aromot 4icentiouſly :addifted 3 and {4 OY Are cE and diſtinguiſh-' 

1Þy-thcir/ colraries, .ſo:cho terucrof DeMarſyvand La Prevette were made more appa-\ 
raneby-L a Hayerrvicesz:andherluft and whoredoms were moreipalpably notorious in their” 
Chaſtity; -©- thari ſhould hefubje&' ro ſofdula fin , and* char B-anty the 
bet gift. (and'3* E-1m&:Gay'the\ gold) of Nature, ſhould be thus vilified and polluted wich 
the beaftly.iplcaliivex df i-Camali:concupiſcence- and obſcene. fenſaaltry | For aye m2e, I 
write it with as much grief to « - ſelf, as ſhame to hery 1{tie: was too'j al of her 
favtours-+ for {firimparted them liberally unto: ſome for-.love:butunts' moſt for mo- 


ney; Nnot:caring; thrwhom. ſhe! proffituced her body, fo they filled her purſe, thereby ro-ſuf 
pert. her pride, and maintain the exceſs and vanity her bay 3 and yr the os 
fo 


—_ a w—_ _ _— —— 
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© ſabaill and cautious therein, that although ſhe were a profe flzd Courteſan, ſhe would never-' 
cheleſs ſeem a pare and unſported Virgin z and the better ro fortjfie her fame, and to 
rake 2 my of her Chaſtity paſs current with the world , ſh: woul@ ſwear all thoſe to 
conceal ber favours , on whomſoever ſhz imparted and beſtowed them : ' but if this Haſcivious 
ſabriley of hers have power to blear the eyes of the world, how can this her beaſtly fin' of for- 
nication be unſeen of God, when the windows, walls, and beams of her chamber, yea her very 
bed wheteon ſhe hath aftcd her whoredoms,ſhall one day give in evidence , and ſerve as wir= 
nefſes againſt herz yea, and be Petitioners on carth , that God will requice and rome them 
with vengeance and confuſion from Heaven? 7 4 
Now, the reft of thoſe debgſhed Gentlemen, who devoted their lafcivious ſervice, and 
cert thete fond affetions to La Hays beauty, in comes our De Salez to inroul himſelf one; 
who, and ſurfetcing his cycs oa the delicacies of her freſh and ſweet complexion, leaves 
his own F, houſe, to frequent hersz yea his defices are fo luſtfully inflamed with hee 
, as with his bcft art and policy he lays cloſc fiege to her chaſtity , and with many gifts, 
and oaths, ſecks to endear her to his defires and pleaſure : Bur ſee the ſubcilley of this 
vious Conrtiſan; for knowing De Salez deeply inlove with her, and to be the orily. 
child rr? on oy and he one of the richeft Counccllors of Tholonſe , ſat conceives a plot in 
her to go a fiſhing to make him her Hugband, and ſo bears her ſelf wonderfull modeſt and 
coy a cloak and veil of chaſtity over her unchaſt defires and aRions, as if ſhe were 
a Virgin, yea a Saint ro him, though heretofore (hc had many times played the 
with ochers, Buthcr denyall doth rather inflame, than quench the fire of his luft, ſo as 
affault to raze down the defences of her refuſall, rhat he may enter and take poſſeſſion 
her heart and favour , his beft Art and Ocatoric proves vainsz for ſh: outwardly retires heraf- 
ſeRion , thereby the better inwardly to advance and finiſh her purpoſes: fo this repulfe of hery 
| ing abby and become penſive and melancholy ; the erae ſympton 


Inc of Koa wh 


foon make him her Hasband, and her ſclf his wife : For having formmerly'mes wich many knaves 


puzeneſs of Chaſtity, and the foulnenſs of Luft , on the bleſſ:dnefs of Marrixge, and the. wree- = 
ched cftate of Fornication. Prophanc and impious gigler, whoſe ſpeeches are periumed iwich 


to poyſon the ſau 
lg A fatall 


ares 


and bottomleſs Gulph ofmiſcry and calamity, is our raſh and luftfull young 
entring and ſteering his courſe, wirhourt cicher the Starr of hope, or Compats . of felicicy:and 
fafety, bearing outrop and top Gallant , pond may ſay ) with all che fayles of iis 

ng; and: wich the Flag, Eaviga and Pendants of his obicene and laſcivious defires z play- 
ing aud dallying'in the Aire of Ez Hayes faralli and infeRtous beauty 3 which hath ſ& Bey 

(ed his pm 8 ——_— his choughcs, and eclipſed 'his difcretiong-asitn her 

ce and pre heexcolls 23.well her Yertyes as her beauty to che Skiezt-vowing'thar 
ſhe is ſo fair a Nywpb, and fo pure a Virgin, as ſhe deſerves rather to be bis wife than his Strum- 
pet , or rather not his Scrumpzt but his wife» And fo = moneths being paſt fance he 


\ 


N 
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ficſt frequented her ,.and ſought to ſeduce and: obtaine her to his laſcivious defires 3 and 


ſccing (difſembling quean as ſhe is ) that thercin ſhe bore her ſelf infinicely chaft and mo»" 
i 


deſt, and that itwas1 ble for him to obſcrve or remark any. ocher inclination or tcſti« 
mony, cither in her word or carriage , his wits arci{o bcſorted and intangled in the ferters of 
her beauty' that he preferrs her ſweet feature and complexion, a thouſand times before Ls 
Fronges deformed; and vowes that he had rather dic Le Hayes ſlave, than ever live to be 
Lo Franges Husband > But this folly of his inthe end ſhall 'coft him dear, and fo lead him 
to another, farr more unnaturall ', and as 1 may juſtly ſay * damnable : But we 
muſt proceed orderly in this Hiſtory, and doe therefore reſerve that- part till 3+ 


' By. this ime the lie Cubtileic, and ſeeming chaſt behaviour of Le Hay, hath afted 
wenders in De Salez heart , ſo as ſhe now confidently , and ſhortly eo play ba 
priſcin ſurpriſing him, for he is extremely amorous, beſotted , and ay, | may ſay, 

with thelove of her ſelf and beauty : ſo on _s as ſhe returned from Veſpers , repabeg 
to her Fathers houſe to ſec her , whom he finds in her Chamber alone , waiting 
attending him , | having rg; dighted her ſelfin a rich new Gown and Perticote, 
and trimmed -and adorned ſelf in her gaycſt and moſt curious attire , thereby 
with more caſc and facility to draw him to her lurc : So as her bcauty being both {e- 


conded , and graced by her apparcll , fhe ſo raviſhed his heart, and delighted hi ſences, 


es he cannot refrain from kiſfieg her 3 but this hony of her lips, will in the end proye 
Penance bis baare And here again he Jaycs cloſe fiege to ber chaſtity , bucftill ſhe gives 
im the repalſe and refuſall, asif ſhewere a Diana, and not aVenus : He vows he doth 
affe&t, and will ever honour her 3 And ſhe, that if be honour her , will Rill affc& him. In 
theway of L OV E, quetb he, 1 am wholly yours ; and quoth ſhe , in that of Honour 
1 will-not be mine own but x z Iwill gout bc in allaffcftion both live and die yout 
ſervant, z and replycs ſhe, In all chafticy, I will live to dic your handmaid: He afficmes, 
he cannot be | | 
Jam; Ih. he my ' Love which makes me report ſo much 5 and quoeth ſhe it 


de Saltz, and not rehiſe 9 Þ ery did De Salez know how |infini 
ly mine exceeds his, he- would not refuſe Le Hay, but acceptof her; Why quoth he, de 
Solez; defires none but Le Hay, Nor quoth ſhe, Le Hay any inthe World de Sales; 
kg os Cyee Gil) facing Manclf wi he ent 
her ſweet {| » he very j6 yet fallly ing himſelf with the of 
her favour and conſent, ſhuts the RAE and like a moſt laſcivious and diflolate Gentle» 
men takes her in. hisarmes,, and firives to convey her tothe Bcd , reſolving there to in» 
rich himſelf with more than kifſcs, yea, to reapthe fruit of his beaftly pleaſures, and obſcene 
and brutiſh defiresz but bis hopes ſhall deceive him : For alchough Le Hay be a Couptes» 
fan. in heart , yet ſhewill notbe fo in tongue, eſpecially now', where to. get her (Alf 4 
xich” Huband , it behoves her. to play her priſe in Chaſtity , as if ſhe were as vertuouy 
as chaſt; as lovely ; Wherelore eh: ing, and ftonming at this -his laſcivious 
| X levelledat the dcfloration and ſhipwrack of her | Hotour , (hee with 
, and enraged violcnce, unskrews her forth his armies , | and wictha 
bypocricicall fighs: and tears, flies to his Ponyard , which -he had thrown onthe 


net kill him before he have defiled and defloured her , that ſhe will affucedly mur- 


-unſhcathing it , - vowes that ſhe will be. a ſecond. Lucretie , and that if ſhe can» 


;therberſelf after; becauſe ſhcis fully reſolved, that her chafticy ſhall out-live her, not ſhe her- 


.chaftiry: A religious: and Honourable reſolution of hers, if-it had procteded from a chaſt 


waa 
xd; his dcfires'3 the fwoars he is fo. farr from * intending her any mY 
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Afblved co do tier all the honour'ofthe world: Ya fo tarry as if (he pleaſe; ;ht.is ready $04c- 
her for hiswiſe, proceſtingy'thar of al}-che maydens of the world, he is defirous roþc.ho(- 

| band rovionie bur her (c1f, and that the fault ſhall be hers, if he make: nov his words decds, ,L 
Hey having her thoughts tickled with delighe, to hear tlie pleaſant melody of theſe his 
doth thereac preſently bury her fixbs, and dric up her: tears; throwing away, 
fi + Poriyard; andmaking hima moſt reſpeAtull-courreſt2, and reverence, ſhe -with gx»; 
nd; nes to him, and hangs: about his neck » vowingthar ſhe loves no. 'manin-the 
world bur and in conſenting to be her husband,ſhe will cill death yield, noe gulpectbe 
his faichfull wife in attending his pleaſures , but his obſervant handmaid ,1o receive and obey 
kiseommands:: and ſo they INOS _ other xg and-kifſes. wp 
ike knowing _ Father Argentier was rich and eminent, her own poor a 
facr inferiour rank, the is (0 oolitick and ſubtil in the managing of chis her ff:ion, ap hen re- 
folve#:co/amake fare work, and to do nothing by halfs: toras knowing. that words: arc bug 
wind and what de Salez promiſerth hec now, he may cicher forget or deny to morrow, ſhe in« 
Sonteh at opportuniries forelock, and fo with a ſweet and ingenious infinuation, draws 


tcad 
him. to give hera D:amozd Ring in token of marriage, and ſhe in exchange returns him a ſmall 


Gold bracelerg which ſhe wore upon her arm next her heart. And yet again conſidering, that 
his'Facher would very difhculely(or never) be drawn to conſen to this match, ſhe can give no 
true content to hep. dclirer, nor ſatisfaGtion to her fear, before. ſhe have _—_ and linked him 


toher, inamoretrifter and firmer bond of aſſurance ; when not only fea , but & it were 
ſacfetting him with variety of kiffes, ſh: berhinks he? felf ofa Policy, as worthy of her wie for 
attempting, as obhis folly for performing : for dircing bim her ſpeech ( which ſhe accqm- 
aincd with many amorous , yet difſembling ſmiles ) (he told hymn (he would futurely £x6ced 
eadenty: and now ourbrave him in affe&ion ; whentaking pen and paper, ſhe wrixcs 
-Mipta fair promiſe, and firm aſſurance of her ſclt unto him(in the manner of a contratand to 
make je the more powerfull and authenticall, ſubſcribes her name and fign to it, and berwijxt 
fight and bluſhing , ſhe delivers it himz no way doubting, - but rather aſſuring herſelf, that he 
would requitc her with the like curtefic and obligation, as indeed the event anſwereth hen de» 
fires and-wiſhes: For De Salez having now no power left him to ſee by his own eyes, 1 mean; 
by-thoſc of his judgment, but only by theſe of his intemperat paſſion, and pafſionate affeRiony 
' tis fo farr from deſcrying (much leſs from ſuſpeCting)) 'her policy, as very fimply and ſot- 
tiſkly-he actriburegjicto the fervency of her affection , the which he gore and cntertairsy 
lknow n&t whether with more joy, or deleation3 and ſo vowing todye her debtor for 
Courteſie, he very raſhly, and inconfideratly writes another to the ſgme effe&t , and flyes ſo-farg 
"from wit or«diſcretion,as to (hw himſelf her ſuperiour in aff:RHion,as well as in ſex,he purpoſe- 
ly cats his finger, and ſo firms his name thereunto with his own bloud, and then with a million 
of kiſſ:s delivers ic þer, vowing thather pleaſure (hall be his law inthe accampliſhing thereofs 
only he prayes her for a time to be ſecret and falent herein, for that he fears he ſhall bardly, draw 
bis Father to conſent hereunto, the, which ſhe very curteoufly grants him z arid fo betriumph- 
Ing. in hee beauty , and ſhe in his wealth ,, he in her youth, and ſh: in his fimpliciey, 
for that time part, not "doubting but 'they ſhall ſhortly reap the fruits of. their 
matcimoniall defires and wiſhes 3 for- till then , ſh2 ſwears (though with an equivecating 
reſervation to forſwear herſelf ) ſh: will live a moſt pure and unſpotted © Virgin, and 
ern ante courtefic toward him , ſhall be ſmiles , ſo the moſt ſhall be 
"wy . : 


{ Bar this affeQion (or rather follyYof De Salez; in contrafting himelf to Ls Hay ,' is hae ſo 
wy bore, bur as her former unchaſtity was a generall argument of talk to. the-whole 
City of The{ouſe, ſo now this of her ſubtilry and good fortune , is that of irs univerſall prag- 
ling and admiration , occafioned ang! redoubled by the oppofite confideratious of 'Argen- - 
tiers known wealth ,, and de Soulanges ſuppoſed poverty ; and again of de Salez ſuppoſed 

chaſtity, and of de {a Hayes notoriouſly known-whoredoms., And as Fame is ftill ſo ratling 

2 e(8, thatevents and accidents of this nature can hardly be concealed, and di | 
ſuppreſſed and. ſmorhered ; {o by this time, contrary to the cxpeRations and hopes of 'our 
two young Lovers, the old Counſellor Argentier bath notice of this unlooked-fot news, 
and of chizunwiſhed for familiaricy betwixc his ſon, and that Strumpet Le Hay. z_ when con- 
fidering che great oppalition berwixt de Clugn;y's Nobility and wealth 0d De es 


mean extraftion poverty 3 .asalfo by a true and uncontrolable Amtithvfis , compa 
the foul and enormous vices of Le H a wh the ſweet and reſplendent vertnes of LsF ring 
Lyell eds, for bi 


a. ad * 


he (as much diſdayning that match , as deſiring oy for his ſun 
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into the Arbor, ' where purpoſely attending himz he with Hghwing io his Jooks , and 
in bis ſpeeches, layes before him the fimpliciry, and ſortiſhneſs of his reſolution, in 
Le Hay before Ls Frange, a S-rumpet a Virgin, and a Pedlars brar, before a rich 
| heir; him the infamy. of the firft, and the glory of laft matchy 
affured __— yr m_ bis utter ruine and 

his - ofr . icky , Oo j . + 1 
ten Ben. hoatdearonent to perſwade him ta leave Ls 
and ts marry Le Frange; or if not, he vowes and ſwears wholly to difioberit him, and from 
thence-forth never repucc or efteem him for his ſdn. + 442.10 
Bat de Salez his fooliſh vanity; and vain affc&tion in himſelf rowards his new contraftgg 
Loves 'Le Hoy is fo great, and conſequently his filiall obedience ro his ſo ſmall; & 
this bis wholſom adviſc and coanſell , he is till reſolute conſtant © pre. 
ferr Lo Hay Le Frange, the beauty of the one , before the deformity of the other, hij 
own content before his Fathers, and Soulanges cftate and birth, before the great wealth and 
noble cxtrationof De Clugny : but this raſbneſs, indiſcretion, and ingratitude of his will coſt 
him dear. | | 
Now if Argentier have perfeRt intelligence and curious notice of his ſons familiarity wit 
that fair yet lewd Curtezan Le Hay 3 no Icfs hath Le Frange, who poor ſcul isfo ina 
moured of-de Salez, as the very firſt news and conceit, that ——— him, and noe 
her ſelf, for every gricf and ſorrow, (he ſeems todrown her ſelf in the deluge ot her tears. Hig 
Fathers cholerick thereat, ſhe mournfiill ; he incenſed , ſhe afflifted ; he inraged, and ſhe 
and tormented : his paſſions and anger proceed from ſuſpition, thache ſhall fo ſoon 
a Daughter in law. in /a Hgys her fighs and tcars from fear , that ſhe ſhall ſo ſoon loſe her 
Love though not her Lover, his ſon de Salez: Again the argument of his choler , is /z Hye 

iftiry and poverty , and the cauſe of her diſconſolation, de Selrz his wealth and y 
likew\ſe ſhe ſecs that Argentier hath no reaſon to hope, that his fon will marry her ſelf, ſachiy 
her deformity, and again, that he hath all the reaſons of the World, as well co doubt, as feary 
that he will wed Le Hay, ſuch is her beauty : But fith de Selez will bear no more reſpett to 
his Father, nor affeftion to le Frenge, leave we therefore his Father Argentiers paſſions, and ls 
appealed 
is al 


Prangts exicies , to be and qualified by Time, or rathcr by God, the Author 
phy whos propre »{ccing 10mm wb ſacred plcaſure, only knows ith 
Heaven', how beſt to ; wy and manage-theaRtions of carth, and ſo come we to other uncx« 
peed occurrents and , which like fo many entcrjcQings and imervening Points, ard 
contained within the circumference ofthis Hiſtory. A 

I have ſo long infifted on the aff.&ions of de Sales and 1s Hay , as but to the judicions and' 
temperate it would ſeem to appear, that the Baron of Vaumartin, hath wholly fo 
ten to remember his co his La Frange : Butto put that doubt out of quettion, and thiy 
queſtion out of doubt , we ſee him return tootoo ſoon, to. aft apart , not fo religious and 
honourable, as bloudy , upon the Theatre of this Hiftory : For by this time both his Credi- 
roryand his debts arc grown fo clamorous, and his reputation and lands ſo neer forfeiced , for 
warn of difir z» astoſccure the one, and to proyidefor the other , he knows no.other in» 
vention yor means but to gain Le Freyge to his wife.: when as it were provoked and precipiees 
ted on by the neceſlity of this exigent, his thoughts leave Heaven to flye ro Hell,and conſequents 
fly from God to Sarhan, to conſulc how cicher by the by, or the main be may obtain her; yea, 

with the perill and hazzayd of bis own life, to cut off theirs, who ſeck therein es 

vent hls defires and defignes.. In which helliſh ratiocination, he as devoyd of Reaſon , as that is 
Exexppt either of Grace or Piety, thus reaſoneth wich himſelf : De Clugpy hares me, for ſeeking 
tomarry his heer, and time may remedy forme z but which is worſt of all, ſh: loves 
De Salez, and and defires to marry him,and this Imuſt remedy in timeyif 1 ever expedts ro 
obtain or enjoy her 3 and ſo reſolves to make him away ; bur is as yet irreſolute how to per pe- 
rate, and in what manner to finiſh ſo execrablea buſineſs. But this isnot only che voyce yy os 
malice, but thceſentence of his revenge, that De Salez muſt dye. Wretched V aumartin, unwors 
thy tob:arthe nameof a man, much leſs of a Barox, but leaſt of all of a Chriftiev, in that bes 
cauſe De Salezhates La Frange, and ſhe loves him, that therefore chou wile not love, but hate 
him; or becauſe ſhe loves him,and nor chy ſelf, that therforethou wile kill him,that ſh= may love 
thee. Se ,and inconfiderate Nobleman, how treacherouſly the D:vill hath hood-wink'd, 


yeni ty june befonerh ſenſcs,to kl one that loves thee, to kill , 1 ſay, 4 


Gents 


* 


offended thee, but is every waythy friendgno way thinecnemy:or if thou think 
m, that eovetouſneſs muſt redeem thy former » «las, «las,canfſt thou yer be fo 


. tewiſdom, 
[cruel to think ic lawfall or religious, that future m ſhould cicher occafion or authorize it 
But 


/ 
« 4 


fit XL - De Sale and La Hay, \"— 


——— 


Buc the Dcvill bath ſo fare prevailed with his impious reſ@lutions , that again he reſolves, De 
Sale, muſt dye: and yet thou thigkeſt poyſon as unworthy of him, as be is worthy of thy 
Sword ; ſo bad thy laſt reſolution been anſwerable tothy firft,affure thy ſelſthou kadit made th 
(cIf more happys and not ſo miſerable: for as poyſoning was the invention of the Devill, 
wr fr > 7 four ar pore | —_—_— Duck, "as 
| itated by God, nor profetied © who really profeſs ſpell; yeay. it is nos 
[ak to di Ged, in ſeeking falſcly to our own Honour and reputation, buc 
ns Rabat the Majejtie.of the Creator, in ſecking to deface man his creaturcz and co 
aſe but a word, a8 it is both to Nature and Grace , ſo though it begin in the heat of 
0 pleaſure, ir many times terminacesia Repentance, but ſtill in crue infamy. and mi- 


”* ButV aumartins faith being ſo ſtrong with Satheu and ſo weak with his Saviour he will noe 
take a Law from Religion to give to his Envie, but racher takes one from his Exvieto give to his 
;riex 3 and ſo very propbanely and raſhly by bis Lackey La Roſe, ſends De Szks this 


. 
% 


VAUMARIN wD: SALE7Z, 


F thou ſeek, the cauſe of my malice, thou mayeſt findit in the Lady La Franges offedion to thee, and 
| batred to my ſelf: wherefore hold it not jtrange, that T now command my Pen 10 invite thet, and 
thy Sword,to meet me to morrow on borſe- back without Seconds, twixt five &r fix in the morning bebind 
the Jacobins Gardex. Love and Valour thou knoweſt , are never capable of much expoſtulation; as 

rous rather to be tryed in ation , than ſeen in words. Could that ſweet Lady , ( who will not be 
wine,becauſe thou art hers )bave affeted me moregor thee leſs,we might have prooved as true friends,as 
- #0 0ur reputations conjure us either to l:ve or dye Honourable exenues. 


 VAUMARTIN. 


_ +. De Salez havingreceived and read this Challenge, dothnot a little wonder at the Bgriy of 
V aumartixs ftrange paſſion and reſolution, in ſending ic him, eſpecially, fith hee knows that the 
mocives and grouyds of his malice were ſo unjuſt and frivolous : ſo, how to anſwer him, as yet 
he knows not 3 for as his generoſity one way invites him co fight , ſo hisdifcretion anocher way 
perſwades him from it : But agen Fay poor eftcem he makes cither of the Lady Lz Frex- 
e,or her atfc&ion,thinking it folly to fight wichour cauſe, and ro hazard his life withour reaſon, 


ecallsfor Penand Paper, and as a wile , yet valiant Gentleman, by his own Lackey, reiarry - 


the Baron of Vaumartin this anſwer. 


DE SALEZ toOVAUMARTIN. 
. 

Have ſeen many Challenges, but none of the Nature of thine now ſent me : for to write thet the 
Atrmth, the grounds and ſoundations thereof are unjuſt, falſe, or both 3 for bring but the eyts- of thy 
Judgment , and not of thy paſſion , to be Fudge and Umpier betwixt us , and thou ſhalt both ſee and 
findzthet I not only diſclaim the Lady La Franges affeftion, but ber ſelf ; fith Tjap pertain 16 another , 
and-ſhe ſhall never tome; I here ſhew thee my love through this true proſpe?tive of my beart ; and 
which if it will not ſatisfie thy malice, then know that my weakV alour is wither capable nor defirous 
of further expoſtulation then that my Sword is as willing to bring thee deeds , as thy Pen was to ſend 
me word; : for either ſingle-, or with Second , either on foot,ur borſe-back , I will Fill be ready to-givi 
reaſon to thoſe who will not reliſh, nor receive any but their own: and in thit reſolution of hir4-f it 
I ſhell either live with Reputation, or dye with Honour. 


DE SA LEZ. 
- V aumartin having receivedand peruſcd this Letter of refuſall froni de Salez, he oat of the 
hear of his paſſion,and heighc of his folly, it rather to cowardiſe; than diſcretion in 


himzand (o his courage and revenge the more imſulting and inflam'd thereat , he bending his 
browes (as if Contempt and Envie ſate wreath'd in the furrows thereof) very ſpeedily again re- 
wrns him his Lackey, wich chis raſh anſwers | 8 


. M3 | Vaumartis 


Y . F 7 , "_ of . Y , , 
/ ” by 
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Yoo ZZ ,,VAUMARTIN roDeSALE Z, 


Hy Anſwer gives mee no ſatis{allion., ſith I know that to deny thy affedlion to the Lady La " 
$4 _ ow the light of the Sun; 'sn his brightaft and þatte}t Meridian ; neither ore the _ 
ati my Challenge, eitt er wnjult or falſe » as thou 3n thy falſe Profputline, endeamay 

we {ee or believe : jor being ignorant who is thy Miſtris , I know thou reſulugi. to make 
exwarld thy wife but La Feavge, ſo as I canuot rightly define, whether thy praceeding with 
me bd mare fubtill or malicious, or to what end thou ſhouldejt attempt the one , or protiice the 
towards me, unleſi out of @ premeditated reſolution aud purpoſe, therby to make thy glory the may 
rut 811d conſpicuous in my thame © Wherfore futh thy friendſhip is falſe to mee, I mujt nay I wil 

e if; thy valour with true to-thy ſelf , and whetler the effcis of thy Sword, be as great wn 
Kane, asthe vatity bf thy Pen depeints.tbem, in ſrew, and oftenmtatian : ſo my Challcage is ftill uy 
Reſolution , and the performance thereof muſt be mine, except thou reſolve to live with as much Inſe 
my , as the concluſion of thy Letter promiſeth, thou art rea«y to dye with Reputation aud Honour, 


VAUMARTIN. 


De Sales baving received and run over this Letter, and ſecing that Vaumartin was Riill wil 
full and ce(olace co fight, thinks char be (aould degenerate from himſclf, his Blood, and Profeh 
fion, if he did notnow accept and anſwer this his Challenge : wherefore calling for / aumar+ 
tis Lackey, he rounds ' him thug in the care 5 Tell. thy Majter , that if 1 live, I will not failte 
break folt with him timely is the morning, according to bis expeFation, Thus we ſee theſe twoins 
conſiderate Gentlemen agreed, their match concluded, and nothing but che nighe co hinder chem 
from fighting , agif their glory conſiſted in their ſhame, and as if Nature had never taught chem 


how to preſerve thcir live nor Grace , their ſouls. | 
So the Morn peeping forth through the windews of Heaven, as ſoon as the Sun with his 


| er began to ſalute the Woods and Mountains, our two reſolute Champions braves 


ly maountcd, with each his Chirurgiong arc in the tictd ar'thic aflign'd 'Rendevousz and firlt comg 
V augigrtin', and then immediatly De Salez , when their Chirurgions poriocming the dutit 
Ed bene red pacesdiftant , they give Spurs co their Steeds, and fo 


drawing their Swords, ſwittly, part , like two flalbes of lightning cach towards other. Ac theit 
ficſt mecting 3: de/Selez gives V aumertin the firlt hurt in the ſhoulder 3 and de Salez anos 
therin all , inthe right fide ofthe neck : when good Cavaliers,{and well neer 
as cquall.in years as. conrages ) they-tum ſhort, and then tall to ic again with bravery and reſo» 
Jution, when again V aumertin runs de Salezthrough his left Arm, ofa decp and wide ground, 
and he only ficightly cues his ſhirt upon his Ribbs , giving him only a raze oc.ſcar, bur as yet, 
both free from any of dcath , ſo they mutually conſent tohreath : but their ambirions 
and courage of both fides , are ſo exaſperated and inflamed , as although they are all b 
yet.chis will not ſaffice: fo they fall ra it again, and in thiscloſe de Sales his horſe 

with him 3 whereat  aumartin, (though a dwarf in ftature, yet notin Valour and policy) 
taking the advantage of this accident, gives him ficſt a lick orc his pate, and then canns him at 
the ſhort Ribbs : but de Slez reigning uphis horſe, proved favourable to him 3. far by tha 
means 7 aumertins Sword met and. glanced ona Rib, without doing him any farcher huce.. De 
Sales ſecing g of his wounds, begins to _redouble his coarage , and. diſdaining 
thus to beout-braved and beaten by a P3gmey , . be lyes home at  aumartix., and at their very 
next Cloſe, runs. him thorow the body, ot a deep and mortall wound, a lictle abov: the Ne 
vel, whercat his Sword prefencly falls aut ofþis hand tothe ground , and he immediacly like» 
wiſe from < flark dead , without havingthe Grace or happincſs, cicher co callon, or 
name God, O what pitty, what miſery is it, that a Chrijtiax ſhould die like a beaſt , having 
ncitheepowey to z nor fclicity torep:nt. Thas we fee the Challenger killed , and he whe 
woulthave murth&d a ftranger , murthred himſelf by a ftranger : a Leſſon to teach others to 


eware , by the Tragicall and mournfull cad of this raſh Nobleman, De Selez fecing V aunter- 

tix dead .praiſerh-Ged for his viftory 3 wag - leaving his breathleſs corps. to his ſorrow» 

| Aur df aye ori » Where he cauſcth his wounds to be 
rov r 


fall Chirurgron y be 


CE ko: i giaitarchlon 
| rings and re is diſafterous «al accident : De C j 
thar De Sales hath __ a 


eſcaped death , yet ſorrowfull that V aumertin is killed, in reſpeRt be wy” 
F-15070 
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Hit: X11; _  - Dr'Suleg and {a Hay. 


he uuderrook this q uarrell for his Daayhnecr Le Frenges ſake: who hearing that De Salex 
wounds are no way morrall, infinirdly -aczoycerh, and triumphecth thetear , ing her 
ſclf (though wich this falſe hope) rhar ho afi.Gted her farrmore r -than he made fheiw of, 
or cle that he would never have tought wich YVanmartex for her ſake, nor have killed tim bur 
for his own. And thus , though" humanicy made her grieve for Verumurtins death, yer: thar 
gricf of hers was as ſuddenly converecd into joy , when ſhe ſaw he received it bythe bend of 
De $ulez, whom (he reſpeRt:d and aff:&:d more dearer than all the Gentlemen of the World, 
Naw, as for his father Argentier, the life of hie ſon likewiſe wipedoff the remembrance of Y an« 
martins death , and yet ir grieved him inwardly, that heto whom he gave life , ſhould give 
death co another : and facr the more, in thac this unfortugace accident mult now enforce him ro 
beg pardon from. char grave Court of f arliament , for this. gurther perperrated by his ſan, fich 
he had formerly ſo often pleaded for juſtice | athers , for the like crime and offence; bur 
all theſe joycs of Argentier » De Clugny, and his Darghrer La Fraxge , arc nothing to tholſ: of 
La#Hay for the life and vi of her dear De Slex : leaping as ic ware for meer content and 
pleaſure, that ſh: ſhould y (ce, and injoy him for hee Husband, and that God hath bach 
reſerved and preſerved him to crown her with the ſweetnals of this defared felicirie., 

Thus while Le Frange and Ls Hay triumph and congratulate the retro of De Szlez, ſo Ar- 
gentier pablikely , and De Clugxi privacly, imploy their cdiefcſt power, friends and authociry, 
co procure his pardon firit from the King, then from the ,P arliement , wherot they are two 
famous members; Whichar laſt, ( by the means and fayour of the Duke of Ventadour ) they 
obtain. So this murther of his, is cemiered in Earrh, but I fear m2 , will ror be forgoccen in 
Heaven : for though men be inconſtane in their decreesy. yet God will be.firmand uprigt 
aſwell in the diſtribution , as execution of his judgments. Men as they are men may etrc , bur 
a» they are Chriſtians they ſhould nocts bur God ( cither to pleaſe or diſpleaſe them } neither 


can nor will. 
pn naerer hes 7 his former follies, pe 
vice again gppriſoch himſelf wich hi 
lugny and Le Frange bice the lips 
hat this g 1 haveunited him 


eXempr ficft, 
and ſcrious conference wich de Clugni , how to cffet the ſo loog | 

of his Son and Daaghcer, the finiſhing whereof was referred cill his return from Paris 4 which 

ſweet news infinltly rejoyced and delighted the young Ladic Le Frenge, and the imm—__ 

night before he was to take Coach , he calls his Son de $alez to him , and with a ve 

and powerfull ſpeech , requeſted him in his abſence ro love {s Frange, which he in cermg 

proteſted and vowed to his Father , he could not; chen he. conjures him, never to 

Hay, which likewiſe he would nor grant 3 and to conclude , fith his Father could not i 

in the ewo former, he commanded him upon his blefling, char he would never marry. any wife 

whatſoever without his conſent, the which indeed de Salez, could not deny ,/ but faich l 

promiſed his Father; yea , and bound ic with an oath, yer till hoping , 'thar it was as 

far himto drew his Facher to conſent jhe ſhould marry te Hay, a3 it was impoffible for his 
'Father ever perſwade him tomarry ls Franget and (ochatnight the Father rakes leave of 

the fon, and he the next moraing of his Father, wiſhing hiaz a proſperous joarney,aud a ſpeedy 
| recurns 


» pee 


- 


— 
Wy 


Letter in her hand, like a ermore impious trumpet as ſhe was, there ſhews ic bim,takg 


ex:crate and curſe. But 


"_ Gods Revenge againſt Marther.,  Book+Yj 


return > who ſuſpeCting , and fearing , that in his abſence, contrary yo bis requeſts and pra 
his Sax would oely abandon 1s Frange to frequentla Heyy he being arrived to che ciry Wn, 
thoughthimſelf bound in Nature , aſwell for his own -content ,- as his ſons eranquillicy and 
ity, again to fignific him his mind in ſome few lines of advice and counſel}, and wo (cyg 
it-himby che ordinary Carrier to Tholouſe, which was then in that City, boutd thicher frong 
Paris ; hisLetter ſpakethus, 'S 


_! 


X01 | ARGENTIER t64SALEZ, 


T is: out of a Fatherly, aud ( as T may ſay )s religious care of thy good, that T aow ſind thee the(y 
Jl few-enfuing lines , for thy Youth cant ſee that which my Age knows, bow many muſeries are ſub. 
jett to yayt and attend on Vices and bow many bleſſings on Vere 3 if La Frange be wot fair, yet 
ſhee 'is comely y not contemptible : but fab ber defett of Nature are ſo ricoly-recompenced with the 
Ornametits of Fortune, and the excelleucies of Grace 3 why ſhould thy affefion preferr La Hay befor 
her , who bath nothing but a painted face to overveil the deformity of her other vices 2 If thou wilt 
leave a Saint tomarry « Strumpet, thew take La Hay,and ferſake La Frange; but if thou wil: forſaks 
& Strumpet to take a ben marry LaFrange, and leave La Hay; for look what difference there 
is between their births , thou ſhalt find teh times mivye between the chaſtity of the one, and the levitie of 
the other : if thou eſpouſe the firſt , thouſhilt find Content aud Honour 3 if the ſecond, ſhame aud 
repentaace: for 1 know not whetber La Frange will bring thee more hapineſs, or La Hay miſery.” This 
Letter ſhall ſerve as « witneſs bet wixt God. x my ſelf, end'thee ; that if thou perform me not prowiſe 
#ndoath, 1 will deny thee my bleſſing, aud deprive thee of my lands. 1 


ARGENTIER:: 


* De Sale having received this his Fathers letter in Tholouſe » exceedingly grievesto ſee-bim 
diſgracc his Miftrt6. by the ſcandalous name of a ftrampet , which he Knows ſhe is nor, and 
or aun TIO elic at mae peri kek-ag oils te WIG —_— 
offered hin intolſerabjc ewould revenge it , though wit price ( 
his life. '/ Le Hayiperceiving tis tent'and Alteration of mirth in him , but from what 
point of che Compaſs this wind proceeds,ſhe neicticrknows,nor as yet can conceive: but wirhal, 
determineth to the diſcovery:therof her greateſt Ambition , and not her leaſt Care z which 
ſhe now well knows'it behovesher to doy fith ſhe finds de Sales lefs free, and more reſerved and 
p-nfive in hls ſpeeches, than accuſtomed. Bur when in vain ſhe had hereunto uſed many ſmiles 
and fetches, loe here falls out an unlook*d-for accident, which betraycs her the very pich and 
quinteffence of the Miſtery : For of'a time, when'he lay ſlumbring onthe table, ſhee as accu- 
\d into lis pockets for ſweet meats, orrather for Gold (of both which, he = 
times went well far ) ſhe finds his Fathers (aforeſaid) letter, which ſhe knew by che 
reHion ; and fo flying into another Chamber, and bolting the door after her; ſhethere readsit 
both'with and choler; when ftung to the quick, and bitten to the hearr and gall , roſee 
her reputation and Honeur thus traduced and ſcandalized by the Father of her Huf- 
band 3 ſhe with tears and interjcfted fighs and grones, flics back to de Salez, and holding the 


Heaven and Earth-to bear witneſs innoceney, and of the irreparable and extreme 
ſeeking to eclipſe the Glory ofher chaſtity, which ſhe ſwears 
notonly tohis bed, bat'to her own Grave. But Alas, «las,theſe 


nate with his judgfnent and folly, as he cannot, becauſe he will not,ſee it : So being ſtill as con» 
ſtant in his ſortiſhneſs, as ſhe in her hypocriſic, he gives her many ſweet kiſſes , and with a Ca- 
ealogne of ſagred words, ſeeks to, appeaſe and comfort her, whom he hath farr more reaſon to 

for her part, her heart is not ſo affli&cd, for remembring herſelf , fill 
her wits are her own, and ſo remembring the conclufion of the letter, and fearing that de Ss 
lez his promiſe arid oath to his Father, mighc infringe and contradifthis to her, (he tells him, 


that her love is ſo fervent and infinite rowards him, as ſhe can give no intermiſſion, nor traceto 


her tears, before he reveal her his oath and promiſe, which his Fathers letters informed her he 
had formerly made him. 


,* « De Salez y 7; 6 green reed rad exigent and pnſh, doth both blaſh for ſhare , and 


' anger, when for a ſmall time, irrefolute how to bear himſelf in a matter 


non 
\ ok Nature, wherin he muſt cither violate his obedience to his Father , or _— 
12421 | 1 


WS De Sales and LoHoy. 


Raoul Miſtrife ; he ar conſal not wich CY 
rey oc with Judgernn _ —_— 


her his oath, : ns his _ ks ec harforny nook 


ayd eli bis formers hes 


and for wny 
refine: Parker whrdona re how cloſely ſoever ſhe cicher a& or 
conceal them. ' That Le Franges deſcent, wealth, and vertues , will in the end over-priſe and 
weigh down her mean excraftion, poverty and beauty ; and in the end, that thewiſdom of rhe 
Father, will infallibly criumph over the folly of the ſon, ex*:pr her. policy interpoſe \ and her 
vigilancy P prevent it 3 which to prevent and cffcQ, ſhe ſees no other obſtacle to her content,noe 
barre to her Panto > Frange thy 4 = toth ſhe, if Le e ſhine in the firma- 
ment of .De Salez af:&ion, Le H iv Abb it Le Hay will Frange mult ſer: 
apain, if ſhe fall nor, 1 cannot 3 and ifſhe ſtand, | mnftnecds falls and as the Skie is not 
.- capable oftwo ſuns \ ſoboth ofus cannot ſhine in rhe Hogiſon of his heart and thoughts az 
"once 2 exceptthus, that Le Hay may liveto fee Ls Ce COT 
* when bumi with falſe zeal to De Setez, and rruc invetcrate maliceto La Frange, ſhe forget> 
rify God , (waps a bargain with the D-vill, that Le Frenge muſt firſt go to her grave, ere Le 
Hay come "to his bed, and ſo reſolves to ſacrifiſe her as a V:cime to her malice e pre ae L 
ot dr ter = 1 ve ores ran ell pt Aphoriſimes , a>) 
For w not to 
Go redouble thy crimes parpoſely to redouble thy rorments; as firſt 47 Swab gy then of 
Marther ? Wretched, yea thrice wretched woman, how dareft thou ſee Earth, or think of Hea- 


bent bem oeentagnrs Lu onesſo monſtrous, as thou de- 
ſerveſt to be ſhuc forth of the one, and (| che other? For alas, confider wha this 
poor Genlewoman hath done to thee, « thou ſhouldef marina. + rm wr 
of God , and wilt thou therefore bear that of the devill eo ly Ear thy where i thy re- 
ligion, thy conſcience , thy ſoul ; that thou wilt thus helliſhly thy hands in her blond, 
and imbrue thy heart in her morther ? If ir be noe that her mn bo on thy vices, thou 
haft no reaſon in Nature, and leſs in Grace, to attempt adeed fo T 5 naf fo inhus 
« mane and* execrable : Bur reſt affured, that if thon 
of thine, akhough thou chance go 


vedrhele'rwo monſters in heir 
borrhened of them ; mr pope wore 
are ſharp and ſevere in their defignes , ESE «Sake a 
dehayes, oirbenottodo wil : So thivonr bloody and Le Hey, is 
to advance, nd not to reryre in hs iolical nels ofhers Of =—_ 
eters entering 
'marter : Ifche Devill bimſelf Lot Hen thioatiparacls 
Served niver tnown Yrow co ivve adiitaliiR and praiſed 
drag andingredient, ſh: now bethinks ber ſelf of ſome helfiſh 
"ply and give it her , and her inveterare and b 
earch and inquiry thereof , ſhe is ax laſt advertiſed , rharthere js 
lier —_ 8. Berwerds Michaele, who is his Arts thafter in chit 
when wholly onting and bufinefs from De $alex, th: by aſccond 
onde grow away for Michaele from —_— who in kope 
"packs np his Nd katy nie, ee ee 3 where ſhe < 
' where ſofit and fecrer as the Ghurch to confale and refolve on this bufineſs, 


: * ———_—_— 
took 117, 
FF Cm (or Grey Fryers ) Chupeh appointed, 


both mece., bur, ſhe(the berireyro dif 
far yorrend inia great furred elopk; a may 


eyesoft em : d ; 
Fe Con ut as , Es Fever fe» as if ſhe 


| ane Ghritians, what monſters of Nature, and Dcvils i incarnat _ pro 

felon ads theſe, __ Nace &defile the Church ordain'd for prayer,with the prixe andj{ale 
of innocent blood, a oh prodigious and hellifh impicty , fince chere is notin ſo-odjousor cxes 
trable: to Ged, as that which is mazked with piety, and overveyled wich the cloak of ſanRtiry, 
And what a damnable young Scrumper gpal vey villain arc they , in ſo holy a place to treag 
O_—_— k keliſhs bukgeſy? bur 7 for the Sword and Arrow pf Goats juſt revenge, 

ing Juſtice, threatens ye wichno leſs chan utter confuhion and deſtruftion, 
Wy 1 infaitly Cy inhrmc this agreement, returnes from the Church, and Mighaele as glad of 


of La Frenges deformity, and tqloſeno ti ime) trips away towardy 

bouſe, eg that for a fic occafion toafſay to make his Daughter be» 

ers 5 Soo and. be her Emperick: who flecringly infinuating , and «krewing himſelf 
his knowledge and rm (in which profeſſion the Emgericks and Mountebanks of 
= no way ſhart,- but rather excecd all other Nations of the world ) he profers him | 
h & and skill, to'redreſi and reform the: body of the young I:ady his Daughter, ad- 


18 
dig wee ((rhereby.to add the more belief and credit to his ſpeeches.) that he is ſo farr from 
2s Ya —_ as he is very confident thereof :- and in; the phraſcs aud myſteries of 
m 


his __ pm appearance many inward.and plaufible reaſons (_ 
Mares rr apr it, E Deg od Pfu wo pro ring the care of his a. yy 
other enmab'y report having heard of Michaeles ve nn bcgins to reliſh his reaſont, and yer = 


ignorant that and Charletans of Italy, are Coulm germans to the - Alcumiſts 
of Fraxce , of eo" tomake Gold otdroſs, and yet only bring forth dreſs for Gold, he 
holds jpfit co take a conſultation of the learnedlt Phyſicians, and expert Chinurgions of the City, 
Op pur araA willingly conſent:; avs they tity 20S fix in warkpareg > a _ them 
ons to Prey young 8 the Preſadent ather 
/xOpumge; _—_ hs naked. et all le wr rs _ the — 
are on cure is repugnant to the grounds of Phy the princi 
of Chirar 19, od therefore :fore impaſlible to be cff:Qed 3 the other two arc ot a IIS 
mth ohio ory mirGndbleikcey a oopoft ue 
+ Ol ON, on: ſoDeC eci (ce cwo 
coy beyond expat bx lo bey he in reſpeE& of the tender care and «ellen he bore 
his Daughter , reſolves to imploy him, «and gives him an hundred double Piſtolles in hand 
eo attempt it z with worry rw | pre my when he hath pcrformed it 3 whercof this mif- 
ptmay yr mpcgingly: » be cur; wp to. his bufineſs, 
| young CR guaenay jury Lyra r Fathers ſom, if he make her. body 
| ; when-to1 e his impiols contemplation, into infernall ation, he outwardly ap- 
eth Playftcrs and to her body, and-invrardly adminiſtreth_ her pils, and 
= ——_ nows at theend of ten 
| y make a divorce berween hcr. mad. ſo ſend thattothe death of 
ze ragoetarrfy innocent Lady ( wiſhing good 
inde ;ddineſs and ſwimming in ber head, 
peed diſperſed it {elf throughout all 


—_ her - Wire _ 
; for that La"Frange could not 


ai poſlibly 


— _—_— — — 
—____F 


Hil. XI, + DeSehbguandtuHay. _— 
pollibly live rwo daycs tro ancnd ;' wherat (he trinmphing Andirejoycing with- maetr alacricy, 

- &h ic him : and indeed the hellifh Art of thisexecrable Eperick dork not hoe 
deceive him, though in the end, the malice of the Devill his Doftor will ; for jutt azcherenth 
day wascxpired , this harmleſs ſweet young Lady-dies, to the incomparable and unſpettable 
grief of the good old Preſident her Father j for chat (he was che Staff of hiv age, and the chief 
and only comfort of his life, who diſconſolatly and mourntully fermed ro drown himfelf in 

, curſing che hour that he firſt ſaw this accurſed Emperick Michaels, who had 

Fn hinaf hisonly joy and delight, of. hisdcar and (wert Daughter Lo Frange:  'Butrhis 
murdrous Michaele having learnt of the D:vill ro fear no colours, means not toſtep a foor from 
Tholouſe , and (o ſends privatly for Le Hay, of whom he craves the performance'o hen gotfs 
for that (quoth he) hc * performed his: Why (quoth Le Hay) is that crook-backe dwarf 
Ls Frange dead ? She is gone {quoth Michaele) to her crernall rett : wheri Lay Hay not ableto 
retain. herſelf for exceſs of joy, runnes to him, gives him che other hundred Crowng, togerher 
with many kiſſes, which take (quoth ſh:)#s a pledge of my continnall good will cowards thee, 
when again ſiwcaring ſecreſie, they both rake leave cach of ocher,znd part. +2100 

The news of Le Franges death, ratleth and refoundeth over all Thelouſe , her Kinsfolk grieve 
at it, her friends lament ic, and all who cithcr knew her, or her fame, bewayle ir, only De 5.e- 
l:z,and execrable La Hay excepted who knowing her to have been the only ſtop and hinderance 
of their marriage, they are fo raviſhed with joy hereat,as they ſeem ro conteſt and envy cach'o- 
ther , who ſhall firſt bring the news hercofcach to other : yea , the exceſs of De Sales his Joy ts 
as boundleſs , as that of La Hayes delight , fo that he ſerms to fie ro ber Fathers houſe , where 
ſhe with out-f} armes reccives and entertaines him; and there they mourually congratu- = 
late cachother for this her death, he affirming, and ſhe believing, that La Frange being gone to 
Heaven, it ſhall not be long cre the Church make them man and wife on earth. In the mean 
time , he being wholly —_ of her poyſoning, and yet the old Preſident her Father, 
and che reft of her friends ſuſpeRting- it ,/ they cauſe her body tobe opened : and Ww 
they find no direQ poyſon, yet remarking a little kind of yellow tinfture on her heart and Her, 
as alſo ſoine (ſhrw thereof through ber frozen. teins, They cauſe Michaele t6 be apprtherided 
and impriſoned , andſo procure a Decree from the Parliament to have him rack'd : | Atthe 
news whereof, Les Hey is.excremely rormentcd and p-eplexed; as well foreſecing atid know- 
ing , that her lifc lay at che mercy of his tongue : wherefore' to fortific his ſecreficy and there- 
by to ſecure her own fear and danger , ſh:by: aconfidene friend of bis,' ſends biny -a hiindred 
French Crowns more, and promiſferh him to give him a rich Diamond worth 4s nwuch again 
who ( as before} being extremely coverons, and the Dvil (reſembling himſelf) fill 
to him on that ttring which moſt delights him ;. bis heart is fo deviltiddly obdurated ; and his 


fortitude ſo armed and prepared, as hispatienc#and conttancy not only indures, birt otic> 
bravee the crutky of histormerits, and ſohe is acquired of this his prete; crime :* but her 
hath not as yet made his peace with God. 663 * s wor, 


Audnow is De Salez refolved to make a journey to Parity to draw his Farhers conſent that 
he may marry Le Hay 3 bac the wiſdom of the Father ſhift anticipate the folly of the Sorgfor 
ho having heard in Paris of Le Franges dearh, and ſtil} g, thac becauſe of his frequene fa 
mikiacity wich. thac Scrampce Lay Hay , he wilt in che end! marry herg+\ He in Parts driyerd 
jy ce for him in the Regiment of the Kings Guard , and tle with a vety 


| - of that Court of Parliament, named Movfiaur' Ds Brianfor 4 that his Son 
nooy Wage Daughter Mademoyſells de {effi , a very (weer arid fait ydling' Groutlewort 
loves3 To which end Argentier writes away with all pred to Tholouſefor his Sor! De Saltt'td 
come-up him, who beforehe had d bis FachersLertce , ( av wh have formerly under- 


flood) was ready toundertake that journey: Lo Hay infiriiely fearfelt and jealous to loſe hep 
re nib apt me apetsin tier jooks G er ary up Saltz j' th 
fearech that bis Fathee-hath provided #wite for himin'P avis, bur hevowsend ſwears to 

that acicher his Father, nor the whole world; ſhill make! him marry ay ocher that Her 
andiſo afrer many embraces and Kits he cakes hari andleaves Tholouſe, oo 7 
- Bzing arrived at Pers, his Father vary joyfally biditins welcome, arid' ee cohiferr 
wich him tillche nexe mag fach ixDe Salez ruſbweſy arid folly, astie hath wo. ſobticr 
Jagped in company of tis Farh parade (paalrwiet Rim © When'theferyanty yoy: 
gms Corron emary rn cecheity bm yt pe rf Wilkes \ He Yo 
now benleaſcd, 'may miry' bz! Hay, whom he, -affX'and” love 
His by des eb GE be hatl 


fore all the. maide of cho Bagh 
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his F 
That he 


if, 


Seng eyes and 
ather or pens; obedicnt replic. 
ill not a Prem De Pleffis , byt that he is con« 
ſtantly reſolved , cither to wed Le Hay, or his grave; whereat his Father is ſo extremely incen» 


SP LF ES.STSSRRE. © 


en, 
not beyond the bonds of reaſon, Religion, and humanity , bur alſo beyond himſelf. For 
Rh Le Hark his ſole delight and joy, and that his Father hath vowed he ſhall never marry her, 


hands of 


OO IG oe act accu con oor a@ZiprwwrS 30M. #. A a= 


thus eo 6s 
bloody Paracidi- 


ous miſcreant 
Os or of 
de 
pref ar ah 56,00 hi 
f whom by the Laws of Heaven and Earth, 


— morning to carry his water to Dotfor Sale 


his bed, as cxempt of fear or grace, without any 
mored \ ge wayne betwixc ewo Pillows 3 when leaving him breath- 
lefsin his bed, his face expoſed tothe ayr , and the door ſhut, gocs down, gives the Maſter of 
the houſe che good morrow, and ſo trips away as faft as he can, to the:fign of the Swan within 
Saint Hoxoryes Gate: and from thence rides away to Saing Clow, (two leagues diftant from Pa- 
ris)to ſee Gondies Gurdems , Fountains, and houſe wherein that cx*=crable and damnable Face- 
bine Frier , F aques Clement,murthered Hemry the third King of France , but with an intent to're- 

[ after dinner, : and to ignorance of the fa&, and 

his 
ing in the 


—  v__ 


laments, grieves at this ſorrawfull accident and ſpeQtacle, vowesto De Buiſhe that he aw none 
bmw in his houſc, much leſs in his Maſters Chamber,. and chat his Son Monſieur de Salez;. 


as ſoon as he himſelf ; ee his body , and find it no wdy wounded , ſo they. be-, 


lieve and ceſolve that ſome ague carricd him away; yct they hold it rather wiſdom than: 


or poyſonz So he comes, conferrs with his Son De Sales, with his Clerk De Bue,, 
and with the man of the houſe , he viſits the dead Body , finds only, his head ſamewhart ſwollen, 
which his Phyficians affirm, may be his ftriving and ftcuggling with death. ; When the Licatce. 
nant, out of his zeal and integrity to Juſtice, having intormed bim(cli of Doftor Splepin of de, 
Buiſhes being with him, as alſo from Saint Clou is Son De Salez, being there timely ;in 
the morning , and withall , thathis Trunks were all ſafe, and nothing wanclog, they baniſh all 
tion , and without farther enquirie , or doubr, conamend the dead Corps to the Grave, 
whoſc Funcrall,wich exrteriour (hew of excreme grict and ſorrow, De Salez performs in Paris ,, 
with all Decevcie and Decorum, anſwerable in all reſpets ro his Fathers rank and qualicy. But, 
we ſhall ſhortly ſce this mask of his devilliith rite pulled off, and this inhuman paricide, 
of his , both , and ſharply revenged}, by the juſt judgment and finger of God : The 
manner is thus. | 
This harmleſs and innocent old Father Argentier, is no ſooner laid in his untimely grave,bur. 
his bloudy and execrable Son De Szlez, within eight daycs after leaves Paris , and returnes to, 
Tbolsuſe 3 where already this ſorrowfull news is —__ and divulged , being for bis vertucs, 
and incegrity-of life, generally bewailed of the City , only gracrlefs and impudent Le 
Hay triumphs hereat, and her veric heart and theughts dance for joy hereof ; ſhe welcoms home. 
her De Salez with a World of ſweet and ſugred kifſ:s, who as glad of her preſence, returnes 
ber them with a plencifull and prodigall intereft; bur his luſttull love to her is ſo fervent, and 
his folly in himſelf ſo perverſe and obftinate , as he hath ſcarce the patience, much leſs the re- 
{peft and modeſty to wear blacks for his Father (ix weeks , but caſts them off, rakes on gaudie, 
and Scarlet A and very ſolemnly marrics Le Hay. Wherby in reſpect ofthe incqua- 
licy of their deſcents and means z but eſpecially, of her whoriſh conditions, he makes himſelf 
the laughter _———— e. 
; But good God, what a prodigious and helliſh march is this , fich man and wife, and both 
are Murtherers. O cex:crable and miſerable wreeches, O bloudy and impious miſcreancs, for 
ſure it chis marriage of yours prove nappy » I may boldly and cruly ſay, there will never any 
prove unfortunate and miſccable. For alas, alas, what do thoſe impious and damnable crimes 
of theirs deſerve and portend , but miſery, ruine, and confuſion of all fides? neither (hall che 
curiofiry of our enquiry carry us far, before we ſec it ſurprize and befall them. | 
For before they had been fully marryed three Moneths , De Sales reaping his defi 
feaſting himſelf with the pleaſures of her yourh , he direHtly, contrary eo his hop:s and 
- tion, is enforced to ſec and know, that which before he would have thought never to have 
known or ſcen : for thinking his wife to have been a modeſt and chaſt Diana, hc now (ſees ſhe 
is a debauſh:d Layis z yea, his miſery is ſo great, as he needs no ſp<Qacle to ſeeythat ſhe daily 
makes him a Knight of the Forked Ocder; and almoſt every hour, defpight of his care and jca- 
loufic, claps a Cuckows Feather in his Hat z which to prevent and remedy, he firſt admini- 
ſtreth requetts and perſwaſions, and chen complains to'her Father 5 But theſe are too weak rea- 
ſons,and too gentle motives, to prevail with fo inſatiable a Scrumper z fo as he is conſtrained 
to add threats to his requeſts, and in the end blows to bis threats. B.t as ir is impoſſible for the 
Leopard to change his skin, and the Ahiopian his hew, ſo de Salez (ces ic labour loſt to think 
toreclaim his wite from her beaftly fin of Adultery, wherein (notwithſtanding all that poſſibly 
he can do) (hz takes ſuch a delight and habit, as by this time ſhe is grown. ſo exrremely impu- 
d:ne, as when her Husband is at home, ſh- is abroad ranging and he isno ſooner abroad, but 
ſh: is inftantly at home rovelling with her Ruffians : Yea, ſhe is growneo that height of obſce= 
nity, as ſh: contemns and (1:ights hee Husband z that whether he be abroad or at home, ſhe will 
play the whore before his face wich open doors; which although it be coo late for him to re- 
medy, yet it bites him to the heart, and grievs him to the gall z and now ir is that hea thouſand 
times thinks of his Fathers advice and counſell in forſaking her; and as often wiſhzrh he had fol- 
lowed ir. Now it is that his unnaturall murthering ofhis Fathergthunders forth horrorgtercor, & 
repentance tg his foul and guilty conſcience 3 and now ir is that he wiſhed from his hearr,{thac 
he had been blind when he firtt ſaw her , & faicly laid in his grave,before be lay with her in bed, 
Butthe(e his complaints and griefs, bring him only vexation aud miſcrics inſtead of comfors ; 


for now he uttzrly deſpairs, and ſecs no hope of A reformation : ba 6 
alvcy 


ro acquaint the Lieutenant Criminal! therewith , fearing left he might afrer ſuſpect cithes, 


3 Gar ga inn. Bak 


= - ” — — - 


ſolves to diverce himfelf from het, and to that end takes connfall thereon : bur it is nor fy 
ſecrecly managed by him, bur rhe Serumpet hiswiſe hath preſent -norice and inckling 
whereypor ſecing her Hikband exceeding rich, both in Latids , Coyn, Plate, and other ridy 
houſhold-ftuff, ſhe yowes nor to quit her great Joynter, ſhare and imcereft hereof thus. Burhg/ 
fore he had ierolled hits ſiite in the Spirituall Court; or any way verited his own ſhame and 
whres inifarny in ike, ſhe like true Courtiſang and debauſhed Strumpet ayſhe was, vowey 
to ptevehr him th Wenn tn mn and to ſend him to bis death , that would feck to dj. 
vorte hct; atid in refpeft ofhis —_—_— malice, that as ſhe had formerly poyſoned 17 
Frange for her ſake; fol mitrthe him for her own. "#2 

Bae miſctable and excerabſe weetth , Oh to what a moriftrous height and huge ſum will of 
theſe thybeaftly firs, and bloudy enortnities ariſe and amount unite ? But Lift , Malice and 
Roby: like three ihfernall Puries, and preoccupate her ſenſes, as ſhe will not i& 
tire; till ſhe hath ſent her Hasbahd tm another world in a bloudy winding-ſhect. To which 
end, watching the time when moſt of her ſervants were gone abroad to gather in the Vintage, 
ſhe ſoftly epening ker Husbands Chamber door , fteals in, and finding him ſoundly ſIeepi 
proacheth his Bed, when drawing forth a Rafor from her ſkeve, which ſhe had | 
vided, ſhe with an implacable and damnable malice ſteps to him, and cuts his throat, | 
only theſe words to her ſelf ; Loe here the reward of thy jealoufie; when throwing the Knife , 2 
her 6ntward Taffatz Gown into the houſe of Office, ſhe leaving himwel in bis bl 
vety ſecretly conveyts her ſelf thorow che Gallerie to the Garden , whete her Waiting-Gentle- 
womin attends her, and ſo hlesaway to the Chutch , chinking with a wretched impictic to 
cloak this her ſeebnd murther , as her forther, under the veil of Religion and piery ; bar her 
hopes, and the Devill char gave theni her, will now deceive her. | 

hope rotoommmotmem ne for life againſt the pangs of death ; __ 
haſt {contrary to her Interit and tnind) had ſo made his murtherous wifes hand ſhake ay 
tremble, as ſhe?did nor ſo fully cut his throat-bole, but he could yer both cry and groan, which 
he did verie tnournfully, and which indeed was ſoon over-heard by a manand a maid-ſery 
of his, who only remained in the hoaſe, who ating te = mignon 
up, at theſe his pitifull and * lIamentable out-cryes ing co his ce hear 
Coith bisbeſt power Jatter theſe ſearfull ſpeeches; Thet my wife bath kild mee : 0 
that ſhee-Devill my wife hath murthered mee. Whereat they cry out at the windows to the neigh 
boars for help, aMledoing that their Maſter is marthred. Neighbours afſemble, and heat 
him report ſo much z fo they ſend away for his Confefſor, and the Lieutenant Criminal, to 
both whom he agaih confefleth, Thar it is the Strumpet bis wife who bath murthered him. And 
thcaggiting himſefirpin his Bed(with as much ftrengrh as his dying wound would permit hin)) 
h them both by the hands,wirh infinite ſighs and tears wwe | tothem,that heit was,who 
at the ſeducing of the Devill, had ftifled his Father Argemtier to death in Paris, that he did it 
only to marry this whore his murthterous wife La Hay; that the killing of his Father , yea the 
very remembrance thereof infmitly grieves his heart ad ſoul, and for the which he infinicly re- 
peneeth himſclf, and beſeecheth'the Lord of mercy , in _— to forgive itghim; and likewiſe 

yed all that were preſent to prayunto God for him ; and theſe were his laſt words, for now 
bis fleeting and fading breath wonld 'permit him to fay no more. 

All that were prefent are amazed at this Iamentable confeffion of his, to ſee that he ſhould 
murther his Father, and his execrable wife, well near himſelf; ſo they all glorificd God fot 
the derteftion and diſcovery hereof : Bur the Lieutenant Criminall, and the Counſellors bis af- 
ſociatcs Rep to the window, and confult to have him h » Whlcs he is yer living , for the 
moarthering of his Father. But De Sales faves them that 3 for there and then he finks in- 
to hisBed, and'dycs away before them ; ſo they inftantly ſearch the houſe and City for thit 
weeeched Murthereſs Le Hay, whom impious and bloudy Strumper they at laft find in the Do- 
minican Friers Church at a Sermon, from whence wich much obloquy and indignity they drag 
her to Prifon , where theyſcharge her with the murther of her Husband De Sales , which thc 
| Devill as yer will not permit her to confeſs ; burbeing adjudged by them to the Rack , ſhe at 
the very firſt torment confeffeth jt. 

Upon which ſeverall Murthers, the Criminal! Fudges of the Tournells proceeded to ſen- 
rence : ſo firſt they adjuged the dead body of De Sales for ſo inhumanly murdring his 
Father Argentier , to be half a day hang'd by the heels to the common Gallowes , and 
then to be burntrto Aſhes , which is accordingly executed : rhen they adjudge his Wife 
Le Ho » for mmrthering him , che next day co be ſtrangled, then burnt : fo that night 
ſoinc Divinesdeal with her in Prifon about the ate ofher foul , whom they find infinitly 
obdurated through the vanity of her youth , and the temptations of the Devill z bur they 

work 
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woe En a "V8" 
work cfcE&ually with hcr , and'ſo laſt (by the mercies of Gdd ) draw her to contrition 
and repentance , when willing her n@ to charge” her ſoal with the concealing of any other 
crime » and ſh:wing her the dangers thereof, ſh= very freely, yer nn confefſerh, how 
h: ic was , that} for three hundred Crowns: had cauſed th: Emperick Michaele topoyſon Le 
Frange, for the which ſh: told chem ſhe was now exceedingly repencant and - 
ofthe Divincs (fith it was not delivered them under the ſea} of Confeftiori ) advertifirig, 
Judges, chey all wonder at Gods providence, to ſee how all theſe mart ee dire 
and burſt forth , one in the neck of the others fo they alter her ſentence, and for chile: 
double'murthers, they condemn her to have her right hand cur off, and then eo be burnt alive :. 
and ſo they make curious inquiry and reſearch 6g chizotd bloudyyarlet Michathe, * 
In chEmean time, that very afternoon, this' miſerable and -murthcrousCurteſan Le Heyy 
h to the grief of her ſorrowfull Father and Siſters yet to the joy of alVTbelouſe,is broughr 
and faſtencd to the ſtake, where her hand being firſt ſtruck off, ſhe wich many lighes and 'reares 
deliverech cheſe few words :- That her crimes w:re (o foul and odious , asfh:jwas aſhamed <6 
look either God or man in the face ; Tharſhe was very forrowfull for caufing 'L#Frenge to be 
, as alſo for murthering of her Huzband De Salez,whoſe wealth ſhe only c 
ed, but not himſelf, the which ſhe wholly arcribured ro'the luſt and vaniry of heryouh!, to- 
of prayer, and forſaking of God ; which made the Devill ſo ſtrong wich her, and 
ſhe with che D:vill , and which was the ſole cauſe and ground of this h:zr miſcrable- ruine 
and deftruRtion ; ſhe with tears and prayers the Lotd rob: good unto her ſoul; and 
(lifting up her eyes and hands to Heaven likewiſe hes the whole afſembly to pray hea» 
unto for her: when recommending her ſoul into the hands of. her Redeemer , the fire 
ieheed, herbody was ſoon cay to aſhes ,, whoſe lamentable , yer jaſt end: and pu- 
niſhment, cauſed anumber CONN as yet pitrying her youth and bcaury, as much 
as they detefted theſcnormity of her crimes. * + oe: nee 
And now for this devillith and murtherous Em Michaele, alchough as ſoon as he heard 
of Le Hayes impriſonment , he (to ſave hi ) left Tholouſe, and fi:d rowards Caftres, dif- 
in a Friers habit , with his Bcard ſhaven :. yet by the care of the Court of Parliament, or 
rather by the immediat finger and providence of God, he is found out ,''and brought back to 
' Tholouſe, where for poyſoning of Le Frange; (the which he now without the Rack confeſſeth) 
he is adjudged to be broken on the wheel , there to remain till he be dead, and then his body to 


be thrown into the River of Garroxe 5 the which the ſame - day js according} ted and 
, to the Infink joy of all ds we oh, bus an Arbelſt fo c deſperatly 
e&d a D:vill, without any ſhew at = cher of c Icloy ye repentance ;' only he vomitted 
forth this wretched ſpeech 3 Tb che Workd had Fomuch to ſay to him, he would 
nothing to the World, but bad the Executioner diſpatch him, - - 5+ 0 
Now by the fight of chis mournfull and Llogdy Hi Chbriftian Reader may obſerve and 
fec how Gods revenge doth till criumph againſt marther,-and how hee in his due time and pro- 
vidence doth affuredly (till dete& and puniſh ic, Ir is a Hiſtory which may Erve to detere and 
forewarn all young Gentlemen , nat to frequent the companies of whores + and Strum- 
z and all Sons not to tranſgrefs the will of thely Parents , . leſs not to dareto 
y violent hands on them. Ir js a las when young.Grnleyon nd Wives may act life ſee, 
what bicter fruics and ſharp ends cver attend upon Whoredam and Murther : it is a lively Ex- 
a__— all kind of Empericks avd Drug fters wharſoever, to confider how ſeverely God doth” 
infallibly revenge and puniſh the poyſoning of his Saints and Chilgrey, Ins word ,/irhs 
and Caveat for all people, and for all degrees of people. os gaeclaly of Chriſtians, { who- 
the Goſpell of Chrift )not only to dexeft theſe of Revenge and Murther in others, 
tO hate and abhorr them in themſelves 3 which.rhat all may endeavour «9 pradtice and per- 
form, grant good God, who indeed art the only giver of all goodneſs. 
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H1 STORY XII. 


Albemare caxſeth Pedro and Leonardo to marther Barctano, and be after marrieth Clara,wbow 
Barctano firſt ſought to nngs to eauſeth bis man Valer 


a Litter which Leonardo ſent 


10 10 poyſon Pedro in Priſon , and by 


Clara perceives that ber Husband Albemare bad bired and 
cauſed Pedro and Leonardo to murther ber firſt Baretano, which Letter ſhe reveales to the Fudge, 
ſo he is banged , and likewiſe Valerio and Leenardo for theſe 


VV what face can we preſume to tread on 


that of Heaven , when our thoughts are (o rebellio 


refolations ſo cruel to imbrue our hands 
Brethren ? Thoughts they are , which in ſeeming 
do therefore truly poyſon our ſoules, becauſe 


in the innocent bloud of our harmlcſs and Chriftion 


they ſo falſely pleaſe our ſenſes,) Reſolutions 
they are, which we cannot conceive or attempt with mor 


Sith in thinking to ſend them to their untimely graver, 
miſerable and infamous endsz whereof in this enſuing 
fidents,and mournfull examples, in divers infortunate and 
to happineſs , not to infamy; to profperity, not to mHſer 

cure their lives , as Vanity and Impiety to ruin them. 


their bloudy crimes, 


the face of Exrth, or darclife up our eyevto 
us to conſpire, and our hearts arid 


to pleaſe cur ſenſes, poyſon.our hearts,(and 


e inhumanicy,than finiſh with miſery, 
we affuredly ſend our ſelves toourown 
Hiſtory, we ſhall find many woſull Pre» 

wretched 'perſons, who were bom 
3 If they had ſo wuch Grace to ſe 


tisa Hiftory purpoſely produced and' 
penned ,for our deteftation, not for our imitation 3 Sit 


dom in all mengto beware by other harms. 
'-ſelfthereby,and ſo thoutmaycft boldly ; and ſaſcly 
puniſhments, will prove the re{ormation of thine © 


h itis a point of (true and happy )wiſ- 
Read it then with'a full jntentto ke thy 


reſt affurcd, that the fight of their fins and 
WI. 


Fruitfull 


the more eeuly to ivform our curi6firy ,/ a 
2nd Gordy Prachie 6e Feri Pha J '&, afV/rcerey ofrth 
K 4 the : T | 2s. EE 
ar orange: an ancient jr ed; ho titatdo Cabell, who 
yearwhad married a 8 eG ALalys Gay 
ed om dr Caftiane; He cceoding ich wad and the "as 
achers fide allyed to Cardinal! Charles Borromeo Chic: - | | 
- mother' ro rhe Dike of Abbacterquez he tte is cttratY 
wealth, ſhe no lefs be and reſpedted for her bea Moore: iid althoiwgh 
bur few ma conerated berween che Millemeſes RE. Spttiatdr , and thoſe ver N 
if & proſperous,in reſpett ot the <> wich for << tr6olt part is bi 
wher tho commands of the Sparierds, and the fubjcHion” of the W/lendfes 3 
that this of Capello and Caſtiane was firſt inſtic In Heaven , ere conſtr 
for ſo ſweetly did their y cars, humours, and wr pwagee's mand ſyth 
were tyO perſons, yet I may craly afficti and ſay , Thad bact er, 
3 which was miucually to pleaſe, and reciprocally td Itkft and love each 
og Fall pated truly happy and'fortunare , 63 ok ot; 


\ 


1 ee Prolog or np err boats 
indeed che ap pn hs __ 
atfeQions; ot | 


yd | 
py the T_ 
iſhed relation; For the firſt,ſhe was NY eathes 


nar rar Perſpetiihe, 
ke) be hair either of adcep NE 


Litl but yet foi np bra 
ror ror Ne he 


ork — p pln pA 
keQion of her other exce of VET - 
rok Andie fourth, he A ws wt palte None! 
y' | t ; f 
ofthe ractries and cxceltenciesof her Rn {ch Yee 
ther che carſofitic and carc of her Parents Ip*her 


ery, an bet eb 
x6; p Agel . 


feftand ſeek herin marriage and indeed 
reſpc& andhenobr, atfrcradlein all reed? 


a_ KK; rang area BYf. 


ſcended, rick aud of fore twendle five yetty 


clemcdi 


| Ripgwtens ws equivalentz If his generous perſe®tion ong 
(mg ape of 'ber aff:&idn had not; 

;formerly fixed” and ſetſed they 
bur in all es reſpeCts , as well of 
iour, mn eigntior Alphonſui Baxetano , wo. 
if Millen, of ſome igheern years old ,, whdſc- Fa 


Ll 

, we muſt Pans pelagaeins of allcke Bk 
aff-A&ed and loved Clara; ſo of all the Cavaliers of the: 
| er but Beretano: for as conformity of years , mannery/ 
| tn acotrbeceds ym pathy in affe&tions z ſo they in their render youth often frequented) 
W onthe others anys. per rams and Mufick: Matters, but Many Umes ax, 
Weddirigs, Fe .and foble Aﬀſcmlicsz being well near as cquall.in age, as in complcxiogs 

and ſtature. een) or they we their refidence added much t> the combiningand-intla« 
ning of thei z fort pn oving bu: bn chele mantton houſes, from: 
zhole 5" indows many "I iekly » buc more often by ſtealth 5 their eyes) 
:ogld hc palaingd _ $45 with che inviſible. launces of love and affcEtion , which! 
brec xd foch a habic , and habig, ſo powerfull a _ Nature, that it was nowbrcome im 
polſible'for chem noe to each og other ſo as if the innocency of their pueriliry, made thenjs 
Na cat EET pany with deſire; ſo now their more rip: ye years inforct) 


non notthe jun 
a more powerfull or ingenious Ta 

os wer, , bur az if cheir heares and ch 
SIT But now when their ycars 
under the Scandard of Hymeneus This Venurt 
z youth (wich asmuch right as ſame- 
wanting , which as yet ' 

red to findthat which they wan 
of a Hezband, iofinitly wiſhed 
Gs e ardently longed, and ferycently de; 
2 y ſay, w he were more affetionat in his 
reſolute in her a to him ; ſo that ay heretofore 
me (running,.on her ſweet carter ) had, caught them! 
7h Baretano only tearmed Clare his ſweet Maidyand: 
Nor hd ſaggeſt:d and given them new defires , and th: refort 
ney, as well in carnefÞ as.i jeſt, be could not refrain totearm:her hig 

er dearduabend ; and herein their tongues were only bur the ourward 

| PET fevers won of their mo re: and retired - 


o-the Pareners, wy als Te thts queandacainea 


| my” New, it. is hap y-0 key berwix 
rom Land woballcooonl, a thar. be cone other Nee 
ST gt bacame Coon ors and Rivals. in their 


(ymparhize intheir hopes to purchaſe herto 
ay how co her. For whſlcs 
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knowledge thievof; when procefting ofhis intire and ferveneaſſedtion co ber ,/ and thar\ he muſt, 
efrher wed her or his Grave,:hey conſult on-their importantbufineſs, how they may derhronize 
b«tetambgKinehronize Albemare in the chairE choice of Clar#'s atk: tionzAs for Capello & Cafti> 
ana they ſo highly aff:& Albemare; gear and:frec eftare, and ſo diſdainfully bate the intricat.in- 
oumbrances of Baretano's,as they vow their reſolutions ſhall fail b#the Eo of his defirtyzbe 
he in cxchange;, thar his aff:&ions and defires ſhall till fteer rheje courſe by thar'of their reſolu- 
tivsz So from the matter of their agecement, they proceed to the manner how to cfiet itz,To 
whichend her Father and Morher fingle their Daughter apart, and in mild andfair de- 
mand of her , what hath paſt betwixt her and Baretaxo,, and whether ſhe beſo and-in- 
contiderate to take ſo poor a Gentleman for her Husband , whoſe effate is ſo weak and ſmall,as. 
ix.cannor well maintain himſelf, mach leſs ber; Clare altcadyrepared and armed by her af 
| feftiontoreceivetheſe orthelike ſpeeches from her Parents, having twice or thrice Metamor- 
phoſed the Lillies of her cheeks into Roſes, very terypzratly and modeſtly returnds them/this 
diſcteer and reſpeRtive anſwer. | adit gait 
- That as ſhe muſt need affirm ſhe is confident of Baretano's aff.&ion to ber , ſo: ſhe. muſt as 
texly deriy, thatas yer he had ever motioned her for marriage; which if he had ,: c | 
that his birch, means, and vertues were ſuch as every way deſerved not only her <quall buc het 
ſuperiourzſhe is enforced to reveal th:m,that ſh: loves him ſo tenderly and dearly, as if her will. 

| and pleafure benot contradiCted by theirs, it will be noc w_ her joy bur her felicicy, to accept 
and cake-bim for her Husband,before all others of the world.* | En IP 
»;Burrhis modeſt anſwerof hers, they hold roo peremprorie for a child co give, and Parents 
toxeceivez asit ic favoured more of irregular z:al to Beretano, than of due reſpett and obedi- 
ence to themſelves; yer the ſooner to dive-t her from her owndefirey and reſolutions, to make 
hee flexible torheirs, chey as yet hold it fir, rather to continue mild chan imperious towards 
her z- and ſoby depraving the 'deſerts and d:bafing the merits of Baretansz "to ſeek ro! extoll 
and magnific thoſe of A/bemare, as if the firſt were only a foy}, and the ſecond arich Diamond. 
# worthy of her: affeftion and wearing 3 and indeed ſo exquitite and excellent 'a Cavalier" they 
” depaint him co herin the richeſt frame and of all hizpraiſcs, aſwell of the endowrhents 
| | hav np infllaacing Ocarcele uncfſayed , nor per- 
ſwaltreattemprunattempred , to' make her ſhake hands with Bareteno, and conſtqueritly to 


yea 

fined her: judgment, and indodtrinated and prompted her- tongue , that ther cthonghts com- 
borh by 1 her defires and aff:Aion to Berttany s} ſhe 

eonfuſcdly intermixing, and interrupting her words wich many far-terched broken fighs, again 


therewich, eh ivwas no diſs 
» bur rather an | with Clare , and Clare with bir, 
Whiichconddded berwize apello and Caftione, Albemere is ſo far from rg this advice 


anti counſell, az heembracethitewicth-much joy and deleftation , and vowes 
periloſhie lie. )c perſevere and parſiether in tnarciage. To which-end, C 
2039907 2t5 yoEE 
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ha. 


ving 
bod far more reaſon 


hen yr tontarejirs Or with 
his md 


acceſs; as his hopetupon 
times 


. places in conferring amb 
their affcEtions , indeficing that ſame Church or 


noo tg 
cen our two young amorons Turle, 


calling | 
; | cannotcanceal or bear fo cloſcly, bur her 
| whom they had purpoſty ' appointed as Sentinels to eſpic and diſcover meetings- 


165 


ompany-and condudt her but only «bemare, hoping rhat a ſmall time, his preſence and 
iporrnae ſolicitations rye the memory. of — An _y his own ey 
and thoughts of his ſweet Clare. ing her baniſhed from 
NR eryorier em oa i Heaven ſbe chiefly and only de- 


yet«no for the abſence of his ſweet Saint, and yn er for as their affcRion, ſo their 


Frewite, for the conveyance of two Letters to Adodena,, ro-bis Lady: which (4s fic Agents 
ſuch amorous employments ) they (with mare cunning and fidelicy, than. zcal , and Feli- 
gion )(afcly delivered her, and likewiſe returned him her anſw:rs thereof. And becauic the fer- 


cnd to give the better _ Grace to their Hiftery , and 
the fuller ſarisfaftion and content tothe curiofity of the Reader. That which Beretano ſent 
{ar2 upon herdeparture for Afillzr to Modena by the Frier, ſpake thus. 


_ 


BARETANO to CLARA. 


He? Juſtly may T tearm my ſelf infortunate, Sith I am' enforced. to be miſerable before 1 know 
\Þ 4 what belongs to happineſs : For if ever I found any content , or Heaven upon Earth, it was 
| only in thy ſweet preſence 5 which thy ſudden abſence, and unexyefied exile, hath now made, at leaſt, 
wy Purgatory , if not my hell. Fair Clara judge of thy Baretano by thy ſelf , what a matchleſs 
ef it is to my heart, and a beart- killing terrour to my thoughts,to ſee thee made ceptive to my rival, 
and that the Fates and thy Parents ſeem1o be ſo propitious to his deſires, and ſo inexorable and cruetl. 
fomine 3 That I muſt live aloe in Millan without thee, and be alone in with thee : which 
wakes that, I kwow not , whether 1 more envy bis joy 5 or lament and pitty mine own ſorrogs and 
efliGions, But if I have any ſenſe or ſhadow of oourfort in this my calamity, it only conſiſts in this, 
that as tho carriedit away my beart with thee ; ſo thou wilt vouchſafe to return me thine. in thy 1et= 
ter by @ reciprocall requitall and exchange. For if thou neither bring me thy ſelf , nor ſend me that, 
I may be ſought in Mullan , bus found no where but in Heaven. Were IT privileged by thy conſens, 
much more authorized by thy command , I would ſpeedily rather flye than poſt tothee : for Fair and. 
Dear Clara, as thou ert my ſole joy , and Sovergign felicity , ſo whiles I breath this air of life, thy 
will ſhall be my law, thy Commans my compaſs 5 and thy pleaſure my reſolution. 


Barctano; 


Acr 
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= Anfwer returned by the Friir to BARETANO at Mile, was tO this 
c 6 | 
| CLARA tw BARETANO. 


T is for none but our ſelves to judge how equally we participate and ſhare of miſery , in being dpi 
Los of each tas nts. Thou G—_ mine abſenceenber thy purgatory', or thy bel 

Pry afflifiions and torments for thine are ſo great, and withall ſo.infitin, as 1 bave all the equity and 
reaſon of the world to repute them mot only one, but both. Thou art miſtaken in the point of my thra. 
domes for whiles Albemare vowes bimſelf my caprive., 1 diſdain to be bis , and both vow andirks 
month 30 be only Barccano's. I know not whetver I bave brought thy heart with me to Modena, bm 
fure I am, 1 left mine with thee in Millan. If my Parents ſeem now pleaſing and propitious to bing 
I am ytt ſo far from diſpair , as 1 confidently bope the F ates will not prove cruell or inexorablen 
thee, andin thee to my ſelf : _ rather NT < => _ yr rs. _ _ 

h they Cannot onr tons and conſtancy. If Clarave t FL, over aign felicity , | 

+ 9m emmys rare. ie Mrrwars with my ſelf iz Modena , or 
with thee in Mill: nz Tet ſuch is my Aunt Emelia's care, and Albemares jealofie over me, that wes 
thou in this G ity thou couldeft'difficultly ſee me , but impoſſebly ſpeak with me ; wherefore refrains 
whiles , andlet thy Fourney hither to me be ended ere began ; yet with this proviſo and condition, 
that the cauſe thereof, thy affettion to me, be began never to be ended : andthinkthat my flay and ex 
ile here ſhall be as ſhort, as either my beft Art in my ſelf can invent , or trueft zeal to thee þ; 

I's which laterim let ws ſolace our ſelves , and vifit each other by the Ambaſſadors of our hearts ,f 
mean our letters : And this reſolve my dear Barctano » that during our abſence whiles thou dodf 


| Idza , I will not fail thine. 
feaſt on my 1dza , I will not fail to ſurfet on thine a 


Baretano's other Letters ſens Clare to Modena , by the Pilgrim, was couched and penned 
in theſe tcarmt» .- 


BARETANO o CLARA. 


Hi not thy requeſts (in thy laſt letter) gramted out « Probibition againit my defires and wiſhes, 
I had long ſince left Millan to have ſeex Modena, and in it thy ſelf my ſweet and dear Lady; 
but I ſpeakyjt to my preſent comfort, and future conſolation and joy y that it is exceſs , not want of 
affetiion which infuſeth this provident care and carefull providence to thy reſolutions , to the end that 
thy return makg us as joyfull es thy departure ſorrowſull , and m_—_ that rhe laſt prove as ſweet 
uxto our hearts and thoughts, as the firſt was bitter : And yet believe me dear Clara, that my affetÞ- 
01.55 ſo intire and fervent to thee,becauſe I know thine is reciprocelly ſo to my ſelf 3 that T deem it uht 
only capable tomakg difficult things eafie , but whichis more, i laties poſſible : For, for thy ſake 
what world I not attempt? and to enjoy thy fight and preſence what would I leeve nnperformed? But 
if thou wilt not permit mee to come 10 thee to Modena, or yet ſpredily reſolve to return to me to Millan, 

wil dengrenm gg Jobs and D:ſpair my Hope 3 For if thox baſten not thy arrivall and 
our interview , ſickyeſi will be my death. Wert thou as bind as fair , or as affefionate as I am for- 
vent in: affettion, thou wilt then rather ſuffer me to live with thee y thanto dye for thee : for in this 
reft confident, that if thou deny me that requeſt , 1 cannot Nature this tribute , my affeftion this be- 
mage, or thy beauty this ſacrifice. 


BARETANO. 


| And Clare her Anſwer hereunto retuned te Afillan to Bretene) , by the forclaid Pilgrim, 
was traced in theſe words; | 


CLARA 


Albetare aud Clara, 169 
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Hiſt. XI. 
CLARAto BARETANO. 


He laft command of my Parents , and the firft reſolution of my Aunt Emelia, and my futer Al- 

bernare, have now reduced me to ſo ftril « Sequeſtration ( or rather captivity) as only my 
thoughts , hardly my pen hath the freedom and power to fignifie thee ſo much. But as calmes enſue 
rempeſts, and Sun-ſhine howres, ſo T beſeech thee 10 brook it with as Ry Tg , it T dowith 
+ grief; and mt only boye, but reſolve, that violence is never permanent , and all extremes ſuþje@t 19 
revolution and change. Wherefore my dear Batctano, confider and think with thy ſelf; that my 
flay from Millan, and thy probibition from Modena, hath bis two-fold excuſe , that is in my will , but 
got as yet in my power to per form; aud this will rather binder, than any way advance the accompliſh= 
ing of our deſires 5 Sith a little time may that with my parems , which I fear importunity will 
aever 5 neither can thy beart ſo much long for my fight , or wiſh for my preſence, as my ſoul doth for 
thine : Sith to give thee but one word for all, ity ff, and only thy ſelf , art both the life of my joy , 
#nd the joy of my life. A thouſand times a day I wiſh Modena were Millan, and again , as often 
that were meta ſed into Barctano, Therefore I am ſo farr# from preventing thy 
jty , 4s though at the price of my death, I amreedy to ſacrifiſe my life for the preſervation of thine; 
as alſo for the baniſhing of thy deſpair. VV rite me not then of thy ſickutſt , left thow a5 ſoon bear 
of my death , wp ytoyorede pads gets 4 rcgrvery-yotu granted and given thee 
my ſelf, which is all that either I can grve, or thou defire; cheriſh thy ſelf for my ſake , and wil thy 
remembr ance for mine: . | 


CLARA 


By theſe loving Letters of theſe our Lovers, the Reader may obſerve and remark, what a 
firm league, and ftriRt and conſtant friendſhip there was concraftce and fetled berwixe them, 
and what a hell their abſence was each to thoughts and contemplations, In the mean 
time, whiles Barctaxo cntcttains Clare with Letters, Albemere doth with words, wherein 
ke uſerh his beſt Rhetorick and Oratory, to draw her to his defires; and withall, to liften and 

out, if there paſs any paſſages of Lerrers, or other corteſpondency betwixt them. Which ; , 
Elare her aff:Xion to Baretaro vow, and her diſcretion to her (elf reſolve to con- 
ceal and obſcure from Albeware, yet loe here falls ont a finifter and uncxpetted accident, which 
will diſcover and bewray it 3 yea, and of all fides, and to all parties produce grief, forrow, 
choler, and repentance, which in cffe&(briefly) is thas. 
| Clars had rcaſonin her former Lerrer ſence by the Pilgrim, to tearm this her ſequeſtration in 
Modens a captivity, fith the bounds of her Aune Emelias two finall Gardens, and the wills of 
her lice Park , were the limits wherein her liberry was confined , and her ſelf asit were, in- 
marcd, for farther (h: was not permitted to go, except ro the Church with her Aunc in has 
Coach, but ſtill accompaincd by Albemeare, who lefr no mintres or occafions,as well to ſee her, 
as to be ſeen of her. Now to give fome truce ( though not peace ) to her difcontents, and 
thereby ſomewhat tocalm the imperuofiry of thole tempefſts , which love had ftirred up in her 
heart and thoughts for the abſence of her Betretans, ſhe never berter accompanied than when 
alone, ſometime paſt away the irkſomnefs of her time Im walking in the Gardens , but many 
times in the Park cloſe (hut, followed only by her W -gcntlewoman Adriana ; for in rc- 
of her Aunts unkindneſs , and Albemares jealonfie, ſhe would neither accept of her fami> 
icy, nor of his company. Now co the atareft end of the Park, nor farr diftanc from the ſc- 
cond Garden, was a curious walk , ranked about with rowes of Sycemore trecs , and at 
the farther end thereof a cloſe ore-ſhadowed Bower; yea fo cloſely veilcd , that the raics of the 
San could neicher peep in, ro ſcorch the pureneſs of her beauty, or to contend with the piercing 
luftre and reſplendency of her cycs 3 and to this Bower, in a fair and clear day, Clare ( about 
three of the clock after dinner ) repaices, having in her hand to delude the time, the old amo- 
rous Hiſtory of Hero and Leander , which was very lately illuſtraced, and newly reprinted in 
Milan, and wherein indeed for the conformity bf their loves with her own , ſh: rook a ſingular 
delight roread z but that whichgave ſweeter mafick ro her thoughts, and fclicity to her heart, 
and mind, wore her Baretexs's ewo Letters (which we have formerly ſeca) and which as then 
ſh: had parpoſcly brought wich her to ſurvey and perufe 3 yea, ſhe reads them ore again and a- 
gain; and co wrice the truth , more oftner than there are words, orl think fiflables cherein 
contain:d ; bur when ſh: d:(ccnds to his name, ſhe cannot refrain from kiſſing it ; yea, and 
ſach is her read: love co Baretano, as ſhe bedews it with her tears z a thouſand times ſhe withed 
hec Glfwirh him, oc he wich her, ahd bitrecly blames the cruelty of her Parents , for ſeparating 
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their bodies, fth ſh: not only ho ed, bur affarcd her ſelf » that God had conjoyned, and united 
thcir hearts. Bur whiles ſhe in - middeft of cheſe paſlionat cxrafics/ſcems to be rapt up into the 
H-aven of joy , at the peruſall of theſe Letters of Beretaxo and then again tobe plug. 
ged into the bell of ſorrow, atthe conſideration and remembrance of his abſence, ſhe bears, 
voice, which (he thinks is not farr off from her, when looking forth the Bower, and decming jy 
to bz chat of ber Waiting-gentlewoman, whom ſhe ſaw ſonxewhat ncar ber gathering of Stray. 
berrics and wild Lillics, ſhe within a flight ſboot from her, perccives it tobe her Lover, (but ng 
h-r love,)Albemare, who knowing her there in the Bower, and for want of other talk, ſpeaking 
to the Eccho, ſhe gueſſed by his courſe, (wherein ſhe was not deceived that he had an intene 
to ſalutc and ſpeak with her ; which to prevent, becauſe it wholly diſpleaſed her , to be cum- 
bred with the company of ſo unwelcomed a gueſt as himſclf , ſh: baftily folds up her Letters jig 
her Handkercher , and clapping them (at leaft as ſhe chought ) into the pocker of her Go 
takes her book in her band, and calling Adriaza, trips away back towards the Garden, by the 
other fide of the Park, purpoſcly ro eſchew and ayoyd him , as indeed ſhe did. 
Albemare grievs to (cc Clara*s coyni{s and cruelty toward him, although ſhe were d 
forth the from him, yet his aff:Ction is ſo fervent to her, as he will nceds aſcendthe \ 
eſtceming it not only a kind of content, but a blefling to bis thoughts , fith ke canot be where 
ſhc is , yer to be where ſhe bath becn 3 when thinking ro mount the fairs of the Bower, he un- 
expc&-d at the foot thereof, finds the wo Letters wherecf we have formerly ſpoken, which it 
ſecms ſlipt forih of Clare*s Handkercher , as the was putt'ng it into her pocket 3 Albemare taking 
up the Letters, and ſeeing them dircRed to his ſweer Clare , he berwixt the extremes of Toye 
and joy, kifſeth them again and again for her ſake 3 when fitting down in the Bower, he be- 
takes himſelf ro read and peruſe them , verily cxpeCting and hoping to gather and draw ſome- 
thivg from them which might tend ro advance the cis of his affection rowards her 3 But 
when he had read the firft, be was (o cxtenmely perp exed and aftlited, as he had hardly the 
ticnce to peruſe the ſecond, and yer at length haſtily and as | runging it over, and ſccing 
by a)1 the circumſtances thereof , that it was in vain for hinyany longer to hope for Clare, 
ſke was Baretans's , and Baretano here, helike one Lunatick, ſtawps with his foot, throws away 
his Hat, tears his hair for vcry griefand choler , now thinking to tear the Letters, and then to 
offcr violence to himſelf 3 But when the fames and flames of this his folly were over-blown, 
and that he had again recalled his wits to take | ws inthe proper ſcat of his judgment and:def- 
cretion; then taking np his Har, and pulling it down his care, he leaves the Bower and Park,and 
ſo going into the houſe, ſhews them the Lady Emelia her Aunt, who prayes him not to dif- 
pair, but that Bareraw®*s Letters notwithſtandinghe himſelf ſhall ſhortly marry her Niece Clara 
only ſhe prayes him tor the two Letters, becauſc ſhe affirms, ſhe will to morrow ſend themto 
Millaxzzo her Father and Mother; Wherein he faith, he will take adviſe of his pillow ; when 
faſting, out his Supper, he berakes himſclf to his B:d, ro fee whether be can fleep away thoſe 
his paſſions a@d vexaiions: And by this time Clare going to lock up theſe two aforeſaid ler- 
ters in her Trunk, ſhc finds ber Hankercher , but mifſcth her Letters , wherear "bluſhing for 
ſham, and then again looking pale'for ſorrow, gricfand anger, ſh: ſpeedily ſends away Adri- 
«na to the Bower, to look them, who returns without them, and then ſhe knows for certain 
that Albemare hath found them; whereupon ſor mcer grief and anger, fcigning her ſelf fick,ſhe 
withdraws her (elf ro her Chamber,and chere preſently betakes her felf to her bed. 
| may well Gay that Clara and Albemere betake rhemſclves ro their beds; bur 1 am ſure not to 
their reſt z For grict and love (o violewly a& their ſeverall parts in their hearts and choughs, 
as figh they do, but ſlecp they cannot; Yea their paſſions and ſorrows are as diff:rentas their de» 
fires z for as Abbemare now grieves that he hath found theſe Letters z ſo doth Clara that ſhe hath 
loſtthem ; and as he vows not to reſtore her them, ſo ſhe neither dares, and yet diſdaineth to 
demand them of him; Yea agaiy, which is more, as their ſorrows arc different , fo are their 
pretended cunſolations, at leaft if I may properly and truly rearm them confolations : For as 
(lara, although ſhe have Icft her Baretexo's Letters , doth yet rejoyce that ſhe fill retains the 
Writ. r and Authour thereof ingraven and charaQtercd in her heart 3 fo doth «Albemare, that 
now fully knowing Baretano to. bethis rivall, and who by all probability is like to bear his 
miftris from him, he hath (as he injuftly conceives)a juſt reaſon to be revenged,and a true'oc- 
caſjon to' figkt with him z but as Clars's comfort and conſolation herein proceeds from-true 
aff:&icn, ſodoth the vanity and impicty of thisreſolution of Albemares from hellifh malice 
& devilithindignationz yeaalthough the night doth or ſhould bring counſel, yer as Clare paſ- 
ſeth it ver only with ſighs, ſo doth Altemare with fumes of revenge againſt Baretano, vow- 
irg thu he will in the morn rowards Mill: and there tric his fortune , either rokill him, or 
to be kill:d othim, in a Dacl; to which cnd he is no ſooner ready , a bm 
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Lady Emeclie with his intended journey, but not with his reſolution to fight with Baretens, 
and the ſam= he doth co(the Empreſs of his thoughts, and Queen of his detires) Clara,deman= 
ding her if ſhe pleaſe to command him any ſervice for Millan ; who both bluſhing and paling 
hereat, hcr aff:&ion to Baretano having now made her expert in the ſubtiltics of love, ſhe well 
knows what wind drives Albemere to Millan 3 and theretore guided by diſcretion, and not by 

on, ſhe returns him this Anſwer 3 That having neither reaſon nor deſire to command him, 

only praycs him to remember her humble duty to her Father and Mother, and ſo wiſheth 
his journey proſperous 3 which anſwer of hers (being indeed no other than Albemare expefted) 
he yer advanceth tokiſs her at parting ; which her civility,though not her affeftion, granted 
himz not ſo much as once dreaming or ſuſpeCting that he conceived the leaſt thought or in- 
tent to fight with her ſweet Baretano , and fo, he takes horſe, having only one ſervant with 
him. 

Albemare bcing arrived at Saint Remie, a ſmall Town within fifteen miles of Millan, he re- 
ſolves to dine there, which he doth z and to avoid the heat of the day, then betakes himſcÞ 
to {Icep an hour or twoz being awaked, he commands his man to make ready his horſe, and ſee» 

che hoſt of the houſe in his Chamber, inquires of him if there were any Gentlemen inthe 
houſe riding to Millan, who as ſoon turns him this unlook*d-for and unexpeRted anſwer; that 
there was a brave Gentleman in the houſe named Signior Baretano, who was to. ride thither 
ſome two hours hence. Albemare no ſooner hears the name of Baretano , bur his very hcart- 
blood flaſh:th upin hisface, when demanding him again what manner of Gentleman he was, 
he told him he was a call fl:nder young Gentletaan, with never a hair on his face, and out of 
this window, quoth he, you may now ſee him walking in the Garden 3 when Albemare look- 
ing forth ſecs indeed that it was his very rivall Baretano 3 whenenquiring further of the Hoſt 
what followers he had with him, he told himthat then he had none , but ſometimes when he 
came thirher , cither to take the air, or breath hishorſe, he was attended by rwo or three 3 and 
' fo the Hoſt leaves him, not once ſuſpetting ofany difference between them. Albemare ſeeing his 
enemy (becauſe his rivall y brought to him, whom he formerly reſolved to feck and find out, 
alſumes a baſe and a bloody reſolution to ſet upon him in the high way diſguiſed, and there to 
venture his own life,to deprive him of his z which to effe& he will have no cye-wirneffes of this 
his ignoble and trecherous buſineſs; and therefore purpoſely fends away his mau to Millen 
before him, and fo flipping into the Town, provids himſelf of a Mask or Viſard ; then takes his 
horſe, and rather like a theefthan a Gentleman, harks behind a Grove (ſome three miles from 

Saint Remy) attending Baretano's comming, who poor harmleſs young Gentleman , harbou- ' 
ring and breathing no other thoughts and wiſh:s than charity to all the world, and pure and 
fervent aff:&ion to his fair and dear Clare, likewiſe takes his horſe, and draws homeward to- 
ward Millar; when being arrived to the place where Albemare ſecretly lay in ambuſh for him, 
he furiouſly and ſuddenly ruſh:th forth, and with his Rapier drawn in his hand, runfics Bare 
texo into his right arm , who feeling the wound almoſt as ſoon as he ſaw his enemy 
who gave it him, he is at ficſt, as it viere amazed hereatz when thinking him by his magk 
tobe a Bandetti, who were then very bufic in Lombardy, bur eſpecially in the Datchy of Mz/+ 
lex, hc told him that all the coyn he had, which was ſpme ten double Piſtols in Gold , and 
ewo Dackats in filver, were at his ſervice, but to fight in his defence, he would not; Noe,quorh 
hey that he was any way a Coward, but that he affirmed he was lately affianced and engaged to 
a youtig Lady; (o that he perfeRtly knew that her aff:&ion was ſo dear and tender towards himy 
as either che loſs or preſervation of his life would be that of hers ; Albemere galled and touch'd 
to the q 1ick with chis his heare-killing anſwer ta him,-is wholly inflamed wich choler againft 
him, when ruſhing towards him, he delivers him theſe words; Villain, it is not thy Gold, 
buathy life which I ck, and then ſtrayning himſelfro run Baretaxo thorow , lo che firing of 
of his Mask breaks , where Baretano apparently ſces it is his Rivall 4/bemarez whereac ſuch is 
his tender aff:&ion to his ſweet and fair Clare, that he who before turned craven, and would 
not fight fur his own ſake, is now cheerfully reſolved, not only to fight , but if occaſion require, 
to dic for hers; and ſo returning the villain to Albemeres throat , he inſtantly draws, and joyns 
with him; and if A{bemare be reſolate in fighting, no leſs valiant and couragious is Baretanoz 
for the rem:mbcrance of his Clara's ſweet Idea, and freſh delicious beauty , intuſcrh ſuch life ro 
his valour, and ſuch generofity, and animoſity co his courage, as he deals his blows roundly, 
and his chruſts freely , making 4/bemere know, that his Rapicr is ofan exasllenc temper z 
and yer his hzact ofa b:ttzc 3 And Albemare (ecing he muſt buy his viRtary dearce than he ex- 
p=Red, and diſdaining to b: 0uc-braved and beaten by a Boy , plucks up his beſt ſpirics and 
courage to him, and fo likewiſe behaves himſelf manfu'ly and valiantly s in fach fort; _ 
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wirthia leſs than a quarter of an hour , Barerano hath given him five wounds, and he Baretan 
threc, when the Count of Martingue paſling that way in his Coachtowards Millan, and ſeeing 
ewo Gentlemen ſo bulily fighting , he crics out to his Coach-man , to _ away With all 
cclerity, and ſo parts them 3 when ſecing them full of blood, ſwear and duſt, having his Chi. 
rurgion till in his train with him, he out of an honourable courtche and charity, intreats and 
accompanics them to the next houſe, where he cauſerh their wounds to be drefſt and bound 
when' by their Apparrell ſecing them to be Millaneſes , is defirous to know their quarrell,and 
proff:rs his beſt aflittance to reconcile and make them friends 3 but their hearts are fo great, and 
their malice ſo implacable, as they both thank the Count for his noble courtefie, but beſeech 
him to pardon them, in obſcuring their names and quarrell; and yet he is fo Noble and pene- 
rous , as he will not ſo leave them , but ſeeing them ſhrewdly wounded (though not he thinks 
mortally ) he for their greater caſe and ſafety, cauſeth two of his Genel:men ro mount their 
horſes, and takes then: both up into his Coach with him, and ſo bringsthem within the Gates 
& Millan, where after they had ſeverally rendred him many thanks for his Courteſie 
and Hoxorr , hee commends them both to their good Fortunes , and fo leaves 
them, 

Baretano and Albemare bcing thus arrived at Millan, they sonceal their fighting , and ſo 
keeptheir Chambers , till they have ſecured their wounds 3 when Albemare vitits Capello and 
bis Ladic Caſtiana , and reports to themrthe health and duty of their Daughter, as alſo her a+ 
verincſstowards him, and withall ſhews her Baretano's two Letters to her, whereby ir is ap- 
parent, that ſhe is ſo wholly his, as he himſclt is ſure never to obtain or enjoy her. Her Father 
and Mother at the firfty ſeem to hang their heads'at this news, and the peruſall of the Letters 
but at laſt bid him not deſpair , but be couragious , for he , and only he ſhall be their Son in 
law. Buc Albemere confidcring that for the term of at leaſt fix Moneths , hee , Camelion-like, 
had only bcen fed with the air of theirvain p—_ » and that he perfcly knew, that-Clars 
only intended to marry Baretano, and none but him; his love to her was ſo tender and fervent, 
as he cannot conceive the ſhadow of any hope how to obtain her for his wife in this world , be- 
fore he have ſent Baretano to another 3 when he being conſtant in his reſolution thereof to him 
ſelf, becauſe he was reſolute in his conftancie and affc&ion ro Clare; no reaſon, no Religion, 
not his Conſcience , not his Soul, can divert him from this bloody defign, from this nurthe- 
rous and therefore damnable proje&t; Feeding therefore on malice, and boyling with Res» 
venge towards Baretano , hee, not as a Gentleman, but rather __ from the vertue and 

f cither by Piſtoll or poiſony 
how he may —_— _— i himz whereon ruminating and pondering ( as malice and 
Revenge may perchance » but difficultly ſleep) the Devill, who is never abſent in ſuch 
helliſh ftratagems and occafions, gives him means (though by a contrary courſe ) how to dif- 
patch him 3 For on a day , the ſtairs of the Domo , he ſees Pedro and Leonarde(twg 
Souldiers , or rather Braves of the Caſtle of Pavia)paſs by him, with whom he had been for- 
merly acquainted,but ſo poorly Apparelled , as weighing their bloody humours by their necefſi- 
ty , he (in favour ofmony ) thinks them very fir Agents and Inflruments to murther and make 
away Baretane,to whichend, to play the PraJique part, as well as the Theorique, and foto re- 
duce this his bloody contemplation into action, he ſends his man / alerio after and praycs 
them to repair to him in the Cloyſters of Borromees Palace, for that he hath a buſineſs to wm 
them of great importance for their profits. Valerio overtakes them, dclivers themyhis 'n) 
pleaſure; whonetled with this word Profit , they repair to the Rendevouz , and meet Albeme= 
res when having refreſhed their acquaintance , and he ſworn them to ſecreſic , as he was a wret- 
ched and perfidious Gentleman, _—_ them with his defire, ſome ten daics hence to have 
them murther Seiguior Baretano in the ſtreet by night, and to give it out , that it was done by 
ſome Spunierds of the V icergyes Guard, and that he will give them an hundred Duckatoons in 
hand, and leave them as much more with his man / alerio, which they ſhall receive of him , 
whenthey have diſpatch'd himz and for his own part, ſome four or Gre daycs hence he will 
away for Modene, to calt the better varniſh and colour that he was innoc:nt thereof, and bad 
no finger atall in the buſineſs, FY] | 

Pedro and Leonardo ſecing that Albemare profered them Gold, which they ſo much 
wanted and defired » like two limbs of the Devills , and as a —_ of helliſh Blood- 
Hounds , not only promiſe, but ſwear to him punQually , in all reſpe&ts to perform 
his defares, and ſo they touch their firft kundred Duckatoons, which being the pledge 

and price of innocnt blood ,it will affuredly coſt them dear, and draw down v 
ruine and eonfukon on their heads from Heaven, when «hey leaſt think or dream — x 
Gs Albemart 
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eAlbemare baving {culcd this his bloody and mournfull buſineſs with Pedro and Leonardo, heis * 


c, Clarg gricvcs as nach at hex Baretano's wounds, as ſhe rejoyenth: 
a his ſafery and recovery z yea, ſo tend:r is her affeRtion £0 high as ſhe a thouſand times 


zarded to loſe his life for hers 3 and in theſe amorous canceits and eontemplarions ſhe penfively 
drives away the timc,admiring and wondering that all this, ile ſhe hears not from her Bareta- 

0s But alas, ales | fhc ſhall hear too too ſoon of him, though. indeed never more tom! hims: 
Gr theſe execrable wretches , Pedro and Leonardo, ſome four. daics after Albemares Ks pam) 
to Modene, they , according to hoje promile and oath 2iven im, like two* moſt bloody 4 


friends infinitly lament and grieve , ſo = ang and his wifc CaJjane , cannot refrain from te 
ves, that Albemare ſhall ſhortly be their Son in Law; 
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ſhe knew his martherers, fhe woald flic to their eyes , 'and tearour their hearrs , in meer re. 
v ofthis inbumane and cruel thz when hier ſorrows are ſo infinite, and her gricf ſaſan- 
lapporbl, as ſþe gannot Jong remain in one place, but withdraws fier ſelf from the Gardey' 
toher C » Whither her Ar don pe Cram trend Jo nn that nigh 
to comfort her, who, poor afflicted , gcicher can'hor wilt be contforred 5 fo'asthe' 
nexe 6edrN4s Ye her At aber ee Tre and :J ber', ſhe Had then undotdbe.” 
en wery of her own name, Saint Clare, and in'rhat retired” apd obſcure life; 
in Hodenz ; reſolving in troe affe&ioti and cal ro het d&zd Baretanoyne. 


Ficher to ſr her Parents, of Millen; bur bringdiverted arid comforted by 
Divines , and many Ladies of that City, ak-gary fr. _—_— ,arfently 4s 1h) 
{WIC mu ſolicitation ſer tet daics',' pzrmijts her (elf to be conveyed home ro Milly! 


1 the were very recetycd , and joyfully entertaincd of her Fathet Ard' 
ng Uikewile : neer tolaks there NN? HerſcIfup a ſpigieua)l fifter* in te 
Te Gabaiation k ut that again ſhe was prevented ; wherear grieying , ſhe tak 
attirc, and vowea to wear ita whole year for his ſakez when to make her Riſe 
ſhe; ch aruc Loers inf eras Modrier to the memory of her dead Baretano, ſhe 6 
"Realataro int Ewpbemies Church ,' where he was buried , and theres bedew$hig 
omb with tcars, living ſo penfivey, nd aecly, thatakbough ſhe Tivein the world, 
yet it ſeems ſhe neither is, nor Tong will be ofthe world. {wa A roles 
" Bur as women arc but women, and as Time is a ſoveraign remedy for all diſcaſcs and ſor- 
rows; ſo about fome ten moneths after, the inceſſant importnnity of her Father and Mother, 
and the condiouall tender reſpeFt and obſervant courteſic of Albemare towards her, make 


Te: 
I 


UNBETY 


b | 
ofher Parents 5 - v 


. Albe been marricd together a year and quarter, but his hot Joyg 
begins to wax bo » yea, albeit fhe affeted him truly and tenderly , " he 
oth Ring her , and no longer delightingin the ſweetneſs of her youth , and the 
other auty » his luftfull eyes and choughts carry his laſcivious ſelt abroad among 
czans , when they ſhould be faxed on her , and refident at home with his chaſt and fair 
dy z {0 as his infidelity proving her grief and torments, and his yanity and ingratitude her yns 
affliction exation;- ſhe wich infinite fighs and tears repeats her match- 
and a thouſand times wiſheth ſhe had been ſo happy and blefſed to have died Baxets» 
tyr, and not ſo unfortunat and accurſed to live to ſee her ſelf j Albemares wife 3 ar fo 
our 


were there any hope of his reformation, ſhe ſhould then prefix bounds to her calamitics and (6 
rows 3 But ſeeing that bis vices grew with his age, and that every day he became more. vic 
andunkind to her than other , her hopes are now wholly tarned into deſpair, ber mirth iato 
qumings yea, her inward diſcontents ſo gory bewray themſelves in her outward. ſor» 

| cion and countenance, that the Roſes of her cheeks are metamorphoſed jntd 
Lillics, and her heart ſo wholly taken up with anguiſh , and ſurpriſed with ſorrow , ap 
what that her bed were her Grave, and her ſelf in Heaven with God; becaufe ſhe could 
gorafort here on Earth with her Husband 3 But beyond her expeQtation, God is providing 


| trefpher gr, and to remedy her affli&tions by a very and-unlosked-for accident. 


_ The Providence and Fuftice of God doth now again refetch bloody Pedro, toatt another 
pon the Fraps and Theater of this Hiftory 5 For having ſpent that mony lewdly, which he be- 
fore got damnably of Albemere , his wants arc fo great , and his neceffity ſo urgent , as havi 
played the murtherer before, he makes no conſcience nor ſcruple now to play the thief, a | 
y 


Hiſt. XII. Albemare and Clara: a5 Fw —_ | 


by night breaks into a Jewellers ſhop , named Seignror Fiamata, dwelling in the great place be= 
fore the Domo, and there carrics away from him a ſmall Tr:ink or Casker, wherein were ſome 
ancue Saphyrs and Emralds, with ſome Venic - Chryſtall p:ndants for Ladics to wear in their care, 
and orher rich commodities z but Fiamarta lying over his ſhop, and hearing ir, and locking his 
door to him for fear ofhaving his throat cut , gives ouc the cry and alarum torch the window, 
which ringing in the ſtreets, makes ſome of the neighbours , and al{o the watch-approach and 
afſemble ; where finding Pedro running with a Casket under his arm , he is preſently hemb'd 
in, apprehended and impriſoned , and the Casker rook from him, and again reſtored to Fig- 
mate 3 when knowing that he ſhall dic for chis robbery, as a juſt puniſhment and judgement of 
God, now ſcent him for formerly murthering of Baretano, he having no other hope to eſcape 
death, but by the means of 4bemare , he ſends carly the next morning for his man Valerio, 10 
come to the priſon to him,whom he bids ro tell his Maſter A/bemare from him, that being ſure 
to be condemned for this robbery of his, it he procur: him nor his pardon, he will nor charge 
his ſoul any longer with che murther of Baretazo, bur will on the ladder r. veal, how it was be 
who hired himſelf and Leonardo to perform ir; Valerio reporting this to his Malter, ir effrights 
his thoughts , and terrifizs his conſcience and couraye , to ſee himfclf reduced to this mitery, 
that no leſs than his life muſt now ſtand to the mercy of this wreeched Vailet Pedro's tongue, 
But knowing it impoſſible co obtain a parden for bim , and'therefore hiph ti »c to provide for 
his own ſafety, by ftopping of Pedrs's month 3 he refulves to heave Cſſz t:por: Felicm or to add 
murther to murther , and now to poyſon him in Prifon ', whom he had formerly cauted to 
murther Baretano in the ſtreet, to the end he might teli no rales on the Ladder, thinking it no 
ingraticude or fin, bur rather a juſt reward and recompence for his former bloody fervicez fo to 
feed Pedro wich falſc hopes, thereby co charm his tongue to filence, and to lull his malice a le py 
he ſpeedily returnes Yalerio to priſon to him , who bids him ftcar nothing, for that his Maſt cr 
had vowed to get him his pardon , as he ſhall more cf &ually hear from him that night; where- 
& Pedro rcjoyceth and triumpheth, telling Valerio, thac his Maſter Allemare is the moſt pene- 
' rous and braveſt Cavalier of Lombardy. But to nip his joyes in their untimely bloſſoms, and to 
diſturb the harmony of his falſe content, that very day , asſopn_ as he hath dined , he is tried 
and arraigned before his Judges ; and being apparently convicted and found guilty of this rob- 
Nery » he isby chem adjudged to be hanged the next morn, at a Gibbet pe y to be erected 

ore Fiamata's houſc , where he committed his d:li& and crime 3 which juſt ſentencenot only 
makes his joy ftrike ſail ro ſorrow , but alſo his pride and hopes let fall their Peacocks plumes 
to humility and fear; But his only truſt and comfort, yea, his laſt hopes and refuge is in Albe- 
mare , who hearing him tobe condemn:d to be execated the next morning; he is enforced to 
play his bloody priz2 that night, and ſo in the evenint ſends Yalerio to prifon rohim, with a 
Capon, and two Fiaſcoes (or battles) of Wine for. him to niake merry, informing him that he 
hath obcained his pardon , and that ir is written, and wants nothing but the Viceroyes fign to 
it, which he ſhall have to morrow at break of day. Butthe Wine of one of the bottles was in- 
termixed with ftrong and deadly poyſon, which was to cunningly tempered, as it carried no 
diftaſtfall , but a pleaſing reliſhto the palat; Valerio like an execrable villain, proving as true a 
ſervant to his MaſteryJas rebellious and falſe ro his God, he punfually performes this fearſu}l 
and mournfull buſineſs; and having made Pedro twice drunk , firſt with his good news, and 
then with his poyſoned Winehe takes leave of him that night, and committing him to his reſt, 
promiſeth to be with him very carly in the morning with his pardon. When this miſerable and 
beaftly prophane wretch, never thinking of his danger, or death; of God,or his ſoul z of Heaven, 
or Hell; berakes himſclfto his bed, where the poiſon ſpreading ore his virall parts, ſoon bereaves 
him of his breath, ſending tris ſoul from this life and world to another. 

Now the next morning very carly, as the Gaoler came to his Chamber to bid him prepare to 
hiscxecation, he finds him dead and cold in his bed ; and thus was the miſerable end of this 
bloody and inhumane murtherer (and thief Pedro, who yet for ex1mple ſake was one} whole 
day hanged by the heels in his ſhirt, at his appointed place of ex:curion, becauſe his Judges dee- 
med that he had cruelly poiſoned and made away himſelf. And now doth Albemare again re- 
Joyce and triumph , to ſee he hath avoided that dangerous ſhelf and rock whereon he was very 
likely to hav? ſaff-red ſhipwrack, yea,and now he thinks himſelf ſo abſolutly ſafe and ſecure, as 
he holds it impoflivleythac cither his murthering of Baretano,or his poiſoning of Pedro, can any 
way refl:& on him, or henceforth produce him any further ſtorms or tempeſts 3 but his hopes 
and joyes will deceive bim, for God , whois the inifallibe revenger of innocent blood will nor 
ſo leave him , but cre long when he leaſt thinks or dreams iHereof ,'not only in his providence 
deteft theſe his foul crimes , bur in' his Juſtice ſ:verely puniſh them; and the Readers 
curioficy ſhill not go farr to ſee itz for as to a giilty Conſcience, it is the pleaſure 
of the Lord , that one miſery befall him in the neck and nick of the othzr, ſo Albemare 
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is no ſooner freed of Pedro in Millen, but bchold he is a freſb intangled and affaulecd with Leg. 
nardo (his other yired murtherer)in Pavia, who having there prodigally rioted away his hun« 
dred Dackatons, and alſo run himſclffar in debt ; his Creditors joyn together, and ſo 

him priſoner, where having no other hope for his freedom and liberty , but to relic on Albs. 
mare, he writes him a Letter to Alan, wherein hetacquaints him with his goreny and miſery, 
and praics him (for the obtaining of his liberty Jcither to lend ar give him filty Duckatons; A} 
bemere receives this Letter, bur forgetting his former ſervice; as alſo thinking ic only a ferch of 
Leonards, to fetch him over for fo many Dack as God would have ir, he very inconfi. 
deratly burns this his Letter, and anfwereth is with falence ; but be (hall repent when ic will 
be to0 late , and out of his power to remedy this his ingraticude and indiſcretion, 

Leonards having ar lcaft fifteen daics c an anſwer from Allbemare, and receivi 

he is extremely incenſed RC hs - gas thus {lcighted 7 wy v—_ of himzwhen 
exaſperated by his miſery, and anima is cxtream poverty acd indigence, in that he i 
now = to ſell _ his apparell, and ſoto nncloth his back, thereby to feed his belly, 
he intends no more torequeſt ay him, but now reſolves co couch him to the quick the 
which he doth in theſe few lines which he ſends him to Millan by a mefſenger of purpoſe. 


LEONARDO to ALBEMARE, 


F my firſt Letter prevailed not with thee for the loan or gift of fifty Ducatons, to free we from this 
is miſerable impriſonment ; I make no doubt but this my ſecond will, for being « Souldier,l give 
thee to underftand that I bold it far more generous to bang than fierve; fith as @ balter is only the be« 

ning of my friends ſorrow: 3 ſo it will likewiſe be the end of my own miſeries ; yea , if thou ſpeedih 
Erniſh and accompliſh not my requeſt , altbough it coft mee my life , I will no longer conceal, bow thou 
did bire Pedro and my ſelf , for two hundred Duckgtons, to give Signior Baretano bis death,which 
«t thy requeſt we performed : Thinkthan how neer my ſecrecy concerns thy life , ſth when I ſufſet 
death , I know thou baft but « ſhort and poor time leſt thee to ſurvive mee;, Therefore thank thy ſelf 
sf thy ingratitude turne my affefion into contempt, and that into revenge aud malice. 


LEONARDO 


Now, although Leonardo mean not as he write, yet this his meſſenger comming to Millan, 
and not finding Albemeare at his houſe, he knows not (and is reſolute ) what &o do, cither to 
ftay his commingin, or to deliver his Letter to ſome of his ſervants ; But waiting at his door 
ill love lache evening, and hcaring no news ofhim, he gives it to alerts , and ( withour tcþ 
ling him from whom, or whence it came) prayes him ſafcly to deliver it to his Maſter, and that 
he will thicher the next morning foran anſwer, Valerio claps the Letter into his pocket, 

is Maſters comming ; bat he is ſo bad a Huzband to himſelf, and fo diſloyall and 
unkind a one to his chaſt and tair wife, as he wag our all night with his Curtizans, which good 
and vertuous Lady, even picrceth her heart with gricf ſorrow. Now / alerio ſeeing his 
Maftcr abſent, his comming uncertain, and himſelf inforced to go forth about his affairs , he 
placeth the Letter upon a near bis Maſters ftudy , that it might be apparant to his 
eye when he came in, and ſo departs. 

But here the and providence of God invites the Chriſtian Reader to admire and won- 
der at the ſtrange very and deteQtion of this Letter ; for as Albemere( more for ſportthan 
charityJkept a man-fool of ſome forty years old in hishouſe, who in indeed was ſo naturaly 
port Sc Of could match him for fimplicity. It ſochanced, that this 

$ fool gat intothe room after Valerio, and ſaw him put up this Letter on the Cupboard; 
Now , as Children and Fools may in ſome ſort be termed Couſin Germain to Apes ; ſo as ſoon 
as V elerio was departed, this Foolno doubt led wholly by the direftio and finger of God, ra- 
ther than by his own proper ignorance and fimpliciry ) gets into the Chamber , and taking a 
ſtool to aſcend the Cu he brings away the Letter, which both in the Hall and Yard 
toſſes and dandles in » a if this new-found play gave delight and content to his extra» 
vagant and choughs; when, bchold our ſweet and vertuous Clere comming from Saint 
Ambroſe Ch where ſhe had beento hear Veſpres, and ſeeing a fair Letter faſt ſcaled in the 
Fools hand, ſhe cnquires of him from whence he had it? who finging and hopping , and ftill 
with the Letter, he could get no other anſwer from himybut, That it was his Lettrr,and 
thet God bad ſent it bim, that God bed ſent it bim ; which ſpeeches of his he often redoubled, 
| When 


by 


Hi. X II, Albemare and Clara. 


When Clare weighing his words , and conlidering out of whoſe mouth they came her heare 
inftancly b:gan to grow , and her colour to riſc, as if God and her ſoul prompred her , that ſhe 
had ſome intereſt in that Letter; whereupon ſnatching it from the Fool, whom ſhe Iefe crying 
in the Hall for the loſs thereof; ſhe ſecing ir directed ro her Husband, goes to the Parlour, atr- 
tended by Adrien , and there fitting down in a Chair, and breaking ,up the ſeals thereof, the 
begins to read it 3 but when ſhe draws toward the conclufion thereof , and finds that it was her 
Husband Albemere's, who had cauſed her dcar Lover and Friend Baretano to be murthered; 
then not able to contain her (elf for forrow , ſhe chrows her (elf on the floor, and weeps and 
fighs ſo mournfully, as the moſt obdurateſt and flintieft heart could nor chooſe bur relent into 
pity to ſee her; For ſometimes ſhe look'd up to Heaven , and then again dejeRing her gyes to 
carch, now wringing her hands , and then crotling her armes, in ſuch dYſconſolate and afflicted 
manner , as Adriana could not likewiſe refrain from tears to behold her ; when after a deep and 
po_ filence , ſhe bandying and evaporating many volleys of far fetcht fighs into the airez 
commanding Adriane forth, the door ſhut, with che two cxtremitics of paſſion and ſorrow, 
ſhe alone utters theſe mournfull ſpeeches to her ſelf, | 
And ſhall Clare live to underſtand, that her Baretano way murthered for her ſake, and by 
her unfortunate Husband Albemare ? and (hall (he any more lyc in bed with him, who ſo inhu- 
manly hath lain him in his untimely and bloody grave? And Clara, Clare, wilt thou prove 
foungratfull to his memory , and co the tender aff. Aion he bore thee , as not to lament, not 
0 fock to revenge this his diſaftrous and crucll end ? When again, hcr tears interrupting hee 
words , and her fighs her tears; (hz entring into a further conſultation with her thoughts and 
conſcience, her heart and her ſoul at laſt continuesher (p:ech in this manner : O, but unfortu- 
nate and wretched Clara, what ſpeakeſt thou of revenge ? for confider with thy ſelf, yea for- 
get not to confider, Baretans was but thy friend, A/bemare is thy Husband ; t he firſt loved thee 
in hope to marry thee, but thou art. married to the ſ:cond, a therefore thou muſt love himz 
and alchough his ingratitude and infidclity towards thee, make him unworthy of thy aff:Qionz 
yet ye two are but one {k«(h, and cherefore confider, that malice is a bed advocat, and re-s 
e a wn x ay : But here again remembring thar a foul and odious crime, murther wa, 
ia che fight of cLord, that the diſcovery thereof infinitly tended ro his glory and honour; 
and that the poor Fool was doubt lefs inſpired from Heaven , to affirm that God ſent the Letter 
(h: knows that her bonds of conſcience to her Saviour, muſt exceed and give a Law to thoſe of 
her duty towards her Husband z and therefore preferring Heaven before Earth, and God be- 
forc her Husband, ſhe immediadly calls for her Coach, and goes direftly to Baretaxo's Lnklec, 
Scignior Giovan de Montefiore,, and with fighs and tears ſhews him the Letter, who formerly , 
though in vain, had moſtcuriouſly and cxaQtly hunted to diſcover the murcherers of his Ne- 
phew. Montefore firſt reads the Lerter with tears, then with joy z and then tugning towards 
the Lady Clara, he commands. her zeal and Chriſtian fortitude towards God, in ſh: hee 
how much the diſcovery of this murther tended to his glory, and ſo dreſently ſends away for the 
Prefidemt Criminal! ; who immediatly repairing thither , he acquaints bim therewith , ſhewy 
bim th: Letter, and prayes him to examin the Lady Clara thereon ; which with much 
and <quity he doth , and then returncs with her co her houſe, and there likewiſe examinech the 
Fool where he had che Letter 3 who out of his incivility and fimplicity , takes the Preſident by 
the band , and bringing him to the Cupboard tells him 3 Here God ſent the Letter, and bere I 
found himz when V alerio preſent, and imagining by his Ladies heavic and forrowfull 
countenance, that this Letter had , perhaps, brought her into ſome affli&tion and K 
looking on the direction of the Letter, as alſo on the ſeal, he reveals buth co the P | 
his Lady, that he received that Letter from one whom hr knew not, and that he left it pur» 
poſcly on the d for his Maſter , againſt his comming. The Preſident being fully ſa- 
tisfi:d herein , admires at Gods providence, revealed in the fimplicity of this poor barmleſi 
Fool in bringing this Letter , which brought the murther of Beretens to light, (when knowing 
that God doch many timcs raiſe up the fooliſh and weak , to confound the wiſe and mighty 
a. ta ws world) he preſently grants out a Commiſſion to apprehend Albemerez who be» 
Ing then found in bed/with Mariane ,. one of the moſt famous Beauties and reputed Cartezang 
Milan; He, both aftoniſhed and amaz:d by the juft judgments of Gygd » is drawn from hig 
beaftly pleaſures and adulterics, toprifon 3 where being charged to have hired Pedro and Leo- 
nerdo to have murthered Baretano, he ftourly denies it. But Leonardo's Letter being read himy 
and be thereon adjudged to the Rack, his Souland Conſcience ringing him many thundring 
wry of terrour , he there at large confefſerh it.z when for this foul and bloody fa& of 
the ſame afternoon is condemned to be hanged the next morning , at the common place 
Exccution, which adminiſtreth matter of talk , and admiration thorowout all _ 
, ” cantd 
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S-rjcancs ar: htncwitc tent away © #avin, to bring Leonardo to Adilan , who not fo wuch ay 
once dream'd or thought that ever this his Letter would have produced him this danger and 
miſery. 

Anl now Albemere advertiſed of the manner how this Letter of Leonardo's was brought to 
light(withour looking up to Heaven , from whence this vengeance juttly betcll him tor hig 
fins) he curſed the cruelcy ofhbia wite, the ſimplicity of the Fool, but moſt bitterly cxclaimg 
againſt the remiſneſs and carcleſnefs of his ſervant Valerio, in not retaining and keeping that 
Letter, which is the only cauſe of his death 3 yea, he is ſo fartranſported with cholcr apainff 
bim, as although he hath but afew hours to live, yet he vows hewill afſuredly cry quitrance 
with him erc he dic, 

Now the charity of his Judges ſend him Divines that night in Priſon , to prepare and clear 
his conſcience, and toconfirm and fortific his ſoul againit the morn, in his laſt conflict with 
the world, and her flight and tranſmigrationto Heaven 3 who powerfully and religiouſly ad- 
moniſhing him, thac it he have committed-any other notorious offence or crime, he ſhould now 
do well to reveal it; He likewiſe there and then conf. fi:th , how he had cauſed his man Vale 
rioto poiſon Pedro with Wine in Priſon, the very night before he was executed 3 whereupon 
this bloody and cx:crable wretch ( according co his hellith deſerts )is likewiſe apprehended 
and impriſoned. 

And now Gods mercy and Juſtice brings this unfortunate (beca1f= irreligious ) Gentleman 
Albemare, to receive condign puniſhment for thoſe his two horrible marthers, which he had 
cauſed to be commirted on the perſons of Baretano and Pedro , who aſcending the Ladder in 
CR_es of a world of fpcCtators , who flocked from all parts of the City to ſee him take his 

aſt facewell of the world ; The fight and remembrance of his foul crimes, having now made 
him not only forcowfull , but repentant, he bricfly delivered theſe few words. 

He confeficth that he had hired Pedro and Leonards to kill Baretano in the ftreer,and ſeduced 
his ſervant V alerio to poiſon Pedro in Priſon ; wherof, with much gricf and contrition , he 
heartily repented hi _ and beſought the Lord to forgive it him z he likewiſe beſought Les- 
zardo and V alerio to forgive him , in reſpc& he knew he was the cauſe of their deaths ; becauſe 
he was ſure they ſhould not long ſurvive him, He likewiſe forgave his Fool , as bcing affured, 
that je was not he in che Letter, but God in him that had revealed the Letter for his juſt pu» 
niſhacent and confulion. And laſtly, he with many tears, forgave his wife and Lady Clar a, 

- whom he affirmed from his heart , was by far too.vertuous for fo diffolute and vile a Husband 
as himſelf. He blamcd himſelf for neglefting to love her, and curſed his Q-1cans and Curte- 
zans, as being rhe chicf cauſe of all his miſerics , when requeſting all that were preſent , to pray 
for his ſoul, he was'turnced off. 

But his Judges ſeeing that he had added. murther to murther , they held it Juſtice to add 
pI to his puniſhmentz and fo he is no ſooner cut down, tur they cauſe his body to 

burnt, and his aſhes to be thrown into the air , which 18 accordingly performed. 

Now, becauſe the Lord in his Juſtice, will puniſf as well the Agents, as the Authors of 
murther ; whiles Albemare is a&ing the laſt Scexe and Cataſtrophe ofhis Tragedy 3 His wretche 
cd hiccling Leonardo, and his execrable ſervant V alerioare likewiſe arrained, tound guilty, and 
condemned to be hang'd for theirſeverall murthers of Baretano and Pedro; and ſo the very 
ſame afternoon they are brought to their Executioners, where Leonardo his former life and 
ator. baving made him know better how to fin than repent 3 he our-of a ſouldier-like 

ravery ( or rather vanity) thinks rather to terrific death, than that death ſhould terrific him 
begging pardon for his fins in generall of God and the world , and 'then bidding the hang- 

. mando his office, takes his laſt adiew of the world. | 
When, immediatly Valerio aſcends the Ladder, who having repentance'in his heart, and 
griefand ſorrow in his looks ; as near as could be obſerved and gathered, ſpake theſe werds, 

' Thatbcing poor both in friends and means, the only hope of preferment under his Maſter, 
mide him at his requeſt to poiſon Pedro in Priſon z That many times fince he hath heartily 
rom for it z and now from his very ſoul repents himſelf of it, and beſeeching the Lord to 

orgive it him, That he was as guilty of his murther, as innocent of Baretano's ; yea, or of the 
knowledge thereof , before his Maſter was jmpriſoned for the ſame 3 and that as this was his 
firſt Capuall crime, ſ&fith he muſt now dic, he rejoyced'it was his laſt, and ſo praying all ſer- 
vants to beware by his miſerable cxample, nor to be! ſeduced to commit murther, cither by 
their Maſters or the Devill; and beleeching all that were preſent, to pray for his ſoul, 
Ong and commending it into the hands of his Rede:mer , was likewiſe turfed 
.off. 


And 
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ſcrable ( yet deſerved ends )of theſe bloody murtherers ; and thug did 
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Ow falſly , nay, how impioaſly do we term our ſelves Chriftiens , when under ys 
cous and anti Tre we ck to proghane and defae te lor Tag 
madneſs, ought paragon rd age ble ly A 
yea, I ſay, bloody and infernall crimes, which fill ruine thoſe who contrive , and 7 
thoſe who finiſh : Forletnsbut look from Eerth to Heaven, from Satan to God, from I 


Natureto Grace, 2nd from our Hearts to our Soules, and we ſhall affuredly find it very difficult N 
for us to define, whether Charity be a ſweeter Yertue, and Malice a fouler Vice 3 whether what 
be more ſecure, or this pernicious, fatall, and dangerous z- whether that be a more 
teftimony of Gods ſaving Grace towards us, or this of our own inevitable perdition and repro- wW 
bation. And as it is an odious fin, and diſpleafing ſacrifice in the fight of God, for one firanger h 
' to killl another; O then , how much more execrable and diabolicall muft ic be, for a Gentle- y 
women to poyſon her waiting-tnaid, and for a ſervant to piftoll his Maftcr to death, at the infti- 
gation of the ſame Gentlewoman his wife ; for murthers , no leſs ingratefull and crucll, doth this 
ſubſequent Hiftory report and relate 3 wherein we ſhall fee, that God in the triumphs of his re- 
venging 
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venging Fuſtice, and our ef ſacred providence, hath inall points made their puniſhments as 
| ſharp and ſevere, as their crimes were bloody and deplorable. May we then read it to Gods 
glory, and our own conſolation, which we ſhall afſuredly perform, if we hate the like crimes 
in others, and deteſt them in our ſelves. | 
In the fair and pleaſant City of Mans , ( being the chief and Capital of the Province of 
Maine in Franc? Jin th? very latter years that the Marſhall of Beyes-Daulphin was Governour 
thereof, undcr che preſent King Lewis XI, his Mafter(there dwelt a Gentlewoman,aged three- 
{core and three years, term-d Le V afſelay , being well deſcended, and letr very rich , ( as well 
in Lands as moveabl-s) by her late deccafed Husband Monſieur Froyſet , who was ſlain in the 
behalf of the Q een Mother, in the defence of Pont de Sey, affaulted and taken by the King her 
Jon. Now , although this old Widow La V afſelay (in reſpe& of her Age ) was farr more fit 
w/feck Godin the Church, than a new Husband in her bed ; yet ſhe is of a fingle life, 
though ir be not fully fix moneths fince ſhe hath buried her ſecond H 3 ( forthe Rea» 
der muſt underftand , (h: had formerly buricd her firſt , at leaſt five and rwenty yu before, 
and is now again reſolved totake a third) and albeit ſhe knew that the civility of the Widows 
i France was ſuch, that they ſcldone marry, but almoſt never within the term of a whole 
z yet her conceic and fancy thinks it nor only lawfull , but fic to break this roo auftere cu» 
Ges and therefore ſh: pere:nptorily reſolves to live a wife, and not to dic a Widdow, Bur 
this r:ſolution ofhers, were (hz cither in the Summer or the Autumn of her years, had been 
4s cxculab!- and praiſe-worthy , as now it ſavourcd of undecency and inconttancy , fith ſhe 
was in che Winter thereof : For Age, deſpight of her Toxth,and youthfull defires , had thrown 
Snow on her head, and new died the colour of the hair from black to white 3 yea, ſhe was o 
farr from retaining any fignes or reliquer of an indifferent beauty, as the furrows of her face 
could nor juſtly ſhcw any ruines or demolictions thereof; and yer ( forſooth ) ſhe will marry 
again, Now herbirth and wealth, rather than her Vertues and Perſonage, invite many old 
Widdow:rs, and ſome rich Genlemes and Counſellours of the famous Prefidia!! Court of that 
icy eo ſcek her in marriage 3 and indeed, both for Lands and mony,none her inferiourrz but 
leaſt h-r equalls, and ſome her betters 3 Bur in vain, for the vanity of her thoughts ſuggeſts 
her, that Elther (he is too y for them; or: t too old for hnr , and theretore 
ſh: will have none of themy yea, her Juſt ſcems ſo youthfully to give a Law to licr age, and 
he ly: to her! years , as ſhe caſts off her mourning attire , decks her (elf up in gay 
apparell, powders her hair , paints her face, with a reſolution (forſooth) to have no old Do» 
tard, bur a young Gallant to her Husband, as if therein ſhe wholly placed, not only her content, 
but her feliciry. Buc we many times ſee ſack irregular defires, and ſuch incontinent defignes 
m-ce with un<xpcftcd miſery, and unthought-of repentance. x 
N-w during the time that the vain carriage and rtrent of this old Gentlewoman and 
Widow, La V aſſelay, made her ſelf the Iaughter and by-word of all Mars ; home comes a 
young Gentleman of this Countrey of Maine, termed Monfieur de Merſon, from his travell in 
I:aly, whoſe Father dwelt betwixt Le V all and Gravelle, termed Monſieur de Manfrelle, being a 
Gentleman well deſcended, and rich , and to whom De Merſon was ſecond ſon, who ina years 
abſencc in Italy , being purpoſely ſent thither by his Father, to enrich his experience and ca- 
_ » (which is the tru: efſence and glory of a Traveller, thereby to be the more capable to 
erve his Prince and Conntry, as alſo tobe a comfort to his age, and a ſecond prop tohis 
Houſe and Linage) he had made ſuch poor and unproficable uſe of his travells, as forgetting 
the obtaining of the language, and all generous exerciſes, perfeQtions and qualities ( fo requi- 
fite and gracetull in Gentlemen ) he delighted in nothing ſo much , nay, innothing elſe; but 
to paſs his time with Curtiſans and trumpets , eſpecially in Venice, Rome, and Naples, where 
for their ſakes and his laſcivious pleaſures , he built up the greateſt part of his Refidence 3 
where he ſo prodigally fpent and exceeded his Fathers exhibition , as he returns into France, 
not load-n with Vertnes and Experience , but wich Vices and Debts 3 being otherwiſe ignoranc 
In all things which he ſhould know, and knowing nothing but that wherein he ſhould be ig- 
norant. Only to the end he might thereby ſer the better counterfeit tinfture on himſelf, and 
falſe luftre on bis Endowments and Proficiencie, he ao braught away, or rather bor- 
rowed ſome Italian Phraſes and complem:nts , which he thought would nor only paſs current 
with the G:ntlemen and Ladics ot Frence, but alſo draw them into admiration, as well of 
himſzlf, a» them. When immediatly upon his arcivall, that he might the better ſee and make 
him(clfſeenof the World, he flaunts it out in brave Apparrell, both in L'ava!l, Angiers, and 
Mans ; Yea, there is ſcarce any great feaſt or marriage in all thoſe parts, bur if he be not in- 
'vited, yet he purpoſely invites him(clf thereat , thereby to make himſelf the more a 
X a 
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and apparent to the cycs of the World, eſpecially of the Ladies and Gentlewemen, in whoſe 
acquaintance and fayour he nor only endcavours to initiatc, bue ſtrives to ingraft.binaſclf ; Bu 
his old Father Adanfrelle, judiciouſly obſerving the vain behaviour , and deportment and cap. 
riage of this his Son, he exceedingly grieves thereat, becauſe he bad well hoped, that his 
Travels would have returned him as capable and diſcreet , as -now he finds him ignorant, and 
which is worſe , deboſh'd ; fith he well hs that cither of theſe two vices was caough ſuffich, 
ent and powerfull , not only to ruin his reputation, but his fortunes, 

' Again, to add more ſorrows to his grief, and more diſcontent to his ſorrows, for the yg. 
nity and levity of this his Son, cvery weeks nay, almoſt every day, brings him in new Bills of 
his debts; and a third falling in upon the neck offirſt and ſecond , and a fourth on the third, 
which being greater than his eſtate , or at leaft his pleaſure would permit him to pay, he takes 
bis Son Pe Merſon afide, and very ſharply checks him for his old and new prodigalitics 3 vomy 
that he will neicher ſell nor morgage his Lands to diſcharge his fooliſh debts , and therfore hy 
bids him look to ſatisfi: them , for that he is fully reſolved not to ſee , much lefs ro ſpeak 
with apy of his Creditors, how great or ſmall ſoever the ſummes be hz ows them. This coo- 
ling card of Maxfrelles makes his Son De Merſon, not only bite his lips for ſorrow , but hang 
hishcad for anger and vexation, yea, his tolly doth ſo eclipſe and overveil his judgment 
herein, as inſtead of making good uſe hereof, he takes a contrary reſolution, and ſo reſolyg 
to embrace and follow the worſt ; for whereas he ſhould have made his pride and prodigality 
ſtrike ſail, and now rather ſeck to re-integrat himſelf into his Fathers favours , than any 
way futurely to incenſe or exaſperate him againſt him , he only taking counſell of his Touth, 
P afftons, and Choler, (which as falſe and treacherous guides , moſt commonly lead us to mis 
fery and repentance; ) again precipitates and ingulphs himſelf afreſh in new debts , both with 
his Vſurer, Mercer, and Taylor , and nolonger able to digeſt his Fathers checks and frown, 
he very inconſideratly and raſhly packsuphis baggage , leaves his houſe , rides to Mans, and 
there reſolves to paſs his time that Winter ; partly hoping that his Father will diſcharge hi 
debes in his abſence , but more eſpecially to become acquainted with the beautics of that Ch 
ty, thereby to obtain ſome rich young heir , or old Widdow for his wife , whoſe cftatc and 
wealth might ſupport his pride, and maintain his exceſſive prodigality and voluptuouſneſy 
and indced although the two former of theſe his hopes deceive himz yet he ſhall y find 
Lig nk Morte dennis eds Aphered nd equlpage} the Genes of 

iving thus in Mans, t ery of his Apparre equipage , the tre of his expens 

ecs, his comely alk, perſonage, black beard, and _— complexion , makes him as foon 
acquainted and aff:&cd, as known of many Ladies and Gentlewomen,aud farr the more,becaule 
they know his Father De Manfre!le , to be a very ancient and rich Gentleman of that Country 
of Mine, and although he is not his heir , yet in regard he is his ſecond = » asalſo a Tr 
veller, he was the more honoured and reſpeCtcd of all thoſe he frequented; fo that the veny fame 
and name of Monſieur de Mer ſon began to be already divulged known in the City 3 yea, 
and becauſe he was) a great Bal/adixe, or Dancer, there was no ſolemn afſembly , cither 

like or privat , but ſtill De Merſon: made one 5 and there was not areputcd beauty, or (oppoſe 
courteous Lady in Mans, or thercabouts, but ſuch was his vanity, as he ſoon wrought and 
mfinuated himſelf into her acquaintance and familiarity , the which he made not only his de- 
light, but his glory. And although that in a ſmall time, the wiſer ſort of the Gernlemen and 
Ladies of the City found his wit and experience to come infinitly ſhort of his brave 

yet the more illiterat and ant of them ( who cftcem all men by theirfluftre, and not by 
their brave worth ) as preferring gay Apparrell, and the comelineſs of the bedy , before the 
exquiſite endowments and perfeRions of the mind; they hold him in ſo high a repute and 
ſtcem, as they.think him to be the moſt abſolute Gallant,not only of M{avs, but of all the Cour 
trey of Maine 3 ſo cafic it is to captivat the conceits and judgmencs of thoſe who only build 
their judgments in their conceits, and not their conceits in judgment. 

And of this rank and number was our old widdow La V afelay , who having (many time 
heard of De Merſons fame , and mon perſonage , and ſeen him once at a Sermon , and twice 
at two ſeverall Nuptiall feaſts, where his skill and agility proved him to be one of the prime 
Dancers , ſhe is ſe farrin love with him , as in her thoughts and heart , ſhe wiſheth ſhe had 

iven halfhcr cftate and Dowry, conditionally that ſhe were his wife, and he her Husband; yes 

e is ſo raviſhed with the comlinel of his feature , and the ſweetneſs of his complexion and 


countenance, as all the world is not half ſo dear to her as De Merſon, nor any man whatſoever 
by many thouſand degrees, fo delicious to her cyc , and pleaſing to her heart and foul, s 


himſelf. And akhough ſhe bein the frozen Zone of her age , yet her intemperare Juſt _ 
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defires ſo youthfully incemperare,as forgetting reaſon and modeſty (thac the beſt virtue of our 
ſoul, "nd hb the chiefeft ornament of our body ) ſh: a thouſand times wiſherh s thatcither De 
Mer ſon were impalled in her arms , or ſhe incloyftered in bis, 

But doting ( yea I may well near truly ſay ) dying old Gentlewoman, is this a time for thee 
to think of a young husband , when one of thy old feet is, as it were, in thy grave? or being in 
thy Clymadterical year of threeſcore and ghree, art thou yet ſo fraughted with levity, and cx- 
empt of continencic , as thou wile needs ſeek to marry one of five and twenty? Fooliſh Le 
Puſſelay , if it be nor now time, oy high time for thee to ſacrifice thy defires to continency g 
when will it be, if ever be ? Didfit thou reſolveto wed a husband near of thine own age, and 
foto end the remainder of thy daics with him in chaſt and holy wedlock, that reſolution of 
thine were as excuſable, as this in defiring ſo young a one, is worthy, not oncly of blame, but of 
reprchenfion, and I may fay , of pitty. Confider, conſider with thy ſelf, what a 
attewpt and enterpriſe is this of thine, that when thou ſhould finiſh thy daics in devotion and 
prayer, thou then delighrteſt ro begin them in concupiſcence and luſt. O La V aſſelay, mock at 
thoſe rebellious and treacherous pleaſures of the fleſh, which ſeem to mock at thee, yea, tobe= 
tray thee : and if there be yet any ſpark of thy youth , which lyes burning under the embers of 
thy age , why if chy chaſtchouphts cann»«« , yet let modeſty , or ar leaft piety extinguiſh thems 
God hath already given thee two husbands, is it not now therefore timicy yea, more than time, 
for thee to prepare to give thy ſelf ro God ? Hitherto the chaſtity of thy youth hath made 
thee happy, and wilt thou now permit that the luft of thine age make thee unfortunate or pere 
adventure miſerable ? and that che purity and candeur of that be diſtained and polluted by the 
foulnefſe and obſcenity of this ? Alas, alas, incontinent and Inconfiderate Gentlewoman 4 of 
agrave Matron , become not a PRn_ Gigglet; or if thou wilt not ſuff:r the cyes of thy body, 
et lcaſtpzrmit thoſe of thy ſoul to look from thy paintcd checks, to thy (now-whice hair, who 
can inform and tel thee that chou art far ficter for heaven than carth, fich thoſe pleaſures are 
tranſitory, and theſe cternalzfor God,than a husband, fich he only can make thee bl: fſed;where« 
=» (in reward of thy laſcivious luſt ) this peradventure may be reſerved to make thee both un- 
fortunate and wretched. 

Buc the vanity of this old Gentlewomans thoughts and deſires do ſo violently fix and termi- 
nate on the youth and beauty of young, and ( as ſhe immodeftly terms him) fair De Mer [on, as 
the onely conſideration of herdelighe and plcafurc,weighs down all other reſpeRts ; ſo thar nei- 
ther reaſon nor medefty, advice nor perſwafion, can prevail with her reſolution to divert her 
affeftion from him ; but love him ſhe doth, and( which is repugnant, as well ro*the inſtinit of 
Nature , as cothe influence of Modeſty , and rulcs of Civility:) ſeck him for her husband ſhee 
will ; yea, ſhe is already become ſo ſottiſh in her aff:&ion, and ſo Jaſciviouſly fervenc in her de- 
fices row ards him, that her heart thinks of him by day, her ſoul by nighe z that admires him as 
the very life of her felicity, and this adores him as the onely content and glory of her life : ſhe 
will not ſce the greatneſs of her own cftace and wealth, nor conſider the (mallncſs of his means 
and hopes , in that he isnot an hcir, bur a ſecond brother z ſhe will not enquire after his debty 
and vices, to know what thoſe may be, what theſe are 3 ſhe will not think what a prepoſterous 
diſparity there is betwixc the fire of his youth, and the ice of her age 3 nor what a world of diC- 
contents and affl: tions are incident ws rn thereof : ſh: will nor conſider, that in endowing 
him with all her wealth , that ſh: thereby impoveriſhech many, as well of her own kindred, as 
of choſe of her two former huzbands , to whom in the right of Nature ic more juſtly and pro- 
perly belongs ; and to conclude and (h »t up this poinr, (be will not imagine or dream , cohow 
many laughters and ſcandals of the world (he expoſeth her ſelf , who will nor onely call her dif- 
crction bur her modeſty in queſtion, for matching with ſo young a Genetleman as De Merſon , 
to whom for ag:, {h: may nor onely well be Mother , bur ( which is more ) Grandmo. h:c : Bue 
contrariwiſe, chis fooliſh old Gcntlewoman having ſent her wits a wool-gathering on his ſweet 
and comly perſonage 3 his yourh and her aff:&tion, like ewo impetuous torrenrs, and furious in- 
undations, bear down all other reſpeRs and conſiderations before them : yea, they ſo ſubmerge 
her reaſon, and quite drown her diſcretion , a8 ſhe hath no eyes unſhuc ro ſee che one, nor cares 
unſtopped ro hear the other, ſo rhar if (he dzfire any thing in the world, it is (a3 tormerly is 
obſerved) that ſhe live toſee De Merſon her huaband, and her ſelt hiswite : which ro effeR and 
accompliſh, ſh: knows no better nor ficter Agent to employ hercin, than one Mounſier de Prune- 
au, an ancient Counſcllour of the Preſidial Cowrt of that City 4 who was the only Counſellour 
both to her laſt husband and her ſelf, and of whoſe diſcretion, integrity and (idelicy, ſhe had 
all the reaſons of the world to reſt confident and aſſured. 

Now although the /:ſdom and Experience of De Prune as ſuggeſted him with what an extreme 
incquality there was betwix: De Mer ſons youth,and Le V aſſelayes age, which he could not more 
p:runcnly parallel and compare , than to Winter and _—_ » the Spring and Harveſt + 

and 
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and'theretore how many affliftions and miſcrics were ſubje& to attend and wait on ſuch Pre 
poſterous marriages , whereof he had formerly feen divers lamenrable examples and wojyl 
experinces, as well of men as womcn,who had ſuffered ſhipwrack upon that Sy/la and this Cþ,. 
ribdis, he like an honcſt man, and indced a trucr friend to-her than ſhe was to her (.1f 
produceth ſome of the former alleged reaſons ro her conſideration, thereby to divert th, 
ſtream of her ill-grounded affe&tion from De merſon , and ( in generall m_—_—_ to convey ang 
condud it to ſome elder perſonage, whoſe years (and therefore their _ tions and aff'6, 
ions) might the b:trer agree and (ympathiz:. But wh:n he ſces that her love to De Mr ſoy 
was 2 fly and immoveably ſetled, as that it not only appearcd to him to be ber grict by 
hzr torment to bz any way crofi:d or contradift:d therein, then he changeth his language, and 
becauſe ſhewill not harken to his advice , he therefore gives way to her reſolution, promiſech 
her his urmoſt power , and beſt endeavours ſpeedily to cff-& and compaſs her defires; when 
raking leave cach of other, at laſt Ls V aſſelay remembring ſhe had forgotten ſomething , cah 
him again, and prayes him that if De Aderſon be inquiſitive to know her dire& age , thathy 
ſibftrat away at Izait ten years thereof; ſo that whereas ſh: is ſixty three, to affirm that the i 
very little above fifcy 3 whereunto ſh: her ſelf bluſhing , de Pruneau not able likewiſe to re, 
frain from ſmiling ,. promiſcth her to be very mindfall thereof, To which end, he ( with the 
firſtconveniencic ) finds out de Merſon, acquaints him how much he is obliged co Madame, ſelh 
LeV aſſclay, for her aff:Qion to him, layes before him the Nobility of her deſcent and blood, 
the greatneſs of her Eſtate and means , as alſo the cxcellency of her vertuesg that fifty yeargy 
the moſt of her age , and that ſh: is not by farr ſo old, as pleaſing and lovely; that ſh: aff. 
him above all the mzn in the World , yea, and d-fires no man of the world for her Hu:band by 
himſelf; and that when h2 pleaſeth , ſh: detires the honour of his company to her houſe, wih 
many other intimations and infinuations conducing that way. 

De Merſon having formerly underftood of La V afſelayes rich Eſtate and Dowrie, as alſo of 
the rruch of her age , he likes the firſt well, and alchough he diſtait y yer he will diſſ.nible the 
ſccond; he thanks de Pruxeau for his pains, and La V ſſelay for her love toward him; promif 
eth to requite the firſt , and if her wealth and vertucs correſpond with his relation, to deſerve 
the lc z alleging further, that althongh there be a great inequality in their age, yer ſich he 
is no hcir bart a ſecond Brother , that it is rather likely chan impollivle for ic aha, a match 
betwixt them 3 and in the mean tim: to requite part of her aff. tion , he promiſerh to S.ip with 
hee the night following at her honſe, where he only delires his company and aſliftance, tha 
they may the tore eff-Qually and fecretly.conſule of this batincſs, which he hopes will o mach 
import, as well her good and his content, as her content and his good ; and fo for that time 
the ( FF. 

- 4, wo having receivedhis pleaſing and diſcreet anſwer from De Merſon , he returns 
with the relation, and repetition thereof to Le V afſel:y ; vows that his extcriour teature is no 
way anſwerable , bat comes far ſhort of his interioar Vertucs and diſcretion; and that by all 
which he cither can colle& from his ſpeeches , or gather from his deportment and behaviour, he 
3s in his conceit the moſt accompliſh:d Gentleman, not only of Maine, but of Fraxce; and fo 
bids her prepare her Supper , and her ſelfro entertain him thenext night. Which anſwer of 
De Merſons , and relation of D- Pranean, is ſo pleafing to ber heart and thoughts , as her age 
ſeems to be already raviſh:d with joy at the conceix of his yourh 5 when thinking every minut: 
a moneth, and every hour a year , before ſh: be made happy, and ber houſe blef:d with his 

ſence, ſhe Icavesno coft unſpared , or unſpznt , to make his entereainment anſwerable to 
is welcome; whereof whiles ſh: is not only carefull,but curious in proyiding , let us curſoril 
ſpeak a word or two how De Merſon entertains and digefterh this uncxpefted motion and a 
fe&tion of La aſſelay. 

He laughes in hisfl-eve to (ee her yourhfull aff:&ions ſo flouriſhing in this Autumn , nay, in 
this /inter of her age , as todefire and (eck ſo young a Gentleman as himſclf for her Husband; 
but he underſtands ſhe is exceeeding rich , and theretore reſolves that this vertue is capable 
overvalue and ranſome that defeR and crrour of hers. He ſees that his Father will noc pay his 
debts, and that he of himſelf cannot 3 that they growing more clamorous , will ſhortly becme 
ſcandalous z which will not only dire&ly prevent, but infallibly ruine bis fortunes. He cons 
fidercth how diſpleafing her age will be to his youth, as al(o that there is no hell comparable to 
that of a diſcontented bed,and then again, his deboſhr and luftfull thoughts, ſuggeſt him this re- 
medy : That Ma ,hath bcautics enongh for him to recreat himfelfe,and to paſs his time with, 
alchough ſhe have him ſometimes in her bed,yert he may have young:r lafſ:s & ladits in his atn's 
both when, and were he pleaſeth: He conſidereth thaz rich widdows are not ſo ſoon found as 


ſought 


= 
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ſought, nor ſo ſoon obcained as found; and thatit he refuſe Le Vaſſelay this day, he may nor 
only repent it to morrow , bur perchance all} he daics of his life; and although his will may » 
his power ſhall nor be able to repair or redrels thiscrrour of his, all his life after 3 Hz is not ig- 
norant that Gentlewomen of her age and wealth are ſubje& tobe as ſoon loft as won in a hu- 
mour ; and therefore zhen loſt, becauſe not then won. Again that the cIder ſhe is, the ſooner 
lke will dic, and he then is'at liberty ro marry as younga Virgin as he plecaſeth , and that her 
wealth would then prove a true prop, and ſweet comfort to his age. And to conclude and 
Gniſh this conſultation of his , ſhe is without children to moleft and trouble him, and there- 
fore to be defired , ſh: is vertuous, diſcreet, and of an exccllent fame and reputation , and 
therefore deſerves to be accepted and not refuſed, 

Upon the grounds of which reaſons and conſiderations , he makes good his promiſe to De 
Pruneau, and comes thencxt night both to vifir , and fuppwith Le Vaſſelay 5 who having 
purpoſely deckt her (elf up in her youchfull and gaycſt Apparrell; receives him, with all de- 
monſrations of aff:Fion and joy. Ac his firſt arrivall he affords her two or three kifſes , where- 
at (he infinitly both r<joycerh and eriumpheth z and in a word, be finds that his welcome nor 
only exceeds his deſerts , but his R_—_ 3 and believe me it was worth the obſervation, to 
las ſuperficially his youth looked on her age, and how artificially and Inftfully her age 
y_ on bis youth. Now , by this time Supper is ſerved in , wherin her aff-&ion was an 

iſcoverced him in the curiolfity and bounty thereof. Where De Pruneau to give life to theig 
micth , tels them both , that he hope this their firſt mecting and interview will produce effects 
anſwerable to both their contents and defires z Whereat De Merſon cannot refrain from bluſh- 
ing , nor La V aſſelay from ſmiling 3 They are all very pleafanc and jocond at Table, and ſhe 
to give the better edge and reliſh ro his aff:&ion, ſtrives to ſeem farr younger than indced ſhe 
is, and then he knows her to be 3 yeaz (ſh: doth fo cunningly eneermix and diſperſe yourhfull 
ſpeeches amidft her aged gravity , as if ſhe were not old,or at leaſt, newly now oung. Now 
whilcs ſh: feaſted her cycs on his freſh countenance and fair complexion, he ſends his abroad ro 
look on her plate, rich hangings , and houſhold-ftuff, wherewich he ſaw her houſe was richly 
and plentifally furniſhed : Supper ended , and the cloth raken away, they are no ſooner fallen 
from chcir Viands , but they fall to their talk. De Merſoz kindly and familiarly taking his 
new old Miftris in his Armes, as if he had already given her a place in his heart and aff: ions 
which makes her beyond her ſelf, both merry and joyfull, I will not trouble the Reader with 
the repetition of what ſpeeches and complements here paſt berwixt them ; becauſe in this, and 
my future Hiftorics | will follow the ſame method of brevity which I have propoſed and ob 
ſerved in my former. Let then his inquiſitive curiofity underftand , that 'they parted very 
lovingly , and aff:&ionatly this firft cimez and De Merſon alrhough he were a deboſhed 
Gentleman , yet he is not ſo fimple to omic, but rather ſo well adviſed to prie into the trac 
depth, and nak<d truth of her cttate 3 and theracher , for that he hath known many Gentle> 
men who have been ferch'd over, and gull'd in this nature, and in marrying one Widdow 
bave match*c themſelves to two thieves , and credulouſly thinking her rich , have in the end 
found her a very degger 3 Whereupon he eakes three daies reſpite to reſolve, and fo with ſome 
kiſſes and many thanks for her aff:Qion, and her kind entertainment and great cheer , he for 
that night cakes his leave of her, whoſe fair carriage and diſcreet reſolution in eemporizing , 
Lz V aſſele applauds , and De Pruneau approves; So De Merſon having ſpent the firſt and ſe- 
cond day in ſurveying the Writings of her Dowry, the Leaſes ot her dad houſcs, and the 
Bonds a1d Bills of D:bcs due to her, with all her rcady Mony , Plate, and other moveables; he 
finds her eſtate to anſwer his cxpeftation and her report, and that ſhe is really worth in Land, 
fix thouſand Franks yearly, and her movcables worth at leaft cightcen thouſapd more , he the 
third day publikly contrats himſelf roher 3 and having advertiſed his Father thereof , who 
likes the wealth better than the Widdow , within cight dayes after privazly marryes her,which 
adminiftreth cauſe of ſpeech and wonder in and about Mens ; ſome blaming her of indifcre- 
tion and levity, to match ſo young i Gentleman , others taxing him of folly to marry ſo old 
a Widdow 3 ſome extolling and applauding his judgement, incnriching himſelf with fo great 
an cftates which would not only deface his debts, ſecure his youth and age from the ftorms 
ofwant, and the tempefts of neceſliry, bur alſo in the one and the other maintain bim richly, 
proſperouſly , and gallantly. And others again belicving, and preſaging, that this their gerac 
incquality and diſparity of years, would either of che one fide or other , or both , produce 
many diſcontent and affliftions , inſtead of hoped-for joyes and proſperities. Thus every one 

diff:rently of this prepoſtzrous match, according to their paſſions and fancies difare 
3 burwhich of all theſe opinions and judgments ſpeaks trucſt, we ſhall not go farr to un» 
derſtand and know. R 2 We 
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We have ſeen the conſummation of this marriage, Touth wedded to Agez May to December, 
and young De Merſon to old LaV aſſelay 3 in which concra@ and nuptialls, cither of them are 
ſovain , and both ſo irreligious, as caring wholly for the pleaſures of their bodies , 
have not therein ſo much as once thought of their ſouls , or of Heaven, Yea, God is not ſo my 
as once nominated or remembred of them. All the ends ofmarriages are only two ; God; 

, and the ion of children; and becauſe they cannot hope for the ſecond, muſt x 7 
re needs be ſo impious, as to forget the fiirſt ? Ayeme, if his youth had attained ng 
more Grace, could her age rexain no more goodne(sy or how can they flatter themſclves with 
any hope , that this marriage of theirs can poſlibly hroſper, when only her aim and end there. 
in is luftzand bis wealth ?- If a building can ſabfiſt = » Which hath a rotten and reeling 
foundation, then this match of theirs may proſper ,' iſe cannotz for what more rot 
than the beaftly pleaſares of her luftfull , and yer decayed age and what more reeling and fickle 
than the conſtant inconftancy of his laſcivious youth ? which make my thoughts juſtly fear,and 
my heart truly preſage and appechend , that repentance , not pleaſure z afliftion , no joy 
miſery, not proſperity , is at the heels to attend and follow theſe their Nuptialls; As mark we 
the ſequell, and it will bri-fly inform us how. | 

De Merjon hath not been marricd two whole moneths to Le V afſe!ay,but he begins to repent 
himfelf that ever he matched her , far he now ſees , though before he would not, that it is im« 
poſſible for youth to fadge and ſympathiſe with her age, he fecs that (ſhe hath adeſcrepir, fickly 
and decayed body, and that ſhe is never free of the Cough and Rheum , as alſo of an iffue in hee 
left arm, which is not only diſpleafing , but loathſome to him. Yea, when ſhe hath taken of 
her Ruff and head attire, and dighted her felfin her night habiliments, then he vowes he is 4 
fraid ofher Lamb-skin furred cap and waft-coat; and takes her withred face for a Vizard ors 
Comet , which yecldsjno delight bur cerrour, to his cycs, ſwearing that he ſerves only tor a bed. 
pan to heat her frozen body , which of it ſelf is far colder than a Marble Statue; Yea, he isfg 
far out of love with her , ſc, to write the truth, he never truly loved her , that her 
is a plague to him, her preſence by day a Purgatory, and her company by night a very Hell, 
But and diflolute Gentleman, theſe vicious and impious conceits of thine, come ime 
mediatly from HellandS ata», and are no way infuſcd in chy thoughts by Heaven much lefs in« 
ſpircd inthy heart by God; Conſider , confider with thy felf, chat if Ls Yaſſeloy be old, 
yet ſhcis now and that whatſoever De Preneen or her ſelf informed thee of fitty y 
yet thou ſhe could not be leſs than fixty three, and more ſhe is not, In which r 
marriage (che holy inftitution of Heaven having now made you of two, one, if thou wile not 
- Tove her age, at leaft thou ſhould reverence it 3 or if thou canſt not aff: her, thou ſhouldeh 
not hate her. Hath ſhe imperfe&ions ? what woman in the world lives without them? 
or is ſhe peftred with diſcaſes , who can be cither exem from them, or prevent them? Thoa 
haft vowed in the Temple of the Lord, and in the ce of him and his p:ople, nor only in 
love, but to honour her; andis thy inconftancy and _—_ already fach , as forgetting that 
promiſe and vow of thine, thou now not only diſhonour , butdeſpiſe and contemn hery 
and that thou only madcft that vow ly to break it? O De Merſex,if thou arc not capable 
of Counſcll, yet do bar believe the , and thou wilt find , that'if thou wilt not love her 
becauſe ſhe is too old to be thy wife yet thou ſhouldeft reſpeR& and regard her,becauſe ſhe is old 
cnough to be thy Grandmother : for as ir is incivility not to.reverence Agez (o ic is impiery to 
difdain and malign it 3 and if in any man towards a meer ſtranger , how much more a Husband 
to his own wife ? And becauſcit is caficr to eſpic our Wives - r—— than to find our, or 
reform our own if thy[Wife Le V aſſclay be guilty of any fault towards thee, ic is becauſe ſhe 
loves thee too well, and affcAts the to dearly, hs | 

We have ſeen De Herſons diftaſt of his wife Le V aſſeley , Let us now ſee how ſhelikes , or 
rather why ſhc foon diſlikes him 3 for he bears himſclt to ftrangely, and withall, ſo unkindly to 
wards her , as her defires of his youth come far ſhorr both gf her expcAarion and hopes ; for if 
he lic with her one night, he wanteth fax from her ; is ſtiil abroad and ſcldom or never at home 
with hers yea, he is of ſuch a gadding humour, and ranging diſpoſition, and his thoughts and 

iphts arc tranſported elſewhere , not at home ; with other young Dames of Mans, not with 
her ſelf; and the vanity of hispleaſurcy do fo far ſurprize and captivate him , that he is already 
become o vitious , as he makes day his Cn_ night his dayh, living rathcr like a volupruous 
» than a temperate or Civill Chrittian z Neither, quoch ſhe , is it jcaloufic bur cruch 


icure 
= ry makes her pric ſo narrowly into ſuch lewd and Jaſcivious aftions,whercin the further ſhe 
wadcs, the more cauſe ſhe finds both of gricf and vexation, which makes her wiſh, ſhe had been 
blind when ſhe firſt ſaw him; and cicher he or her (elf in Heaven, when they fo unfortunatly 
marrycd cach other hcre upon Earth. How 
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How now fond and tooliſh old Gentlewoman, are thy joycs (o ſoon converted into forrows, 
and thy triumphs into tears # why, thou haſt juſt cauſe to thank none bur thy ſelf for theſe 
thy croſſes _ affli&ions ; fith thy luſtfull and Iacivious defires were not only the authour,bur 
the procurer of chem 3 for hadſt thou been more modeſt, and Iſs wanton, thou mighreſt have 
apparently ſeen, and providently foreſeen, that De Merſons youth was too young for thy age, 
becauſe thy age was too old for his youthy fo that hadſt chou been then but half fo ſtayed and 
wiſe, as now thou art forrowfull , thou necdeſt not gricve for that which thou cant nor redreſs, 
nor repent for thar which is'ouc of thy power to remedy. Bat ralh and inconſiderat woman, 
how comes this to paſs , that thou art ready to entertain jealoulte, when death ſtands ready to 
eritertain thee ? Could all the courſe ofthy former youth be ſo happy, not to be acquainted 
"wich this vice z and doth now thy frozen age think ic a vertuz to admic and imbrace it? Ay 
me I grieve to ſee thy folly, and lament to underſtand thy madneſs in this kind : for whar is 
jealoulic, but the rage of our thoughts ,and brains, the diſturber of our peace and tranquillity, 
the enemy of our peace and happineſs , the trairour to our judgment and underſtanding, t 
lague of our life, the poyſon ot our hearts, and the very banc and Canker of our ſoules? Jea» 
Touſic,why, it is the daughrer of frenzie, and the Mother of madneſs, it is a vice purpoſely fens 
from hell to make thoſe wretched on carth, who may live fortunate and happy: and yet will not; 
yea, it is avice which | know not wherh1 ic be more calic to admit or difficult toexpell, be- 
ing admitted. Bur La V aſſclay , expell ic thou muſt, at leaft, if thou think to live for- 
tunate , and not todie miſerable. Wert thou —_—_ asaged, thy jealouſic might have ſome 
colour and excuſe in meeting with the cenſures of the world; whereas now nor deſerving the 
one; it cannot receive the other. - And asthoſe women are both wiſe and happy , who wink 
at the youthful! eſcapes of their Huzbands z fo by jealoufte makes thee both meritorious and 
guilcy of eby afflitions, becauſe thou wilc be ſo fooliſh co eſpic, and'ſo malicious to remember 
theſe ofthine../ 1» De Merſon given and addifted toother women? why pardon him, becauſe 
he is a young man 3 and as hee isthy Huband , and thou, bis wife, belicve that he is every way 
more worthy ofthy prayers , than of thine cavic. : | 
Thus we fee upon what fatall and ominous tearms theſc Jate married couple now fland; 
'De [+ cor ry ſcorning and ſpurning at;his wife La V aſſelay's age, and wholly addifting 
himſelf to others, and her age growing infinitly. jealous of his youth ; fo that for any thing 1 
ſee or know tothe contrarys theſe different vices have already raken ſuch deep and dangerous 
root in them; as they threaten not only the fhipwrack of their content, but ot their forunes, if 
not oftheir lives. | wa 4 J | | 
Now for-as to find ou>the particular objeft of Le Vaſſelay's jedloulie, 43 her fooliſhcnrjofi- 
ty hath already the genemti:cauſe, we muſt know , that th a very proper Gentl6= 
'womes who'/amcuds her, of ſome cighteen years of age , tcarmed Gratiana, of a middle fta- 
©tare, ſomewhat enclining to: fatneſs , oy freſh inc complexion , and brighe faxen 
+hair, ſhe being indeed every way exceeding lovely and fair 3 and with this Gratiana, ſhe fears 
{her Husband is more familiar than either modeſty or chaſtity can permirz and yet ſhe hath 
only two poor #caſons for-this, her credulity and: jcalouſic, and God knows ate poor 
+ and weak ones indeed 3 The firſt is , that ſhe thinks her own withred face ſerves only but 'as'a 
"foyl, to make Gratianz's freſh beauty ſeem the more precious and amiable in his eyes. The 
i ſecond is, that (he once ſaw him kiſs her' in/her preſence in the Garden , when ſhe broagfit him 
: a [Jandkercher., which his Page had forgotten to give him. Ridiculous grounds , and triviall 
reaſons, for her to build her fear, or ere her jcalouſic on, or to invent and raiſe fo fonl a ſcan- 
.dall and calumny ; and yet not co ſuppreſs , but to report. the whole rruth , De Merſok was 
« Iaſciviouſly in love with Gratiana, had often tempted her defloration , bur could never” ob- 
tain her conſenc th:reunco 3 for ſhe was as chaſt as fair ,. and ipregnable cither to be ſeduced 
by his gifts and preſents, or to be vanquiſhed and won by his treacherous promifes , proteſtati- 
*:on83 and Oachs : for ſhe told him plainly and peremptorily, when ſh: faw him begin to'grow 
-Jniportunate, and impudent in this his. folly , That although ſhce were but a poor Gentle- 
| mansdaughter, : yet ſh: thanked God, that her Parents bad ſo vertuouſly rrain'd her'yp in the 
« School of: Hawour, that ſhe would rather die , than live tor be a Strumper to any Gentlemai'or 
” Pcinge of ahe World 3 which chaft anſwer , and generous reſolution of hers,, did then fo 
: quench the flames of his laſcivious and inordinate atf:Rion:to her , as thenceforth he exch 
' hisuſt into love tokvards her, and vowed , that ks would both reſpett and honour her as his 
i” Siſter. - Now alchoagh they both keep the paſſage of: this bulneſs ſecret from his wife 
her. Miſtris, yer nocwithſtanding , avic. is the nature of, Jealouſic, not to hearkew- to any 
reaſon y''nor- approve of. any belicf but of her own 4 therefore ſhe is confident, that he 
Lies with: Gratione more, ofrner than with her (elf; which (hz yowes (hc cannot ' digeſt, 
:andwill no longer tolerat, To which end , ({ with - moſt malicious and ftrange* Kind 
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ot treachery ) ſhzce makes fair weather with Gratians 3 and (thinking co cooſ her hot courage, 
and. to 4llay the heart of her luxurious blood looking onic day: ftedfaftly in her face , ſhe tells 

| her, that ſh: hath necd to be ler blood, to prevent a Fever; whereamo , although chaft and in- 
| nocent Gretiana was nevet formerly let blood , ſhe notwithſtanding willingly conſents there. 
unto; which to cff:&, La.Vaſſelay(like a baſe Miltris, and a treacherous Rtep-dame ) ſends for 
an Apvthecavy , named Rennee, gives him a watchword in his car, to draw at leaſt fixtcen 
O.nczs of blood from Gratiane, tor that ſhe was ftrongly encred into. a burning Fever ; Bur he 
| being as honeſt as ſh: was treacherous and cruell, told her, that the drawing of ſo great a quans 
| tity of blood from her , might not only impair her health, but endanger her life, Burt ſhe re- 
plics it was ſo ordered by a Dogor z whereupon he opens her-right-arm veyn ; and as hc had 
| near drawn ſo much from this poor harmleſs young Gentlewoman, /{h: faints twice in a chair 
| bertwixt their armes , and all the cold water they threw in her face , could very hardly referch 
| her, and keep life in her z this old hard-hearted _— notwithſtanding crying out, that ir 
| was not blood enough : having no other reaſon for this her treachery and cruelty , bat that 
| indzed ſh: thought it not enough, or ſufficient to quench the unquenchable thirſt and flame of 
| her jcalouſie3 of which this is the firſt cff:& cowards this innocene young Genelewoman , but ' 
we ſhall not go farrto fee a ſecond, 
© Gratiaxa is ſo farc from dreaming of her Miftris jealoufie toward her Maſter, and her ſelf 
or from once thinking ofthis h:r treacherous letting her blood, as ſhe thanks her for her a&- 
feftion and care of her health 3 andnow the very next day after De Merſon dyning at home 
with his old wife,(which he had not done in many dayes before ) and fſecing Gratiana look 
ſo white and pale, demandr her if ſhe be not well, and then queſtioneth his wife what ayles 
her Gentlewoman to look fo ill, which ſhe ſeems to put off with a feigned excuſe 3 but withall 
| (as if this care of her Husband towards Gratiena, were a true confirmation of their diſhoneſty, 
| and her jcalouſie ) ſhe retains the memory thereof deeply in'her heart and thoughts ; yea, it d 
| ſo frequent , and fix:d in her imaginations, as ſhe cannot, ſhe wiltnor any longer ſuffer or ex- 
| dure this aff:Qion of her Husband to Gratiann; nor that Gratieng's youth ſhall wrong La V af- 
| » ſellay's age in the rites and duties of Rlarrigy: Wherefore cafting ſad aſpe&ts.on him, and 
| malignant Tooks en her, ſh: to pleaſe and give ſatisfaQion to herfealoutic ( whioh- cannot be 
| pleaſcd or ſati:ficd with any thing but revenge) reſolves to make her know whatic is , for a 
 waiting-Maid to off:nd and wrong hicr Miftris in this kind; when aot co diminiſh, but rather to 
augment and redouble her former cruelty'toward her, Her Hugband riding one-day abroad 
in company of divers other, Gentlemen of the City , to hunt Wolves which abound in thoſe 
od fojons woods of Maine , ſheunder oo of ſome othar bulinefs;, calls Gratiens 
alone into her inner Chamber, wr A door after her, ſhilwich meager and pale cn 
.in her, looks, arid implacable fury and chofer her ſpeeches, chargeth her ot di a 
.her Hasband 4 calling her whore, firumpet, arid baggage ; afhcning,that the time and hour 
now. come for her ud w revenged {oor I oa —_ amazed and affrighted ac this 
ſudden and furious,both unzxpefted and undeſerved alarum of her M:#ris , ſeeing her honour 
aud; highs and fears )her life called in queſtion; ſhe after a world of Gighes: and tran, 
veer her accuſers Devils and witches , vowes by her part in Heaven, and upon che perill of 
her own ſoul, that ſhe is innocent ofthat crime whereof ſhe accuſed her , and that neither in 
deed:or. thought, ſhe was ever diſhoneſt or unchaſt with any man of the world, much leſs with 
| her Maſter Bu this will not ſatisfiz incenſed Ls Vaſſtay , neither are cheſe ſpeeches or tears 
of Gratiana of Powe to paſs current with her jealotific z buc reputing chem falſe-and counter- 
ſeit, {hz calls in her, Chamber-maid, and Cook-maid, whom the pavpatily ld there , aud 
bids chem unſtrip Gratiane naked to her waſte, and to bind her hand and footto the Bed poſt, 
which with much repining and pity, they are at laft inforced do. When commanding than 
forch, the Chamber,and bolting the door after,thern, ſhe not like a woman, but rather as-k ſuty 
ofhcl] flics to poor innocent.Gretiana, and with gent burchen rod,doth not only raze+ 
| fearifie,her armes, back and ſhonſders; when barmleſs ſoul, ſhe (though in vain) havi 
| other defenſive weapons but her tongue , and herinnocency , cries aloud to Heaven and 
| for ſaccour. Bur this old Hag at fall-of malice as jealoufic , hath no compaſſion. of her cries 
,or pitty of her lghs z yea neither the {ight of her tears, or blood, (which trickling down hee 
cheeks, and ſhoulders , doth both /bedew , and ingrain her Smockare of power to appeaſe her 
kar s d.cnvy » vecrwent'y ſpent three rods , and tyred arid-wearied both her armes , fheefn 
the heag of her choler, and the height bf her revenge, delivers her theſe bitter and feoffing words 
this is the way, yea theouly way to cool the beat of thy courage, and to quench the fireof 
hen calling in her two maids, ſhe commands them to unbind Gratiana,and ts hdp 


Adinton vhis 
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on/hee-cloaths, Whcntriumphing in her cruelty , ſhe furiouſly departs and leaves them; who 
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Cannot retrain from tcars, to ſce how ſevercly and cruelly their Miftris had handlcd this her 
poor Gentlewoman. | | w__ JP = 
Gratianazthe better toremedy theſe her infupportable and crucllwrongs, holds ir difcretion 
codifſemble them , and ſoproviding-her (elf fecretly of a horſe and nan, ſhe the next night 
ſicals away rides to Le Ferte, and from thence to her Father at Nogent te Retrov, where he was 
ſuperintendant of the Prince of Condes houſe and Caftle in that Town; and where the Princeſs 
Dowager his mother built, up the greateſt part of ber ſorrowfull Refidence, whiles he was 
derained-priſoner in the Caſtle of Boys de Vincennes near Paris. LaV aſſelay grives at this her 
ſudden,and uncxpeRed departure, the which ſhe fears her Husband De Merſon, and her Father 
Menſieur de Bremay will takein ill partz wherein ſhe is no way deceived, for the one grieves, 
and the, other ſtorms thercat ; yea, when De Merſon (through flattery and threatsJhad drawn 
from the Chamber-maid and Cook-maid, the cruch of his wives crucll whipping of Gratiane, 
as alſo the cauſe thereof , her jealoufic , He juſtly incenſed and enraged ,. flics tothis his ſortiſh 
and crucll wife, tels her, that jealouſic comes from the Devill, whoſe part he affirmes ſhe hath 
ated, andadting this upon innocent Gratiane, then whom their lives nota chaſter maid in the 
world; That alchough ſhe were poor » yet, that ſhe was as well deſcended as herſelf. In which 
regard, if the did nor ſpeedily right and xedeem her wrongs, and ſeek means to pacific andrecall 
her, that he would forthwith leave her,yea, and utterly ſorſake herz which cooling- card of his 
to his wifc, makes her look on her farmer erroneous cruelty towards Gratiene , rather with 
outward grief, than inward repentance. But ſecing that her jealoufic muſt now ſtoop and trike 
fail ro her Husbands Choler , and that to enjoy his company , ſhe muſt not be exempted and 
deprived of hers; ſhe contrary to her defire and will, (which Rill retaines the furnes and flames 
of jcaloutie, as that doth of revenge ) is inforced to makea vertue of neceſfity, and ſo to bear 
up with the time, feigning herſelf repentant and ſorrowfbll for that ſhe had formerly done to 
Gratiana 3 ſhe to reclaim her , buyes her ſo much wrought black Tafferyfor a Gown, and ſo 
much Crimſon Damack for a Perticoat, and with a bracclct of Pearl which ſhe accuſtomed to 
wear upon her right arms, ſhe ſends it to Nogent to herby La Vilette, a Gentleman of her Huf- 
-bands, and accompanicth it with a letter to her Father > Moxfieur de Bremay , which contals 


ned theſe words. 
LAVASSELAY toDE BREMAY, 


| H Aving vindicated Truth from Error, end metamorphoſed Jealoufic into Judgment , I find 
that Thave wronged thy Gratiana, whereat 1 grieve with contrition, and ſorrow with 
tance, fith my Husbands vewes and Oaths have:fully cleared ber Honour aud 'Chaftity, which my 
ſeetiſh incredulity and fear raſhly attempted both »0 —— e5 C——_ 
ing her to forgive, and thy ſelf to forget that wrong , I earneſtly defire ſhed return by this bearer 
and ye both ſhall ſee, that 1 never formerly her ſo much, as henceforth T will both love 
bimonr ber. Thbave.now ſent ber ſome ſmall tokens of my affeiion; and ere ay fe ſhall find _ 
. tir effelis and teſtimonies thereof, for knowing her to be as chaſt as fair, Iriithis De Bremay I' re- 
| po toreft confident , that as:ſhe is now thy daughter by Nature , ſo ſhe ſhall be henceforth mint 


LA VASSELAY: | 

ny 5:0 . ſl A. | Sag 
De .Bremay having. receivedthis Letter, and his Daughter Gratiens theſe kind tokens froth 
hee Mijtris La V afſelay ; his choler, and her grief and ſorrow is ſoon defaced and blown awayz 
ſo he well-ſarisfisd, and ſhe content and pleaſed, he ſends her back from Nogent to Mans by Le 

Villette, by whom he writes this enſuing Letter to his AGſtris Le V oſſe/lay in anſwer offiete 

4 DE BREMAY wLA VASSELAY. x 


Hy Letter hath given me ſo wuch coutent and ſatisfaCion,as thy undeſerved cruelty to why 
of 


'ter Gratiana did greif and indignation. And had ſhe been gutlty of that crime , 
arnade thre jealous, T would for ever have'renounced her for my Daughter , an depr ived 
wy Ttht : for as her Vertuey are ber beſt wealth, and ber Honor ber chiefeſt revenew 3 ſo if foe bid 
+ failed in theſe ,0r faltred in this, ſhould then bave joyned with ther to bate her , as T dv theew' 20 
_ : But her Tears and Oiths have cleared ber —_— aud in _ thy — In 
regard, relying upon her own merits , and thy 'pro milneſi, getting, an 
things paſt , I now return her thee by thy ſervam 4 aha bopmg that if thou wilt nut affe = 
 &5 thy adopted Davghter, yet that thou wilt render ber as thy obedient mt”; x —_ ' 
Grattana's 
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Gratiana's hopes , and his Fathers credulity of Le Vafſlay's future aff. tion towards her, 
az alſo. her gifts and promiſcs, ſo farr prevail with them , as ſhe js. now returned to her , from ' 
Nogert to-Mans: But | fear ſhe haddone farr better to have Rtill;repwained with her Father ; for 
ſh: might confider yjand he know, what little ſafety, and apparenr danger there is ro rely upon 
the favour of an incen(cd jealouſi:, La V aſſelay (in all ourward ſhew ) receives and welcomeg 
Gratiane with many expreſſions of love, and demonſtrations of joy, thcreby to pleaſe her Hufe 
| band 3 who indeed likes fo well of her return, | as he likes bis wife the better for procuring ir. 
And now to the eye of the'world , and according to humane conceit and ſenſe , all chree par. 
ties are reconciled and fatisficd, as if Le V aſſlay's jealouſic had never herctofore offended her 
H-uaband , nor her cruelty wronged Gratiana ; or as if he had never knowwthe one nor {hz felt 
the other. But we ſhall not go fare to ſec this calm orctaken with a tempeft, and this Sun 
(bin: ſurpriſed with a diſmall and diſaſtrous ſhower. | 
For three moneths were not fully cxpiccd, fince Gratiana's return to Mans , but Le V afſe 
Lazes old jcaloufic of her, .and her Husband De Merſon , which ſeemed to be ſupprefi:d and 
extioguiſh:d, dothinow flaſh and flame forth a new with more violence and imperuofity ; yea, 
he cannot look on Gretiane, much leſs ſ{peak to her , but preſently this 01d jealous Beldame in 
her heart and thoughts - proclaimes them guilty of Adultery 5 whereat ſhe indiſcreetly ſuffers 
her ſelf ro be fo farr.cranſported with Judignetion and Envy, as ſhe vows ſhe will nol tos 
lerae or digeſt it... And now ir is that like a fury of hell ſhe firſt affitmes damnable and ex> 
crable reſolutions ,. not only againſt the Innocency, bur againſt the life of innocent and harm 
leſs Gratiana; who poor ſoul is thenearcr her danger , in reſpe& ſk: holds hee ſelf fartheſt from 
it 5 yea, thisjcalousold Hag, this Fury, nay, this ſhe Devill LaV afſelay , hath not only conſul 
ted , buedetermined and concluded with her bloody thoughts, that ſhe will ſpeedily ſend 
Gretians into another wor!d; becauſe her youth ſhall no longer abuſe and wrong her age in this, 
When forgetting her ſelf , her ſoul, and her God, thereby purpoſely to pleaſe her ſenſes , her 
. jeavluſic , and her Tutor the Devill,;iſhe vows, that no reſpeR of Reaſon or Religion ,no ca 
Aideration of Heaven or Hell , ſhall be le to divert her ——_ her and at 
if ſhe not only rejoyced, but glorified in this her pernicious and bl defign, ſhe thinks cvery 
houra year before ſhe hath perforined it 3. To which'end, providing her ſelf of firong poyſon, 
and watching, and catching at the very firſt opportunity, as ſoon as ever Gratiana found her ſell 
- not wel, ſhe under a.colour of much affe&tion and care to her , makes her ſome white- 
wherein infuling and intermixing the aforeſaid poyſon, ſhe (gracelc{ly and cruelly) gives it her, 
the which wichin-fxx daics,fairiting and languiſhing, makes a perpetuall divorce ation 
ixcher ſoul and;her body, leaving this to deſcend to earth, and that to aſcend to Heaven, 
to draw down vengeance to this helliſh andicxecrable La Veſſelay , for ſo inhumanly and cruel 
_ murthering this her harmelcſs and innocent waiting-Gentlewoman Gretians. Ss ME. 
. De Mer ſon mpabencieg of Gretiang's death, almoſt as ſoon as of her fickneſs, he very ſor 
. rowlully birex the lip thercat; for conſidering this accident in its true nature, his thoughy 
Gaggeft him , ang bis heart and foul prongs bim, that his wife La Vafſe{oy- had undoubtedly 
occafioned her death , and (6 —_— ed her jcaloufic into murther 3 yea, and notwith- 
ſtanding the fair ang forrowfull ſhew which ſhe puts thereon to the contrary, yet the premiſa 
con » he is very confident in this his belicfand fear 3 when page the cruelty of this 
hs pm abhorring the amor of ſo monſtrous and' bloody a fa&t,the very-Gght af this bi 
_ eldavretched wife is odious , andthe remembrance of this her cruell crime, deteſtable 
. erqble unto bim. Again, when he confidercth Giratiane's beauty and chaſtity , at ſte 
was fenic to her untimely Grave for his ſake, this doth not only redouble his ſorrows, but” irib- 
nitly _ and increaſe his affliftions, ſo that beginning to fear his wives envy, as muchas 
he hated her jealoufic ,_ inthatic was not only poſſible, 'but likely, that it might alſo futureh 
extend and refl-& on him , as it alrcady had on harmleſsand innocent Gratiane , he affuma 
_ a reſolution to leave and forſake ber. , the which ſhe (hall hortly ſec him put in cx:cur 
the, better to curb and vex her,, he ſecretly packs up all her Bills, Bonds,Leaſes, and 
: .ce& a8 alſo, all her Money, Platc,, Teh , and richeſt Houſholdftuff ;. and fo giving«guti 
; prohibicion to all the Tenants, not, t9 dare ro pay her any Rent ,, be allowing her onlya 
mgiatenance , yery ſuddcnly (when ſhe leaſt expetcd or dreame therof ) takes horſe and 
; homegohis Fathers, where he rcſolyes to make the greateRt part of his refidence 3 and all the 
A .and prayers of his wiſe, are not ohgoner toreclajm or retain him. 0p. 
ow eel ecng the unkindaefs. of ber Huxband De Merſon , in making her a Widdaw, 
almoſt as toon as a. Wiſe 3 as alſo his ingratitude, in depriving her of the uſe and fruit 
ompl; her own-Eftate and means , and lcaving her fo pcor an allowance as could ſcarce 
2 {% bl warrant 
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ſcarce warrant hcr a competent maintenance , ſhe is almoſt ready to die tor meer grict and ſor- 
row thereof, but how to remedy it ſhe knows not 3 An now ſhe repents her folly and indif+ - 
cretion, in matching her agzd ſelf ro ſo younga man as De Merſon ; now ſhe dothnot only ac» 
cuſc, but condemn her pon, xr wr which drew her to this foul fa of murthering her harm 
leſs, and as ſhe now believes her innocent Wayting- maid Gratiana; for which , this ingrate- 
fu rture, and hard uſage of her Huaband, is but the leaft, and as ſhe rearms it , but the 
forerunner of greater puniſhments, which God bath ordained and reſerved for her yea, it is 
not only a gricfto her thoughts, but a vexazion to her heart and ſoul , to ſee her ſelf made the 
mocking-ſtock and laughter of all Mans and Adaize , who: rather excuſe he Husbands youth, 
than any way pitty or commiſerate her age 3 and to ſce that the friends of her proſperity curn 
their backs and faces to her , in her affliction and poverty ; and if ſhe have any hope yer left, to 
aſſiſt and comfort her io theſe her calamitics, it is by endeavouring to reconeile and reclame 
her Husband to her p—_ 3 when taking pen and paper, ſhewithin a month of his depat- 
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ture ſends him theſe lin : 
LA VASSELAY to DE MERSON. 


} « 


Ince at thy requeſt I both recanted my ]-alouſie to thy ſelf, arid repented my cruelty to my maid 
Cd have T committed or done, that ſhould deſerve this thy ingratefull, and as I may 
truly ſay, Heart-killing departure ? for having made a moſt exa&t Scrutiny in my thoughts and ſoul, 
* either of them inform me, and both aſſure me, that the freeneſs and fervency of my affettion, towards 
thee, deſerved not ſo cruell but a farr more courteous requitall. If my Age be any way diſpleaſing to 
thy youth , yet deprive me not of the felicity of thy fight and preſence, wherein I not only delight , but 
glory. And although I canbe content that thou ſur feit with my wealth, yet make me not ſo miſerableg 
#5 10 ftarve both in and for thy preſence. If any have given thee any ſinifter or falſe impreſſions,ether 
of my ſelf or ations z why if thy affeQion ro me will aot deface them , at leaſt tet thy pity : Tea, re- 
$urn my ſweet and dear Huaband, and what errors or faults ſoever thou ſaieſt Thave commined , I 
will not only redeem them with kiſſes, but with tears. 

| LA VASSELAY. 


; De Merſon having received this his wives Letter, it works ſuch poor effefts in his affeftion 
® he doth rather rejoyce than commiſerat her cftate and forrows ; yea, he fo {leighte her , and 
her remembrance, as once ke hadthought to have anſwered her Letter with filence 3 bur ac taff 
he (ſome cight daics aftcr) returns ker this anſwer. 


DE MERSON to LA V ASSELAY. 


VV at bope can I have of thy Aﬀe&ion , when I ſee thou ert inviolably conftant to w; 3h 
louſie? 2nd if the Scrutiny of thy thoughts and ſoul be as true as thou pretendeſt, yit I fear 
that this Fealouſie of thine, is not the greateſt, b#t the leaſt of thy crimes. Thou writeft to mee, that 
I give « cruell requitall to thy affeftion , but pray God , thou bave not # more and in- 
bumane ore to Gratiana's ervice and Chafticy. Neither is it thy A thy In i and 
Vicer, which are both diſpleaſing and odious to my youth ; for I could ; dr that with as much pati- 
ence, 4; I candigeſt theſe with impoſibilities. If thou wamiſt means, I will grant thee more 3, but 
for my preſence , 1 have manygeaſons to deny thee, 1 none but thy ſelf , which hath given nite 
' any impreſſions of thy ations ; and if thoſe were falſe, they would prove thy true happineſs , as how 
they do thy miſery , which, my affeftion doth pity though cannot redreſs it. It is but in vain for thety 
either to expett or bope for my return; and ſith thy faults and errors art beſt known to thy ſelf, lat thy 
repentance redeem them towards God z for neither thy kiſſes nor tears, can or ſhall to me. 


DE MERSON. 


This Letter of De Mer/on to his wife Le V afſelay, is ſo farr from comforting, asit doth e#- 
treamly afflit her; And although his difcontenes be fuch as ſhe ſees it almoſt impoſſible to re« 
concile and reclaim him; yet being cxccedingly _—_ and gricved wich this her ſolitary 
and difconted life, ſhe yet hopes, tha a ſecond obtain that of him, which her f 
could not ; when fix moneths time being now lipt away his departure , ſhe feigning her 
felf fick, writes unto him again to this effeRt. ate A 


I —_——_—_ 


— —  — 
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LA VAS SELAY co DE MERSON. 


Hy abſence hath ſo deprived my joyes , and ingendred my ſorrows , that ſickneſs threatens my 

life to be neer her period; $0 among a world of diſcontentments, let m+ yet bear this one Content 
to my grave y that I may once more ſee thee, whom ſo tenderly T both deſire , and lung to ſee; andif] 
cannot be ſo happy as tolite , at the leaſt make me ſo fortunate, as todie in thine Armes 3 which] 
know not not whether it be a greater Charity for thee to grant , or a cruelty to deny mce this requeſt of 
mine 3 For my dear D: Merſon, if thou wilt zot be pleaſed to be wy Hushand , yet be not «offended 
to remember that I am thy wife ; and withall that as I defire thy return, ſo that I have not deſer. 
ved thy departure ; But if thou wilt jtill be inexorable to wy requeſts, theſe Lixes of mine , which 1 
writ thee, rather with Tears than Ink,, (hall bear witneſs betwrxt thy ſelf and me, of my Kindneſs, 
of thy Cruelty, and bow my Life ſought tky AﬀeQion, though my Death could neither find, nor obtain 


it. 
LA VASSELAY. 


D# Merſon reads this Letter with laughter y yea, he is ſo inſcnſible ofher Lines , R:queſts 
and Tcars, as if another had ſent him news of her dearb, as ſh: her {elf did of her fckneſs, ir 
had been farr more pleating, and becter welcome ro him. butthinking how to gall her ro the 
quick, tothe end he adtmaſberd ſave her labour to write him any more Letters, and bims 
{clf to receive and peruſe them, he returnes her this ſharpand bitrer anſw-re 


DE MERSON toLA VASS ELAY. 


 þ is thy Errour, not my Abſence, which hath exchanged thy Foyes into Sorrows ; an if thy life draw 
acer her period,they cannot be farr from theirs. My ſight is a poor content for thee to bear to thy 
greve, fith as a Chriſtian, thou ſhouldeſt delight to ſee none but thy Saviour, nor be Ambitious to live 
in any armes but his; and if thou hold not this to be Charity, I know others cannot repute it Cruelty, 
That I am thy Huſband I pgrant, and that thou art my Witc I not deny : but yet I fear thy heart knows 
though thy Pen affirmes the contrary , that I have farr more reaſon for my departure , than thouts 
deſire my return, And if thon wilt yet know more , if the Ink, wherewith thou-writeſt thy Lenter be 
Tears , pray God thou d:djt not bedew Gratiana*s Winding-ſheet and Coffiu , both with her tears 
and blood; for badjt thou not been cruelly, yea, inhumane to her, I would never have been unkind to 
thae, And to conclude , live as happy, as I fear ker death will make thee die miſerable, 
DE MERSON. 


The receie and peruſall of this Letter, doth not only grieve, but afflift and torment La Vaſe 
ſelay z for the remembrance of De Merſon his ſuſpition and apprehcnfivn that ſhe had a hand In 
the death of Gratiane, doth , as it were, pierce.hcr heard , as well wich fear as ſorrow z For 
as her poverty lay betore at his mercy, fo now ſhe knows doth her life 3 and that (1th he will 
not Ioveher , he may chance ſo maligne and bate her g as to reveal it. Whercupon, to ſecure 
her ſelf, and to wartant the ſaſcty of herlifc, ſhe ſoon exchangeth her love into hatred , and 
her affcQion and jealoufic cnvie towards him; yea her enraged and incenſed tboughty 
ingender and imprint ſuch bloody defignes of revenge in her heart, as abandoning the fear and 

c of God, ſhe impiouſly concludes a march with the D:vill, gp diſpatch and murther him 


and from which bloody and damnable defign y no regard of God or her ſoul , nor reſpe&t of 


Heaven or Hell, can, or ſhall divert her; when overpaſſing a ſmall parcell of time, wherein ſhe 
ruminated and pondered , how he ſhould ſend him from this life to another ; ar Jaſt her ma- 
licious curiofiry makes her thoughts fall on Le V allette, being his Gentleman, who (till tollow- 
ed him, as holding him a fic Agenc to attempt , andinſtrument to fiuiſh this bloody buſineſs, 
which ſo much importcd her content and ſafety , grounding her reaſons upon the greatneſs of 
hisheartand mind, and the weakneſs of his Purſe and means; as if poverty were a ſufficient 
cauſe and privilege to commit ſo treacherous and bloody a faft ; When knowing him xo be 
then in Mans, receiving up his Mafters Rents, ſhe ſends for him 3 to whom (the door bolted) 
ſh: tells him ſbeis to requeſt his ſecrecy in a buſineſs which infinitly tends to his good. He pro- 
miſeth ic her; but ſhe will have him ſwear thereunto , which he doth 3 when with fighs and 
tears _— a bitter inveQtive., and recapitulation of her Husband , his Maſters undeſerved in- 
digniry and cruetly towards her ; ſhe then and there, makes a propofiticn to him, to murther 
him for her; and that ſh: will give hima thouſand Crowns to «:& it. LaValette _ 
the greatneſs ofthe danger in that of the crime , ſeems not only diſcontcnted , but _ 
cereal 
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hereat 3 for alchough he love Gold well, yer he will noe purchaſe it at ſo dear a rate, and baſe 
and damnablc a price as that of his Maſters blood ; when ſeeing ſhe could nor prevail , ſhe a« 
gain puts bim in mind of his oath to ſecrecy 3 which he again vows never to infringe or violate; 
and withall, like a good ſervant, ſeeks to difſwade and divert her from ſuch bloody th 
and attempts. Had Le Vullette remained in the purity and candeur of this his Religious and 
Chriftian Reſolution , not to imbrue or diſtain his hands in the innocent blood of his Ma- 
fler , it would have made him as happy, as we ſhall ſhortly ſee him miſerable in attempring and 
executing the contrary 3 for as a propenſion and reſolution to Vertue, breedsnor only Hoxour, 
bu ſafety 3 ſo the contrary effefts thereot produce not only ſhame, but miſery. To foreſee fin, 
is a pious wiſdom 3 but to prevent and eſchew it , is alwaycs a moft wiſe and bleſſed picty. 
- And whercas tzme (hould cather decreaſe than increaſe , and rather root out, than plant Ma- 
lice in our thoughts , and Envy in our reſolutions; yet direGtly contrary, that of Lz V aſſelay 
to her Husband De Merſon, doth not dic, bur live, will not fade , bur flouriſh 3 for a month or 
two more being run out end expired, and-Le V illette again in Mans , her malice unto her Huſ- 
band is ſo invcterate and implacable, as (he again (ends for him to her houſe, where ( in great 
ſecrecie and intended affcQion) the tels him, that if he will murther his Maſter, ſhe within fix 
moneths will marry him in r:quicall, and not only live his faichfull wife , but dic his obedi- 
ent and conſtant hand=maid, Now, although ker firft profer of a thonſand crowns could not 
ocure of La Villette, theſe her ſugred ſpeeches , which (bh: intermixerh with kiſſes, and the 
confideration of ſo many thouſands, which her cftate not only promiſerh, but affureth, doth; 
ſo as forgetting his former vertue, to rem:mber his fucure vice, he (like a damnable villain ) 
ſwears to her to cffc& it; which wretched Verball contratt , they interchangeably ſeal with 
Oathes and kiſſes, which (it they had any fear ot God, or care of their falvations-) they 
ſhould have dereſted with horrour , and abhorred with dere(tarton. Neicher will his malice (or 
the D:vill the Author thereof) give him leave to protradt or deferr it : for having reſolved to 
murther him as he ridcs abroad; his Mafter on a time being invited to a generall hunting,by the 
Barou of Saint Suſanua {Son and heir ro Monuficur de Vareunes ut his faid Town of Suſanne, 
as he came riding homewards towards his Fathers houſe of Mantrelle , he inthe midft of a great 
Wood, near unto. the ſmall village of Saint Georges, riding behind his Maſter, diſchargech his 
Piftoll, loden wich a brace of bullers, chorow his reynes, which makes him inftantly fall off 
dead from his horſc to the ground. When this helliſh ſervant Le Villette, ſecing' his Maſter 
devoyd of breath , and groveling and welcring in his blood, he having a&cd the part of a fin- 
full D-vill , incommicting this crucll murther, now reſolves to 2fſume and repreſent that of a 
ſabcill Hypocrice in concealing it 3 when derermining to report that they wete both afſaulted, 
and his Maſter {lin by thieves, he to make all his aftions conduce and look that way,chargeth 
his Piſtoll again wich another brace of Bullets , and ſhoots thorow his own hat, gives himfelfa 
cut ore his left hand, and then breaks his Rapier , takes his own Piſtoll, and his Maſters Ra- 
pier, and chrows it into a Pond cloſe adjoyning ; takes likewife his Maſters Purſe and Watch 
out of his packet , and hides ir ſecrerly 3 and then the more cunningly and knaviſhly ro 
blear and deceive the eyes of the World, thereby to make this his hypocritie paſsthe currenter, 
he having purpoſely provided himſelf of two ſmall cords z wich the one be binds both his 
own feet, and with the other (by apretty flight ) (lips therein his armes behind his back, and 
then (erting bimſclf againſt a Tree, he very pititully weeps, groans, and crics out upon the 
thieves $d murcherers of his Maſter De Merſox; when theee Gentlemen of Brictain, travelling 
that way towards Paris , repair to his affiftance, whom they find out by his cries ; to whom he 
relates , that five thieves had affaulted his Maſter and himfclf, that fought in the defence as 
long as his Sword held ; that his Maſtcr was killed with a Piftoll, then robbed, ard himſelf 
ſhot thorow, and wounded, and bound as they ſaw. - When theſe three Britiſh Gentlemen, 
gricving at this mournfull accident , and bloody ſpeftacle, :they inſtantly cur the cords where- 
with he was bound , and fo having conveyed the dead Corps to the next Cortage , they run 
up and down the Wood to find our theſe thieves and murtherers, bur in vaine: ſo Le Villette 
having thanked theſe Gentlemen for their affe&ion and charity rowards his dead Maſter, and 
living ſelf, Hz wich a wonderfull exteriour ſh:w of ſorrow , takes care for the ſpeedy and de- 
cent tranſporting home of his breathleſs Maſter to Manfrel/e 3 where his all Father re- 
ceives and buries him with infinice grief, Jamencation and rears. | 
| Iathemean time, this murtherous Le Villette gives privatinteligence thereof to the bloo= 
dy LaV aſſeley, who alchough ſk: inwardly receives chis news with extream content and joy , 
tO ſec her ſelf freed of fo unkind and ingratefull a Hu-band z yet publikely to the eye of the 
World (thereby che better tod:lude and deceive the World) ſhe contrariwiſe takes on blacks, 
ſeming ro bz exceedingly mournfull , penfive and forrowfull thereat 3 but God will —_— 
Ver 
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diſcover the falſhood ot theſe her tears, and in the triumphs of his revenge, pull off the mark of 
this her difſembling and treacherous Hypocrifie : For as Mans, Laval, Angiers , andall the ads 
jacent Towns and Countries gricve at this lamentable Murther of De Merſon : ſo they as much 
admire and wond-r to ſec his old widow La Veſielay ſo ſhortly married 'and eſpouſed to hig 
Gentleman La Villette, whoſe Nuptials arc celebrated and conſummated far within the term of 
ſix months after. For the curious wits of theſe Cities and Countries, confidering what a pre. 

crous courſe & reſolution this was for her to marry her Husbands man, and withall ſo ſoon 
as alſo that there was none other preſent but himſelf, when his maſter De Merſor was murther. 
cd, it is umbragions , and leaves a fearand ting of ſuſpition in their heads,that there was more 
in the wind than was yet known, and therefore knowing no more, they defer the deteRion 
thereof to the providence and pleaſure of God, who beft, yea, who only knows in heaven how 
to condu and manage the ations here below on carth : and now indecd the very time is come, 
that the Lord will no longer permic theſe their crucl and bloody Murthers to be concealed, 
but will bring them forth to receive condign puniſhment 3 and for want of other evidence and 
witneſſes, they themſelves ſhall be wirnefſes againſt themſelves. And although La Vaſſ/ayes 
poy ſoning of Gratiana,and La Villettes piſtolling of his Maſter De Merſon, were cunningly con- 
rrived, and ſecretly perperrated 3 yet we ſhall ſee the laſt of theſe bloody murtherr, occalion the 
diſcovery and dete&ion of the firſt, and both of them moſt ſeverely and ſharply puniſhed for 
theſe their bloody crimes and horrible offences. The manner is thus : 

Thcle twocxccrable wrerches, La Villetre and La V aſſelay have not live marricd above ſome 
ſeven or cight moneths, but he being deeply in Law with Mounſieur De Manfrelle, bis Predecef 
fors Father for the detention of ſome lands and writings, he takes an occaſion to ride home to 
his houſe of Manfrelle to him, to conferre of the differences, and by the way falls into the 
company of ſome Merchants of Laval and Vittry, who were returning from the Fair of Char. 
tres 3 when riding togetber for the ſpace of almoſt a whole dayes journey, the ſecret providence 
and ſacred pleaſure of God had fo ordained, that Le Villette's horſe who bore him quictly and 
ſafely before, on a Sunday , firſt gocs backwards, in deſpight of his ſpur or ſwich, and then 
Randi an end on his two hind lege, falls quite back wich him, and almoſt breaks the bulk and 
woaket his body 3 'when having hardly the power to ſpeak , his breath failing him, and bee 
ſceing no way but death for him, and the hideous image thereof apparently before his cycr,the 
Spiric of God doth fo operate with his ſinful ſoul, as he there contefſeth how his wicked wite 
Le V aſſelay, had cauſed him to murther his Mafter De Merſor, whom he ſhoe to death with his 
Piſtol ; rhat ſhe firſt ſeduced him with a thouſand Crowns to perform it, which he refuſed z buy 
then her conſent to marry him , made him not only attempt, but finiſh that bloody bufineſſe, 
whereof now from his very heart and ſoul he repented himſelf, and beſecched the Lord to 
forgive it him. 

But here,before the Readers curiofity carry him further, let megin the Name and fear of God, 
both requeſt and conjure him, to ſtand amazed , and wonder with me at his ſacred providence, 
and inſcrutable wiſdom & judgment which moſt miraculouſly concurs & ſhines in this accident, 
and eſpecially in three efſcntial and moſt apparent circumftances thereof. For, it was onthe very 
ſame Horſc,the ſame day twelve month, & in the very ſame wood & place,where this execrable 
wretch llette formerly murthered his Maſter De Merſon: Famous and notorious circumſtances, 
which deſerve to be obſerved , and remarked by all the children of God, yea, and to be im- 
— and ingraven in their hearrs and memories, thereby to deter us from the like &imes of 

arther, 

Now theſe honeſt Mcrchants of Laval, and Vittry (as much in charity to LaVillette's life , 
as in execration of that confeſſed Murther of his Maſter De Merſon) convey him to an Inne in St. 
Georges, when expcCting every minute, that he would dye in their hands, they ſend away poſt 
to advertiſe the Prefidial Court of Mans hereof (within whoſe Juriſdiftion St. Georges was) 
who ſpeedily commanded La Villette to be —— thicher to them alive or dead : but God 
reſerved him from that natural, to a more infamous death , and made him live til be came 
thither 53 where again he confefſeth this his foul Murther of his Maſter De Merſon, and likewiſe 
accuſerh La V sſſelay to be the ſole inftigator therof,as we have formerly heard and underſtood, 
Whereupon he is no ſooner examin'd, bur this bloody old Hag is likewiſe impriſoned ; who 
with many affevcrations and tears, denycs,and retorts this foul crime from her felt co him. Bug 
her Judges are to0 wiſe to believe the weakneſs and invalidity of this her fooliſh juſtification : 
So whites they arc conſulting on her, De Bremay having notice of all cheſe accidents, bur eſpe- 
cially of La V afſelay's impriſonment, he (fill apprehending and fearing, that ſhe undoubtedl! 


. was thedeath of his Daughter Gratiane ) takes poſt from Nogent to Mens, where he accuſet 
her thereof to the Criminal Judges of the Preſidia! Court 3 who upon this her double accuſati- 
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ongadjudged her to the Rack, when at the very firſt torment thereof, ſhe( at laft preferring the 
life al, before that of her body )confefſerh her ſelf to be the Aﬀtor of her kit crime of 
Marther,and the Author of the ſecond; when, and whereupon the Fudges ( reſembling . them» 
ſclves)in deteſtation, and. for expiation of theſe her foul crimes, c him to be hanged, 
and fhe to be burned alive; which the next day, at the common place of Execution ( near the 
Halls in Mens) is accordingly exccuted , in the preſence, and to the content iof a world of. 
pcople of that City, who asmuch abhor the enormity of theſe their bloody crimes, as they re» 
Joyce and glorific God, for this their (not ſoſevere, as deſerved)puni . 

As for Le" Villette, he (like an impious Chriſtian ) aid lictle elſe , bur'that which he had 
formerly ſpoken and delivered in the wood , atthe receiving of his fall; only he ſaid, That he 
had well hoped, that his great wealth which he had with LaV affeley, would have ſheltred 2nd 
preſerved him from this infamous deathyfor murthering her Huzband, and his Maſter, De Mfer- 


on. | I ork 
ſe Br aa ©! (ets yen Sogn A and _ hed old "_— A On ent eo 
c at Gratiana's though not to lament or pity that ofher De Merſont x. 
ary alchough ſhe-ſcemed to blame her jealoutie cowards her ; yet her age was ſo wcatty 
inſtcufted in piety , as ſht could not find in her heart, cither to make an Apology, or any way 
to ſeem repentant for her inhumane cruclty towards him : For as ſhe demanded pardon of De 
Bremay for poiſoning his Dagen , {oſh: ſpake not a word tending that way , to elle 
for caufing his Son to be Piftol'ds only in particular termes, ſhe requeſted to forgive the 
vanity of her youth; and in generall ones , the world to forget the offences and crimes of her 
age : And fo conjuring all old Widdows and Wives, to beware by her mournfull and execrable 
example ; her flamesand prayers made explation for the offence of her body , and her foul 
mounted and fled to Heawen, to crave remiſſion and pardon of God, who was the only Creator 
of the one , and Redeemer of the other. : 
And ſuch were the deplorable, yet deſervell ends ofthis bloody, and wretched couple; Le 
Va foley and Le Vellette, for ſb cruelly m harmleſs Gretiane,and innocent De Mer ſon; 
and thus did Godsall-ſecing, and ſacred Juſtice, juſtly triumph ore theſe their crying and exc= 
crable crimes. O that their examples may engender and propagate our reformation; and that 


the reading of this their lamentable Hiſtory, may teach us, not how to meditate thereony 
but alſo how to amend thereby. Ah Sa F# 4 
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HISTORY XIV. 


Fidelia and Czleftina cauſe Carpi and Monteleon , with their two Lacquies, Lorenzo and Ant 
mo, to murther their Father , Captain Benevente, which they perform. Montelcon, and his Lac 
quig Anſelmo are drowned; Fidelia bangs her ſelf; Lorenzo is hanged for a robbery, and on th 
Gallowes confeſſeth the murtbering of B:nevente; Carpi hath bis right band , then bis head cut 
off. Czlcſtina is bebeaded, and ber body barnt. 
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Ur beſt parts being our Vertnes, and our chief and ſoveraign Vertue, the purity and ſar 
Otis of our ſelves , how can we negleGt thoſe, or not regard this, except we reſolye to ſee 
our ſclyes miſcrable in this life, and our ſouls wretched in that to come ; and as Charity is the 
cyment of our other verrues, ſo Envie( her oppoſite) is the ſubverſion of this our charity; from 
whence flowes rage, revenge, and many times murther , (ker frequent (and almofther inſepe 
rable companions ; ) bur of all degrees of malice and envic., can there be any fo inhumane and 
diabolicall, as for rwo graccleſs Daughters to plot the death of their own Father 5 and to {e 
duce and obtain their two Lovers to at and perform it ? whereof in this enſuing Hiftory , we 
ſhall ſec a moſt barbarous and bloody prefident, as alſo their condign puniſhments afflidd 
on them for the (ame. In the reading whereof , O that we may have the grace by the fightof 
theſe their fearfull crimes and puniſhments, to reform and prevent our own, t hat we may look 
on their cruelty with charity, on their rage with reaſon, on their errors with compaſſion , on 
their deſperation with pity, and on their inhumanity with picty z that the. meditation and 
contemplation thereof, may terrific our choler ; quench, both the fire of our luſt, and the flama 
of oar revenge : ſo ſhall our faith' be fortificd, our paſſions reformed , our affeions purified, 

and our aftions cternally both blefſ:d and ſanfificd : ro which end, I have written and di- 
vulged it. So Chriftian Reader, if thou make this thy end in peruting it, thou wile then not 
fail co receive comfort thereby ; and therefore fail not to give God the Glory. 

Mar) 


H "Qt XIV. Benevente and his rwo bloody daughters. 


Many years ſince the Dake of Oſſune (under the command of Spain was mad: Viceroy of 
the noble Kingdom of Naples, the which he governed with much repuration and honour, al- 
though his forrunes or attions (how juſtly or unjuſtly I know notJhave fince ſuffered and re» 
ceived an Eclipſe. In the City of Otranto, within the Province of Apulia, there dwelt an anci» 
ent rich and -— Gentleman (nobly deicended } termed Canes Bexevente , who by his 
deccaſed Lady Sophia Elianora(Nicce to the Dake of Piowbino ) had left bim two Daughters, 
and a Son, he termed Seignior Kichardo Alcaſero, they two, the Ladics Fidelie and Celeſtina, 
names indeed, which they will no way deſerve 3 but from whom they will ſolely diflent and 
derogatc,through their helliſh vices, and inhumane diſpoficions to blood and murther. We 
may grace our names, but our names cannot grace us, Alcaſero lives not at home with his Fa- 
ther, but for che molt part at Naples, as a chicf Gentleman retaining to the Viceroy , where he 
profiteth ſo well in riding andrilting, ( a noble vertue and cx:rciſe (beyond all other Italians) 
naturall and hereditary to the Neapolitans) that he purchaſed the name of a bold and brave 
Cavalier; but for Fidelia and Celeftina, the clocks ot their youth having ftrack twenty , and 
eighteen, the Captain their Father, (thinking irdangerous to have Ladies of their year and 
deſcent far from him) keeps them at home , that his care might provide them good Husbands, 
and his eye prevent them from matching with others. It is as great a bleſſing in children to 
have loving Parents, as for,them to have obedient children, and had their obedience anſwe» 
red his aff:Rion , and their duty his providence , we hadnot fſcen the Theatre of this their Hi- 
ſtory ſo beſprinkled! and gored with ſuch great effuſion of blood. 

his Captain Benevente their Father (for his blood , wealih and generoſity ) was beloved 
and honoured of all the Nobility of Apulia, and for his many ſervices, both by Sea and Land, 
was held in ſo great eſteem in Otranto, that his houſe was an Academy, where all the Gallans, 
both of City and Country reſorted to back great Horſes, to run at the Ring ; and to praftiſe 
other ſuch Courtly and Martiall Exerciſes , whereunto this old Captain, as well ia bis age, 
az youth, was exceedingly addifted : ſo as the beauty,of his two Daughters, Fidelia and Celts 
ftina, could not be long, cither unſeen, or unadmircd ; for they grew ſo perfe&tly fair, of ſo 
ſweet complexions , and proper ſtatures, that they were juſtly reputed and held to be the Pa+ 
ragons of Beauty,not only of Apulia, but of Italy ; ſo as beauty being the Gold and Diamonds 
of N ature, this of theirs ( fo [weet in its influence, and fo excellent and delicious in that ſweet= 
neſs) drewall mens eyes to love them, many mens hearts to adore them z ſo had they been av 
rich in Vertucas in Beauty,they had lived more fortunate , and neither their friends nor e- 
nemics ſhould have lived to have ſeen them die ſo miſerably ; for now that proves their ruinez 
which Might have been their glory, They are both of them ſought in marriage , by many Bas 
rons and Cavaliers, as well at home as abroad, but the Captain their Father will not give earc, 
nor hearken to any, nor once permit that ſuch motion be moved him + They are fo immo- 
deft , as they grieve hereatr, and are ſo extremly forrowful!, to ſee that a few years paſt away, 
makes their Bzauties rather fade than flouriſh; where Vertue graceth not Beauty , as well as 
Beauty Vertue, it is often a prefage and fore-runner of a fortune 2s Fitall,a miſerable. 

But as their thoughts were too impatient and immodeſt , to give way «o ſuch incontinent 
and irregular conceits ; ſo on the other fid2, the Captain their Father,was too ſevere,and withs 
all, roo unkind, Imay fay crucll , to hinder them from Marriage, fich their beauty and age 
had long fince made them both meritorious and capable of it. It was in them immodeſty z in 
him unkindneſs, to propoſeſuch ends to their defires and reſolutions; for as he hath authority 
to exaQt obedience from them , ſo have they likewiſe reaſon ro expe Fatherly aff. tion and 
care from him. But he is more affcf&ed and addifed to his wealth and covetouſheſs, than in- 
clined to regard his Daughters content, and therefore is fully reſolved , not as yet to marry 
them; which is a reſolution better left than imbraced,and infringed than kept of him ; fith ic 
may bring forth eff:&s contrary both eo his hopes and defires. It is commonly dangerous for 
Parents, to content themſelves with their childrens diſcontents; for where Nature 1s croſſed, 
It many times degenerates , and proves unnaturall , as the Caterats of Nilus make it re 
and waſh Egypt with her inundation : But Fidelie and (eleftine, will make triall of one inven« 
tion and concluſion more before they will give way to their diſtaſty'or ſtrike fail to their choler 
or revenge. They ſce their Father is reſolute, and ſevere in nipping their _ and croffing 
their defires of marriage 3 and yet they hope, that alchough they cannot prevail with himz that 
their Brother Alcaſero may z to which end, the ſooner to obtain and crown their defires with 
content, they conſult together, and ſo by a confident friend of theirs , ſend him this Letter to 
Naples. - FIDELIA and CALESTINA to ALCASERO. © 

| E/pairing of our F athers reſolution to "marry us, we have no other refuge or recourſe, but to thy 
{elf pndthy affetion , in requeſtng thee powerfully to ſolicite him herein, that be may not preferte 
- S 2 bis 
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bis Gold before our content, aud conſequently his hopes before our deſpair; neither could our heart; pe 
— perſwade us , either to imploy or acquaint any otker but thy ſelf with theſe our deſires , which 
Modeſty would have ſuppreſſed, but that Truth contradided and oppoſed it 3 for his ſeverity and 
cruelty is ſuch towards ns, that although we are ſought in marriage by divers Cavaliers our Superi. 
ours , yet be will not permit us to be ſer.» "mch leſs to be weddedof any. Foyn then thy power to uy 
wiſhes end prayers , and thy «ffetion to the procuring of our contents, and we then doubt not , but y 
be as happy i a Brother, as otherwiſe we fear we ſhall {ce our _ xn fortunate, yea, miſerable ing 
Father : and as th:u canſt not forget our deſcent and Blood , jo we _m pray and beſeech thee y 
remember , if not our Beauty, our Youth, FID ELIA, CALEST INA,: 


Their Brother receives this Letter ; he is too brave, generous, and courteous, to be unkind tg 
any, eſpecially to young Ladics, and moſt eſp:cially to his Siſters, whoſe content he mak 
and reputes his own. He comes to Otranto, deals cff-Qtually with the Captain his Father herg. 
in, who gives them this anſwer, That he hath provided the Baron of Carpi for Fidelia, and 
the Knight Bartholomeo Montelesn for Celeftiua ; and that within fiftzen daics they are co come 
toOiraxto to ſeethem; which news doth exceedingly rejoyce, firſt himſelf , then his Siſtery 
bu theic joy (ball not laſt long, but be buried as ſoon as born. Witkin the prefixed time, theſe 
two nob'c men come, bat they are hatefall , and not plealing to Fidelia and Celeſting ; for 
the Baron of Carpi is crook-back'd , and ſquint-eycd, and Momteleon is large of one leg. Thek 
Ladies valew their beauty at too bigh a ratc,to beſtow it on ſuch deformed Husbands ; and 
although Ycazs accepted of V ulcer, yet they will have none of theſe, becauſe they deem ng 
hell co chat of a diſcontented bed ; heretofore they wiſhed for Suters, and now they wiſh 
were well rid of theſe, and fo ſacrificing to their own contents , they ſet up this reſolution iy 
theic hearts and ſoules, that they will rather dic Maidens , than live to ſee themſclves wing 
to ſuch Husbands, Their Father receives Carpi and Monteleon courtcouſly, and entertains them 
nobly , according to their rank and merits; he tells his Daughters plainly :, that they (hull 
marry theſe, and none others. Thus the Bark of theſe their refolations ixſurpriſed and bes 
ten wich ewo contrary winds, he will be obeyed of his Daughters, and they will be commanded 
of their Father in all things, but not in this of their Marriage. 

Ic is never good for Parents ,0 force tht aff.tions of their children in their marriages , fih 
it isa buſineſs , which not only lives , but dics with themz but withall, their own wills auf 
neither be their 11w, nor their guide, for their Parents have (or at leaft ſhould have more 
perience and judgment than they, to ſee who are, and who are not fit matches for them: But 
where authority oppoſeth aff-Qion, or aff:Aion reaſon, there ſuch marriages are ſtill uſhered 
on with diſcontepr, and waited and attended on with miſery. Likewiſe, there is a greatreb 
peR and conlideration to be obſerved by Parents ,in the inclinations and natures of their chib 
dren : for ſome will b: perſwaded or reproved with a word, whrreas others will become mon 
head-ftrong and reb:Ilious with menaccs and threats. Had this Captain attempted and pra 
&iſed the firſt , and not the ſecond towards theſe two Ladies his D:ughters , peradventur 
they had never Ieapt4rom reaſon to rage, from obedicnce to contempr, nor from hope to de 
ſpairz yea, I dare preſume to averr with truth and ſafety, that we ſhould have ſeen them all a 
happy, as I now fear we ſill ſee them miſcrable. 

Bur co proceed with their Hiſtory, they arc prefſed by the Captain their Father, and in» 
portuned by the two noble men their Suters, to finiſh and confirm theſe contrafts, Burt Fidelis 
and Celeftine with a truc ſemblance of diſtaſt, and yer a faiſe ſhew of curtefie, give the denial 
to their Facher in particular terms, and to chem in general]. He ſtorms at their diſobediend, 
and they impute this cxcuſe of theirs to modeſty, rather than unkindneſs. They flatter them» 

ſelves with this hope, that ſith they arc fair , they muſt be courtcous , and cannot be cruell ;or 
if the contrary , that the Captain their Father will ſo mannage his Daughters aff-&ions , as al 
things (hall ſort co their defires and expeftations : but they ſhall come too ſhort of their hopes 

are neither reſerved for the Eadics, nor the Ladics for them; but whiles thus they are 
buſic in advancing the proceſs of their affe tions , Fidelie and Celeſtina attempt a contrary en 
terpriſe, for they with tcars and prayers, requeſt their Brother Alcaſers, importunatly to ſoli- 
cite their Facher in their behalf , that he will not enforec themto marry thoſe whom they can» 
not aff. &, much leſs obey ; which likea noble and dcar brother, he performs with much 
zzal and perſwaſions but he cannot fprevail with him, nor bring chem any other anſwer , than 
that they muſt and ſhall marry them,and only them. |. | 

Had this refolution of their Father been more conrteous and lefs rigorous towards his daughe 
ters, this Hiſtory of theirs had not deſerved ſo much pity and compaſſion,nor would have drawn 
fo many ſighs from the hcarers, or tcars from the Readers : for ſeeing their Father cruelly re- 
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FFT io offer v violence to their aff- tions, they begin rohate bimy; becauſe /hewill nor beirer 
fove chem. And here(O here )chey enter into devilliſh niathinarions, atid belliſh conſpiracies 
againft him - for as he plors their diſcontente, ſo do they his'deſteuQion. + Fidelia and Cele- 
Ring {ec their blood, and cauſe one, and therefore fo they pretend ſhall be thei fortuncs ; they 
would reveal their incents' and defignes cath to other z bur the faft js ſo foul and unnaturall; as 
for a whiles chey catnot , bur they need no other Orarory than their own ſullen and diſcon- 
xented 19oks , for cither of them may read a whole L Care of griet and choler in cach others 
eycs, call at length cired wich the importuniry of their Father , and the impatiency of Carpi, 
and Moxteleon, Fidelia as che tnore audacious 6f the rwo , firſt breaks It to her Siſter Celeſting, 
$6 this manner. * That ſb: had cather die, than be compelled co rharry one whem the cannoc 
aft ; chat the Baron of Carpiis not for her', nor ſhe for him ; and that firh her Father is rc» 
ſolace in this match, (although ſh: be his Daughter) the had rather (ce him lid in his Grave, 
Yan her (elf in Carpies bed. There needs rior niany reaſons to perſwide that which we defire: 
| Celeſtine tels her Sifter plainly , rhar ſhe (in all points joyns and concurrs iti opinion 
with her , adding withall, that che ſooner their Father is diſpatched, the betrerz becauſe ſhe 
knows they? - i]l never receive any content on Earth; till he'be in Heaven y, and ſo they con+ 
4 ce he dic. 
ag nt «las, what helliſh and devilliſh Daughters are theſe , to ſcek the death of their Father, 
of whom they have reccived their lives ? who ever read of a Paricide more inhumanely crucl; 
br implouſly bloody ? ſo if ever murther went tinrevenged, this will not for we ſhall ſee the 
Aichors and' ARours thereof moſt ſeverely puniſh:d for the ſame. M:nand women may be 
ſecret in their fins, but God will be juſt in his decrees, and facred in his judgments, Whart a 
religious reſolution had it been in them, to have retyred, and nor advanced in this their dan» 
table acrempet ? bur they are too prophane to have fo rach pity , and roo ourragiotts ro har- 
ken to this religious reaſon 3 yea, they are too impious to hearken ro Grate, and too revenge» 
full and bloody mindcd , to giveear cither to Reaſon, Duty, or Religion. Sonow , like two 
incenſed and implacable furies, they confalt how, and in what manner they may free them« 
ſelves of their Father very me er divets degrees and ſeverall ſorts of murthers, but C 4+ 
litine likes none of them z infome ſhe finds too much' danger , in ochergtoo lircle affurances 
and therefars, as young as ſhe wdreiugvees + aagvy firanpe as ſubcile, and as malicious and 
Uiabollcall as ftrange 3 ſhe informs her, that to. be rid of her Farther, there cannot be a ſecure 
courſe, than to Engage the Baron of Carpi,'and the Knight of Momelcon'to murther him z Fide« 
ha wonders hereat, ſaying, it will be impoſſible for che ro be drawn to perform ic , fith they 
borh know and (cc, . that che Caprain thcit Father loves then ſo well, as will or nill, they muſt 
be their Hnabands, But C#tefting's revengfull plot is furchertetch'd, and more ſpunz 
for ſhe bath nog begun it, to leave it raw and unfiniſhed, bur is ſo confident in her devilliſh in» 
daftry, as (he affirms ſhe will and make it good. "PFidtlia demands bow ? (eleftine an- 
ereth, Thar rhey borth'maſt make a ſeigned"and flattering ſhew , to change their diftaſty and 
w tq aff&Torpi and Momeleon, whom before they coald-nor'; rhar having in this manner 
Atawn them, 'to their lure, when they attempr co urge matriage , they ſhall both agree to ert- 
form them ;, that it is impoſilble for them to obtain ir, whites the Caprain rheir Facher lives,fich 
albeh in odtwatd appearance ic make a fai# ſhew to make them their Hucbands3 yet that he 
tbcars and \ftcnds nothing 1473" for that he hath given then expreſs chatge'and command (at 
any hd) noepo love or affe& them 5 which is the main and ſole cauſe , tharhath'ſs long 
withheld thei from ky oc? demonſtrations of tticie- aff-Rions rowards rliemy and 
this (quoth ſhz} will occation.and  wetaard rags ro artewpt it 3 adding; that by this means 
they may give two ftrokes with ohe ahd ſo not only be rid of ourFartier, bur likewiſc of 
ry thy 3 Dorm Sr peradventure my be apprehendedzand exctured for the fatty and 
for out Find ſecurity ,' we will powerfally conjare'and fear chem to ſecrecy. © 
' Vhi:re tlo/ib/iner chant 
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but cannot remedy. take ti acquaint Carpi ad Jinn! 
Jeon wink. it - Thc paſſions of affeftion than thoſe of Ren 
ſuffer themſclyes to be in and led 


the 
Tony degree ;ecokilbin who loved Joes chem ſo go and nniey 
them ſo courteouſly 3 and it is firange, that both their bumors were ſo firangely vicious a tg 
—_— and [empathize in the attempr of this execrable murther : But what cannot vice pets 
procure of their Lovers ? at leaft if they love Beauty better than Vertue, and 
Pie, than Picty." _, 
Caprain Benevente is many times accuſtomed after dinner to ride to his Vincyard,and now & 
then to Alpiata,a neighbour village, where he is — if not fake in her chad 


og 


, ighe. i for N, Fa 
po vt ing ho 0m ye oy wg be Nail oo one 
orn z ves to hye tow «mM, With in 
np rat 3 murthers were revealed , and himſelf detcfted and accuſed, he would has 
— Opener but he bath not as; yet made his peace and reckons 


—_— Cerpiand his Laquay for Neples, and let us ſee what accident will 
ve we Carpi s us ice W tw 
dily befall Monte It is - ak fr 
ofa Seſibus rants ſcethis poſition v 


y» and having taken pool IE 
twelve miles before his 


je Vile Kngerrl homer wich a ſwift 5 , which bs al 
eleon is conſtrained to take u nr Laquay Fnſc 

* whichhedoth, bar being in the midfi} thereof, the hore ftumbles ,, _ aud falls wi 

; of them under himy which ia done fo ſuddenly , that you had noone EY 
— 49-0 RIA Ng and have neither the od" 
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ind rev:nged. They lay all the Countrey to purchaſe news of their Father, and| ſpecdil 
or adverciſc their Brother Alcaſers hereof ar N, 5who amaz:d bereat, comes nb anare i 
ble ſpeed and expedition; His two Siſters and himſelf wonderfully mourn and lament for 
abſence of their Father, and now five daics paſt and no news of him, they beglinſro 
that he is made a marthered ; and becauſe Fiameuto wad alone wkh 
bim of the fa&, whi - 


is fled, and not to be found 3. bu ſhall ſoon ſez the contrary, and thar as bewas a 
tobim in his 


his life, ſo he was a true 
death. And although Alceſero his Son'uſe all zcal and | 

the news and fight of him. For as ſome neigh» 

Gentlemen (his kinsfolks and friends)ure bunting of a Stagg near Aipire, be} ren 

Caprain 


kill the Stagg, which they per 
to kill t c 

mens bodies, one near the hr, 
Captain Benevente, and his Gentleman'F iamento. Thi 


reſerring che diſcovery of this bloody Time, 
= oof Tithe; Alcaſero cauſeth the dead bodies , firſt of his Facher, 


of ble Facker 3 and for Wit 
ESI, 


Þe 

5 fl ſees her ſelf 

freed , not only of the Ca Knight Mergalran 
her Sauter, whom ſh: could not love : She is ſo impious accleſs ; as ſhe doth ce, but 
will ncicher repent nor pity at theſe actiderms 44 yea; fhrſollaightly and trivially paſſtth over 
the r:-membrance of her Fathers untimely and bloody death , as if murther were no fin, or that 


y 
God.had ordaincd tio punifiutens 4or.it 1 She ears bet mogming attire 3nd'weeds 
ſhew«chan' forrow s er Fab Co aa Bt Oren aa he all any 
ofpletſure in the Air ofher an aphicſous though. 
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CARPIt FIDELIA 
MiTore are \ ſame reaſme-thet ay me ſor not comming to Qtranto, to condole with thee ſor the deat 


, of thy Father, which what they are, none can 'better imagine than thy (elf : whey thy ſorrow; 
are pnerblown , I will come to thee,, in hope to be xs joyfull in thy preſeuce , as thy abſence makes mþ 
miſerable. - Thave given thee ſorrue and ſo reall a proof of my affedion , as thou ſhouldeſt offer "me 
patp able.mjuſtice,.and to thy ſelf extreme injury to doi-bt thereof. For what greater teſtimony Can 
thou futurely expett, thau to belies 1 will ever preferr..thy love before mine own life , if thy conf eng 
anſwer mine, Heaven may , but Eirth cannot croſs our deſires. 1pray ſignifie me bow thy Brothy 
Rand: affeded team affec ion; thy anſwer ſhall have many kiſſes, and 1 will ever both honour and 


bleſy-that baud that writ it. 
ob mY | "' CARPIL 
. The Lacquic comes to'Otraite,and finds our Fideli, to whom(with much carc and ſecrecie 


he delivers is Maſters Letter , and commends, and requeſtcrly ananſwer; Fidekia receives the 
age, and promiſeth the othery bue ſhe js perplexed and troubled infinind. « iHare her thought, 
| make aſtand, and corifult whether the ſhall operrthis Letter or no. - Her-Conſciente bath henry 
$ofore- yeclded corhedeath of her Father 3 and now Religion begins to. work upon. the lifegl 

her Conſcience, which indeed'is that of her Soul. Had ſhe perſevered in-thiv courſe of pie, 
| her repencance, : have'pkaded for her diſobedience , and her contricioriredeemed het 

crime4 bur'ſheiforſakes-the thin" that mighr have ſtecred her tothe Part of happineſs] and 
ſaſcty,, and ſoiflsthe Gayles of her reſolutions with the wind of diſpair, which threaten no le 
than ta ſplic the. Bark of her life on the Rocks of her deftruftion and death. She now beginsto 


hate-com 
oy 


| upon 
River,-Brook or for fear of drowning, Thi 
io fer Religion , and frozen in her Prayers, which ſhould 
rar roger ers) ayeregs the' moſt partare confiiſed 
DI nents 

41 0 | inUname is anſw s as ic: hi 

Fidelia to be Hifparched, the which that night ſhe promiſerh bim 3 and now ing 
finichourſhs breakwbſfC arpys Letrer, andperuſeth it 3* which not only're 
| temembranceviher Fathersdeath 5 wherear ſhe criters into; a {trange, and 
is) wsſheo once had whaeve. thrown his Letters into the fire , and 
after. Now (he is refolytd to write back td Carpi; and then preſeotly ſhe: changeth! het 
reſolucioiand wowrſh>! will anflv4 him with filence;' BurtheDevill js-a4 ſubcill as malic 
us ; and ſbſhecalsfor Pen and/ſhlr,-and: ourofchodreggs of diſcontenty and the gall af de- 

Gpaicy welted and rontene tdaiehdednGinry! trons 329 1.4 11 nfs erfy 3-1 
md onytas Ci ot on - alng yi | ' 
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Atot to marriage, 1 prey pr be bel tron Niuples 5 ts [come to condetr: wit hwe in Ots 

t6': for the beſt comfort that T cart reteive, is; 19 tmyefiblefor me 'to' receive any.' Twlever 

doubttd of thy affeTion , nor will give this any juſt cauſe 'to þ leſs. to jear-wnine. If tois'wil 


not ſuffice, reſt aſſured I bave reſolved, that tithe? my" Grave,or thy ſelf ſhall be my *Huchend. Hey 
my Brothir lands offeed to they i thing difficult fer me to 1iderfhand or hnow,, fink 1 aim hl 
Siſter; not bis Secretary , but in ull iitward 3 T 1bink de neither loves thee for my ſakgun 
my ſelf for thine.” * Live thou as happy, es I fear T ſhall die miſerable (© © « v4) 
>» } v3: Carers) BUY | B5ELS ' &. .f Bs AJ «70 4+ 4 I { 4 
ROMEO 00% OI (0 #1 448124201 vo vs I FIDELIA} {1 
ﬆ1 3 o THY WW Eng, i: 7 141 ' ling har ft won $cnt any NY oy 7 * 
t34%.90 >} mi WE. oa roo at ates wia 


"I's 
t oo —_ F S - . " 
ar '$ +3 x t, » [137 


Hiſt. NIV. Benevente and his two bloody daughtery. 201 


"What a fearfull Letter is this , cicher for Fide/za ro ſend , or Carpi to receive : but her di- 
ſtempered and diftradtcd ſpirits can afford no other 3 and therefore ſhe diſpatcheth away the 
uic wich this. And now (as if her thoughs tranſported her co hell) ſh: cannot be alone, 
for the Devill is full with her ; he appearsco her ina ſhips of an Angell of Light, and pro» 
fers her Mountains of Fealth, and Worlds of Honour, if ſh: will fall down and adore him. To 
rebell againſt God is a fin : bur to perſevere in our rebellion, isnot only a contempt, but a 
treaſon in the higheſt degree againtt God. The beſt of Gods people are commonly tempted; 
but thoſe arc,and prove the worſt, who arc overcome with rempration. Fortuude is a principall 
and ſoveraign vertue in Chriſtians z and if we vanquiſh the D:vill, it is good for us that he aſ- 
fauked us, fith thoſe Viftories(as well ſpirituall as temporall) arc ever moſt glorious and ho- 
nourable , which arc archicved with greateſt danger. Had Fidelia followed the current of this 
counſell , and the ftream of this adviſe , (he had never been ſo weak with God, nor ſo unfaith- 
fall ro her ſelf, as to deſtroy her ſelf : but forſaking God y and conremning prayer , which is 
the true way to the trueſt felicity, what can ſh2 hop: for but deſpair, orexpe& bur deftruftion? 
Her Brother Alcaſero, and many of her kinsfolks, neighbours and tricnds ( with their beſt 2:al, 
and poſſible power) cndeavour to perſwade and comfort her ; they exhort her to read religi- 
ous books, and continually to pray 3 She hearkneth co both theſe counſels , but neither can, 
or will not follow cicher 3 Her (]:eps are but broken flumbers, butdiſtraftcd dreams, and ever 
and anou it ſeems (to the eyes of her mind and body) that the Captain her Father doth ſpeak 
to her, and follow her. In a word, ſhe its weary bath of the world, and of her life ; yea, de- 
fpair, or rather the Dcvill hath reduced her to this cxcream miſery , and miſerable extremity, 
at {hc is ready to kiſs that hand that would kill her , or that Death which would give her 
death 3 She ncver ſecs a knife in the hands of another , bur ſhe wiſheth it in her own heart: 
her Conſcience doth fo terribly accuſe ber, and her thoughts give in ſuch bloody evidence a- 
her conſcience and her ſelf , for occafioning ther Fathers murther , that ſhe reſolves ſhe 
muſt dic, and therefore diſdains tolive. And now comes her Siſter Celeftine toher , to per- 
ſwad: and conferr wich her, but ſhe will prove buta miſerable comtorter. Fidelia ſecs her with 
hatred and detcftation, and when ſhe begins to ſpeak, very perempeorily and mournfully cuts 
off her ſpeeches thus; 4b Sifter , would we had ſlept when we plotted our Fathers deathyfor iy ſeeks 
ing his ruine, we ſhall aſſuredly find out our own: Provide you for your ſafety, for I am paſt bope of 
minez and ſo get you out of my ſight. 1 know not whether the beginging of this her ſpeech fa- 
voured more of Heavey, than the end thereof doth of Hel!: for ſure if we paſs hope , we come . 
too ſhort of ſalvation ; and if weforſake that, his infallibly will forſake us. 

This poor, or rather this miſerable Getlewoman, having alwaycs her murchered Father be- 
fore her eycs,( which incefſancly haunts her as a Ghoſt, and yet ſhe enforced to follow ic as her 
ſhadow) is powerfully allured and provoked by the inftigation of the Devill, in what man» 
ner , or at what rate ſoever, to diſpatch her ſclt, being ſo wretchedly inftrufted in faith and *' 

iety, and ſhe adds and believes, that the end of her lite will provenor only the end of her af- 
HiGions » but the beginning of her joyes, But, Opoor Fidelia, with a thouſand pitics and 
tears , I both pirty and grieve ro ſee thee believe ſo infernall an Advocate : for what joy cither 
will he, or can he give thee ? Why, nothing but bondage for liberty , torments for pleaſures, 
and tortures fordclights ; or ifchou wilc have me ſhew thee whereat his flatcring oratory, or 
ſugred infinuation tendeth, it is only to have thee _ thy body in carth, chat(as a triumph 
and Tropbee to the enlargement of his obſcure Kingdom)he may drag thy body and ſoul co hell 
fire, But Fidelia is as conſtant in her fin, as impious in her reſolution 3 and fo ( all delayes fer 
apart ) ſhe ſceks che means to deſtroy her ſelf > ſhe procures poyſon and takes it , but the cHfc& 
and operation thereof anſwers not her defires, 1 know not whether ſhe be more inpatient ta 
live than willing to die. We never want invention, ſeldom means todoevill; a little pen-knife 
of hers, ſhall ig her conceic pzrform that which poyſon could nor ; ſhe ſeeks ir, and now re» 
members it is with her pair of Knives, in the cher of her beſt gown : (he flics to her Ward= 
robe, and fo to her pocket, but finds not her Knives , only ſhe finds her Naples-filk girdle in 
flead thereof. The Devils inftruments are never far to ſeck; ſh: thinks ragd cam to ftrangle her 
Throat, asto cutit. And here comes her mournfull and deplorable Tragedy , ſhe rerurng 
ſwiftly co her Chamber , bolts the door, and ſo (which I grieve and tremble to relate )) faftens 
it to the teaſter of her Bed, and there hangs her ſelf; and as it is faithfully reported, at thag 
very inſtant, and for the ſpace of an hour, it thundced and lighened fo cruelly , asif Heaven 
Earth were drawing to an end, that nox only the chamber where ſhe hung, bur the whole 
houſe ſhaked thereat. The thunder being paſt, and the skjes cleared, Dinneris ſerved on the 
Table, and Aicaſero and Celeſtine ready to fic, they callfor their Siſter Fidelie, bur ſhe is not to 
be found. One goes to her Chamber, and recurns , that her Key is without fide, and the door 
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bolted within, and yet ſhe anſwers not. They both flic from the Table to her Chamber, ang 
call and knock, but no anſwer. Alcaſero commands his men to break open the door, which 
they do, and there ſees his Sifter Fidelia hanging to the Bed-ftead ſtark dead. They cry our as 
affrighted and amazed at this mournfal and pitifull ſpe&acle,and with all ſpeed take her down; 
but ſhe is breathleſs, though not cold; and they ſee all her face and body , which were wont 
to be as white as Snow , now tobe coal black, and to ſtink infinitly., Theſe are the wofull &< 
fefts , and lamentable fruits both of Deſpair and Murther. O, may Chriſtians of all ranks, 
and of both Sexes, take heed by Fidelia's mournfull and miſerabte example , and withall re. 
member,that murther will ſtill be revenged and puniſhed, eſpecially that which is perpetrated 
by children toward their Parents ; a fin odious both to God and man, fichit not only oppo. 
eth Nature, but Gracez Earthybut Heaven. 

No ſooner(with gricf and mourning ) hath Alcaſers buried this his naturall, yet unnaturall 
Siſter Fidelia, but as his other Sifter Celeftina weeps for her death , ſo ſhe again rejoyceth that 
her Siſter hath no way revealed the great buſineſs , which ſo much concerns her, I mean the 
murther of the Captain her Father. But Time will detc& and revenge both it and her. And 
that we may not ſcem extravagant in the narration and unfolding of this Hiſtory, flie we from 
Otranto to Naples, and leave we the fatall and wofull Tragedy of Fidelia, to ſpeak a. little of 
the Baron of Carpi her Lover, who hath yet a great part to alt upon the Theatre of this Hiſtory. 

He hath no ſooner received Fidelia's Letter by his Lacquie, but he! much wonders and grieves 
at the contents thereof : he ſecs her cold in her affection rowards him , and hot in deſpair to 
herſelf, and thinks , that as it is in her power to rcjoyce him with her affection, ſo it may be 
in his to comfort her with his preſence : but her requeſt and his conſcience inform him, that ir 
is yet too ſoon to leave Naples to ſee Otranto 3 and yet that he may not fail in the complement 
and duty of a Lover , he rcſolvesto viſit her by Letter , though not in perſon, and ſo writes her 


theſe few lines. 
| CARPI toFIDELIA 


V \ thy requeſt not my Liw, I would ſee Fidelia to comfort her, and comfort my ſelf to ſee 

ber : But fith I muſt be ſo unfortunate, as in one Letter to receive two different ſorrows, 
my refuſal , and thy deſpair , what remedy (or Antidote )can I more «p19 adminiſter , than Pati- 
ence to the firſt , and Prayer to the ſecond, If thou weigh matters aright, I have more occaſion of ſor- 
row than thy ſelf, and yet I am ſo far from deſpairing, as I hope Time ax thee conſolation and 
me Content. Endeavour to love thy ſelf, and not to hate me ; ſo ſhalt thou draw felicity out »f affli- 
Hion, and T ſecurity out of danger. T hope thy brother will not follow thy Fathers fleps; his affetiion 
to thee, ſhall be mine to bimſelf. Let thy ſecond Letter give me half ſo much joy, as thy firſt did grief, 
and I ſhall then triumph at my good fortune, as much as I now lament and pitty thine, and in that 


mine One 
CARPL 


He ſends this 'L*tter of his to Otrante, by his Lacquic Fieſco 5 who carricd his firſt z but he 
muſt go into another world if he mean to deliver it ro Fidelie : He comes to Otrants, and re- 
pairs to Captain Benevente's houſe; where as he is walking in the ſecond Court, Alcaſers being 
very _ and penſive ata window, leaning his head on his hand , and deeply and ſeriouſly 
thinking what two fatall diſaſters were befallen bis houſe, as the loſs of his Father and Sifter, he 
by chance eſpics this Lacquie Fieſco; at whoſe fight his heart beats, and his blood very ſudden» 
Iy flafheth up in his face ; he exceedingly wonders hereat, and attributing every cxtraordi- 

motion in himſelf, a ftep or degree to the diſcovery of his Fathers Murther , whereon 
his thoughts were alwaics fixed , and could never be withdrawn ; he ſends a Gentleman of his 
named Plantinus , to enquire whoſe Lacquie it was, and what was his bufineſs. Plantinus de- 
ſcends and examineth him, bur he is cloſe, andwill reveal nothing. He entreats him to enter 
and taſt the Wine, which he doth ; when ingaging,and leaving him inthe Celler, he trips up 
to his Mafter, and acquaints him with his anſwer, adding withall , that ſome fifteen dayes fince 
he ſaw him here before. Alcaſero commands this Lacquie to be brought before him , he ex- 
amines him, bat he will not diſcover himſelf; he threatens him with the whip, and impriſon- 
ment, but he cannot prevail. lt is a vertue in a ſervant to conceal his Maſters ſecrets. Alcaſers 
is angry at his ſilence and fidelity, yet commends him ; he berthinks himſelf of another courſe 
and ſubtilty , as well knowing chat fair words may obtain that whichthreats cannot; he praics 
him to dine with his ſervants,and enjoyneth Plaminus to bring himto him in the Garden after 
dinner , the;which he doth. Alcaſero takes him apart, and tels him , that ſome fifteen daics "- 
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= faw him'berc ; Freſco aufwereth him with filence. Alcaſero finds much perturbation in his 
ng and diftraftion in his looks and ſpeech 3 he thinks this boy can reveal ſomething 
which hee ought to know, and therefore thinks ING him with a filver hook; hee 

' profers him twenty Duckets, and laycs it down before him, to diſcover himſelf and his 


Gold is, but ought not to be a powerful bait to indiſcretion and poverty. Ic is a ſmall poins 
of ſmall wiſdom in Noblemen to commit ſecrets of importance to thoſe who have too much 
folly, and too little judgement to conceal them. The ſight of this Gold doth nor onely dazle 
Fieſco's cyes, but ccliple his fidelity : ſo he holds it no fin cowards God, nor treachery towards 
his Maſter to reveal it 3 but takes it, and informs him that he is the Baron of Carp his Lacquay, 
who ſent him from Ngples thicther , with a Letter from him to the Lady Fideliz, his Sifter. 4l« 
caſers grows pale hereat, and is very curious and haſty to ſee the Letter ; Fieſco delivers it him , 
who ſtepsafide, and reads it z whereon he plucks his hat down his fore-head , and fo making 
three or four paces, reads it ore again. He is perplexed ro know as much as he ſees, and gric- 
ved not to ſec and find as much as he defireth to know, He now confirms his former ſuſpicion of 
Carpi,and believes that he is a chief Ator or Agent in his Fathers Tragedy.Buc he knows ic wiſe 
dom to uſe filence inthe diſcovery of a crime of this nature z and therefore calls Fieſco to him , 
bids him ſtay that night, and to ſpeak with him in the morning before he depart. 

Alcaſero withdraws hia(clf from the Garden to his Cloſer, and there again perufeth this 
Letter of Carp?i's : he finds it full of ſuſpicion and ambiguitics, and perceives ic hath a relation 
toformer Letters ; yea,there is a myſtery in this Letter, the which he muſt unlock and find out ee 
he be ſatisfied ; for alrhough Carp be ſquint-cy'd, yet he fears he hath Jooked too right on his 
Father. H. flies to Fidelia*s Cloſet, Trunk, and Caxker , and finds a former L:tter of Carpi's to 
her , and the coppy of one of hers to him z and the peruſal of theſe two Letters are ſo far from 
G_—_— his ſuſpicion, as it doth augment and increaſe it 3 for now he verily believes that 
Carpi is Siſter Fidel;a have jointly had a great hand ip his Fathers murther. Bur all this 
while he doth not once ſo much as ſuſpe& or imagine that his other Siſter Celeftine hath played 
any part in this Tragedy : but Time is the daughter of Truth, as Truth is that of Heaven. In the 
morn he calls for Fieſco, to whom he gave this farewel ; Tel! the Baron of Carpi thy Maſter, that 
wy Siſter Fidelia is in another world, and not in this , and that ſhortly Freſolve to ſee hins at Naples, 
ond that in the interim I will reſerve his Letter. Fieſco Ucparrs, bur knows he hath ſo highly be- 
trayed and wronged his Maftcrzas he darcs not ſee him,and fo (hews him a fair pair of heels. Such 
Lacquays far better deſerve a halter than a Livery. Carpi wonders at his Lacquays long ftay : In 
which mean time Alcaſero comes to Naples, where he is yet irreſolure, wh to accuſe Carps 
by order and courſe of Law,or to fight with him:but he reſolves to do bothz and that if the Law 
will no: right him for the murther of his Father, his ſword (hall. He gocs to the Criminal Fndges, 
ard with much paſſion 'and ſorrow accuſerh the Baron of Carp: tor murthering of the Cap» 
tain Benevente bl Father ; and forproof hercof, producerh his rwo Letters to his Siſter Fidehas 
and the Copy of one of hers to him. Whereupon the Judges grant power to apprehend {arpiz 
fo he is taken & conſtituted prifoner;% now he hath leiſure to think on the baſcneſs , & foulneſs 
of his fat. But he is ſo far from dejefting himſelf to ſorrow, or addifting himſelf co repetntance, 
as he puts a brazen face on his looks and ſpeeches , and ſo peremptorily intends and reſolves to 

all. Had he had moregrace, orlefs impicty, he would have made better uſe of this his irth= 
onment,$ have ſhewn himſclfat leaft humble, if not ſorrowful for his offence and crime.Bue 

e holds ix wifdom in greateſt dangers to ſhew moſt courage and reſolution, and ſo makes him- 
ſelf fit to grapple and encounter with all accidents and occurrences whatſoever. 

M:n may palliate their fins, but God will find them our 8& diſplay chem in their naked colours. 
Alcaſero is an importunate ſolicitor to the Judges to draw bt on Carpi his arraignment 
But they( reſembling themſelves ) proceed therein modeſtly and gravely:they conſule,& confider 
the three Letters ; chey find conjeRural ſentences enow to accuſe, but no ſolid proof co condemn 
him; they hold,that their opinions ought not to be ſwayed with the wind of every preſumptions 
and that ic is not fit ſo trivially to ſer the life of a man ar ſix and ſeven. Befides, as they approve 
of Alcaſero his aff:ion to his father,ſo they diſlike of his m—_ and vchemency towards 
Ceorpi. __ reſolve to lay the Sword of Fuffice in the ballance of Equity 3 and then ordain, 
I l be rackt, to ſee whether they can draw more light from his than from his 
png endurcs theſe his cortures & torments with w I conſtancy, & (til denies all. Had 

is cauſe been more religious & humane, and not ſo bloody, this fortitude & courage of his had 
been as praiſe-worthy, as now it is odious and cxccrable. The Court by ſentence ( pronounced 


in open Sexet)acquit and clear Carpi of this murthery whereat Alcaſers exceedingly repi nes and 
murmures, | . 
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- with choler, and Alcaſers 


It.is not cnoagh that C arp; hath now eſcaped this danger z for Alcaſero remuins ftift row 
Athit in his conceit , that he is the murtherer of his Facher, and rherefore vows and reſolves ty 
with him : He lets paſs ſome frx weeks time, till he be ſotind'of his limbs , and then r& 
(Ives tb ſend him a-challenge. Had Carpi been innocent, it had been more honourable and 
aifite., that be had challenged Alcaſero, than Alcaſero himz bur his cauſe being .unjoſt, and 
h nfl nhl , he dares not run the hazzard, to be deffrons or ambitious ro fight with 
zfero'; WHICh'Hf hc had —_— » Alcaſero will anticipate and prevent him 3 who maki 
P?#tixts his ſecond , he out of the Aſhcs of his forrow, and the fire of his revenge, fends him 
to Carpi with this Billet of Dchance. | 
Sy *P ALCASERO to CARPI. 


' & Lthough the Litw kave cleared thee for the mntrther of my Father , yet my Conſcience c amy; 

TN and my Rapitr will not. I ſhould be a moyſter of Nature, not ts ſeek revenge for bis death, 
whom Ihave recerved my life. Could I give peace 10 my thoughts , or unthink the canſe of my tiſg. 
fter, I would not ſerkto bereave thee of th life , with the bazard of mine own: But finding this ug 
only difficult, but x wh parden me if I requeſt thee to meet me ſingle, at eight of the clock aftey 4 
per, at the Weſt end of the common V rd where I will attend thee with a couple bf Rapiers , 
choice whereof ſhall be thine, and the refuſall mine z or if thou wilt make uſe of a Second, he ſhall vi 
depart without meeting one to exchange a thruſt or two with him. 

_ | ALCASERO. 


Whiles the Baron of Carp1 is triumphing to fee how he hath bleared the eyes of his Judg 

and fo freed himſelf from the fears and danger of death , bebold, Plantinus findes him our, a 
_ Attivers him Alcaſero his SOIE- He takes "ft, and with a variable countenance reads it 
whereat he finds a relufation and combar, not only in his thoughts, bat his Conſcience , whe 
ther ſhe (hould accepr'or refafe it, His Hoyour bids him do the ficft ; bur his Conſcience will 
him to perform theſecond ; it were better to be born a Clown than a Coward. Befides if tk 
jourd refuſe to light with #!caſero, he apon'the marter makes himfelf guilty of the Captain 
is Fachers death. He knows Ge hath an anjuſt caofe in hand, but he preferrs'his Hoxour befort 
His Life , when ſetCing a good face upon tis refolution, he addreflcch himfetf to Planting, 
thus. As 0-5 V5 W $ | | 
Sir, I preſume you ktiow this buſineſs 3 for 1 rake'you to be Alcaſero*s Second. He hath 
Gee ed Plontin) done me the | eye to-make choice of me, In ſtead of a more worthy, 
| Algvodh the Baronof way 12 ell thy Maſter from mee, That alchoagh 1 have not deſerved 
his malice , yet thatl accept his challenge , and will perform it , only 1 muſt fighe fingle, be 
cauſc 1am ar preſent anprovided of a Second, Plantinus (asfull of Valour as Fidelicy Jpraya 
him, that he may not ſec his hopes and defires fruſtrated , but that he'may enjo pare of the 
Feaſt . But Carpi gives him this anſwer, which he bids him take for bis laſt reſolution 3 That 
He will hazzard bimſelf, but nothisfriend. So Plantinus returns with joy to his- maſter , and 
diſcontent to himſelf ; when, nothing proving of power to quench the fire of theſe two 
'Gentl:mens courage and revenge, they mect at the time and place appointed. Carp fights 
"With paſſion and vehemency z Alceſerowith judgment and diſcretion. Carpi looks red and ry 
ale and gaſtly, not for fear of his cauſe , but for the remembrance of 
his ſorrows 3 and'to conclude and ſhut up this combat in the jflue thereof, Fufice is not now 
pleaſed to ſh:w the cffcCts of her power and influcrice, nor God that of his Juftice, only it isre- 
ſeryed for another time, and for a more ſhamefull manner z ſo Carpi hath thie beſt of the day, 
For he is only hiirt in bis right hand, and ſcarred over both his lips, as if the providence and plea» 
ſure of God had ordained, that that hand which commirted the murther,and that mouth which 
denied Tt, (hould be purpoſely puniſhcd,and no part clſe. As for Alcaſero, he had five ſeverall 
hom , whereof one being thorow the body , made Cape believe it was mortall, and the ra 
ther, for tharhiejfcll therewith ſpeechleſs to theground; ſo leaving him groveling & weltring in 
his blogd, he departs , reſting very confident _ he was at his very laft gaſp of litc, and point of 
death, But Carpi his Chrrurgion (being more humane and charitable than his Mafterleaps over 
the next hedge, and comes to his aſſiſtance : Heleans him againft abank , binds uphis wounds 
and wraps him in hiscloak, and fo runs to a Litter, which he ſaw neer him, and prayes the La- 
Bf. 156: was in it, chat ſhe would vouchſafe to rake in Don Alcaſero,who was there cxtreamly & 
| [angerouſly wounded ; and this did Carpi his Chirurgion perform, in the abſence of Alcaſers's 
gwo Chirurgion, who but of ſome diftaft or nh, came not at the hour and place affign- 
ing to his promiſe, It was the Lady Marguerite Eſperia, who dit of her noble and 


ed P www 

chafiablc z:al to wounded Alcaſero, preſently deſcended her Litter , commanded her ſervant! 

co kyhim in ſoftly, and co convey him to his lodging , and ſhe her ſelf is pleaſed to my 
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the ficlds cill her ſervants return it h:r, It was a courteſie and a charity worthy of ſo honourable 
a Lady as her ſelf; and in regard whercof, I hold it fir, to give her remembrance and name a 
place in chis Hiſtory. All Naples, yea, the wholc Kingdom rings of this combat 3 the Baron of 
CGarpi and Alcaſero are (jointly ) highly commended and cxtolled for the ſame; the laſt for his 
affe&ion and zcal to his dead father ; the firſt, for giving Alcaſero his life when it was in his 
power and pleaſure to have taken ic from him. But God will not permit Alcaſero to die of theſe 
wounds, buc rather will have him live to ſee Carpidic before him, though ina far more ignoble 
and ſhameful manner. 

As ſoon as Alcaſero's wounds are cured, and he pretty well recovered, he leaves Naples , and 
returns to Otranto, where his Sifter Cele/tiva did as much ſhake and tremble at the impriſonment 
of the Baron of Carp, as ſhe now. rejoices at his liberty ; eſpecially, fith ſhe is affured , that 
he hath no way accnfcd her, nor uſed her name for the death and murther of her Facher,which 
indeed makes her tar more pleaſant and merry than before, and within fix months after mar- 
ries with Seignior Alanſo Ludovici, whom ſhe cver from h-r youth had loved and affe&t:d, and 
wich whom th- lives in great pleaſure, ftatc,and pomp 3 and no leff: doth her brother Alcaſero z 
who for th: courtelte which Dons Marguerita Eſperia (hewed him when he was ſo dangerouſly 
wound:d.in req\ital rherof doth now nar: y the fair Beatina,her only daughter, with whom he 
lives in ch- higheſt content and felicity , as any Gentleman of Italy, or ofthe whole world can 
eichcr d-fire or wiſh. 

But chis San-ſhine of Carp”'s proſpericy , and Cezletina's happineſs and glory ſhall not laft 
long; for there is a ftorm breaking forth, which threatnech no leſs than the utter ruin, as well 
oftheir fortunes as lives, Where men cannot Gud will boch duce and puniſh Murthers ; yea, 
by ſuch ſecret mzans anil inftruments,as we leaſt _ gr imagine. They arc infallible Maxims 
that we are never leſs ſecured , than when we think our (elves ſecure; nor nearer danger than 
when we efteem our felves fartheſt from it. And if any be ſo incred 1Hous, or as I may fay, fo ir- 
religions as not to believe it, have they but a lictle patience, and they ſhall inftantly ſeit veri- 
fizd and made good in the Baron of Carpi, and the Lady Celettinz, who thinking themſelves 
now ſafe and free from all adverſe fortuncs, and fatal accidents whatſocver, and. enjoying all 
thoſe contents and pleaſures which their hearts could cither detire or wiſhto enjoy, or which 
the world could proſtitute or prefent themythey in a moment ſhall be bereavud of their delights 
and glory ,and enforced to cnd their daics on a baſe ſcaffold, with much ſhamcinfamy, and mi- 
ſery. The manner is thus, ; 

God many times beyond our hopes and exp-Qations, doth ſquare out the rule of his _ , 
according to that of his will. All men arc to be accountable to him for. their ations, bur hee 
tonone for his decrees and reſolutions : it is in him to order, in us to obcy 3 yea, many times he 
reprovestis, but yet with no intent to pardon us. Cariolity in matrers of Faith and Rcligion , 

,cves not onely tolly but impicty z for as we arc men, we muſt look up to God, bur as we are 
riſtia..*, we maſt not look beyond him. H:c oftentimes makes great off-nders accuſe thems 
ſelves for want of others toaccuſe them 3; and when he plcaſeth , he will puniſh one fin by ano- 
ther, the which we ſhall now ſee verificd in' Lorenzo, the Baron of Carpi his Lacquay z that 
wretched and bloody Lorenzo, who as we have formerly heard , aſſiſted this his Matter to mur- 
ther Captain B-nevente and Fiamento, near Alpiata 3 who cver fince being countenanced and aus» 
thoriz:d by his Mafters favour, in reſpe& of this his foul fat, wherein his bloody and murthe- 
rous hand was deeply and jointly embrewed with lim he from that time becomes ſo de+» 
bauſh'd and diffolute in his ſervice , as he ſpends all that poſſible he can procure or gerz yea, and 
runs likewiſe extremely in debt, not onely with all his friends, but alſo with all choſe whom he 
knows will truſt him : ſo as his wants being extremely urgent, and inforcedto ſee him(elt re- 
duced to a miſerable indigence and poverty , He: being one day ſent by the Baron his Matter co 
the Senate houſe with a Letter to his Counſellor , he there inthe throng and crowd of che peo- 
ple cut a purſe from a Gentlewomans fide, wherein was ſame five and twenty Dackerontin- 
Gold, was taken wich the manner, and apprehended and imprifoucd for the fait, and the nexy' 
morn his Proceſs was made, he found guilty, and condemned to be hanged : So he is deale: 
withall by a couple of Friars in priſon , who prepare his ſoul for Heaven : He ſees the foulneſs' 
of his former like, and repents it. The Baron of Carpi his Maſter, no ſooner underftands this 
news, but he ſhakes and crembler, fearing left this his Lacquay ſhould reveal the Murther ot-the 
Captain and his man : whereupon he refolveth to flye 3 bur conſidering again, 'that if his Eac- 
quay accuſe him not, his very flight will proclame and make him guilty , he ftayes, and as he 

inks, reſolves of a better courſe. He gocs to the priſon, and deals with his Lacquay to be (e- 
ret in thebuſineſs ke wots of; proteſting and promiling him, that in contideration rhereof, he 
will enrich his mother and brothers. Lorenzo tcls him, that he _ not fcar; for as hath m_ 
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{ he will dic his faithful ſervant : But we ſhall ſee him have more grace, than to keep ſo gragy 
leſs a promiſe. Carp: flatterin himſelf with the fidelity and aff:&ion of his Lacquey, reſolyy 
to ſtay in the City : but he ſhall ſhortly repent his confidence, He was formerly betrayed by 
Fieſco, which me thinksſhould have made him more cautious and wiſe, and nor ſe ſimple y 
entruſt and repoſe his life on the incertain mercy of Lorenzo's tongue : but Gods Revenge dram 
neer him, and conſequently he neer his end z for he ncichcr can nor ſhall avoid the Judgemey 
of Hcaven. 

Lorenzo on the gallows, will not charge his ſoul wich this foul and execrable fin of murther; 
but Grace now operating with his ſoul, as much as formerly Satan did with his heart, he cop 
fefſzth, that he and the Baron of Carpi his Maſter, together with the Knight Monteleog, and 
his Lacqucy Anſelmo, murthered the Captain Bexevente, and his man Fiamento, and thr 
into the Quarry , the which he takes to his death: iz true: and ſo uſing ſome Chriſtiar-lils 
ſpeeches ot repentance and ſorrow, he is hanged. | 

Lorenzo is no ſooner turned over, but the Criminal Judges advertiſed of his ſpeeches deliver 
ed at hisdeath, they command the Baron of Carp his lodging to be beleagured, where hey 
found in his ſtudy, and ſo apprehended, andtommitted priſoner ; where fear makes himlock 
pale, ſoas the Peacocks plumes both of his pride and courage ftrike ſail. He is again put 
the Rack, and now the ſecond time he reveals his foul and bloody murther, and in every poin 
acknowledgeth Lorenzoes accuſation of him tobe true: So he is condemned, firlt to have hi 
right hand cut off, and then his head, notwithſtanding that many great friends of his ſuc tothe 
Viceroy for his pardon. The night before he was to die the next morn, one of his Judges wy 
ſens to him to priſon, to perſwadc him to diſcover all his Complics in that murther , beſidg 
Monteleon and his Lacquey Anſelme; yea, there are likewiſe ſome Divines preſcnt, who with 
many Religious exhorrations perſwade him to it : $o Grace prevails with Nacure, and Righs 
oxſneſs with Impicty and fin in him 3 that he is now no longer himſelf, for contrition andre 
pentance hath reformed him; he will rather diſrepe& Celeftina, than diſpleaſe God : wheres 
upon he affirms, that ſhe and her deccaſed fifter Fidelia , drew him and Monteleon v 
— their —_ _— man — . _ = if ithad wy I ra my 
ments ey had never attempted cither the beginning or o a 
fineſs : nd ing himſelf ready for Heevex, and grieving at nothing on Earth hy a 
= uae foul FaR;, he in the fight of many thouſand people, doth now lok 

is head, , 
| This Tragedy is no ſooner afted and finiſhed in Neples,but the Judges of this City ſend awy 
Poſt to choſe of Otranto, to ſeiz: on the Lady Celeftine (who inthe abſence of her husband for 
the moſt part lived _—_ A Lady whom I could pity for her youth and beauty, did not the 
foulneſs of her Fa ſo foully diſparage and blemiſh it. She is at that inftant at a Nobleman 
houſe, at the ſolemnity of his daughters marriage, where fhe is apprehended, impriſoned, and 
accnſcd to be the author and plotter of the Captain her Fathers death ; neither can her tears 
prayers exempt her from this afflition and miſery, She was once of opinion to deny it, but 
critanding that the Baron of Carpi and his Lacquey Lorenzo were already executed for the 
ſame in Naples, ſhe with a world of tears freely confefferh it, and confirms as much as Carpiah 
firmed : whereupon in expiation of this her inhumane P aricide , ſhe is condemned to have her 
head cut off, her body burnt, and her aſhes thrown intothe ayr ; for a milder death, and a leh 
puniſhment the Lord will notout of his Juſtice) infli upon her, for this her horrible crime, 
and barbarous cruelty committed on the perſon of her own father, or at leaſt ſeducing and oc- 
calioning it to be commitred on him ; and it is not in her husbands poſſible power tocxempror 
free ber hereof. Being ſent back that night to priſon, ſhe paſſcth it over (or in very truth the 
_ part thereof Jin prayer, ſtill grieving tor her fins, and mourning for this her bloody o 
ceand crime ; and the next morn being brought to her exccution , when ſhe aſcended the 
Scaffold, ſhe was very humble, forrowfull, and repentant, and with many ſhowres of tears re 
queſted her brother Alcaſcro and all her kinsfolks to forgive her, for occafioning and conſenting 
to her fathers death, and generally all the world to pray for her 3 when her Gehs and tears (0 
forrowfully interrupted and filenced her tongue , as ſhe recommending her ſoul into the hands 
of her Redeemer, whom ſhe had ſo hainouſly offended , ſhe with great humility and contri» 
tion, kneeling on her knees, and lifting up her cyes and hands towards Heaven, the Exccutio- 
ner with his ſword made a double divorce t her head and her body, her body and her 
ſoul; and then the fire (as if incenſed at ſo fiery a ſpirit) conſumed her to aſhes, and her aſhes 
were thrown into theayr, to teach her, and all the world by her example, that ſo inhumane 


_ adaugher, deſerved noteither to tread on the face of this carth, or to breathe this 
yr to 
| She 
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She was lamented of all who cither knew or ſaw her , not that ſhe ſhould die , but that ſhe 
ſhoald firſt deſerve, then ſuffer ſo ſhametpll and wretched adeath : and yer ſhe was far bappicr 
than her fiſter Fidelie, for ſhe deſpaired , and this confidently hoped for remiſſion and falva- 
rion. Thus albcic this wretched and cx:crable young Gentlewoman lived impiouſly , yet ſhe 
dicd Chriftianly: wherefore ler us think on: that with dercſtation, and. on, this with charity. 
And here we ſee how ſeverely the murther of Captain Benerente was dy Gods juft revenge pu- 
niſhed, not only in bis two danghters who plotted ir, but alſo in the two bn their 


ewo Lacqueys who aCtcd it, Such attempts and crimes deſerye ſuch ends and puniſhments, and 
infallibly finde them. The only way therefore for Chriftians to avoid the one, and contemn 
the other, is with ſanCified hearts, and unpolluted bands, ſtill co pray to GQD for his Grace, 
continually to aftc& prayer, and inceſſantly to praftiſe prety in our thoughts, and godlineſs in 
our reſolutions, and aftions, the which if we be carcfull and conſcionable to perform, God 
will chen ſbrowd us under the wings of his favour, and ſo preſerve and proteR us with his mercy 
and providence, as'we (hall have no cauſe to fear cither Hell or Saten, 
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Gods revenge againſt the Crying and Ex: 
ecrable Sinne of Maurther, 


HISTORY XV. 


Maurice , like « blooty villain, and danmable fat, throws bis Mother Chriftina into a Wel, 
and drowns her : the ſameband and arm of bis wherewith be did it rots away from his body 
and being diſcraſed of bis wits iu Priſon, he there confeſſeth bis foul and inbumane murther, fo 
the which be is hanged. | 


F wedid not wilfully make our ſclves miſerable, God is fo indulgent and mercifull to w, 
[| as he would make us more 3 but wherywich high and preſumptuous hands we violate 
the Laws of Nature and Grace, of Earth and Heaven, in murthering through cavy thoſe, whom 
— Duty and affcQion we are bound to obey, honour, cheriſh and preſerve ; then it is no 
| marvel, becauſe we firft forſook God, that he abandoneth us to our ſelves, and fins, and 
A to the fruits thereof, Calamity, Miſery, » and Perdition : and that we may ſee hu- 
| mane cruelty to be juſtly met with, a Gods upright and divine Juſtice, Lo: here 
in this enſuing Hiſtory we ſhall ſee a wretched Son kill his harmleſs and dear mother. A very 
JF fearfull and lamentable Paricidc, a moſt cruel and execrable Fat, for the which we ſhall fee 

SOS him rewarded with condign ——_— , and with a ſharpand infamous ath, although not 

half ſo deplorable as deſerved, Ir is a bitter and bloody _—_— the Relation and Remems» 

BY brance whereof, in the moſt barbarous and flinty hearts, is capable, not only to ingender Com 

I flion, but CompunQiion z yea, not only Contricion but tears, atleaſt if we have any place lf 

| us for Pitty, or room for Piety ; the which if we have, doubtkſs the end of our reading will 
blefs,but crown the beginning, and the beginning the end thereof, 
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Lponthe North-cafſt ſide of the Lake Lemer, vulgarly known and called the Lake of Gene= 
va ( becauſe ir payes its full tribute , and makes its chictelt Rendezvous before that Ciry, where- 
of it environeth ar leaſt one third part ) There ſtands a pretty: {mall and fisxong Town, diftanc a 
little daics journey from it, termed Morges, which,properly belongs to the juriſdition of Bern, 
one of the chicfeſt Cantons of that warlike people and country of Swiſierland ; wherein of yery 
late years, and recent memory, there dwelt a rich and honeſt Burger, or Burgemaſter (for of 

-ncry thoſc parts and people are not, becauſe they will not be capable) named Martin Halſe- 
more, who by bis wite Chriſtine Snuyt)aren, had one onely child , a ſon, named Maurice Halſe- 
,now of ſome fourteen year old ; whoſe fache although he were by profeſſion a ſouldicr, 
encolled a Licutcnant to one of thoſe Auxilia of that Country which are in pay to 
the French King , yet nevectheleſc his chieteſt ambition and care was, to make this Son of his 
a Scholar, becauſe the ignorance and illiterature of his own age , wade him to repent ie in 
fn and therefore to provide a remedy thereof in his Sons youth , fich he now knew and 

W>, 
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that a man withour learning, was cither as a body without a ſoul, or a ſoul withqut 
and reaſon, which are her chiefcſt virtues, and moſt ſacred Ornaments and Excellen- 
cies ; So he brings him up to their own Grammer School in Morges , where inſome three or 
ur yearnhis aff:&ion and care to ftudy , makes him ſo good a Preficient, as he becomes not 
nely 8kilfull, but perfeCt therein, and almoſt as Capable to teach his Schoolmaſter, as he wag 
toinftrut him yea, and co add the b=tter Grace to the Grace of that Art,he was of ſo mild and 
ſo mod:ſt a carciage » and the bloſſomes of his youth were. ſo ſweetly watered with the Hea» 
ent dew of Virtue and Piety, as if his manners and himſclf were wholly compoſed thereof 3 
fo that for Leerzing and Goodneſſe he was, and was juſtly reputed , not onely the Mirrour, bug 
the Phenix of all the youth of Morges 3 and az he clteem:d hiraſelf happy in his Parents , (o 
they reciprocally hold themſelves, nor onely bappy , bur blefi:d in this their Son. Bur becauſe 
the inherent corruption of our nature, and the p:rverſneſs and multiplicity of our fins are fach, 
as they cannot promiſe us any truz joy, much leſs afſurcd and permanent felicicy : fo the Sun- 
ſhine of thistheir temporary content, cqually divided in thirds berwixt the father, mother, -and 
ſon, will ſborcly receive a great eclipſe, and a fatal diſaſter, which will be to them ſo much the 
more bitter and mournfull,fith both the cauſe and cffcCts therof were of cach of chem unthoughe 
of, of them all unexpeQted. wor 
For God in his ſacred decree and providence,ſceing Martin Halſenorfe the father;his ſtrength 
arrived 2t his full meridian and height , and his daics to their full number and period :. Hz, as 
he fate at dinner jocund and merry with his wife and ſon, is ſuddenly taken with a deadly 
ſwoon, which preſently deprives his body of this life , and ſends his ſoul to enjoy the ſweer fe- 
licity , and ſacred joy and immorraliry of the life ro com. A Document which may teach. us 
nat to rely upon the rotten privileges and ſtrength of youth, but ſo to prepare our lives that 
death at all places,and in all times, may ſtil find us na and ready to encounter it. A Document 
which may teach us with the creed eyes as well of our faith as body fo to look from Earth to 
Heaven, that our ſouls be not only ready, but willing to forſake this ſtinking Tabernacle and 
mm of our mortality, to fly and be admitted into heaven, that heavenly Jeruſalem, and Ce- 
eſtial Ciry , where they may enjoy the bleſſ:d Communion of the Saints, and the greateſt bleſ- 
fings of all joyes, and the moſt ſoveraign joy of all bleflings, then to ſee our Creator and Savi- 
or, God the Father, and Chrift Feſws bis Son face to face, wherein indeed all the joyes and bleſ- 
fings of our ſouls are compriſed and included. E 
The death of Helſenorfe the Father, is not onely the Argument , but the cauſe of his widow 
Chriſtine's grief , of his Sonne Maurice his ſorrow, of her tcars and groans, of his fighs and 
afflitions z yea, and not to derogate from the truth, I may ſtep a degree farther , and ſay, That 
this his death is a fatal herauld, and mournful harbinger, which portends and prepares both of 
them many diſafterous calamitics and woful miſerics, the which in a manner, are almoſt ready 
to ſurpriſe and befall them. | 
This ſorrowful widow being thus deprived of her dear Huzband , who was both her com« 
fort and her joy, her ſtay and her ProteRor, her head and her glory 3 although he left her a 
good Eftate , ſufficient enough to warrant her againſt the fear of poverty, and to ſecure her (elf 
againſt the apprehenſion of worldly indigence 3 and wherewithall ro maintain both her and 
her ſon, with ſomewhat 'more than an indifferent competency 3 yet ſhe ſaw her friends for- 
ſake h:r, and her Huzbands familiar acquaintance abandon her, as if their Gneipdred 
with him, and that their remembrance of him was wholly raked up, and buried in che 
of his grave. A moſt ingrateful diſcaſe and iniquity of time, rather to be pittied than cured,and 
reproved than reformed, fo fading and inconftant arc the — friendſhips of the =_ : 
3 who 
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who torthe moſt part are grounded on profic, not on honour,on avaricc, not on virtue,on they 


own gold, not on the wantof their Chriſtian neighbours and brethren : but enough of this 
and'again to our Hiftory. - * ; CE OY | 
Now, if Chtiſtia#e( for only: by that name I will henceforth intitle her) have any comfon 
or conſolation left ber, to fweeren the bitteneſſ: of her Husbands death , it is onely to ſee hip 
ſurvive and live iri her Son Maurice, in whoſe virtucs and years, her hopes likewiſe begin 
to bud forth and flouriſh ; when remembring what an carneſt care and defire her Husband 
to ſee him a Scholar , as ſhe Inherits his goods, ſo ſhe will aſſume and inheric that eſolutiong 
his : -and although ſh- love her Sons ſight, and aff:& his preſence tenderly and deatly, þy 
ſhe can give no peace to herthoughes , eany truce of her reſolutions , till ſhe ſend Yin 
from Mbrges to the Univerſity of Loſann three Leagues diſtant from thence,there to per 
fe& his tudies and learning , the ſeeds whereof already fo hopefully bloſſomed forth,and frat, 
fied inhim. To which end, her deepeſt affe&ion and care having hearkned out one Devdaty 
V arefius, a Bachelot of Divinity of that Univerſity, whom fame (though indeed moft falſly) had 
informed her to be an expert Scholar, and an excellent Chriſtian, ſh: agrees with bim ; wha 
allowing her Son an honeſt exhibition, and furniſhing him wich Books, a Gown, and all othg 
neceſſaries , ſhe ſends him away to Loſanna, charging him at his departure, tb be carefull of by 
learning, carriage, and ations, and aboveall, to make piety and godlinefs int his life and cv 
verſation, th: Regent of all his ſtudies; when with tears 0 natural aff:Qtion, they take pays 
of other. ' ©" 
Maurice being arrived at Loſanmna, finds out his Tutor Vareſivs, who receives and weltony 

this his Pupil courteouſly and kindly : bur alaſs, the hopcs of Chriſtiane the Mother, art 
tremely deceived in the virtues of Varefius 3 becauſe his Vices will inftantly deceive both ty 
merits and expe&ation of her Soy, or rather change nature and qualitics in him, and there 
ſhortly make him as vitious in Loſamna, as formerly he was virtuous in forges : for l write 
gricf and pitty , that to define the truth aright, it was difficult to ſay, whether he were more 
learned or deboſhed, a more perfc& Scholar, orpetghone (Þriſtian; for although the dignityd 
his Bachelorſhip of Theologie, did hide many of his diflolute pranks, and obſcene imperfeftiony 

et his exorbitant deportment and induftry, could not ſo cloſely overvailand obſcure themybut 
Nis in te aff:&ion to drinking , and beaſtly inclination to drunkenneſs , began now to 
become obvious and apparent to the Eyes and Heads of his College, yea, to the whole Univerſity: 
A moſtpernitious and ſwiniſh vice, indeed too too much incident and ſubjeR to theſe peopl 
the Swiſſers; but if it had been immured and confined within theſe Rocks and Monntains 
Germany, it had proved not onely a happin:(s, but a bleſſiag to the other Weſtern parts of die 
Chriftian world , where it ſpreads its infeftion like an uncontrolable and incurable Gangreat, 
yea, like a rnoſt contagious and fatal peſtilence : ſo as in Yareſins there was no more ins 


, congruous and different, than his dofrine and his life, his profeſſion and converſation, his 


Theorie and his Prafice , his knowledge and his will. Bac if che head-fprings and fountains þ 
corrupted with this vice and drankenneſs,no marvel it th: Rivers and Streams of Ct 
be infefted and poyſoned therewith ; yea , if ic be noc debarred, but have admittance and refi- 
dence inthe Claſſes of Univerſities , from which N irſes and Gardens of the Muſes, both the 
Ghurch and State fetch their chiefeſt Ornaments and Members z how can we expe to (ee it root 
ed out from the more illiterate Commons , whoſe grofle ignorance makes them far more capi- 
ble to learn Vice, than Virtue; or rather Vice, and nor Virtze 3 fith there is nofhorter nor truer 
Art to learnit, than of their Arts Mafters,becauſe the example and prefident of ill doings in our 
Teachers and Supcriours, doth not only plant, but ingraff: and root it, not only privilege, but 
as it were, authorize it in us, till with a fatal impetuofity, with a dangerous violence, Ks per- 
nitious event and ifſuc : for if remedies be not found in learned Phyficians, it is then in vain to 
ſeek them in the rude and unlearned people 3 and if the Preceptor himſelf be not ſanfificd, it 
is rather tobe feared than doubted, that his Diſciple will not. This ( rrvirmar ) is a moſt mourn- 
fal and fatal rock, whereon divers virtuous and religious parents have even themſelves 
£0 death, to ſee their children ſuffer (hipwrack 3 yea, this beaftly and brutiſh fin of D 
iz flifl the Devils Uſher and Parder to all other fins 3 and therefore how cantious and 
ought the Heads of Scholes and Univerſities be, toexpel and root it our from themſelves, and to 
hate and deteſt it in others, fithin the remiſs winking thereat , I ( with asmuch truth a 
Cafety) affirm, that toleration is confirmation; and connivency, cruelty; as we ſhall nor go far 
to ſec it made good and verificd in this enſuing mournful Hiſtory ; the which incxaCting Iok 
oily Pan Ce CITI SAT from my heart, and tcars from mine cyes, to ana« 
Difficultly hath Mevrice been three months in Loſarna with 7 arefins, but his virtues -_ 
eclipſe 
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eclipſcd and drowned in vice 3 yea, he not onely thinks, but holds it a/virtuc to makenhimſclf 
culpable and,guilty of this his Tutors Vice of Drunkenneſs , wherein within leffe than\three 
moncths he proves ſo cxpert, or indeed fo cxecrable a Scholar in his beaſtly Arr, as both day and 
night he makes ir not onely bis praftice, bur his delight, and nor onely his delight, buthis glo- 
. He who was before ſo temperate in his drink and converſation in Morges, asfor the moſt 
part, he wholly drank water, nor wine 3 now he is (© viciovlly mecamorphoſed in Loſanna , as 
contrariwilc, he only drinks winz, no water 3 yea, and which is lamentableto remember, and 
deplorable to obſerve in this young Scholar , he drinks ( or to write truer, devoures it) fo ex - 
ceſſively , as his Cups are become his Books ; his Carrouhng , his Learning 3 the Tavern , his 
Study ; and Drunkcnneſs the only Art he profefſerh ; which fi'thy and infectious diſcaſe,fpread- 
ing from the Precepter to the Pupil, from old V arefius to young, Maurice, hath fo ſurpriſed the 
one, and (cized on the other, as it threatens the diſparagement of the fickt bis reputations and the 
ſhipwrack of the ſeconds fortunes, and it may be of his life. | 
Now V ereſius, who will not be aſhamed 'to pitty his braftly ice in himſelf, doth yet picty 
it with ſhame to behold ic in his Scholar Mnurice , and yer hath neither the Grace to reform it 
i himſelf, nor the will or power to reprove it in him; butinſtead of Ropping and preventing 
it , doth in al things give way to the carrent and torrent of this ſwiniſh fta , which inevitably 
draws after it theſc threefold diſcaſes and miſeries : The poyſon of our bodies, the conſumption 
of our purſes, and the Moth and Canker of our r:patations ; or it you will , theſe three not 
far different from the three former. The bane of our wits , the enemy of our healch and life, 
and the conſumer of our Eſtates and friends : And within che compaſs of one whole year, to 
all thoſe diſcaſes and miſcrics doth the drunkenneſs of bur deboſh:d young Scholar Adawrice 
ſubje&and reduce him ; ſo as it being the nature of {in (not checked and vanquiſh:d with re- 
pentance) rather to grow than wither, to flouriſh than fade or decay with our age : the longer 
Manrice lived in Loſanna, the deeper root his bzattly vice of drunkenneſs took in him, and he 
the dearer aff:&ion toit, ſo as that competent exhibition which his mother yearly allowed 
him, became incompatible with this his exceſſive prodigality and intemperancy : Yea, his ex- 
ereme ſaperfluity in this kind , was without intermiſſion fo frequent, as three quarters of his 
years penſion could not diſcharge one of hisexpenices and debts, ſo ſtrong a habit ( converted 
now toa ſecond _— had this bewicching beaftly fin of drunkenneſs exatted ard gotten of 
him, as if chis were his fclicity, and that hebnely triumphed to become a flave to this his fla- 
viſh appetite and ſwiniſh profeſſion , which to ſuppore and maintain, he not only feeds, but 
ſarfers his mother with variety of ſubtil and infinuating Letters, thereby to draw divers ſums 
of moneys from her, as indeed he doth 3 ſome under pretext of neceſſity ro buy new books , 
which he affirmed he wanted 5 athers under pretence of his weakneſs and fickneſs, and ſuch like 
colourable cxcuſes 3 which unthrifty prodigality of his,doth as faſt empty her purſe and ſtore, 
as her induſtrious frugality can poſlibly fill ; whereof having all the reaſons of the world 
to become ſenſible, ſhe ar laſt, making her judgement conſult with her affeQion, begins now to 
fear, that her Son was become lefſe virtuous , and more deboſhed than ſhe hoped of, -and that 
theſe his Letters and Petitions for mony, were onely tricks to deceive the hopes, and betray the 
confidence ſh: repoſed in his virtuous carriage and godly inclination; whereof in fine 
informed and certifi:d from ſuch Studehts & Burgers of Loſanna, whom ſhe had ſet as Sextinels, 
to have Argus, yea, Lynceus cycs over his ations and deportments, ſhe at laſt with few thanks to 
his Tutor V arefirs,any complaints & exclamations to her ſon, & incxpreſſable grief & ſorrow 
to her ſelf, commands him home from Loſanna to Morges , where with much bitternefle 
and ſecrecy, ſhe taxzs and ratcs him for his drunkennefl: and prodigality , in that he had vainly 
t in one year, more than either his father or herſelf could collett or gather up in many. 
But ſee the lewd ſubtilty, and wretched deccirfulnefic of this diflolute ſon towards this his 
dear and tender mother 3 for then and there, ſeaſoning his ſpeeches with virtue , and his be- 
haviour with obedicnce and picty, he modefily ſeems not onely totax her credulity, conceived 
againſt the candeur and integrity of his ations, but alſo with a kind of tacite choller, to ma- 
lign and traduce thoſe who unjuſtly and falfly had caſt ſo foul en aſperfion on his virtaes and 
innocency z and the better to make thoſe his ſpeeches , and this his 4 and 7uſtification 
pu current with his Mother, bis diſcretion now deſcribes ſo fair a Law to his /anity , and 
is reaſon to his intemperate and irregular defices , as to the eye of the world, and to her more 
curious and obſcrvant judgment, be ſeems to be the very pifture and ſtatue of Virtue, 
God and his foul ſoul and conſcience well knows , that he is the true, effential and real Image 
of Vice: and the better to cloak and overveyle this his diſſimulation from the eyes on 
his Mother, alchough he continueto take bis Cups by nighe; yet in Morges, and cſpecially in 
his Mothers houſe and fight,he caſts them off by day,and the berter & more firmly to reintegrate 
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imtelr4nco hcr approbation and tavour, be mornings'and evenings is ſeen at his prayers, and 
foends the So 'of his rime in hearing and frequenting of Sexmons, the which affords 
ſach ſweet content to her concecits and thoughts, as ſhe nts her felt of her unkindvefſe 
towards him , and not onely acquits him of his drunkennetle, prodigaliry and diffoluccnefſe, 
butalſo accuſeth his accuſers, whom ſhe now as much condemns for Exvy and Malice toward 
hcrSonas ſh: highly(and asſh: thinks juſtly )applauds him for his religious picty rowards God. 
But fith Hypocritic is worſe than Prophanenefle, as making ug rather Devils than Saints; or 


indeed not Saints, bu: D:vils 5 and that no ſacrifice is ſo odious, nor objec ſo hateful to God, 


as he who denies and difſ-mbleth it in his looks, and yer profeficth and pratiferh ir in his hearc 
and ſoul: ſo we ſhall ſee to our gricf,and this wretched hypocrite find to his miſery, that think- 
ing to deccive God, he ſhall in the end deceive himfſelt 3 and in atcempring to betray his Mother 
through his falſe YV:rtue, his true Vice will at laſt betray him, and make him as miſerable, as he 
flattercth himſelf it will make him fortunate. 

Now , the better ro root and confirm this opinion of his temperancy in his mothers con. 
ceit and minde , and fo the moreſecretly to overveil his exceſſive affeftion and addiftionts 
Drunkenneſs, he under the pretence of ſome neceſſary and profitable occafions, gers leave of her, 
ſometimes to ride over to Bern, Soleure, Fribourge, Apenſall, and other capital Towns of the 
Cantons, where he falls afreſh ro his cups , and there continually both day and night fwils his 
brains,/and ſtuffs up his belly with wine , as if he took no other delight or glory, but to drown 
his wie and learning with his money, and his health with both z andyct again, when he re- 
turnsto Morges, he makes ſuch fair weather with his mother, and caſts ſo temperate a cloak 
and colour on his ſpecches & aQions, as if it were impoſlible for him to drink more than would 
ſuffice nature , or to defire more than would meerly quench his thirft. And thus by his hypo- 
cricical policy having wrought himſelt into his Mothers good opinion and favour, as alſo ſome 
ſtore of money our of her purſe and coffers, he with a feigned ſhew of humility and diſcre- 
tion, takes leave of her, and to perfedt his ſtudies and learning , returns again to Loſanne, 
where he is no ſooner arrived, but upon his new return , he finds out his old carrouſfing come 
panions, who like ſo many peſtilent Vipers, and contagious Moths and Caterpillars, are viti- 
ouſly, and therefore fatally reſolved, not only to cat out the bottom of his parſe, but alſo the 
heart of his happineſs, and as ] may juſtly termeir, to devour the very ſoul of his felicity : and 
with theſe tippling Brats of Bacchus , doth ourlewd and deboſh:d Scholar Maurice, conti- 
nually drink drunk, not only forgetting his learning but himſelf, and which is worſe, his God, 
having neither the power to remember to repent, or grace to pray, nor to remember any thi 
bur his cups ; ſo beaftly is he inclined, fo ſwiniſhly and vitiouſly is he affected and addiftcd; 
and what doth this cither prognoſticare, preſage, or promiſe to produce in him , but incvitable 
affliction, miſery and ruin of all ades2 

As the ſhortett crrorsare beſt, ſo thofe Vices which have longeſt perſeverance and predomi- 
nance in us, prove ſtill the moſt pernicious and dangerous, Ir is nothing to cruſha | es in 
the cgge, bur if we permit it to grow to a Serpent, it may then cruſh us ; a plant may be re- 
moved with caſe, but an old tree difficultly, To fall from fin to repentance, is as great a ha 
pineſe, as it is a miſery to fall from repentance tofinz and irdecd to uſe but one word for the 
afficmarion and confirmation of this truth, there can rio'greater miſery befall us , than to think 
our ſelves happy, when (through our fins ) we are miſerable. 

Here in Loſanna, Maurice eſtcems this his beaftly fin of drunkenneſſe to be a I rtue, not a Vice 
in him 3 yea, in ying for all ſhots and reckonings in Taverns, he ſotriſhly and fooliſhly thinks 
it the ſhorteſt and trucft way to be beloved and honoured (though indeed to be contemned ) of 
all ; and therefore without fear or wit, yea , without the leaſt ſpark of Grace, or ſhadow of 
conſideration, his ftomack ( like the Devils ſpunge ) and his inſatiable throat (like a bottom- 
leſs gulf) ſodevoures his wine, and his wine his money , as that which ſhould be the Argu- 
ment of his glory, he makes the cauſe of his ſhame 3 and his mony which ſhould fortific his re- 

tation, he converts and turns to ruin it. But as poverty (in a juſt revenge of our Vanity ) re- 
Joyceth co look on us, becauſe we firſt diſdained either to look on, or regard itz ſo he having 
ſpene the fragrant Summer of his folly and prodigality, in waſting the monics his mother gave 
him in winez now the —_— thereof makes him feel the frofty winter of that want, which 
he can better remember: than remedy, rather repent than redreſs. The Fellows and Students of 


his College look on him and his drunkenneſs, ſome wirh the eyes of pitty , others with thoſe of 
Joy,according as their friend(hip or malice,their Charity or Envy cicher conduR their paſſions, 
or.trauſport and ſicer their reſolutions and inclinations. As for his Tutor F arefius, how can he 
ply ſcek to reclaim chis his _ from Vice to Virtue, when he is ſo wretchedly difſolutc , as 


Univerſity,he himſelf is alrcady wholly and ſolely —_—_— 
n 


trom Virtue to Vice? 
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| In which ceſpeR this viciuus young Student Mazrrice, having, neither Verte nur Tutor,money 
nor credit, diſcretion nor friend to ſecure bim trom the ſh:Ives .of Indigence, or the rocks of 
Poverty and Miſery, whercon. he is raſhly and wiltully ruſhing 3 he like a true deboſhed Scho- 
lar, or indeed, as a Maſter of Arc in the Art of debuſhednefs, firſt ſclls his Books, then his 
Gown and Cloaths, and ncxc his bed, being defirousro want any thing but wine $ and confi- 
dcntly (though vainly and fooliſhly) afſurcd , that if he have wine cnough, that then he 
wants nothing. A miſcrable conſideration and condition, a wretched cſtare and reſolution; only 
tending and conducing to direful miſery, and to deplorable poverty and defalation 
But to repleniſh his purſe, to repair his credit and apparcl, and to continue his cups and 
drunkenneſs, he hath no other hopes or refuge, than apain to caſt himſclt on the aff-Qion and 
courtefic of bis mother, whonz be re-vifits wich ſeveral Letters, which are only (o many humble 
infinuating Petitions, again! to draw and wreſt moneys from her. But he 18 deceived in his 
and exp:Aation , or at leaſt they diſtin&ly and ſeverally, and bis mother joyntly wich 
them,conſpire to deceive him, For write it with grief, becauſe (by an uncontroleable rela- 
tion of the truth) ſh2 diftitcs it ro my pen with tears, that as well by all thoſe of Morges,who 
came from Loſanne, as by all thoſe of Loſanna who came to Morges, ſh: is moſt certainly and 
forrowfully advertiz:d of her ſons dcboſhed and diffolute life ; of his neglc& of Leaming and 
roo frequenc aff<Qing and following of drunkenne(+;0f the fale of his Cloaths, Bed,and Books z 
of rhe irreparable loſs, both of his time,moneys and repatation; and withal, how the dregs and 
fumes of wine hath mctamorphoſed his counteaance , and not graced, but filchily diſgraced ir 
wich many fiery Rubics, and flaming Carbunkles ; as alſo how it hath ſtuff:d and bombalted up 
bis belly and body , as if the dropic and he contended who ſhould ficit feizs each on other 3 
and therefore ſh: being (with a mournfull unwillingneſs) cnforccd, not only torake noticegbur 
forrowfully to reſt afſured and confident of theſe diſaſterous premiſes, the infallible preditions 
and Sympromes of her Sons utter ruine and ſubverſion , She ung 1 Noa abſolutely rc- 
fuſcch his requeſts, anſwererh bis Letrers with many ſharp complaints, and bitter exclamatrions 
againſt his foul ſin of Druakenneſs, which chreatens no lefs than the ruinboth of his Repurati» 
| On, Friends, Learning, Fortune, and Lite, if not of his Soul. h 
Maurice, ſecing bimklIf wholly abandoned of his Mother, he knows nat bow tolive, nor 
yet how ud as c the mcansto maintain life , which not only ſurpriſeth his thoughes , bus 
 amazeth and appaleth his cogitations with fear ; yea, he takes this diſcourtefic of hers, ſo near 
at heart, and withal is ſo extremely imparicnt to ſee himſclf forſaken of her, whotn he knows 
the Laws of Nature hath ed to aff:& and cheriſh, as forgetting himſelf to be her Sang 
and ſh: his Mother ; yea, forgetting himſclf to be a man, and which is more, a Chriſtian z his 
wants and Vices fo far tranſport him beyond the bounds of- Reaſon and Religion, of Nature and 
Grace, as he impiouſly and excecrably degenerates from them all, and ſecrerly vows to his heart 
and ſoul, or to fay truer, to the D-vil,(who inchanteth the one, and infeRterh and intoxicaterh 
the other) chat he will ſpeedily ſend her into another world in a bloody Coffin, if ſhe will. nog 
believe his wants, and maintain him as her Son in this. So alas here it is, that he firſt gives way 
tothe D:vil co take pofſcſhon of his thoughts and heart, and here it is, that he kirk aſumes 
bad blood, and ſuggeſts bloody deligns , againſt the ſafery and life of his dear and: innoceps 
Mather. When like a miſerable wretch, and a wretched and impious villain, bis thoughts and 
lies (like ſo many lines ranning to their centre) are now in continual aftion and motion, 
bow tofiniſh and bring chis deplorable Tragical butinefs toan cnd : the better to. feed this 
his inſaciablc bloody apperire , and to quench the quenchleſs thirſt of his Matricidious revenge, 
he forgets all other projets and affairs, to follow and haſten on this z which (to give one 
ward for all) takes up both his ſtudy and his time io Loſanna, caſting away his Books which 
wopld ſeem to divert him from ir, as if he courted Plato not Apolloz Projerpina, not Palles 3 
Eryanis , not Urani«; the Furies, not the Muſes : and as affliftions ſeldom came alone, but 
many times (as the waves of the (ca) fall one in the neck of another; ſo to make him rather 
adyance than retire, inthe execution of this his unnatural and damnable attempt, his cxceſlive 
and frequent drunkenneſs makes him ſo notoriouſly apparent to the Heads of the Univerſity in 
genera), and of his own College in particular, that they give him his Conge, and (without lend- 
car to.his Apology or Juſtification) cxp*! him thence, So that being now dts of all 
Friend? and means, hcis enforced to ſec himſelf reduced torhkis of miſery, that he maſt 
either beg or ſtarve, which eo-prevent, (becauſe he as much diſdains the firſt, as he is reſolyed 
to provide aremedy for the ſecond) he leaves Loſanya ( where his vices and debe have made 
the tones too hot for him ) and on. foot goes home ro his Morher to Morges,baping that bis pre» 
ſence may prevail more with herthan his abſcace 3.and his tongue make that ;calic, which bis 
pen (in his Leters) found not ogly difficulc but impoſlible. 


————— 
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B:ing arrived at Morges, his loving and indulgent Mother receives him with tears, ng of 
Joy, but of grief; for his drunkenneſs hath ſo deformed his face and body, as at the firſt 
the difficulty knew him to be her ſon 3 and although he cake pains ro conceal that beaſtly yics 
of his, and ſoto plaiſter and varniſh it over with a feigned ſhew of repentance and reformat. 
on; yet ſhe ſees to her affliction, and obſerves to her miſery, that he loves his Cups better than 
his lite, and that as ſoon as ſhes once turns her back from him, he falls cloſe to them, and &o tj 
leth and carouſcth from Morning to Night. Three days are ſcarce paſt, before he makes two 
requeſts to her ; the one for new cloaths, the other formoney 3 when ro the end that her wif. 
dom might ſhine in her aff-&ion, as well as her affe&tion in her wiſdom, ſhe chearfully gran 
him the firſt, but percmptorily denies him the ſecond, becauſe ſhe well knows it would be 
much caſt away on him, fith he would inſtantly caſt it away on Wine ; and to write the 
the grantof his apparcl doth not ſo much content him, as the refuſal of her money doth both 
aftli& and inflame him : He is all in choler hereat, and the fumes of revenge doſo implacably 
take up and ſeize upon his thoughts, and they on it, as now without the fear of God, or care 
of his ſoul, he like a damnable villain, and an execrablc ſon, ſwaps a bargain with the D:yj 
to deftroy and make away his mother . Helliſh reſolutions, and infernal conceits, which wi 
not only ftrangle thoſe who embrace, but confound thoſe who follow them. His impiery made 
him formerly aſſume this bloody fat, and now his neccflicy and warit of thoney (in that he 
cannot, a8 it were, drown himſelf in the exceſs of drunkennefs) enforceth him to a reſolution 
to finiſh it, His faith is ſo weak towards God, and ſoftrong with the D:vil , as he will no 
retire with Grace, but advance with impicty, to ſee as well the end, as the beginning of thiy 
bloody bufineſs : He conſules hercon with his delight, not with his reaſon ; with his will, nog 
with his conſcience ; with his heart, not with his ſoul. He ſecs he hath no money,and knowg, 
or at leaft believes, that his mother hath m_—_ and therefore concludes, that if the were 
once dead , it were impoſſible that his life ſhould want any. So theſe ewo wretched Counſel 
lors, Covetouſueſs and Drunkenneſs, (or rather Covetouſneſs to maintain his Drunkenneſs ) like 
two infcrhal fiends and furics, halc him on head-long to Pn_ this bloody and mournfull 
murther of his dear and tender Mother, the end whereof will bring him as much truc miſery 
and infamy, as the beginning doth flatter and promiſe him falſe content and happineſs, Hig 

hath no regard to her age, and leſs to her life, neither will he vouchſafe to 
that he firſt received his of her : yea, all the blood that flows in his heare,and ſtreams in bis veing 
and body, cannot any way bave the power to prompt him;that it is derived and deſcended from 
hers. And if Morges will not divert him, Loſame ſhould 3 if his years cannot inftrudt 
yet his Books might; and if Natare prevailed not with his heart, yet me thinks Grace 
with his conſcience, to preſent him the foulneſs of this attempt, and the unnatural cruelty 
thereof, in reſolving to cmbrerw his diabolical hands in her innocent blood ; or if the influence 
of theſe carthly conſiderations could notallay the heat of his malice, or quench the fire of hiy 
revenge towards her, yet me thinks looking from prophaneſs to piety, from earth to heaven, 
from the time preſent to the future 5 from the corruption of his Body, to the immorta'ity of his 
Soul; from Sin to Righteouſneſs, from Revenge to Religion, and conſcquently from Satan tg 
God, he ſhould hate this bloody defign and projett of his as much as now he loves it, and ſeek 
the preſervation of his Mother, with as much obedience and affcfion, as now he contrives and 
es her untimely end with impiety and deteftation. But his Vices will Rill triumph over 

is Vertuecs 3 and therefore it is rather to be feared than doubted, that they will in the end make 
him too miſerable, ever to ſee himſelf ſo happy. 

Miſerable Maurice therefore (as the ſhame of his time, the diſgrace of his Sex, and a prodþ 
giots monſter of Nature) having hclliſhly reſolved on the matter, now with a deviliſh forts 
tude and hellifh affurance pafſeth on to the manner of her Tragedy.He will not give ear to God) 
whoſecks todivert him from it, but will hearken to the Devil, who uſeth his beft Ocatory w 

wade and entice him to it. But as the Devil is malicious in bis ſubtiſty, ſo ould webe 

th wiſc and cautious in our credulity ; for if we believe him, he will becray us; bur if we 
believe God, we (liall then betray him * he is impaticntof delays, yea, his malice js ſo bloody, 
and his revenge ſo cruel, as he thinks every hour a yecry till he liath ſent her from Earth to 
Heaven, He propoſeth unto himſelf divers ways to murther her, and the deyi}, who i 
never abſent, but preſent in ſuch Helliſh eccafions, makes him as well induftrious as vindiRtive 
and + pr in the contrivingand finiſhing thereof, Now he thinks to cut her throat as ſhe 
tin bed : eqn => one her at Table, cither in her micat or drink. Then again he is of opinion 
to hire ſome to kill her as ſh: is walking in her Vineyards or clſe to cauſe two Watcr-men to 


drown her, as fhc is taking the ayr in a Boat on the Lake, which twice or thrice weekly (he 
Fl he is irreſolute,, cither which, or which not to reſolve = 


Is accuftomedtodo z bur yet ft 


Hi iſt .XV; ( briflina, and ber inbumane ſon Maurice. 215 


till at laft, after a weeks dilatory protrattion, having with a faral and internal raticcination 
banded and redanded the (e ſeveral bloody projefts in his brains and conecwplations, he rejet- 
eth them all, as more full of difficulty and apparent danger, than of warrantable ſafety, when 

confidering there was a deep Well in the outer yard, adjoyning to the Garden, he holds it fit- 

teſt for his _— to drown her therein, whereon the Devil and he ſtrike hands, and et up theae 

reſt and period. 

Whiles chus this gracious Mother Chriſtina endeavours with her beft care and prayers todi- 
vert her graccleſs Son Maurice from this his intemperate and beaftly fin of Drunkenneſſe , hee 
(as if he were no part of her, but rather a limb of the Dzvil) with a monſtrous and inhumanc 
ingraticude, ſcrs his inventions and brains on the tenterhooks, to cſpic out the occafion & time 
todiſpatch her. When burning with a flaming defire to quench the inſatiable thirſt of his re- 
venge in her blood , he ( taking time and opportunity at advantage )) ſeeing all his Mothers 

lc abroad to gather in the Vintage , the Well open, and the wich a Prayer-book in her 
_ , walking in the Garden next adjoyning , the Devil infuſerh ſuch courage to his heart, 
his hearr ſach cruelty and inbumanity to his reſolutions, that all things ſeemed then to con-= 
ſpire to ſee an end to this his ſo long defired and affcRted buſinefſe of murthering and diſpatch- 
ing his mother , he raking on him the part of a mad-man, whom ir ſeemed ſorrow had ſuddenly 
affli&:d , andgricf diftratcd, he with his hat in his hand, haſtily and furioufy ruſheth into 
the Garden to his Mother , and cries out to her, that there is one of the neig hbours children 
fallen into the Well , which he cefpicd from his chamber window : whereunto (harmleſs good 
woman )ſhe adding bclicfto his falſe and perfidious ſpeeches 3 and (being beyond her felt) af« 
flifted and amazed with this ſudden and ſorrowful news, ſhe throws away her Book, and hand 
in hand wich him ( her ſighs intecrupting her words, and her tcars her fighs ) ſhe (as if pitty 
added wings to her feet) trips away tothe Well,both to ſee this mourntull le,and chit. 
EP know, if it any way lay in her poſlible care to aſliſt, or power to preſerve the ſaid childe 

m death : when bringing her to the Well, he better like a fury, than a man, and rather re- 
ſcmbling a meer D:vil than a ſon , faftneth his left hand on the Well-poſt , and as ſhe looks in« 
tothe profundity thereof, he with his right hand tips and throws her in; and ſo withoutany 
more f amen claps down the cover thereot 3 when rejoicing in his heart that he had ſent her to 
death,becaule ke ſees it now not in.the power of the whole world to ſave her life, He {the better 
to overveil this his impious villany aſcends her chamber, breaks _= her cupboards,truncks,& 
cheſts,takes away mot of her mony& filver plate,which tic youn y hides away for his own be+ 
hoof 8& uſc,$8 ſo (cattereth a few picces of mony, & ſome of her clothes and apparcl in the floor, 
therby ſubtilly to infinuate and intimate to the world, that it were thieves who had robbed and 
drowned his mother; when ſtcaling a horſe out of the ſtable, he gets hiya ous of the back door 
which he leaves open, & from thence rides to his mothers people in the Vineyards; to whom he 
relates he hath been all that morn abroad to take the air,$ is now come to paſs the remainder of 
the day with them,8 to be merry 3 to whichend he ſends for wine from the 8kirts of che town 3 
& ſo they carouſe & frolick it till towards night,% then they return home,where they find both |, 
doors open, his Mother their Miftris wanting, & no creature in the houſe,wheras they much ad- * 
mire,So they ſeck 8 call her in the Occhards & Gardens,but in vain,for they find no news of herz 
when the maids one way,$ he and the men-ſervants another way, ſeek her where ſhe is accuſto» 
med tofrequent; but to no purpoſe;for they can neither ſee nor hear of herzril ar length the mai- 
dens ruſhing into her bed chamberzrhey find her cu cheſts & trunks broken open, ſome 
of her mony and apparel ſtrew*d here and there on the floor; wherat amazed, they cry out at the 
windows,that thieves had been there & robbed cheir Miftris her chefts & trunks: which Maurice 
and the men-ſcrvants of the houſe over-hearing,they aſcend & admire at the fight cherofzneicher 
doth his outward fears,or their inward apprehenfions, ſtop or ftay at the meer loſs of the , 
but they fear the abſence of his Mother, $& their Miftris Chriftina,% are already become jealous of 
her ſafety ,& fearful that the thieves have offred her ſome violence & cruelty. Whereupon lace at 
night,hearing nonews of her, her ſon goes & acquaints the Baylif of Morges,S the reſt of the Cri- 
minal Officers therewith, who of all ſides inquire for her, & make a ſecrer ſcarch in the town, to 
find our the thieves; leaving not a room nor place of the houſe unſought for her 3 bur their 
diligence proves vainzfor they can purchaſe no news of her,much leſs of the thievs. They remain 
in the houſe all night, 8&they all wich ſorrowful & watchful cycs expeRt every minute to hear of 
her.Eight of the clock the next day ftrikes,but as yet ſhe is not ſeen or heard of:Sothey again,in 

eſence of the Baylif ſcarch all places & corners both in the houſc,gardens, orchards, 8 yards; 

t til to noeff:&, when behald the ſacred providence of God,in revealing her to be drown'd in 
the Well, beyond the expeRation ofall that were preſent; for as they are in the midſt of their 
doubts & fears, yeazin the very depth of their reſearch, lo,one of the ſervant maide,named Heſter, 
having that inftant morning taken a nap of an hours ſleep in a chair, ſtarts ſuddenly ud 
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Wee have ſcen this execrable ſon ſo bloody hearted and handed, as with a devilliſh rage, 
, and inhumane and infernal fury, to drown his own dear, and tender Mother ; and with a 
much cruelty as ingratitude, to throw her from the World into a Well , who with many bit- 
ter gripes and torments (to the hazard and peril of her life |) threw him from her womb into 
the world z and the Providence and Juftice of God will not lead the curiofity of the Reader 
far, before we ſee this miſerable miſcreant overtaken with the impetuous ftorm of Gods res 
venge, and the ficry guſts and tempeſts of his juſt indignation for the fame , notwithſtanding 
that his ſubtil malice, and malicious ſubtilty, have fo cunningly contrived, and fo ſecretly 
ated and com it with the Devil, chat no carchly perſon, or ſublunary cyc can any way 
7” 0 convi&thim thereof 5 as mark the ſequel, and it will bricfly and truly inform 
cehow. 

As ſoon as he hath buricd his Mother , his black mourning apparel doth in his heart and 
ations work ſuch poor and weak cfeQts of repentance and ſorrow for her untimely death, as 
where divers others lament and grieve, he contrariwiſe rejoyceth and triumpherh thereat, and 
by her deccaſe being now become Lord and Maſter of all, he like a graccleſs villain, talls a+ 
gain to his old carroufing companions, and vein of drunkenneſs , wherein he takes ſach fins 
uw dclight and glory, as he makes it not onely his paſtime and exerciſe by day, but his pra* 

ice and recreation by night. And as God hath infinite means and waics to ſcourge wed ol 
venge the enormity of our —_— and crimes, fo we ſhall ſhortly ſee for our inftruftion, and 
obſerve for our reformation , that this ungodly and beaftly vice of drankenneffe of his, which 


Is his moſt ſecret boſom and darling fin , will in the end prove a ravenous Vulture to devour , 
and a fatall Serpent to eat out the bowels, firſt of his h and proſperity , and then of his 
life 3 for it not onely takes up his time, bur his ftludy, inſomuch as | may as truly averre tomy 
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grich, as athirm to bis (hamcy -thar he levelleth: at nothing -more ,. than co make it his tcli- 
, which Swiniſh cxceſi and intemperancy, i(as a piiniſhwent. inſeparably incident and ins 
Fo fb hergditary to that {m) doth within ehree- monerhs make him: ſel; away all his Landy, 
yea, and the greateſt. pare of his Plate and | houſholdfiuff;fo: his drunkennes firlt, bur, then 
iefly Gods Juttice and revenge purſuing bis foul! and inbumave crime.of drowning bis, mo- 
ther, makes him of being lefe rich by her, within'a very ſhort tive became vary, extream poor 
and miſcreþle 5; ſo as he runs deoply inco; debts, yea,' his deb are by!thigtimaberome, fo. cx- 
dingly urgent and:clamorousy as'contraty torhja bopes and. ſcars, whendie leaf} drcams there- | 
* he is impriſoned by his Mercer and Draper, for the blacks of his —_ to: both 
whom he b indebted the ſuorof three hundred crowns,! whieh.isfar more than cubes, hispuaſe 
can diſcharge, of his credit'and ſtate now farisfic. ; When abandoned of oobie friends y1 his 
means ſpent and conſumed, and-nothigg lets bim to exerci lence im Peifon, bug deſpair 4. 
gor to comfort him, but the terrors of his bloody and ,gnilty Gon(cience,, He :js <lapr, jtxo, a! 
ſinking Vayltor Dungeon, where (in horror and 'detcſtation of his blagdy, crime) the glo» 
Lamp of, Heaven, . the San, ;diſdaios,to ſend-his tadiant.and gliuering, beams to comfort » 
him z ſoas.he,who was before atcufiomed to fare deliciqully,and, as ic wers,to.(will and drown 
himſclf inthe beſt and moſt curious Wines ,'now be muſt, content. himfelt. only. wich, coarſe. 
bread and water 3-and yet hia miſery is ſo extream, and.tþat-cxcremiry of his ſp miſcrablg,,jas.}. 
he hach bardly.cuough ro maintain and ſuſtainlife ; Bur we ſhall ſee tha ghis fielk aftlichinng, of. 
his, will inftancly be followed and overaken by aſccond....,..,, $A wot 2 robin Low avi nub act? 
Whitſunday being arrived, he pctitioneth his Gaoler (for that day) to have. the liberty, of. 
the yard, and the freedom of. the ayr, which is. granted him , ey night deſcending; rhe. 
airs, again to be pent up in, his obſcure dungeon, his foo lips, and he receives! a. feartull fall!, 
whereof the bone of his right.armis broken in.cwo Forms and having po Chirurgeon go lyok-, 
to ir, ix putrilics and rots, (o as for the preſerving ot his life, he within fifteco days isenforced . 
to have it cut off a liule belowi the ſhoulder z and this was the. very fame hand, and arm, which 
rew bis mother into the Well. A fingulanaft of Gods revenging| Jullice,, and juſt revenge 
wen herein, O that it may be deeply imprinted in our. bearts , and engrayey in our ſouls, , 
that. the Reader hereof, | of what Sex or quality ſacver, jy were nd amazed at the cons, 
ration of \ Afarrice his impiogs fin towards God, apd of, Gods duc and, true revenge and re+ | 
quital chereaf jin his juft Judgement and affliftion towards him. fr 2.1 .:- 
. Bn this is not cnough for Maurice tofuffernor for God tg inflift on, þim for this his bloody 
and inhumanecrime, in nurthering his Mother; nor to ſay,the truth, ie js but the Prologag to: 
the deplorable, yer deſerved puniſhment, which is i y. tcady: to {i 2 and ;befall.- 
him, For to the end, chat the eruth may inform our curiofity,/and ourcurioftyus,, of the Cage; 
teftrophe of this Tragedy,we maſt underftaud, that ic was the pleaſure ang geoyidenes of God; } 
that the breaking and cutting away of Maurice his arm, proved. the breakeneck of his patience... 
and the cting any of. his content and judgement, The devil cauſed hin moft inhiumanely to: 
drown his Morher, the which he might have refuſed to perperrate, but would not 4 and now + 
God in expiation thereof ſends him R for Reaſon, D:ſpair for Comfort, and: Midncls for 
Sobriety, the which be would flic and eſchew, but cannot. He hath committed this-exccrab 
crime beyond the Rules and Laws of Natare 3 and therefore God hath ordained, rhat he (bo 
feel many degrees of puniſhments, and this isnot only the Law, bur che rule of Grace. Ot all 
degrees of aff;Cions, madneſs is the moſt to be piricd, and che worſt tobe cured, (ich it makes : 
a man go far beyond reaſon, and.cherefore to.come far too ſhort of himſelf ; ic is beld by ſome. 
to be a fickne(s of the Liver, of others, an over-fuming of. the blood, and af others Seb. ; 
| a 
fl 


licy of the.brain : Bur in this our cxcorable wretched Maurice, it was the infeftious malad 
his ſoul, which God ſend purpaſc] rpg ly brajos, to be. revenged of his hearr, for ſo.ig 
manly drowning his Mother : for Kf ough bizdiyine Majcfty hath infinice wore ways ro punilh, 
murther, than man bath rocammitr it; yeethat he might make the deteQion of this of wreech- 
ed Maurice as irange as the comploxring and finiſhing thereof was cruelly, ighumane, and in-, 
Humanely crucl, he purpoſely ids it bim4 for although ſince his impriſonmgne,, hunger had. 
ſo taken down bis ſtomack, and quelled bis courage , as his former volubility of ſpecch was 
now reduced 'to a kind of forcowtull and penfive filence 3 yet as ſoon as hig brains and fcnſes 
were poſſe ſed and captivated with this prodigious Lunacy, and outragious phrenfie, then His 
fits wete fo violenc, and that violence ſo implacablc, as his i poi were ſo many fearfull out- 
crizs and howlings, .and his words ſo many,uncouth and unheard-of ravings; fo that whoſo- 
ever either heard or ſaw-him,, he might juftly conceive and affirm, that he- bad thunder in his . 
tongue, and lighining in his cyes: For his crime zaade- his affliction and phrenfic of his fo 
y LE miſcrable, 
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miſcrable, ſo imperuous, as te ſpake nonlenſc pertcHly , and looked rather like a Fury thay ; 
man: yea, his foul conſcience and polluted ſoul rang him ſo many Panick tears 4nd terror gy. 
deſpair, as he was afraid ot a)! rhings,” and angry with himſelf, becauſe he could be no tore 
afraid of bimfeltz $o as that D.ngeon' which could Impriſon. his body, was nor capable t4 


contain his chought*, much Jc(s roimmure his fears ; and in this miſerable 'plighr and perplxiogs 


he remained for the ſpace of rendayvand nights, without any intermiſſion or hope ot remedy; 
which infinitely diſturbed his T—_ at chiefly his Gaoler, whoſe cars bad news 
been accuſtotned 10 hear ſuch difcordant tunes; 'much leſs to be taken up with ſuch diſtaſteful 
and fearfull melody;- oo 00 | 

He acquaints the Common Conti] of the' Town hereof, and importunately folickes them; 
that they will remove his diftrafted priſoner Maurice to ſome more fitter and more tonveniieng 
place : Who remembring what #favrice had beeny and now conlidexing and ſeeing what he is; 
they who lieretofore would ndt be (6 charitable to relieve his poverty, are yet now ſo religis 
onſly'compuſſionatg, # rhey pity his madneſs ; ſo they command/him from a'D.ngeon to 4 
Chamber, from” bl Pallatot firawto a Feather-bed, from his Bread and Warr, 'to whole 
ſom Meats and Broths ; bur all this will nor ſuffice ; 'and to ſhew themſelves not” only good 
men, | but Food Chriſtiane; _ to reftore him to his wits and ſenſes, make yer a further pro» 
gfeflion ih charity. They cauſt him to be conferred with by many good Divines, whio att 
nt only eloquent, bat erfull to perſwade him'to ptay often, and to praftiſe other Chis 
ſtjan dutics and offices 3 bug hjs crycs are ſ6 outragions, and his ravings ſo excragavent, as he js 
as uncapableto reMiſh their reaſont, ' as they are t6 underſtand his rage : When the very imme. 
diate Finger and Providence of God; makes them yer'ſo ſenhible of his unparallePd miſery, az 
they are reſolved bo remove him from his Priſon to an Hoſpital, thereby to take the ben: fic of 
the ayc in the Gardehs, Walks, and Fields, hoping that they 'might prevail wich him , core- 
cal} bis wits, and re-cftabliſh his'ſenſes in their proper ſedts of Underſtanding , and tations of 
Fudgerenti When here, (oh hi:re) 1conjure thee Chriſtian Reader, ro ſtand amazed and 
wonder with me; atthe ſacred and fecret Juſtice of the Lord, expreſſed and demonſtrated in 
this atcident': For as his under Gaoler (by the Magiſtrates command) takes him by the hand, 
with an intent to'condu@ him forth from the Priſon to an Hoſpital, his bloody crime (like (6 
niany Blood-hotnds')purfuing his guilty Confcience and Soul 3 his Thoughts ſo enformed 
his knowledge, and his knowledge fo confirm his belief, that the drowning of his Mother is 
diced, and that they now draw him from his Priſon to the plate of Exccution to! fiff., 
diach'for the fame. Which apprehenſion and fear, God patring into his conceits and heart, 
ri deſpight of his madneſs, he wanting an Accuſer, lo here he himſelf both accuſeth and con» 
demmeth himſelf for the fame. For the very Inge of thar conceic redoubling his fear, as his 
fear did his phrenſic and madnefs,' he in the miidit of thoſe fits, and the height of chat A- 
gony and Anxicty, crics out with a loud voice, I bave drowned my mother in the Well, I hav: 
drowne1 my mother in the Well, God will have me to confeſs it before he ſuffers you tohang me; I 
ſpeak, it on earth, and by my part of Heaven, what I now confeſs is true. Which words no 
ſoonct eſcaped' his tongue, but be inftantly rerurns again to his out-crics of phrenlie and 
madneſs. His Gaolers and the reſt arc amazed at theſe fearfull ſpecches, and bloody confeſſion 
of. hiszz which notwithſtanding that they attribute to madneſs, yet they lead 'him to the Ho- 
ſpital , he ſtill raving and crying as he paſſcth the ftrecte, Bur oh ! Let us here farther, admire 
with wonder, and wonder with admiration, at the providence and mercy of God here again 
miracolouſly made apparent and manifeſted in this ex:crable wretch Maurice, for he who out- 
ragiouſly crycd in his priſon, and licentiouſly raved in the ftrect, isno ſooner entred into the 
Hoſpital, bur the pleaſure of God had fo ordained it, as his madnefs fully fals from him, and 
he abſolately recovereth again his wits and ſenſes, in ſuch firm and ferled manner, as if he had 
never formerly been touched or afflited therewith. 

His Gaolers make _—_ to the Magiſtrates, firſt of his Confeſſion of drowning his Mo 
ther, and chen of his ſudden and miraculotis recovering of his perfe& memory, judgement and 
ſenſes, afſoon as he ſet foot within che Hoſpital : Whereupon they as much aftaniſhed at the 
one, as wondringat the other, do inftantly repair thither to him, and there arraign and accuſe 
him, for that inhumane and bloody Faft of his, whereof his @wn Evidence and Confe(- 
fiin hath now made him guilty. Burthey take him for another , or at leaft, he will not be 
the ſame man : He denies this horrible and bloody Crime of his, with many Oaths and Aſe- 
verations, which they maintain and affirm he hath Confeſſed, ſays, that rhey either heard 2 
D:cam,, or ſawa Viſion , whereof he neither dreamt nor thought of, and that he way ready 
ro loſe all the blood and life of his body , to finde our, and to be revenged of the murtherers of 
his mother. 
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Bat the Magiſtrates are deat ro his Xpol-gy,.aud in conlidering the violence of his madneſs by 
its ſudden abandoning him, as.21ſc his free and unin{orced- cont (lion of Ap BING Nis Mother, 
they conceive that Gods Providence and Juſtice doth tirongly. operate in x deteRion of this 
foul and inhamane Murther 3 and therefore contemning bis r<queits and oachs (in the! vindica» 
tioht of his infiocency ) they cauſe him to berefetched. frog» che Hoſpical'to the Priſon, and 
there adjudge him tothe Rack , when altbough his hearc and ſoul be tercificd and afffighted 
widv his apprehenfion and accufation , yet the Devil is ſo {frong wich him, as.he cannot yec 
find in his hcart to relent , much leſs to repent this foul and jokumwane crinzerof his 3. bur conft- 
dering that he afted it ſo ſecretly, as all the world could nox produce a witnels againſt himſc)f, 
except himſelf,” he vows to be ſo impious and prophane in'þis fortitude and courageas to.dil- 
dain theſe his torments, and to look on them and his Tormentor, with-an eyc-rather of con- 
cempt than fear : Bur God will be as propitious and indulgent to him, as he is rebellious and 
refraftory to God ; for here we (hull ſee both his Conſcience and r:ſolfjons raughr another 
rule, and preſcribed a contrary L2w 3 yea, here we ſhall behold and obſerve in him, that now 
Righteonſneſsſhall triumph over Sin,Grace over Nature, his Soul over his Body, Heaven over Hel, 
and God over Satan; for at the very firſt fight of the Rack, the fight and remembrance of his 
bloody crime makes him ſhake and trembla exxtemdy ,- when his ſoul being iNluminared by the 
reſplendent Sun-beams of Gods mercy,& the foggy miſts of Hcll and Satan expelled & baniſh:d 
thence, he falls to the ground on his rm fic(t beats his breaſt , and then ereffing his eyes and 
hands towards Heaven , he ( with awhole dclnge of rears) again confellcth, that he had 
drowned his Mother inthe Wc! , from and for the which he humbly craveth remiſſion, both 
from Earth and Heaven. 

And although there be no doubt but God will forgive his ſoul for this his foul Murther , yet 
the Magiſtrates of Morges,who have gravity in their looks, R-ligion in their hearts and ſpeeches, 
and Juſtice in their ations, will not pardon his budy 3 fo in dereſtation of rhis his teartull 
crime, and inhumane paricide , they inthe morning condemrr him , that very afternoon to be 
hanged. At the pronouncing of which ſentence, as he hath reaſon to approve the cquity of 
their Juſtice in condemning him co dye, ſo ke cannot refrain from grieving at the ſtrifineſs of 
the rime which they allot him for his preparation to death. But as ſoox as we forſake the devil, 
we make our peace with God, ws. 

All Morges and Loſanne rings of chiſmgal and Tcagicalnews, and indeteſtation of this 
mournful, inhumane, and bloody crime of ver execrable, Maurice, they flock from all parts and 
m_ to = place of cx:cation, to ſFe-him/cxpiate by his death, and fo ro-cake his laſt farc- 

{ of this ite. # © ku $4'V 2x, : 

The Divincs, who are given him for fortifying and4ſſiting, his ſoul.in. this her flight and 
tranſmigration from Earth to.Hcaven, bave. xcligiouſly prevailed with bim, ſo as they make him 
ſce the foulneſs of his crime; in the ſharpneſs of his contricion and repentance for the ſame; yea, 
he is becom? ſo humble, and withall ſo forrowfal, for this bloody and degenerate off:nce, as I 
know not whether he think rh-reof with ingre grief, 0c.cem:inber jr, wich derefſtation and re- 
pentance. Art his aſcending the Ladder, moſt of his Sp:ftatory cannot refrain from weeping, and 
the very light of their tears proves the Argument of his 3, as hisremetnbrance of murthering his 
Mather, was the cauſe. «. ©. . 

Hz tels them he grieves at his very ſol, for the foulneſs of his faft in giving his Mother her 
death, of whom he had received his lifes, He affirms that drunkennefſe was not only the root , 
but the cauſe of chis bis beggary and miſery, of his crime and puniſhment, and of his deboſhed 
life, and deſerved death, from which with a world of ſighs and tears he ſecks and endeavours 
to divert all thoſe who aff:& and praQtice that beaſtly Vice. He declares,that his Mother was too 
virtuous ſo ſoon to go our of the world, and himſelf too vicious ( and withall coo crpel ) any 
longer to live in it 5 that the fins of his life had deſerved this his ſhameful death z and although 
he could not prevent the laſt, yer thar he heartily and ſorrotvſully repented the firſt. He prayed 
God to bz mercitull co his ſoul, and then beſought the world ro pray unto God for that mercy; 
when ſpeaking a few words to himſelf, and ſcaling them with many tears and farsfetched fighs, 
he laffly bids the world farcwel, when cnvicing the Executioner to do his Office , he is turned 
over. 

And ſuch was the vicious life, and deſerved death of this Execrable Son, and bloody villain 
Maurice :. wherein | muſt confeſs, that although his end were ſhameful and ſharp; yer, it was 
by far too too raild for the foulneſs of his crime,in ſo cruclly murthering his dear mother Chri- 
ftiaz , whom the Laws both of Nature and Grace commanded him to preſerve and cheriſh. 
Yeazlet all Sons and Daughters of all ages and ranks whatſoever look on this bloody and difafte= 
rous {xample of his, with fear ; and fear to commir whe like ” the fight of his CEN * 
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RIUMPHS 


TO THE 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 


HILIP. 


EARL OF 


PEMBROKE AND MONTGOMERY 


Lord Chamberlain to the KING, one of His Majeſties ng 
Honourable Privy Council, and Knight of the moſt 
Noble Order of the Garter, 


KIGHT HONOURABLE, 
| Aving formerly dedicated the Third Book of theſs 
ESE CD IB my Tragical Hiſtories (of Gods Revenge againſt 
WAVES ILY | Murther) to your Incomparable Lord and Brother, 
William Earl of Pembroke(who nowlives with 
God) I therefore held my ſelf bound ( by the double 
(1 obligation of my duty and your own generous merit?) 
Sr73=2hll likewiſe to preſent this Fourth Book. to your Prote- 
OI GCion and Patronage, becauſe as England, ſo Eus« 
rope perfectly knows that you are 95 true an beir to bis Vertues,as to bis For- 
tunes, aud to bis Goodneſs, as to his greatneſs, and that therefore it 


properly be ſaid be 1s not dead, becauſe they ( as well as himſelf) do $til ſur- 


vive and live in you, with equal luſtre and glory, as having made either 4 
bappy Metamorphoſes, or a bleſſed Tranſmigration into your Noble breaſt and 
reſolutions: and therefore as it was my ſincere reſpe&s and zeal to bis Honour 
that then drew me to that ambition ; ſo it is entirely the ſame which hath 
now both invited and induced me to this preſumption to your Lordſhip , ha- 
ving no other end or obje& in this my Dedication, but that this Book of nume 
having the honour to be countenanced by ſo great a perſonage, and the clicty 
to be proteFed by ſo honourable a Mzcenas , may therefore encounter the 
UV 4 more 
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more ſafely with the various bumoursit ſhall meet with, and abids more ſe. 
carely the different cenſures of this our too faſtidions age. | 

How theſe Hiſtories ( or the gemorable accidents which they contain and 
relate ) will reliſh with your BE. hips palate or judgement, I know nat; 
Only becauſe you are a Noble Son of Gods C burch, and an excellent Servan 
to your Princeand Country, I therefore rather hope than preſume, that you 


| Honour will at leaſt be pleaſed to ſee, if not delight to know and conſider, 


bow the Trimpphs of Gods Revenge and puniſhments doth herein ſecretly 
and providently meet with this crying and ſcarlet ſun of premeditated 
Murther,and with the bloudy and inbumane Perpetrators thereof, who here. 
by (as ſo many mercileſs Butchers, and prodigious Monſter s of Mankind )ds 
uſtly make themſelves odrous to Men, and execrable.ts God and bis Angely, 

God hath(deſervedly ) honour:d your Lordſhip with the favour of two 
great Earthly Kings your Soveraigns, as firſt of our royal King James, the 
Father, and now of our preſent moſt Renowed King Charls his Son,and ye 
this external honour and favour of theirs is no way ſo glorious to you, as that 
(mangre the reigning vices of the world) you ſerve the trne Godof Heaven, 
in purity of your heart, and fear and adore him in the integrity of your ſoul, 
And to repreſent you with naked Truth, and not with Eloquence or Aduls. 
tion, This Heavenly Piety of yours | beleewve is the prime reaſon, and tru 
Eſſentzal cauſe of all this your earthly Honour, and ſublunary Greatneſs, & 
that this is it likewiſe which doth ſo rejoice your heart, and inlich and re- 
pleniſh your Houſe with ſo numerous and noble an Iſſue, of hopeful and flow 
riſbing Children, who ( as ſo many Olive-branches of Virtue, and Syenti 
and Plants of Honour ) doe both environ your Bed, and ſurround your Ta 
ble, and who promiſe noleſs,than futurely to magnifie the blood , and to per 
petuate and immortalize the Illuſtrious Name and Family of the Herberts 
to all Poſterity. 

Go on reſolutely and conſtantly (Noble Lord ) in your religious Pietyta 
God, and in your caudid and unſtained Fidelity to your Prince and Coun 
try, that your life may triumph o'r your death, and your Virtues contendta 
ont-ſhine your Fortunes, and that hereafter God (of his beſt favour and mer- 
cy } may make you as bleſſed and as glorious « Saint in Heawen, as now you 
are apreat Peer and Noble Pillar here on Earth; which none ſhall pray fot 
mw more true zeal, or deſire or wiſb with more real and unfeigned affe&i- 
on, thar | 


Tour Hononrs devoted 


and moſt humble Servant, 


JOHN REYNOLDS. 


Gods revenge againſt the Crying and Ex- 
ecrable Sinne of Murther. 


HISTORY XVL- 


Haiaques cauſeth bis ſon Don luan to merry Marfillia; andthen commits Adultery and Inceſt with 
her : cape. Fetter is Low ldlogac to poyſon bis own old wife Honoria 3 and bkewiſe 
_ makes her own brother Dc Perez to kill ber Ch ,meid Machurina; Don luan efterwer kits 
D-Percz in o Duel: Mucfillia bath ber brains daſht out by - « borſe, end ber body is * arr 
|  jraghy to be burnt : 1diaquics is bebeaded, bis body likgwiſe-conſumed to aſhes, and intd 
_ 386 Gas 


; Er Malice, be never fo ſccrztly contrived, and the {hedding of Innacene blood nevet {o, 
wreechedly perpetrated , yer as our Conſcience is to us a thouſand witnefles, ſo God isto us 

a thouſand Conſcience, firſt to bring it to light, and then their Authors to deſerved punilh- 
ments for the ſame, when they leaſt dream or think cheteof. For as there is no peace to the wick» 
ed, ſo they (hull find no p:ace or _—_—y here on carth, cicher with God op bis creatures. 
becauſc if they would conceal it, yer the very Fowles of the air, yca 5 the tones, and timbets of 
their chambers will dercR ir : For the Earth or Air will give hem no breath por belngabur they 
ſhall hang between both , becauſe by theſe their foul and Jeplorable fats, they haveraa che | 
ſelves unworthy of cicher. A powerful example, and a pittifull precedent, whereof we 
behold in this eaſuing Hiſtory, where ſome wretched mifcreanes and graceleſs creatures making 
themſclves guilty of thoſe bloody crimes (by the immediate Revenge and Juffice of God) res 
ceived cxcmplary, and condign puniſhments for the ſaine : May we read it to Gods glory; to 
thocomfort of our hearts, and the inftruftion of oar ſouls. oa © 54 


In che City of Sorterem , which (by.craft of time, and corrtiptivn of ſpeech ) ſome term 
Saint Arengand which (afrct Lisbon) is one of the richeſt and beſ pcople of. Portugal; on | 
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divelta Grritteman'et ſome fifty five yer ot, movty aſeended;, and of a Frear c Jatc 2nd 


means, named Don Sebaſtien Idiaques, whoſe wife ard Lady being aged, of well near filty yea 
was termed Dona Honoria, and well ſhe deſerved that konourable name, for all ſorts of virmg) 
and honours made her youth famnus, 'and her age glorious to all Portygal and Spain, 

had lived rogether in the bonds of Matrimony almoſt thirty years , with much honour, con: 
tene and felicity, and for the fruits gf. their aff:&ion and mariage, they had two ſons and four 
daughtcrsz bur God in his pleaſure & Providence (for ſome reſerved reaſons beſt known to hig 


| All Divine Majeſty) took —_— to Heaven all their Daughters, and orie of their Song, 


ſda xnow they have left them but one Son , named Don Inany a-gallant young Gentleman, of 
ſome twenty five ears old , of diſpofition brave'and generous), .who after his firſt youthfall 
edtcation under his Fathey , bad hischicf breeding under th Hike of Braganzz, to whom 
he was firfta Page and then a & tleman retaining to him, whom ( in regard of the death 
of his Brother and Siſters ) his Father called home unco him , tobe his comfort and confolati. 
ons  and- the propand ſtay of his age , as alſo of the Lady his Mother, who had formerly ated 


- a great. part in. & and a mournſull one in ſorrow for the death of her children; and indeed 


. 
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Don » this ſogof theirs, for all regards of Conriſhipy” was held to be acompleat Gallant, 
and ofthe prime Gavaliers of Portugall.  .., 208 

Asfor Idjaques gbe Father, though in all the cotirſe and propreſs'of his life; and in all the 
lif: and conduQtion of his ations, he bewrayed many morall and generous vertucs , yet as ons 
diſcordark ſtring marrs thc hacmony of the beſt- cuned Inſtrument , and the concent of the ſee 
eſt m:lody and mulick-z and as one foul Vice isnaturally ſubj:&; and fatally incident to ec- 
clipſc and drown many rich and fair vertnes , fo (in this his old age ,' when time had honow 
red him with white hairs ) he deboſhed himſelf fo much, and fo ſortiſhly facrified his ir- 

ularaff.ions to heart-killing concupiſence, and his cx orbirant deſire to foul: deſtroying 
Sdatery, that he very often made himfſclfa falſe and inconſtant Husband co his-wife, and a true, 
yea, too true a friend to Curtifans and S:rumpets. His vertuous Lady\Honoria extre 
gricvcs hercat, that now in his later years he ſhould thus laſeiviouſly forget himfelf, both -w- 
wards her , and towards God. She uſcth all perſwaſions, prayers and tears, to diſwade 
and divert him from it , bur ſeeing tharcall proves vain , and that he rather proves worſe than 
better thercat, herdiſcretion makes her brook it with as much patience as ſhe can , and thi 
fore ſhz ſcems not toſee , or know that whereof (to her grief and diſcontent) ſhe cannot be 
ignorant, Buſhes Fqmes an gegident.which-willheced boch of them, andjcheit Son Don Is 
anguliey UL r- l 4.73 pune _ ſ: £ Y : 

Som: fix leagues from Sazt | 3 wopgerjull fair young Gentlewoman being a Widdow 
aged but of twenty ewo Way) 1115 dope rr Bfended, but by her late deceaſed 
Husband left but ſmall means, yet ſh: bears out her port bravely, and maintains her (clf high- 
ly and gallantly ; and indeed (he is the prime youbg /Ladyf#or beauty in all thoſe parts ; Now 
the baſe Ambaſſadors , and Emifſarics of 1d2qugs his beaſtly and obſczae Juſt ( the truc Vipen 
an Cankers of Conimonwezls? glve him tiotice of her , and of her fingular beauty , aswell 
foreſecing ahd knowing rhatir would be ſweet and pleafing news unto him; He vifirs and coury 
he#, but as young as ſh: fs ſhe 7 him off witch ey refuſals, and m'vertuous and mv- 
IN Warns checks his age for t1i3 his laſcivions ſire and morion to her : Bar be is a confrant 
in his aff:Aion 'tb her , as ſhe is difdainfull to him ; for his heart is fo infnarett and nth 
in the fetters of her freſh and delicate beauty , that although ſherefuſe him , yer he wil{not 
ſake her 5 but afcer many purſutes and viſits , ſh: at laſt well perceiving that he Joved hee -x 
de and dearly , and thacheftili'tnoft em pl frequented her houle and cy TL, 
as afabrill.and curming young Gzntlewoman, tcls him plainly and privatly, char fff? will 


quaint him with a fecret of het heart, and a requeſt of hee mind and aff:Rion, which if h-will 
cauſe to be perforined, ſh: then vowts ſhe will for ever b=.at his diſpoſing aud command. 121g 
gies thi ing thar ſh> will crave ſome money of him, or ſome” yearly p:nlion or anauicy, te 
conſtantly promifeth'to grant and perform her requ-ſt ; ſb ſhe(taking time ar advantage Jin 
firſt ſweaping him to Ferpe, pC ith many ſmiles and bluſhzs') (hz tells him , char it < 
bethiok $0 enjoy her love and her fclf,, he muſt ife the means ro marry his Son Dor 11.97 to het 
whic being cf: , ſh: wich much pretended' ſh:w of piety and aff:&ion, religiouſly ſwean 
eo him, that [hs will vever have the power or will to deny him any rhing , bar 'thar his r<quef 
{ball bz to her as ſo many commands, and ( bur wy himſelf) if his Son Don Tuan be 
xr Husband , ſh: wich many imprecations and affeverations ſwears , that (h: wilt 
crifice her beſt bloud and life , rather than diftain his bed, 6r off:r him” the leaſt ſhadow 
of .any _.. ſcanda]l or diſhonour whatſoever. T4iaques_ wondreth with admiration » 
and 2dmires with wonder. at this her ftrange Propoſition , the which he findes' (o 
knatty and intricate , as tneafuring Grace by Nature , his judgemerit by his _ 
: a 
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and Concupiſcence, and his Sout by his Afﬀ:tione, he knows not what to fay-or do herein 3 fo 
he anſwereth het with more'lovethan wiſdom, and for that tirne leaves her in peneral rerame. 
He goes hone, walks penfively in his Gartev, and there conſtilts Pro and Con on this buſineſs ; 
fin be would preſerve his ſons honour, ad keep the honour of his bed immaculate; but then 
the fweer Roſes and Lillies of Arfillia's youth and beauty a& wonders in his heart; and bears 
down all other reaſons and confiderations b-fore ir : He vitics bet again and again, but he finds 
her inviolably conftanr in her-former reſolution. All che tayour and courtche which he can 
gain from her, arc'a few extorted kifſee, which ſo inflame and ſet on fire his aged heart and 

hians, as at laſt like a gracelefs Farher,. he faithfully promiſeth her to uſe his beſt Art and 
Power to his ſon to marry her. To which end he takes hith aſide, and in the ſofteſt 
and ſwecreft rearms be can deviſe, paints out Marſillia's praiſes and vertues to him in the pu- 
ef atid tareft colours, adding withal, that although ſh: bz not exceeding rich, yet that ber 
ſonape is ſo ex4/Hfite, and her perfeCtionsſo cxcellentz as that ſhe every way meriterh to be 
wifc to a Prince. "Dix Fuan {by whar fatd] Forcunc 1know not) reliſh:th this motion of his 
Facher, ro ſeek the L1 Marfill;e for his wife, wich mach delighc and joy, and far the more 
and the (ſooner, if regard he (in divers Companics) hath formerly heard 'the fame of her 
beauty cXtolled, and che glories of her Vertues advanced to the Skie 4 ſo he takes tire of his 
father to conlider hereof, and rides over ſometimes wich him to Saint E/Hexe to viſic her; H- 
Fnds her wonderfull fair and braurcifull, and wonderfull coy ; of a very ſweet and Majeſtical car- 
riape, and of adelicate and curjous ſpeech,fit baits ro enſnare the hearr, and to berray the judge- 
ment of a more ſolid und:rſtanding than that of Dex Fun. She afts her part as wiſely as he 
| York amorouſly and paſſionately ; For the more {iz makes ſh:w to retire and conceal her aff:&i- 
on from him, rhe-nore h= is provoked to advance and diſcover his to her 3 but he caunor be fo 
mach enamourcd of Her beauty, asſh: is wich tlic great Eftatc of Lands and Drmains whereunto 
God and his Father have mad: him heir, , 

Whiles thus the father privately ,and the ſon publikely are ſecking ro mike Marſillia his wife, 
the old Lady Hoxoriz the mother, by many ſtrong reaſons ſceks to divert hiim from her. Sie 
hath perfe& notice,of her busbands cog and often frequznting of Marſillia's houſe and compa» 
iy, and therefore fearing thie vanity of his age, #d doubting the frailty of her youth and chi. 

her jealoufic and Judgment ar laſt finds out and concludes, thar his familiarity with her is 
far greater than honour can warrant, or honefty allow of Upon which foundation ſhe in her 
diſcontented looks and filence, bewrays unto her fon Dox nan, her conſtant and reſolute averſ- 
nefs from him to marry her, the which ſh: p:remprocily and r:ligiouſly forbids him upon her 
| blefling, adding withal, that if he marry her, chzre will infallibly more miſcries and calami- 
tiesattend chelr nupeials, than as yet it tspofſible for bim either co know or conceive ; the which 
ſh: prays himto read in her logks and ſilence , to remember it when he ſees her not, and to rake 
it wthecrueſt adviſe, and ſccareſt Counſelof a dear Mother to her only Son. Don Inanru- 
minates on heſe ſpeeches and adviſe of his Mother, as if there were ſome deep abſtruſe myſte= 
rie of ambiguous Ocacle containzd and hidden therein, the which becauſe he hath equal rea» 
fon as well to fear char'this march of his with Marſi/liz may prbve faral, as to hope and believe 
that it qzay prove fortunate, he makes a ſtand therear, as vowing to proceed therein with adviſe= 
nen*, and not with temerity and precypied 3 and'ſo forbears for a moneth or two to vilic 
her : But the more the Son flies off in iis aff tion from Marfilis, the more doth ſh: do the like 
from his ſather in req ical, whercat he grieves with diſcontent, and ſhe ſeems to bite her 11 
with ſorrow. Tiaques chargeth his ſon to tell him from whence this his ſudden ftrang 
and unkindneſs towards Marfillia proc:edeth ; the which he anfwers with a niodeft cxcuſe, as 
favouring more of diſcretion than diſobedience, but yet wholly concealeth his Mothers 
counſel and adviſc to him from his Fath:r, the which norwkhſtanding he vehemently ſulſpeRt- 
eh it procceds from her and her Jealoufiz. Marſiltia is enraged to ſee her ſelfdeprived of Doy 
Iver, whom in her ambitious thoughts, hopes, and. wiſhes ſh: had already made her Huſ- 
band ; and howſocver I4ques his Father ſceks t6 conceal and palliate this bufineſs towards 
her, yet ſhi: believes itis his fault , and not his Sons. She lays it to bis charge, and knining 
ber brows, ſh: canjurcth him to tell her from, whence, his . Sannes unkindneſs to her pro, 
ceeds ; He tells her , he 1s confident , that it is bis old Mother who og pckn gy him fron 
her, whercat ſhe is cxceedingly enraged 3 When ſeelng this old Letcher fo open; and 
in with her , ſh: ſoothing him up with, many kiffes, tells him, that this old 
is wife muſt firſt be in heaven, before he can hope to enjoy her, or ſhe bis Son here on, 
when ( bcing allared and provoked by the treacherous: ſuggeſtions 'and hloody x: | 
ens of the D:vil ) ſh: proffcrs him to viſit her, and to poyldn her, . which he 
and contradifteth 3 and contfary to all reaſorr and ſenſe ; and 'repupnant t6 al! Hi 
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and GChrittianity, yea,  to-Nature and Graces (ava TI for the D;yily chan for 
good old Ladek his if) be undertakes and promiſerh ber peodlily to,pcrtorm ir himſelf? 
the devil is now fo ſtrong with him, and be wich the devil, that becauſc/he loves Mar 
therefore be muſt hate his own dear. wifc, and vertuons Lady Honoria, and becauſc he hates, 
therefore he muſt poyſon her 3a Iewd part of a man, a fouler one of a, Chriſtian, bur a p 


: God beforchis eyes, and re 
Strumpet, he will ſend this good blood z OY 


- 


manner thereof he knows not, and indeed doth no way in the world cither, doubr or 
thereof. alt | —_ 
' His Father 14;aques makes a. counterfeit ſhew of ſorrow and. mourning to the world," 
the death of his wife, but Godin his duc time will unmagk this his wretched hypocrific , ad 
deteR and revenge this hisex:crable and deplorable murther, Now affoon as Marpliis is ad 
vertiſed of the Lady Honoria's death, ſhe not able to contain her Joyes, doth infinitely triug 
ber burial, Idiaques and Marfillia work ſopy 


thercat, and within leſs than two moneths after hi | 
licickly with Dox Fuen, as he marries Marſilla, Ry adviſe to him in the 

den, do till run in his mind and thoughts; and now he home his luſtfull Spouſe and Wh 
to his lewd and laſcivious Fathers houſe at Sentarem , where (1 write with horror and 

he moſt beaſtly and inhumanly very often commits Adultery and Inceſt with her, and oy | 
fo cole thr She Gyro 90, Tap on ht a powice ling reals of 
now llia governcth ar 'yea her inco with her dis | 
ber RC dacicnand dent, as ſhe commands. not qnly. his houſe , bur himſelf * and & 
minecrs moſt proudly and imperiouſly over all his Servants. Her waiting-maid Adathburin 
obſcrves and takes exat and curious natice, of her Ladies luftfull, and unlawfull famifs 


ity wich hcr Father in Law 1diaques, the which underſtanding,ſhe extreamly beam 
die kethe ms: antiaice mile ber lack make] lnberChondes, end deviate abore ©- 


hair, although this poor young Gentlewoman, with a world of tcars and prayers, wa. 
hee eanchad ſer forth b derefting of Crimes, and puniſtin 
_ God hath many waysand means to fct isglory, in of Crimes, and puni 
of offenders, yea he is now Oe omg maideng diſcontent and chole 
Agploſt her incenſed Lady and Miſtris, for yay hall fe ber pay ear for ls Gogh ap eyrandie 
'of hers towards her ; for Mathwrine, Rela nano birth, ſhe takes thoſe blow: ad 
. Mohbeg Antoohos heb nm- lodgeth it ſo deeply in her beart and memory, # 
ſhe vows her pts, of Irequite part of that her crucley & amy ie bh Whin 
"upon. with more haſte than diſcretion, and with more malice —_ in her ba 
blood þ goes to Don. Fuan, her young Maſter, tcls him of this foul bufincſs betwixt his 
and old Father, ro the cand ſhame of nature ; ,and makes him ſee and noe 
"own dilhonour , in cheir bruciſh and beaftly Adultery and Inceſt, Don Fuqv cxtreanh 
fricves hereat, yea he is both-amazcd and aſtoniſhed at the report of this unnatural crime u 
well of his young wiſc conged Father. He cannot refrain from choler and teary.hereat, tot 
biorſclf rhus infinicely abuſcd by her beauty, and betrayed by bis luſt; and if ic þe a beaftly,ye 
ophane for one man, and friend to offer jt to another, how much moxe for a Fathzrto 
offcr it to-bis 0wn,yea to his qnly Son ? He expeftzd more 


wit the report, and inflamed wich the conſideration and memory hereof, that he abhors bet 
ity, «od ig by heart and foul dereſterh his inhumaity z. ſo as the knowledge hereof doth 
{6 jt  Incepſe him againſt r, and cxaſperate him(lf & him, thac reſolving 
right his oy hooogr's as much as they have blemiſhed ruined ic, and therein 
'$wit, Hefcorns tobe an cyer Wicneſs, much leſs an accefſary of this his ſhame and their b 
fan. he os by image =-oleu. rnyiare conſultation with himſelf » bow 
Oleg 9 Que Reon. gud diſbonturtble accideve 3 fien pertaining 20d Godly 
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Hit. XVI. Don Juan and Marfillia, 129 


thac boch bys wite and Faihcr;, had by this cherr beattly Adultery and Jacett, made themſclves 
for ever unworthy of his fighe and company ; he here for ever diſdaining henceforth to ſee her, 
or ſpeak with him, very ſuddenly (upon a ſ:cond conference, and examination ot AMathurina, 
who ſtood firmly and vertuauſly to her former depofition and accuſition againſt them ) rakes 
horſe and rides away from Santarem to Li:boxe, where providing himſelf of monyes and other 
neceſſarics , he takes poaſt for Spain , and there builds up his rcfidence and ſtay at the Court 
at Madrid, where we will for a while leave him to ſpeak of other accidents which fall out in the 
courſe of this Hiftory. 

Idiaques ſeeing the ſudden departure of his Son, and Marjilie of her Husband, Don Tran,and 

ing both affured that he had ſome ſecret notice and intelligence of their laſcivious dalliances 
and aff: ion, he exceedingly grieves, and ſhe extreamly ſtorms thereat, becauſe they know that 
this foul ſcandall will wholly refle& and fall upon chem 3 and now by this his ſudden aud dif- 
contented departure from them, will be made notorio 18 and apparent co all the world, But 
how to remedy it they know not, becauſe he hath neither ſignified him where he is gone , nor 
when he will return;z the which the more bewrayeth his ſmall reſpc& , and diſcovereth his 
implacable diſpleaſure cowards them. Bur as there is no malice and revenge to that of a Wo- 
man, ſo Marſillia alluring her (clt that it was her Maid Marhurine who (to the prejudice and 
ſcandall of her Honour) had unlock:d this myſtery to her Husband Don 1nan , (de enters into 
fo furious a rage, and ſo ourragious a fury agaiuſt her, as ſhe provides her ſcltof Rods, and 
intends the next morn c*re {he be ſtirring out of her bed, to wreak her ficrce anger and indig- 
nation upon her. Bur this ſharp aud ſevere reſolution of her, isnor ſo cloſely carried by her, 
but Muthurine bath peric& norice thereof , and to prevent this intend: d corretion and cruel- 
ty of her incenſed Lady and Mittris , (he the night before rakes horſe, and fo rides home to 
the Town of Saint Savisurs to her Father 3 and there, from point to point relateth him all 
ou had paſt bet wixt her Lady and her (clf, and berwix: her Husband, her ſelf , and her Fa 

in Law; and that now diſdaining any more to ſerve her as her body , ſo her tongue is at 

z for ſhe is not , and ſhe will not be ſparing to publith her Miſtris, and her Father in 

Law's ſhamefull familiaricy and adultery togecher. Bur this indiſcretion, and licentious folly 
of her congue will coſt ber far dearer than ſh: thinks of , or expeCterh. 

For her late Lady and Miſtris Marſilliay being now perfcftly certified of Mathurina's infidelity 
and tr:achery towards her inthe point of her diſhonour and ſhame, ſhe (ro falve up her reputa» 
tion, and to provid for the fame) will not wholly rely upon her own judgment and diſcretion 
herein, but refolves to acquaint Don Alonſo De Perez, her own only Brother herewith, and to 
crave hisayd and aſliftance, as alſo his advice, berwixt whom and her ſelfthere was fo ftrit 
aleague and Sympathy of aff:Rion , that (if reports be truc)l write it to their ſhame, and mine 
own ſorrow , it exceeded the bounds of Nature and Honcur, and of Mcdefty and Chaſtiryz 
only the preſumpeion hereof is great and pregnant; for if there had not been ſome extraordi- 
nary tyes and obligations berwixt them, it is rather to be believed than daubred , that for her 
fake and ſervice, he would never have ſo freely expoſed himſelf ro ſuch eminent fears and dan» 
gers , as we ſhall immediatly fee him doz and although (of honour and difpoficion ) he were 
brave and generons , yet believe he would not have nndertaken it. For the Reader muſt un» 
derftand,that to this Brother of hers, Don Perez, Marfillia ſpeedily acquaint the infidelicy and 
treachery of h:r Maid Mazthurina's tongue againſt her Fame and Honour, which had fo untor- 
tanatly occafioned her Husbands , Don Fuans , diſcomted departure from her. She proteft:th 
moſt ſeriouſly and deeply to him of her and her Father in Law 14:aqnes innocency in this pre- 
tended crime and (candall; Tels him,that Mathurine is the only author and reporter thereof, 
and therfore till that baſe and lewd tongue of hers be eternally topped and filenced,ſhe thall ne» 
ver enjoy any true content to her heart, or pzace to her thoughts and mind, heart cicher in this 
world,or this lif- : When his aff:&tion to her'makes him to yield ſuch confidence to her ſpeeches , 
vows, and complaints, that he holds thzm to be as erue as Scripturez yea, and the undoubt-d 
O:acles of Truth and Innoceacy ; when to pleaſe and fatisfie her, he bids her he of good chear 
and comfort, and that he will ſp::dily rake ſuch order that Mathurina*s ſcandalous tongue (hal 
not long eclipſe her fame, or any further blemiſh the luſtre of her reputation : When this baſe 
and bloody Gentleman, De Perez, to make good this his promiſe to his execrable Siſter, he ſc- 
cretly rides over to St. Saviours, and there bynight wayring near h-r Fathers door , when Ma- 
thurine would chance to ifſu: forth, he in adark night eſpying her (without any more ceremo« 
ny or farther expoſtulation) runnes her thocow the body two ſeverall times, — 
haemlefſ: innocent ſonl ſh: talls down dead ro his fect withone once ſpeaking or crying. - Sv De 
Perez, (ceing herdifpacch:d , he prefently cakes horſe (which his man there led by bim ) and 
poaſts away to Sentarens , being neither ſeen nor AAS 2 And thus this bloody _ 
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moſtdeplorably embrued his guilty hands in the innocent blood'of this vertuous young Gen 


woman, who never off.nd:d him in thought word, or decd in all her life; and albeit thathy 


Father Signeor Fedro de Caſtello makes curious enquiry and reſcarch for the Murtherer 


of 


Daughrar, yet De P-1ez (mounted at advantage) hath recovered Saxtarem in ſafety. Bur Gy 
will due time find him out to his ſhame and contuftonz yea, and then whien his ſecurity a 


courage little dreams thereof. 


As ſoon as he comes to Santarew, he acquaints kis Siſter Marſi/liz of his diſpatching, 


Mathurina, who is infinitly glad thereof, and ex:remly thankfull ro him for the ſame, and noy 
her malice and revenge looks wholly on her Husband Dox Juan, for offering her this unkiy 
and ſcandalous indignity of his departure, and for tacicly taxing and condenining her of incoy, 

Ce iceſtuous ſoul and conſcieng 


tinency with his Father Idiaques, which her adultcrous 


doth inwardly ' confeſs acknowledge , though the perfi iouſnels and hypocrific of her (al 
tongue do publikely deny it ; yea, with her beſt art and policy, and with her ſweeteſt ſmily 


and kifſ:s, ſh: hath by this time ſo exaſperated this her bloody Brother againſt him, that oueg 


his vanity and folly Jhe prophanely vows unto God, and (criouſly proteſts and ſwears unto 

That if he knew where he were(for the vindication of her honour and innocency,would rid: 
him and fight with him, except he would reſolve to give him and her ſome valuable reparatig 
and honourable fatisfaftion to the contrary, which he ſcals and confirms to her with mary; 
morons ſ{mmilcs, andlaſcivious kifſcs, But as we are commonly never nearer danger than wha 
we think our ſelves fartheſt from ir: So God being as ſecret in his decrees y asfacred in his mn. 
ſolutions, we ſhall ſhortly ſee De Perez to verific and confirm it in himſelf 3 for as in the hex 
of this hi$ ſottiſh affeQion to his fiſter, he is ready to fight wich her Husband Don Fuan , iſk 


knew where he was ; Io the news of his reſidence in Madrid, when he leaſt thinks thereof, 


1% ac+ 


cidentally brought him by a Servant of his own whom he purpoſely ſends to Santarem wit 


theſe two enſuing Letters , The one ſent and dircAcd from him to his Father, the other to hy 


wife Mexſillis. That to his Father ſpake thus, 


DON JUAN to IDIAQUES. 


VV/Z there no other woman of the whole world for you to abuſe but my Wiſe , and was yur 
faith ſo weak with God, or you ſoſftrong with the Devill , that you muſt therefore mak 
ber your Strumpet, becauſe ſhe was my Wife ? If Nature would not inform you that Lam yu 
Sen, yet you are my Father , and it ſhould have taught you to have been more uaturall tome, 
more honourable to the world, more reſpedtſull to your ſelf , and more religious to God, and not to haw 
made your ſelf uily of theſe foul crimes of Adultery and Inceſt with her, ths leaſt whereof is ſo ods 

= teſtable to men, that I want tearms, n0t tears to expreſs it. For kereby s 
youbave made my ſhame infinite, ſo lkewiſe you have made your own infamy eternall, the conſiane 
tion whereof gives me ſo much grief, and the remembrance ſorrow, that holding you for ever unwath 
of my ſight , and ſhe of niy company, I have therefore left Portugall for Spain, and forſaken Sar 
tarem, tolive and die bere in Madrid. Aud when hereafter God ſhall be ſo mercifnll toyour ſoul u 
let you ſee that the Winter of your age makes you fitfer for your Grave than for my bed, and for yon 
winding-ſheet » than for my Wife, you will then bold this reſolution and proceeding of mine towards 
you as honourable, as this your crime to me is unnaturall , the which if you benceforth redeem ut 
with an Ocean of bitter tears , and a world of repentaut and religious Prayers to God, I rather fea 


ous to God, and ſo 


than doubt , that his divize Majeſty will make you as miſerable, as you bave made me unfortunate. 


DON JUAN, 


- 


His Letter to his Wife ſpake this language. 


DON JUAN tw MARSILLIA. 


*a 
{4 * 


'V Hat Devill poſſeſied thy heart with luſt , and thy ſoul with impiety, to make thee violdt 
VV thy vow which thou gaveſt me in marriage , by committing thoſe dawnable fins of 4- 
'-dnitery a1 Inceſt with my natural Father , And if the confideration that 1 was thy Husband 
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Adultery and Inceſt with my naturall Father : And if the conſideration that I was thy Husband 
could not in Grace deterr thee from it, yet (me thinks the remembrance that he was my Father ſho 11 
in Nature have made thee both to abhorr and deteft it. And although my tend.r affeCion to thee,and 
filiall obedience to bim, made me expett more gooane(s [rom thy youth, andGrace jrom his age , yet 
God is @ jult Fudge, and your hearts are true witneſſes of theſe your wnnaturall crimes and foul in- 
gratitude towards mee, which hath caſt ſo greut a blemiſh aud ſcandall on mine honour , and daſhed 

joyes with ſo many untimely affi:dions , and immerited ſorrows, that T have abandoned Portugall 
and Santarem for thy ſake, and betaken my ſelf tolize and die in Madrid inSpain for mine ; where I 
will jtrive to make my ſelf as contented as diſcontent can makg me , and ſo leave this thy enormous 
crime , and the —_— thereof, to God, in whom thou mazeſft be kappyy but without whom thou 
wilt aſſuredly be miſerable, And _ what Juit calamities and miſeries thine inordinate luſts 
ond laſcivious deſires and delights have'already deſervedly reduced and expoſed thee, Sith hence+ 
forth I will no more ejteem thee my Wife, or my ſelf thy Husband, and that God will aſſuredly lukox 
thee with an eye of indignation, and the world , of contempt. 


DON JUAN. 


[liaques having read and pzruſed that L-tter of his Son, and Marſi/l:a this of her Husband 
Don Tuan, they arc therewith fo touched in heart with ſhame, and ftung in conſcience with ſor- 
row for their foul crimes of Adultery and Inceſt, that they bluſh each ar other,and both of them 
moſt bitterly curſe the name and memorie of Mathurins , who was the fiſt author of this report 
to him, and which ſo ſuddenly incenſed him, and occati>ned his departure. $o to bear up 
their reputations to the World , and their fames to him, they reſolve ( without either asking 
leave or pardon of God) to jultific their innocency hereof to him , and ſo to purſue and ſolt- 
cit his return. To which cff:& they write and return him (by his own ſervant )their two ſe- 
verall Letters in anſwer of his , whereof that of 1diaques his Father carricd this meſſage. - 


IDIAQUES to DON JUAN. | 


Tz doejft wrong thy ſelf and the truth, God and thy Conſcience, and thy wife and mee, in ſo 
baſely taxing us of thoſe foul ſinges of Inceſt and Adultery, whereof we are as truly innocent, as 
thon falſely and maliciouſly deemeit us guilty. For I have not abu/ed ber nor made her my Strum- 
pet, alth)ugh not God, but the Devill (in the ſlanderous tongue of Mathurine) bath made thee to be- 
lieve ſo. For Nature hath taught mee more Grace and goodneſs , not ſo little impiety, for that 1 know 
they are ſins more odious to God, and deteſt able to the world, than either thy ſorrows can expreſs , or 

anger depaint me, Neither have I madethy ſhame infinite, or canſt thou make my infamy vi- 
filegmuch leſs eternall, although herein thou ſhew me thy indignation , together with thy diſobedience, 
by leaving Portugall for Spain, aud Santarem for Madrid , whereof becauſe thou wilt not make thy 
duty , I will content my ſelf to make thy diſcretion Indge betwixt us , If thou have not done me more 
wrong , than either thy ſelf , and the truth right herein, and «offered a ſcandall likewiſe to thy wives 
tonour , who made thy company her chiefelt joy,as now ſhe doth thy abſence her "—_— miſerie and 
afflition, How then can I go to my Grave with content , when thou forſakeſt ber bed with malice, 
and my houſe with diſdain ? My innocency in thy accuſation hath no way irritated or offended God, 
and, if therefore with tears and Prayers thou wilt reſolve to ak God, thy Wife, and me forgiveneſs ſor 
this thy foul crime, and monſtrous ingratitude rowards us, then mine armes ſhall be as as ever 
they bave been to receive, and my hovſe to welcom thee, aud therein thon ſhalt make thy ſelf as truly 
happy, as thou falſly aud uncharitably thinke/t that God will make me miſerable. 


IDIAQUES 
The Anſwer oof his wife Marſilliato him was couched in theſe tearmes. 
MARSILLIA to DON JUAN. 
T is neither Luſt nor the Devill which can make me infringe or violate my Vow given thee in mar- 
riage , although thou art as far from the truth as from God to believe it. But how ſhall I hope 


that thy tongue will excuſe me of theſe thy pretended foul cr imes of Adultery and Inceſt , when to my 
ftonih:;nent and grief I ſee thou like wiſe condemnett w 01d Father to be gnilty thereof with me ? 
2 And 
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And if this be any way affeft10n to mee, or obedience to him, let all other Husbands judge, and all 
Sons define and determine. But to return thee truth for thy falſhood; His age expefied an. /*(err4y 
more grace, and my youth andVertues more affedion and goodneſs from thee, 1ban 10 have tehergy 
thoſe falſe calumnies and wmpoſtures upon the bare report and malicious relaticn of my hand- mgj4 
Mathurina, which are now dead with her, and are as falfe as thy raſhneſs and her 1 evenge makes th 
believe them true, for it is neither I nor thy Father who have any way blemiſhed thine honcur , or voy. 
quiſhed thy joyes , but rather thy ſelf, and thy too too unkind and haſty departure from Santarcm 
Madrid , which (to the prejudice of the truth , and of my content and honour ) hath occaſimned |, 
For my heart and ſoul will teſtifie both with mee and for me, that my affetion and conſtancy is both z; 
ſpotleſs, firm, and true to thee, as thy jealouſie is falle towards my ſelf , andtherefore as thouleaug 
my pretended crime g ſo will I thy reall 1ngratitude both to time and t6God, and if yet thou wilt be, 
willfully cruel! to live from me , andcinſequently not to efteem me thy wife, yet as it is my zeal and 
duty to begg and pray thee to return to mee, ſo I will make it my Integrity and Conſcience ftill to hol 
and love thee for my Hnsband, and ſo preſerving my heart for thee, as I do my ſoul for Ged,1 bope 
With aſſurance and confidence that 1 ſhall have no cauſe to fear either bis indignation , or the world; 
contempt, in regard I have neitber merited the one» nor deſerved the other, 


MARSILLIA 
Upon the writing and contents of theſe two Letters of 14;aques to his Son, and of Marſillis 


' to her Husband Dor Lyan, the Reader may pleaſe ro obſerve and remember with how much 


policic, and with how little picty they ſeek to over-veil and deny theſe their Adulterics and 
Inceſt towardshim , th:reby to make their ations and themſelves appear as innocent, as t 
are guilty both to them and to God.: But God being the Author of Truth , and the Father of 
Light , and whoſe Sacred Throne and Tribunall is cnvironed with more glorious Suns than 
we ſee gliftring Scars in the Firmament; H: will one day unmask this their hypocrific , and 
bring their foul fins of Adultery and Inceſt, both to light and puniſhment. Now as Marſillis 
is exorbicantly laſcivious in her affe&ion to her Brother de Perez, and he reciprocally foto her, 
ſo with a world of falſe ſighs and tears ſhe ſhews him her Letter, and her Fathers in law Tdia- 
gnes, which they had ſent to her Husband Don Tuan to Madridzand with many femal oaths and 
afſcverations proteſtech to him of both their innocency herein, which her Brother believes, yea, 
her feigned ſorrows and falſe tears had fo farr trenched and gained upon his credulity , that in 
contemplation and commilſcration of her — he was then ſo vain and impious, as once he 
thought to have carried theſe two Letters himſelf into Spair, and there to have fought with Dea 
Tuen for the reparation of his Sifters honour, Bur at laſt leaving paſſion to conſult with rea- 
ſon , and temerity again to be vanquiſhed and ſwayed by judgment, firſt that theſe Letters of 
theirs ſhould ſee Spain, and thento attend his Brother in Law Don Tuan his anſwer to them,and 
as he ſhall therein find him either perverſe or fl: xible tohis wives defires , and his Fathers cxpe- 
fations , he will then accordingly bear himſclf and his reſolutions towards him, and hercon 
both himſelf and hisSifter Marſillia do joyfully determin and conclude, So Dow Inans own 
ſervant returns theſe two aforeſaid Letters from Saxtarem to Madrid to his Maſter, who break- 
ing up the Scals, and perufing them , he doth not a little wonder at his wives impudency, 
and his Fathers impicty, in ſoftrongly denying theſe their foul crimes to him: But he is not a 
little aſtoniſhed, and withall afflied and grieved, when he falls upon that pointe and branch of 
his wives letter ywhich reports the death of her maid Atterine ths in his heart and conſcience. 
he now verily thinks and belicves that his wife in her invetcrat malice and revengeto her, hath 
cauſedher to be murthered, and ſent her to H:aven in abloody winding ſheet. Burt alaſs, 
if it beſo, how torevokeor remedy it he cannot. Once therefore he was minded to have 
negleed their letters, and ſo to have anſwered them with perperuall oblivion , and a diſdain- 
full filence. But then again confidering with himſcIf that this might rather increaſe than exte- 
nuateth-ir hopes of this return, he betakes himſelf to his Study , where taking pen and paper, 
he, neelefing his Father, tracerh his wife this letter in anſwer of hers, and again ſends it her 
into Portugal: by bis own ſervant, which affureth them of his reſolutionnot to return. 


DON JUAN toMARSILLIA. 


He receit of thy ſecond Letter bath not diminiſhed , but confirmed and augmented my confi- 
dence of my Fathers ſhame, and thy infamy, in your foul ſins of Adultery and Inceſt , perpetra- 
ted againſt me, and which is worſe, againſt God, ſo that I am fully refolved for ever to forſake bis houſe 
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and thy company , and to live and die here in Madrid , as grief and diſconſolation will permit meez 
For 1 prize the (anjuſt) Apologie of thy ( pretended.)Innocencre at ſo low « rate, and value it ot 
ſo baſe an eſteem, as 1 diſdain it for thy ſake , and thy ſelf for thine own. 1 do «s much grieve 3 
4s I bath doubt and fear, thou rejoyceſt at thy Maid Mathurina's deaths and as I am ignorant 
of the manner, ſo if my Father and thy ſelf bave been the cauſe thereof, you have then all the reaſons 
of the world to believe, that God (who 15 as juſt in his reſolutions, as ſacred in bjs decrees , will 
in the end revenge it to his glory, and puniſhit to your confuſion. 


DON JUAN, 


This Letter ofhis doth inflame his wife with malice and indignationz for now her Father 
and ſhe fee theſe their Iuftfull and Ilaſcivious crimes ſeated and confirmed in his belict, and his 
lay in Spain fixed in his anger , and erernized in his reſolution : When as cloſe as they bear 
it, yet knowing full well that the World will take notice of ic, and ere long make ic their pub- 
like ſcendall and infamy ; He is ſo devoid of Grace, and ſhe of goodneſs, that to prevent it,he 
wiſh:th his Son in Heaven with his Mother, and fhz her old Father in law in Grave with her 

maid Mathurinz, But theſe vain hopes of theirs may deceive them, which as yet, they 
two are not ſo wiſe to think of , nor ſo cautious orreligious to confider , bur rather more re- 
ſembling brute beafts than Chriftians, they ſtill continue their obſcene and inceftuous plea» 
ſures, the which I cake ſmall delight or pleaſure to mention in regard of modeſty , or to repeat, 
in reſpe& of Nature and Honour. Here Marfi/lia again repairs to her Brother De Perez, asto 
her Oracle and Champion; ſhe ſhews him borh theſe two laſt Letters of her Husband ts his Fa- 


hez and che next morning being impatienc of all delayes , he takes one Seignior Gaſper Lo» 
I ah or of bis bm his 


DE PEREZ to DON JUAN. 


J Have feen thy inveterat malice to thy Wife,my Sifter , in thy falſe and ſcandalous Letters to ber, 
and Portugall hath read it in thy ſudden and cholerick departure from ber into Spain z 
conſidering what ſhe is to thee, and I to her, I bold my ſelf bound (both in honour and blood ) to makg 
| ber wrongs and quarrels mine. To which end Thave left Santarem to find thee ont bere in Madrid, 

purpoſely to pray thee to meet mee to morrow betwixt fix and ſeven inthe morning, at the fartheſt 
Weſt end of the Prado, with thy R apier , a confident Gentleman of thy friends , and ——_ 
without a Second, where thou ſhalt find me to attend thy comming, and relying apes equity of my 
cauſe , and the ingratitude and infamy of thine, Tmake no doubt but to te Juan what it is 
for bim (without ground or truth ) to caft a baſe aſperſion and wrong full blemiſh upen the luftre of bis 
Wife, and my Sifter, the Lay Marſillia's honony , whoſe deſcent and extrattion is as gooll as thi 
and ber education and Vertues farr more ſublime and excellent. Thy generoſity obligeth thee to the 
bewurable performance hereof y and mine honour reciprocally to per form this Obligation. 


DE PEREZ. 
X 3 Das 
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' Doi Fun having received and peruſed this Challenge ot his Brother-in-law De Perez a 
finding his furious reſolution to exceed his judgment , he knowing himſelf innocent, his cavþ 
good, and his courage and valour every way to be ſupcriour ro the others, highly diſdg, 
ing to be out-braved by any Nobleman or Gentleman breathing , in the point of Honour ay 
gen:roficys he with a chcertull countenance returns Lopez to his Brother de Perez with thiz, 
ccpting anſwer, 


DON JUAN to DE PEREZ, 


T hatred to Marfillia, and departure from her,was juſtly occaſioned through ker treachery ay 
Main to mee, and therefore my Letters to ber to that effef are as true as ſhe is falſe ink. 
mying it 3 notwithTanding, fith ſhe is thy Siſter, and my wife , I as much approve of thy affeltimy 
ber, as I condemn thy temerity to me, and thy indiſcretion to thy ſelf, in making ber quarrell th; 
and by fo rſaking Santarem, to fight with me here in Madrid. And becauſe thou ſhalt ſee and jv 
that I have as much courage as innocency, I therefore accept of thy chullenge , andam ſo farr frm 
learning any point of valour of Dc Perez, as to bis ſhame and my glory,T hope toteach himgthat Ihay 
110 way caſt a falſe aſperſion or blemiſh on the luſtre of her reputation , but ſhe on her ſelf , and Conſe 
quently that 1 will neither affet her , nor fear thee. For God lending mee life, I will to morrow bru 


faſt with thee at thine own time and place appointed , where wy honour and generoſity invites my 


come, and thine to meet me. 
DON JUAN, 


Theſe two inconfiderate Gentlemen having thus embarqued themſelves in the firong refols 
tion of this weak quarrell and raſh Duecll, which earthly honour cannot as juſt ly approve al 
allow of, as divine Religion and Chriftian piety -and charity diſavow and cxccratc; They 
malice and revenge cach to other is ſo violent and impetuous, that without any choughts 
ther of God or their Soules, or of Heavenoor Hell, they paſs over the night, ifnotin watchw 
neſs,yct in broken and diftrated {lumbers, yea the morn no ſooner pecped from Heaven throug 
their windows totheir Chambers, but they leap from their beds to the Prado, where de Pam 
with his friend Lopez come firſt on horſe-back, and immediatly after them Dox Tnan in hy 
Coach, witha young Gentleman his friend, tearmed Don Richardo de Valdena : So theſe ty 
Ducliſts diſdaining to be tainted with the leaſt piece of diſhonour, or ſhadow of cowardik, 
they at firſt fight of cach other, throw off their doublets ,and in their filk ſtockings and pumy, 
with their Rapiers drawn , they without any further complement or cxpoſtulation approad 
each other. But here before they begin to reduce malicious contemplation into bloudy aftia, 
Thold it fit to inform my Reader with a circumſtance that now paft between them , wherein 
doubtleſs the Providence of God was moſt conſpicuous and apparent ; For as by the Law and 
cuſtom both of Spain and Portugal, all Rapiers ſhould be of one length, yer De Perez curiouſly 
caſting his vigilant cyc upon that of Dox Tuan, cither his fear, or his 5d, ment , or both, i» 
form him that that Rapier is longer than his, whereat Don Tuan grieves farr more than De Pe 
rez; can poſlible either rejoyce or wonder , for he is ſo farr from any way blemiſhing his honour 
with this, or with any other point or ſhadow of difhonour, as now he gives his Rapicr to ma- 
ſare,and to write the truth, his is found one inch longer than that of De Perez, whcn bicinghi 
lip for anger, he (reſembling himfelt) ers to fight with that cither of Lopez or V aldin, 
which was ſufficient reaſon for one Gentleman of Honour to give, and for another to tak 
but when he ſces that this proffer of his will ncither ſecure De Peres fear , nor confirm hi 
content, then as a Noble and generous Gallant, he freely exchangeth Rapicrs wich him, gim 
De Perez the longer , and contents himſelfto fight with the ſhorter, whereat De Peres reſts (+ 
tisfied , and well he may, fith this ation and his reccit thereof , doth as much teſtific Don Ju 
ans glory , as his own diſhonour and ſhame; and now they again apvroach each other to fight. 

- Attheir firſt comming up Dox Fuan runs a firm thruft to De Perez breaſt, but he ( bearing 
it up with his Rapier) runs Dox 1uan in the cheek towards his righe care, which draws nuch 
bloud from him, and he in exchange runs - De Perez thorow his ſhirt {lceve without hurting 
Him: At their ſecond meeting they again cloſe without hurting each other , and ſo part fair 
withoue offering any other-violence : Ac cheir third afſaule De Perez runs Dox Tuan thorow 
the brawn of his left Arm , who in exchange requites him with a deep wound in his right fide 
from whence iflacd much bloud ; and now they breath to recover wind, and to the jadgman 
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of Lopez and Y aldona,( as alſo of their Chirurgion?) they hirherro are cquall in valour , and 
almoſt in fortune. So although” theſe ſpc&ators do of both tides carneftly encrear them"to de- 
ki and give over yet they cannot , they will-nor beiſo eaftly or'fo ſoon! reconciled each to 0- 
therz So after a litele pauſing and breatttng, they (with'cdurage and refolution) fall ro it a- 
freſh , and at this their foarch'eycounter Dbxr Perez gives Po tuan a deep wound In his lete 
ſhoalder, and he requites him with anothe+ in exchange, in' the neck ; 'and although by this 
time their ſeverall wonnds hath engrained their white ſhtres with great effifion of their ſcarter 
bloud, yet they arc ſo brave, fo generous,” of rather ſo inhumane and" malicious, that they 
will not yet give over , as if they meant and reſolved rather tq-miake death fear them, than. they 
any way to fear death : bur their fifch cloſe will prove moreffacall ; for'now after they had 
judicioufly traverſcd their ground, thereby to deceive each other of the difadvancage of the 
Sun, whiles De Perez dircts a full thruſt ro Dex Tuans breaſt, he bravely and Kilfully war ding 
it, in requirall thereof, runs him-clean thorow the body, a licrle below | his righe pap', when 
clofing nimbly with him, and purſuing the point of his good fortuneshe whips up his heek, 
and ſo nails him to the ground, when hz hadnot the ſtrength to begg his life of Dix Inav, arid 
God knows he much gricved- that it was not then in his power to give it him, for this his laſt 
wound being deſperatly mortall , he preſently dyed thereof, having neither the remembrance 
to call on God , much leſs to begg mercy of him for his finfull ſoul ; bur as he lived abomi- 
nably and prophanely, ſo he diced miſerably and wrerchedly, And although I confeſs it was 
too great an honour for him to receive his death from fo brave a noble Gentlemans Hands as 
Don Tuan, yet it is a moſt fingular providence, and remarkable puniſhment of God, that hed - 
ed by the bands of his own laſcivious Sifters Huzband,and which is yet more, by his own ſword, 
as if God had formerly decreed, and purpoſely ordained, that the ſelf fame Sword ſhould give 
him his death, wherewith fo Jatcly and fo cruelly he had bercaved that harmleſs itinocenc 
young Gentlewoman Mathurine of her life, alchough in regard of this his foul and lamentable 
murther , he (wich leſs honour and more infamy ) every way deſerved to have died rather by a 
halcer than aSword 3 But Gods Providence is as unſcarchable as ſacred. its 
Don Iuan having rendred thanks to God for this his vitory;he our of his noble courtefie and 
Humanity, lends Lopez his Coach to tranſport the dead body of his Brother-in-Law De Perez 
into the City, and taking his horſe in exchange, he by a privat way gets home to his lodging. 
Bur this their Ducll is not ſo ſecretly carried , but with inthree hours after all Madrid So 
thereof 3 who knowing the Combatants to be both of them noble, Gentlemen of Portugal:, ir 
gives cauſe of generall talk, and argument of univerſall cyvic and admiration in all Spaniards, 
eſpecially in the nobler ſort of Souldiers and Courtiers.” ' When the very day [after that Dore 
Tuan had cauſcd this his Brother to be decently buried, Lopez repairs to his Chamber co' him, 
and in a fair and friendly manner enquirzs of him if he pleaſe ro return any Letter of this his 
friends death, and of his own viftory to Santarem to Don Idiaques his Father , or the Lady Mar- 
fllia his wife, and that his beſt ſervice herein ſhall attend and wait on his commands : Dex Ivar 
thanks Lopez for this his courtefic, but eels him that for ſome reſerved reaſons he will ſend no 
Letter to cither of them, but otherwiſe wiſheth him3a proſperous return to Portugall; ſo Dor 
Inan remains in Madrid, and Lopez returns for Santarem , and there from point to pojnt re- 
lates chem the ifſue of that Combat, as the viftory of his Son Don Tuan, and the death and bu- 
riall of De Perez, adding withall , that he was ſo reſerved and ſtrange , that he would write 
toneicher of them hereof. Art the relation and knowledge of this moirnfull news , Idizgues 
cannot refrain from much ſorrow, nor Marſillia from burſting forth into bitter tears and Ia» 
mentations thereat : for ſeeing her dear and only Brother thus ſlain by the hand of her own 
unkind Husband; by loſing him ſhe knows ſh: hath loft her righe arm, and he being dead ſhee 
knows not to whom to have recourſe, cither for counſel, afliſtance , or conſolation. And yer 
as much as he ſorrows and ſhe grieves at this diſafterous accident, they notwichſtanding are 
yetſo far from thinking it a blow from Heaven, or from looking cither up to God, or down 
totheir own finfull hearts, conſciences, and ſouls for the ſame, that without making any 
good uſe, or drawing any divine or profitable morall thereof, they ſtill continue their beaftly 
pleaſures and damnablc Adultery and Inceſt rogether, as if there were noGodtoſee, nor no 
deſerved torments or miſcrie reſerved to puniſh it. But they and' we ſhall immediatly fee the 
contrary. | | 
To the great grief of our hearts, and compun&ion of out fonles, we haye in this Hiftory ſeen 
wretched Idiaqnes {by the inſtigation of the D:vill ) ' ro poyſon his Wife the Lady Honoria; 
and likewiſe his Daughter-in-Law Marſillia to have catiſed her Brother De Perez to have crucl- 
ly murthred her waiting-maid in the ſtreet; as alſo by rhe Providence of G O D Don 
luen to have ſhin the Caid De Perez in the fidldy and 'our curiofity and —— - - 
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ſhall not go fac, before we ſhall ſee the juſt Revenge and puniſhments of God condigulytg 
ſurpriſe wretched Idiegues, and graceleſs Marfilia for the fame; tor his divine Juſtice contens 
ding with his Sacred Mercy, it hath at laft prevailed again theſe their foul and bloudy crimey, 
ſo now, when they are inthe middcft, yea y in the height and jolity of all theſe their foul de, 
lights and ſecurity, .like an unlooked tor ftorm and tempeſt , it will ſuddenly befall them. Lig 
hath but one way to bring us into this World, but death bath iofinit to take us from it , and 
whatis this buta true argument and reaſon of Gods glory and our miſery, of his power, and 
of our frailty and weakneſs ? -and therefore becauſe we are as repleat of fin as he is of ſanRti 
and as ſubj:& to imperfeCtions , as all perfe&ions are both properly co-incident and ſubjeR tg 
| him, It will be an a& of morall wiſdom, and of religious piety in us , rather to glorific than 
examin his ſacred Providence , and rather to admire than pry inco his divine decrees and reſo. 
lutions. And becauſe his correftion and puniſhment of all fins , eſpecially of this 'crying and 
ſcarlet fin of Murther , is as juſt as ſecret, and as inſcrutable as Juſt; therefore to draw towardy 
the period of this deplorable Hiſtory , Godis firſt pleaſed to cxerciſe and begin his Judge. 
ments on miſerable Marſillia , and then to finiſh ic in wretched Idiaqnes. Bur his divine Mas 
jeſty is likewiſe pleaſed and reſolved both to impoſe and make as great a difference in theix 
puniſhments, whe found a parity and conformity in theircrimes. 
It is Marſillis's pleaſure = to ſay more truely , the providence and pleaſure of God ) that 
csfrom Santarem to Coimbra to viſit a ſick Gentlewoman her Coutm German, who dwely 
there, b:ing only accompanicd with her man Andrea on horſe-back , and her foot-boy P ſeater 
co attend her, and as ſh: comes within a fmall halt L:ague of that Town, baving ſent away her 
man Azdres beforc, arid her foot-boy Piſcator being a very liale diſtance behind her , there 
ſuddenly ftarts up a Hare between ( or cloſeto ) her horſe eggs, which ſo amarcd her horks, 
(which was as hot and proud as the Gentlewoman his Miftre{s whom he bore ) as Fougr' 


off with all four, he throws her to the ground, and kicking her with his hind tcer at her 

he ſtrikes her in the fore-head, and ſo daſh:th out her brains 3 God (ſo ordaining, that ſhe had 
not the power to ſpeak a word, much leſs the grace or happineſs ro repent her of her horrible 
fins , Adultery; Inceft, and Murther. And thus was the lamentable and f-arfull cnd which God 
gave to thi; graceleſs young Lady , the which I cannor'as yet paſs over, wichout annexing and 

ing one —— point and circumſtance therein , ig wbich the Juſtice and 

ef God to both {cxcs y and all ages and degrees of » doth miraculoſly refplend and ſhine 
forth 3 for chat very horſe which threw and killed her,was the very ſame which ſh: formerly lent 
to her Brother De Perez, and wherean he rid to Saint Savieurs when he(by her inftigation ) kik 
led her waiting Maid Mathurize, Good Godghow jult, and wonderfull are thy decrees | Dear 
Lord, how immenſe and facred is thy Juftice ! 

Buc this is but the forerunner, and as it were but the enterance into a further progreſſion of 
this Hiſtory: For as her foot-boy Piſcator, cxtreamly wept,and bitterly crycd, at the ſight of 
this mournfull and tragicalldcath of his Lady and Miftreſs , God had fo decreed and provi» 
ded, that the next that pafſ:d by , and who were ſorrowfull ſp:fators thereof, were two Cork 
gadors (or Officers of Taftice ) of the Ciry of Coimbra, riding that way in thcir Coach to take 
the airz Who in compaſſian of the deplorable death of this fairunknown young Gentlewos 
man, they deſcend their Coach, and having enquired and underſtood of her ſorrowfull Foot- 
boy what ſhe was, they then with mach reſpe& and humanity cauſe her dead Corps to be de- 
cently laid into their Coach, which they ſhur, and ſo mounting their Servants Horſes they re- 
turn again to Coimbra. From whence they ſend her Man Azdree, in all poſfible poſt haft to 
erg onde _—_ his yn” n_— her F, com nm ny = with his lamencable death 

er=in-Law Marfilli to ro r ſpeedily thither to them to rake or- 

der for her bariall. A4»dree isno 4 nk for bt Maſter — theſe two Corigadors 
conſult on the fatality of this accident, and very proficably confider for themſclves , that the 
horſe who killed her, and all her apparell and jewels, _—_ cuftome and royalty of their City, 
w-re devolved and forfcit:d co their juriſdiftion 3 to which effc& ahey cauſe her Rings, Chains, 
and Bracelcts to be taken from her, and then her pockets likewiſe to be carefully ſcarche for 
Gold and Jzwcls ; fo as murther cannot be concealed or- undetefted 3 we may therefore 
here behold the wonderfull Providence , and fingular juſtice of God, for in one of her pockets 
they find, folded up in a rich cut-work handkerchif, the laft letter which her Husband Dor Fu 
ax had writzen and {enther from Medridz at the ſight of this letter one of theſe Corigadors is 
| defirousto have it read publikely , bur the ocher ( being more human and reſpeRive to the 
_— of Ladics ſecrets, which times prove that of their honours) he contradifts 
it , eill atlaft God enlighening or as and prompting and inſpiring cheir hearts, 
that the peruſall ofthis Letter mighe ( peradventure') import and report ſomerhing which 
| might 
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oht his ſervice , and conduceco his gloryz they fall then on a mediuue berwixe both 
might ton, w , and ſo withdrawing chemſclves to a privat Chamber, they there ſecretly o're= 
read this Letter, wherein with admiration and amazement they underttand of the obſcene A- 
dalcery and Inceſt of Id;aques with this his Daughter in law Afarfilis , which was the cauſe 
ofher Husband Don Tuan his abſence from herin Spain : Bur at Jengeh when they proceed far- 
ther therein, and fo fall upon theſe words of Don [uan to her in this bis Letterz 1 do as much 

ieve as I both doubt and fear thou rejoyceſt at thy handmaid Mathurina's death ; and as 1 am ig- 
worant of the manner, ſo if my Father and thy ſelf have been the cauſe thereof, you bave then all the 
reaſons of the world to believe, that God will in the end puniſh it to your confuſion; then ( led by 
the Spirit of God) they both concurr in one opinion, that this their Adultery , and this Mur- 
ther of Mathurina did not only firmly reflc& , but equally take hold bocrh on Idiaques and 
Marſilia , and therefore that this her late deplorable and difaſtcrous end, was only a blow front 
God, and the very true ſore-runner , and undoubted Harbinger of his own to come. When re- 
ſolving to ſcize and impriſon Idiaques as ſoon as he ſhould arrive thither to Coimbra; They 
buſbing up this L:tter and buſineſs in their own boſoms, do then hold ict fit to ſend for Mar- 
fillia's foot-man Piſcator to come to them, which he ſpcedily doth. They carefally enquire of 
him if hisdead Lady had not ſometimes a waiting Gentlewoman named Mathurine , he an- 
ſwered them yes, and that (hz was lately murthered in the ſtreets of Saint Saviours, and that 
her murtherers were as yet unknown : They demand of him again whoſe Daughter ſhe was 3 
he informs them that her Father is a Gznclemati who dwels in Saint Saviours , and that his 
name is Seignior Pedro de Caſtello, which being as much as they ſought for ; F_ their 
ſervants to watch over this foor-man, that he mighs not eſcape to give the leaſt inkling of 
their demands to his old Mafter 1d;aques, they preſently ſend away Poaft to Saint Savionrs for 
Caſtello, and (in honour to Juſtice) theſe two Corigadors as Chriſtian Magiftrates , having 
put all rhings in order for the vindication of the truth of theſe deplorable matters, that 
very night 14;aques arrives at Coimbra , and deſcends from bis Coach to the houſe of one of 
theſe Corigadors, where the dead body of his daughter Marfillia lay 3 an whoſe mournfull 
fight , as ſoon as his _—_ gricf and ſorrow had cauſed him to ſhed and ſacrifice mary ri- 
volets of tears, when he leaft dreams or thinks thereof, theſe two Corigadors cauſe him to 
be ſeized on, and inſtantly commic him cloſe priſoner, without acquainting him with the cauſe 
hereof; where all that night his guilty heart and conſcience (as ſo many Ficnds and Furics) aſ- 
ſuring him that ic was for poyſoning of his own Lady Honoria 3 there horor and terrour, gricf, 
and deſpair, and anguiſh, do a their ſeverall parts upon the Theatre of his ſoul, 

The next morn Caftello ( Mathurine's Father ) likewiſe arrives at Coimbra, to whom the 
Corigadors communicate this Letter of Don Inan to his wife , which he ſent her from $ pain, 
wherein they tell him the murther of his Daughter Mathurina ſeems probably and ſtrongly to 
refl:& upon 1diaques , and his daughter-in-law Marfillia, when they farther a aainting fm 
with her tragicall death, as alſo with his impriſoament , Caſtello ( with a world of tears and 
cries ) exclaims , that undoubtedly they were the authors , if not the aftors of his daughters 
lamcntable murther , and fo very paſſionatly and ſorrowtully craves juftice of them on Idiagues 
forthe ſame , which they are as willing to grant and pzrform , as heto defire : So after din- 
ner in the publike Tribunall of Juftice, they ſend for 143aques legally and juridically there to 
appear before them 3; where this ſorrowfull Father ( with much paſſion, and more tears)doth 
ſtzongly accuſe him for the murther committed and perpetrated on his daughter Mathuring; 
the which 14:2q»es wich many high and ſtout anſwers denicth ; he allegeth many oilie words, 
and ſugred and filken phraſes , to juſtifie and Apologize his innocencie : Which theſe Coriga- 
dors (led by the fingar of God) hold rather to be farrmore ayrie than ſolid, aid farr more 
plauſible than reall or truc 3 ſo they (fill remembring his Son Den Fuazs Letter to his Wife 
Merfillia)) do (without regard to his quality or age) adjudge him tothe Rack. The which 
Ildiaques ? fearing infinitly more the murther of his own Lady Honoriz, than that of AMathu- 
rins ) endures the tortures and torments thereof with a fortitude and reſolution farr 
his ſtrength and age, and with an admirable conſtancic ftands firmly to the deniall of this fat 
and accuſation; ſo _ the Rack taken away, and himſclffrom the Rack, he is therefore 
very confident and joyfull, that his danger is likewiſe o'repaft and o'reblown : But theſe vaig 
hopes of his will yer both deceive , and in the end betray him, for as yet his conſcience hath 
not made peace with God. For the griefs and forrows oh this mournfull Father for this lamen- 
table murther of his daughter have now made him both finduftrious in his ſolicitation, 
and religious in this his proſecution againſt Idieques towards theſe Corigadors, to 
whom again hie | becomes an carneft, and yes at humble Petitioner , that they will 
give him'cight dayes time more eo fortifi: bis accufation , and that all thattime he ma 
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fill remain Priſonce wichouc Bail or Surgy 3 which they finding reaſovedlc , 'and cunts 
nan to all cquicy and law, they freely granc him. When Cajtells having God for his Coun. 

{llor , and whom in a (mall time Id:aques (hall find for his Judge, calling ro mind ſome 
words of his deceaſed Daughter touching the ſuſpicion of poyſoning her 014 Lady by her 

Husband, to make way for this match wich Den Juan, be doth no more accuſe him tor mur. 

thering of his daughter Mathurina 3 but ſome two daics after he frames and preſcnts a new 

Inditemenc and accuſation to his Judges again, him , for poyſoning his old wite the La. 
dy Honoria. Which theſe Judges admiring and wondering at, they ch2n partly,nay almoſt cans 
fidently believe, that there is ſome great crime , and foul taft in rhis buſineſs againſt 1diaques , 

which God will in fine dete& and bring to lighe, by the ſolicitation and induſtry of this honcit 

poor Gentleman Caſtello, So they admit again of his ſecond Inditement againit him, and by 
,vertuc hereof convent him before them at their Tribunall of Juſt'cz. 

Idiaqnes underitanding hereof, his guilty conſcience now denounceth ſuch thundering pealy 
of tear and amazement to his appalled heart and erembling ſoul, as they will give no peace cis 
ther co himſclf or to them ; and the Dcevill,who had ever heretofore promiſed him his bet aid 
and afliftance , now flics from him, and l:aves him to ſtand or fall ro himſelf : And hereitly 
that his courage b:gins to fail him , and that his fear and ſhane is almoſt reſolved and ready 
to proclaim himfſclt guilcy of chis.his laft and worſt accuſation, the poyſoning of his own Wite 
the Lady Honoria : But again the hope of life is yet ſo ſweet to him , as the fcar of death is 
difpleaing and bitter, and therefore (wich a wretched reſo}ucion, ard a miſerable confidence 
he again artificially endeavoureth to blear the cycs of theſe his Judges , wich his chictcit Elg. 
quence,8& {weeteſt Oratory 3 who having given him his full carrcer to ſpeak in his own defence 
and juſtification, when they perfe&tly knew he yet ſpake not one valuable word or r:afon, 
cither codefend or juſtifie himſelf; Then one of theſe clear-fighted Corigadors ( in the behalf 
of bogh of them) returns him this grave reply and pious cxhortation. 
| Thatas they have not the will to accuſe him, ſo they havh not the means or power to excuſe 
him, for being (at leaſt) accefſary to both, or cither of theſe murthers, of his Lady H orig, 
or Mathurina ; that the ſudden death of the firſt , and the violent and untimely one of the 
laſt, the voluntary abſence of his Son Don Fuen in Spain , with his killing of Petez there, 
and now the fearfull and lamentable end of his daughter-in-law, Marſillia ( whoſe body is yet 
unburicd, and her blood ſcarce co!d) Icfr a dangerous reflcxion, and a pernicious ſuſpicion on 
his life and aftions, at leaft of Adultery and Inceſt, ifnot of Murther ( whereof his Son Dax 
—_ Letter which he writ to his Wife Marſillia,which they have there toſhew, is a moſt 

ong and pregnant witnel(s) and that the leaft of theſe crimes are capable to ruine a greater 
perſonage|than himſelf. That he could caſt no wiſt of dclufion before Gods eyes, though be 
artificially endeavourcd and Iabourcd to caſt a veil before theirs. That the ſh:dding of inno- 
cent blood was a crying Sin, which deſpight of ſorcery and of hcll would (in Gods due time) 
draw down _ ce to Earth from Heaven on their Authors. That if he were guilry of his 
accuſation, he had no better plea than confefſion , nor ſafer remedy than repentance. That 
contrition is the crue mark, of a true Servant of God, and though we fall to Nature and Sin 
as being men , yer we ſhould riſe again to grace and rightcouſneſs as being Chriſtians. That 
to deny our crimes, is to augment them,and conſequently their puniſhments, both in Earth, 
and in Hell , and that he was not a Chriſtian, bur an Infidel] , who would attempr to ſave his 
; with che loſs of his ſoul , wich many other religious cxhortations concurring and looking 

at way. | 

But all this , notwithſtanding, 1diaques his Faith and Conſcience, was yet fo Rtrong with 
Satan, and therefore ſo weak with God , that he left no excuſe, policy or evaſion unir.vented 
to blear the cycs of theſe Corigadors , and ſo to make his innocency to paſs current with them, 
But his eloquence and afſcverations cannot prevail with the ſolidity of their Judgements, for 
God will not ſuff:r them to be led a way with words, nor ſeduced or deluded with ſhadows 
But from the circumference of circumſtances, they now fli: to the centre of truth, and ro the 
Author and giver yeato the life and ſoul there of, God. So they again adjudge him to the rack 
for his ſecond accuſation of Murther, as they formerly had done ro him for his firſt. At the 
pronouncing of which ſentence, It we may judge of his heart by his face , he ſeemed tobe 
much fitted, appalled and daunted, which his Judges perceiving, before they expoſe him to 
historments, they in Honour to his Age and quality, but farr more to Truch and Juſtice, 
( whom they know to bexwo Daughters of nary, they now hold it a point of Charity 


and Picty to fend him ewo Divincs to his Priſon to work upon his Conſcicnce and Soul, 
which they do; And God in the depth of his goodneſs, and the richneſs his mercy, 
y propitious and indulgent to him, that he added ſuch efficacy 


was ſo mercif 


of 


Hiſt XVI. | Don Juanand Marfllid. * 


to their perſwaſions, and power totheir exhorcations, as at the very fight of the rack , he with 
tears in his eyes, than there confeſſed unto them, That he was innocent of Mathzrinaes mure 
ther, bur guilcy of poyſoning his own wife the Lady Honoria, for the which he ſaid he moſt 
heertily and ſorrowfully repented himſelf. Wh-reupon his Judges (and the reſt preſent)ad» 
miring with wonder and praiſing God with admiration for the dereQion of this his foul. blou» 
dy and lamentable crime, they pronounce ſentence againſt him. Thar tor expiation thereof, 
he at cighr of the clock the next morning , (hall have his head cur off at the place of common 
execution in that Town, When Idiaques, who (y:t adhered ſo much ro Satan ) that he could 
never be devefted of his fins before he were firſt deprived of his finfull life , doth yer ſtill flatter 
himſclf wick ſome furcher hope of life, and ſo he appeals from the judgment and ſentence of 
this Court of Coimbra to that of Santarem, as being native and refident thereof 5 ay alſo becauſe 
he committed his murther there, for which they Cnot his competent Judges )Jadjudged him to 
death : Whercat alchough the Corigadors of Coimbra for the preſervation of the privileges of 
their Court and Town, do odfſtinatly ex>oſc and vehemently conteſt ir, yetat laft well know- 

and being conſcious with themſelves , that ſmaller Towns anc! Courts in Portrgall are 
bound and ſubjeR to dep:nd of the greater 3 They therefore making a vertue ef neceflicy, and 
contenting themſclves to give way to that which they cannot remedi-,do ordain that Idzaques 
ſhould be conveighed and tryed a” Santareme | 

But yet before they ſuffer himco depart their Town, they in honour to Juſtice, in wiſdome 
to themſelves,and in reputation to their Town and Court, do ſerioufly and religiouſly charge 
him in the name and fear of God to declare truly to chem, whether his nnburied Daughter in 
Law Marfillia were not likewiſe accefſary with him in poyſoning his Wife, the Lady Horo- 
ria, which art firſt he ſtrongly denies to them. Bur then they ſend away tor the ewo Divines 
who had formerly dealt with h'm & his Conſcience in Priſon, whoexhorr bim to carry a whire 
and candid ſoul to Heaven , and threaten him with the torments of Hell fire if he donor. When 
with ſighes and tears, he confefſ:th that to them , and that ic was he himſclf who adminftred 
that poyſon to his wife, but that his daughter in Law Marſillia bought it for him. So theſe 
Judges upon the validity of this free and folemn confeſſion)in deteſtation of this her lamentable 
crime, do _ reſolve to ſecond, and glorifi: God in his Judgements towards her , and 
therefore they preſently condemn her dead body to be burnt that afternoon in their Market 
fireer; the common place of execution , which accordingly is then and there performed in 

ence of a great concourſe of people, who infinicly rejoyce that God fo miraculouſly de- 
mar the lite, and their Judges the body of ſo execrable a female Monſter. 

By this time we muſt allow, and imagin thatold L:cher, and new murtherer'7diaques (by 
vertuc of his appeal) is brought to his own City of Santeren, and I think cither with a ridi- 
culous hop: or a prophane and impious reſolution to ſee whether God will puniſh him there 

 withdeath, or the D:vill preſerve and fave him fromit. He bath many friends in this Court, 
who are both great and powerfull, and therefore builds all his hop:s of life , on this reeling 

quickſand, this ſnow, this noching, that his great eſtate of mony and lands will tindoubtedly aft 

wonders wich them for his pordon. Bur ſtill he hopes , becauſe till the D-vill deceives him; He 

i arrived here at Sartarem , where this fair City which might heretofore have proved his de- 
light and glory, is now reſerved for his ſhame, and appointed and deſtined for his confufiong 

cannot brook the fight, much leſs the cohabication and company of ſuch monſters of na« 

ture, and d:vills incarnatof men , who glory in making themſelves guilty of theſe foul finnes, 

and crying crimes. Adultery, Inceſt, Murther, So that 14iaques ( who hath made himſelf a 

principall of this number , anda monſter of Art in theſe fins ) thinking here in Samtarem to find 
more meccy and pity during his life , (hill find lefs of both of them after his death, For the cri- 
minall Judges of this Court who reverence and honour Juſtice , b:ca1ſe Juſtice doth daily and 
reciprically p:rform the like to tem , do confirm the ſentence of Coimbre , that the next morn 
he Gull loſe his head, but in deteftation and ex:-cration of theſe foul and bloody crimes, they 
add this clauſe and condition thereto, that both his head and body ſhall be afterwards burnt, 
and his aſhes thrown in the aire, which gives matter of talk and admiration, not only to 'Sax- 
tare, buttoall Portugall. And thus moſt penſively and diſconſolately is Idiaquas reconveyed to 


his priſon where Church-men are ſent him by the Judges of that Court,to dire his ſoul in her 


flight and tranſfiguration from carth to Haaven, whom they find ( or at leaſt they make 
very- humble{[, mournfull , and repentance. According to which ſentence he is the next 
morning brought to the place of ex:cution , which for the greater exam le and terrour 
to' oth:zrs, and of igaaminy to himiclfe , was before his own houſe , wherein 
he had afted and p:rpctrated all his enormous crimes. Where the Scaffold is no 
ſooner creed , but there fizck an infinic nun ber of pcople fromall parts of the City, 

ro 
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, to be ſpeCtators of this lait ſcene of his Tragedy» Hz came to the Scaffold(berween two Fris 


ars) ina ſute of black Taffeta , a Gown of black wrought tuff Taff:ta, and a great white ſex 
Ruff, which yer could aor be whiter than his broad B:ard : At bis aſcent on the Scaffold, | hig 
Grave aſp:& and preſence engendered as much ſorrow and pity, as his beaſtly crimes did de. 
tcſtacion inthe hearts and tongues of the people, to whom ( after be had a ſhort time knceled 
down and prayed ) he madc a ſhort ſpecch to chis cff-&. | 

'That although the poyſoning of his own Wie, and his adultery with his Sons wife, were 


crimgs (© odionsand cx:crable , as had made him unworthy any longer gither to tread on ' 


earth, or to look up unto Heaven, yet although he deſerved ne favour of his Judges for his 
bodic, he humbly repented,and begged ſome of God for his ſoul; and for the more ecffeuall 
obtaining thereof , he zcalouſly prayed all thoſe who were preſent to joyn their prayers to hig, 
He confeffd that it was Marſilza*s beauty, which firſt (at the inftigation of the D:vill)4rewt'him 


to that adultery with her, and this poyſoning of hisown wife Honoria, whereof from his hean ' 


and ſoul, he now affirmcd he imploced remiſſion of God, of the Law , of his Son Don Fuen,and 
of all the world, and prayed them all to be more godly and lefs fintull,by his cxample, and fg 
kneeling down fand ing alittle while to him (elf, heroſe up, and putting off his Gown, 
Ruff, and Dublec, which he gave co the Exccutioner , he binding his head and eyes with big 
Handkerchif , bade him do his office, ' which he preſently performed, and with one blow 
of the Sword, made a perpetual! double divorce berwixt his head and his ſhould:rs , his body 
and his ſoul ? when preſcnly,according to his ſentence, both his head and his body were then 
and there burnt and conſumed to fire, and his aſh:s thrown into the ayre. 

| And this was the deplorable life and death of De Perez, Idiaques,and Marſilia, of whom the 
ſpeRators (according totheir ſeverall humours and aft:Qions Yſpake diverfly , all condemning 
& bloudy cruelty of De Perez towards innocent Mathwriza, and of Idiaques towards his ver« 
tuous wife Hoxeria. Again ſome piticd,sand others cxecrated Marſillia's youth, beauty , and 
Iuft ; but both ſex:s, and all degrees of people (as fo many lines terminating in one Center 
magnifi:d the providence and Juſtice of Godin ſo miraculouſly and condignly cutting off 
monſters of nature, and bloudy butchers of mankinde. 

And if the curioſity of the Reader will yet farther enquire , what afterwards became of 
Doa _ The reports of him are diffcrenc, for at firſt I heard that his diſcontent and grief 
was fo great, yea, ſocxtream for the. death of his Parcnts and wife , that he cloiſtered himſelf 
up a Cepuchin Fryer in their Monaftery at Madrid : So contrariwiſe | have fincecredibly been 
enformcd, that he ſhortly aftcr- theſe diafters left Spain, and till lives in Santarem in Portugal 
in great honour , welfare, and proſperity ; But which oftheſe his reſolutions are .moſt incli- 
ning and adherent to the truth, it pafſcth beyond my knowledge, and therefore ſhall come too 
ſhoet of wy afficmation. 


, Gods 
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HISTORY XVI 


Harcourt fleas eway bis brother Vimoryes wife Maſſcrina , and keeps ber in Adutery z She birth 
" Tivoly ( an Italian Mountebank ) to poyſon La Precoverte, who wes Harcourts wife 3 Hars 
. court kills bis brother Vimory, and then Marries bis widow Maffcrina z Tivoly is banged for 

Robbery, and at bis Execution accuſeth Mafſerina for biring hin to poyſon La Precovente, for 
the which ſhe is likewiſe hanged 4 Noel (who was Harcourts men) on bis death-bed ſuſpetlieth 
and accuſeth bis ſaid Maſter for killing of his brother Vimory, whereof Harcourt being found 
gniliy, be is broken alive on a Wheel for the ſame. | 


An being the Workmanſhip, and Figurative Image of God , what an odious fin, yea 
what an execrable crime is it —_— -w cue Lone of "——_ of his malice or func 
of his revenge?) to poyſon , or murther another, ſith Nature doth ftrongly impugn, 
ace ( wich 2 high hand ) infinitely contradiCt it! Therefore were not jos Aon.n. pron 
ingscither wholly deprived of Common fence, or our ſouls of the gracious affiftance and 
favour of God, we would not thus ſo furiouſly and prophanely make our ſelves gailey of theſe 
infernal fins, but rather (. with our beſt endeavours ) would ſeek to avoid «oY 
and ( with our moſt pious, reſolutions) - to hate and deteſt them as the Devil 
who is the prime Author and Aﬀor thereof. Bur ſome fach Monſters of Nature, and Di- 
pies of Satan there are here on Earth. A fearful and lamentable Example, whereof uhis 
enſuing Hiſtory will ſhew us. The which may all good Chriftians read to Gods glory, and rc» 
membec co che inftruftion of cheir Souls, 


There is a Pariſh tearmsd Saint Simpliciax a mile from the City of Sens in th Dutchy of 
Y Burgundy 
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Burgandy (which is hunuurcd with the title ano See ot an Archbiſhop)where (wichin thele few 


years) there dwelt and dicd an aged Genileman, (more Noble by birth, chan rich in his E 
- tate and Demayns) termed Ayſieur de Vimory, who left only two ſons behinde him, the eldeſt 
- named Monſieur de Harcourt, and the ſecond a gas de Hamtemont , who were two very pro. 


per young Gentlemen, excejI:ntly well bred and qualified, as well in Arts as Armes, or ij 
any other vertue or perfeion which was requiſitey both to ſhew and approve themſelves to he 
the ſons of their Father. And (ro content my Reader with their charafters) Harcourt way 
call, bur not wel-favourcd, but of a milde ard fingular good diſpoſition 3 Hautemont was of g 


iddle ſtature, neatly timbred, of a ſweet and amiable countenance, but by nature haſty ang 
SFfrong ; Harcourt had alight Aubrun beard, which (like a Country Gentleman) þ, 


wore negligently after the Oval cut 3 Hautemont had a coal black beard , which (Courtier. 
like) hz: wore in form of an invaled Pyramides 3 Harcourt was thirty two years of age , 
chattc and honeſt; Hautemont was twenty five, but many times given ro women, and ready to 


| bedebauched and drawn away by any,though bur of an indifferent quality and complexion. Tg 


Harcourt (the eldeſt ſon) their tather gave his chicfeft Mannor houſc , with cight hundred 
Crowns ot yearly Revencw, and all his Goods and Chattels. To Hautemont (his ſecond Son 
he gave his ſecond Mannor houſe, worth four hundred Crowns yearly, and fifteen bundred 
Crowns ia his purſe, by his Teftament : Ettates which though ic came ſhort of- cheir blood, yet 
it exceeded that of moſt of the Gentlemen their neighbours, and is held in France at leaſt the 
doable, if not the triple of as much here with us in Exg/and. So having ncicher the ha 
neſs, or the care to be accompanied with any fifter or other brochers, chey interchangcably 
ſwear a ſtrit League of brotherly love and dear aff:Aion cach to other, which by their Vers 
rucs and Honors they ſwear ſhall never receive end, but with the end of their lives : They ma- 
ny times conſulc together for the cordduttion and improving of their Eſtates, which they 
iſe ro manage with more —_— then luſtre, and with more ſolid diſcretion than vain 

oftentation or ſuperfluiey, and not co live in Paris, or to follow the Court , but to build 
their reſidence in the Countrey. To which end they cut off many unprofitable-mouths, both 
of ſervants, horſes, and hounds, which their father kept. They likewiſe vow cach to other 
to be wonderful chary and carefull in their marriages, as well forc-ſeeing and knowing it to be 
the greateſt, part of their earthly felicity or, miſery. So here we may ſee obſerve 
many fair promifes, rich .defigns and reſolutions, and many ſweet covenants voluntaris 
ly drawn up between theſe two brothers , which if they make good and perform, no doubt 
but the end thereof will be ſucceſafull and profperous unto themz or if otherwiſe, the con» 
trary. 

But before I wade farther in the fiream and current of this Hiſtory , I muſt firſt de+ 
clare , that by the dcath of Fimvry the Father, and by the cuſtom of France, we 
muſt riow wholly abandon and take away the title of Hautemont from the ſecond 


brother , futurely to give him that of Harcarrt the eldeſt , and that from Harcourt the | 


eldeft, to give him that of Vimory their Father, for (by the right and vertuc of the 
remiſed Reaſons) theſe are now become their proper names and appecllations z which the 
cader is prayed to obſerve and remember, 

A yearand half is not fully expired and paſt away fince their father paſt from Earth to Hea» 
yen, but the eldeſt brother Monſieur de Vi being cxtreamly ambitious and covetous of 
wealth, and underſtanding that a rich Councellor of the Court of Parliament of Diion, named 
Monfieur de Baſigni was dead, and had lefc a very rich widow (of ſome forty years of age) 
named Madamoyſelle Maſſerina, he earneſtly ſecks her in marriage. She izof ſhort ſtature, cor» 

lent and fat, of a coal-black hair, and if fame towards her be a true and not a tacling god- 
defs, ſhe hath, and till is, a lover of Venus, and a Votarcſs who often facrificeth ro Cus 

ids laſcivious Altars and Shrines. Harcourt is very averſe and bitter againſt chis match for 

is brother. They have many ſerious Conſulcations hereon : He alledgerh to him 
the A of her age and birth in compariſon of his, her corpulency, the ill-get» 
ting of her Husbands goods , who was hcld to be a corrupt Lawyer, and (as the voice of 
the world - went) who gained his wealth by the tears and curſes of many of his ruined 
and decayed Clicnts 3 and when he ſaw that nothing would prevail to difſwade his bro- 
ther from her, he rounds him in his car, that ic was ſpoken and brutcd in Dijon, that 
ſh: was not as chaſte as rich, noc ſo continznt as coverous ; Vimory is all enraged here» 
at, and chargeth Harcourt his brother to name the Reporters of this foul ſcandal vomited 


(quot? he) againſt che vereues and honour of chaſte Maſſerina : Harcourt replics, that 


- _ be ſp: aksic wholly upon fame, no way upon knowledge, much leſs upon bclicfz ſo V imory 


being 
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being wiltully deaf to his brothers advige and requeſts,(and pr Maſſerina's wealth to her 
OY” )hemarties ber, Bur ſhe is ſo wiſe for her ſelf, as firſt (both by promiſe and contra) 
he tics him to this condition 3 that he ſhall reccive all her Rents, which arc ſome twelve .hun- 
dred Crownes per Aunum, (he to pur her ready money to Ule into whoſe hands ſhe pleaſeth, and 
healſo co have the one halt ofthe intereſt money , but the Principall fill co remain in her own 
right , propricty, and poffc{ſion, and as well in her life as death, to be wholly az ber own dif- 


pos. _ 7 arcourt _ a —_ (0 a —_— his ies German ) ac 
the royes (in Campagne) he there at the balles (or publike danci ics a moſt ſweee 
Geol Dann whom he preſently fancicch and affets for his Wite : He en« 
what ſhe is,and finds her to be named Madamoyſelle Lay Precorerte, Daughter to-an Aged 
of that City, tcarmed Adonſieur de la V aquery. Harcourt courts the Daughter, ſeeks 
the Father, finds the firſt willing, and the ſecond defirous, but at laſt he plainly and honeſt] 
aformes Harcourt, that his Daughters chictcſt wealch, arc her vertues and beauty z that he hath 
aotmuch Land, and lefſe Money ; that he hath two great ſuirsof Law for ſtore of Lands de- 
pading in the Parliament of Dijon , which promiſe him ſtore of money, and that he will fx 
cacely _— a ſreat part thereof to him, if be will marry his Daughter, the which (for the 
=) etels him, he is content to make good and confirm to him both by bond and contra. 
loves his fair young Miſtrifſe Le Precoverte ſo tenderly and dearly , as he is ready to 
eſpouſe her, on thoſe tearmes, but he will firſt acquaint his brother Vimory therewith, and take 
lisadvice therein. - Yimory informs his brother Harcourt, that he knows Monfieur De V aquery, 
of Trogps, to be a very Gentleman, that moſt of his lands arc morgaged out, and in grear 
danger never to he redeemed ; that his Law ſuits are as uncertain, as the following thereof 
le. Harcourt extols the beauty of La Precoverte to kim to the 8kie 3 Vimory replics, 
thatbeauty fades and withers with a ſmall time, & that thoſe who prefer it to wealth,” are many 
times enforced to feed on repentance 'in ſtead of content and joy, and to look poverty in the 
hte" inſtead of proſperity. But Harcourt having deeply ſerled his affc&tion on La Precoverte, 
j this true and wholefome counſell of his brother, and ſo marries her : When forget- 
/his former promiſe to his brother, he in a ſmall time, turnes _ — abandon- 
imſelt tg all filchy vices, and beaſtly courſe of lite , and as a molt debauched and gracclefſe 
fnband (within -one year) he forno cauſe quarrelleth very often with this his fair and dear 
Wife, then whom, ncither Champagne nor Burgundie bad a more beautifull or vertuous young 
oman ; ſhe was of ſtature tall and (I:nder, of a bright flaxen hair, a gracious eye, a mo- 
d&| countenance, a pure Lillic-roſcat complexion , of a miilde nature , and ſweet diſpoſition, 
reſpetfully courteous to all the world, and exceedingly devout and Religious towards God; as 
ually making it her praftiſe, delight, and glory, to conſume a great part both of her time 
id ofher ſelf in prayer, and-in the ſervice of God. | | 
; (And although ſh: were formerly ſought for in marriage by many as good Gentlemen as Har- 
aw, yet ſh: could fancynone, nor aff.& any man for her Husband bur himſelf. Never Wife way 
more carefull or more defircous to pleaſe a Husband than ſhe, and as (or one whole year) it was 
\ herformer content. and joy to ſee him to be a provident, kind, and loving Husband iO her, (o 
ww it is her matchlcfſe grief and calamity, to fee his good nature perverted, his Reſolutions 
tranſported, and bis Aﬀc&ions drowned in debauched and vicious Company. -. She leavesno 
fweer advice, nor courteous Requeſts and Perſwaſions unattempted to reclaim him from theſe 
his foul vices of Drunkennefſe, Swearing, Dicing, evilt Company, and Whoredome z for of 
noe fe ſins in quality, nor fewer in number, ſhe (with extream gricf and ſorrow) ſes him to 
tobe guilty : Bar all this will not prevaile, nonor her infinlt tears and figheswhich many 
times ſhe ſpends and ſheds to him both at boord and bed, yta, and ſometimes on her knees, bur 
| Rill (with a wretched violence, and (infull impetuoficy) he goes on in his vicious courſes, and 
mngodly life and converſation; neichzr cating for his health, or his cftate and meanes , bus 
willfully negleRts the firſt, and prodigally waſtes and conſumes the ſecond, whereat ſhe won» 
derfully gricvech and lamenterh. She often requeſterh Vimory hisbrother, and Le V aquery her 
Father to perſwade and divert him from theſe his ungodly courſes and enormous vices, which 
threatens nolefſe chan che utter ruine, and inevitable ſhipwrack of all their fortunes : but 
likewiſe cannot prevaile', alcbough his brother Vimory (with whom ow oy ſojdurn 
every hour and time he ſecs him, do ftrongly deal and labour with him to that effeft : For now 
he giving nolimics to his vices and prodigalicics, he ſels away his Lands peece-male, whereat his 
brother Yimory tormeth and mouk inſt him , and his vertuous ſweet Wife moſt pirifi 
h and lamenteth. But as a baſe Gentleman, and a moſt unkind and | 
» be laughes at her ccarcs, fſmilcth at her ghee and contemneth and re þ 
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both them and'her ſelf, And'it now talling- out, that Le // aquery her Facher lofing boch ofdy | 
Law ſuits at Dios, where thty (by the votes and ſentence of ithat Court of Parliament Jus 
adjudged againſt him, wheeeby he was urrecly ruined both in -his hopes and «ftate for e 
Harcourt heceatſo (lights and neglefts his Wite , as he tearmes her beggars brac , threatnedg 
ſend her home to' Troyes to her Farhcr, and ſetting all at randome, cares not what be; 
cicher of himſcl{ or her, who poor ſweet Gentlewoman is ſo:extreamly afflited, and as ir wen 
weighed down with all theſe calamities and miſeries (eſpecially with the vices and difcont 
fics of her Huband)as in her heart ſh: daily wiſheth, and in ber foul hourly prayeth unts 
that ſhe were 6uvet this life, and in Heaven, infinicly Jamenting , and a thouſand times 
rep:nting thateverit was her hard fortuncgo ſee her Husband, and ber woetull chance com 
him. Buthow to remedy or redrefſc cheſe her miferies ſhe knows nor. Ws. 
For now do her Husbands vices and prodigalicics make him daily grow poorer and 
in ſo much (as inlef{c than three years) he is b:come the ſhame of hinſcli 5 the contempe. hy 
encmics, the pitty of his Friends and Kinstolkes, and the extream grict of his ſweet and-diy 
Wiſe, ſo thashe hath well neer ſpenc all,and almoſt Icft nothing to mainrain-bimſclt, muchiy 
eo maintain her, whoſe griefesare ſo great , and ſorrowes ſo infinit, as het' Roſcat Cheaky 
look now thin and palc, her ſweet cycs are become obſcure and dim , yea, and info 
and lamencable a manner, that ſhe falls exceedingly tick, and-her diſcontent. and diſconſolatin 
js-almoſt ſo remedilcfs, as ſhe would, bur cannot be comforted, .for that her Huiband whomfy 
thought would hove proved the argument ot her ſoy and Proſperity , is now become the cad 
her endlefſe grief, and the obje& of her matchle(s calamity and miſcry. . Thus leaving her @s 
rowes, (ighs and tears, to be diminiſhed through time , or diflipated and defaced by Gai 
The order of our Hiſtory invites and conjures m* 'now again to ſpeak of ehis'her baſe and 
bauched Husband, who hath many beaſtly and bloody parts to aft herein. 
-.. Whoſe lewd life and prodigalitics enforcing him now to behold poverty, becauſc kererofote 
-he diſdained to look on Ct and providence : Sccing his wealth waſted, his lands eichrr 
fold or mo » himſclt forſaken of his Brother and Friends, his reputation loſt, his deby 
great his Creditors many, and who nbw began to grow extream clamourous and (candclouwwy 
him : He knowcs ndt which way to look , or how or where to turn himſelf, co find our fore 
invention and meancs to repair the decayes and ruines of theſe his miſcrable fortungs , and fo 
bear up and ſcrew himſelf again into the cyc and repute of the world. When his neceſſiry | 
upon his heart and nature, and Satan upen his Conſcience and Soul , he knowing his Brothan 
Wife Maſſerinato berich and wanton, he will become fo unfaithfull ro his own Wite , ſoln 
gratchull and creacherons to his own Brother, and ſo dithonourable and ignoble to himſelf, aa 
attempt to gain her aff &ion from him and to draw her to his own I-wd and Jaſcivious 
whereon his irregular hopes did more than partly grow confident, becauſe he flatters hj 
with this true, yet fooliſh belief, that as he was ſeven years the younger, io he was twice ſeven 
tines a properer man than his Brother. When taking time at advantage, as his Brother and her + 
Husband Penner were rid to Di#9xhe finding her ina wonderfull pleaſant humour, 8nd cxceed- 
ingly diſpoſcd tobe merry,when (Ged AY his own ſweet and forrowſul Wite,was( accor- 
ding to her frequent cuſtome )diſconſolatcly at her, prayers and book in her cwn chamber, $& he | 
doore ſhut to her, then, then 1 ſay, he taking his ſaid Siſter in Law Maſſerina to a window ins 
ivate Parlor, he there (for himſelf, or the D:vill for him) breaks his mind to her, and isfo 
he from ſhame, ashceglorics ro make her acquainted with his deep affetion,and laſcivious ſuit 
to her : N:icherdoth he taile of his of they of his voluptuous defires, for he findes this 
his Sifter in Law ſo diſhoneftly prepared, and fo luftfully reſolved and diſpoſed to grane him 
his defires , that ſcaling her affc&ion to him wich many ſmiles , as he did his to her wich more 
kifſcs,ſhe is ſo impudency(o graceleſas at this his weary firft motion, ſhe vowes to bim the bath 
hot the power todeny him any thing, and therefore moſt cheerfully and willingly gives bim 
her heart and her ſelf, and he doth the like to her , which they mutually ratific and confirm 
beewcen. them with many private kiſſes, and amorous daliances, as alſo with many ſecuet 
proteſtations, and ſolemn oathes : But becauſe Stan is, therefore God will not be preſencat 
this their vicious contraGt, and Jaſtivious combination. ; 
Fhus Harcourt and hisSifter in Law Maſſerine, having no dto their honours or reputs- 
tions, to their Hearts or Conſcicnces, to their Soules or toGod , he pollutes his Brothers bed 
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* in poffcfling his Wiſes body , and makes it both his delight and praftice to defile and contamis 


nate hisglory, inthat of herſhame, and ofhis own infamy.And now his pockets and purſe are 
again fill'd and cram'd with coin, for he gives her kiffcs for her gold, and ſhe returns hegen 
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ingratcfullto his own ſweet and vertuous Wife , that he will give her neither gold nor new 
, burpermirs her togoin her old, But to add more miſcrics to her miſery, and more 

y gricfcs and calamitics to her old (becauſe (he is equally an cyc-ſore both to himſelf and 
er ) he will no longer permither to live with him, that he may the more often and the more 
ecly and ſecurely familiariz: with his old Sifter, or rather now with his new love Maſſerina : 
(without any regard to her birth, or reſpe& to ber youth and vertues, or without contide- 
that God hath made her his Wife, and therefore the other half of himſelf) he ſends her 
e to her father at Troyes, giving her but a poor little Nagge, and a ragged foor-boy; onel 
With ſo much money as could hardly carry her thither, giving her neither money nor _ 5 
zor any thing elſe which was beſeeming or fit for her , alchough through the black jand obſture 
douds of his vices and ingratirude, the bright and relucent Sun-beames of her excellent perteti- 
and vertues in her ſclt, and of her conſtant aff:QAion to him, will for ever moſt radicntly 
and ſhine to all the world, eſpecially ro thoſe who had the honour to know her livings 
& who {hall now or hereafter rcade her Hiftory after her death. And never were: thoſe her 
ſweet perfeAions and vertues either more conſpicuous and glorious in her, than now at her en- 
ſeced exile, and forrowfull banifhment and deparrure from her Husbard : For although he 
crucly unkinde, or unkindely crucll to her , yet knowing and confid:ring him to be her 
tory ſhe therefore holds ic her duty and conſcience till to attend and wait on him as his 
Wifc, and not, either ſo ſoon or ſo ſuddenly to ſeparate her ſelf from him. When her cyes ſee, 
herjudgement knowes , her heart doubts, and her ſoul feares, that then more than ever his 
vices wanted her prayers, and his fins her vertues and preſence, to ſeck toreRtifie- and reform 
them. - But although ſhe deſcended ſo low from her ſelf ro him in her aff:&tion and hamilicy, as 
wich bicrer fighs and ceares to caſt her ſelf on her knees to beg and-requeſt him , that (as by the 
tives of marriage and nature, and of conſcience and grace) the was obliged and bound, ſo that 
ſhe might enjoy the content and happineſl: to live and dic with him, being infinitely contented, 
#hd extrcamly defirous, as ſhe then affirmed, (and again and again repeated and confirmed to 
m) to participate and bear her part and ſharcy as well in his poverty as rs Som he (as 

| ble Gentleman, & a baſe & vicious Husband ) having wholy taken away his heart and at- 
jon from this his ſweet and vertuous Wife Lay Precoverte, and fully and abſolutely given it 

to his laſcivious fiſter-in- law Maſſerina; he (1 ſay ) is ſo heard hearted,ingratefull and treacher- 
ons towards her (as without any reſpeRt to her tearcs, or regard to her prayers) he will no way 
permit herto live with him in St. Simplician or Sexs , at his Brothers , nor yet vouchſafe to be 
Sin to go b& live with ber at Troyes at her Fathers:Bur here we may obſerve his malice in his 


ft kifſcs. Hereupon he puts himſelf again into new & rich apparell;bar yer is ſo baſc,unkind, 


ildain,and his diſdain in his malice towards this dear and ſweet young Gentlewoman his wife, 
whom God knowes, and the world ſees, he is no way worthy) for be will grant her neither 
vftheſe her two moſt reaſonable and loving requeſts, but indeed (rather as a D.vill than a man, 

; anda Tyrantchan a Husband) he with thundering looks and ſpeeches , commands her away 
ti» fight and preſence, without once giving her ſo much as one poor kiſs, as*+he was bound in 
af:&ion, or (which is yet lefſc) a poor +farewell at their parting, as he was obliged both in 
Conſcience and Chriſtianity. So this ſweet diſconſolate Gentlewoman (in a manner breaking 
her breaſt with her fighcs, and drowning her cheeks with her tears) only with her poor little 
Nag and ragged Foot-boy , is by her flinty-hearted Husband turned out of his Brother Vime- 
ries houſ: at Saint Simplician, and fo in this fI:nder manner, and baſe equipage enforced ſoftly, 
diſconcentedly, and ſorrowfully to ride home to the poor Gentleman her Father at Troyes , yea, 
and ſach was the malice, and policy of Harcourt, her crucll Husband, that this ſuddain depar- 
ture of hers was purpoſely aft:d when his Brother Vimory , and his Wife _ were at 
another Mannar houſe of his ſome cight leagues off, to the end , that they might not ſer, or 
take Icave of her, nor ſhe of them, ſo allowing our ſweer and ſorrowfull La Precoverte by this 
time at Troyes with her aforeſaid Father ; * 1 will for a time there leave her, to the exer- 
diſe of her paticnce, to the piety of her prayers, and to the pleaſure and providence of 


Now doth our diſloyall and treacherous Harcourt , at his pleaſure ſrolique itourt in Saine 
Simplician with his laſcivious Sifter in-Law, and Strumpert Mdaſſerine , yea they are now grown 
fo impudent, ſo carclefſe, ſogracelefſe,in theſe their obſccene Dalliances, that if Vimory the Hus- 
band and Mafter donor, yet his Servants cannot chuſe but take deep notice and and per- 
fe& Knowledge thereof ; Onely he obſerves a- late alteration in his Brothers fortunes , that 
he is become far braver in his Apparell than accuftomed, and hath more ftore of Crownes 
in his Pocket at his' command than heretofore, both to' play and ſpend at his pleaſure. 
Onely from whence this his golden Myne ſhould proceed he knowes not except having 
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. to ſhew ſome authenticall Certificate from that Protcftane C 


- Millan (betwixt Pavia and Alexandria ) whicher he goes to (ell ic away, in os a (as he 


heretofore made ſome progreſſion, and experiments in the Chymical Science ( or myf 
of Alchywy ) hce had how found the Elixar of the Philoſophers Stone , = his c ie 

in this Quere proccedsno further, much leſs the Judgement, bur Icaft of all his Suſpitiong, 

loauſte. _ ' 4 

But che gracelcfl: _—_ and Ambition of Harcourt will yet flyc a pitch and degree highee 
in the air of Ingratitude and treachery towards his Brother Vimory. For a little Gold canng 
redeem his Lands, nor make up the money and great breaches of his former prodigalicics, nei. 
ther will a few kifſ:s and embraces of that lufttul Dame bis Siſter Maſſerine appeaſe his | 
appetite , or ſatisfic his inſatiable Juſt, and laſcivious defires, Wheretore at one time and caft, 
to ſet nature and honour at ſtake , and ſo commanding his heart and thoughts to trample 
both of them, without any reſpe& or repre either , he contrives and affumes this vitiou 
and treacherousreſolution, that having taken the aRual poſſcſiion of her body, hee 
ſhould then likewiſe do fo of her gold, yea of all her whole cftate, and (o fly away wich he, 
whoſe Eſtate (through his long diſhoneſt familiaricy with her ) he now knows to be greatg ye 
far greater than his Brother Vimory her husband cither ever knew or dreamt of ; Wherefag 
with much ſuperficial affeAion, and artificial flattery and infinuation, he no ſooner b 
this motion to her, bur her luftful heart —— with his , and her laſcivious deſires liks, 
wiſe aiming and intending that way, ſhe freely gives him her conſent thereunto, and to tha 
end ſh: very ſecretly draws in all her monics and gold, together with all her Place, Rings, and 
Jewels moſt carefully and privately packs ir up, and (othey flyc away together 3 In a morning 
when her husband and his brother was with his ſervants gone forth a Hawking and Hunting foe 
all that day, be without ever making his wife , or ſhe her husband once acquainted therewith, 
Vimory is amazcd, and Le Precoverte extremely perplcx:d and affliftcd at the fir 
nefſe of their (undreamt of ) baſe clandeſtine departure : And alchough (in regard of his ak 
ion to his wife ) he were once reſolved to ſend and make after them tor their ſtay and aps 
prehenſion, yer atlaft, to avoid the univerſal ſcandal of the world (which thereby inftcad of 
topping one tongue, would affuredly let looſe many, he leaves the ſucceſs of this treacherow 
Accident to Time, and the due reward and true puniſhment thercof co God. Now the firſt place 
- _—_ and ſhelter which Harcourt and Maſſerina flyc unto, is the ſtrong City of Geneve (which 

epen 


not of Frence or Savoy, but of God and it ſelf ) where they take two chambers, and” 
live together, having no ſervant at all to attend or follow them, but onely Noel, who for many 
years before had been, and ſtill was his man. But to live here in Geneve with the more privacy 
and affurance (becauſe they obſerve it to be a City exceedingly politiquely, virtuoufly, and reli- 
pr governed) they find our this excuſe for their ſtay , that he is heir to ſome lands ( which 
the death of an Unkle of his ) is devolved and fallen to him in the cftate, and ducchy of 


.allegeth ) that both this Gentlewoman (whom he reſolves to leave there, and preſently 
his return to marry) and himſelf are Proteftants , and for a month or fix weeks, this talſe ook 
and truce impoſture paſſeth current with thoſe of Geneva, whom all that time they freely pers 
mit and ſuffer to enjoy the Laws and privileges of Hoſpitality in their City, and the ſooner 
and with far leſs ſuſpition and doubt) becauſe they obſerve, that they very often frequent their 
Sermons and Churches » although in their hearts and devotions, God knows, they both aredis 
relfty Roman ITS But at the end of this ſmall time, underſtanding that the two Syne 
dicks, and the reſt of the Magiſtrates of chat Ciry b:gan to pry more narrowly into their ſtay, 
and more neerly into theic aftions 3 Then they thinking to mock God and their ſouls, and fo 
to make Religion onely eo be a cloak toroverygil their villany, he then and there reſolves to 
marry her before he goc to Millan, which indeed affords ſweet muſick to the heart, and melody 
to the thoughts and mind of this laſcivious dame Maſſerina, the which (he eſteemed to be the 
chiefeſt felicicy ſhe could defire upon carth ) exculing the alteration of this his reſolution ups 
on her ſickneſs and indiſpofition ( which alſo was as falſc and counterfeit, as the pretence of 
their Proteſtant Religion was feigned and hypocritical ) and to that end ke acquaints the Mis 
nifters and the Ancients of the Church therewith 3 But they being as regular in their ations #8 
le was cxorbitant, and as pious in their intentions as he was prophane in his, queſtion him 
hd or Churches in Poifou 


where they averre they formerly dwelt) that they were both of them Proteſtants by Religion, 
and that their Marriage was honourable and no way clandeſtine 3 affirming te him, that it 
wes againſt the Rules of their Religion , the Conſtirutions of their Church, and the Laws of 
their City , todoec otherwiſe, cither tothem , or to any ſtrangers whatſoever : Which Har- 
court well percciving , He now comes too ſhort in his Arichmerick, and having none to ſhew 
them inthatnature, he (wears under the ſaddle, and ſo lacks his importunacy — 
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defires of Marriage fruftrated, and blaſted in the very offoms3 and now they ſee that 


iT with a ſpecious excuſed dilatory delay 3 When acquainting his Adoſſerine therewich, they 
Teeth that ſee cher hopesnipe and tte pin = 
their abode and y in Geneve, neither can, nor mult be long, But here betides chem anochr 


ed for ac which will ſpeedily tranſportthem thence ; 


--Icis the pleaſure and mercy of: God, that Noe! (Harcourts man) is not a little grieved im 
r 


heart, and afflifted in minde, ar acyer yp res of thiz foul and treacherous crime , in 


' fraling away Meſſcrine his Brothers wilſc entertaining and - + Jang as his own, He 


knows how infinitely this their adultery is diſpleaſing to God , and to men, and hog 
oppoſite and repugnant it is to Grace and Nature. Wherefore bolding ita troubleto his mind. 
avexation to his heart, and a ſcruple to his conſcience any longer to attend and follow them, 
becauſe he is aſſured, that the divine Juſtice and vengeance of God, will never permit.them to 
long cither undeceRted or unpunilhed, He calling to his remembrance the ſweet, vertues and 
of his Miſtris Le Precoverte, and (by oppoſition and Antithefis) com them to 
the foul vices and whoredoms of Maſſerine, he our of his duty to the firtt, and de ion to 
the ſecond, though a bad Servant to his Maſter, yet was a good Chriſtian to God, gives- his 
La Precoverte very ſecret intelli » of his Matters laſcivious reſiding and living 
here in Geneve with Maſſerine, whereof he ſends her word, he is a very forrowball and un- 
willing cye-wicncſs, fo leaves che reformation thereof, firſt to God, and then co her ſelf, 
Que vertuous ſweet Genelewoman Leg Precoverte, is wonderfully afflifted and grieved, at this 
ful crime of Adultery betwixt heff Husband, and his Siffer Maſſerina, whereat her chaſte heart 
wards him, and herpure and religious ſoul rowards God, makes her ſend many tears to earth, 
to heaven. Once (he thought to acquaint her brother /imory herewith, but then fearing 
his juſt choler might peradventure' cxaſperate him againſt her, Huzband , ſhe again afſoon 
forſakes that opinion and intent, as holding it more diſcretion and fafety to befilent herein g0- 
mards him. And yer conſulcing her griefs and affliftions with God (whoſe ſacred advice and 


- Miftance how to bear her ſelf in this ation and accident, ſhe religiouſly implores) (he at aft 


{ems it a part both of her aff:Aion, » and conſcience, to uſe her beſt z:al and cndeavory 
w reclaim them from this their abominable, and beaftly courſe of life, And in regard her po- 
rerty» weakneſs , and fickneſs will not (according to her defires and wiſhes) permir her toride 
over tothem in perſon to Geneve, ſhe therefore commits and impoſeth that charge to her pen, 
wwrite both to her Huzband Harcourt,as alſo to his lewd Siſter, or rather his laſciyious Scrum- 
Meaſſerine, to ſec if her Letters {by the permiſſion and providence of God) may prevail 
ir hearts and ſouls co reform and draw them home, the which ſhe parpoſely, 

y can 


- adexpreſly ſends by a confident Mefſenger, and with the greateſt ſecrefie ſhe poll 
dvik. | 


Her Letter to har Husband intimated this. 
LA PRECOVERTE to HARCOURT. 


| br flight and Adultery with that graceleſs Strumpet Maffcrina, is ſo diſpleafing to God, as 


I cannot but wonder that his divine Juſtice will permit Geneva or any other place of the 
world to contain you without puniſhing you for it yea when in this foul crime of yours, T conſider 


ter by my ſelf, and you by your Brother Vimory , 1 finde that bis grief proves my ſhame, and my 


ſhame his grief, and that you and her are the true cauſes of both. 1 have examined my thoughts 
and ations, my beart and ſoul, andcannot conceive that I bave any way deſerved this your ingr a= 
titnde towards me, and therefore fail not to certifie me why aud wherefore you have undertaken this 
vitious and lewd courſe of life, which in the end will aſſuredly produce thy miſery, as now already it 
doth your infamy, except your comtrition to- God, 6s ſpeedily redeem it, And in regard that you 
aremy Husband, aud that I both hope and believe it tobe the firſt fault is this kinde and nature, 
I therefore bold,you more worthy of my pity than of my hatred, and of my prayers than of 

aurſes, So if you will abandon your deboſhed Sifter, and come bome and live with me who am 


v4 


and ſorrowful wife, my arms and heart ſhall be as open #s ever they were, both to receive and 
fargive you, yea, I will wholly forget what is paſt, and prepare my ſelf to welcome you bome, with « 


thouſand ſmiles and kiſſes, i ill reſolve and ber benceforth to love . 
riectconfeer roche) par hevemngeth > 0m wg to love me 45s muck, as former® 


LA PRECOVERTE. 
bice 


-- 
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| Her Lettcr to Meſſerindbewrayed theſe Paſſions.” *'- | 504 
*Y LAPRECOVERTE to MASSERINA: 


LR 


? 


' TO longer Siſter, but lewd firumpet, was it not enough for thee to abuſe thine own Husbayd, 
but thas thou muſt likewiſe bereave me of *mine, who is his own and only Brother : as if a ſingh 

fin and ingratitude, could not content thy laſcivious luſt, to ſatisfie thy inordinate deſires : but that 
thy impiety 10 God, and propheneneſi and obſcenity to thy ſelf, ſhould make thee guilty of ſo foul a crime 
as Adultery 3 and which is worſe, of ſuch @ faul and baſe Adultery as comes very neer to the wor 
kind of Inceſt 3 whereof thy thoughts aud heart can inform thee , and thy Conſcience and Soul aſſure 
thee,” it will hereafter make thee as truly miſerable, as now thou falſly thinkeft thy ſelf happy. Wheres 


fore triumph not, to bave made my grief thy glory, and my afflition thy felicity, for God ( who is ax | 


uſt. as powerfull) will requite my wrongs 1m thy Perſon , and when thou leaft drameſt thereof , bis 
po puniſhments will ly ſcourge and revenge thy laſcivious pleaſures , except thou 6 and 
proftrate thy jel at the feet of his ſacred Mercy with tte contrition, and at the Altar of bis ſavi 
Grace with unfeigned repentance for the ſame , by reſtoring my' Husband tome , andthy ſelf to thing 
and by making thy peace with God, whom ſo highly and hainouſly thou haſt therein offended ; which 
if thou do, thou maye(t then reeftabliſh thy fortunes , and redeem thy reputation, or elſe for ever 
aſſuredly ruine both them and thy ſelf. So if I ſee thee to imbrace this chaſt , and to follow this ver« 
tuous and religious courſe , I will again aſſume the name of a Siſter , and leave that of a Strumpet tt 
wards thee, yea, I will whaly forget theſe thy (almoſt unpardonable) wrongs and diſgraces which thou 
effereſt me, and for ever bury them in perpetuall ſilence, and eternall oblivion. 


LA PRECOVERTE;. 


- Het Meſſenger arriving at Geneve, he firſt finds out Nocll;and then ſecretly delivers theſe two - 


Letters to Harcotrt and Maſſerina, who much muſing and more wondring thereat , withdraw- 
themſelves into their Inner Chamber;, they there break up the ſcales and peruſe them; 
reat their hearts galled, and their Conſciences ſo netled and ſtung, as they cannot refrain 
from bluſhing for mecerſhame, and then again , from not looking pale with meer anger theres 
at. Thus looking ftedfaftly cach on other,their own guiltineſſe doth for the time prefent ſore- 
what affli& and perplex them. Harcourt wondercth at his Wifcs Ken yr in writing to him; 
and Maſſerina is not a little diſmaid and daunted, to ſee that her Husband hath not written 
unto her. Harcourt is diſcontented with his Wifcs peremptory Letter, Maſſerina is apprehen- 
five and fearfull of her Husbands filence , when again changing their conccits and thoughts 
which inconſtantly alter, and extravagantly range, without any intrinſicall peace, or trar qui- 
lity 3 Harcourt thinking of his Brother Vimories filence ; attributes it to contempt and hatred, 
and Maſſerina contemplating and raminating on her fifter La Precovertes choler, reputcsitto 
extream grief, ſorrow and indignation 3 Burt at laſt conſulting together hereon, they both of 
them cancurand fall upon this reſolution ; that to colour out their laſcivious life , they 
their anſwers to her, muſt overvaile it with much ſeeming chaſtity, and pretended ſanCticy 
picty, And the better to om any danger which ma ecd from Vimories ſilence, or re- 
venge , they muſt remove from Geneva, and ſpeedily reſolve to forſake and leave it ; When fear 
giving life to their deſpair , and deſpair _— wings to thcir fear, they call for pen and 
paper, and cach return Le Precoverte their ſeverall anſwers by her own mefſenger who had ftrit 
charge and command from her to ſee them, but not to dare once to ſpeak or exchange a. word 
with cither of them, the which (according to his duty) he very honeſtly and punGually per 
formed, only to ſhew her gratefulnefſe to honeſt Noel, (he gave preciſe order to him to render 
him many hearty thanks from her for his true reſpeR and fidelity towards her, which ſhe would 


never forget nor leave untecompenced, and yet all this while neither Harcourt nor Maſſerine | 


were any way ſuſpirious that it was their man Noell, which gave Le Precoverte intelligence df 
their relidence in Geneve. 


Herconrts Letter to his Wife was in theſe tcarmes. 


HARCOVRT wLA PRECOVERTE. 


Ds, ot reſhly and unjuſtly torment thy ſelf with jealoſie at my abſence, for thou ſhalt find s 
much joy thereof at my TeFUrns5 now thou belegveſt and feareſt the contrary «l have vowed to ac- 
7 : company 
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wecompany my Siftey in-Law Maſſerina to our Lady of Loreto,' which is the beſt Saint of the beſt 
Country of the world, 'Tealy, (whether we are now ſetting forwards from'this town of Geneva; to 
which boly Lady and bleſied Saint, her Oraiſois for ber Husband, and mine for thee, are and ſhall be 
a5 repleat of pure afſetiion and piety, as thou imagineſt they are of iniquity and prophaneſs. Trueit 
is, F committed an errour in not acqiaimting thee with my departure , which I perceive thou &ftcemeſt 
# crime 3 but when ſhortly I ſhal tbe ſo happy to exJoy thy ſweet company and preſeice, then my juſt 
reaſons will juſtly enforce thee both '10 know and acknowledge , that that pretended crime of mine is leſs 
than an errour, and this errour leſs than nothing. And thou wilt be yet farther inquiſitive why,or {rum 
whence our Journey was firſt derived, I pray let theſe gentrall tearmes content thy fear, og war e 
/ th Felouſie, that it it was her devotion and Conſcience 10God, not my defire or affeUtion to her which 
gevelife and birth to it 3 therefore I bold it rather an unmerited cruelly, than a condign penance; 
* * either for my heart to be tied to a#k, forgiveneſs of thee, or my ſoul of God for this thy pretended crime 
of mine, whereof I am as innocent as thy Fear and Jealouſie deenies me guilty. Therefore I allow of 
thy piery, 1 accept of thy Prayers, yea, and I rejoyce in thy affeQion to entertain, and thy reſolution 
to welcome ms home with thy ſmiles an4 kiſſes when I'tome , the which ſhall be, if tot ſo ſhortly as 
thou expettejt or I deſire, yet as ſoon a5 reputation and good ſpeed ſhall permit. 


HARCOVET: 
Maſſerina's Letter to her Siſter in Law carried theſe lines. 
" MASSERINA to LA PRECOVERTE. 


Y departure and abſence hath neither wronged mine own Husband nor abuſed thinie , for it is 
{I my pure zeal to God, and not any laſcivions luſt i my ſelf which drew ms to this devotion to ſee 
Loreto, and him (through bis goodneſs ) to the reſolution honourably to accompany me thither, and 
therefore my heart defies that foul ſin of Adultery, and my ſoul deteſts,that odious one of Inceſt, whereof 
I am far more innocent than thou thinkeſt me guilty. I am ſorry for thy grief, and I grieve for thy 
effliton, and am ſo far from triumphing in the one, or glorying inthe other , as I have given that to 
wy thoughts with paſſion , and this to my mind with compaſſion, although I confeſs T have ſmall reaſon 
to place it ſo neer me, in regard thy Fealouſie is the ſole authour, and my fidelity and chaſtity no way 
the cauſe thereof z, wherefore I am ſo far from fearing , as I love Gods Juſtice, becauſe as in other 
finnes I have offended his Divine Maiejty, ſo I am ſure that in this I bave no way incurred or merited 
bis indignation, and do moſt freely re/er my fortunes and reputation to his ſacred pleaſure, but not to 
thy ſecret diſcontents and ill grounded choller, from which (by the plea of @ juft proviſo) I have all the 
reeſons of the world to appeale, as alſo for that foul ſcundall and infamous Epithete of a Strumpet, 
which I thought thee too vertuous once ro conceive, much leſſe to name, but lea} of all for one Siſter ins 
Law (without cauſe or reaſon) togiveto another : But thou art La Precovertc, therefore I forget 
this ingratetull crime of thme, and Þ am Maſſzcina, therefore jreely and abſolutely forgive it,and 
to do thee as much right as thou bajt done me wrong, I wil ſilence it in eterndll obſcurity and oblivion. 


MASSERINA. 


And is it not worthy of our obſervation,or ratacr of our deteſtation, to ſee how impiouſly 
theſe prophane wretches deny thistheir Adultery towards God , and alto to Le Precoverte 
whom they have ſo hainouſly off:nded therewith , and which to Heaven and Earth, to 
ind bjs Ang:ls, and to theie own hearts and Conſciences are nevertheleſsas apparent as the Sun 
M1 bis brighteſt Meridien, yea, had-they not wilfully fled from God, and preſumptuouſly 
abandon:d themſelves to Saran, to contrive ſach irrcligious excuſes,and to frame ſach —_— 
Apologies, for theſe their foul crimes and aff:nces,and ſo to make hypocrifie the veile of their 
Adukery, and the cloak to cover it from the light and fight of the world : And is it not « 
refolution worthy of a halter in this world,and of Hell fire in that to come;to attempr marriage, 
when the Wife of the one, and the Husband of the other, arc in perfe&tirength,and full of 
and health , (efpegially Maſſcrina's Hasband V imory) as but right now to their ſhame , not to 
their glory, they thnderftand by La Precovertes Tetters ro them. To the Magiſtrates of Geneve, 
they are firm Proteſtants, and as they pretended, fo they then (as they conftantly affirmed) 
intended to live antl dic. To Le Precoverte in their Letters they are ſound Roman Catholickes, 

and inthe fublimity and ſingularity of heir zcal travelling towards the Lady-of Loreto, in de- 
votion.O wretched Chriftians;or indeed rather O miſerable wrerchesgthus with your hypocrifie 
eo 
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to think to deceive God, v7 hen therein you only deceive your own ſelves and Souls. For can 
there be a greater miſery found by. us on carth, or ſcnt us by the Pevill from Hell, co make Reli- 
gion (which of it ſelf is a | aus and ſoveraigne Antidote):to become a fatall drug, and a pers 
nicious ingredient to poyſon, not to preſcrve our ſouls, and fo, only to delight. our (earthly hu; 
mours andaff:Rtions , and to plcaſc our carnall defircs, and concupiſcences ?.Of all forts of 
men (after the Atheiſt and the murtherer ) the Kypocrire is the vericſt Devill upon carth, and he 
is ſo much the more wretched and execrable, in that he guilds over his ſpeeches, life and aRiony 
with the ſeeming ſkew of 5 Bi rs devotion, when God and his ulcerated conſcience know , 
that he is nothing leſs, To be luke-warm in Religion, is to be prophane, not Religious ; 
And as wine mixt wich watcr is ncither wine nor water, fo he that is of two Religions is of nej- 
ther. For God who is till jealous of bis own honour , and of our ſalvation, will not only 
have our ſouls , but our hearts to ſerve him , and nor only our hearts, but alſo our tongues to 
orific him, that is to ſay, all our aCtions, and all our affeRions, not a picce of our heart, but 
will have our whole heart, and not an angle or corner of our ſoul, but our whole ſoul : For 
in matters of his Divine Worſhip and Service, (which confiſts in that of our faith, and of hig 
glory) he will not admit of any Rivall or Competitor, nor be ſerved in any other manner,thay 
as he hath taught us by his facred Word and Commandements, and inſtcufted us by his holy- 
Pro bleſſed Apoſtles. | 
But again to Hgrcourt and Maſſerina, whoſe laſcivious hearts and lewd Conſciences not per« 
mitting them co reft in affurance , or reſide in ſecurity any where, the very day after they had 
diſpatched the meſſenger with their Letters 0 La-Precoverre,(holding Geneva no place for them, 
nor they for Geneve) they trufſe up baggage,and ſo with much ſecrecie leave ity and dirett their 
courſe to the great and famous City of Lyors, (ſome two and twenty Icagues thence) and which 
js the fronticr Town of France, and there they think ro ſhrowd themſclves among that great 
affluence and confluence of people which inhabit and aboad there from divers parts, and they 
make choice to live in this fronticr City, becauſe it is near to Savoy, where if any danger (hould 
chance to betide or befall chem, they might ſpzedily and fafcly retire themſelves there , and (o 
lay hold on the Law and priviledge of Nations , which is inviolable throughout all the 
world. At their arrivall at Lyoxs they take their Chambers and refidence neer the Arſenall, 
though for the two firſt nights they lie in Fanders ſtreets. They have not been in Lyons fifteen 
daycs, but there befell them an accident very worthy both of our obſervation, and of theie 
remembrance, which was thus ; A Genleman of the City of Tholouſe named Monſieur de Blaiſe, 
having ſome five daies before treachcrouſly killed his cldeft Brother Monſieur De Barry, in the 
high way as they travelled together upon a quarrel! which fell out berween them , for-having 
ached andclandceftine ftollen away his faid elder Brother De Berray*s Wife from him , and 
conveyed and tranſported her away with him : There was a privic ſearch then made in Lyons, 
when that ſame night Harcourt and Maſſerina were upon ſuſpicion apprehended for them, and 
laid inſure keeping, But the next morning before the Seneſchall and Procureur Fiſcall,they ju- 
ſtifi:d their innocency, by many who knew De Blaiſe, and ſo were cleared , but yer jt gave 
them both a hot Camiſado and fearfull Alarum, and Icfr an ominous impreſſion in their hearts 
and minds, whereof ( for the conformity of the cireumſtances of this ation wich their own) 
had they hadthe grace to have made good uſe, they had not (hereafter) made themſelves fo 
famouſly infamous , nor conſequently this their Hiſtory ſo prodigiouſly deplorable. 
Harcourt and Maſſerina whiles they ſtay here in Lyons, (as guilt is ſtill accompanied with 
fear (do ſeldome go forth their Lodgings, and when they do, they (for their berter ſafety ) dif 
guiſe themſelves in different Apparell, and for her part ſhe gocs ftill cloſe masked , and muffled ' 
in hcr Taffata coyffe. Yea both of them make it their praRtiſe to frequent the fields often,but 
c Churches and ftrecrs ſeldome;as if their foul crimejof Adultery had made them unworthy the 
Communion of Gods Saints, & conſequently all good company too worthy for them. He ex» 
ceedingly fears his Brother Vimories ſilence and revenge, ſhe highly envieth and diſdaincth hee 
Siſter in Law Le Precovertes jeloufic, and till char diſgracefull word of Strumpert (which (he 
upbraidcd her with, and obtruded to her in her Petter) ftrikesand fincks deeply in her heart 
and remembrance, in ſuch ſort, that it ſo pofſeſſeth her thoughts with malice , and takes up her 
mind with choller wy fierce indignation , as ſhe vowes to her ſelf not thus to ler it paſſe in 
filence, or to vaBilh and dic away in oblivion, quite contrary to that which her late Letter to 
her Siſter Le Precoverte promiſed and ſpake. And here it is that the Dzvill icſt begins to rake 
ff:fſion of her heart , aud by degrees to ſeize upon her ſoul , and to make her wholly to 
Efake God, For knowing La Precoverte e& be Wife to her Brother in Law and lover Har- 
court, (whom ſhe aff<A&s a thouſand times dearer than her own Hazband , yea , than her own 
lifc) ſhe is therefore ſo great a beam to her cye, ſo ſharp a thorn to ker kicart, and ſo bitter a 
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cocralive to her concent, as ſhe nor only atf..mes bad rhuughtrs, bur bad blood apain(t ber : For 
yowing that none ſhall ſhare with her in his aff. tion, (hz forgetting her Conſcience ard Soul, 
Heaven and God, is ſpecdily refolved to cauſe her to be poyſon<d, her enraged malice being 
capable of no other cxcuſe or reaſon bur this , that it is impoſſible ſhe can reap any perfet fe- 
licity or content in carth, till ſhe have difſpatch't and ſent her to Hearen. To whack end ſhe 
jafinoatcs ber {clt into the acquaintance of two Apothecarics of that City , and deals with 
them ſeverally and ſecretly to cff:& this helliſh buſineſs, for the which ſhe promiſed either of 
them a hundred crowns of the ſum in hand, and as much more when they have «fed it, and 
filry more ta defray the charge of their journey. Bur the devil hath made her ſocrafty and 
ſubcile, as (he ſtill retains from them, the name Maſſerina and the place! Troyes where the party 
dweke z there are good, and bad men of all Countries, Faculties, and Profe ſhone, theſe two A- 
ries are as honeſt as ſhe is wretched, and as religious and charitable as ſhe is prophane 
and bloody, ſo the one denies her requeſt with diſdain and cholters and the other with charity 
and compaſſion, alledging her many pious conſiderations and reaſons to difiwade her from this 
foul «nd bloody at, the execution whereof, though tacitely, yet infallibly threatneth (fayes 
bz) no Icfs than the ureer ſubverſion of her fortunes, and the ruine ard corfufion of her life in 
this world, if not likewiſe of her ſoul in that to come : So ſhe being hereat a little galled and 
ung in Conſcience, to ſce that this great City of Lyons affords poyſon but no poyſoners, to 
a&and finiſh this her bloody proje& : The devil hath yet notwithſtanding, made her ſo curi- 
ous in ber malice, and ſo induſtrious, and reſolute in her revenge, as enquiring whether there 
were any Italian Emperick, or Mountcbank in that City (whom ſhe thought might be made fit 
and flexible to her bloody defires and intents) ſhe is advertiſed, thatthere departed one hence 
fome cight days fince, who is gone to reſide this Spring of the year at the Bathes at Pougges, a 
mile from the City ot Nevers , his name being Seignior Baptiſte Tivoly, (whom 1 conjeQure 
derive his firname trom that pleaſant ſmall Town of T:voly, ſome twenty ſmall miles from 
Kome,whcrcin there are many Cardinals,country Palaces,or houſes of pleaſure)being very kil- 
full in Minccals, and in cxtrafting che ſpirics and quintefſence of divers other vegitives; of a 
vai-glorious, and ambirious humor and diſpofition, and yet of a very poor cſtate and means, 
and ſuch a one, as indeed Maſſerine holds every way a fit agent and inftrument for her turn and 
lc. 

; She is glad of this advertiſement, and will neither give nor receive any truce from her heart, 
or her heart from her revenge before ſhe have ſeen and ſpoken with Tivoly, The which to effec & 
ſhe to Harcourt pretends a ſudden ach in her right arm,and ſo upon good adviſe tels hin that ſhe 
isvery deſirous to go to the Bathes of Pougges by Nevers, there co ſtay ſome 15. or 20. days at 
fartheſt 3 Harcourt (no way once dreaming of her inveterate malice, and far leſs of her revenge- 
full and bloody intents towards the ſafety and life of his wife Le Precoverte) approves of her 
reſolution and journey, but intreats her to be wonderfull carefull of her ſelf, her health and 
ſafety, and proffercth to accompany her himſelf: ſh: with many kiſſes, dearly thanks him for 
his care of her and aff:ion to her hereinz anſwererch him that his ftay in Lyons will take her 
journey the more ſafe & ſhort, ſo ſhe accepts of the man for the maſter,and only takes Noell along 
with her, who reſpeRs her ſo well, as he cares not for her fight,much leſs for her com : She 
arrives at Nevers,% (impatient of all delay )the next morning finds out Tivoly at Pongges, bang FI 
very tall man, of a coal black. beard, and of a wan and ſullen countenance, ſhe by his Phyfiog- 
nomy judgeth chat her hopes will not be deceived of him ; The ſecond day ſhe breaks with him 
about her helliſh buſineſs and finds him traftable to her deviliſh intencs : They proceed to this la» 
mentable bargain, and ſhe is co give him one hundred Crowns in band,and a faithfull promiſe 
ofa hundred & fifty more when he hath cff:Qcd ir,as allo fifry Crowns for the charge of his jour 
ney,the w® ſhe limits at 15. days, ſo having ſetled this her buſineſs, ſh: now names the party to 
Tively whom ſhe will have him to poiſon, Le Precoverte ro be the woman,who reſides and dwels 
with her Father Monſieur Le V aquery, a poor Gentleman inthe City of Troys in Champagne,and 
ſhe a young G-ntlewoman of ſome twenty years of age, of a flaxen hair, and very fickly, When 
giving him a ſmall Saphir ring from her finger, ſk: therewith ſwears him both to the perfor- 
mance, and ro the ſecrecy of this murther, the which, armed by the D:vil, he doth, When be- 
Ingexceeding, glad of this his bloody imployment, which brings him ſtore of gold,the which he 
efteems the Elixar of his beart, and the felicity and glory of his life, and which indeed, was the 
main bufineſs that brought him on this fide che Alpes, from Italy ro France. T his without any 
fear of God, or thought of heaven or hell, theſe murtherous and damnable miſcfeants have con- 
cluded and ſhut up this their bloody bargain. Our poor ſweet Le Precoverte, having received 
her Huzbands Lertcr from Geneva, and conſidering the Contents thereof, as alſothat of her 
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ſh ſecs her letter ro promiſe much zeal and devotion to God, and his much aff-&tion ro her, 
and yet remembring his former unkindnefſe, I may ſay cruelty, towards her; as alſo the manner 


of their 
feigned , 


baſe and clandeſtine departure, then ſhe thinks the firlt ro be falſc, and the ſecond; 
and therefore conceives (he hath far more reaſons to deſpair than ro hope either of 


their Innocency, or their return 3 Bur this is her reſolution, Harcourt is her Husband , there. 
fore ſh: will ſtill love him dearly 3 She is his Wit, and therefore (he will for ever pray for 
and his proſperity religiouſly. Thus hoping, and many times (wich many heavy fighs 
bircer tears) wiſhing and defiring his happy recurn and virtuous reformation, ſhe in his abſcence 
lives penfively and forrowtully with her Father, rath:r as a widdow than a wite, .and ſuchis 
her miſcrable eſtate , and poor and ſorrowtul forrunc, chat ſhe well knows not, whether ſhe 
more grieve or rejoyce that God hitherto hath given hcrno Child : For, ah me, ſhe is ſo invis 
roncd with afflitions, ſo incompiſſcd with calamitics, ſo aſſaulced with fickneſs,and fo 
ed down with ſadneſs and diſconſolation , as ſhe reputes her life worſe than death, and 
wiſheth her Huzband at home with her, or her ſelf in Heaven with God. 

Bar, alaſs, alaſs, dear ſweet young Gentlewoman, jlictle doft thou think or dream (now 


thoa defireſt death ) what a helliſh plot there is contrived and intended againſt th 
theſe two bloody Faftors and Agents of the Devil , Tvolr, and thy Sifter Maſſering : og 


= 


rine, Maſſerine, the diſgrace of thy name, the infamy of thy family, the ſhamie of thy time, and 
the ſcandal of thy ſex. O how | want words not tears, to-condemn thy crucl rage, and to exe- 
cra e thy infernal malice and fury, thus to reſolve to imbrew thy guilty hands in the innocent 
blood of thy chaſte and virtuous Sifter-in-Law, Le Precoverte; for was it not fin and lufte« 
nough for thee to have heretofore bereaved her of the love and preſence of her Husband , 
chat thou wilt now be ſo-wretched and inhumane, as likewiſe to rob her of her life ? O grief, 
O ſhame, O pitty, that thou ſhouldeft once dare ro think thereof, much lefiz ro attempe it, I 
mean ſo lamentable a crime, and fo bloody a fat, which affure thy (elf, as there is a Godin 
Heaven, will never go long unpuriſhed on Earth. 

Bur 1 muſt proceed in this our fad and mournfull Hiftory , and therefore wich anunwilling 
and trembling reſolution, 1 am enforced co declare that this limb of the Devil, Tivoly , rides 
away to Troyes, where he ſpeedily and ſecretly makes profeſſion of his Empery. When under- 
ſtanding that Mounſieur &e le V aquery is conftantly in the City, he { with an Italian impudence 
and policy ) ſoon «krews and infinuates himſelt into his company. And as it is the vanity of 
our times, and the weakneſs and imbecillity of our judgements (in any profeſſion whatſocra) 


fill to 


hca:ing this Italian to devour Latin a: his pleaſure, and rather to vomit than utter forth w 


preferre and reſpe& ftrangers before our own Countrymen, ſo Monſieur de le V a 


Catalogues of Phyfical phraſes , which he had ftollen, not learnt from Ariftetle , Galen, wl 
Paracelſus, his ignorance belceves him to be very learned, and therefore he holds him a mel 
fix Phyſician to cure his Daughter Le Precoverte of her Conſumption , whereinto (as before ) 
ſhe was deeply and dangeroufly fallen, by the unparalleld gricfs and ſorrows which ſhe conce 
ved for h:r husbands former unkindneſs to her, but more eſpecially for his preſent abſence and 
flight with his ap ary ark or mar res unhappy hour ) her Father LeVs 
mentioneth it to Tivoly ; Whic occalion and opportunity he 
og form promiſeth him his beft are and skil for her recovery, and the next rd w- os 
his houſe with him , and vifiteth his Daughter : He finds her to be weak, lean, and pale, the 
which. ſerves the better for his turn, to colour out this his bloody purpoſe to her, When(ii 


there had becn any humanity in his thoughts, any grace in his heart, or any ſpark of rel 


- or picty 


tlewoman would have moved him to _ and not with helliſh cruel © reli 


in his ſoul } the very fight of this ſweet, this harmleſſe, this beauritull 
But his (infall hcarr, his ſeared conſcience, and his ulcerated and virnlenc ſod 


poylon her. 
fad (in favour of Gold) made this compatt with the D:vil, and therefore he will advance, and 
not retire in this his internal reſolution. He feels her pulſe , caſts her eſtate in an Urinall, 


receiv. s 


he adminiſtreth her two Pils, three mornings following , where 


thirty Crowns of her Father for her cure, and fo —_ her to beof good comfon, 
of (harmlcſs ſweet Gentlews- 


man ) within three daies after ſhe ſaddenly dyes in her bed by night : is. afhcming to her 
ſorrowfull Father and Friends, that before he came to her, the violency 


inveteracy of het 


Conſumption, had turned all her blood into water , and exhaufted and cxtenuated all the rs 
dical humours of her life ; which = —_ of this baſe and bloody Italian Mountebank, 


current with the fimplicity of his 


licf and their judgements : So he buriech his Daughter, 


and with hechis chicfecſt carthly dcelighe and joy. Within three daies after that his ſorrowfull 
and Jamentable Tragedy wasaQted , this Monſter, this Devil incarnate, Tivoly » leaves Troes 
and poaſts away to Nevers, wherche raviſheth Maſſerina's heart with the joyfull news and 


aſſurance 
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affurance ot Le Precovertes death and buriall , ot whom he reccives his other hundred and fifry 
the which according to her promiſe ſhe failes not preſently to pay him down. And 
here again they ſolemnly ſwear ſecrecy cach to other of this their bloody fatt. 

Wrerched Meaſſerine feafting her heart with joy , and ſarfciting her thoughts with content 
roſce the rivall and competitor in her loves, La Precoverte thus diſpatched ſent for heaven, 
She now thinking to domineer alone in her Harcourrs heart and aff:Qion, eſtcems her ſelf a 
1m neerer to him in marriage, that ſo of his Siſter ſh: may become his Wife, For this is the 

ty 


and content whereat her heart aymeth, and the deleRation and joy wherein her defires 
and wiſh:s terminate. But her Hugsband Vimories life doth daſh theſe joycs of hersin peeces, as 
ſoon as ſhe conceives them , and ftrangles them , ifnot in their birth, yet in their cradle. She 
finds Nevers to be a pleaſent City, and Povgges a delightfull little place to live in, and when the 
Spring ispaſt and the great confluence of _ retired and gone home, to be a place of far 
more ſafety for them than Lyons, Yea,& ſh: affects and loves it farthe better, becauſe here it was 
he firſt heard and underftood of Le Precovertes death , which as yet for a time ſhe cloſely con» 
cealsto her ſelf ; Wherefore ſhe ſends Noel! ( her man ) to Lyons to his Maſter, and by her letter 
praics him ay to come and live with her at Nevers , which ſhe affirms to him isa pleaſanc 
Citys and that there ſhe attends his arrivall and company with much aff:Rion and impatiency, 
Harcourt, to pleaſe his ſweer-heart Sifter Maſſerins , tons Lyons , and comes to her at Ne- 
vers, where with thanks and kiffes , ſh: joytully welcomes him, wlling him that theſe 
bathes of Pougges , have perfectly freed her of her ach ; bur in her heartand mind, (he well 
knowes,it is the death of Le Precoverte,and not thoſe bathes,which hath both cured her doubts 
and ſecured her fears. They have not lived in Nevers and Pevgges above three weekes fince his 
arrivall, untill they here (but by what meancs I know not) underſtand of Le precovertes death, 
whereat he ſcemes nothing ſorrowfull, but ſhe extreamly glad and joyfull. And by this time, 
which is at leaft a whole year fince their flight and departure from Saint Simplician and Sens, 
—_—_— Travels and other gifts and expenſes , have conſumed and expended a pretty ſum 
oftheir money. In all which time , we muſt anderftand that Vimory batcs bis Wite and Bro- 
ther ſo exceedinglyj, as he (in contempt of their crimes and deteftation of their trecherous in- 
gratitude) ſcorns cicher to look or ſend after them z bur the only m_ which he uſcth to- 
wards him in his abſence, he pretends a great ſum of mony to be due to him from him, and in 
compenſation thereof, ſcizeth upon the remainder of his Iands, and by Order of Juftice gather- 
eth up, and collets his rentsfrom his Tenantz, to his own uſe and behoof. ich extremely 
Harcourt, and afflifts Maſſerina, who (by this time) ſeeing in what obſcurity and confi- 
in what continuall fear and eminent danger they live in : As their laſcivious affeQions, 
fotheir irrigular defires, and irreligious reſolutions, look one and the ſame way , which is to 
ſend her H , and his Brother Yimory to Heaven, after his wife Le Precoverte, yea ſo reſo- 
lute are they in theſe bloody interitions and defires, as they wiſh and pray for it with zeal, and 
defice it wich paſſion and impatiency. And now their malice is grown ſo reſolute, and thei 
reſolution ſo graceleſs in the contemplation and conceiving of this bloody faft, as they bewra 
it each to other. Maſſerins vowes to him that ſhe can reap no true content cither in her lik 
or conſcience, before, of his fiſter he make her his wife 3 Nor l replies Harcourt, before 
Brother /imory be in Heaven, and I marry thee and be thy Hasband here'in carch. When 
( as a bloody Courteſan and Strumper) ſhe gives him many thanks and kifſcs for this his aff-Qi- 
onto her, and malice to his Brother Vimory for her ſake 3 when (working upon the advantage 
of time, occaſion and ity) She els him, that in her opinion , the ſhorteſt and ſureft 
way is codiſpatch him by poyſon. Harcourt diſlikes her judgemnt, and plot, as holding is 
no way ſafe in taking tory life, to entruſt and hazard his own at the curtefie of a 
( at which ſpeech ofhis, ſh: bluſticth and pallech as being conſcious and memorative 
of what ſhe had lately cauſed to be pe by Tivoly) Thercfore he thinks to acquaint 
- wt _—_ —_— = m_ ants is _—_ IR -_ —_—— two I 
wns, more of year on daring his life, if he will p Brother Vmory 
todeath as he is walking in He fields But Nel! is too honeft a man , and too good a Chrifti- 
an to fſtabb at the Majefty of God, in killing man his creature and Image, and abſolutely denies 
, and although he be a poor man, yet he rejets his offer, as reſolving never to pur» 
chaſe wealth, or arena lar ond, meer 7 era + 
bites his lip for diſcontent and anger. So conjures himto © —_— ſecrecy and filence _ 


—_ 
% 


propolicioa and buſinctſe, which Noeil promiſech, bur ſwears not 3 Hereupon Harceurt to 
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roach neerer Sexs, Hz and Maſſerinaleave Nevers, and very ſecretly by lirtle Journies (agg 
Fe grearcft part by night) come to Maſcon, and there his heart ſtrikes a bargain with the D; 
and th: D:vil wich his Soul and re:(olutions, to ride over himſclf ro Sexs, and there wihhiy 
own hands to piſtol] his Brother Vimory to death in the ficlds, or if bis Bullers miff: him, hey 
to firiiſh and perpetrate ic with his own Sword. O wretched Gentleman , O execrable Bro 
ther thus to make thy Hope and-Charity prove Bankrupt to thy Soul , andthy Faithuny 
God ! | 

But nothing will prevail with Harcourt, to difſwade him from this bloody bulineſſs 
Whereunto the damnablc treachery and malice of Maſſeriua impetuouſly precipitates and ka. 
ſtens him onwards, although ir be againſt her own Hugband, So he leaves Maſcon, and ing 
diſguiſed beard, and poor ſute of Apparell , comcs to Saint Sinplician, purpoſely lcaving 
Sens, alinlc on his left hand. Where waiting for his Brother Vimory, at the-end ofa plea 
fant Wood of his, alittle mile from his houſe where he knew he was accuſtomed to walk atbae 
by himſclt (olitarily ; He pecſonating and atting the parc of a poor begging Souldicr, and comp. 
terfeiting bis Tongue as well as bis B:ard and Apparell, with his Hat in hishand (clpying hy 
Brother) he gocs towards him with an humble reſolution , and requeſteth an Almes of him, 
Which Vimery ſeeing and hearing, he in meer charity and compaſſion of him, becauſe he ay 
him co be chough apoor, yet a proper man, and which is more a Souldier, draws forth his 
purſe and whilcs he looks therein for ſome ſmall picce of filver 3 Harcourt ( a8aDiſciple of 
the Devil) very ſoltly. draws out his little Piftoll ouc of his lefe {Ieeve ( which he covered with 
his Hat )) ſinus charged it with two Bullets, bclets fly at him, and ſo ſhoots him in the 
trunck of his body, alittle under the heart, of which two wounds he preſently fell dead to the 
ground , bcing as unfortunate in his death , as his Brother was miſcrable and diabolicall in gj= 
ving it him, for he only fetched cwo groany, but had neither thepower or happinc(s to ſpeak 
one word. And the Dcvill (in the cataſtrophic ofthis mournfull Tragedy) was ſo ſtrong with 
Harcourts as his malice towards his Brother Vimory, exceeded not only malice but rage and 
fury it ſelf, for fearing he was not yer dead, he twic: can him thorow the body wich his (word; 
When leaving his breathleſſz body all goring in his hot recking blood, he withall poſlivk cc» 
lerity rakes his horſe (which he had tyed (* ourof light) to a treenot far off ) and fo withall 

ſible ſpccd gallops away to his now intended Wife Maſſerina at Muſcon, who triumphs widy 
Joy at his relation of this good newes , the which co her, yeato them doth, is equally pleating 
and deleftable, Bur God will not permit that theſe wretched joyes and criumphs of cheirg 
ſhall Laſt long. 

This — murther of Afoxficur Vimary is ſome two hours after known at hishouſe and 
Pariſh of Saint Simplician, as alſo in the o_s Sens, and fo diſp:rſed over all Burgundy, 
and the Murtherers narrowly ſought after, but in vaine z Harcourt and M-4ſſerins meex 
with theſe reports at Meſcon, but yet they hold it diſcretion. and ſafety , a ſmall time longer, 
to conceal themſelves ſecretly in that Town , and fo to ſuffer the hat of this newcs- to 
pa: over, and be blown away. But at the end of two moneths Harcourt ( ſetting # 
milk white face upon his bloody Fatt ) arrives at Sens , and from thence to his mans 
nor. honſe of Saint Simplician , which now by the death. of his Brother Vimory , who 
diced without iſſue, wholy devolved and fell to him. Who having formerly played the 
D-vill in murthering. his ſaid | Brother, he now as infernally plaics the Hypocrice- in 
mourning for his death, making ſo wonderfull an outward ſh:ww. and: demonſtration of 
ſorrow for the ſame, as he and all his ſervants. being dighted in blacks. A moneth afeer 
he ſends for his good Siſter in Law Maſſerize, who. comes home to him , and they ſecm 
ſo abſolutely, ſtrange cach to. other , as if they had never ſcen one another during all 
the time of their abſence}, and ſhe likewiſe ſeemes to drown her: (elf in hee tears, 
and is likewiſe. all in-blacks for the death of her Husband 3 But God. in his- due cine 
will pull off. this, their falſe maxk, and dete&. and revenge both their horrible Sinnes of 
Adulery and Murther, Now. as cloſe as they conccale this their diſhonourable flighe 
and departure, yet. it is diſgovered and found out, and held ſo odious, ſofoul, to all the 


Gentlemen an Lol their Neighbours ( who yet know. nothing, of their Murthers) as 
they ailn.co welcome, them home, or ( which. is leſſe) to-ſee them- which they-bork' 
Cei . 


are inforced. with gricſs to, obſeric,, ax holding ic. to be the: reflcQion of -their, owndil: 
| grace 


—_cw__/l _ _-————__— 
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and icandall , the which henceforth to prevent, they within ewo Moneths atter 
Fed. for their Ghoſtly Fathers, as alſo for two Jeſuits, and the Vicar of their Pariſh, 
and acquaint them with their defires and reſolutions ro marry : But theſe. Eccl:haftique , 
affirme it to be dire&ly oppolite ro the Rules and Canons of the holy Catholique Romans 
Church , for one Brother to marry the Widdow. of another , as alſo againſt the written 
Law of God z and therefore they utterly ſeck both to perſwade and difiwade them from it, as 
being wholly unlawfull , and ungodly , and fo refuſe ro Conſent thereto , much lefs to per- 
form it without a diſpenſation from the Pope, or his Nuntio now refident at Paris, They 
cauſe the Nutio to be dealt with about it , but he peremptorily refuſerh it; But in favour of 
money, and ſtrong friends , within threee moneths they procrre it from Rome , and fo they 
areſpcedily marricd , now thinking , and withall belciving and triumphing , that this their 
Nupciall knot hath power to deface and retleem all their former Adulteries, and now wholly 
wiped off their diſgrace arid ſcandall with the World. And therefore in their own vain and 
impious conceits , are ſecure, and abound in wealth , delight, and pleaſure 3 Butjas yet they 
have not made their peace with God. 

Come we therefore firſt to the deteRtion and diſcovery of theſe their bloudy crimes of 
murther , and then to the condign puniſhments which they received for the ſame : Where- 
ofthe manner briefly is thus; It is many times the pleaſure and providence of Ged, to puniſh 
one fin in and by another , yea aud ſometimes one fin for another the which we ſhall now ſee 

rent in this bloudy and helliſh Italian Mountcbanck Tivoly , who repairing tothe great 
of Sens , - there beginning to profeſs his Empery to a rich Goldſmiths Wife of that 
City named Mounſieur de Boys , he the third day ftole a ſmall casket of Jewels and Rings from 
him out of a Cupboard, (the lock whereof he _— pickt, anfl ſhut again ) valucd at 
four thouſand Crowns , and the ſamc night fled upon that robbery towards Maſcon , thinking 
there to put himſclf on the River of Soar, and fo to lip down to Lyons , and from thence 
over the Alps into Italy. De Boys makes a ſpeedy, and curious reſearch for his theef, 
whom as yet hee could not find, or difcovcr z When hearing of this Mountebanck T:voly 
his ſuddain departure and flight, hetakes himtobe his thief _ him in perſon , and 
within four leagues of Maſcon apprehends him, (having to that end brought twoProvoſts 
(or Sherriffs) men with him in their Coars, with their Piſtols at Saddle bow, to afſift ) him, 
De Boys finds many of the Jewels and Rings about Tively, and divers others wanting, the which 
he could never recover : Sobeing brought back to Sexs, he was firſt impriſoned, and then 
examined by the Senſhal! and the Procurer Fiſcall : When having neither cauſe, nor colour 
todeny this robbery of his, he therefore freely confeſſed it, the Devill fill affuring , or rather 
betraying his hopes, confidence, and Judgement 3 Thar it is very pope and he thinks very 
probable and feaſcabl to corrupt his Judges with ſome of the Jewels which he had cloſely con« 
cead and hid about him 3 Bur, he ſhall ſpecdily ſee the cohtrary, 

For they ſeeing this Italian Emperick (by his own confe ag guilty of this great and 
remarkable robbery , they condemn him to be hanged the very next day for the ſane. , Sa 
having a Cordlier ( or Gray ) Fryer, ſent him that night to priſon to prepare his ſoul for 
Heaven ; He the next moruing ( according to his ſentence of condemnation ) is brought to 
execution ; Where on the Ladder, he ( to free his Conſcience and Soul) doth conſtantly 
and ſorrowfully confefle, that he had formerly pr Madamoyſelle La Precoverte, daughter 
to Monſieur de La V aquery of Troyes, and that he was hired todo it by the Lady Maſſerina, of 
whom at Poygges he received two hundred and fifty Crowns and a ſmall Saphir Ringto 
perform it, as alſo fifty Crowns more, which ſhe gave him for his charges from Nevers 
t Troyes , and ſohe dics in the conſtant confeſſion of this his foul and lamentable murther, 
and is hanged for his Rpbbery : and his body afterwards burnt for deſtroying and poyſoning 
of this young Gentlewoman Lay Precoverte, whom many Gcntlemen and Ladies there preſent 
well knew, and exceedingly bewayled, for the goons of her ſweetnature and pure beauty, 
a8 alſo for the exccllency Sher honourable jons and religious vertues z And alrhough 
the Speftators of this wretch Tivoly his death expeted ſome ſpeech from him, at the taking 
of his laft farewell of this world , yet ( befid:s his former confeſſion he ſpake nothing bug 
mumbled out ſome few words to himſelf, which were not underftood 3 Aud thus he lived 
wretchedly as he dyed miſerably ; giving no teftimony of his contrition 'or ſorrow to the 
World, or any ſpark of grich, or tepentance, towards God. 


Z 2 Now 
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Now before his body was fully conſumed to Aſhes, - This our Wretched and bleug 
Gentlewoman Maſſerina , together with her o1d Lover but new Hutband Harcourt, agg 
(by order of the Judges of Sexs apprehended and taken Priſcners in their own keyſs 
of Saint S1mplician, as they were walking and IKitfling regether , without ny thoughy 
of danger g much Icfs of death, They hereat look cach on other with gricf erd 2flo. 
nifh nent , efpecially Maſerina , who underfianding ( by ſcn e of thuſe that apprehend 
thei. ) Thatir was the fralian Mountebank Tyvoly , who at his Execution accuſcd her, 
but not hz Rusband Harcourt for having and cauſing him to poyſon her Siſter Ly Pye. 
coverte, fh:erhen ces her}fſelt ro bez dead Woman , and no hope left her in the World 
of her liiz , but every way afirm affurance and confidence of her death z yer ſeeing Tyugh 
dead, ſh: refolves to ſtand upon her Juſtification. She isall in Tears at this her lamen« 
table diſaſter , curſeth the name and memory of Tyvoly for ruining her , with himſelf, 
and/ now , when it is too late fhee blames her ſelf of indifcretion , for neglQing , and 
not dealing cfftually with 7 I V O L Y in Priſon, to conceal this her fait and 


Namc. 


As for her Husband Harcourt , he ( knowing himſclf abſolutely Innocent of this mur« 
ther, hc grieves not for the death of his firſt Wife La Precoverte, but now cxtremely mour- 
neth and lamenteth to think of this, of the ſecond Wife Maſſerina , for live, he fears ſhe 
cannot, Hz bids her yet bz of good comfort, and whiſpereth her ſecretly jn her Ear, 
thac he will give all his cſtate and means to ſave her life, or elſe that he will dye with 
ſhe thanks him with a world of fighs and tears, and rounds him as privatly in his Ear 
with many _ Oaths and Afſcverations , that her tongue ſhall never dare to ſpeak any 
one word or ſyllable to her Judges , which ſhall tend to the prejudice of his reputation, 

| faſcty or life , and ſo they are by their apprehenders ſeperated ; and then ſeverally conveyed 
| tothe Priſon of Sens , Maſſerina is firſt arraigned by the Judges , where ( according to her 
| formerreſolution ) ſhe ( not with tears , but with high words and ſpeeches ) ſtands upon her 
Innocency and Juſtification , they inform her how ftcongly Tivoly at his death declared ſhe, 
had given him two hundred and fifty Crowns, a Saphir Ring , and fifty Crowns more to 
pay his charges at Pagges , and how he at her ipſtigation , and in favour of this her Gold 

yſon:d La Pricoverte at her father Monſieur La V aqueris houſe at Troyes , ſhe terms Tivaly 
witch and devil, yea worſe than'a thouſand devils. Thus to accuſe her falſely of this murther 
of her ſiſter Precoverte , whereof ſhe vowes to God and the world , to Earth and Heaven , that 
ſhe is as innoccnt as that damned Italian was guilty thereof ; but the Judges (notwithſtanding 
all theſe her great fumes and cracks } do preſently condemne her to the rack , the whichas 
ſoon as ſh: ſaw and conſidered the ſharp nature of thoſe exquiſite torments, then God was ſo 
merciful to her ſoul by his gracc, though ſhe was not ſo heretofore to her body by the 
tration of her foul iins, that ſhe would not permit her tender dainty limbs to be cxpokeles 
the miſery of thoſe cruel cortures, but then and there confefſeth her ſelf to be the author of 
poyſoning La Precorerte her fiſter , as Tivoly was the ator thereof, when being here by her 
Judges farther demanded whether her laſt huzband Harcourt were not likewiſe acccflary with 
her in poyſoning of his firſt wife La Precoverte, ſhe with much aſſurance and conftancy cleers 
him hercof, and is fo kind and loving to him , as ſhe ſpeaks not a.word: to them , of 
his piſtolling to death of her Husband his Brother Vimory : So for this her foul and bloudy 
fat of hers ſhe is condemned to be hanged the next morning and for thaz night agaln 
returned co Priſon , where ſh: and her ſorrowfull Husband , make 'great ſaute to the Ju- 
ges that they may for a ſhort time ſee and ſpzak one with the other , bur it will not be 
granted them ; When Harcourt being as confident of his own life , as he was of his wifes 
death , makes ſecret proff:r ( by ſome friends of his ) to. the Judges of all his Lands and 
demanded to fave his wife , but they ( reſembling themſelves ) doſo much fear GOD, 
and reverence and honour the ſacred Name of Juſtice , as they arc deaf to his re- 
queſts. 


The next morning (* according to her ſentence ) ſhe is brought {tot the place of 
her Execution, but (| at her carneft and importunat requeſt 7 ſo early , that very 
few pcople were preſent at her death , where being' aſcended the Ladder , ſhe there 
again curſed the name , and execrated the memory of that wretched Villain Tivoly, 
and wiſh:d much proſperity and happineſs to her Hutbaad H 4A RACOURT, 


when 


__ 
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when turning her Eje abour , and ſceing a Coſcn (3<rmain ot his there preſenc named 
de Pizrpoint, (hz cals him to her , and is fo vain at thislaſt period ( asit were) 

of her lite, as ſh:e rakes off her Glove and Bracelet from her right band and Arm, 
and praycs him to deliver it to his Cotin and her Hasband Harcourt , andro affure him 
from ber that (he dicd , his moſt lovinz and conſtant Wite , which Afonſiewr Pierponte 
fichfully promiſed her toperform , then a $:bordinat Officer of Juſtice being there ro ſee 
her dye, tls her that he was now commanded by che Judges his Superiours, | ro tell het, 
that (h: bzing now to leave Earth, and fo ready to afſ:nd into Heaven , they prayed her 
in thename and fear of God to declare to all thoſe who were preſent , if her Husband 
flarciurt, yea orno, had any hand , or were knowing or acceſſiry , with: herin rn 
y:ta 
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ſoaning of his firſt Wife Le Precoverte, and that ſhe ſhould do piouſly- and- Chriftia 
diſcover the truth thercof, which would undoubredly tend ro Gods glory , and the -fal- 
vation of her own ſoul : when ſh:e ſol:mnly vowed to him , and to alllthe p:ople ; 
that her Hubband HARCOUR T never knew , nor in thonght z word, 
ord, or deed, was any way accefſury knowing or conſenting with her or Tivoly, in poyſos 
ing of his Witc , and this which ſhe now ſpake was the pure truth, as ſh: hoped for Heavenz 
now aftcr a few tears, (hz moſt vainly and idlely fcll prayfing and commending of him 
eſpecially how tenderly and dearly he loved her; with other ridiculous and impertinent ſp:e- 
ches tending that way , which I hold (every way) unworthy of my rhention and rep:tition 
{bur had not th: grace, cithcr to look up to Heaven, or to God with repentance, or the good- 
neſs to look down into her own heart, conſcience or foul , with contrition and ſorrow tor all 
thoſe her foul Adulteries and Marthers ; Neicher to pray toGod for her ſelf, orto requeſt 
thoſe who were preſent to pray to God for her 3 And ſo ſh: was turned over, all wondring and 
grieving at her bloody crime, and ther-fore ſome few Jamentirig or ſorrowing for this her infa- 
mousdeath :; Bur ſhe there ſpeaks not a word, or the ſhadow of a word, cither of her Husband 
Harcourts yiſtoling to death of his Brother her firſt Hugband Vimory, or of her knowledge 
thereof or Conſent thereunto. 

Now though Harcourt ſeemed outwardly very forrowfull for this ſhameſull death of his wife 
Maſſerina, yet he is inwardly exceeding Joyfull, that her ſilence at her death , of murthering 
his Brother Vimory, hath preſerved his lite with his reputation, and his reputation with his 
life 3 Whereupon being the day freed and acquitted by the Judges of Sexs; borhs of his pre- 
tended crime, as alſo of his impriſonment; He compoſing his countenance eqrally betwixe 
os ſorrow, returns to his houſe of Saint Simplician, where now thinking: himſelf abfo- 

xly diſcharged and cl:ared ofall theſe his former Adulteries, as alſo of bis aecruell mure 
thering of his Brother 3 He within two {or at moſt within three moneths after his wife Maſſeri- 
naes Ex:cution caſts off his mourning apparell, (which he wore for her death) and neither 
thinking of his ſoul or his conſcience, or of H:aven or hell , heflints and froliques ic out in 
brave apparell, and becauſe he is now fortunatly arrived to be chicf Lord and Maſter of a 
great eſtate both in Lands and mony, therefore he thinks it not his pride, but his glory, and 
not his vanity bat his generolity to delight and put himſelfnow into farr;richer Apparrell than 
ever formerly he had done, whereofall the G:ntlemen his N:ighbours , yea,all the City of Sens, 
(with no little wonder }) rook efpeciall notice thereof; Yea he is ſo far from once dreaming or 
thinking cither of his murthering of his Brother Vimory , or of the deplorable and penn 
ends of his two Wives, as with much vanity, and with farr more haſt then diſcretion or conft- 
deration, he now ſp2:dily refolves to take and marry a third. But his hopes will deceive him, 
becauſe God in his ſacred Jaſtice and Judgments will deceive his hopes. 

For, when he thinks himſelf ſecure and ſafe , not only from the danger, but likewiſe from 
the ſuſpicion of any fatall or diſaſtero18 accid-nt whch can poſſibly befall him ; then, the tri- 
umphant pow:r of G ds rev:nge will both ſuddenly and ſcundly ſurpriſe him. His honeſt man 
No1!, (with an obſervant eye, and a conſcionable, and forrowfull heart) hath heard of Le Pre» 
covertes poyſoning , and of Vimorjes piſtolling to death, and hath likewiſe ſeen the hanging 
both of Tivoly , and of his laſt Miſtris Maſſerina. In all which ſeverall accidents, as one way 
he wondreth at the malice of Satan : So another way he cannot but infinitly admire and ap- 
plaud the juſt Judgments of the Lord : H- likewiſe knows what his Maſter Harcowrt is to him 
and he to his Maſter , and in time of his ſervice and attendance under him , whax different and 
ſcverall paſſages of buſineſs and ſecrets have paſt berween them : He hath remarked 'farr more 
vices then vertues in his Maſter , whereat he' much grieveth , but he was infinitly more enfor- 
ced thrn deſirous cither to fee or knowthem , and this again _ exceedingly rejoyec him : He 


3 well 
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well knows that fidelity is the glory of a ſervant , and yet it is a continuall ſerfible grief to hiy 
heart, and vexation to his ſoul, to ſce that his maſtzr ſerves God no better : He doth not de, 
fire co know things (which concern his ſaid Maſter) whereof he is ignorant, but doth wiſand 
to God that he were ignorant of many things which he knows > and of more which hg 
= and being very often perplex:d in his mind with the reluQation of cheſe different cauſe 
and their as different effets, He cannot but in the end fatirfic himſclt with this reſolution 
That as Harcourt is his Exrchly Maſter , ſo God is his Heavenly Maſter. But bere betides ag 
and unwiſhed Accident to this Neel, which will ſpecdily ry of what temper and 
both himſelf, his heart, his conſcience and his ſoul is made , and what infinite diſparixy 

there is betwixc Earth and Heaven. 

By the pleaſure and viſication of God, He is ſuddenly xaken extream {ick of a peſtilent Fegs 
ver , but not in his Maſter Harecourts honſe, but in his own Fathcrs houſe , who dwelt ſomg 
four leagues thence at a pariſh called Saint Lazare, and his Phytician yeelding him a dead 
man, hc,as a religious Roman Catholick, takes the extream Union, and then prepares him« 
ſelftodye: Buthe is ſo morall, and fo gooda Chriſtian, as (the premiſes confidercd ) hee 
reſolves to carry his conſcience pure , dl his Soul white and unſpotted to Heaven. He 
his Father thereforc,that he will ſpeedily ride to Sens (in whoſe Juriſdiftion Seint Lazere wa) 
and to pray two of rhe three ſudges to come over to him, for that hz hath a great Secret to re» 
veal them now on his death-bed, which conduceth to the glory of God, the ſervice of the Ki 
and the good of his own ſoul. His Father accordingly rides to Sens, and brings two of t 
Ju es Beedily with.him to his Sons beds;fide,to whom (in preſence of three or four more of 

athers N:ighbours ) hegvery ſick in body, but pertcRly found in mind, tels them , that his 
Maſter Hercourt would (heretotore ) have had him piſtoll his Brother Vimory to death , and 
fered him two hundred Crownsin mony , and forty Crowns Annuity during his lifeto 

m it, but he refuſed it , and knowing the ſaid Mounfieur de Vimory to be fince murthered 

y a Piſtoll , he therefore verily believes , that it is citherhis ſaid Maſter , or ſome other for 
him , which is guilty of chat lamentable murther , the tru: detection whereof (he ſaycs) he 

ves to Godand to them, and within half an hour after , (yca before they were departed 
is Fathers houſe ;) this Noel! dics. 

Hereupon , theſe Judges wondring at the providence of God , in the evidence of this 
dying man for the diſcovery of this Iamentable marther, They ſpzedily ſend away their 

who Hercourt in his own houſe of Saint Simplician , carowlſing and 
it in his beft Wine, in Company of three or four of his deboſh:d Conſorts and 
Companions, and ſothey bring him to Sexs : Where lying in Priſon that night, the next 
morning thc Judges of that City cauſe him to be arraigned before themz and Charge him 
with piſtoling of bis Brother Monſieur de Vimory to death , which (fortifi:d and armed 
the Devill ) ly and ftoutly denies 3 they read his man Noells dying Evidence 
him, to prove it : So they adjudge him the fiery torment of the Scorpions,- for the vindis 
cation of this truth , the which he endurcth with a wonderfull fortitude and conftancy, 
fill denies. When their heart being prompted from Heaven , and their ſoules from 
God, Thathe was yet the undoubted murtherer of his Brother , they the ſecond time 
«djudged him to the rack , whereon permitting himſclf to be faſtened , and the tormenten 
giving good touch at him , God is more merciful! to his ſoul , than his Tortures areto 
body, and fo with tears in hiscyes , he confeſſ:th that it was hee which Piftolled his 
Brother Yimory to death, and which afterwards ran him twice thorow the body with his 
Rapier : Whereupon for this bloody and unnaturall fat of his , His Judges ( without 
any regard to his extra&tion or quality) condemn him the next afternoon between four 
and five of the Clock,to be broken alive on the wheel at the publike place of execution: 
Some few Gentlemen his Kinsfolk ſolicite his reprivall, becagſe as yer they deſpair nor of his 
pardon, but their labours prove yain, and they purchaſe no reputation in ſecking it, for now 
rye _ = _—_— Country cry fic on him, and on his foul and enormous Crimes of 
ratricide. 
So the next day, ( at the hour and place appointed ) he is brought to his Execution, 


_ where a concourſe of people, both of SENS and the Adjacent Country, 


of murthering his Brother - x £ and yet he grivece farr wore for the death 
laſt Wife Meoſſerixe than he doth 
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forgivenels ot God, and the World for this his ſoul crime of Fratricide , and prayes all 
who are there preſent to pray to Almighty; God for the ſalvation of his ſoul , thar 
they become more charitable and Religious, and eſs bloudy and prophanc, by bis example. 
So commending his ſoul unto God), his body to the Earth from whence it came, and marking 
himſelf three or four times with the lign of the Croſs , he willingly ſuffers the Executioner to 

his Leggs and Armes upon the Wheel , the which as ſoon he breaks with his Iron Barr; 


a he have ſeized upon death, and death on him, | F 
And thus was the wretched lives, and miſerable, and yer deſerved deaths of theſe our cruell 


inhuranc, graccleſs Marthergrs 3 and in this manner did the Triumphs of Gods 
- them to their ſhame, and cut them offto their. Confuſion. May we read 


to Gods glory; and as often meditate thereon to our own particular reformation and 


—_ _ — — - —_ — 
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Gods revenge againſt the Crying and Ex- 
ecrable Sinne of Murther. 


HISTORY XVIIL 


Romeo (the Lacquie of Borlary ) kills Radegonda , the Chamber-maid of the Lady Fcliſanna in 
the ſtreet, and is hanged for the ſame ; Borlary afterwards bireth Caſtruchio ( an Apothecary) 
to peyſon her Husband Seignior Planezc, for the which Caſtruchio is hanged , and his body thrown 
into the River, and Borlary is bekeaded, and then burnt. 


Ti is a thouſand griecfs , and pittics, to ſee Chriſtians who are honoured with that glorious 
ticle and appellation, ſhould ſo wilfully and wretchedly loſe it, by imbrewing their guilsy 
hands in the innocent bloud of their Chriſtian Brethren, and thereby to bereave our ſelves of 
that rich ornament , and incſtimable Jewell, which God (in his Son Chrift Jeſus ) hath lent 
us for the planting of our Faith ; and given us for the extirpation of our prophaneſs, and roo» 
ting out of our Impicty. But this is the ſubtle malice, and malitious ſubtilty of Satay, (he 
profefied enemy , and Arch-Traytor of our ſoules) as alſo of his infernall Agents and FaRtory 
who thereby make themſelves fire-brands and incendiaries of their own felicity and ſafety. And 
becauſe the examples ofthe wicked, do ftrike apprehenfion and fear to the godly, and che the 
pony and death of murtherers , doth fortific the Charity, and foment and confirm the 

nocency of theliving. Therefore (for that Reaſon, and to this end) 1 have purpoſely given 
this next Hiftory a place in my Book, wherein we ſhall ſee Choller, Malice , and Revenge, to 
aCt many deplorable and bloudy parts ; Let us read it witha zealous fear and a Chriſtian for- 
titude, and fo we ſhall afſurcdly hate this foul and crying Sinn in others, and rcligiouſly , and 


conſtantly avoid ir in our ſelves. 
The 


== XF 7F ” ee” Oy Coy Ou Hr "I 


 FPEpPSSrq ”rDS> Momo, 


HXVIIL  Planexs and Felina: IG 


Th foundation of this Hiſtory , is laid in the fair and famous City of Verona , ( anti- 
ently a great Colony ofthe Romans , ſince a free eſtate of ir ſelf, bur now dependant and 
ſabj-& co the Eſtate and Szignior of Venice )) wherein their lately dwelt an old Gentlemen be- 
ing a Widdow:r, and one of the chicfeft and nobleft families of that City , named Seignior 
Fibritins Miniats , who was rich in Lands, but exceeding wealthy in mony , ( whereof he 
had par a grzat and remarkable Sam in the dank of Venice) hz had one only Child, a daugh- 
ter of ſome cighteen years of age, named Done Feliſanns,, who was wonderfull fair, and a 
moſt lovely ſweet Creature , tall and fl:nder of ſtature , of yellow Golden hair , and ſanguine 
dmak Roſe Complexion; Now as her beauty was cvery way anſwerable to her birth and 
etiraftion, no leſs were her fingular vertues and ſweet perteRions to her beauty, and a 
awealch , b:auty and vertuc concurring and meeting togerher, are three powerfull Jurcs,s 
and attraftive Adamants to draw the defires and aff:Qions of many noble Gentlemen to ſeck 
her in marriage 3 Sotwo of her chief Suitors and who chiefly flattered their hopes to injoy 
thisfweet and precious Jewell of nature , and who ſtood in beft poſſibility to bear away her 
affion and her ſelf, was Sejgnior Thomas Planeze , a brave young GentIcman of the Neigh- 
bour City of Mantove , of a ſweet preſence, and proper comely tcature , of fome twenty five 

old, not very rich, yet endued with competent means to maittain himſclf like himſelf, 
foe nfinicly well bred , and adorned and honoured with all thoſe generous parts and en> 
dowments which are requifite to make the Gallants of our times compleat , and the other 
Seignior Inan de Borlari, a very rich Gentleman of che ſame City of Verona, a proper man of 
commtenance , bur of pzrſonage ſome what crook-backed , and much Camber-legged , and 
drawing towards forty years of age z bur of education , conditions and qualitics ſo igno- 
rant and incivill, as hc ſeemed ro be rather a Citizen than a Gentleman, or indeed , more a 
clown than a Ciciz:n , and y:t otherwiſe of metall and courage enough. And that we. may 
the more apparently ſee , and perte&tly know , upon what terms they both ftand , as well in 
the opinion of the Father, as the afſ-Q&ion of the Daughter 3 Miniate is infinitly defirous of 
Burleri for his S>n-in-law , but not of Planeze, and Peliſanna is exceedingly affected to 
take Planeze for her Huzband , but not” Borlari 3 which they both perceiving 5 whiles Borlari 
intends to ſcek the affeFion and conſent of the Father before that of the Daughter 3 Plaxe- 
ze ſhapes a contrary courſe, reſolves to ſeek and | om that of the Daughter before the Fa- 
ther , the regard of Borlari his wealth , and of Planezes poverty with covetous Mmiete like a 
furious ſtceam, or impetuous Torrent, beats down all other regards and co#fiderations before 
it. But the conſideration and reſpe& of Borlari his deformed petſonage; and then that of Pla» 
(e265 ſweet feature and deportment with amorous Feliſanna, as a delicious charm , and hearts 
kviſhing extaſic, ſweeps away all other regards and reſpects whatſoever. The Father bids Bors 
larito be couragious and cheerful, and then he ſhall not fail to have his Daughter for his 
Wife 3 But the Daughter wills Planeze to be diſcreet and conſtant, and then ſhe will not fail 
totake him for her Husband 3 Miniata to ſhew his love to Borlari, forbids Planeze his houſe, 
and the company of his daughter 3 Feliſanna to reveal her dear and fervent aff:A&ion to Plas 
reze, aſfurcth him he (ball oken enjoy both her (ight and company , but confidently if not pe- 
remtorily, prohibits Borlari ro approach her preſence, Thus whiles Borlari often frequenteth 
andconverieth with the Father publikely, no leſs , or indeed farr oftner doth Planeze privat- 

y and whiles the firſt hath more cauſe to deſpair, than reaſon to hope of her affcXion and 
conſent to bz his wife : the ſecond hath all the reaſons and cauſes of the world , not only to 
hope but to affure himſelf thereof ; But the patience of a little rime, will ſhortly reſolve our cu» 
rioficy, whereunto theſe different affections will tend, and whatthe event and iffuc will be of 
theſe their oppolite intentions and reſolutions. | 

But becauſe th: ambition and wiſdom of Borlaty will make is conſpicuous and apparant to 
his Miftris , That there is much difference berwixt hini, and Planeze as there is between her- 
fff, and her Chamber-maid Rad:gonda; He therefore ſeeing that he cannot hitherto gain her 
by the pzrſwafion of her Father , now hopes and attempts itby this her maids ſolicitation zas 
holding her to be a fit inſtrument for the compaſling of his defires , and a proper Agen for 
the perfeCting and crowning of his wiſhzs, becauſe his beſt genius and intelligence in form thim, 
that ſh: hath a great power and bears a great ſtroke and ſway with her Miſtres : But we (ball 
ſhortly ſee , and he too ſoon find the contrary , and that theſe his ill grounded hopes and: uns 
&rvala and betray his wiſdom and judge- 


ing attempt of his, will both deceive his ambition, i 
ment, Now to gain this her chamber-maid Radegonda to his will, that _— with the more 
facility and cheerfulneſs, ſhe may obtain him her Miſtres 3 her favour and affeQtion _ 
: L 
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bribes her with filver and Gold, and many other gifts, if nor roo coſtly tor his giving, ye; 
lam ſure too rich for her receiving , and in requicall thereof ſhe with her rongue promiſerh him 
her beft power and aſſiſtance towards her Miſtris , but in her heart intends the contrary , which 
is dire&cd to betray him 3 He ſends likewiſc by her to hislove, and her Miftris divers curioy 
rich preſcnts and ewo Letter, and prayes her to take time at advantage , and fo to deliver them 
to her from him 3 the which likewiſe ſhe faithfully promiſeth, but yet intends nothing leſs, & 
ſh: hoalds it rather a vertue than a vice, to keep theſe preſents for her ſelf, and.to give the 
Letters to his Corrivall Planeze, to whom (by ſolemn Oath )) ſh: had formerly ingaged hee 
beſt art and power , and her chiefct aſſiftance. Which policy, or rather which fallacy of hen 
5s not ſo ſecretly born betwixt P laneze and her (elf, bat Borlar i ( by ſome finifter accidentall 
means ) hath perſc& notice thereof, which he takes ſo unkindly at R adegondaes hands, as(con- 
ſulting more with paſſion then reaſon) his heart is ſo inflamed with Choller , and his refoly. 
tion with revenge againſt her , that (impaticnt ofall delayes ) he ſends for her one afternoop 
to meet him ately Amphitheatre, and from thence goes with her to the next fircet to a frinds 
houſe of his, where aſcending a Chamber and bolting the door wiahin fide ro himghe ( with 
choler and threats (chargeth her with this her ingratcfull infidelity and treachery toward him; 
when drawing all the truth from her,by making hcrſclf a witneſs againſt her ſelf yas well ofthe 
delivery ofhis Letters to Planeze , as alſo of keeping her preſents for her ſelf, and that her Ni. 
fris and he arc ſolemnly contratted each to other : He there in meer revenge to her, and ig 
malice and diſdain to her Miſtris , pulls off her head attire, and very baſcly and violently cuy 
away all ker hair , and throws it into the fire, notwithſtanding that Radegonda (irft fell on her 
knees , and with infinit tears and prayers beſought him to the contrary : But as he hath mady 
it an atof his revenge to Radegonda, and of his diſdain to her Lady, his unkind Miflris Fab 
ſanna, ſo he now likewiſe reſolves to make it one of his juſtifications to the world. Poor Rs 
onde is all in tears and choller at this her diſgracefull accident received of Borlari , and no 
leſs, but rather farr more Is her young Lady and Miftris Feliſanna, the gricf of the one ingen« 
dring the choller of the other , yea this ignoble and malicious faft of his doth ſo dee ly ſtriky 
in her heart and mind , and ſo cxtreamly exaſperateth her againſt him, as ſhe makes her lover 
Pleneze acquainted therewith, who (notwithſtanding ker Fathers prohibition) was then dif- 
cended his Coach and aſcended the Parlor to viſit her. Planeze wondreth and grieves at this 
incivill and baſe indignity of Borlari towards Radegonde , which he every wayes ſecs can 
no way but refſe& on the other = of himſelf Feliſanna, and fo conſequently on himſelf: 
When (being in her ſence) the paſſions of his aff: ion, and the fumes of his revenge {6 
farr rclipſe and tranſport his judgement, as he freely profereth her his Sword, and ſelf, to 
right Radegondaes wrong on the perſon and life of Borlari, the which courtefie and noble aþ 
ion and reſpe&tofhis Felifanna takes moſt lovingly and kindly ofhim, but yer loves himfo 
tenderly and dearly, that by no means ſhe will permit him to ingage much leſs to hazard him- 
ſelf in this triviall quarrel! 3 which being (as ſhe affirmed ) more ferxinine then maſculine , did 
therefore more properly belong to ker own deciding and requitall, the which (in that tegard) 
ſhe prayed him wholly to leave and referre to herſelf, 
Borlari (by ſome of Miniataes domeſtique ſervants , whom in favour of mony he hath made 


- to be his friendly Spies and intelligencers ) hearers hereof, and ___— takes notice of Pls 


nezes forwardnes to fight with him for the quarrell ofa poor Chamber-maid , ſo ſeeing thaths 
could hope for nothing bur for deſpair in his affe&ion from Feliſanne , he takes this ſo ill from 
Planeze,)) who although he be his rivall and competitor , yet being ina manner but a ftranger 
to him) that he cannor, he will not be outbraved by this Mantoveſſe in any point of courage 
or valour, and therefore to prevent his inſulting and daring Generofity , and to give him# 


| —— of his own : He the next morning by his lacquic Romeo ſends him this Chak 
& 


BORLARY to PLANEZE. 


| fo regard thou couldeft not content thy ſelf to bereave me of the Lady Fcliſanna, whoſe ſweet braw 
ty and wertues are by'farr more dear and pretious tome then my life, but that ( with much oftents* 
tation and malice) thou likewiſe makeſt it thy Trophee and _ , to offer-bey the ſacrifice of 
death , only for the triviall reſpe& of her Chamber-maids hair; Therefore becauſe thou makeſt 6 
ſmall anefteem of my life ; My reputation invites, and mine honour conjures me to ſee what care tht 
wilt bave for the defence and 4 of thine own. To which end, I pray thee to meet wee to mot 
row ( betwixt fizve andſix of the clockin the afternoon )) with thy ſingle Rapier without ſeconds 
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8 the fir meadow without the Vinſenſa gate of this City , where I will attend thy arrivalh with 
much zeal and impatiency Thbox art Noble enough to be ſo generous, and I generous enough to try if 
thou wilt appear , and approve thy ſelf ſo Noble. 


BORLARY. 


The Lady Feliſanne well knowing Romeo to be Borlari his Lacquie, and fering him deliver 
zlctter to her lover Planeze , which ſhe feareth ro be ſome challenge , the therear ( adorr 
and beautifying her lilly cheeks wich'a Roſear bluſh) prayes him to cell her what Borlary his 
letter contained 3 When ( his own honour getting the ſuprematy of his affeRion towards her) 
he tels her, that Borlarz therein only requeſted him, ro mect him the nexrday ir the Pomig 

is the Cathedrall Church of that City, dedicated ro Saint Mtbawaſins ) the whith he 
is 20W going togrent him in his anſwer. Bur Feliſanns, ill! jealous and fearful) prayey 
kimto ſh:w her choſe two Letters , which he pleaſantly purs off with ſome kifſes, and yer her 
bloud and heart ſo freezzth wichin her with fear , 'as ſhe uſcth the beſtpower of her art ,- arid 
the chiefcſt Art of heraff:ftion, ro conjure him not to fall our, muchleſs to fight with Bore 
at their mecting in the Church. Planeze tells her he is too irreligious to be ſo prophane, 
tdiſdain and pollute that ſacred place with the cffufion of Chriftian bloud, becauſe it is the 
Temple of Pcaycr,the houſe of God, and therefore every way fitter for a peacctall atronemeng 
mdreconciliation , than for a contentious quarrel], now (as the malice of men is finite, but 
of women infinte) Feliſanna ſeeing her Planeze going to write his Letter , revenge and chol» 
ler being th:n cxtravagantly predominant in her looks and reſolutions, ſhe haſtily ſteps down 
intoa Chamber next to the Garden, where ſh: ſends for Borlaries Lacquie Romeo , and cauſerhi 
three of her Grooms (whom ſhe had purpoſely placed there by force and violence to cut off his 
right Ear 3 which chey preſently do, notwithſtanding that he uſed athouſand intreatics and 
prayers to her to divert her from this her unworthyand malicious fa&t , and then haftily de- 
gon him , ſhs ſpake this to him : Tell thy Mafter Borlari, that I have cauſed thine 
aarto be cut off, co requite theaffront and diſgrace which he- offered me in cutting off my 
Chamber-maid KR adegoudass hair. 

Planezs having ſecretly to himſelf read Borlari his challenge : He thinks ſo honourably of 
himſelf, and (o diſgracetully of him, as he not a lictle wondreth co ſee , that he hath the cou» 
rage to write to him, machleſs the reſolution to fight with him; When Lg that he can- 
not now have thefelicicy and honour to make tryall of his valour to himſelf, and affection ta 
hisMiftris upon a more generousſpirit, and nobler perſonage then Borlari, he a his 
o__ , andin this anſwer promiſeth him to meet him and perform it, the which he ho» 
noarably conceals from Feliſannaes fear and jcaloufic, and fo ſealing up his Letter, he goes 
down to deliver ic to Borlary his Lacquie, and reſolves to diſpeed and haften his return, but 
contrary to his expeCtation he finds this Lacquie Romeo bitterly Rtorming'and ng and 
ſademandingthe cauſe thereof, he then __ there 'by a Geneleman his ſervant , is infor- 
med ofthe Laquies diſgrace, and ofthe manner thereof as we have underſtood 3 Planeze is 
wonderfully grieved at this diſafterous accident, but love preſcribes ſo powerfull a law to hig 
diſcretion, as he is inforced to bear up with the time and fo to difſewble it, and when in the 


lmgaage of a viftory and a triumph Feliſamne acquaints him therewith ; he holds it diſcretion, 
e 


o-wink at it, anddiſfmble ir with tilence 3 then to remember it with choller 
orreprehenſion towardsherz So he to acquic his ignorance , reputation, and honour herein 
towards Borleri, calls his Lacquie again, and vowes and proteſterh to him, as he is a Gentle» 
nanthar he is free from being any way knowing or acceſſary to this his diſgrace and diſaſter, 
and: bids him to affire his Mafter from him, that he is every way Innocent hereof , the which 
bewould have ſignified to him in writing, but that his Letter was ſcaled before he knew it, 
ub fo giving him ſome crownsto waſh down his'anger and ſorrow, he then takes leaveof 


Romeo (ayes little but thinks the more, and as he diſdaineth'to 'bewray any e of” 
grief hereat, ſo he cannot cloak that ofhis choller nor overyaile or ſmorher thar of revenge, in 


their farall effects, which time will cooſoon prodace, . ; 
Romeo in greathaft and more choller, arrives to his Maſter Borlaries preſence, gives him Plov 
= Letter, who very ſpeedily and haftily breaking up the ſeals thereof finds therein theſe 


PLANEZE 
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PLANEZE to BORLARY. 


Acknowledge it to be rather thy misfortune then my merits that induceth th e fair and wertuens I. 
L Feliſanna to give her affeion to mee, and not to thy ſelf , the which as a rich tr eaſure, and 
pretious Fewell I d) not only ejteem equall to my life , but « thouſand degrees above it, and thereſorg 
was with much affetion and zeal to her , and with no oftentation or malice to thy ſelf, that I toy. 
dred ber my beſt ſervice, to right her of the ignoble wrong which thou didjt «offer to her Chamber-mazg 

. Tn which regard, becauſe thou purpoſely giveſt a ſinifter conſtrufion to my intent thergiy 
and art ſo ambitiouſly reſolute to hazard thy honour and life in hope of the loſs of mine, I do thes 
fore freely and cheerfully accept oftby challenge, and my impatience and zeal ſhall anticipate thin 
before I perform it , wherein if my Rapier give not the lieto my blond, my misfortune to my R opie 


thou ſhalt find mee enough noble and generons to attempt this duell for thy ſake, and to finiſh thoſe i 


eater danger for the Lady Fcliſannas ſake , who I jreely profeſs is the Empreſs of my affefion 
till death ſhall be the Queen Regent of my deſires and wiſhes. ER hy | 5,and 


Borlari hath no ſooner peruſed and ore-read this Letter of Planeze, but finding his challenge 

ted, he is exceceding glad —_—_—_ thereof, as if his glory couſifted in his ſhame, and 

bis fer in his danger : Then his Lacquic Romeo acquaints him wich his diſgrace aCtcd, ſaith 
he, y by Dona Feliſanne, and no way as he vowes and thinks by the conſenc or kno 

of Planeze, and fo relates all that he and ſh: charged him to report unto him : The which By. 


 lari bearing and underſtanding, he extreamly ftorms to ſee his own affront and diſgrace, offs 


red and brought home unto him in that of his Lacquic : When having other affairs and by 
finefs in his head, he contents himſelf for that time to give him ſome Gold, thereby the ſooner 
to make him forget the loſs of his Ear , which his locks berter than his looks could now over- 
vailc and cover. 

Theſe two inconſiderat Gentlemen, (being infinicly more ambitious to preſerve their ho- 
mours than their lives, and more carefull of cheir reputations towards the fooliſh people ofthe 
world , than of their ſoules towards God ) are now —_ of their Rapiers and Chirargiin, 
to diſpatch this their raſh enterpriſe and irreligious buſineſs, and it is not the leaft part of 
Plexexes diſcretion and care to play the Mercury, and now to blind the Argus eyes of Feliſas 
naes fear and vigilancy, and how to ſee a beginning and end to this ducll wich his generofity 
and fame, thac he be no way difturbed or prevented by her in the performance thereof: The 

ed hour being come, Borlary (with his Chirurgeon) as Challenger, comes firſt into the 
eld, 1 mcan into the Mcadow, the deſigned _-_ and theatre where they intend to aft this their 
bloudy Tragedy, and he hath not ftaycd halfe a quarter of an hour , but Planeze the Chal 
arrives there likewiſe with his Chicurgion : When their malice is ſo furious , and their 
ſo inflamed cach againſtother , as paſſing over their ſaluting ceremonies withouta 
ceremony, they putting themſelves into their ſhirts , do both of them draw , and fo approach 
each other, At their firſt comming up, Plaxeze runs Balari through the left chigh, and Borlgi 
him ia the right ſhoulder, and the fight of cheie ſcarlet bloud upon their white ſhirts doth re 
cher revive than quench th:ir courages : At their (:cond meeting , Borlary runs Planeze into 
the right arm ofa large and deep wound, and Planeze dics notin debt for it, but req titesit 
with a d one in the ſmall of his belly, which went near to prove morrall , for it fercht 
mach blood from him , made him to begin to faint and ſtagger, ſo being both of them well 
near out of breath, they make a ſtand to breath and take the benefit of the air, but their hear 
and animoſity are ſo great, a8 they will not as yet defiſt or leave off, but now begin a freihto 
redoable their blows and courages, and here they traverſe their ground to gain the advantag 
of the Sun: with farr moreadviſement and diſcretion then before. Now at this their third 
comming up, Borlari preſents Pleneze a furious thruſt , but he very aRively and nimbly ward 
icoff him, and in exchange runs Borlari into the neck, a little wide of his throat bole: 
whicreat Planeze inftantly clofing with him , he fairly attempted to whip up his heels, but 
that Borlery his ſtrength prevented Planezes agility : when cach having the other by the collar 
of their ſhirts wich one hand , and their Rapiers in the other, as they are ſtriving and ftrugling 
wpether, God (more out of his gracious goodneſs and mercy than of their deſires and wilte 
es) is pleaſed thar neither ofthem ſhall for this time dye. For the Earl of Lucerne riding poal 
| —_ three Gentlemen in his company) from Venice towards Turiz , chanced to eſpic and ie: 
in the meadow, almoſt all covered over with ſwear, bloud, and duſt, when he and they 
lcaping from their Horſes, he very honourably and charitably rups to them and an 
0 
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offering them his beft power and a pretty parcell of his time, to cnd and ſhut up their differen» 
ces in a friendly attonement and i » but ſo inveterat and ftrong ( by this time) is 
their malice cach to other, as he found it no way feaſcable but impoſſible to cff=& it : So this 
braveand honourable Earl contents himfelf, to reconduGt and fee them fafe into the City, 
where privatly leaving them to their future fortuncs, he again takes horſe away, Our two 
Dacllits having firſt thanked him for his noble Courtefie towards them , but otherwiſe they 
are exceedingly grieved to fee the Vitory pald our of their hands, for the vanity and impicty 
ofcither of chem flattered | and bounded their hopes, with no leſs ambition and telicity, then 
each their own life, and cither of them the death of his adverſary. Burt as they are gratefull 
tothe Earl of Lucerni for this his honourable courtzfic towards them 5 yet they are Fi irreli- 
as they Iook not up to Heaven , nor once. have the grace to think on God , much leſs to 
fk his divine Majcfty, for now ſo mercifully and ſo graciouſly withdrawing them as ie 
were from out the very jaws of death ; bur till they retain cheir malice , and cheriſh and ,fo- . 
ment their revenge cach to other, eſpecially Borlary to P laneze, for it is 4 continuall privat 
and a ſecree Corrafive to his content and mind, to ſee that he is inforced to wear the 
low Garland, and that Planeze muſt bear away his fair and beautifull Miſtris Feliſanng 
frombim : But we will for a lictle time, leave them to their choughts, and their thoughts to 
God, and fo again ſpeak of Romeo, the Lacquic of Boy/ary, who as a wretched and moſt exc» 
crable villain comes now toa& a bloody and wofull part in this Hiftory. 
For we muſt here underſtand , that this Iewd Lacquic Rome, is ſocxtremely incenſed with 
choller and inraged wich malice againſt the Lady Fehſawne forthe loſs of his Ear,as (being ſe= 
«duced and incouraged by the Devill ) he was once of the mind to have murchered her in the 
ſtreet, the very firſt time he had met or ſeen hers but then again reſpeCting bis Maſter Borlary, 
whom he knew affccd her tenderly and dearly , he forſook that oppinion of his, and refol- 
ved to wreak his wrath and indignation upon her three ſervants, who were the Aﬀtors of cut- 
ting off his Ear, as he was the Author thereof 53 But then again remembring that he knew them 
not - nor any of them for that they were all purpoſely mazked and diſguiſed ; He then ſwaps a 
pegaln with the Devill, and the D:vill with him, that the Rorm of this his malice agd revenge 
aſſurcdly fall on Radegonde her Chamber-maid, from whom it originally 
and from this reſolution he is ſo execrably prophage and bloudy , as he vows that nceicher Heas 
ven or Earth, God or man ſhall divert him, 
But as Envy cannot prove ſo pernitious an enemy to othersas to her ſelf, fo revenge will.in 
the end affuredly make us as miſerable, as firſt it falſly promiſed to make us happy. 
Romeo continucth ſtill reſolute in bis rage, and implacablc in his revenge towards R ade- 
and yet poor innocent harmleſs ſoul, ſhe was not ſo much as guilty ofa bad thought 
muchleſs of a bad aftion or office towards him and th-refore left deferving this his revenge) 
when waiting many nights for her , as ſhe ifſued forth in che ſtreet in her Ladics crrands , _ 
lat in a dark nighs found her, and there ſlew her with his Rapier, giving her four ſcy 
wounds , whcrot he mought have ſpared the three laſt , becauſe che very firſt was mortall, 
ad thereupon berook himſelf to his heels and fled through the ſtreets , where the people ock= 
edtagether at the re and knowledge of this lamen Murcher, but God is ſo exaſpera» 
ed.atchis foul and lamentable fat of his , as (in his Stare-chamber of Heaven) he hath ardai- 
hed anddecreed , that Romeo hall inftancly receive condign puniſhment for the ſame as not 
deſerving to ſurvive it, for running ys: the ftreces ro provide for his ſafety and life; He 
atlaſt took the River of Addice, near the old Caftle , where thinking to ſwim over to the o-. 
ther fide , or to hide himſelf in ſome of the Mill-boats, he was diſcovered: by 'the Sen= 
finells (for the Watch was already ſer ) and the news of this murther was by chis time reſoun- 
ding and ecchoing in all parts of the City. The Souldiers of the Caſtle ſuſpeted him to be 
the murtherer, they ſend a Boatafrer him and apprehend him z ſo by the criminal Judges he 
committed to Priſon for that night, and being the next morning accuſed by Seignior Afpe 
wiete by way of torture, and the Lady Feliſanna his Daughter by legall order for the mur- 
thering of her Chamber-maid KR adegoxnda, he without any thought of fear, or ſhew of ſor» |. 
row or repentance , freely confeſieth it , for the which he is preſently condemned to be hang- 
ed, and the ſame day after dinner he was accordingly diſpatched and cxccured , notwithſtan= 
Fo. pours Maſter Bortari, uſed his beſt friends and power, yea and proffered ewo hun- 
zechins to ſave him. Thus we fee there was but one poor night berween Romeves 
taking away Radegondees life, and loofing of his own , and between her murthering 
and his hanging 3 Arc his cxccution he ſpake not a word either of the loffe of his 
Ear by the Lady Feliſewne, or of that of Redegondees hair by his Maſter Borlery , 
Whereat both of them exceedingly ——_— doth P G OS 
a 
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Bur for the other ſpecches which this bloody Foot-man d-livered on the Ladder at his CXCCUs 
tion , they were cither ſo ungodly, or ſo impertinent , as the r<}aticn thereof no way deferyg 
my pen, or my Readers knowledge. 

And here to'l:ave the dead Servant Romeo, return we again to ſpeak of his living Maſter 
Borlary : who after he had ſpent much time and labour , and as | may fay , ran his inventic 
and wit out of breath, to ſeek to prevent that Planeze might not marry the fair Feliſaxy, 
hath notwithſtanding, to his matchleſs grief, and unſeparable ſorrow ſeen that it is all boo. 
Icfs and in vain, for by this time ſhegthrough the importunity of her ecars and Prayers hath oþ- 
rained her Fathcr Miniataes conſent , to tzke and enjoy Seignicr Planeze, for her Husband : 
when to both their hearts delight and content, they are folemnly marrycd in Vercxa, andin 
cha* height of pomp and bravery as is r:quiſite to their noble rayk and quality 3 When Plays 
£e the more topleaſe his new wife leaves Mantova, and wholly builds up his refidence in Ve 
1012 wich her , and in her, Father Miniataes houſe , who never hated him ſo much 
heretofore, as now he deeply affets and loves him , and to ſay and write the truth, he well 
d:C-rved that aff:&ion of the Father, and this love of the Daughter 3 fith the Juftre and venue 
of his a&ions made it apparant to all Veroza, yea to all Ttaly, that he proved a moſt kind and 
loving Hutband to the one , and a moſt obedient, and reſpcCtive Son in Law to the other, 

Now although Feliſamnebe thus marryed to. Planeze, yet the aff: Qtion of Byrlari to her, isflil 
ſo farc from fading or withering thereat , as it reviverh and flouriſh:that the fight of her 
and dclicate beauty 3 for thoſe golden treffes of her hair , thoſe ſplendant raics of her ſpark 
Ting eyes 5 and thoſe delicious Lillics and Roſes of her checks do a& ſuch wonders in his heary 
and his heart in hisrcſolucions; that his luſt ecclipfing his judgement , and cutbraving hiz 
diſcretion he cannot, he will not refrain, to try if he can yet procure and get her to be his friend 
though not his wife z and ſo futurely to obtain that curtefic from her by the eye , which far- 
mierly he knew it impoſſible for him to get by the maine- To which end his aff:Rion 
rather his folly giving no truce to his thoughts , nor peace to his mind , becauſe both the ons 
and the other were till ranging and ruminating on Feliſamnaes ſweet Idea, and delitiog 
feature z He enters into a confideration and conſultation with himſelf, whether he ſhould bet 
wray his amorous flame to her by himſelf or by ſome other, or cither by his pen or his congus \ 
when after he had propoſed and exchanged many poor reaſons and triviall Motives Pro and 
Con , he at laſt reſolves on the laft, which is todo it by Letters, when hying himſelf to his 
Cloſet, he traceth her theſe lines , which by a confident friend of his he forthwith ſends hex, 


BORLARY toFELISANNA 
- Will crave no other witneſs but my ſelf , of. miy fervent love and conſtant affetigen to thee z, for now 
can better teftifie, bow I alwayes made it my chiefeſt Care and Ambition to make the dignity of 
zeal anſwerable to that of thy beauty 3 and that this might be as truly Immortall, as that is iviahy 
rare aud rarety excellent, which to confirm, I bave ſealed it with ſome bloud , but with more tears, 
ſo that although thou haſt giventhy affeion from me to Planeze , yet my heart and ſoul tells me itis 
;mpoſfible to give mine t0 any but tothe Lady Felifanna. And becanſe thou canft nor be my wife,thers 
fore Ipray be pleaſed to reſolve to live my Clad, as in requitall I do dy thy Servant. I confuſl 
2m nat worthy of thy affetien,, much leſs to enjoy the ſweet ſruit thereef', thy ſweet ſelf; yet becath 
T cannot be more thine than am, therefore I pray thee make thy ſelf as mach mine as thou maieſt ts 
Thy heart ſhallnot be a truer Secretary to our affedions then my tongue, and for the times and plats 
of our meetings , 1 wholly referr it to thy will and pleaſure , which mine ſhall ever carefully attent, 
and raligiouſly obey: T ſend thee my whole heart incioſed in this Letter, and if thou vouchſafe 
return me 4 piece of thine in exchange, Heaven my , but Earth cannot croſs our affection, 


BORLARY, 


gy” 


The Lady Feliſenne receives this letter with much wonder, and ore-readsit with more cot 
tempt and Choller for if ſhe diſdained Borlary and his affetion when the was a Maid , much 
more doth ſhe now when God and her Hasband have made her a wife : Once ſhe was of op 
nion to have thrown this his letter into rhe fire, and have anſwered it with diſdain and fiend; 
But then again conſidering the vanity of hiis thoughts, and the obſcenity of his deſires, fit 
conceived he might (peradventure,) impute her filence toa degre of conſent : and therefore, 


thongh not in affc&ion to him , yet in dilcretion and love to her bonour , ſhe reſolves to ft 
curn him an anſwer , w hen kniting her browes with anger, dipping her pen in Gall and Vi- 
negar 


; 
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—<=. and ſerring a ſharp edge of contempt and Choller on her reſolutions ; ſhe haſtily fram 
0. 7px ,and' gives it to his own Mefſenger to deliver it to Borlari, whoſe "heart fering his 
courſe berwixt hopeand fear till he receive i : he firſt kiffing it, and then haftily breaking up 
the ſcals thereof, findes that it ſpeaks this language. 


FELISANNA to BORLARY. 


F thou want any witneſſes of thy folly , not of thy affeion , thy obſtinate and vain perſeverance 
Phercin of one makes me capable to ſerve for many. And if thou hadjt been as truly carefull and 
ambitious of thine own honour, as thou falſly pretendeſt to be of my poor beauty , thou wouldeſt no ſa 
often have ſacrificed rby ſhame to my glory , nor ſo ſottiſhly have caſt away thy bloud or tears on my 

t: How thou mmtendeft to Joſe of thy ſelf, T neither defire to know , ner care to under« 
fland. But as I have given my ſoulto God, ſo God hath given my heart to my Husband Planezc, 
whom neither the malice of Satan or power of Hell ſhall withdraw it, and therefore as TI ami 
+ ; T deteſt thy luftfull ſute, and as Planezes wife, T d:fie both it and thy ſelf; And thus 
to be thy friend, thou ſhalt find me thy friend , but for ſuch ſervants as thy ſelf, I leave them to their 
own proper Infamy and Repentance. I make God the Secretary of my ations , and my Husband of 
affeFions , therefore it ſhall pleaſe me well when I underſtand that thy tongne will recamt thy 
folly, T repent thy indiſcretion towards me: in ſeeiking to ere the Trophees of thy Lescivious luſt 
the rtins of my pure and candid honour : And I aſſure thee , that if hereafter thou inſpire aud 
ifie not thy heart with more Religious , ond leſs ſinfull deſires and affefions , that Earth cau 
«ad Heavenly will make thee as truly miſerable, as now thou faiſly thinkeſt thy ſelf fortunate. 
FELISANNA, 


Burlary at the reading of this Letter of Feliſanna , is ſo galled with 'grief and netled with 
ſorrow , to, fee his refuſall ſent him in her diſdain, as he knows not to what paſſion to betake 
{If for caſe , or to what Saint fr comfort, for the conſideration of hex coyneſs and cracl- 
; ty, makes his diſpair to gain ſo much on his hopes , that once he was minded abſolutely to 
brfake her , and to court her affetion —_ ut then again his luſtfull heart and deſires, - 
remembring the freſhneſs of her bay and the (ſweetneſs ofher youth, he held himſelf a cow- 
ad, every way unworthy to enjoy ſofair a Lady, and ſo ſweet an Angel, if he retyred upon 
her ficſt denyall ; eſpecially becauſe as thoſe Citics and Caftles , fo thoſe Ladies and Gentlwo- 
tizh who entertaih a pearle, are already half wonn. In which confideration becauſe it 
fires proves an errour in Naturc but Ul in judgement , -to flatter our ſelves moſt , wi 
chat which we moſt hope for and defirelz He'therfore once more. reſolves to hazard another 
ktter to h-r,as aving ſome reaſons to believe. that his ſecond may perchance (obtain that. from 
hx which his-ficſt, could not, for.that he knows that moſt Ladics and Gentlewomen pride 
th:mſelves with this felicity to.be often ſought and importunatly ſucd unto. by. -their lovers, 
whercfore reſolving once more to try his fortune , and: her courtchie, he by his former Mef- 
ſcnger greets hor wich theſe lines. | 


7 BORLARY to FELISANNA., | Fro 
T'Hy ſweet.and Excellent beauty bath enkindled ſo fervent a flame in my heart, that thy late 
A diſreſpe and contempt of me in thy Letter , is. uot ſufficiently prevalent to make me, or ſo ſoon 
a ſo ſlightly forſakg thee. For although thou term my love folly , and my. affetion obſtinacy, yet untill 
thox ceaſe to be fair , find it not trauge , if it be impuſſtble for me t9:ceaſe to be affectionate : Neither 
& I ſacrifice gy, heme to thy Glory , or Caſt away my tears on thy contempt , fith 1 perform it mors 
aut of duty then complement » and rather out of true-:2eal then falſe bypocrifie. Aud as the ſtrong= 
ehCities aud Cafttes by the rule of War, ſo the faireſt beauties by that of love , © deſerve-to be bonou= 
red with more then one aſlault and ſeige 4, and that (avilleir cannot Juitly be tearmed, either 4 Gentle 
neu, 4 Souldier.y or « Lover , who will reſolve to be put off with the firſt repulſe , eſpecially from ſo 
ſwat, and ſo beantifull an enemy as thy ſelf: Neither can it any way breed wT CE 
in'meto be ſervant to ſo dear , aud ſlave to ſo fair a Miftris , becauſe the excellency _ auty is 
every way capable both to confound ſence, and to ſubvert and overthrow Reaſon. Be then but as cours 
teas as thou art fair , and as kind as I am conftenit y and thou ſhalt find that I only defire to ere# 
the Trophees of mine honour and Glory upon thoſe of thy contemt , to ſacrifice my beſt life as the ſhrine 
and alter of thy beauty, and to devote and proftrat my beſt zeal and ſervice to the feet of thy Canr- 
mands , which if thou pleaſe to grant me, Earth will not make me miſerable, but TTY Ta 
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"The Lady Feliſazne having received and ore-read this ſecond Letter of Borlary, as one way 
ſhc Iaughes to ſce the conſtancy of his folly , and indiſcrexion , fo another way ſhe ft 
yet grieves to ſee her ſelf to be both the objeft and the.cauſe thereof 3 When returning to the 
party who brought it her, ſhe thinks to venc part of her choller on him , tex<h his audacity 
and raſhneſs hercin , and firiftly conjures him to bring her no more of Borlary his letters ; yea, 
ſhe is ſo far trauſported with paſſon and choller againſt Borlary for ſending them to her, 
now ſhe reſolves to anſwer this with filence ,and henceforth to burn all other which are ſent 
or brought to- her from him , becauſe if his folly make him culpable of ſending , ſhe will noe 
futurely make her ſclfguilty of receiving any more. But here again, her thoughts are taken 
up with fear, and her ſurpriſed with reſolution and doubt, whether ( yeaorno ) ſhe 
ſhould ſh:w theſe his two letters to her Husband : For her affcCtion is ſo tender, fo faithful, 
ſoconſtant to him ; becauſe ſhe likewiſe knows that his is reciprocally ſo to her , that ſhe will 
rather difpleaſe her ſelf , than any way diſcontent him, or adminiſter himthe leaft cauſe whats 
ſocver, to run the hazard of his diſpleaſure or indignation 3 for as by concealing them from 
his knowledge, ſhe knows this bulincſs will be for ever huſh'd up in filence, and perpetually buys 
ricd in oblivionz $9 contrary wiſc, ifcicher through Borlary his malice to her, or indiſcreti» 
on to himſelf, it ſhould any way come to her Huebands ear , then ſhe thinks ſhe ſhould give him 
a juſt cauſe of exception and offence againft her 3 Wherein, if the ſubtilty ofthe Devill ſhould 
once put his foor, or the malice of any of his members , their ton ues or fingers, then his 
jealoufic might call her Honour and Fidelity in qu«Rtion, and make him ſuſpeR and fear her 
to be diſhoneſt , though heretofore (in heart and foul) he confidently knows and belicves the 
contrary : ſhe farther knows , that there is nothing ſo cafic, as co entertain jealoufic , nor ſo 
difficult, as to expell ic ; and therefore, that itis not enough for us to prevent a ſcandal, but 
likewiſe to remove the originall cauſe thereof; fain ſhe wouid conceal theſe fooliſh Letters of 
Boylari from, her Husband , but yet ſhe doubts it, and willing ſhe is to ecquaſat him there 
with , and yet ſhe fears it 3 And although her chaſtity and innocency perſwades her to perform 
the laſt, yet her diſcretion and judgment encourage and prompt herto execute the ſecond; 
and here ouwrbcauttifall and vertuous Wife is perplexed as a Traveller, who meets with 


tivo different waics , and knows not which is the beſt for him to take 3 and her heart and 


thoughts here in this accident , fs as a[ſhip ar Seca, at one tine ſurpriſed and met with two' 
contrary winds and tides , for preferring her honour to her life , and her affeQion to her 
Husband , and his to her before any other carthly reſpeR& or felicity whatſoever ; ſhe in the in» 
rricacy and ambiguity of theſe Tonbes » Wiſheth that Borlari bad ſlept when he writ and ſent 
her choſe letters, or hen ſhe received and read them. Bur atlaft conſulting with res 
ſor and Religion , with her Soul and God: then her chaftity gives a commanding law to her 
fear, and memes aſp So firſt h -» ra praying , that nothing herein 
might breed bad blood in her Hasband, or Aiftur the _—y and ſincerity of her mar- 
riage; ſhe watching a fit opportunity, ſhews her Husband the Lettea of Borlagy to her, 
with her anſwer thereof,and then his ſecond Letter,the which ſhe informs him, ſhe anſwered 
with filence and contempr , adding withall : That had ſhe a thouſaud lives as ſhe hath but 
one, {he would cherefully ſecrifice and loſe them all , before ſhe would be guilty of the leaft 
thought to diftain the honour of his bed , or to break her ſacred vow of Love and Chaſtity, 
which in preſence of God and his Church, ſhe ne made and gave him in Marriage. 
-./Planeze at the hearing of theſe. { , andthe reading of theſe Letters , doth at one in- 
Ganc both bluſh and palc , for as he looks pale with Envie towards Borlari, to ſee how 
and ſubtily he endeavoureth to ruine his honour in that of his wifes ; ſo be bluſheth for love 
towards her. to ſec how ſweetly and chaftly ſhe had demeancd her (clfin her anſwer tohim, 
as alſo what a wiſe and loving part it wasin her ſo punRully and fully to acquaint bim there» 
with; when in r<quitall he gives her many praiſes and kifſ:s , extolls her chaſtity and 
vertues ore and condemns —_ his luft — to _ » and although ( for the 
þreſent e incongruity in his ſpeeches, erves ſome perturbation in his looks, 
yet he makes: his aff:Qion ſoa arent to -»y and difſembleth his hatred and choller towards 
Borlari fo ſecretly and artificially z That his wife Feliſaune wholly repoſing her ſelf upon her 
own integrity y and her Husbandsdifcretion ; ſhe (fivect innocent Lady) lietle dreams or thinks 
of any difafted which willenfae hereof , much leſs what diſmall cff-&ts threaten to proceed 
from this inconliderace altof hers, in acquainting her Huzband with thoſe Letters, Bar ſhe 
will have time cnough toſecit to her grie', and! know it to her ſorrow, yea , ſhe will find 
19ns enqugh: to repent ,\ but'never any means how to remedy it , except it be too late; 
and: which then will mcerly. prove Phyſick after death. 
Plane as we have formerly underſtood) is extremely incenſed againſt Borlari, thus to 
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attempt to bereave him of his ſweeteſt Joy , whichis his witcs affeRion, and the ot her mott, 
Jewell, her chafticy ; And althoagh (both in reaſon and Religion) he had tar more, 

cauſe to rejoyce than to grieve at this accident , in _ he was both afſured and contident,, 
dat his Witcs chaſtity triumphed ore Borlaries luſt, and her glory was apparant in his thamez 
for as objects, fo ations being beſt diſtinguiſhed by their contraries, theretore through the ob- 
ſcure clouds of Borlari his obſcene concupiſſence, that of Feliſannas Angelicall chaſtity , asa, 

| bright relucene Sun, ſhined forth moſt aunty and ſweetly with far more vigor and glory,yct 
Bleveze being a man compoſed of corrupt fleſh and blood, and therefore ſubject to palbons, 
and choſe paſſions to errors and imperteftions 3 So he rakes a courſe and reſolution herein 
caditrary 40 all judgment , and to all reaſon , yea, diametrically oppofice to the rules of 
Nature, and —_— of Grace, For alchough his heart be uprighg;in the opinion of his witcg 

ity and honour, yet as the dearcft and pureft affetions cannot be exempted of ſome 

or ſpice of fear , ſo although his heart looked dire&tly on Borleri with malice, he 

cannot poſſibly refrain , nor retain his thoughts, from glancing ſquint-cyed on his wite 
with jealoufic. Arid although he knows it to be a moſt ignoble ingraticude,and icreligious im» 
In him , thus to call her honour in queſtion) or (in the beſt ſenſe? to revoke it to douber, 

" by making any publique ſhew of ſuſpicion or diftafte to her , or by ſecking any privat revenge 
Borlari, yer becaulc her beauty and vertic is a thouſand times dearerto him than his lites 

and che purity and integrity of her aff:&ion to him as dear as his ſoul : He: therefore thinks he . 
ſhall nor prophane his good opinion of her , nor offer her merits or his own reputation any 
wrong , it he reſolve to right both hep and himſelf on. Boylari, when conſulting not with rea- 

for or charity , but with thatr oppoſites , malice and revenge, he will not be at peace with his 
hearc , nor at truce with his thoughts before he have fought with Borlari, albeit (indeed) his 
deli& and offence xowards him, more deſerved his ſcorn than his care, and was cvery way far 
more worthy of his oblivion, than of his remembrance. To which cnd (by a Chyrurgion 

which hc had made choice of) he ſends him this challenge. 


PLANEZE co BORLARY, 


- 


' Hy crime is ſo foul, and ſo apparant unto me , in ſeeking by thy two laſcivious Letters ro ditain 

'L my honour in that of my wifes chaſtity , as nothing but thy life is capable to expiate it, or mine to 

dface and forget t ; Wherefore ,if thou have as much courage as thon wanteſt grace , bring thy 

ſelf , thy Rapier , and thy Chyrurgion with thee to monrow at ſix of the clock in the morning , in the 

City Ditch without the ovter Gate , whichlooks towards Breſcia , and there my ſelf and my Chyrur- 

{ who is the bearer hereof )will ſilently and bonourably wait for thee. And if thy obſcene heart 

retain yet any ſpark of generoſity, or thy vicious brain of judgment, rhou wilt reſolve to = this 

. bh requeſt, and to excuſe my reſolution herein , (ith it is wholly derived from thy laſciviouſneſs , and 
receives irs life and birth from thy treachery, * 


: PLANEZE:' 

Borlary receiving and perufing this Challenge of Planeze, he is much grieved and ſorrow. 

fall, to ſee that Feliſanne had fo lictle diſcretion for her ſelf, and ſo much hatred againſt him 
tolbew her Husband theſe his Letters, and except (he meant co make her (elf the preſent au» 
thour, and the cauſe of her future affliftion and miſery , he knows not elſe what ſhe intends 
hereby, But for Plaxeze his ſplcen and reſolution againft him, Boy/ari knows it to Be both jutt 8 
well groundcd in the beft ſenſe, and in the worſt to be yera requitall of that Challeng & Duel 
he formerly ſent and.preſented him:Only he doth a little admire (if not wonder)that he thould 
how again make tryall of his valour and courage, whereof he ſo lately had experience, and 
ed. And although he had far more reaſon to reft affured than doubrfull , that this ſecond 

Il of theirs woald not prove ſo fortunate as their firft, but would rather terminate in one, 
ifnot in both of their lives ; He yet loves Feliſanna ſo dearly , alheir fhe hate him extreamly , 
that he will by no mcans refuſe to fight with her Husband once again for her. ſake, yea, and to 
Kill him for his, own , if poſſibly he can, the Dcvill making him ftrong in'the vanity of this 
and confidence z that it it prove now his good fortuneto kill P/aneze, that he can then 
requite and limit his viſtory with the reward of no leſs happineſs and felicity , than by his 
to obtain his widdow. for his own wife. But this is to write upon the water, and to 
duild Caftles of vain hopes in the Air , which the leaſt breath of Gods: mouth , or wind of 
His noſtrills will caftly reverſe and blow away. For = is to conſulc and reſolve with Satan, 
'4aJ and 
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4hd not with God ; and therefore no marvell, if he ſce his laſcivious defires to come too ſhory 
ofhis ridiculous hopes, and both his hopes and defires herein to end.in as much true miſery, ag 
they began in falſe hop: of felicity and joy. + 

So Borlary having made a turn or two in his Garden, to reſolve upon t his buſineſs, which 
ſo much imported both his honour and life : He ac laſt, with joy in his looks, and 
his countenance, turnes to Planeze his Chirurgion, whom after he uſed reſpeRively add coun 


_ tcouſly, he A rounds him thus in his Ear; Tell Seignior Planeze from mee, thas | with 


not fail to meet him to morrow morning, according to his requeſt and cxpeQation, and ſo he 
diſmifſeth him , who as ſoon returns this anſwer of Borlary to Planeze , whom he now finds 
ſtaying for him in the Church of the Auguftine Fryers , but God knows , with no intent or de. 
yotion to pray, Or to invoke his Divine and Sacred Majeſty to divert him from this his inte. 
ded bloody enterprize, but rather to reconduR home the Lady Feliſaxne his wife, who bars 
leſs fweet Gentlewoman , was there in that Church, upon the Altar of her heart , 

up the moſt religious Prayers, and zealous Oriſons of her ſoul unto God, without once fur 
miſing or thinking what a mournfull and dangerous part her Huzband was reſolved to aft ths 
next morning, to the prejudice of her content , ifnot to the utter diflolution and ruine ofhe 
Matrimoniall joy and telicity. But her Husband Planeze bears this buſineſs , and theſe his in» * 
tentions ſo ſecretly from his wife, as it was - _= for her to have any ſuſpition,much leſs 


- knowledge of this his next daycs intended Duc 


The night, which brings reſt to others, hath not power to give it to our two inflamed 
Daellifts. Forthe conſideration of their” honours and their lives , of their quarrell, and he 
cauſe thereof , doth equally poffeſs their brains , and pre-occupate and prevent their eyes of 
their ſleeping faculties : So preferring their danger to their ſafety, their reſolution to their reſt, 
and the feld to their beds, hey (under other pretcexts) are not long from it, I meant from the 
City ditch, the prefixed place of their rendez-vous : Which Plaveze firſt entreth, and there 
makes half a dozen of turnes , before he have any news of his Contendant or Adverſary Borlery 
whereof he doth not a little muſe, yet he no way deſpaires of his comming, becauſc ( by lay 
experience.) he knows himto be couragious and valiant. But toput Plaxeze his niufing ou 
of doubt, and his doubt out of queſtion , in comes Borlari all unbraced and untruffed, andy ' 
farr of eſpying Planeze inthe ditch before himz He (aſhamed of this advantage he had, 'becauky 
of long ſtay)with his Hat in his hand , prayes him to excuſe this error of bis , affirming itto 
be the fault of his Watch, but not of his heart , which he alleaged ſhouldever go true with his 
Honour and Reputation z When P laneze geturning his Complement, by approving of his As 
pologie, (without any further cxpoſtulation) they draw gfand here fall from words to blowe,' 

Ac their firft meeting, Borlary gives Planeze a wound in the right Arme, and Plaxeze requit 
him with another in his right fide, which if his Rapicc had not met witha rib , ithad then 
undoubtedly ended the quarrell with his life. 'But although it make him loſe much blood , yet 
he hath ſtrength and courage enough not to die in his debt for it, only he defirerth P/anezethat 
they may breath a little, the which be generouſl} granteth. Ar their ſecond comming 
Planeze preſcnts a thruſt to Borlary, but he wards it , and runs Planexe into his Icfs thigh , Þ 
dzep wound, and yet they will not giveover » alchough their Chirurgeons do cent pray 
them to defilt, as having now already here ſufficicntly teſtified their courage and valour. At 
their third mecting and joyning, Plaxeze gives Borlary a lick ore the fore-head, which make 
his blood ſtream down his face and cycs, and Borlery fully incenſed and prepared to requite 
it, drives a fair thruſt to Plaxeze his breaſt , but he very dexterouſly and fortunatly wardy 
it, bcating down the point of Bowary bis Sword into the groand, and th:n wich much agj» 
licy, leaps to him, and whips up bis heels, who falling upon his own Rapier breaks ic in two 
_ at which unlooked for diſafter, Borlari ſeeing his naked breaſt expoſed to Planeze his 

loody Rapicr, and conſequently his life to lic at his mercy , (without once Rtriving or en 
dcavouring to grapple ney his enemy ) hee (more defirous ta live with ſhame , than to die 
with honour) deſcends ſo farr from true and noble rg as he beggs his life of Planezs 
when (although many hot and jealous ſpirits would gladly have taken hold of this advan» 
tage, and wreaked the utmbt of their Gall and Spleen upon the miſfartune of this enb__ 
yet Planezs# is ſo tray noble and generous, as diſdaining tofighe with an unarmed man, 
ſo to eclips or blemiſh the luftre of his reputation in killing him who begged bis life of him, 


and whenic lay at his pleaſure to give or take it, as he throws away his Rapier, making bim 
promiſe , and (wear he will never henceforth attempt againſt the honour of his wife 3 Planery 
very freely and cheexfully gives him his life : And to ſhew hiweſlſthe more generous er 
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» lends him his band to raiſe him up on his feet; forwhich infinic kindneſs, Borlary 

him many thanks ; When muffling up their faces with their Cloaks , they part very good 

and ſo get themſelves into two of the neareſt houſes of the Suburbs , vely fevetly 
and ſilently to dreſs their wounds, and at night they return totheir houſes. Where our dea? 
and fair Feliſenns underftanding che manner and cauſe of this combate betwixt her Husband 
go Borlary, it is _—_— for me to define whether ſhe wept and ſighed more for the loſs of 

I 

life, 


Huzbands bl or rejoyccd and praiſcd God for the faving and ſparing of bis 


Yet this Combat of theirs is not ſo ſecretly afted , but in leſs than two dates, all Verone 
hath news , and prattles thereof, When meaſuring the firſt Duell of {Planeze and Borlary by 
the ſecond , and the ſecoud by the firft; They excoll Borlary his courage to fight with Planeze; 
but infinicly _ the noble courtelic and generolity of Planeze, in giving 'Borlary his life, 
when it lay in his power and pleaſure to have taken it from him. And as moſt commended the 

y Feliſenne for diſdaining to make ſhipwrack of her honour on the Scylle and Charybdis 

of Borlery his luft, and for not ſacrificing her chaſtity to his laſcivious affeftions and deſires; So; 
I, all Gentlemen and Ladies condemn her of indiſcretion, in ſhewing his Letterwto 
Husband , and acquainting him wich his ſuits and defires g ic having been ſufficient for het 
ſecretly to have given him the repulſe and deniall,' and her ſelf the glory. Again there want 
not divers , eſpecially the younger ſort of the Nobility and Gentry of Verone , who tax Borlary 
of cowardize in ſhamefully begging his life of Planeze when cither his good fortune in firug- 
gling , or his piece. of Sword in his defence , might, peradventure , have preſerved ic. Thus 
every one ſpeaks according to his own fancie and affeQions. | 

Borlary having loſt ſo much blood for the aff:Rion which he bore to Feliſarne, andireceived 
and reaped nothing from her bur diſdain and hatred, he is not a little grieved and vexcd here« 
at. But when he underftands that he hath now made himſelf the laughter of all Veroze, in 
this his cowardly begging his life of Planeze , and that his reputation therefore -univer- 
- ally ſuffer in thigaCtion ,  Ite is then, as it were pierced tothe heart with ſorrow , and to the 

ſoul with ſhame. rep far better for him to be born a Clown, than to be held 
and cftcemed a , and that having once purchaſed that baſe title , he ſhall difficulely 
ever loſe, Yea, whereſocver he goes , he hears and ſees, that his Superiours, his Equalls, 
and his Inferiours, not only prattle at his o_y pointat his infamy herein, ſo that he 
(in manner)a ſhame to all Gentlemen , and therefore almoft a ſhame to himſelf. Bar ſee here 
the vanicy and impiety of this inconfiderate Gentleman, and if it be not worthy the readers cus 
rioficies, yet it will deſerve his compaſſion and pity, to ſee whatuſe, or rather what abuſe he 
. makes of this his imaginary diſhonour : For neither with reaſon, which is the ſoul of his heart, 
wich R__ which is the life of his ſoul, doth he once look up to Heaven to thank God for 
fo mercifully proteRting , and ſo miraculouſly —_— of his life in theſe two Daells , when 
he as in were, ftood on the brink , and in the very jaws of death, and when betwixt his life and 
his dcath chere was nothing but che poiar of Planeze his Rapier, and of his pleaſure. Nogno, 
\ Borlery i400 much a man , to be ſom1ch a Chriſtian, and too much the member of Satan , 
to b: ſo much the child of God : For having formerly given up his heart to the of 
laſcivioas deſires and laſt ; now as a limb and agenit of che Devill, he will whelly it 


to infernall rage and helliſh revenge 3 for knowing Plexeze tobe boththe Author and obje& ® 


of his diſhonour, and the inftrument and cauſe of his diſgrace, hee therefore retaines this 

Diabolicall and bloody Aphoriſme in his hcartz that as long as he lives , it will live with 

him, and when he dics ic will dic withhimz and therefore to refetch his honour out of his 

\nfawy , his heart wholly ſacrificing to malice, and his thoughts and reſolutions to rev 

he molt ingratefully and deſperatly, reſolves to murther Planeze, or at leaft to cauſe 

tobe murthered. | 

_ Los here the wofull eftate , and wretched reſolution of this execrable Gentleman Borlary, 
what a monſtrous ingratitude and prodigious cruclty is this in him to conſpire his death, 

of whom (in a manner) be but latcly now received his life , he little knows, or { which is 

worſe) he will notknow, that revenge Rtill proves itious, as pleafing to their Anthors, 

and that murther cndeth in as much true » a8-it begins i falſe content and Joy 3 for it iy 

a bitter oblation and odious ſacrifice to the Lord}, who is the God of peace, and the Father 


of all unity and charity, 


Pas 


_- 
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. them, yea her griefis (ſo great and her ſorrows ſo infinite'for the loſe 


| lary( as we have formerly u 


But the Dtyvill is ſo familiar a.guzt, andſo frequent acounſcllour to Borkert, that he wrewd 
chedly vowes;aud cxcecrably ſwears , that Planeze ſhall no longer live bur die. Once he way 
of opinion cither'to | es or ponyard himin the ftreet by night, but then again , ſceing 
the cmincncy of that danger in the mistorrune of his -99u) +5 0m » he rejedts it as ruinouy 
and rcſolvcs on poyſon which. he thinks is the ſhorteſt and ſatcit way for him to ſend himfoy 
H:aven, and thinks none ſo fit for his purpoſe to give and adminifter it to him as Plaxeze' 
own Apotheca Caſtruchio, being the more confident in this his choyce, becauſe he knows 
to be a wonderfull poor man, and withal), extrcamly vitious and debauched, as neither fearing 
nor caring for God, t but more an Atheift than a Chriftian, and more a Devil than a Catho. 
like, and - theretore belicves that a little money will at wonders in his beart and reſolution 
Neicher, doth hc'fail in his jadgment , or deceive himſelf in the hopes of his choyce 3 for te 
no ſooner proffereth him three hundred Duckatons, to poyſon Planeze (one half in hand,and 
the other whea it is performed )but he _ thereof, engageth himſelf ( by hand and oai 
ſpecdily + to difpatch and finiſh it, and fo like two Fadtors or furics of Hell, both of theni 
ſwear ſecreficcach to other herein. | 

Borlari langing, and Caſtruchio defiring to finiſh this Tragedy on Planeze, that hem 
likewiſc touch the laſt one hundred and fifry Dackatons z The Spring approaching, whi 
Planeze every. year for the preſervation of his health , was accuſtomed to take Phylick of C# 
ftruchio, he, no ſooner ſent for him to that effceR , bur firſt purging , then bleeding him, he they 
artificially perſwades him to take a Vomir the next morning, whereunto P laxeze cafily conſenty 
ſo he adminiſtreth it to him and thercin infuſing poyſon, he within ſix dayes after dies thereoh, 
when Caſtruchio demanding his other one belond fifty Dukatons, Borlary ſpeedily paie 
it him wich much content, joy and deleation : Bur let the firſt know, and the ſecond re 
member, that ir is the price of innocent blood. | 

The qrder of our Hiſtory leads us now { as it were by the hand) to our forrowfull young 
Widdow Feliſaxna, who, poor ſoulc, (not dreaming any way in the world cither of poy« 
ſon or of Borlary)) is ready to weep her ſclt to death, that ſhe muft ſurvive and cannot dye 
with her dear and ſweet Huzband Planeze, and that as one bed, ſo one e mighe contains 


is her other part 
of her (clf, chat neither her. Father , Kinsfolks or friends can poſſibly comfort her 3 for fiill 


ſhe ſees him before her cyes, a8 if he were not buried in his Grave, but in her heart , or that 

was wholly impoſſible for him todye as long as ſhe lived : Which exceſs of ſorrows, Goh and 

tears ofhers , {o withred the Roſes and Lillics of her beauty, and fo eclipſed the luftre of het 

packing IS» that to the cycs and judgments of all thoſe who ſaw or knew her, ſhe became 
pale -and Ican 


» as ſh: 'wasno longer Feliſanne , but only the poor fick Anatomy of Feks + 


anna. 
# We have ſeen this wretched Gentleman Borlary , and this execrable Apothecary , Coftris 
chio , commit this horrible murther upon the perſon of noble and Generous; Planeze, and we 
ſhall not go farr, before we ſhall ſee the ſacred Juſtice, and juft puniſhments of God to furs 


priſe and overtake them for the ſame; For God is now reſolved totriumph ore — 


miſcre ants, and although they have ſo cloſely ated and perpetrated this their" 
murther , as there are no earthly cyes to dere nor witneſs to give in evidence againſt them 


| For the ſame ; yet our gaod and gracious God, who is the true ſearcher of our hearts and 


reins, will to his glory and their confuſion bring this to light, by an accident worthy of out 

deepeſt conideraton, and ef our moſtſcri nr rec Wbrchg The n—_ wheres 
13 TRUS, +, | | 

This wretched dporhaenry Coflrackin having received his other hundred'Duckatons of Boys 

| for miniftring this bloody bufineſs , and being ( as we 

know) of a moſt viciousand dcbanched life, he had —_—— his riots and prodi 


igalicics fj 
and conſumed-all his Eftate : And now this three hundred Dakatons which he reccived of 


lary for performing this bloody bufineſs , makes him by many degrees far worſe than he was 
bfore 4 for (as by Gods ſacred and ſecret arm ondet on, to profjper with ing 
ſo his prophane vices and fins, and his beak y pleaſurcs and prodigalities made ir conſume aud 


mele away as $now,againſt the Sun , in ſuch ſort, that it ſeemed to him, thas he was a thicftd 


-hinafdlf, -and chat one of his hands and pockety hourly couzencd and betrayed the other 3 and 
although for a time he bore this bis vicious courſe of life very cloſe and ſecrer frotn the cyc and 
knowledge of the world, whereby his credit far exceeded his Eftate, ſo after the committing of 
this foul murther , both his cftarc, credit, and all went to wrack and ſpoyle'; for he left nothing 
either unſpent or unpawned, and which is yet worſe , he fell into many arreraget 
and debts which at laſt grew ſo clamorous (cſpecially when his prodigall and beaffly life of 


 whoring 
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whoring,drunkennz(s and dicing , cam? to be divulged and ſpread to the world ; that, by three 
of hb greateſt Credicors he is arreſted and clapt into Priſon, and his Shop ſeiz:d on by them, 
which they find as empty of drugs , as his Mafters heart was of pitty, and his ſoul of. iety 3 
And as itis che nature (or rather the miſery) of Priſons , that where one man ret im- 
yes his life and ations there, a hundred-do virioully ruine themſelves , fo Caftruchio being 
one of this laſt number, he there waſteth and conſumeth all that he hath, or which he can 
ly procure, and in a few weeks reduceth himſelf ro fo extream agg tay , that 
is clapt into the common Goal among the pooreſt ſort of Priſoners, who live dy the alms 
and charity of well diſpoſed people , his cloaths being all tottered and torn, having no bed to 
lye on nor hardly bread to Fete naturezor to maintain life,being abandoned of all his friends 
and acquaintance , who will rather ſee him ftarve and dye then relieve him : And yet in all 
theſe excremitics , and at the very loweſt ebb of theſe his wants and miſcries, he will yet nei- 
ther look dowa into his Conſcience, heart, and foul with ſorrow, nor up to Heaven or to God 
with repentance for all his foul fins and vices, eſpecially not for this his crucll and lamen- 
table poyſoning of Planeze, which are the true reaſons and the efficient cauſes of theſe his 
miſerable calamicics and afflitions , yea his wants and miſcrics are ſo great and infinite here 
ia Pciſon , that none whoſoever will come thither to ſee him, much leſs to pitty him, and ' 
leaſt of all co rclicve him. Oaly Dorills (a filthy old Baud of his) more out of importunacy 
to her, then of h:r courtefic or charicy to him, although ſhe diſdainto go her ſelf into priſon 
$9 ſee Geſtruchio, yet ſhe is contented ſometimes to ſznd him her Son Bernardo,a boy of ſome fix- 
teen years of age to go his errands , ſo his neceſſicy making his invention pregnant and clear- 
fighted , after he had tyred all his friends and acquaintance with Notes and Letters, which 
remurn ſtill empty fiſted , his memory at the laſt falls and pitcheth on Borlery , who ( fot the 
bloody reaſon formerly mentioned he thinks the only fir man of the World to redreſs his 
wants, and to relieve his weather-bcaten fortunes , and to him he often ſends Bernardo wich 
many pitifull requeſts and intreaties ſor money , but to write to him he dares nox. 

Borlery conſidering that he hath far more cauſe and reaſon to love Caftruchio than to hate 
him for that (by vertue of the premiſes) he ſees his own life to lye at the mercy of his tongue, 
athongh he rather wiſh himin Heaven then in Prifon , yet being extremely coverous, and yer 
bolding himſelf both in conſcience and diſcretion bound to relieve him he therefore ſends 
him ſome ſmall ſammes of mony , but no way cnough to buy him Cloaths, or to maintain his 
former prodigalitics, but rather hardly ſufficient to maintain life in him z muck leſs to cheriſh 
orpamper him. And ſo often doth Caftruchio ſend they boy Bernardo to Borlary for mony, 
that at laſt being weary thereof, and reſolute to part with no more money (God here makes his 
covetouſnzſs partly the means to chaulk out away to his own confuſion }) and is reſolved nei- 
ther to ſpeak nor to ſee Bernardo , Fand to that effcR gives order to his ſervants: When little 
Bernards ſeeing that he wears out his time, and his ſhoos in vain to hunt after Borlary , whom 
heknows will not be ſpoken with by him , he tels Ca#ruchio that he provide himſelf of another 
M:(T:ag:r towards Borlary, for he will go no more to him, becauſe he ſees ic is wholy impoſ- 
fiblefor him to ſp:ak with him : and at this diſcourtefie of Borlary, Caftruchio doth now bite 
his lip with diſcontent and hung his head for anger , and from henceforth he begins to affume 
bad bloud , and to conceive dangerous thoughts againſt him, but as yet the conſideration of 
his ' own ſafety or danger makes himpaticut and filent;z But God will not have him ito con- 
tinue ſo long, for almoſt preſently we ſhall ſee his patience burſt forth into violence and im- 
pztuofity , and his filence break oat into extream choller and indignation againſt him. 

His old Band Dorillz, (as an expert Hag of her finfull profeſſion ) as often as ſhe hears or 
knows , that Caftrachio had any money from Borlari, ſo often fhs would come tothe Priſon to 
him, and ſpeedily carouſe and confume ir with him z bue when by her Son Bernardo (he ſees his 
parſe ſhue', that fountain exhanftzd , and that' her boy could no more ſee Borlary but a 
wodden face \ 1 mean his door ſhat then ſh: (reſembling her ſelt ) again forſakes Caſtruchio,and 
will ncither ſee himnoe come near his Priſons fo thar at laſt he not ſeeing Bernardo nor once 
hearing from Borlary in three weeks br well near x moneth together, and being _ to pe- 
fiſh; Rirve and dye under the heavy burthen and prefſire of his wants, he carneftly ſends for 
Dyrilla to corn to him, and cauſcth her to be informed , that if ſb: will come to him and 
deliver a letter to a friend of his, he will ſpeedily ſend bim ſome ſtore of money , and 
then ſh: ſhall have a ſhare and part th:reof, ſo when no other reſp=& or confideration will, 
then this pf mn:y again brings this old filchy B-ldam DORTL LL A to the Pci- 
for to Caſtruchio, who having provided her a Bottle of Wine , and five Gaz:ttaes to drink 
bythe way (- thereby the - more carefully ro effe& his buſineſs he exceedingly incenſed 


with ch kr and revenge againſt BOR L AKT for this ingratitude towards bin 5) 
. | writes 
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"tes him this angry Letter , and deeply chargerh Dorill with ſpeed, care y and ſecrefie i] 
ver i bs Fakes his own and to no other, which Letter of his ſpake this la. 


guage. 
CASTRUCHIO to BORLARY. 


+*Hou kaoweft that for three hundred Duckatons which thou gaveſt mee, I poyſoned Seignj 
Phnes 1g V _ , and wilt thou now be ſo hard and cruel hearted againſt mee to buffer wen 
die in Priſon for want of ſo ſmall « ſumm as twenty Duckatons ? I am made of the ſame fleſh aw 
blond as thou art, and although my fortunes be ſo low plunged, yet my heart is ſo high ſeated an 
elevated, that I give thee to underſtand I will rather conſent fo be hanged then ſtarved. Whereſgy 
becauſe my Tragedy will — ove thine , if thou meanto prevent the one, and to ſecure 
ſelf from the other , fail not ſpee {on ſend mee the ſaid twemty Duckatons by this bearer Dorilh, 
a ba I have entrufted with my Letter faft ſealed( and ſo maiſt thou with thine ) but for the ſeer 
therein (which thou woteſt of) ſhe is wholly iguorant of it : In performing me t his courteſie thou ſhah 
not only tye my tongue and pen, but my heart and ſoulto ſilence, or elſe not. Amiddeſt thy weaty 
remember my poverty, which if thou forget, God bath reſerved mee to maky thee kyow that thu 
doeſt not uſe , but abuſe it, and therein thy ſelf. | 


CASTRUCHIO, 


Dorilla receiving this Letter from Caſtruchio , ſhe puts it into her purſe and promiſcth hin 
her beſt care and fdcelity for the delivery thereof to Seignior Borlary , although ſhe confelſh 
that ſhe neither knew him nor his houſe : But ſec here the providence and mercy of God 
which clearly reſplends and ſhincs in the deportment and aftion of this beaftly old Bawd , for 
ſhe mecting with ſome of her Gamſters and Gollips in the ftrcet ( though contrary to the cy» 
ftom of Italy } away theygo to a Tavern, where they all ſwill their heads and brains with 
Wine , eſpecially Dorilla. So the day being farr ſpent , her bufineſs for ky gar is cnded 
erc begun 3 for ſhe forgetting her ſelf cannot remember his Letter , but as faft as her reeling 
leggs will permit her , away ſhe ſpecds towards her own houſe , which was ſome halfa mil 
off in the Giry. But when ſhe was in the ſtreets and had a litrle gaken the Aire, then (he cally 
Caftruchios Letter to mind, and her promiſe tohim todeliveric, butjcowhom (chrough her 
cups) ſh: hath quite forgotten 3 for ſhe cannot once hit on the name Borlary. Burt at laſt re 
membring the 1Letter 'to be in her Parſe , and ſhe by this time in the midi of the City, ſie 
takes it out-In her hand, and ſecing a fair, yet ſorrowfull young Lady eo fland at the, firen 
doore of her houſc all in Mourning Attire, and no body neer her, after ſhe had done her duty 
to her, ſhereachecth her the Letter , and humbly requefſteth her to tell her the Genlemans 
name to whom it was direted, when (God out of the Profundity of his Power and Immenfiy 
of his pleaſure, having ſo ordained and ordered it , that this fair young Lady was our ſweet 
Feliſanne, (who for the death of her dear Huzband Plaxeze , hath dightcd her (elf alli 
Monmingenioens Apparell, thereby the better to makeix correſpond wich, her heart:who 
reading the ſuperſcription thereof, and finding itdircfted to Seignior Borlary ( by ſome mo» 
tion or $a, ia from Heaven) her heart not refrain-from ſending all the blood of her 
body into her face, when demanding of this woman from whom this Letter came 3 Dorilla (# 
drunken in her fidelity and innocency , as ſhe was guilty of her drunkenneſs) tells ber , that 
the Letter camefrom an A ry who lay in Priſon, named Caftruchio: Atthe very 
petition of which name , our Feli/arnz again bluſhed, and then palcth, as ifGod had ſome 
news to reveal her by this Letter, , becauſe ſhe remembreth that this Ca/truebio ,as we have for- 
merly underftood, was the veryſame Apothecary, who gave, her Huzband Pleneze Phylicks 
little before his death 3 Whereupon ſhe praying Dorilia to.come. with her into ber houſe, be- 


ſhe 
cauſe ſhe purpoſely aud,politiquely affirmed ſhe could not read written hand her lf, but would: 
pray her Father to doit; bs [eaves her in the outer Hall , and her {clf goes —_— 
room , where breaking up the Scals of this Letter , ſhe at the very firſt fight and knowledge 
that. her Hucband was poyſoned, and by whom, and that God had now miraculouſly revear 
led it to her through the ignorance and of this old woman, ſhe for meer grief and 
ſorrow, is ready tofall to the ina ſwound, had not her Father and ſome. of his ſer- 


 vants,who over-hearing her out-cricscome ſpeedily to her aſliſtance; which yet could 


not awak Dorile, who had no ſooner ſate her ſelfdown in a chair in the Hall ,, but being 
heavy wich Wine, ſhe preſently fell a ſleep. Xiiniate rouſing up his fainting and forrowfall 
: aughter 
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Daughter » brought her again to her felt; aud ſeeing her iii a bierer agony and-pallion ot ſyr- 
row , demands of her che cauſe thereof : when the briaiſh rears cricxling down her vers] 
milion checks, ſh2 croſſing her armies ,_ and fixing her Eyes rowards' Heaven! had the+ 
will, bur not the power to ſpeak a word to him , but reacheth him the Letter tg ready 
| Mixiata pcruling it is as much aſtoniſhed with grief, as his Daughter is afflifted wich ſorrow 
2c this poyſoaing of ber Husband and his Son in Law Planeze; fo cnquiring of ber who 
bronght her this L2cter, ſhe afcer many fighs and pauſes tells him, thatic was the Mercy and 
Providence of the Lord, who ſent it her by a drunken woman, who was forth in the Hall : 
They both g2 £0 ker, and finding her fat ſleeping and ſnoring , Minigetz pulls herby the ſleve 
and wakes h-r, and then dzmands of her , betore his D wghcer and fervants, where, and from 
wion (h: had this [,-trer; who asdrunken as thi Brwd is, thee is conttanc in her ficlt ſpeech, 
and confeſſion to Fefiſanna, that ſhe had it from Caſtruchioan Apothecary who lay in Prifon, 
but ſhe had forgotren ro whom ſhe was to deliver it, and then prayes chem both co deliver 
ind pive her back her L:tter again. But Ad:niata fecing and knowing that it was the imwedis« 
ate finger of God which thus ftrangely had revealed this murther of his Son in Law Flazezeghe 
calls in cwo Genflewomen hisnzxe Neighbours to comfort bis Daugheze Feliſanna, and fo 
:aving Doriil: to the. Guard of two of bis ſervants, he (with ewo other Gentlemen his 
N:ighbours) cakes his Coach, and having Caſtruchio's Lztter in his hand, he drives away to 
che State-houſe, where he finds out the Podeſtate and Preted& of the City, and (ſhtwing them 
the Letter which revealed the poyſoning and Poyſoners of Planez? his Son in Law, they ( in 
honour to Juſtice, atid out of heir reſpe&t co the forrowtull Lady his Daughter ) take their 
Goaches, and return with Miniate home to his houſe : Where they firft examin Fehſarnz,and 
then Dorilla, whois conſtant in her firſt depofition. Whereat theſe grave and honourable Per, 
ſonages, wondring and admiring, that a Gentleman of Borlary his rank and quality , ſhould 
make himſclfthe guilty and bloody Authour of ſo foul a Murther; they likewiC (admiring and 
bleſſing Gods providence in the deteftion thereot) do preſently ſend away their lbiers (or 
Scrjeants ) to apprehend Borlary ; and fo = go to their Forum (or ſeat of Juſtice) and ſpec» 
dily ſend away tor Caſtruchio , ro be brought trom the Prifon before them : Who at the very 
fit news of their accuſation of him, and the producing of his Letter ro Borlary , he curſeth 
the pzrſon and name of this oId Bawd , Dorilla, who is the prime Author of his overthrow 
and death, and then confefſ:th him If to be the Aﬀtor , and Seignior Borlary to be the Au- 
thour, cauſe, and inſtigator of this his poyſoning of Plaxeze ; but never puts his hand on his 
conſcience and ſoul, that the ſtrange detection of this lamentable murcther came dirc&ly from 
Heaven, and from God. 

The Szrjcants (by order from the Podcſtate and Prefe&) find Borlary in his own houſe , 
rafling in anew rich ſurcof Apparell , of black Sattin, trimmed with Gold buttons , which 
he that day put on, and the next was determined to ride to the City of Bergamo!, to ſeek in 
marriage a very rich young Widdow, whoſe Husband lately died , drowning himſelf ( as it 
were) in plealure and ſecurity, withont fo much as 0 ing of his poyſoning of Planeze, 
or how he was revealed to be the Authoar thereof by tter , ſent unto him by 
Derilla 3 He is 2maz:d and aftoniſh:d at this hit agperh owTating his breaſt, and 
then repenting (when ic was t9o late) that evexhe, embrewed bis. handQin the innocent blood 
of Planeze. So both hinifclf and Cajtruet ioare. broughe tate-hquſc , where the Pode- 
ace and Prefect firſt examin them apart, and/ther-confr ec. cagh with other. Where 
finding, that neither of them deny , brit both ofrhenv ro. confefs thearſclves guilty of this foul 
Murcher , they pronounce ſentence of death again(t them, and cotidemn Borlary to have his 
head cut off, and then his body” to be burnt , and Caftrachio to be hanged , and his body to 
be thrown into the River of 44dire, whereof he was firff taken 5 the which', the next morn= 
ing, was accordingly «x'cuted. All Verctiz is, as it were , but one tongue to talk and prattle 

this foul and lamentable murther , and eſpecially of Gods miraculaus dereCtion thereof b 
this drunken Bawd Doril/a , who having heretofore often brought Ca/fruchio ro whores wil- 
lingly , now ar- Iaft (ſh: brings him ro the Gallows againſt her will, The morning they are 
brought to their execurion , where ere flock and refort a world of Spectators from all parts 
of th: City. And although the chariry of their Judges ſend them Pricits and Friers to direct 
their ſonls for Heaven ; yetthis miſcrable wrerch , Caſtruchio, ſecming no way rep2nrant or 
furrowfull for this his foul faft, uttercd a ſhort Prayer to himf{cIP,, and fo cauſed the top-man 
tocurn him over, which he did, and within two hours after his body was thrown into the Ri- 
ver. But for Borlary , hecame to the Scaffold bzrter reſolved and prepared z for with grict in 
his looks , and 6:ars in his cycs, he therefore delivered this ſhort and religious ſpeech. 


Thar 
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That he grieved in his heart, and was ſorrowfull in ſoul, for this lamentable murther , 
his, commited on the perfon of Planeze , as alſo for I of Caftruchio to cle it 
| , for whoſe death he affirmed, he was likewiſ; y afflicted and ſor 
Thar it was the temptatians of the fic{h and che Divell, who fir drew him luſtfully to ag, 
the fair, chaſt, and vertuous Lady, Feliſezxe, and conſequently co murther her Husband, j, 
fall hop: afterwards to obtain her for his wife , or :for his Courtcſan 3 That he was infin; 
ſorrowfall for all theſe his enarmouscrimes , for the which he religiouſly azked forgivene 


- feſtofGod , and then of the Lady Feliſanue, and likewiſe prayed all thoſe who were there 


preſent , to pray unto God for biz ſoul ; that he waz more carefull of his freputation towarg 
men , than of his ſalvation towards God ; and that his negle& of Prayer , and of the panic. 
pe NE Ent, Cn rn yr 
So agai commenting to yers ,and recom ntull,.yet fo 
Carl fmro the hands of his Redeemer, the Sword ofthe Exccutioner pane of. made a pep. 
divorce berween his ſoul and his body, which pious and courteous ſpeech of his, waz y 
great a conſolation tothe vertuous, at his death ; as that of Caftruchio was a terrourto the 
vitious and Auditorsz Soto confirm the ſentence, the dead body of Borlary is pre 


ſently burnt. 

And thus was the bloody lives and deſerved deaths of theſe three irreligious and unfortunats 
perſons : Of Remeo the Lacquic. Of Borlery the Gentleman ; and of Gaftruchio the Apothe. 
ry. Andinthis manner did the juſtice ener Ch anon TE 


o'ce their execrable crimes in their ſharp puniſhments, Pray we that we 
read this their Hiſtory with fear , and as religious and Godly Chriftians , remembe; 
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rays) to murther his ſaid Maſter with a Piſtol, which he doth 5 for the which Le Valley is brokgn 
ow the wheel, and Blancheville hanged for the ſame. 


\ herth modo  Aontagns oexterys death be Valleys hand cutef Blanchoodls aprehanded 5s hangs Valleys 
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Tz all Religious Chriſtians examine their hearts and ſouls, with what face we can tread on 
Earth, or look up to Heaven, wheri we ftab at the Majeſty of God, in killing and murther- 
ing man, his Image, a bloody crime, ſo repugnant to nature, as reaſon abhors it, a ſcarlet and 
crying fin ſooppoſite to Grace , as God and his Angels deteft it; And yet if ever Europe were 
fained or ſubmerged with it, now it is 3 for as a ſwift current or rather aza furious torrent, it 
now flows, and overflows in moſt Kingdoms, Countrics and Cities thereof, infomuch as ( in 
deſpight of divine and humane Laws ) it is now ( almoft ) generally grown to a wretched cu» 
tom, and that almoſt to a ſecond nature. A fatal example aan this cnſuing Hiſtory will 
report and relate us. Whercin Gods Juſtice hath ſo ſharply and ſeverely puniſhed the perpetra- 
tors thereof, that if we cither acknowledge God for our Father , or our ſelves for his children 
and ſervants, it will tcach us tobe lefs revengefull z and more charitable by their unfortunate 
ends, and deplorable judgement, | 


| Twill now relate a ſad and blovdy Hiſtory , which betided in the fair City of Chartres (che 
Capitall of the fercill Country of Beauſie ) ſo famous for her ſumptuous Cathedral Church, 
dedicated to the blefſed Virgin Mary, as alſo for that Hewry the fourth (that great King , and 
unparalleld Captain of France) during the combuſtions of the League, was (defpighe ot the 
L-ague ) crowned therein. In which fair and pleaſant City, as —_ dwcl ſome Noblemen, 

and 
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___ and many Gentlemen, in reſpe& ot-che ſweetairand goodly Champaign Country thereaboutg 
( ſecond for that to no other in France. Y-$o of late yegrs, there relided two rich and brayg 
' young Gentlemen, well defcended, being þ6th of thepſteirsto their two deceaſed Fathers; 
þ he one of them named Monſieur de Canrgy , and the other Mounſienr de Beanmarays, and 
' their Domains and Landi lay wichin ſeven Leagues of this City, in the way towards Vendoſye, 
Now the berrer tg ſee theryfn their erue andnatural Charatters 3 They were both of them tall 
- -andl:tiderg, and of fair and ſanguine complexions , 'and very near of anage : For Cham igny 
was twenty oh years old, 'and Beaumarays twenty four, and yet the laſt had a beard, _ the 
ficit none.z and 'of che two, Champigny was by far the richergbut Beauwarays the Nobler deſcens 
d:d. Now, to lay'this Hiftory upon its p: oper (car, and natural foundation, we muſt under. 
land that there was a very rich Cuunſcllourof the Prefidial Court of Chartres, named Mons 
freur de Roſaire, whole wife being dead, Icft himno cther child , bur one fair young Daughter, 
.* of the age of ſome eightcen years, named M.:damoyſelle de Blancheville, very tall and (lcnder 
of ſtature, and of a wan and'pale computers and a coal-black hair and eyc-brows, and of 
d:portment and geſture infinitely proud , coy, and imperious, to whom at one time both theſe 
our ewo Gentlemen, Champigny and Beaymargys were imporrunate Sutors, and paſlionate Ri. 
vals ro marry her, inſoimuch as the one of them could difficultly be abſcnt from the fathers 
houſe, and daughters company, but the other was preſcnt, which engendered ſome malice, but 
mors emulation between them. Bur in the end (after a whole years re-ſcarch and more) as the 
Willow was deſtined and reſerved for Beaumarays, fo was the Laurel for Champigny; for, to his 
joy, Blughtvilles delire , and her Fathers contentghe mart i:s her. Whereat Beaumarays, knows 
ing his þirth to be more noble, and his breeding far more generous than that of Champigny 
(chough hot in outward ſh:w, yet in inward ſenſe) was extremely diſcontented and ſocrowl, 
but ro refnedy it he could nor. "Wh © 
In ſuch, and the like refuling accidents, diſcretion is ever far better thanpaſſion , and ;con- 
tempt than care. But B:aumarays cannor, or at leaſt will not, be of thistemper. He forſakey 
reaſon to flye to choller, and fo loſcth his real and ſolid judgement, in the Labyrinth of hee , 
imaginary beauty. For being at ſupper in company of ſome five or fix Gentlemen, where 
mention was made of B/ancheville, he tranſported with malice and revenge towards her, for 
gat himſelf ſo far, as ( betwcen jeft and carncft ) to let fall theſe indiſcrect and raſh word, 
That (he was'more diſdainful thajs chaſte : a ſpecch which he ſhall have time cnough both to ro 
member and repent. The honour of Ladics and GentJewomen ought ftill to be dear and pre- 
eious to all Gentlemen of Honour , becauſe their loſs thereof can ſeldom be repaired, but ne+ 
ver fo well or fo fully recovered , but that there ftilt remains ſome ſtain or blemiſh thereof, 
This undeſerved ſcandal of Beanmarays to his Pyondam Miſtris, Blancheville, falls not to the 
ground, for the iniquity of our times, and the depravation of our manners are ſuch, as there 
arc few companics without a- Fool ora Traitor to their friends, and ſome are accompanicd 
with both. Monſieur Marin, a G:neleman of Chartres (more vain than honeſt) will make him» 
ſelf one of this laſt number, for he being ambitiouſly defirous togkrew himſelf into the favour 
and familiarity -of Blancheville (whom from her infancy he affe&ed and loved) reports and tcl 
her this ſpecch of Beaumarys , whercat ſhe is exceedingly'incenſed and cxaſperated : Bur for 
that time (as a true woman }) ſhe difſembles her malice and revenge towards him, and fo rakes 
up the memory thereof in the embers of ſil:nce; but yet with this condition and reſervation, 
that _—_— ſhe will take time to make it flamie forth (towards him) with more violence and 
impetuolity, : 
In the mean time, there falls out an unexpeFted and untimely difference between her Hub 
band and Beaumarays, whereat ſhe is ſo far from gricving, asſhe rejoyceth : Beeumarays 
rellech wich him for his priority and precedency of ſeats in the Church ( as being both of one 
Pariſh) as alſo tor that he takes the holy bread firſt , and goes before him in all Proceflions, at 
pretending it duz to him by his right of cxtra&ion and propriety. Champigny is of too high 2 
grain to yeeld that to him which he never yeelded, and is therefore reſolutero juftific his equali- 
ty of birth, and conſequently not to wrong his Anceftours in himſelf. When ſeeing Beaumarays 
paſſionately bene to maintain and preferve that which he had undertaken, heflics to Juſtice, 
and fo preſently puts him in ſute of Law for the fame in the Preſidial Court of chat City. 
Blancheville (whoſe pride in her ſelf exceeded her birth, and whoſe malice and revenge towa 
Beaumarays at the leaſt ſurmounted her diſcretion and reaſon) brings no water to quench, but 
oyl to inflame this quarrel betwixt him and her Husband, when ſeeing them already entred into 
a deep proceſs of Law z ſh: diſdaining to fee herſelf thus abuſed, and her Husband thus wrong- 
ed by him, can reap no truce of her thoughts, northey any peace of her choler , before ſhe have 
written him theſe lincs. | _ 
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BLANCHEVILLE w BEAUMARAYS. 


VE it not enough for thee to have heretofore wronged mine bonour - in thy falſe and ſcanda» 
V lous ſpeeches to Mounftcur Marin, axd orbers, but thou muſt now attempt to diſgrace my 
Husband in the Church ? and becan(e theſe Crimes of thine are ſo unjuſt and odtous, as they de« 
ſerve acknowledzment and ſatisfattion from a fat better Gentleman than thy ſelf 3 therefore T ſpeedio 
h expet} the performance thereof from thre, either by thy Letter or preſence, which if thou deny ns, 
' we will make thee know, what it is, to abuſe thy ſelf and us, in points of theſe bigh natures, whereof 
the firſt cannot , the ſecond will not admit of any other excuſe or expiation. But to write thee now 
thetruth of my minde ; as thou baſt heretofore vented mee the malice of thy beart , Ihave not as yet 
uainted my Husband herewith, or with this my Letter. Conſider therefore ſeriouſly with thy 
lf, what thou haſt to do herein, for the vindicetion of my bononr, and thine own diſcretion , and 

85 ſox as I receive thine anſwer and reſolution, 1 will n2t fail ſpeedily to return thee mane. 


BLANCHEVILLE, 


Having written this her Letter, ſhe is irreſolute with her ſelf, by whom to ſend it him, but 
atlaft ſh: ſends it by her Chamber-maid Martha, to whom only ſhe incrufterh this great ſecrer 
aad chargeth her to deliver ic ro Beaumarays hisown hands, and to crave his anſwer thereof, 
Martbs bcing a witty fair maid, of ſome two and twenty years of age , gocs to Beaumarays 
bouſe , and ſpeaks with a young man of his, named Le V alley, who «clls her , that bis Mafter is 
now bultc with two Gentlemen in his Study, and that ſh: ſhall immvliacly ſpeak with him ay 
ſoon as they depart. In the interim, his eyes cannot refrain from amorouſly gazing and range- 
ing upon the excellency of her bluſhing beauty, and upon her ſweet Vernnillion cheeks , great 

ing eyes , and flax:n hair, wherewith his h:artar che very firſt encounter, is ſurpriz:d and 
raviſlhzd. Here LeV alley kiffcth and rekifſeth Martha; and entertains her with much practley 
and many plcaſanc love ſpeeches, yea, then and there loves her ſo dearly , as he vowes ſhe ſhall 
remain his Miftreſs, and he her ſervant till death. So ſome half an hour afrer the two 
men take leave of hig Maſter, and rhen Le V alley brings Marthe to him , who orderly delivers 
him her Miltcefſ:s Lztter and meMſage, ſo he wondring atthe laft, receives the firſt ; leaves her 
inche Hall wich his man Le alley, andſo ſtepsto his Study, and wich mach admiration, and 
more laughter , peruſerh this Letter. Hzre he accaſcth his own indiſcretion, in ſpeaking againſt 
Blanchevilies Chaſtity , and excecdingly condemneth Majins rreachery in revealing it to her: 
Oace he was of opinion to have returncd her his anſwer by Letrer, bur at laft ſcorning her and 
that reſolution, he then contrarywile reſolves ro anſwer her with ſilence, and fo Reps forth to 
Martha, and with a difdainfull frowning look, bids her tcl! her Miftreſs from him, that her 
maliciou3 proud and fooliſh Letter ſhall have no other anſwer from him, but contempt 
filence. - Martbgs yet holds it her duryto pray him for his anſwer in wricing to her Miſtreſs, 
bat Beaumarays his firſt reſolution is his lalt, ſo ſhe departeth from him infinitcly diſcontented. 
Batthe Malter is not ſo unkind to Martha, as his man Le Valley is courtcousz for he being 
deeply cnamoured of her beauty , brings her the one half of her way home, and goes intos 
M:rcers ſhop , buyes her a fair pair of Gloves ; and as the pledge of his future affeQtion , be« 
tows them on her , the which (without farther excuſe or ceremony) ſhe thankfully accepteth, 
and promiſcth him ro wear th:m for his ſake; Martha returning home to her Lady and ME 
ſtreſs, ſhe delivers her Beaumareys his anſwer , verbatim as he told ie her , but no Letter. Blan« 
cheville (ecing her ſelfthus wronged and{lighted of him, in that he diſdainerh to give her my 
ſatisfationzand which is worſe 3 that he per:mptorily refuſeth and ſcorneth to anfwer her 
Letter 3 She is ſo ſtrang]y tranſported with malice and choller towards him for{the ſame, as ſhe 
vows to cry quittance , and to be reveriged ofhim; bur as yer{he knows not in what manner 
to p:rform and perp:trate it 3 only ſh: again reſolves notas yet to acquaint her Huzband there- 
wich, but to attend and watch for ſome fature defired opportunity. A : 

Twoycars arc almoſt paſt away, wherein Beaumarays and Champigny ( to their grea#calt 
and charge) do vehemently conteſt in Law about their Church- q for z "bar 
they do it fac more out of malice cowards themſelves, then any way out of piety towards God, 
And as moſt ofthe great Judiciall Courts of Frawce are roo toy ——_ opprefſcd with 

' Law ſatcs of this nature 3 (ol may affirm with as mach cruch as picy, chat this is a facall rock, 
whercon many hot contentious French ſpirics do moſt inconſideratly ſuffer ſhip-wrack, Atthe 
end of which time ( as the loſs of one parcy proves ſtill the gain of the we Prefidjall 
Court of Charters pronouncerh ſentence ia favour of ng , ng him oppets 
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dency in the Church, and condenining Champigny in five hundred Crowns charge and dam. 
mage to Beaumareys. This thundering ſentence ſo prejudiciall and contrary to Champigay hi 
wives hopes and expeRation, drives him into extreme choller,and her out of all patience 
towards Beaumareys. He bites bis lip with gricf , and bis wile inflamed with rage at the rg 
and knowledge hereof, and although he were once minded to appeal from this ſentenceyf 
the Prefidiall Court of Chartres , to the Court of Parliament at Paris, yer being powerſully 
diverted by his beft friends , he as ſoonabandoneth as embraceth, that reſolution: he canng 
ſee Beeumarays but with envy, nor his wife bear ſpeak of bim, bur with infinite malice ang 
dereftation. She is all bent on revenge towards him , and with her ſpecches and aCtions, both 
day and night, precipitates her Husband onwards to it. And now ker old grudge and malice 
againſt him begins afreſh to revive and flouriſh , and now ſhe thinks ita very fit,time and op. 
nity , to acquaint her Huzband with Bearmarays his baſe and ſcandalous ſpeeches againg 
er honour, the which with much paſſion, and wany tears ſhe cffe&ts, aud alſo ſhews him the 
y of her Letter, which ſhe ſent him by her maid Martha, whereunto ſhe informs him, he 
difdainfully returned her no anſwer , but contempt and filence. Champigny is ſo deeply ins 
cenſcd hereat againſt Beaumarays , as bis wife needs not many words or circumſtances toin 
duce and perſwade him torevenge it on him : when preſently be being as incapable of delay, 
as of better advice and counſtll , he finds out Marin , who (more in love to Blancheville, than 
in hatred to Beaumarays) confirms as much to him, as he would have him affirm. Now, a 
Bloncheville thinks that her Hurband Champigny will queſtion Beaumarays by the Law of Ju. 
tice, for this hiscrime towards her : H< (az a valiant and generous Gentleman) flics a hi 
picch, and afſumes a contrary reſolution , to do itby that of his ſword. When having prayed, 
and procured Xarinto behis Sccond , and they both agrecing to fight on horſe-back, he 
(conſulting with nature, not with grace) the very next morning by Serou his foot-man , ſends 
Beaumareys this Challenge. 


CHAMPIGNY to BEAUMARAYS. 


" A Sthy ledge is Fudge , ſo Mounſiexr Marin ts witneſs , what baſe and gut ſpeeches the 
'A ks Ln forth againſt the honour and chaſtity of my wife. And becauſe Crime; of 
this nature are ftill odious to men, andexecrable to God y, aud no way to be tolerated by « friend, 
meuch leſs to be digeſted and ſuffered by « Husband : therefore thank thy ſelf , #( for reparation 
bereof ) thy folly now call on thy valour, to invite thee and thy Second, to meet me and mine, with your 
Swords on borſcback, on Tueſday next, betwixt fix and ſeven in the morning, without the North-bedgi 
of the very firſt Vineyard beyond the River , where you ſhall find we will attend you , and comparing 
the equity of my cauſe, to the injuſtice and infidelity of thine, it makes me fully oonfident , that the 
3ſſue of this Duell will prove glorious for me, end ſhamefull and raizoxs for thy ſelf. 


GEASS =o - > x 


CHAMPIGNY, 


Serou (according to his charge and duty) findes out Beaumarays in-his own houſe, and very 
Rwy gives him his Maſters Letter 3 who much mufing thercar, ſteps tothe window, and there 
privatly reads ic co himſelf: When bluſhing and ſmiling to ſee the bold folly of Chempign,' 
the fooliſh malice of his wife Blancheville, and the baſe treachery of Marin towards him "he 
fo couragious and generous , as hediſdains to be our-braved by any man whatſoever in the point 
of honour, (which he eftcems far dearer and precious than his life ) eſpecially by Champigny, 
whom he holds to be as much hig inferiour In valour as blood. He therefore trips to his tiudy, 
and writes Champigny this Letter, the which he returns by his foot-man in anſwer of bis. 


BEAUMARAYS ©o CHAMPIGNY. 


A? I will not makg my ſelf Tudge,ſo T defire not to be witneſs either of thy wifes chaſtity or wi 
chaftity. Tt is ſufficient for me to leave ber to ber ſelſ, and her ſelf to thee. Marcin ſhall bave 
time enough to repent his . treachery towards mee, and thou to exchange thy jealoufie into Fudgement. 
- .But becauſeT ſee thy choller now exceeds all the bounds of reaſen , for that thou art ſo inconfiderath 
and reſhly audacious , to ſeck and preſerve thy wiſes kencur with the loſs and ruine of mine z know 
therefore, that to cheriſh and maintain it equally with my liſe, I cheerfully accept thy chailengs, and 
do bereby give thee tounderfiand , thet I with my ſeccnd, will at tbe time and place appeimed, ment 
thee and thine on horſeback, n her e no denbt not but to acquit our ſelves, as our ſelves, and 1 
wake thee and thixe acknonlecge, that eur ſy 01 6s are ccmpojed of & good tewper : and our hearts of 
| F 
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« better + and conſequently , that you may, perchance , meet with your ſuperiours , as well im valoxy 
a5 inblood and extradtion. BEAUMARAYS. 

H: hatch no ſooner ended this his Letter, but he preſently begins to think of his ſecond, when 
calling to mind his own younger Brocher Le dont agne, (a young Gentleman of ſome twenty 
years of age) is brave and valiant, and that he harh alrcady foughr:ewo Daclls , and in both of - 
them came off wich his honour , he ſends for him to his cloſet , and there ſhews him Cham 
pigy his challenge, and his anſwer thercunto, and demands of him if he have any flomack to 
ſccond him at this feaſt, his Brother Montagne bighly applauds his generous reſolution for ac- 
cepring this challenge, thanks him for the honour and favour he now doth him, in making 
him his ſecond, vows, that if he had many lives , as he hath but one, he is ready to ſacrifice them 
all at his feet and ſervice; and couragiouſly tells him, he ſhould have taken ix for a ſenſible af- 
front, diſgrace and injury, if he had made choyce of any other than himſelf : So they bath 

their horſes , Swords and courages againſt the approaching time, and noleflc doth 
Champigny and Marin. 
Beaumarays and his Brother Montegne conceal this buſineſs from all the world z and Chan 
ny bears it ſocloſe and ſecret, as he makes not his ambitions and malitious wife acquaint 
therewith, bur in favour of his loveto her beauty, and repurationto himſelf, ſmothers ir up . 
In filence. Tueſday morning beingcome , our four impaticnt champions arc in the field ac 
their Rendez-vous 3 firſt arrived Champigny and Marin, and preſenely attcr thew, Beaumarays 
and his brother Montagne, all of them being bravely mounted upen neighingj and, crampling 
coarſers : Ar their entrance, Marincomes with a ſoft trot roward Benmarays 1 chinking tO a= 
pologize himſclf co him ; But Beumarays is ſo brave and generous, as he isdeaf to his ſpee- 
and will not hear him, but tells him , that it is Swords , not tongues , which muſt now 
decide their difference, and prove him innocent cnguly : So Marin miſling of his aime, he 
returnes again upon the ſame trot to Champigny, and now, according to the order and nature 
of Duclls, it is ordered between thoſe four deſperate Gentlemen , that their principalls ſhall 
ſearch the ſeconds, and the ſeconds the principalls , to ſee whether their doublets were any 
more than Sword proof, but they might well bave ſaved themſelves that Iabour,for they are all 
of them too noble and valiant , any way to taint their ——_— and honours with the leaff 
ſhadow or tinfture of cowardize z ſo they caft of their Doublets, divide themſelves , 
and then draw , and the firſt that muſt, and will try their fortunes , are Champigny and 
Beumarays (who being ſome fourſcore paces off )they pie ſpurs and reins to their horlzs, and 
part as ſwift as the wind, or rather ſo furiouſly and ſuddenly, as two claps of thunder, or flaſhes 
of ligheening : Ar their ficft encounter , Beumarays runs Champigny through bis ſhire-band,in= 
tothe right fide of his neck, and Champigny him into bis left ſhoulder , whercax reciprocal 
inflamed as Lyons , they make ſhort turnes with their horſes, and ſo fall to it amaine with 
their Swords, when again Beumargays gives Ghayy ewo other wounds , and he returncs 
him one in counterexchange , whereofneither of them being mortall, they again divide them.. 
ſelves to breath , which having done , and both of themas yet unſatisfied, __ the ſecond 
time , at which clozc, Champigny mifſerh Beumarays, and hurts his horſc in the neck , but Beu= 
merays gives Chawprgny a lick with his Sword ore his forchead ,(which bled exceedingly ; bug 
yetthey arc too couragious to defift, as ſcorning , rather than caring for the number of their 
wounds, They to it again the third time , which proves as fortunat for Beuwarays ; as fatal 
to Champigny 3 for as his horſe ftumbleth on his fore- feet, Beumareys in his bending , runs him 
thorow the body , alittle above his left Pap, where his Sword mecting and cutting the 
ot his hearr, he preſently, in a fainting and faltering language, ſpake theſe his laſt words : Beu- 
marays, I forgive thee my death, and Ged be mercifull umo my Soul, and with the ſame), fell ftark 
dead from his horſe to the ground; When Boumarays, as a noble Gentleman , leape preſently 
from his horſe to his affiftance, and ſodid hls own ſecond, Marin, but their charity and care to 
him was in vaio, for alrcady life had forſaken his body, and conſequently , his foul was fled co 
his place : So he lics there gored in his blood, and whiles Marin war covering of his breath- 
IG body wich his Cloak, Bewmarays ſheaths up his Sword , and with hands and eyes clevated 
to Heaven, rendreth thanks to God for this his victory. | | _ 

No ſooner hath Momagne congratulated with his Brother Benmarays for bis fortune, 
but with a heart and courage worthy of him ſelf; he calls our to bis Rivall Marin, and bids 
him prepare to fight z When his Brother Beumar#ys notwithſtanding his lofſc of much bloody 
doth infinitly defire to fparc his Brother Montagne from fighting with Marin, and ſo to per- 
formit himſelf. Bur Montagne is too couragious and generous cither to underſtand this mo- 
tion, or to reliſh this language: from his Brother, and ſo in hot words and Fg he pe- 
remptorily tclls him 5 Thet became refight with Marin y aud fight be woutt; — is 
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Brother Beaumarays gives him his prayers, commits him ro his good fortune, and fo with hi 
Cloak muffizd abouc him; firs down a SpeQator to their combat : When Montagne remounting 
rcmounting' his Steed, he cals out again to Marin and bids him prepare to fight, 
Marin no way appalled or daunted with the unformunart diſaſter of his principall , bur ra. 
ther the more exaſperated and incouraged thereat, he as a valiant Gencleman vowes to (cl and 
requite his death dearly on the life of his adverſary Montagne : to which end they divide them. 
{elves and draw, and fo part cach towards other, I know not whether with more ſwiftneſs of 
courage; Ar their firſt encounter Marin runs Montagne into the ſmall of the belly of a flighy 
wound , and in exchange he cuts Marin a great {].ſh on his lefe check , which hangs down and 
blecds exccedingly 3 When preſencly clofing again, Montagne runs Marixinto the right thigh, 
and he him in requitall into the right arme, and cher: they divide themſelves to take breath , 
and for all thcſc chceir wonnds being as yet incapable to gous or ſati:fic their courages, they 
ſently determine again to fall'to ic with bravery and relolution When behold the Marquiz 
of Bellary (the Titular King of Ivetot) with ewo Lords his Sons,and their train pafferh chat way 
from Chartres to go to Parzs, and ſecing two Gentlemen on Horſeback in their ſhirrs with their 
Swords drawn, he judgeth ic a Daell , when he and his ewo Sons gallop into the litele Med: 
dow joyning to the Vincyard to _ and part them, but they came too late; for Montague 
and Marin ſceing them ſwitcly galloping rowards them, they( ro prevent them) with more haf 
then good ſpecd, ſer Spurs to their hurles the ſooner, and at this their ſecond meeting Afoxs 
tagre warding Marins Sword and purting it by , dothat the very ſame Inſtant run him charow 
the body a lictle below his Navell, of which mortall wound , hefell preſently from his Horſe 


- dead co theground, uttering only theſe words : O Montagne, thou haſt lain me : Thou haſt lain 


me, God receive my Soul : and then and there without ſpeaking a word more immediatly dyed, 
No ſooner hath Montagne wiped and fhcathedup his Sword, but his joyfull Brother Beau» 
»arays galops up to him, and cheerfully congratulates with him for the ſame : When inſtand 
the Marqueſs of Bellary, and the two Lords his Sons , arrive to them, though a little too late; 
They arc aftoniſhed to ſee two proper Genelemen lie there {lainin the ficld, and recking in their 
hot blood; when turning to Bearmareys and his Brother Montagne, whom they knew,they con- 
gratulate with chem for their vitorics ,and the Marqueſs , as bricfly as his cime and their 
wounds will permit, enquires of them che caule or their quarrell, and the manner and particy- 


Lars of their combat, whereof being tally informed and (atisfid by them , he ſends the dead 


bodics of Champigny and Marin to Chartres in his Coach 3 And ng by Beaumereys 
and his Brother Montagne, thar for the preſervation of their ſafetice and lives , they were reſol- 
ved to leave Chartres and Beauſſe, and ſo thwarting ore Normandy by Evereux and Lefieux, to 
embark themſclves for Caen , and thence to paſs the Scas into till cheir friends in their 
abſence had procurcd their grace and pardons trem the King , as alſo that they were deftitute 
both of Chirurgions to dreſs their wounds , and of a guid to conduRt them thither ; Hee y 
nobly gave them his own Chirurgion and guid, and promiſing them likewiſe , to labour 

the King to the utmoſt of his power, for cheir peace, he paſſerth on his Journey, and commit 
them to the beſt fortune. R_ » yea, an honourable courtefic ofthis brave old Marqueſs 
of Bellary, whoſe deſerts and I ſhould much wrovg , if 1 gave nox the relation and me- 
mory of his name a place in this Hiſtory. 

Whilcs thus the Marqueſs of Bellary is travelling towards Paris and Beaumarays and his bros 
ther Montagne poſting for Caen , come we briefly to Chartres, which now reſcunds and rattles 
with the report and iffue of chis combate, where Gentlemen and Citizens, and all(according 
to their palions and aff:Qions ) ſpeak differently thereof; ſome condemn the vanity of Beau- 
mareys, others the folly & treachery of Marin, but all do highly cxtoll the courage and gene» 
rofity of Champigny and Montagne. But leave we them to their cenſures, and come we again to 
ſpeak of Blancheville,wbo takes the news of this untimely death of her Husband ſo tenderly and 

orrowfully , tha ſhe is ready to drown her ſclfin tears; It is not only a grief to her heart to 
ſee, but a rerrar to her conſcience, to know, that her Hnsband Ghempigny,and her friend Me- 
rin, have borh of them loft their lives for her ſake,and when again ſhe falls on the confideration 
and remembrance , that the firſt dyed by the hand and ſword of Beaumarays, her mortall cnc 
miic, and the ſecond by that of his Brozher Montagne , then the is again ready to barkt her 
heart and breaſt with fighing thereat. She is ſo uncapable of Connell, as ſbe will hear of 
no conſolation, nor ſpeak of any thing but uf her malice and revenge towards Beaumarays, 
and to write thetruch, this implacable wrath and revenge of hers co him, rakes up all her 
thoughts and ſpecches , her contewplations and ations, and both her time and ber {16 To 


which end ſhe converts moſt of her Corn and Wine into meney , goes to Paris, cafts her ſelf at 
che Kings feet, and to the feer of that great and illuſtrious Court of Parliament for Juftice, 
againſt 


—_— 
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inſt Beaumerays, the murtherer of her Husband, the which again and again ,:the aloud- re. 
ſounds and ccchocs forch to cheir cars,yea, her rage is ſo great , and her malice ſo: outragians 
cowards him, chat notwichftanding his body is abſcnt, yet ſhe ſpends five hundred Crowng 
inLaw to have him according to the Law and Cuſtome of Fraxce to be hanged up in effigie:; 
Bac alchough-her ſure be juſt, yer (by reaſon of his great friends in Court ) ſhe ſecs her iclt ſo 
uofortunace, that ſhe cannot obtaine it, Whereupon, after twelve moneths vain ftay in Paris, 
and a profuſe expence of money, ſhe (with much griet and ſorrow ) ſecretly vowes to her ſelf, 
thatif ever he return again to Chertres,or which is more, into France, that ſhe her (elf will 
beboth his Judge and Exccutiouer , by ——_ Husbands death in bis, and from this 
helliſh reſolution of hers , ſh: deeply ſwears, that neicher Earth nor Heaven hall diverr 


her. - 

- Now, to follow the naturall ftccam and tide of this Hiſtoryz Wee muſt again bring Beau+ 
mareys and his Brother Montagne on the Stage thereof : For the Reader mutt underſtand ;thac 
theie wounds being drefſed and ſeeured, having beſtowed both their horſes on the Chircurgion 
and guid, the two ſervants of the aforeſaid Marquels of Bellary , and likewiſe written him a 

full Letcer for his honourable courtctic cxrended to them, and therewith likewiſe prayed 
him co ſolicice the King for their Grace and pardon in their abſence , they privatly ( without 
apy followers Jembarque chemſclvces upon an Engliſh veffell at Caen, and fo with a proſperous 
wal ; arrive at, Rie, and from thence take horſe for London, where they ſettle up their aboad 
and refidence , from whenec Beaumarays ſends to Chartres for two of his foot-men , and his 

Brother Montagne for one of his, which come over to London to them ſome fix weeks after,and 
brings their Maſters word, how carncftly and violently their adverſarics follow the rigour and 
ſeverity of che Law againſt them in Paris, but cſpecially againſt Beanmarays ; they receive theſe 
advertiſements, from their ſeryants and friends, rather with grict chan contempr,and 
to prevenc their malice, and their own diſgrace and danger, they often write. from Londox to 
Paris, to the Marques of Bellary, and likewiſe to the Biſhop of Chartres(their dear friend and 
Kinſman)to haftentheir pardons from the King 2 So that Noble Lord, and this reverend Pre- 
late, picying their danger and abſence as much as they wiſh cheir ſafty and returne, take time 
at advantage, and the King in a well diſpoſed humour, and ſodo moſt cff.Qually and powers 
fully acquaint his Majcfty, how theſe two abſent Genticmen and Brothers, Beaumerays and 
Montagne, were without juſt cauſe or reaſon, provoked to xhis unfortunate combat by their 
adverſarics ; that they were the Challenged, not the Challengers z that heretofore they had 
never committed any aft unworthy cicher of their honour , or of themſclves : Thar for theie 
vertues and generoſity, they were beloved of all their Countrey and acquaintance : That they 
had formerly received many wounds in his Majeftics Warrs z and that their valour and cous 
rage was ſuch , that in theſe times , which chreatned more troubles han promiſed peace, they 
would undoubtedly prove happy and ucceflary members for his ſervice , with many other pre= 
vailing motives and rcaſons conducing that way z which at laſt ſo weigh down the heart and 
mind of che King, that he freely conceded and gave them their pardons under his great Scal, 

the which to make the more authenticall, they cauſed chem to be enregiftred and confirmed by 

the Courc of Parliament of Paris, and thereupon both the Marqueſs and Biſhop joyntly and 
ſpcedily writ to them thereof from Paris, And after ſome few moneths of their ftay in Lou- 
den, they ſend them over theſe their Pardons , which are delivered to them by the Earl of 

Tillieres, then ordinary Ambaſſadour there for this preſent French King , Lewis x44i. the which 
they receive with infinit honour, content , and joy. 

This good news of theirs makes them now like the ayre of France, bettey than that of Exg+ 
lend. So they ſpeedily pack up their baggage, leave Lo and with all cclcrity away to 
Dover, Cellais,and Paris. Where being arrived, the firſt thing they doythey find our the Mar». 
queſg of Bellary, and the Biſhop of Chartres 4 to whom they owe their peacc, as they do their 
lives to the King : to whom they cxpreſs a thouſand demonſtrations of thankful for chis 
pa honour and favour ſhewed by chk — rn hs rk ſo _ to the 

when the Marquis, ſecon the Biſhop preſents them to his Majefty, w 

ii ben he gives rn his Royall hand to kiſs. They can b:tter exprets their eats 
indeeds than words to him, and in language of their ſwords, than in that of their t : Ons 
ly they tell his Majeſty , that having received their lives of his mecr clemencie and all fa- 
vour, they moſt humbly therefore implore him to grant them rhe favour and honour , that 
they may ſpend and cnd them in this ſervice. He allows of their zeal and humility s and to re- 
double his favour, he gives them again his band co kiſs , adding farther rothem, that is is ra- 
ther likely than impoſſible, that he ſhall ſhortly bave occaſion to uſetheir Swords and ſervice, 
and fo diſmifi:ch chem. 


Theſe our two Brothers remain a moneth in Paris , wherein almoſt daily they tender _ 
thankfu 
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thankfull reſpeAs and ſervice to the Marquis and Biſhop, at the end whercof leaving heir dit 
and recciving their commands, they take harſe and rerum home for Chartres, (from which 
- reaſon of thcir diſaſter they have been ſo long abſent)where all their Kinsfolks and friends wg, 
come them home with infinite delight and joy, yea, almoſt all Chartres and the Gentlenyy 
thereabouts, exceedingly rejoyce of their fortunate and ſafe returns. Only the Parents of Mary 
do cnvie Mont agne 5 vs and Blanchevillegthe forrowfull and incenſed Widow of Champi 
hat.s Benmarays dendly. As for Montagne, he makes ſuch good means and friends, that in 
[then two moneths he obtains a perfe& reconciliation of the firſt 3 but although Beumarays ha 
-made many fair overtures and proffers of attonement by his friends to the ſccond,yer in fix mp- 
mcths he ſees ir is wholly impoflible for him ro ure it of her, and which is worſe, ſhe's fil 
outragious and revengſull cowards him , that he thinks he neyer ſhall ; for ſhe diſdains toſs 
him , and ſcorns to heare of him : and ftill her malice and indignation againg 
kim,makes her conſtant in her former helliſh and bloudy reſolution,that by one means or oth 
ſhe will cre long murther him, as he hath hcr Huzband : A fearfull and moſt execrable roſe, 
lution, every way unworthy the heart of a Gentlewoman, and far more the ſoul of a Chriftiz,, - 
In the former part. of this Hiftory we have underſtood the affcQtion of LeV alley( Beumargy 
his man )to Martha Blanchevilles Chamber-maid. In the middle thereof we have remarked 
and ſecn the implacable intended malice and revenge of Blancheville cowards Beaumaray, 
And we ſhall not go far before.the end her:of will cnform us what mournſull fruits,and deplo- 
rable effcRs, theſe different accidents and perſons will procure us. 
As there is no love to that of a man, ſo ] am ot opinion, that there isno malice comparable 
to that of a woman, and if rhe truth deccive not my judgment hercin, 1 belicve we ſhall 
ſee the Antithefis of this pofition made good and verified in the perſons of Le V alley,and Blew 
cheville. For whilcs LeV alley is lovingly thinking and inventing all poſſible means how he 
may marry Marithaz ſo is Blancheville maliciouſly pondering and ruminating with her ſclf hoy 
or bs what means or agents ſhe may murther Beaumerays. Thus we ſee thar the hearc of the 
firſt it is full of kindneſs el, as the mindand reſolutions of the ſecond is of c 
and bloud. Now the Reader for his better information ; will 1 _ remember , that in all 
this time of two years and upwards , fince LeV alley firſt: faw and ſpake with his ſweet :hean 
Martha, in his Mafters houſe, that there bach paſt many love tokens berween them, bur as yt 
he could never draw her conſent to marry him z for ſtill ſhe tels him that ſhe loves her Miſtreh 
ſodearly , that ſhe will not depart from her ſeavice, nor wed any man , withour her free con 
ſent , andtherefore that they have far more reaſon todoubt than to hope of this match be- 
tween them,confidering the Jamentable accident and diſaſter which hath paſt berween their 
Mafters. Le Valley ſeeing ke muſt firſt win the Miftreſs, before he can wed the maid , with his 
fivcet hearts adviſe, reſolves to ſeck Blanchevilles conſent thereto , the which he doth in fair and 
orderly tcarms. Blancheville who had formerly heard an inkling how dearly Le alley affetted 
her maid Marths in the way of morriage, now by this motion thereof to her ſelf , ſhe is fuly 
confirmed thereof. When obſerving more paſſion than judgment, as well in his affe&ion to 
her maid, as in his ſpecches to her ſelf, ſhe preſently(being induftrious in her malice, and vigl- 
Lant in her revenge towards Beaumarays) forgets God and all goodneſs, abandoneth all Chri- 
ſtianity and humanity', and ſo the Dcvill brings her a plot , or clſe her own heart and head 
fexchc it from/heil : She chinks chat chis poor ſervant Le V alley, is a fir agent and inftrument 
for her, cicher __— or Piftoll his Maſter Beaumarays to death , and that his love to her 
maid Martha, his conſideration of her freſh yourh and beauty, is a ſufficient bait, and 
powerfull lure to make him undertake and perform it, and hereon ſhe ſertles up her bloody re- 
ſolution. To which cnd Blaxcheville having already ſufficiently woven this treachery in her 
heart, and cloſely and finely ſpun ic in her brains, ſhe politickly gives Le Falley more hope 
than deſpair, that he ſhall ſhortly marry her maid Martha; only ſhe tels him ſhe muſt firſt con« 
fer with her, to ſec how ſhe ſtands affeftcd to him, and thar if he repair to her again at the 
end of the week, ſh: will chen afſuredly give him ſuch an anſwer, as ſh: doubts nor but will 
content and plcaſc him, or elſe thefault ſhall be his : But to conclude her ſpecch , ſhe charg- 
eth him norco ſpeak or utter a word hereof to his Mafter Reaumarays , all which Le V alley 
faichfully promiſcth her to performe. He goes from the Miſtreſs to the maid , and reports 
what ſhc hath told and ſpoken , ſo theſe young folks flatter themſelves , that they very ſhortly 
ſhall be man and wife. Blancheville(whoſe heart and mind runs wholly upon a bloudy revenge 
towards Blaxmareys Jno ſooner underfiands that Le V alley is gone forth her doores,butſhe ſends 
for her maid Marthe int > her Chamber, where no way acquainting her with her bloudy intens 
& policic)ſh: chargeth her to ſwear that ſhe wil never mary LeV alley without her free conſent, 
and that in the cnd ſhe (hall not rcpcar the following of her adviſc and counſell herein, which 


Martha ſolemnly doth, whereof this malicious and vinditive Dame is cxcecedingly glad and 
Cuisficd. The 
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The cnd of the week being come, away comes Le Valley to his ſweet heart Marths , to know 
if (be be ſhortly reſolved to marry him, who hav? ig been perfettly raughe her [efſon, tells him 
plainly , that ſhe will be his wife , conditionally that he can gain her Miſtreſs Blanchevilles 
conſent z but never without it. Whereof he being exceedingly joyfull, he giving her 
many kifſcs, intreats her to bring him to her Miſtreſs , and that he hopes to receive pleafing news 
from her, to both cheir contents, Blencheville (with much longing impatiency ) attends his 
_—_— and receives and welcoms him into her Cloſer with a cheerfall countenance,where 
bolting the door, this helliſh Erynxis (not Heavenly Vrenie) paſſionatly tels him, thac it (hall 
be impoſlible for htm ever to enjoy or marry her maid Marthe, except he firſt ſwear to herto 


_ a ſecret bufineſs for her, which infinicly concerns her content and ſervice. Le Valley 
to know of her what it is, bur ſh: firſt (wears him to ſecrecie herein, both from Mar- 


the, and from all the world, the which he freely ſwears : When Blencheville ( with hypocriti- 
call »Jca, With diabolicall tears in her eycs) being inſtrufted and prompted by the Devill, re» 
preſencech unto him, how fouly his Maſter Beaumareys had firſt wronged her chafticy and ho- 
pour 4 then abuſed her H wand in ths Church, and afterwards kill:d him in the ticld, and 
therefore that he h5uld not only marry h:r maid Martha, but that ſh: would likewiſe give him 
three hundred Crowns of marriage money with her (it for her ſake, andat her requeſt) he 
would kill hisfaid Maſter, either by Poyſon, Ponyard, or Piſtoll, of which ſumm ſhe cold him 
he ſhould have the one half in hand , and the other when he had performed it, the which if he 
—_ to do, ſh: ſwore by her part of H:aven, that he ſhould never marry h:r, nor come near 
Le V alley isamazed and aftoniſh:d at this bloudy propoſition and requeſt of hers, the which 
ſhe might well perceive by the diftraRtion of his looks, and the perturbation of his counte- 
nance. H: tells her, that although he loves Marthe far dearer than his life, yet he cannot find 
in his heart co kill the pooreſt Chriſtian in the world, much leſs ſo good ſo dear a Mafter 
as Beaumarays was to him. Blancheville(being now as fubtill in her malice,as ſhe was malicious 
la her revenge towards Beaumarays ) ſh:ws Le V alley the three hundred crowns in fair Gold, 
which was farr more than <cver before he had (een 3 Tels him what adear friend ſhe will ever 
remain co him and his wife , and (in a word) leaves no lure unpradtiſed, nor charm unatzemp 
ted, co draw him to the enterpriz: ofthis deplocable, and to the ex:cution of this helliſh fat, 
But finding him as froz:n as ſh: was fiery therein , ſh: bids him to take a weeks time to confider 
thereof , then to bring her his laſt reſolatiou, and wirhall to remember his oath of ſecrecic 
bercin from all th: world , both which points he coaftancly promiſcth hize to performs. Ag he 
deſcends che ſtairs from her , his ſweet hzare Martha com:s preſently to him to know the mind 
and cefolurion of her Miſtreſs, whom h: thinks good then to (at'sfi: with this pleafing anſwer 
that he hop:3a ſmall time will work and compals both their defices. So after a few. kifſes and 
embraces, they for that time take leave cach of other. Hz is no ſooner returned home, but his 
heart is as p:nfive and ſorrowfall , as his mind and brain is perplex:d and troubled for the 
cauſe thereof, Hz conſults with himſelt , and his reſolutions are as different as his defires. He 
cannot as yet find in his hzart to kill his Maſter , and yethe can reſolve rather to dye thanto 
loſe Martha his Miſtreſs. Truc ic is, that the fight of the Lady Blanchevilles Gold doth a& 
wond:rs in his heart, but fac more the fight and remembrance of Marihas ſweet youth and de- 
lirious beauty : So the firſt temprs him exceedingly , the ſecond extreamly, and the Devill in 
both of them infinitely; yet notwithſtanding, bis faith and ſoul are fo ſtrong with God, 
that hitherto he cannot conſent or be drawn to imbrue, his hands in the innocent bloud of his 
Maſter. B:nt here befals and unexpected accident which violently precipitates and chrows 
him headlong on the contrary reſolution. | 
His Maſter Beaumarays (not for want ofany reſpe or love to Blancheville, but becauſe he 
_—_—_ knew ſh: extreamly hated him) having formerly charged his man Le Valley that he 
not frequent her houſe, nor no more dare to ſeck her maid Marthe in marriage, the 
which he confidently promiſed him he would. Hz now und:rſtands that contrary thereunto , 
his man Le / alley the very day b:fore was there, and continued fill an carneft ſucor to her; (o 
he hereupon calls bim to him, and gives him five or fix ſound box:s on the Exc, for his diſo+ 
beying him, and vows that if he ev-r any more return chither , and feck Marthz inmarriage,he 
wand nncly caſhier him, and wholly diſcharge him from his ſervice. Le Valley nor accu- 
ftomed to reccive blows of his Maſtzr, was ſocxtreamly incenſed hergar, as difdaining the blows 
for his Maſt:r, and his Maſtce for the blows ſake , they engender ſuch bad bloud in him, as he 
preſently ftriks a bargain, firſt with his choller, then wirh the Devill, chat he would 
now adhere to the requ:it of Blaucheville , and ſo ſpedily retura his Maſter a map requicall 
and bloudy reveng: tor the ſame 3 and indeed from that time forwards he never looked on hint 


but wich an cyc of hacred and dereftation. So 
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So without farther delay,the ſame night as ſoon as bis Maſter was gone to bed , he trips away 
to Blanchevilles houſe , informes her at Jarge' what had paſt betwixt his Maſter and himfſcly, 
and therefore aſſures her chat he is fully and conſtantly reſolved to murther him within threg 
or four dayes, if ſh: would perform her promiſe co him , to give bim the three hundred 
Crowns; and chat alſo within a monerh after he [hall marry Martha , whereat Blanchevill 
being beyond meaſure joyfull , ſhe faithfully and ſolemnly ſwears him the performance thereef 
when (as a pledge of the reſt ) ſhe preſently payes him down the firſt hundred and fikty in 
Gold, the which Le Valley joyfully purſeth up. But the Receipt thereo! ſhall colt big 
dcar, 

From the intended matter of the murther of Beaumerays, theſe two agents of Satan and 
Hcll, Blancheville and LeValley , proceed to the manner thereof, ſhe propoſeth that infernall 
drug , poyſon, but he rcjeCtzrh ir, asdangeruus to be bought, and difficult to be applicd. And 
becauſe ſhe diſlikes to have bim ponyarded, therefore they both conclude and agree, that he 
ſhall piſtoll him to death, and this is their definitive , cruelt, and helliſh reſolution. Le 
Valley having thus diſpatcht his buſineſs with Blancheville, and taken leave with kiffcs of his 
ſweet Martha , (who poor ſoul is 2s innocent , as they two are wholly and ſolely guilty of 
this deplorable conſpiration) he puts a chcerfull countenance on his revengetull heart , ſo ce 
eurncs hom? and the very next day gets his Maſters pocket Piftoll , which he loads witha 
brace of Bullets, and watcheth every day and hour for a defired opportunity to ſend him ts 

:aven. Sothe third after Monſicur Montagne going abroad a hawking with his Brothey 
Hawks and Spannels , and taking almoſt all his men ſervants wich him, and leaving Le Valty 
to wic and attend on his Maſter, then and there this fatall occaſion anſwered his prodigious 
exp:Qation. For that very Fore-noon, his Maſter Beaumarays comming from the houſe of 
Cflice, he calls up Le/ alley to him in his Chamber to rruſs his pointe, which wretched Villain 
he is buſi: in performing, but alas, in moſt bacbarous and bloudy manner : For as that good 
and Noble Gentleman thought of nothing Icfs than of his danger or death, then this moniter of 
natuce fingering his hind p »ints wich his Izfc hand, very ſoftly drew his Piſtol our off his pocke 
with his right , and then and there(with an infernall courage and audacity) ſhot him into the 
Reyns of his back , nearly oppoſice co his heart , whereof he preſcutly fell down dead to the 
ground, wichout having cither th: power or happineſs to ntter one prayer or word whatſoz yer, 
bar only two or three ſmall faintinz, or indeed dying groans. 

This bloudy and cx:crable wrerch Le alley,ſecing his Miſter d:ad, he triumphs in his good 
fortune, to ſee what a brave Butcher he had proved him(cltin fo ſpzcdily and neatly diſpatch» 
ing him, When to put the becter varniſh on his villany, and fo ro make ir appear co the 
World , that his Maſtzr was bis own murchzrer, he cakerh ch: Piſtoll and placeth ir in his d:ad 
right hand,& layes the K:y ofth: Chamber upon the Table , and the door having a ſtrong 
Spring-lock, palls and ſhuts it taſt after him. When again, to maie his innocency the more 
clear and conſpicuous to the World, he ſpeedily and ſecretly taking 2 horſe out of the Stable, 
a Hawk on his fiſt, and a Spannicll at his hecls, and fo very joyfully gallops away to the 
fizlds, where (after ſome houc at lcaft , or hour and half at moſt ) he finds our M nſteur Mn- 
tagne, and tells him his Maſter diſpatche him to him with a freſh Hawk , which was his 
beſt and chicfeſt Gaſhawke They Hawk all day together, andLE V ALLET 
( asaccuſtomed ) ts very officious and diligent to Manfieur MONTAGNE, 
who rowardz night returns home to Chartres , having ( between them all ) taken eight 
Partridges and one Pheſant, Hz arrives at his Brothers houſe , where milling him , he gives 
the Pheſant and four of the Partridges to the Cook to dreſs for their Supper; when afterwards 

again miſſing his Brother Beaumarays , and cnquiring for him, the m:niall ſervants of the outs 
houſes tell him they ſaw him notto day. Supper being preparing, and the Tablc covered , he 
ſends up Le Valley to look him in his Gaamber, who returns him this anſwer, that his Mafter 
js not there, bur the door is ſhat : Montague marvelleth at his Brothers long (and unaccuſtoni- 
cd) abſence, and ſo do all his ſervants. They find his Cloak, Rapicr and B:lc , hanging up at 
a pin in the Hull , and therefore d:eming him not far, but at fome neighbours houſe , he ſends 
Le V alley one way, and the reſt of the ſervants to other placesto find him out z but whiles they 
ſeck after him, Le Valley (favourcd by the night) trips away ſpecdily to the Lady Blanchevilles 
houſe, and there moſt bricfly and ſecretly acquaints her how bravely h: hach diſpatched his 
Maſtcr that forenoonyſhe cannot contain her ſelf for joy of this ſweet news,nor cxpreſs it to him 
in leſs than a kiſs,he ſacs he will tell her the reſt to morrow night, and then come and receive 
the remainder of her promiſe to him,the which ſh: again and again ſwears to him, ſhe will 
pectorm it with a ſurpluſage and advaatage , ſo hz: kiſſcth his ſweet heart M 4 R TH bas 


— 
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and again difpcceds bimſclf home : - Where he and the rett ot the ſervants who were ſent into the 
ieects , return Montagne no news of their Maſter his Brother : Supper being more than fully 
ready, his long milling of him, doth at laſt bring him much doubt , and ſome fuſpition and 
fear of his weltare. Ic runs ſtill in his mind, that he may be yer afleep in his Chamber; where- 
fore he aſcends thither with Le V alley, and others of his ſervants, who call aloud, and bounce 
2 main at the door , but they hear no anſwer nor ſpecch of him , the which doth the more 
augment his doube, and redouble his fear of his Brother : Ar laft he commands them to force 
ws break gpen the door, bur ir being exceeding thick and ftrong, they cannot. Montagnes 
tender care of his Brother , doth by thistime infinitely increaſe his fear of him , which at laſt 
ſo powerfully ſurpriſeth him , that he preſently commands a Ladder to be ercfcd to his Bro- 
thers Chamber window towards the Garden , and fends up one of his Lacquics with a Torch 
to look into the Chamber , the Lacquic ſorecth op:n the Caſcment, and then thruſt in bis 
Torch firſt , and his head after, which he ſp:edily withdrawing very paſlionatly crycth our: 
Thathis Maſter hath murthered himſelf with his Piftoll , and lies chere dead all goarcd in his 
blood. Adontagne at this lamentablc news, tears his hair , weeps , and cries out amain for 
ſorrow thereof, and ſo do all his ſcrvants. Among whom Le V alley is obſcrved ro be one of 
the moſt, who weeps, and cryes mightyly thereat- Moztagne being alnioſt as dead with gricf 
and ſorrow hereat, as his Brother Beaumarays was with his wound z he bids the Lacquie to tcar 
down the Caſement, and to enter and anlock the door, which he doth : So he with Le Val- 
0, and the reft of the ſervants, aſcend and enter the Chamber , where (to their unexpref- 

e gricf and ſorrow ) they ſee this mourntull and murthered perſonage , with the diſcharg- 
ed Piſtoll faſt in bjs hand, and the key of the Chamber door on the Table, as hath been al- 
ready exprefſ:d. Once Montagne thought that his Brother might, be robbed and killed by 
Thicves , but ſceing all his Trunks faſt locked, and chen opening his Study door, and finding 
all bis Gold, Silver and Jewellsthere in good order , hejabandons that ſuſpizion and Jcalou- 
fie, and chen both he and they all believe, that he hath abſolutely murthered himſelf, The 
report of this Tragicall and ſorrowfull accident ſounds loud through the firects of Chartres , 
Mmntagne ſends for the Kings Atourney,and the Fiſcal to ſecy$& for Chirurgions to viſt his dead 
Brothers body, they all concurr and agree in opinion with Montagne and his ſervants, and ſo 
generally afficm > conclude 3. That Beaumarays hath (with his liccle Piftoll) ſhot bimſelf in- 
tothe back with abrace of Bullets , whereof he died, which is ſweet mufick and melody to 
L: Valley, but his wormwood and gall comes after, And now Moxtagne with all requifi 
order , ftate and decency , ſolemnizerh his Brothers Funcrals , and not only all Chartres, bur 
all Beauſſe, and all Gentlemen who knew him , yea, the Biſhop of Chartres , the Marquis of Bel» 
lary , and the the King himſelf much lamented and bewailed the unfortunate lofs ot this noble 
and valiant Gentleman. 

The grief and ſorrow of Montagne for his Brothers untimely death , is the joy andfelicity of 
Lt Valley and Blancheville ; for as he triumphs , ſo for her part, ſhe is ſo cxtreamly delighted 
and raviſhed with this ſweet news, as at their next meeting (which is the very next night) ſhe 
gives him his hundred and fifry Crowns, and becauſe he hath diſpatched his Maſter Beauma- 
reys ſo ſpeedily and ſecretly , ſhe therefore takes a Diamond Ring off her finger { worth one 
hundred crowns and likewitſe gives it him 2 When to make good her oath and promiſe to him 
(as alſo to make his pretended joy compleat )) the very ſame day moneth after, marricth him 
to her maid Martha, But marriages that are founded and cymented with innocent blood, 
never have proſperous ends. Now is Blancheville proud in her revenge for the death of her 
mortall enemy Beaumarays , and now likewiſe is Le Valley (in his conceit and mind) rape up 
into the third Heaven of joy, in injoying his fair and ſweet wife Martha, and neither of them 
hath the conſcience to think of, or the grace to repent this foul and bloody fat of theirs ; 
Which , (when they leaſt dream thereof ) we (hall fee God in his ſacred mercy in Juſtice, 
will ſpeedily deteCt, revenge and puniſh, as the ſequell thereof will declare and inform us, 

Az the matter and manner of the deteQtion of this lamentable murther of Beaumarays pro» 
ceed:d primarily from God, (o it did ſecondly from his ſorrowfull Brother Moxtagze , who 
wanting all other witnefT:s and evidence (and wholly guided by ſacred power, and (ſwayed by 
divige influence ) was l:d to it by four remarkable circamſtances and conliderations, every way 
worthy of ouc knowledge and retenrion. The firſt was his finding 2nd peruling of Blaxchevil- 
les Letter to his Brother B:aumarays (which formerly we have ſeen ) wherein he obſerved a 
wonderfull d:al of invecerat malice cowards him from her * The ſecond was Le Valleys 
ſndden marrying of her Chamber-maid Martha, by the which he conceived, that that ſuſpi= 
tion ſtrongly refl-&:1 on her, and this on him: The third was trom the (ight of the Diamond 


Ring which Le Valley wore 02 his finger (being the ſame which we have formerly ſeen Blanche- 
ville 
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| than his Apologie, they adjudge him to the rack, w 


ville to give him) tor Montagne b-licving that he had ſtollen ir trom his dead Brother, hit 
Maſter, he challenged him tor it by order of Law, when Le Valley to clear himſelfof thi 
pretended theft , was enforced to enform both him and the: Judges 4 that it was given him iv 
marriage with his wife , by the Lady Blancheville her Miſtreſs, the which confeſſion of his, jn- 
deed added much ſafpition and jealouſic of them both to the heart and minde bf Mont agye, a 
believing chat it muſt be ſome cxtraordinary tye and ſervice, which ſhould make Le V alley 
pable ro deſerve ſo greata bounty and reward of her. But the fourth and laſt conſideration wy 
tar more powerfull and prevallent with him, than all the three former , tO ground his ſuf 
cion againſt Le Valley for thus murthering of his Brother, and whercin the Reader may 
ſervedly admire and wonder art the celeſtiall providence and juſtice of God, which moſt mira. 
culouſly and divinely appears herein ; forthe ſame day two moneths after the murther of Begg, 
marays , and the ſame day moneth that LE V A LLET married his wi 
Martha, it pleaſed the Lord ( in his ſecret pleaſure and juſtice ) to ſend him a Gangrea 
in his Right. Hand , which beginning to extend and ſpread , his Chyrurgions , © 
ſave his life, adviſed his ſaid hand ro be ſpeedily cut off , which was accordingly per 
formed. ; 

This ſuddenly cutcing off Le Valleyes right band by advice of his Chyrurgions, brings ter 
rou to him, fear to Blancheville, and aſtoniſhment and admiration ro Montagne, who ( le 
by the immediate ſpirit and finger of God ) doth now confidently believe , that it was thy 
hand of his which piſtolled his Brother to death, and that it might be rather probable tha 
impoſliblz , that Blancheville might be the Authour , and he rhe aCtor of chis cruell murthe; 
Whereforc grounding this his ſtrong ſuſpicion upon the piety and innocency of his Brotherz lik 
and diſpotition, as alſo on his own four former premiſcd ſerious conſiderations and circun» 
Rances , he ncicher can nor will take any contrary Law or peace of his thoughts 3 Bur goexth 
the Seneſpall, and Kings Attorney of that City, and accufeth Le Valley to be the murthererd 
his Brother Beaumarays. | 

The wiſe and prudent Judges, advertiſed the Prefidiall Court thereof likewiſe: 

So they+ preſently cauſed him to be apprehended and impriſoned for the ſame; 
they charge him with this crue]l murther committed on the perſon of his Mafter , ba 
he ſtourly denicsit with many fearfull Oaths aud —_— But his crime being great 
ere in the middeſt of his torturcs, God 

ſo deals with his hcart and prevailes with his ſoul, that he confefſeth , ix was he who munhs» 
red his Maſter Beaumarays with a Piftoll charged with a brace of Bullets , and that he was hitg 
to perform it by the Lady Blancheville,who gave him three hundred crowns in Gold,and a Dis 
mond Ring to cffc& and finiſhit. At the ralation and confeſſion whereof Montagne andthe 
Judges, exceedingly admire and wonder, and being by them again demanded if his wife Ma- 
tha were not. likewiſe accefſary with them in this murther, he freely and conftantly told then 
that ſh: wasnot, and that he would take it to his death, that ſhe was every way # 
penn as himſelf and BLANCHEVILLE ther Miſtiris were guily 
thereof, 

The Judges of this Court gy ſend Serjeants away to apprehend Blancheville, who isf6 
far from the apprehenſion or fear of any danger , as ſhe dreams not thereof: They find herin 
her own houſe playing on her Lute , and finging in company of many Gentlemen, and Gemle- 
women her friends: The Serjeants ſeize on her\ and tells her her accuſation and crime, whereat 
ſhe is amazcd and weeps exceedingly , and no leſs do thoſe who are with her : *She is brought 
before her Judges , who ſtrongly accuſe her for being the Author of this cruel tmrther df 
Beaumarays , and acquaint her with Le/ alleys full and free confeffion thereof 55 as we have fot 
merly underſtood : When here ſome3ime with tears , and then again with paſſion and choller, 
ſhe tells the Judges, that LE V ALLET is a Dcvill and a villajn thus to 
accuſe her falſcly : That ſhe never gavc)him a Ring , or three hundred Crowns to 
do AX and takes God to witneſs that ſhe is not guilty bat wholly innocent of that 
murther. | 

But this poore and paſſionate Apologie of hers , will not pafſe current with her Lyn" 
cce-eyed Judges , who cauſc her to be confronted wih LE VALLE T, who 
ſtands firm to his former accuſation againſt her , and yet her faith is ſo weak with God) 
and fo ſtrong with Satan , as with many cryes and curſes , ſhe again and again crycs onf 
and proteſtcth of her Innocenty : They produce her Ring, and part of her Gold, but 
ſhe boldly denies and ſtoutly forſwears both 3 So they preſently adjudge her to the 
Rack , whereto with much conſtancy ſhe permits her ſelf to be faftncd : Bur at the very fiſt 


touch 


[4 
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roach and weench thereo;, herdainty delicate limbs not able to braok thoſe exquiute rurment?, 
God was pleaſed to be fo gracious and mercituil ro her foul, as (+ preſencly ( wich many tears) 
cries our chat ſhe was the guiley Authour of this horrible murther, & ſo in all points & circum- 
ftanc:s concurres and agrees with Le Vallejes | depotition and accufation againk her : 
Fere her Judges again demand of her if her Maid Afarths were never accefiary or 
conſcncing with her and Le YValey, in this their bloody fat , but ſhe vowes to them, thac 
apon the perill of her Soul, ſhe was abſolutely ignorant thereof , ſo herupon this our in- 
ham ine L:dy Blancheville is again Joofed trom her Rack , aud brought away to the 
Tribunall of Juitice, and fo likewiſe is Le Valley , where Montagne and the Kings At- 
tourn: y preſently crave judgement of the Pretidents againit theſe ewo Murtherers , 
who ater a long and a religious ſpeech which they mede , both co them aid to all who were 

ſence upon this bloody faft aud crim: of theirs : They conclude and adjudge Le 
2 \the very next day to be broken on the wheele alive, and Blarcheyille then likewile 
to be harged, which gave maccer of Univzrlall fpeech and admiration to all Chartres and 


A have ſcen the perp2tration and detzRion of this inhumane and lamentable 
marcher > commited by theſe two untortunate Wre.ches Le Valley and Blancheville : 
And now ( by the mercy and Juftice of Go1_) we are come to ſee the triu nphs of his 
Revenge to fight againk them in cher condign: puaiſhm:nes for the ſame. They by 
their ſudg:s are that aftzrnvon return:d again to their priſons , and the fam? 
night are there effeRually deale wich by D:ivines, who ( out of Chriſtian Charity ) 
dice& and prepare their ſ5ules for Hzaven, So the next morning abour ten of the 
clock they arc droughe co the comman place of Execution in Chrtrer, where a world 
of peopl: attend ro be Sp:Auors of theſe their nafortunaze ends and deplorcable 
Tragedies : And firit Le Valley aſcends the Scaffold,who is ſad and penſive,and (ayes: lice] e 
elſe in effe& but chis, tha it was partly B/ancheviller gold , but chiefly his love to her Maid, 
his Wife Marth who firit drew hi:nto murther his deer Ma ter Beaumaryes whereof he affi-m- 
« he was now hearcily repentant and ſorrowfull,”and beſought the Lord to pardon him ; He 
here rook it to his Qeath that his (aid Wife Mdzrtbs was every way innocent of this mur- 
ther , and therefore beſeeched Adonſiewe Montzgne , to be goud and charitable to 
her after his deach , whom he likewiſe prayed to forgive him, when uttering a few 4s 
MAKE tohim felt, and ofcen marking himſelf with the fign of the Croffe: 
He was by his Exccutioner prefencly broken on the Wheel > whereof he immedately 


ed. 
wa Vally was no ſooner difpatched , but ap comes our Female monſter Blancheville on the 
Ladder, whoſe youth and beauty drew piry from the hearts, andcears from the eyes of moſt 
ofher Sp:Rators : in her countenance ſhe was very ſad and moarntull , and yer I am enforced 
to cofelſe this truch of her , (chat in the laft Scene and aR of her life) her Pride and Vanity 
ſo far uſurped on her judgement, her piety, and her ſoul, that ſhe came here to take her laft 
leave of the world,apparelled in a rich black razed fattin gown , a crimſon damask Petti-coate 
laid with white fattin guards, a rich cutwork falling band,her hair all ftrewed with ſweer 

der, decked with white ribban Knots and Roſes, and a ſnow white pair of gloves on her 
8,ſo ſhe there craves leave of the people to ſpeak a few words before ſhe dies, which with a 
well compoſed countenance, and behaviour , ſhe doth in theſe cearmes. 

She ſaid char her dear and tender afteRion to her Husband Champigni occafioned her deadly 
hatred and malice to Beanmaries, (and that as ſoon as ſh: had (lain him in the field , ſhe in 
revenge thereof inſtantly reſolved and vowed to ,fend him to heaven after him : ſhe affirmed 
that ſhe was now Corcowtull from her heartand foal, tha ſh: had cauſed Le YV2ey to kill this 
his Maſter , alſo that (he was fo unfortunate and miſerable, as now to ſee him die for her ſake 
and ſervice, in requitall whereof (b* gaveall her apparell, and ſome of her Place and Jewels to 
her old Maid, now his new Wife Aſ{irtba , whom the affirmed in preſence of God and his 
Angels, was no way gailty or conſenting to this lamznrable murther, which the belceched 
the;Lord to pardon and forgive her, ſhe likewiſe beſought Aontagne and Maribs to forgive 
her, and entreated a!l who were preſent to pray to God tor her ſuul, the conjured all Ladyes 
and Gentlewomen who were forrowtul eye-witneſſes of her un: imely death, ro beware by 
her unfortunate ex 1mple, and fo to hate Malice and revenge in themſc]ves as much 2s ſhe loved 
it:When again prayiog all her ſpeRators to pray to Gud tor her, (he after a few Pater-noſters , 


and Aye-Marics was turned over. 
Cc And 
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And thus was this lamentablc, and yct deſerved death' of theſe two bloody wretches Ly 
Valley and Blancheville, and in this ſharp manner , did God juſtly revenge and puniſh ohis cheie 
horrible crime of murther : Whoſe untimely and unforcunat deaths Icft much griefto their 

living Parents and fricnds, and generally ro all who cither ſaw or knewthem. May we 

read this their Hiſtory, firſt to the honour,.of God , and then to our own Inftrut- 
on andReformation : That the fight and remembrance of theſe theic 
puniſhments may deterr us from the impicty and-inhumanity 
of perpetrating thelike _ crimets 
AMEN, 


Gods 


Gods revenge againſt the Crying and Ex? | 
ecrable Sinne of Murther. 


HISTORY XX. 


Lorenzo murthereth bis wife Fermia 3 He ſome twenty years after ( as —_—_— unknown \) robs 
beth bis (and ber) Son Thomaſo, who likewiſe (ot knowing Lorenzo tobe bis Father ) doth ac= 
caſe bim for that robbery, for which be is banged. 


Hoſe who(by the pernitious infligation , and farall temptation of Satan ) do wilfully ime 
"Tn their hers Fi innocent bloud and ſo make tbe ty of murther , are no 
longer men, bur have prodigiouſly. metaworphoſed themſclyes into the nature and quality of 
Devills. And as after this their crime, they are worthy of all crue Chriftians deteftation;, ſo 
moſt commonly (without Gods ſaving grace and mercy ) their hearts ate ſo obdurated with 
impenitency of ſecurity , and their ſouls ſcared up and abandoned to all kinds of athciſticall 
77 and implety, that they are fo far from thinking of God, as they believe there is 
no God, and ſo far from fearing of his Jadgments and puniſhments, as they are defperatly con» 
fident they have not deſerved any : Bur becauſe their hearts and aCtions are as tranſparent to 
Gods eyes and knowledge , as Gods deerers,and reſolutions are inviſible to theirs, theretore (de 
ſpighr this their blindneſs and the Devills rnalice & ſubtiley to obſcure & conceal it) this world 
will afford them no true peace,nor this life produce them any perfe@ cranquillity. But where- 
ſoever they go or live , their guilty thoughts and conſciences as ſo many helliſh bloud-hou nds 
will inceſſant) purſue-and follow them, till in the cnd they drag them to condigne ſhame,mi- 

fry, and pawy f ya for the ſame : which this ſubſequent Hiſtory will verifie and make good £0 

u, ina wretched and ex-crable perfonger, whom it mournfully preſents to 0ar view and con= 

ſideration. - Let us read it in the fear of God, that we may weigh that benefit by it which be« 

<oms good Chriſtians to make. G : 
> C 3 


—— 
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It is not the meanneſle of the perſonages, but the greatnefſe and cminency of Gods ] 
ments, which hath prevailed with me to give this Hiſtory a place among my others ; 
The which to draw from the head ſpring , and original , we muſt : 
that in T T A L Ts (the Garden of Europ , as Europ is that of the whole world) 
and inthe City of Genova, ( ſeated upon the Medicerranean Sea , which the kaliang 
for the ſumptuouſnefſe and ftatelinefſe of her buildings, , doe ey ſtile and entitle, 
proud Genovs }) near to the Arſenal upon the Key, there dwelt ( of late years) a 
call Young man -, of a- coale black haire , ſome ewenty five years old , named 4 
Lorenzo, who by his Trade was a Baker, and was now become Maſter of his profeſſi 
and kept both his Oven and Shop for himſelf; wherein he was ſo induſtrious and 
dent, that in a ſhort time he became one of the prime Bakers of thac City, and wrought 
to many Ships and Galleyes of this Eſtate and Seignory : He in few years grew rich, 
was proffered many wives, of the Danghters of many wealthy Bakers and other Artificers of 
Gmova , bar he was ill covetous, and ſo addiftedto the world, as he could fancy 
nor asyet be reſolved or perſwaded to ſeek any Maid or Widdow in Marriage , fith 
he knew it to be one of the greateſt and moſt important aQions of our life,and which infallib. 
ly draws with it , cither our chicfeſt carthly felicicy,or miſery. 

But as marriages are made in Heaven, before conſummarted on earth 5-So Lorexzo going ona 
time to the City ef Savors, which (both by Sca and Land ) is ſome twenty little miles from 
Genove, and heretofore was a free City and Eftate of ir ſelf, but now ſwallowed up in the 

wer and opulencie of that of Genovs , he there fell in love with a rich Vintners Daughter, 
her Facher named Fuan Baptiſta Moron, and ſhee Fermia Moron , who was a lovely and beau- 
eifull young Maiden, of ſome cighteen years of age, being tall and flender » Of a pale complexi» 
on, and a bright yellow hair , but exceedingly, vertuous and religious, and endowed with mes 
ny ſweet qualities and perfeftions; who although ſhe were ſought in marriage by divers rich 
young men, of very good familics of that City With the worſt of whom ( cither for cſtate oe | 
excra&ion ) Lorenzo might no way C » yet ſhe could fancy none but him, and he abore / 
all che men of the world ſhe (ſecrerly in her heart and mind) defired might be her Husband, 
Lorenzs, (with ordcr and d _PO Fermia in marriage of her Father Moron, who is 
too ſtrong of purſe, and too high of humour to match his Daughter to a Baker , or to any» 
ther of a mec profeſſion, and ſo gives him a flat and peremptory deniall. But Lorenzo 
finds his Danze mare conpnnedah Gilto Battot, er ſhohging es deaply cmmonanh 
his perſonage , as he was ofher beauty and vertucs, after a journey or two which he had made 
to her at Severe , ſhe conſents and yeelds to himto be his wife , conditionally that he can ob» 
tain her Fathers good will thereunto , but not otherwiſe ; which Lorenzoye ered and doubts 
ed would prove a difficult tazk for him to compaſs and procure ; for her Father knowing Fer« 


- mia tobe hisown and only child and Daughter, andthat her beauty and vertuous education 


together with the conſideration of his own wealth and cftate, made her every way capable ofa 
farc better Husband than Lorezzo, Azalſo that his Daughter in reaſon and Religion, and by 
the Laws of Heaven and Earth, was bound to yeeld him all duty and obedience(becauſe ofhim 
ſhe had formerly received both life and being ) therefore he was reſolute that Lorenzo ſhould 
not have his Daughter to wife, neither w e ever hearken to accept, or conſent to take him 
for his Son in Law. | 

Lorenzo having thus obtained the heart and purchaſed the affcQion of his ſweet and dear 
Fermia, he now ( out of his fervent defire and zcal toſee her made his wife , and himſelf her 
Husband }) makes it both his ambition and eare (according to her order ) to draw her Father 
Moron to conſent thereunto , wherein the more importunate humble, and durtifull he (both by 
-himflfand friends ) is to Moron, the more imperious , averſe, and obftinate is he to Lorenzs, 
as diſdaining any farther to hear ofthis his ſure and motion for his Daughter. But Lorenzo 
'lovesthe Daughter too tenderly and dearly thus to be put off with with the firſt cepulſe and de 
niall of her Father, and ſo (notwitftanding,) he again perſevercth in his ſute towards him, 
with cquall- humility and reſolution : He requeſteth his conſent to their affetions with prayers 
and his Daughter Fermi (having formerly acquainted her Father wich her dear and invio- 
lable love to Lorenzo ) (he now prayes him thereto. with tears : Bui(as gone who had oy 
wedded himſelf co the fingularicy of his own reſolution and pleaſurcYhe again proudly 
eth him with diſdain,and peremptorily rejeftcth her with choller and indignation , and ſo&+ 
cretly vows to himſclf, and publiquely ſwears ro them , that he will firft die, and falute his 
Grav:, before ever he will permic him to marry his Daughter. Which unkind anfwer and 
thundring rcſoluton of his , proves the extreme grief of his Daughter Fermia, and infinite 


- 
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zfiition and ſorrow of her Lover Lorenzo , who hercupon are enforced: to bear up with the 
tim? yea, and to make a vertue of neceſlity , by ſeparating their bodies, but not their hearts and 
ff:ftions. So he returns to Genove, and ſhe lives and remains with her Father in S avon, ha» 
no other comfort left them intheir abſence , but hope , nor no other conſolation , but 
. ſomerimes to vilis cach other with their Letters , which they do. | 

Old Moron now finds his ng Daughter Fermie, far more penfive, reſerved and ſorrowfull 
than hererofore, and r ta ch he grieve to ſee her affeftion intangled with this Ba» 
ker Lorenzo, yet he rejoyceth to ſec, that he comes to Savone, as alſo to underſtand that his 
Daughter hath no way ingaged her ſelf xo him in promiſe of marriage, but with the condicion 
of bis free will and conſent thereto , which as heretofore, ſo now again, he deeply ſwears , he 
will never be drawn or perſwaded to grant, And the ſooner and better eternally and fully xo 
diſb theſe their irregular loves and affeRions, he thinks it fit for him to provide , and requiſite 
to preſent his Daughter wich another Husband: To which end he | her the choyce of two 

' or three proper young men, and of very good familics in Sevone , but ſhe will have none of 
them, for her aff:Qion is ſo deeply fixed, and conftantly ſerled on Lorenzo , that ſay her Father 
what he will, or do he or they what they can, he can hardly draw her to ſee , much leſs to 
ſpeak with any one of them : reat he ca)ls her fooliſhGigglet, and fond Girle, 'and ſwears 

he will wholly renounce her for his Daughter, and abſolutcly dif-inherit her , and leave 
her a begger , if ſhe marry Lorenzo, and then and there flies from her in rage and choller, and 
leaves her to her (elf,rto entertain her diſonſolate & ſad choughts,with aworld of & rears. 

As for the Letters which paſs from Genove to Sevone, and thar are alſo returned $ avo= 
#2 to Genova, between theſe our two Lovers , Lorenzo and Fermia, decming them impertinens 
cothis their Hiſtory, 1 have therefore no excluded, and for order and brevitics ſake 0» 
mitted them : The which entertained their time, and took up their affections and paticnce ſ@ 
long , that three years are now paſt and blown over, fince they firſt ſaw each other, and fince 
Lorenzo firſt motioned Aforon for his conſent to marry bis Daughter, during all which long 
raft of time, which to thoſe our two young Lovers ſeemed at leaft ſo many agesz The Rea» 
der is prayed to underftand and take notice, that Lorenzo hath made five or fix journeys from 
Genove to Savone, to ſce his Fermie, and hath importunatly requeſted her Father Moros for bis 
conſent , and that at leaft many times ſhic likewiſe hath imployed all her Parents and friends to- 
wards him , yca, and hath been more often on her bended kno to him to beg ir, bur all cheſe 
their requeſts and ſolicitations towards him prove vain. 

Whcn Lorenzoat laſt conſidering and remembring , that he had uſed all the lawfull means 
he could poſſibly invent, and Fermis all her beft indeavours and inventions which lay on her 
mortall power to draw her father Moron to their deſires and wiſhes of marriage,and that neither 
they, nor all the world , could prevaile with him he thinks it now high gime (as well for the ſer- 
ling of vis fortunes and trade, as alſo for the confirmation of his hearts content ) to lay cloſe 
fiege to his Fermia, that (notwichſtanding her Fathers rcfuſall ) ſhe would conſent and yeeld 
to marry him, and fo very ſecctly by night to leave him and Severe, and to come live and die 
with himſelfe in Genova, telling her , that although he hadnever a Duckaton ofmarriage mony 
with her from her Father , yet that God had given him cftate and means enough to maintaine 
her and his family, in full and plentifall nt , andthat he would be a thouſand times 
more tender and carefull of her than of his own life Thus with a world of ſweet words and 
ſugred promiſes and perſwafions, this ſweet and fair young maiden (contrary to her former 

ſom, vertuous and obedicnt reſolutions) is at laft, drawn and tempted away by bim,now 
to prove diſobedient co her Father, yea, and to forſake and flic away both from his houſe and 
himſelf. So Lorenzo having to that end ſecretly provided himſelf of a fine ſmall Frigor, of foure 
Oars on cach fide, he therewith comes by night into the key of Savene, (which = policy of 
the Genoucfſes, have dammed up , and made uncapable of ſhips of burthenthat thereby all the 
trade and commerce by Sca, may arrive to their own capitall City where giving notice to Fer- 
mis of his being there, ſhe in the dead time ofthe night, when her Father and his ſevants were 
Faſt a (lzep , and all _ being huſh:d up in filence, ſeemed to conſpire to her raſh and incon- 
liderate eſcap:, ſhe by the Garden door, iflued forth to Lorenzo, who there received her with 
much joy, and many kiffes, and fo conduRts her to the Frigot , where the wind proving very 
fair, they hoyſe up fail, and carly the next morning at Genovaz where Lorenzo condudts her to 
Saint Saviours Church, and there very ſecretly eſpouſeth and marrics her. But , O Fermia, 
how l pity thy youch and beauty , thine innocency and indiſcretion, thy few years , and many 
vertues, thy affe&ion and misfortune, and thine ignorance and credulity , ſo raſhly and diſo- 
bedicncly to flic from Savone to Genova, and to take away thy ſelf from thy Father, purpoſely 
togivethy (elf in marriage to Lorenzo, for which indiſcreet and diſobedient fa of thine » it is 
not unpoſlible for thee to ſee this enſuing poſition verified and confirmed in thy ſelf, That there 
is notbing ſo eafie in young people as to.commut erreurs, nor ſo difficult as to repnir them. 


Cc 3 Whiles 
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Whiles thus our young married couple cclcbrate their nuprialls in Genova with dclight and 
joy , old Myron the Father, grieves and ſtorms thereat in Savoray for the ſudden flight of hig 
Dale: When fearing and believing that Lorexzo had itollen her away , he ſecretly makes 
enquiry thereof at his houſe of Genova, from whence he hath peric& notice, that ſhe is there, 
and marricd to him, whercat he paſſionatly converts his gricf into choller, both againſt her and 
him , and (in regard of this their diſgrace and diſhonour offered himYmoſt conſtantly vowy tg 
himſelf, and to all who are ncer him, that they ſhall never touch nor enjoy the vallew of one 
Dackaton of all his Eſtate and wealth , aslong as he or they live, and that he will not once ſend 
aftcr them, nor ever hercafter ſeethem, which ſharp vow and bitter ſentence againſt our Lorenzy 
and Fermia, we {hall be cnforccd to ſee him too carefully ro keep , and too ſeverely and putty. 
ally to perform. 

Some ten daics after this marriage of Lorenzo and Fermia , when their wedding joyes and 
pleaſurcs had given them ſome truce and time ro conſider of their worldly affairs, becauſe t 
know and repute it folly , to think to be able wholly to live by love, Lorexzs conlidering the 


injury and diſgrace which he had offered his Father in Law Morer in this ation , and there.” 


fore very deſirous yet now again to ſeek his conſent and good will to this their marriage, that 
thereby he may participare and ſhare of ſome part of his wealth, he determincth ſhortly to ride 
overto Savors to him, and with his beſt reſpeRs and duty to comply and Jabour with him for a 
reconciliation 3 and yet nevertheleſs, he thinks it very fit , and holds it moſt expedient, tha 
bis wite in the mean time, ſhould firſt excuſe herſelf to her Father by her Letter, the which ſhe 


doth in theſe terms. 
FERMIA to MOR ON. 


. A Lthough the cauſe and manner of my departure from you & from your houſe make mee more 
A worthy of yourindignation than of your pardongyet when you ſhall pleaſe to remember thar yon arg 
my Father , and my ſelf your only child & Daughter, & that God his holy Church hath of Lorcnzo 
my friend, now made him my H1sband,axd alſo that for the term of three whol years, I with tears aud 
prayers , came many times proſtrate to you on my bended knees to obt aih your conſent thereunjo,then 1 
hope you will at leaſt excuſe, if not wholly forget and pardon this error of mine : Or of theſe reaſons 
be not powerfull enough to intercede with your diſpleaſure, I moſt humbly beſeech you further to confi 
der , that herein I have neither blemifhed nor diſgraced yeur reputation with any point of diſhonour; 
For as I came to my Husbands bed a pure Virgin, ſo I will live and dio with bim a chaſt wife; and 
that as this clandeſtine flight and marriage of mine was the firſt , ſo it ſhall be the laſt at of my diſes 
bedience towards you.. Some ſmall portion of your wealth at our firſt beginning, will do my Husband 
and ſelf a great deal of good in our trade,but this T leaue,as at your conſideration, ſo to your pleaſure; 
Only in all humility and duty( as low as the earth or lower if I could) I defire your bleſſing to me, 
and impbre your prayers to God for me, the which in religion you cannot,and in native I hope you will 
not deny me. My Husband will ſhortly ſecond this Letter of mine to you with his preſence, and will 
then commit that task to his tongue, which I have now obediently impoſed and commanded to my pen; 
my prayers and hopes, and his promiſes and vertues do aſſure me, that(in his reſpelis and ſervice 
you ) :0u ſhall ever find him to be as much your ſervant as your ſon in Law. God ever proſper yout 
age with health, aud bleſs your bealth with proſperity. FERMIA. 

Moron received this Letter in Savona, and underſtanding by the' Mefſznger whobrought it, 
that it came from his Daughter Fermia, from Genova, he was at firſt in ſucha fret and fume of 
choller th:reat, as he once thought to have thrown it into the fire, without vouchſaſeing to 
read it : Bur after he had made three or foure turns in his Parlour, and fo ſomewhat abated the 
violence ot his paſſin and choller , he then procurcs ſo much time from his pleaſure, and 
much paticnce from himſelt, as he breaks up the ſeals thereof, and peruſeth ir, the which 
is ſoon as he had p-rformed , he in preſence of the mefſ:nger who brought ir, tears the Letter 
in pieces, and then (all enraged with choller ).hrows it into the fire,when again turning bim- 
felf to him, he bad him «Il che Gigglet his Daughter, That her carriage had been ſo baſe , diſs 
bedrent, and ingratefull to him, that be diſdained to return her any anſwer to her Letter , and was 
very ſorry that hs had ſo much deſcended from bimſelfyas to have received and read it : When with 
ort oc: enquiring of him how his!Daughter did , yea , without giving the Meſſenger any re- 
ward, or which is leſ*, without making him drink, he haſtily and chollcrickly flings trom him, 


and will no moreſce or ſpcak with him; who rcturning to Genova, and reporting t9 Lorenz | 


and his wif: what cold entertainment his Letter and himſclf had of her Father Moron in Save 
1a; ſh: grieves and ftorms thereat pabliquely, and he privarly , and at their firſt relation and 
knowledge of this her Fathers unkindneſs in anſwering her Letter with ſilence, they Jook cach 
on other with their countenances compoſed, partly of diſcontent,and partly of ſorrow, and for 
her part, (h: cannot retrain tom tears, till at laſt, her Husband Lorenzo ſteps to her, when (48 
much to diſſipate her grict,and to di{ſemble his own)he gives her many ſmiles, and comforts 
her with theſe ſpeccher, That 
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That according to her promiſc (in her Le: ter) to her Father,he wiil the nx: week gu over 
rohbim , and then will bcar himſelt ſo reſpeftively cowards him, that he hopes his preſence 
hall purchaſe his Aﬀ Qion, which her Letter could not , ſo ſhe hereat remaincs better ſatisfied 
than her Huband contented with thisharſh carriage, and unkind refolucion of their father to» 

ards hin. 

4 Now ſome cight daies after, Lorenzo rides over to Sav:na, (handſomely clad, and rather 
above than below his quality ) and putting up his horſe in an Inn, he a lictle before ſupper 
time, goes tO his father in Lew, Morons houſe, where inquiring of his ſervants for him , they 
tell him he is above in his Chamber , when defirous to ſee and ſpeak with him, one of them 
upto him, and informes him thereof ; Whercar Moron ſtarting up, as if he had been ſud- 
denly awaked ont of a dream, heat the firſt mencion and name of Lorexzo, bur eſpecially of 
that of his Son in Law Lorenzo, bolts himſelf faft in his chamber, and then calling up kis 
ſervants to him, he flarly —_— them to deny his being within,'o Lorexzo , and as ſoon as 
he is gone forth, to ſhut the doores againſt him, and at any hand , not to admit him into his 
houſe , for that his pleaſure and reſolution is neither to ſec nor ſpeak with ſhim, Lorenzo bites 
che lip at this baffle of his ſervants, firſt, to ſay their Matter , his Father in law was within,and 
then in one breath to contradict and deny it. When tor that time be holds it diſcretion to de- 
rt, goes to his Hoſtary( or Inne )co Supper, and returns thicher again ſpeedily after, bur finds 
the ſame anſwer. So then fearing the truth, that his Father in law was ( infallibly ) within, 
and yet would not be within, he rcturns to his lodging, and in much choller , berakes himſelf 
to his bed, bur this diſcourtchie of his Father in law will not permit him any found reftybut on- 
ly affords him many broken diſconteneed flumbers. The next morning, very carly, he returns 
thicher again , to ſee and ſpeak with him , but the firſt proved the laſt anſwer ot his ſervants, 
whereat Lorenzo( all nettled with choller and anger)rakes horſe, and rides away for Genzva. 

Allow we him by this time returned to Genova, where he truly and tully relatesto his wife 
Fermiay the diſcourcefic of her father towards him, from point to pointy as we have formerly 
underſtood , which (poor ſweet ſoul Jexceedingly grieves her heart , and infinicly perplex:th 

her mind and thoughts, but how to remedy it , ſhe knows not; for as ſhe knows, ſhe (by her 
. diſobedientflight and marriage againſt her fathers conſent_) hath commirteda great fault ro- 

wards him, ſo now ſhe ſces, that (of neceſſity ) ſhe muſt own and make the beſt of it: When 
he comforting his wife with encouragment, and ſhe reciprocally encouraging him with com- 
fore, they refer the iflue of this their farhern pleaſure or diſpleaſure unto God ; but yet rather 
hoping than defpairing , that a little time will make him more crattable and flexible to their 
defires, they paſs away their time merrily and ſweetly cogether, he proving a courteous and lo- 
ving Husband to her, and ſh: a kind and dutifull wife to him.. He cxceeding provident to ger 
- and thrive by his trade, and ſhe is carcfull in her houſe and family , ro ſave what ke gets , and 
thus in ſix moneths after , "they neither gonor ſend to their father , thinking and hoping , that 
alchough ir be unlikely, yet it is not impoſſible but chat hereafter of his own free accord and 
good diſpofition and nature, he may ſhortly exchange his diſpleaſure into courtefie , and his 
malic: into aff:ftion towards them : bur as yet, they (till finde the contrary , for inall this tirhe, 

he never ſends to them, nor ſo much as once hearkens after them. 

At the end of fix moncths Lorenzo praycs bis wife Fermia to ride over to Savena to fee what 
alteration this long time hath wrought in her fathers affc&ion, and ſo recommends her por- 
tion from him, to her carc and remembrance ; but reſolves not to write 80 him becauſe of hig 
unkindne(s_ to him at his laſt being at Sarona. Fermia (more in obedience to her H.(- 
band, than out of her own willingneſs or defire) accepts of this journey, bur fill ſhe fears thar 
ſhe ſhall find her father to be one and the ſame: man in his diſcontent and diſpleaſure againſt 
them. Burt yet in regard ſhe is his own fl-ſh and blood , his only child, and therefore a great 
partof him(clf,ſh: yer flatters herſclf with chis hopegthar he cannot be fo unnatural to her, as he 
was unkind co her Hagband. She comes to $Suvona, bur look whatentertainment her Hugsband 
Lorenzo found from her father , the ſame in all reſpects and points doth (n*, and no otherwiſe : 
For he will neicher ſpcak with Her , nonor ſee, nor permit her, cither to lic, car, or drink in his 
bouſe, but moſt uncourceouſly and unnaturally cauſcrh his doors to be taſt (h,t againſt her ; yea, 
and to adcruelry to his unkindneſs, he is extream angry with his ſervancs,tor daring to admit 
her to ſpzak with himgand with her Aunt Alcyna(h's own (ifter)tor receiving aud lodging her, 

Our ſweer Fermia the Da ighrer is extreamly perpl-x<d,afflict-d , and grievcd at this her fa- 
thers bitter unkindneſs and cruclry cowards her,the which ſhe ſeals with many fighs, and con- 
firmes with Infinite Rivol-rs of tears which trickle down her beautifull cheeks as fo many pear- 
Id drops of dew on bluſhing and fragranc damack Roſes: When aga n <mploying her atores 
faid Aunt Alcyna,and likewiic intreating fath:r Bernardin de Monteher fathers own ghoſtly fa- 
ther , to perſwade him in hee bchalf, which hey do. But at laft , fecing the requeſts 


of the one bootleſſ: , and the ſpiricuall exhortations of the ether vain and tv no ctf<, 
| th.n 
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then as ſhe came ro Genova to Savona,with ſome hope and joy,ſo {he is again coaftraincd tore. 
turnfrom Savons to Genova, with infinit gricf and deſpiir 3 Where from poynt to  poyne {be 
twixc Anger and Tearcs ) ſhe relates to her Huszband Lorenzo , the unnaturall diſcourtſy 
which her Father had off:red her : Whereat as before, ſo now he againe difſcmbleh 
his diſcontent thereof, and with many ſweet Specches, and ſome few Kiſſer, ſeckeaty 
comfort and pacific her : Bat till the remembrance hereof , Rticks deep in her ming 
and yet far deeper in his theughts, for the knowledge of his Father in Law Aforgy, 
diſcourtefi: firſt offered ro himſelf , and now to his Wife in Savone , being known and 
reported to many of his Neighbours and Fricnds in Genova , they ſcoffe and taunt at hi 
fooliſh Ambition, in Marrying and Stcaling away his Wife, and in all Companies which 
he frequenteth, they give him this quip , that he had done far wiſer to have Marrie 
a poor Trades Mans Daughter in Genova with a ſmall portion , than a rich Vintnenja 
Savona with nothing : Which fooliſh and malicjous ſpeech of theirs , falls not ſo aj, 


| Iy from his 'Mcmory as from their Tongues, bur leaves 'an impreſſion therein, for from 


henceforth Lorenzo of a Wiſe man, proves himſelf a Fool, of an honeft man a Knay, 
and ſo of a good Chriftian to God, an extream bad Husband both to his Wiſe and hin- 
ſelf : For now ſecing the mountaines of his hopes of a Rich Wife turned to molchill, 
and they tonothing through his Fathers diſpleaſure and unkindnefſc to them, he Jookes not o 
his Wife with ſo kind and reſpeRive an eye as heretofore ,' although poor harmlefſe young wo. 
man,ſhe knowes far better to lament & grieve, than how to remedy her Fathers cruelty towardy 
them : But this is but the beginning ot his ingratitude and her unfortunacy , for before a whak 
year be paſt ſince their Marriage, her Husband fo far forgets his love to his Wife, his regard to 
himſclf and his reputation and credit to the world, as he firft begins to flight ber', and then 
neglc& both himſelf and his profeſſion : And here now it is , that idlcnefſe begins firſt to enty 
into his Hands, Vice into his Hcart, and Sin into his Soul ; and here ic ie, that hefirſt falh 
Into bad courſes, and wicked Company, from whence in the cnd (1 fear) will procerd nothing 
but ſhame, repentance, miſcry and confufion of all fides, 

He who formerly prayed often with his Wife and Family in his houſe, and wasa devout and 
religious frequenter of his Church, now hc is ſo dangerouſly fled from God , and ſo deſperats 
ly following of the Devill , as he ſcornes the Church, and will neither pray himſclf at hong 
with his Wife, nor (which ie worſe ) permit or ſuffer her to do it at home with her Family ; 
H: hath forgotten her dear aff:&ion and conſtancy to him, & how ſhe hath incurred her Fathen 
indignation for making him her Husband, and her ſelf his Wife : He hath forgotten his former 
oath-s and promiſes of his tender affcfion and conftar.t love to her, and how that in life and 
death he would live and die more hers than his own ; He hath forgotten how for his ſake , and 
for the feryent love ſhe bore him, that ſhe forſook divers rich y men of Savone , who were 
every way his Superiours in Birth, Wealth, and Profeſſion : Orelſe if he did remember it, he 
would not thus ſlight her by day, or lic from her by nightin lewd and lafcivious Company, 
ſpending both his time, his mcancs, and himſelf, upon Panders, Bawds and Strumpers ; from 
which ungodly life and finfull converſation, neither her prayers, intreaties, requeſts, perſwaly 
ons, fighes or tears can poſſibly reclaim him 3 bur he lets all chings run at randome and confuſion 
without order, care, or conſideration , ſo that within the compaſſe of one whole year anda 
half, his Trade is negle&cd,his Credit crackt,his Reputation loft,his Eftate ſpent, and nothing 
left, cicher tomaintain himſelf, or relieve her, but Grief, Sorrow, Deſpair, and Miſery. She 
ſers all his beſt friends, and moſt vertuous acquaintante to convert him from this his abomk 
nabl: life, yea, ſhe holds it more ſhame than linto acquaint his Confeflor therewith, who 
a fir time, deales roundly with him for his Reformation, and failes not to paint our his fins 
vices, as alſo their d:ſcrved panilhments in their foulct and moſt hideous colours : Bur Rill her 
H.i-band Lorenzo, is ſo ſtroegly linked to the D:vill, and ſo firmly wedded to his beaftly vices 
and enormities, that all the world cannot divert or diſwad: him from them ; and ftill he is o 
far from abandoning and forſaking thems/as he addes new to his old : For the Devill hath now 
eaught him to delight in curfing and ſwearing ; for in his ſpeeches and ations , heuſeth many 
fearfull oathes and deſperate execrations;he begins to revile her, and to give her foul language, 
terming her b-ggar,$ her father Villain, ard chat he is bound to curſe them both, becauſe (ſaith 
he) they have beggered himz when God and his finfull ſoul and conſcience well knowes, that 
tacre is nothing more untrue or falſe : For if his piety roward God, or his care and providence 
of himſclf and his family had cqualliz:'d hers, he had then made himſelf;as now he is miſ, 
and ſh: as joyfull,as now we ſec her diſconſolate and forrowfull, and then no doubr,bur time 
God would have drawn her father Morox to have beſtowed ſome portion on him with his wiſe, 
whereas now the knowledge of his impioi1s life and laſcivious prodigalltiesdoth juſtiy occaft 
on him to the contrary. Again, here befalls janother accident which brings our ſorrow- 
full Fermia, new Gricf , Vexation , and Tcares, for ſhe fces her ſelf gacat , yea , quick Le 
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child by her Husband Lorenzo, ſo as that which ſhe once hop:d would have been the argumenc 
of her joy, now proves the cauſe of her affliftion and ſorrow; for his vices hath ſcarce left her 
wherewich to maintain her (elf; and therefore ix grieves her tothink and conſider, how here- 
after be ſhallbe able to maintain her child, when God in his appointed time ſhall ſend ic her ; 
for he hath ſo conſumed his cſtatc, and ſpent , ſold and pawned all their beft houſhold ftuffe 
and Apparell , that almoſt they have nothing left to give themſelves maintenance, hard]! 
bread : Bur yer ſtill how lewd and irregular ſocver Lorenzo be , his vertaous and forrowfull 
witc Fermia (ervesgod duly and truly, and ſpends a great part of her time in prayer, ſtill be- 
| ſeeching the Lord co give her patienceyJand to forgive her Husband all his foul fins towards him, 
'and crnell ingratitude nad » her (elf: When, in the midſt of this her poverty and miſery, 
once ſhe choughe to have left her Husband in Genove,, and to have caſt her ſelt at her Fathers 
feet in Savone, that he would pardon, receive and entertain her: But then again conſidering 
hisflinty heart and cruclty toward hex, and that he would rather contemn than pity her youth 
and miſcry, but eſpecially calling to mind her duty to her Husband , and ker Oath given him 
in marriage, in the preſcnce of God and his Church, for better,for worſe,for richer,for poorer; 
Then, 1 fay, the confideration and remembrance thereof, is ſo ſtrong a t wy her conſcience, 
and fo ftrit an obligation to her ſoul, thar ſhe thinks his vices and poverty, hath now more necd 
of her alliſtance, prayersand company , thcn of her abſence z ſo as a vertuous wife,and a reli= 
gious Chriſtian, the-will nor contne to forſake and leave him, but reſolves to ftay and live 
with;him, toſcc what the Lord is pleaſed to impoſe on her, and (| for his fins and hers ) what 
afflitions and miſerics he hath ordayncd and decreed for them : And yet being defirous to 
draw hope and comfort any way, becauſciſhe finds gricf and diſpair frory all parts, ſhe reſolves 
toacquaint her father with her calamitics, as alſo (carneftly and humbly * wy pray him to re- 
lieve them, the which ſhe doth in this her ſorrowfull letter co him, which ſhe ſends him fafcly 


to Savors, 
FERMIA to MORON. 
Now find to my grief , and know to my ſhame and Repentance, that my diſobedience in marrying 
urns ag «inſt your conſent and withont your bleſſing, is the reaſon why God hath thus puniſhed 
me with « bad Husbend in bim, whoſe fervent affetiM#to me is ſo ſoon forgotten and frozen, and 
whoſe vertues in Eimſelf are ſo ſuddenly and finfully exchanged into viees , that his prodigalities hath 
ſpent and conſumed all his eftate,and leſt not wherewith either to give himſelf or me maintenance : In 
which regard becauſe my affliions are ſo great , and my miſories ſo infinite, that I rathey deſerve 
your pitty then your diſpleaſure ; Therefore if not for my ſake who am your living Daughter, yet for 
my ISL and remembranceg who is your dead wife, either give my Hutband meaxs to ſet 

bis old trade and forſake his new vices in Genona , or elſe take me home to live with you againin 
Savona ; and if you wiil not in Nature reſpe me as your _ yet in _— entertaine 
me as your H ay maid, and I moſt bumbly and relgiouſh beſeech you to think and confider with your 
felf, to what great wants and neceſſitie I am uow reduced, fith I write you this my Letter rather with 
tears then Ink: God direft your heart to my releif and conſolation, as mine is eternally devoted to 


onr ſervice, and conſecrated to his . 
a F 5 FERMIA, 


He:r Father Moron after a long conſultation and reluRtation with himſelf, whether he ſhould 
read of rejeR chis Letter of his Daughter 3 He at laſt (having formerly underftood of her Huſ- 
bands prodigalicy, and her poverty and miſery ) breaks up the Seals thereofand peruſeth it, 
and ſarcly if there had been any ſpark of humanity or reaſon, or of good nature or pitry in him 
atall, his former knowledge of her miſcrics, and now this preſent afſurance and confirmation 
thereof, ſhould have perſwaded him to grant her , if not the firſt , yet the ſecond of her re« 

Jack» , which was to receive her, and give her maintenance : but he isſtill ſo hard-hearted to 
her as- he will neither relieve her wants , nor pitty her afflitions, but ( more our of hatred then 
afftion to her) thinks he hath done cnough in ſending her not his love 4 but this his ſharp 


Letter in anſwer of hers. 
: | MORON ta FERMIA. 


F thy Husband prove not to thy liking , thou haſt juſt reaſon to thank thy ſelf, and to condemy 
thine own temerity and diſobedience in chooſing him, and if his affe(tion be ſo ſoon forgotten or fro- 
2en ta thee, it is @ juſt puniſhment of God, becauſe thine was ſofirjt to me , whereof as that igthe 
offeT, ſo donbtleſs this 15 the ow and originall cauſe thereof , and as his vices and prodigality 
bath ſpent all bis Ejtate,ſo I bave not ſo little judgement,( though thou ſo ſmall underſtanding) tothink, 

thet mine (hall redeem ity phich (upon the whole ) were then to imitate and ſecond bim in bis ſolly, 
and conſequently to make my ſelf guilty in conſuming it. And becauſe thou fleddeſt with him without 
my 
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ny knowledge from Savona to Genova, and d1djt there marry bum without my conſent, therefore it 
neither thy Griefxor Miſery , or thy ſhame and repentance, which ſhall enduce me either to reſped w 
pitty thee as my Daughrer,or which is leſs , torelieve and emertain thee as my bandmaid : you 
are young enough to work,and labour for your living , as thy mother and my ſelf did for ours, ad 
therefore knw thy youth deſerves no compaſſion from my age,an 1 if this wil not ſatisfie thee,then the be 
advice and counſell which I can or will give th.e is , that thou continually dired thy prayers to God 
for thy relief and conſolation : And herein thou wilt then ſerve thy ſelf, pleaſe me, and glorifie him: 
And as thou regardejt my Commanos , or deſirejt my bleſſing , let me neither ſys thee, or hereafy 
beare any more of thy vain and fooliſh Letters. - MORON, 

\ Thereceit of this her Fathers unkind and crucll Letter to her , doth at one time kill boy 
her hop:s with deſpaire, and her heart with gricf z or if that donot, then the mad tyrangy, 
and new cruclry of her debauched Hasband doth : for now contrary to nature, beyond reaſog 
and oppoſite to Grace, he many times bears her ; ſhe is all in tears hereat , uſcth all 
means to reclaim him from his new vices to his old vertucs : Shee continually perſwades hin 
fairly with cxhortations, ſweetly with ſighs , and deerly with tears, yea poor ſweet young wo- 
man , ſhe many times cafts herſelfar his fect, and with her armes cro her hands clevared 
rowards Hcaven, her hair diſhevelled and dangling about her checks, and her pearled teanthe. 
dewing the Lillics of her mournfull and diſconſolate countenance, begs him to forſake his yi 
ces to himſelf, and his undeſerved unkindneſs and cruelty rowards her :. But all this in vain, 
for he proves deaf to ber requeſts and prayers, and blind to her fighs and tears, He hath nology 
ger mony to buy Corn, and isfo far from ſelling atyy bread to others, as he hath ſcarce cnoug 
to give to bhimiſclif and to his great bellicd wife , and as for his ſervants he is inforced to Put 
them all away : His vanity to himſelf and cruelty to his wife is too too lamentably notorioy 
and remarkablc, for when he wants mouy, he beats her, if ſhee will not preſently ſupply 
wants, and furniſh his expences. Now in the middefſt of all theſe her gricfs and miferies , Ar 
ſends her a fair young Son, of whom the Father is not worthy, no nor of his vertuous_ wif 
who bore it : For had not the care, aff:ftion, and charity of ber Neighbours been far 
than that of her Husband to her, both.the mother had miſcarryed, and the child periſhed inthe 
ſharp throws and agory of her delivery 3, @nd the name of this her little Sov, whom ſhe cauſeth 
to be chriftened in a very poor manner and ceremony, is Themaſo : For ſhee is ſo as ſhe 
hath nothing but rags to cover him with,and therefore with much gricf and "are = 
linen clouts of her Neighbours to keep him clean and fweet : when it is waking, ſhe looks & 
Lifſeth ic often with joy , butwhen it ogg or ſucks , then ſhe grieves that it is ſo unfortw 
nate both is a wicked r,and in a poor diſconſolat mother,who hath more means to-lament 

and pitty , then milk to feed and nouriſh it : She often ſhews her husband his child , andim- 
portunatly begs him henceforth to have a more provident care of himſelf for his childs Cake,and 
of his child forhis own ſake : But he as 'a lewd Husband and too degenerat a Father doth nc 
ther love nor care for cither, but hates both of them, yea his vices and cruelty makes her for- 
row ſo infinite, chas ſhe reputes herſelf a burthen to herſelf, and a thouſand times wiſheth ſhe 
were in Heaven; And one time among the reft after her Husband without cauſe, had given 
her many bitter words and ſome ſharp and cruell blows her child being in its Cradle, he gone 
forth from her in choller, ſhe fals down on her knees to prayer, the which ſo ſoon as ſhe had 
ended, ind her child awaking and crying, ſhe takes it upin her armes, and mournfully fitting 
down on the floor by her bed fide, ſhe (wegping as faſt as her yoo infant Babe ſucked ) Ih 
ving bolted her Chamber door, was over-heard by one of her Neighbours ( ewixt whom and 
her ſelf there was but, a Wainſcot cntercloſe and partition)to pronounce theſe ( or the like) 
ſorrowfull ſpeeches to her ſelf. | 
O poor Fermiz,: it had been an infinite happineſs for thee if thou haddeft never ſeen thy hub 
band Lorenzo, or periſhed and funk in the Sea when thou fleddeft with him from Savoxe toGt 
ove , beforc he was thy Husband, For ſurely thou haſt great cauſe to think , and reafon to 
believe, that this cruclty of his towards ther, is a juſt plague and punifhmene ene thee from 
God, tor diſobeying thy Father, in marrying without his confent and blefling z with whom 
when thou livcdſ fingle, thou hadſt ſo much felicity and joy, as thou kneweft not what belong» 
e&to forrow and miſery, and now living a wife to this thy Husband, thou are enforced to taft 
ſo much gricf and miſery , as thou knoweft no more whart belongs to joy and feliciry. Then 
than diddeſt ſurfeit with the choyce of the coftlieſt meats and viands, and now thou art ready 
ro ſtarve meerly for want of bread : Then thy apparrcll was rich , but now rent and tom: 
Then thy beaury made thee ſought in marriage by divers , and now thy gricfs and ſorrows ha- 
ving defaccd and withered it,thou art contemned and hated of him who marricd thee. Forcan 
thy gricfs be matched, or thy aff:Ctions and ſorrows parallcld, when thou haſt a Huzband who 
neither fears nor ſcrves God, who will n:ither goce to Church or pray himſelfe, or permit or 
py 
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ſuff:r chee to do it; and who is (o tar trom loving thee, as he loves nothing beucr than to hace 
revile and bear thee: For ( aye me) he drowns himſelf and his wits in wine, and keeps 
whores to thy Noſe, ſpends all his cſtate upon them , and upon Bawds, Panders and Decun- 
kards ( the off-ſcum and Caterpillers of the world ) with whom he contumes bis time and 
himſclf, making night day, and day night in theſe his beaſtly revels , and obſcene volupmuoul- 
neſs, and up5n whom he hath ſp:nt ſo much , as he now hath nothing lett cither to ſpend or 
maintain himſelf and thee ; yea, thy miſeries arc ſo great , and thy affliftions and ſorrows ſo 
ſharp and infinit , that thou haſt no parent left to ſuccour or relieve thee , and which is leſs, no 
friend who will aſſiſt or comfort thee, Poor young woman, and diſconſolate forrowfull wife 
that thou art, it were a blefſzd happineſs, and a happy bleſling for thee that thou wert unborn 
or unmarried, Alas, alas, thy mother dyed too foon for tkee, w hen thou wert young, and 
thetefore ſhe cannot, and thy Father lives, ( and is excecding rich) yet hates thee ſo much as 
hewill nor affiſt and relieve thee. And as all thy Kinsfolks retuſe ro lend or ſcnd thee any com» 
fort in theſe thy wants and calamities; ſo thoſe who profeſſed themſelves thy friends in thy prof- 
, will not nowcither ſee thee in thy poverty, or know thee in thy miſery. When again 
and again looking on her pretty babe, ad giving it many tender kifſ:s, then (her rears inter- 
rupting her words, and her fighs again cutting her tears in peeces ) ſh: continueth her ſpeech 
thus : And thou my ſweet babe, what ſhall I ſay to thee, fich almoſt] can do nothing for thee, 
for I havz no food to give my ſelf, how then can give milk to thee? and yer | lovethee fo 
dearly and tenderly, that although thy unkind and ccuell father hate me fo deadly, yer] will 
ſtarve before thou ſhale want, yea, 1 will cheerfully work , and (if occaſion ſerve ) begg my 
ſelf to dzath to ger ſuſtenance and necefiarics for the preſervation of thy life. For live thou 
my ſweet babe as happy as thy poor mother is miſerable and unfortunat : And it Idic before 
thee, (as 1 hop I ſhall not live long) ſay thou hadſt a mother who loved thee a thouſand titnes 
dearer than her own life, and who was rich in care and affc&ion, though poor in Eftate and 
means to maintain thee. And if 1 leave thee nothing behind me, (becauſe 1 have now nothing 
lefe me cicher rogive or leave thee) yet will give thee my bleſſing, and leave thee heir to theſe 
my moſt c:ligious prayers, That God in hisdivineſt fayour and mercy will not pour down 
his wrach and puniſh nents on thee, but thou mayeſt live to be as happy in thy vertues, as [ 
fear thy Father will be miſerable in his vices ; and as truca ſervant and inſtrument of Gods 
glory,a*(with grief and tears ) I ſee he is of his own diſgrace and diſhonour. 

N:ither is our vertuous Fermie deceived in the cloſe of this her paſſionate and preſaging 
fpecch cowards her Husband, for he continues his oditous and ungodly courſe of life Cock to= 
wards God and her, and now (as well in his freſh as his drunken humours) makes it his pra- 
Rice to revile , and his delight and glory to beat her z whonotwithſtanding yet thinking and 
hoping to work ſome good in him, through his fight of this poor infant his Son 3 She often 
ſhews ic to him, and with ſighs amd tears praycs him to leave off this his fin full life cowards 
God, and theſe his crucll courſey and ations towards herſelf. Bur he is ftill the ſame man,yea, 
he is ſo wretchedly d:bauched and vicious, as he will not endure to think of making himſclf 
better,and to ſay the truth, [ bzleeve and think that the D:vill cannot poſſibly make him worlez 
the which his poor ſorrowfull Wife perceiving, as alſo that her child being now by this time 
almoſt two years old, (h: hath not wherewithall in the world co maintain ic meat or cloaths, 
ſhe is enforced to make a vertue of neceflicy , and ſo works exceeding hard with her N-edle, 
thereby to give life to her ſelf, and her pretty young Son ; and yet fay ſh: what ſhe will wich 

, and do (ſh: what ſh: can with tears, her Husband ftill forcibly rakes away the rewo parts 
of the poor profit, and ſmall revenew of her labours , bo:ch from her (elf , and 
her lictle Son Thomeſo, not caring if they ſtarve ordic , ſo he lzave ro maintain his vicious 
expences among his lewd Conſorts and Companions; yea, her miſeries and wants arc now fo 

, and her aff:&Xion to her child ſo dear and tender, that when ſhe hath no means to ſer her 

to work, nor can procure any from others , then (though to her matchleſſe grief and ſhame) 

ſhe defcends ſo far from her ſelf, as ſhimefully and ſecretly in remote ftreets and Churches, ſhe 
begs the almes and charity of ſome well difpoſcd people for their ſubfiſtence and maintenance. 
But at length , when ſhe ſees that her Hasband is informed and acquainted therewith, and 
that he is ſo inhumane in himfeclf, and fo cruell hearted to her and her Son, that he likewiſe 
takes theſe ſmall monies away from her, (which in cff:& is ro take bread our of their mouths, 
and life out of their bodizs )then not knowing what in the world todo, or which way to 
wind or turn her (lf any long:r to maintain her Son, which (by many degrees ) ſhe loves ber» 
ter than her ſelf, (h: re(olves co write ro her Father to take him home to him at Savona , and 
maintain kim , which ſh: doth by this her enſaing Letter, which carricd himithis humble lane 


guage and peticion. 
FERMIA 


——_— 
————— 
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FERMIA to MORON. 


%. 


He increaſe of my Husbands vices are thoſe of my wants and miſeries, which are now grogy [7 
| Fo and infinite, that I have not cloaths nor food left to maintain my ſelf, or my poor litile 
Son Thomaſo, nor ſcarce to give life to us : And confidering that I am your Daughter ( yea Your 
only child)me thinks both in Nature and Chriſtianity , that my Þ ather ſhould not ſee me driventg 
theſe ſharp and bitter extremities, without releeving me, eſpecialy , becauſe as heretofore, ſo nowny 
ſighs begg it of you with bumility for charities ſake, and my tears with ſorrow for Gods ſake, Or if yer 
your beart will not diſſolve into pity , or relext into compaſſion towards me , at leaſt let it toward; wy 
poor and pretty young child, whom now with prayers and tears T beſecch you to take from me aud 
maintain s though not as a great part of me, yet as a little piece of your ſelf, and whom Ged ( inhis 
ſacred power and ſecret providence ) may ( for his honour and glory ) reſerve tobe as much buppine F 
to you, as I your ſorrowfull Daughter , and his poor Mother ſee my ſel; born to affliftion and miſery; 
God will requite this your charity to him, and thereby I ſhall the ſooner forget your unnaturall unking. 
neſs and cruelty towards my ſelf. And ſo may you live in as much proſperity, as T fear I ſhall ſhortly 
die in extream indigence and miſery. 


FERMIA. 


Her Father Merox recciveth and peruſcth this third Letter of his Daughter Fermig, 
whercatbeing yet no thing moved in charity, or touched in compaſſion cowards her , buc 
only towards her young Son ( and his grand child ) Thomaſo, he returns her this ſhore 
anſwcr. 


MORON wo FERMIA. 


See thou art both wilfull and obſtinate in diſobeying my commands with thy Letters , wherein 1 

beleeve thou takeft more glory , than eit her I conceive graef at the relation of thy wants , or ſorrow 
at the repetition of thy miſeries , the which I am ſo far from releeving , as I only pity it that I amihy 
Father, but not as thou art my Daughter. And yet becauſe thy young Son Thomalo is as inw- 
cent as thou art guilty of my diſpleaſure and ind:gnation, therefore give him to this bearer whom I 
have purpoſely ſent to receive bim of thee, and I will ſee whether it be the pleaſure of God that 
I ſhall be as happy in him as I am unfortunate in thy ſelf , and if in his ſacred providence he hath 
ordained and decreed that be prove as great a comfort to thy age, as thou art @ Croſs aud calamity 
to mine , which if it prove ſo, then give God the only praiſe and glory , which is the beſt uſe and re- 
quitall which thou canſt makg , or I defire. | 


MOR ON. 


Orr poor and deſolats Fermi having received and over-read her Fathers Letter, although 
ſhe be wonderful:forcowtull at the perſeverance of his cruelty rowards her ſcltyyer the is infigits 
ly glad and joyball at his es res and kindneſs towards her young Son , whom apparcll- 

t 


ing the very beft chat poſſibly the could (which God knows is ragged, mean, and poor ) ſhe 
(with a thouſand fighs, tears, prayers, bleſſings, and kifſ:s) gives him to her Fathers Mcfſenger, 
to whoſe aff:ftion and education, as alſo to Gods yr protection and preſervation, (he 
religiouſly recommends him 3 when (to her exceeding griefand ſenhible affliftion ) (he ſees it 
out of her poſſible power once to perſwade her Husband Lorenzo cither to Ki{s or to ſee him at 
his departure, a8 if it were nopart of his aff:Qion to blefſe ic, or of his duty to pray 
to God to blefſe it , much leſs ro kiſs it at parting, A moft unkind and unnatural 
partof a Father to his fweer and pretty young Son. Which ſtrange and diſcourtcous 
ingratitude of his, ic is not impoſſible for us to ſee God as. ſtrangely both to requite and 
revenge. 

Sorrowfull Fermia having thus ſent away her little Son Th:maeſo to her Father Moron 
at Savone , ſh: the very ſame night dreams in her poor B:d and hoiiſe in GENOV A, 
that ſhz ſhall never be ſo happy to ſee him again; when being awaked, and remear 
bring this her ſorcowfull and fad dream , ſhe for meer grict biuecly weeps therear, 

and 
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and alchough ſh: would, yer ſh: cannot poſlibly forger or ſupprefſe the remembrance thereof, or - 
ance pul it out of her mind 3 ſo thac thinking her (elf fortunate in placing this her little fon 
oh her Father, and his Grandfather, ſhe is now very penlive and ſorrowfull for his abſence, 
becauſe ſhe can no longer ſee him , play with him , and kiſs him, and is infinitely diſconſolate 
and mournfull when ſhe thinks of her dream of him. In the mean time her lewd Husband grows 
from bad to worſe, fo that her cohabitation is but a bondage with him, and her marriage and 
but an Indenture of {lavery, and a contraQt of miſery under him. Such is her income 
parable grief, ſuch her unparalleld afflictions and calamitics. | 
Five years our diſconſolate Fermie lives in this miſery, and miſcrable poverty with her Huſ- 
band, and yet all the whole world cannot perſwade her Father Morox to take her home to him 
and maintain her. She hath no conſolation left her but prayers, nor remedy but enforced pa- 
tiences ſd ſhe arms her (elf with the laſt , and adorneth her ſelf with the rw 4 She was con- 
tented to beg for the maintenance of her little Son Thomaſo , but now being eaſed of that 
burthen (he will give ic over,ſo ſhe works hard to get her hard and poor living,which yet ſhe can- 
not get ſo faſt as her Husband ſpends it prodigally and laſcivioully. Her care and vertues make 
her the picty, as his Iewdneſfſc and vices make him the ſcorn and contempt of their Neighbours. 
So whilc, ſhe fits at home cloſe at her needle in poor apparell, be idely wanders abroad untill 
he have brought his apparell torags ; and himſelf almoſt tro nakedn:fſes And here it is that 
wretched Husband Lorexzo now ficlt begins to harken co the D:vill, yea, toprove a very Devill 
himſelGtowards this his dear and vertuous Wite ; for he enters into a conſultation with himſelf 
that if he were once rid of his Wife Fermia , he might marry ſome other with a good porti- 
on to maintain hita, and ſo again ſet up his Trade of Biking which now had forſaken him, be- 
cauſe he had vitiouſly and unthriftily torſaken ir. When his faith being as weak with God,as his 
infamous life and vices were odious tothe world, he afſumes a bloody and damnable reſolution 
to murther her, and hereunto the Devill is ſtill ar his clbow to provoke and cgge him onward, 
and continually blowes the coals to this his malice and indignation againſt her : So neither his , 
mind or heart, his conſcience or ſoul can divert him from this fearfull enterprize, & lamencable 
bloody buſineſs : The which to perform & perpetrate, he on a great holiday (which was the pu» 
tification of the bleſſed Virgin Mary ) takes her with him into a Vineyard ſome half a mile from 
the City of Genove under colour to recreat themſelves , and to take the aire, which God 
knows, ſhe poor ſoul , takes for a great , becauſe an unaccultomed favour and conrtehe at his 
hands, where (hz: moſt lovingly and willingly gocs with him , and thereſfeigning himſelf faſt a 
, and ſhe (innocent harmleſs young woman) then and there flept ſoundly, and every way 
being as devoyd of fear, as he was of grace, he with a barberous anddiabolicall cruelty, (ſeeing 
the coaſt clear) ſoftly riſerh up and cuts her throat, without giving her the power, time or hap- 
ineſſ: coutter one word before her death : Where leaving her weltering and goring in her 
» he ſpeedily and politiquely enters Genove by a contrary gate, thereby to avoid all ſuſpi= 
tion of this his bloody and damnable fact. = 
The very ſame night this her breathleſs murthered body is found out by ſome of Genove, who 
accidentally walked that way z and they cauſing it co be brought to the City, it is known by 
ſome of Lorenzo's Neighbours , to be his Wife Fermic, whereat toadd the better clocke to his 
knavery, and ſhadow to his villany , he ſeemes to bz wonderfully ſad , and paſſionately forrow- 
full for the ſame,and ſo requeſteth the Criminall Officers, both in and aboutthe City, to make 
curious reſcarch and enquiery for the murtherers of his Wife , which they dog bur this h 
criticall ſadneſs and falſc ſorrow of his, though ( to the eye of the world ) ir prevaile tor a 
time, yet ( to that of Gods Mercy and Juſtice) in the end, it ſhall little availe him 3 fo he gives 
her a poor and obſcure buriall, every way unworthy the ſweernefie of her beauties, and the cx- 
cellency of her yertues. Her Father Moron hath ſpzedy notice of this —_— death of his 
Daughter, who conſidering how ſh: had caſt away herſelf upon ſobad a d as Lorenzo, 
outwardly he ſeem to b:waile and lament it yer inwardly he much cares not for itz and 
for her little Son Thomeſo, his few years d:ſpznc:thwith his capacity from underſtanding, much 
lefſe from lamenting and mourning for this diſaſterous end of his Mother. 
A moneth necks cruell murther and buriall of this vertuous, yet unfortunate young wo- 
man Fermia, her bloody and execrable' Husband Lorenzo, ( is yet ſodevoid of grace) as he 
to Savona to requeſt his Father in Law Morox, to give him ſome maintenance, in regard 
had no portion from him wich his Wife his Daughter , as alſo to ſee his Son, Thomeſo, But 
Moon by his ſervanrs, ſends him a peremptory refuſall to both theſe his requeſts , and ſo will 
neither ſee him, nor ſuffer him to ſee bis Son , bur abſolutely for ever forbids him his houſe : 
Whereat Lorenzoall in choller leaves Savone , and returns toGenove, where ſelling away his 
wifes Old Clothes to provide him new , he ſeeks many Maidens _” —— in — | 
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but the fame of his bad life , and infamous carriage and deportment with his lace Wife , is 
fr:h and great, that they all diſdain him; ſo that utterly deſpairing ever to raiſe himſelfang 
his fortunes by marriage, hz forſakes and caves Genova, inrolls himſclt a Bandettiy and for man 
years together praftiſerh that rhieviſh profcfſion, to the which we will Icave bim, & ſpeak alicele 
of his young and little Son Thomeſo. 

Old Moron Traines up this his Grand-child, Thomaſo, ver vertuouſly and induſtruouſly, and 
at the age of fourteen years,bidshim chuſcand imbrace any trade he beſt liketh : When Thimaſo 
excceding ly delighting in Limming, Graving , and Imigary, he becomes a Goldſmith, and 
in four or five years after is become a ſingular, expert, and skillfull work-man in his trade : Hig 
Grand-father loves bim dzarly & tenderly, & intends to make him his heir;but Thomaſo (led,as 1 
think, by the immediat hand and providence of God , or out of his own natural inclination ) 
being of a gadding humour to travell abroad, and fee other Cirics and Countries, and having 
2 particular itching deltre to ſee Rome, (which he underftood is one of the very prime and chief 
places of the world for rich and curious Goldſmiths,) Hz finding a trench ſhip of Marſeilly 
(which by contrary winds ftopt in the Road of Savone bound up for CivitaVechia, very ſe. 
cretly packes up his trunk and trinkets, and fo gocs along in that ſhip : Now as ſoon as his 
Grandfather Moron underſtands hereof, he very much grieves at this his raſh and ſudden depar. 
ture ; So Thomaſo arrives at (vita Vechia, goes up to Hoſtia by ſea, and thence on the River 
Tiber to Rome, where he becomes a fingular ingenious Gold(mith, and thrives fowell, (as after 
afew years) he'there keeps ſhop for himſelf; and conſtantly builds up his reſidence. 

In all this long craft and progreſſion of time, which (my true information tells me) js at 
leaft rwenty four years ; his Father Lorenzo continucs a thizviſh Bandetti in the ſtate of Genovs 
and Luca, where he commitrs ſo many lewd robberies, and ſtrange rapin:s, depiz1ations and 
thefts, as thac countrey at Jaft becomes too hot for him, and he too obnoxious for it, (o he 
leaves it, and travelleth into Thoſcany, and to the fair and famous City of Florence , which is the 
| Mctropolis thereof , where with the monies he had gotten by the revenewes of his rob*rics, he 
again ſets up his old trade of a Baker ; in which profeſſion he knew himſct expert and excellent, 

and here he ſctleth himſelf ro live and dwell, takes a fair commodious houſe, and lookes 
out hard for ſome rich old Maiden, or young Widdow to make his new Wife ; But God will 
prevent his thoughts , and fruftrats, bis deſignes and deſires herein : For, as yet his bloody 
thoughts have not made their peace with his ſoul, nor his ſoul with his All-ſecing and righte- 
ous God for the cruel] murthering of his old Wife, Fermia , which as an imp=tuous ſtorm and 

zrce tempeſt , will ſuddenly befall him, when he leaſt dreams or thinks h:reof, yea, by a wan 
ner ſo ſtrange, and an accident ſo miraculous, that former ages have ſcldome, if ever parrelleld, 
or given us a precedent hereof ; and wherein the Power and Providence , the Mercy and Juſtice 
of God reſplends with infinite luſtre and admicacion 3 and therefore in my poor judgement and 
opinion, I deem it moſt worthy of our obſcrvation, as we arc men, and ot ourrerhembranceas 
we arc Chriſtians. 

Charles , now Cardinall of Medicis , going up to Rowe to receive his hat of this preſent Pops, 
Vrban V I. and' Coſmos the great Dake of Florence his Brother (in honour to him and their 
Illuſtruous Blood and Familyz whereof they are now chicf ) reſolving to make his entry and 
aboad in that City. of Rome to be ſtately and magnificent; H: cauſeth his Houſe and Trainein 
all points to be compoſed of double Officers and Servants, to whom he gives rich and ccſtly li- 
verics , and among others our Lorenzo is found out eleted, and pricked down to be one of his 
Bakers for his own trencher in that Journey,where in Keme he flaunts it out moſt gallantly and 
bravely in rich Apparel, and is fill moſt deboiſh-d and prodigall in his expenſes before any o- 
ther of che Cardinalls meniall Servants, withour ever any more thinking or dreaming of the 
murthering of his Wite Fermia, but rather abſolutely belicves, that as he, ſo God had wholy 
buried the remembrince of that bloody fatt of his in perpetuall filence and oblivion; bur the 
Devill will deceive his bopes : For now that lamentable murther of his cries aloud ro H:aven 
and to God for vengeance ; wherein we ſhall behold and ſee, that it isthe Providence and 
Pleaſure of God, many times topuniſh one fin in and by another, yea,and ſometimes one (in for 
another, as reſcrving it in the ſecrer Will and inſcratable Providence, to puniſh Capitall of 
fenders, wherof Mu: therers arc infa[libly the greateſt, both when, where, and how he pleaſerk ; 
for carthly and fiafull cyes, have neither the power to pry into his heavenly decrees , nor our 
mind and capacity to dive into his divine a&ions and refolution, becauſe many times he accel-- 
rateth-or dclayeth their puniſhments, as they ſhall ſtand moſt fitand requiſite for his Juſtice and 
their Crimcs. | 

Whentherefore the Panders and Strumpets, and the new pride and bravery of our Lorenzo 
had caten out all his money andcredit in Rome, and that (to his gricf ) he now ſaw, that by 

no 
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ice and prodegalliry ſtrike ſaile, and fo as he vatnly and forliſhly thinks te diſgrace his 
zrdinalls (crvic: inftzad of honouring it : He once was minded,;and refolv .d to fteale ſome 
oc of the Argentiers or Pay-maſters Trunk : B it then conſulting with bis judgement and 
eetion, and finding that atrempr to be full of danger, ingraticude, and infamy : He burics 
thareeſolucion 28 ſoonas ir was born, and chen gives conception and life co an6ther,which was 
wo f:al ſome picces of Plate our of a young Go!dſmirhs thop there in Rome with whom he was 
arly acquainted, an@ whoſe ſhop and company, he ( with divers others of his fcllowes ) 
oftzn haunted and frequented fince his comming to Rome + The which watching , and ta- 
kis time he doth,and trom him takes ewo faire rich guilt Chalices,%& a curious ſmall 
crucifix ſer wirh a few Saphicrs and Emral 
Dukatoons, This young Goldſmith (whoſe name we ſhall-anon know?) is amaz:d at this 
tloll:, deing guided and dire&ed by the immediate finger of God, 'he knowcs nor 
£0 or accuſe for this robbery but Lorenzo the Cardinall of Florence bis Baker : 
whom he ſaw, and obſerved did very often and too familiarly frequent his ſhop , and far th: 
more doth he fortifi: and increaſe this his ſuſpition of him, becauſe then makitng a curious in- 
and reſcarch of his former life and ationz, he :found both the one and the other in all 
oints ſo vitious and debauched,as we have formerly und:rftood, onely the murther of his wife 
Feria excepted, which as yer non: but God and himſclt knew : Whereupon well knowing 
that he I+y not in his Lord Cardinals Palace, which as all ochers are priviledged as ſanftuarics, 
* hatin a Taylors houſe necr adjoyning: he with an Officer ſcarctied is Chamber and Trunck, 
wherein he found one of 1is Chalices , but not the ocher, or the gold Crucitix, which Lorenz? 
imn:diatly had (old both to paythis debts, anda put ſome) double Piſtols in his pockets for 
is vain and prodigall cxpences ; when hunting after this his thief Lorenzo he preſently finds 
tim, commits him to priſon, and accuſ:th him to the Caprain and Judges of Rowe : Who 
upon knowledge and fight of one of the Chalices found in Lorenzoes Trunk, and alſoupon =» 
confeſſion of having (old away the other , and likewiſe the Crucitix of gold , they condetnn 
tim to b: hanged the very nexc day for the ſame 5 Lorenzo (birterly weeping and fuming at 
this his diſaſter) doth moſt humbly ſuc and p:tition the Lord Cardinall bis maſter to beg his 
life ofthe Pope, who conſidering him to be a baſe Companion, and no Gentleman, and his fa& 
(during this his ſervice) to be very foule and ſcandclaws, He is roo Noble and wiſe to attempe 
or undertake ir, and therefore becomes deaf to his requeſts ; Whercupon Lorenzo is that night re« 
earncd to his priſon , where he hath leiſure though not time cnough to think upon his conſci- 
ence and ſoul, upon the baſcneffe of this his robbery, and the foulnefle and bloodineſs of mure 
thering his wifc Fermia« | 
The n:xt morning he is brought to his deathyat the common place of ex:cution at the Bridge 
foot , in alittle walled Court cloſe ro the Calfle of Saint Angelo, where a world of oodple 
flock from all parts of Rome to ſee the Cardinall of Florence his Baker take his laſt leave of the 
world, b:inz th2night before prepared by a Fryer, in his ſoules journey towards Heaven , as 
ſoon as he aſcend:d the Ladder, he there confefſ=ch this his robbery : And likewiſe that. his 
name was Andrea Lo'enz?, andthat he (about ſome twenty and three years lince) mActhered 
his own wite nam-:d Fermia Moron in a vineyard nzer Genwa : whereot he ſaich he will no 
longer charg: his ſoul : The which th: young Goldſmich (whoſe name was Thomeſo Lorenzo 
over hearing, ) he preſently harft forch into ctar&,*aqd verp paionuccly and forrowtully crics 
ou, thit chis min on th: Ladder is his own Fatheczy/ind th; 4 Moron was his own Mo- 
ther, an1 chcretors hz wich a world of (obs, ſigh | exite: cs, Officers, and then che 
Ex-cntioner *f Jafticeto forb:F, anIleave: X | whit, which according- 
ly they d> ; When atthe deſcent. of his Father; ſo (in preſence of all that 
bug: n'1mber of pcopkt who were preſent. )throw whimſcl » 8nd ſceming to drown 
_ himflf in his tcarta for ſorrow ,confef}:clt hit be his and/Aacknowledgeth Fermiz 
" Mbrontobe his Mothre, and therefore prayestiſmcg fo ive hi his innocent ingratitude 
towards him, in ſccking his dearh'of whom he had rec is own life : And alchough the 
confideration of his Mothers Iamentable murther doch pizrce him to the hicart with grict , yet 
knowing him likewiſ: co b: his Father, and him(ſclf his Son, he freely and willingly offers the 
Ciprain of Rome, and the Jadg:s all his Etate to ſave his Fach-rs life, but rhis his robbery is ſo 
Fo, and that former murther of his ſo inhuman and lamenrabl-, yea fo odious ro God andthe 
World, and ſo cx-crable co Min and Angels, that none will preſume todare to ſpeak (in his 
behalt : $ » the next day Loreazots hangzd , having fiſt freely forgiven his Son Th»maſo, and 
entreared him likewife tn forgive him for myrthering of his Mother 4 and for any other thing 
ec, hc: a hisdeawa laid licele : Bur curſed the name an | _=_ 1y of that mifcrable and cove- 
Dd 2 ; cous- 


'y ble m:ans he could procure or borrow any morethere, being infhnucely anwilling ral 


ds, all mounting co the value of four hundred & ' 
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rt 'wretch his Father in Law Moren , whoſe unkindncſs and cruelty he faid had accafioned 


br him ro all this miſery. Bur heſpaknor a word of his grict or ſorrow. for: having 
murthered his wife Fermia Moron 3 Only he ſaid and believed that this his untimely death 
was a juſt revenge and apnea of God to him for the ſame. 


.© "The ſore of che Spetators and -people of Rome , ſecmed to tax the Cardinal} 
F lirence bis Mater F 


for not ſaving this his Bakers life ; bur the wiſer and more. religious ſort , 
applauded his generoſity and piety for not attcmpting- ic from the Pepe #- Bur all do admire. 
and wondrr at Gods ſacrcd ence and divine Juftice in making the Sen the cauſe and in. 
firument ofhis Fathers h for murthering of his Mother, the which indecd gave cauſe of 

chand matter of a Rome, Genova, Savona , and Florence, yea, to all Italy : Ard 


'ehus was the wicked life and deſerved death of this bloody Villain Lo1er:20, and in this may 


- ner did the Juſtice of the Lord triumph ore his crime in his puniſhment. - And as for his Son 


- Thomaſo (the Goldſmith)aſter this infamous and ſcandalous death of his Father, he could ng 


er content himſelf co live In Rome , but returned to Savena to his Grandfather Morcn,who 
received him with many demonſtrations of Joy, and affetion, and aſtcr his death made him 
folc heir ro all his wealth and Eftatc. . 


To God be all the Glory: 
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RIGHT HONOURABLE 
(And truely Noblz) | 
FRANCIS, LORD RUSSELL, 
Baron of T bornebaugh , and Earl of Ledford. 
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RIGHT HONCURABLE, 


Hen I had the honour te referre, to that Valiant, 
Wiſe, and honeſt Nobleman, Arthur Lord Chiche- 
ſter, Baron of Beltaſt ( whoſe ſublime merits do 
here juſtly deſerve and challenge this Teſtimony from 
my Duty, that be was too good for Earth , and there- 
fore is now ſo''ſoon crowned a Saint in Heaven) I 
then had firſt the happineſſe to know,and to be known 
of your Honour at your Cheſwicke ; In whom (be - 
cauſe I ever hold it a farr leſs crime to ſpeak the truth , then either to :- 
lence or diſſemble it ) Ithen found ſo many prints and SFamps of true bo- 
nour , and Characters of ancient Goodneſs and Nobility , that (with a 
pleaſing content and deleGation ) I was enforced to be again and again en- 
amoured of Vertue and Honour for your ſake , and reciprocally , tolove and 
reſpe&t your Lordſhip for both their ſakes, Since when (ont of your gene- 
roſety, not my expeGation or deſerts) your Honour was pleaſed to conferr 
a favour on me, the whith though you forget, yet the remembrance thereof 
1 will ( with equall Zeal, and Ambition) Strive to make as eternall , as 1 
know my ſelf to be mortall and tranſitory, Tou are a Religious Chriſtian , 
and a true hearted Engliſhman ; and therefore as it is your glory , ſo it is 
our 
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our happineſs, that you are both a conſtant lover of God and his Church, 
and a firm and faithful bonourer of you! Prince and Conntrey , and you 
are now Lord Lieutenant (unter our Gracious Soveraign ) of that famouy 
Comity of Devon ; and fair , and honourable City of Excelter, io which 
I owe my nativity 3 and in both which the Ruſlcls ( Edrls of Bedford) 
your noble Anceſtors have condignly left bekind them many honourable 
Trophees of their Vallor,@+ ſweet and precious perfumes of their Vertue, 

Theſe premiſes being ſo powerfull in truth, and ſo conſiderable and pre. 
walent in reaſon, 1 therefore flatter my ſelf with this hope , that your Hos 
nour will attribute it ratber to Duty, than Preſumption in me, If 1 now 
publickly attempt to profer and ſacrifice up ſomething to the Honour of your 
illuſtrious Name, andto the Dignity of your reſplendent Vertucs : Miſſ 
therefore of that deſired happineſs (by ſome rare or elaborat peece ) ſuffici- 
ently to teſtifie to your Lordſhip and the whol: World , what you are to me 
in the beight of Honour, and what ] am, and deſire to be found of you in 
the lowneſs of Oblervance and Humility , It will therefore be no leſs my 

Felicity, than your Goodneſs , If you vouchſafe to accept and patronize 
this my Fift Book of forraign Tragicall Hiſtories, and alſo pleaſe to 
permit them to travell and ſech, their Fortunes abroad in World , under the 
auſpicious Plannet , and authenticall Paſſeport of your Noble ProteGion, 
wherein you may behold and ſee, how ſoundly , how ſacredly the Taſticeof 
God meets with this crying aud ſcarlet Sin of Murther, which ( in theſe 
our depraved, and ſinfull times ) in contempt of the laws of Heaven and 
Earth , make ſo lamentable and ſo prodigious a progreſſion ; and how 

ſharply and ſeverely it (deſervedly) puniſheth( thoſe Butchers, and Mon- 
fiers of Nature) the perpetrators thertof ; Andif 1 may borrow ( for I de- 
frre not to uſurp) any part of your Lordſhips bours of lieſure to give fiſt 
to the Knowledge, and then to the contemplation of theſe Hiſtories , and the 
ſewerall Accidents which they report and relate, I ſhall then triumph m 
my goed fortune, as having obtained that Honour and Favour , which 1 
ingeniouſly acknowledge, 1 am farr more capable to deſire than deſerve» 

I come now to implore pardon of your Honour for this my Preſurption, 
in inſcribing and adwventuring ſo mean a work to your noble acquaintance, 
And I bawe ended this my Epiſile, as ſoon as began, to aſſure you, That] 
will ever ” religiouſly) pray unts God to accunulate all proſperities and bleſ- 
ſongs on your Honour; as alſoon your moſt Vertuous Countels , and ſuc- 
ceſwvely on your Honourable and Flouriſhing Poſterity , who now promiſe 
- Kt than a happy andfamous perpettity to your thrice Noble Name, and 

amy. | 


Toxr Hononrs in all 
Dwty and ſervice. 


JOHN REYNOLDS. 
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Gods revenge againſt the Crying and Ex? 
ecrable Sinne of Mutther. 


| HISTORY XXI, 


*pabcyflina end Amarantha poy ſox their eldeſt Sifter J 

. ſervants Bernardo and Pierya to ftifle ber Elder Sifter' ina in ber Bed; Bernardo flying 

breaks bis neck with the fall of bis Horſe, Picrya is banged, ſo likewiſe is Amarantha, and - 
body after burnt , Bernardo being burried, his body is again taken up , banged to the Gallows + 
by his feet , then burnt, and his Aſpes thrown into the ayre. | 


» 
x - 


which Amarantha cauſeth bey 


*T He Golden times being paſt , what doth this Iron or fli of! 
© Thornsfor Roſes and Brambles for Lillics, 1 mean bloudy _ Nu Wraay: ard yp 
deeds of Compaſſion aud works of Charity ? Not bur that Chriftianity (as a fair and glori 
il) conmehthe ice of Eep, as che frmament of Heavendodh har of Fans and (by 
the mercy of God ) there are now great variety of learned and Godly Preachers, who ( by the 
xr of theirlivez,and the purity of their Do&rin Ypend the greateſt part both of their time, 
and of chemſclvcsto propagate Vertue, and Picty in us, and conſequently to root out vice and 
"Sin from among ugz Bur it is the vanity ofour the corruptiou of ous depraved Na- 
"Tres, the infirmiey of our Judgments , the weak of our Faith , the: coldneſs.of our Zeal, 
and our negleQt of prayer, which ſomerimes(O'that I mighe not ſay too too often ) cranſ- 
"porterhGur ſe}ves, beyond our ſelves,'and our reſolutions and aftions bezond the bounds of 
. Traſon , yea and violenrlyearryeth us co deſperate and inhumanc attempes »\ which this ncxc 
"deplorable Hift ry wild &apparantly and perfpicvouſly verific unto us, that we ſhall di | 
. read It witholir: fighes, nor underftand it -wichour tears, at leaſt if we have but the ſparks of 
"fo much Charicy'in our kearty gand Picty in our Souls as che unfortunat Authors , and miſc- 
rable Aftours hereof wanted. | | | 
If 


gnti_. 


er. HR _ 


- 


F 


oy « 
ee Crean 


| | wy ® 1 Revenge againſt «M1 urther. Book IV: 


—Tr Twſeany be the beaury and glory of 1144, then Florence (the capical City thereof) muſt 


needs be chac of Tuſcany 3 or elſe ic. could nor to juſtly and generally defei ve char true and ex- 
cellent Epichete of Faire. I: 8a City which hath given oth Life and being to the Illuftriogs 
Family of the Medicis,(or as ſome afficm,they to ir) The worlt Grounds about itare Vineyardy, 
and the beſt are dainty Meadowes, and delicate Gardens, or rather their Gardens are Mea- 
dowes for their ſpaciouſneſſe, and cheir Meadowes are Gardens for their fertility and beaugy, 


" . Iris divided and croffed in two parts by the famous River Arno, and hit River again by two 


Rately Bridges curiouſly imbeliſhed and adorned with many Marble and Alabaſter Statues, 
The &creats hereof are well paved, hroad and long; che Buildings (for the moſt part) rather 
Palaces than gap Houſes, and the Temples for ers: © and beauty, nothing inferi- 
our.co the ,and richeſt of Joann” the two moſt ſumptuous and relleld 

of the Boptiſteris, and Saint Lorenzo, a8 alſo the Dowo, and Companells ( is the Tower) 
thereof, ix a moſt magnificent and ſtately Cathedrall Churob, which not only catcheth 
our eye with wonder but ſarprizerh our thoughts with admiration, as all our Engliſh Noble- 
men and Gentlemen Travellers, (do peradven know far better thanmy ſelf; I fay in this 
rich and faire City of Florence, near che Chucch'ot the Dominicen Friers , in the latter daies of 
the great Dake Ferdinexd , there dwelt an ancient , vertuous , and generous Cayalicr, named 
Seignior Leona "Hoy 05a of a p21 pho 15 to the City —_ _ his An- 
rs lefr him man Demeanes,/ and a very rich Patrimony , j rough his 
_ / Wiſedome, the true Foundation of moſt of the cheifett Houſes, and beft 
Familes of Italy) he managed and i ved ſo well, that within the ſpace of ewen 


nu eeding rich and opalznt : bus neer about this cime, that the ſweetn - of by 


t receive ſome check of birter afflition, to ſhew him chat man is ſub)e + ro God, 


' 1ndrhat herels no perſ®t or permanent flick here on earhis Lady Alpine died wh 


him much ſorrow —_ ne = Gl fo and Conſolation = him, 

hehadby her in marriage, proper young co hit ters, named Tequi 
Baprithns ac Armarentbs , who albeit,he hoped would prove the ayes and comforts of hi 
(as yet) any way conceive or imaglne,che which,to ve and verifiegthey are 
and remember, that theſe two youngel! Darghters Baqpaiſtin,, ail 
_ x4 —_—_ of a reaſonable call ſtature, very ftreightand 

c Daughter 0 a brown co lexion, hort, and crookb 

vervaile the defeBt, CE ——_—_ 
ofher Nature 3 and ſhe her ſelfhath the zkill co pur on freſh tinRure and complexion 
on her face, vices which the purity and ſimplicity of former Ages were not acquainted withy or 


elſepurpoſely diſdained and hated, and V of theſe oar times do ambi- 
ciouſly allow and praQiſ® them. proud and ftately, _—_— chollerick, ' 
Callen, and revengefull, and 4 (tothe eye and judgement of the World) pleaſany 


and courteous. Have we but a tience, and we ſhall ſhortly fee each of theſe three Sift 
ers, appearfin their true colours, and in very different wayes to aQ their ſeyeral PartFupon the 
Stage and Theater ofthis theic Hiſtory. 
Strexi ſeeing himſelf a Widdower, not ſo much favoured of God to have any Son to enjoy 
his Name and Lands, and all histhree Daughters to be now capable of Marriage: ; He (a84 
& loving Father) holds is a great point of affeQion & diſcretion in him now to leaye 
is Mannonr Houle of Cardwrs near Piftois,and to betake himſelf co live and refide in F lorence, 
hop thereby with lefle difficulty, and far more advantage, to look ont :and provide fic Huſ- 
bands for bis Daughtecs , anfwerableto their Rank and Degree z which Diſpoſition and Re- 
-olation of his pleaſed them well , and adminiftred them cauſe of great content and joy , fith 
5t is now grown to a cuſtome, and an habit, that young Ladics and Gentlewomen do inh- 
nitely defire to live in great Towns and Cities, where they may ſee, and Reſin; nd el cially 
jn thoſe of Iraly , more than in any Country of the World, where the whole N ity agd 
- Gentry make all their aboad and relidence, .the which indeed is one of the. main points , aud 
effentiall reaſons, why their Cities are ſo rich, populous and fair. 
\ - Thas.we ſee Streni and his three by this time come to Florence, and dwell 
as I have formerly (aid) -neer the Monaſtery of the Dontnicar Friers , where his 
Wealth , Birth , and Port, cauſe him to be Viſited and Froquented of chebeſt and nobleſ 


fart of that City , and as the.time of his re(dence, ſo the number of his acquaincance 
* acreaſtth , for vertue is capakile co pyrchaſe Friends every where, and his vu wr 
| augh- 


{| 
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3n 


Daughcers beauties like ſo many powerfull Lures and Adamanrs draw many young gallant 
Gentlemen to his Houſe to ſee and ſerve them 3 Where althoueh Bapti/fynea and Amarentha, 
are b:loved and ſought in Marriage of many , yet their Father is reſolute co marry their eldeſt 
vifter Jaquinta firſt, wherefors when any N-blemen or Gent]: m:n come to his Houſe, ſhe is 
tobe ſeen , and courted, but Bapti/tyne and Amaranthe are mcwed and faſt Jocked up-in a 
Chamber. They grieve hereat , bar they can neither alter nor remedy this their Fathers reſo- 
Jucion, for his word muſtbe their Oracle , and his will their Law. Now beforel proceed 
farther in the dilation of this Hiſtory , as I one way commend Streni his reſolution to marry 
his eldeſt Daughter firſt, ſo yet in approving his diſcretion for her preferment , 1 muſt never- 
theleſs cax his want of aff-Qion, in hindring that of kis ewo youngeſt ng For a xfit 
was a courteſie of him to have Taguinta ſeen of Suters , fo it vzas adegtee of diſ-reſpe@, I may 
y, of cruclty in him to confine Baptiſtyna and Amaranthe as Priſoners to their Chambers, 
- 6A divers of them came purpoſcly and honourably to his Houſe , both co ſee and: ſeck them 
in Marriage. Ht 
Bat 3% (armed with her Fathers love and authority ) growes extreamly imperioug 
and ftatcly 3 She triumpheth in conceit to ſee her (elf preferred of her Father before her Sifters. 
She ſees her two Siſters Baptifiyna and Amartnthz arc ſfucd and ſought for in marriage 
divers Cavaliers, and the very con{tderation hereof grievs, and the remembrance affliAs her ; 
bur withall ſhz obſerves that they dare not diſobey , or contradiC cheir Fachers command, to 
aff:& or ſpeak with any , and therefore the very knowledge and remembrance hereof, again 
rejoyceth her, As it is a happirz(s for us to purchaſe friends, ſo ir is a miſery to loſe them. 
Her Siſters love her, but ſh: loves not them, they are as u1worthy of her hatred, as ſhe is of 
their aff:&ion. Nature (inded) hath given hce the prerogative, and priviledge , but y-. he 
ſhould confider , that they are her Siſters,and not her Servants,cand that their bloed is he; 1 
hers theirs, Ic is an argument of indiſcretion and inſolency,tor one Brother or Sifter to ts: ik 
them{lves better then another , Bat many Gentlewomen who are Siſters , eſteem pride a ſe- 
cond bzaucy , or ar lealt an excellent Graceand Ornament to them, and therefore to preferr 
and elevate themſelves , they care not how they diſparage and deje& others. The beaury of 
Beptiſtynz and Amaranth isan cyc-ſore to Jaquinta. The tree of malice never produceth 
good fruit: Ic is ſtill a happy vertac for us to check and vanquiſh our own vices. knows 
that many Gentlemen love them, but ſecs and obſerves with gricf,- that none affe& her. Her 
defire to marry is ſo immod:ftly licentious and boundleſs, as [he conld willingly reſolve to ac- 
cept of any Gentleman tor her Husband, that would be coritent to take her for his wife : bur 
laconcinency proves ſtill a pernicious Counſcllor to young Ladies and Gentlewomen. Nowg 
a Cantharides flye till to the faireſt flowersz fo ſheſees (and indeed infinicly bites the lip, 
and gricves to ſec) that all Lovers and Sutors flye to one of theſe her two Sifters, and wholly 
abandon and forſake her (clt: bur being a woman, ſh: wants not an invention to apply a pre» 
ſent remedy to this her diſcontentand choller. She muſt have her Sifters beautics and brave- 
ties eclipſed, that hers may appear more bright, and reſphend aud ſhine with more luftre and 
glory ; She knows that Chriftall ſeems precious when Diamonds are not in place; to which 
ed, (hz very pallionatly , and yet (ubtilly works upon the att:ftions of her Father » and ob- 
tains of him, that as her years, ſo her Apparrell may <xcell and exceed that of her Sifters the 
which he incon{ileratly grants her z. and this ſhe receives and conceives to be a ſtep to herad- 
rancement , and an obſtacle to theirs. - So if they formerly grieved to ſee themſelves impriſo- 
ned in a Chamber , whiles ſh: to her content and pleaſure rejoyceth both toſee, and to be 
leen of Gentlemen 3 So now their diſcontent thereof grows into choller, and their choller 
iato rage, to ſec this their elder Siſter Irquinte not only to ſtep ſome degrees beyond chem, bus 
likewiſe many beyond her ſelf in her appacell. | 
[t is ever a wiſe and diſcreet vertuz in Parents to diſtribute their favours and aff: ions equal- 
y totheir children, or if they chance to aff:& one better than others, at leaſt that they be ſo 
reſerved and cautious, as to conceal ir ſecretly to themſclves , that the reſt may neither perceive 
nor know it. That Streni ſought to marry Taquinta before Bapti/tyna and Amarinthe Gas I for= 
merly have (aid) bedid well, but yet to make them loſe when they might find and gain a for- 
tune , was withall ro be indiſcreet, if not unnaturall. Mens fanciesand afk:Ctions in marri 
are many times counſelled and led by the eye, as the cyc is by the Heart. Some will priſe and af- 
k& beauty withont vertue, others vertue without beauty 3 but where both meet and concurr 
it doth not only pleaſe, bur delight, and ſo joyntly ſympathize co make each other excellent. 
Many of the beſt and noblefſt Cavaliers of Florence love 'Baptiftzne and Amarantha , but nog 
laquinta; orif they ſcem to court Taquinta it is but with arecſerved hope and intent to en- 
Joy the fight and company of Baeptiſtyne and Amaranthe , but as jealonhe and _ have 
Waycs 
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always four cyes inftcad of two; fo it isat leaft a torment, if not many deaths, to Laguints, 
to ſee her two Sifters to live and be beloved of all Suters, and her ſelf of none 3; the which 
to prevent , and ſoto ſtop the progreſs of their Triumphs, and conſequently of her own dif. 
content and affli&ion , ſhe (not defirqus to have two ſuch Starrs of beauty to appear and ſhine 
together in the Firmament of her Fathers Houſe in Florence) doth ſo ſecretly undermine , and 
ſo cunningly prevail with him , as her two Siftere(when they Ieaſt dream or think thereof) are 
by bis and command ſuddenly ſentaway by Coach to his Country Houſe of Cardurg, 
neer Piftoia( whereof we have already made mention ) notwithſtanding all heir we row. 
and tcars tothe contrary, and there by his appointment to be privatly and diſconſolately ſhy 
up, for any acceſs or converſation of any man whatſoever, and under the charge and cy 
of anold ill-favourcd Bcldame (ſometimes their School-Miftris ) named Dona Malevols. 
Beptifiyne and Amarantha, being enforced to baniſhment from Florence to Cardura, believed 
that it proceeded as well by the pride and malice of their Siſter Taquinta , as by the ſeverity 
of their Fatherz They know not from what Saint to implore aid or afliftance , or from what 
int their Art , or [nycntion tocxpett for hope or redrels hereof ; but at length (being con. 
Frained to make a Vertue of Neceflity they brock this their diſgrace , with as much patience 
as they may , no way doubting (much leſs — but that a lictle time will work a grea; 
altcration in their Eſtares and F ortunesz Bur ſecing a moneth paſt over, and their keeper Mg. 
lewola, ftill more and more bent to reftrain them of their liberty , without ſuff:ring them to ſee 
__ with any Scranger , or any ftranger with them, they at laſt recolle&, and pluck up 
ſpirits to themſelves, and ſo reſolve to write afair Letter to their Father , and a p-rem 
tory one to their Sifter Jaqzinta , to procure their return to Florence , which they do , and 
ſend it by one Berxardo atrufty Servant of theirs; That to their Father ſpake thus, 


BABTISTYNA, 


BABTISTINA and AMARANTHA to STRENT 


T is with mach aftoniſhment and grief to us, that you have ſo ſuddainly baniſhed us from your 
| br rom , and from Florence, to live here rather as Priſoners thau your Daughters , in your 
Eountry houſe of Cardura 3 And having the honour to be ſo great a part of your ſelf, we ds unt a 
little wonder , what our Errors or Crimes ſhould be, that we muſt be inforced to be deprived 
of that felicity, and ſuffer this miſery. If we have been ſought unto by any Noblewen or Gentle» 
men, it hath been in the way of marriage, and therefore in that of bonour , and = we have ſtill 
ftritly tyed our fancies to our Duties , aud our affeions to our obedience towards you , that in t 
leaſt degree we have not ſwerv'd from your conſent , but have done, and d) ſtill inviolably make your 
Pleaſure therein our reſolution , and your will and commands our Law. But we are confident that 
although you are the cauſe , yet our Siſter Jaquinta is the ſole Author of this our ſorrowfull and im- 
merited ſequeftration 3 Who (' 70000754 Ba regard that her beauty comes ſhort of ours , that 
her malice therefore muſt not only exceed the bounds of Reaſon, but of Nature. And although ſhe allege 
her privilege and Prerogative of years againſt us , yet _ our bloud is as good as bers , and our 
hearts and education no worſe, therefore we humbly beſeech you to be ſo favourable, and kind tow 
that in regard ber Malice and Pride hath made her our accuſer, and which is worſe our enemy , that 
you will not make ber our Fudge, but that we may ſpeedily reobtain the happineſs to return and live 
with you in Floxence, without which we ſhall aſſuredly either live here in diſpair', or ſhortly dye in 
Diſcontent and Miſery|: Which requeſt of ours is ſo juſt and equall, as you cannot deny it to us, tis 
ther in affeion or nature , much leſs in reaſon or pitty. God ever bleſs you with happineſs , and 
make us happy in your bleſſing, 


BABTISTYNA 
AMARANTHA 


Their Letter to their Sifter Taquinta depainted theſe paſſions. 


BABTISTYNA and AMARANTHA t JAQVINTA. 
T Aving curiouſly exemined our 7 and atlions , we cannot find the leaft ſhadow of cauſe, 


b leſs of R thou ſhouldſt ſo ſharply exaſperat our Father againſt us , ſo ſuddenly to 
beniſhe CE ns F 


irer than 
thy 


thinkit is for that we are 


Lad os 
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ty ſelf, bt 1hat thou art more malicious then ws, which bath occaſioned thee, and thou precipitated 
bins 10 this ſÞarp reſolution againſt 9, If thou art deſirous of a Hmband, let it content thee, that 
4s yet we 0 way intend or deſire to become Wives to any, and therefore if thou wilt not believe us, at 
hoſt believe this truth from 1, that thou baſt far more reaſon to doubt thine own baſte, than any Way 
w ſuſpect or fear ours therein, for whiles 1bou prayeſt for a Huchand, we will firſt make it our 
Prajers #0 God , 1.2t ws may he capable and bappy to deſerve good ones. We adviſe thee therefore in 
Lovt, and counſel thee in AﬀeGiion and Charity, to conſider ſerionſly with thy ſelf , that we are thy 
Siſers, not thy Servants, much leſy thine Enemiet; andin that regard that we are as unworthy of thy 
malice, #& unwilling and uncapable to digeſt it, becauſe the priority of thy years can ws way juſth in- 
woduce an inequality ix «xr blood; and if thou wilt net inforce us to degenerate from our ſelvis, and 
emſequently from the nature and offedion of Siſters, thou ſbalt do us great right, andto thy ſelf more 
reaſons to cauſe oar F ather to recall 8 bome to bim , with as much celerity and favour, as he ſent us 
aw4y from bim with diſcourteſie and indignation. 


BAPTISTYNA. 
AMARANTHA 


The Lackey Bernard» arriving at Florence, and having delivered theſe two Letters to Strent 
and 1:quinta, they breaking up the ſeals thereof, peruled and read over their Contents ; when 
he ſmiling to ſee th:e indiſc etion of theſe his two daughters, attributed this their diſobedi» 
ence rowards him, and their diſcontent towards their liiter Iaquints, rather to ignorance and 
ſimplicity, than to malice, and yet he could not but wonder ar chis their bold and peremptory 
\ Letter ſent him 3 But for Taquinta, ſhe was fo galled and netled with her ewo ifters infolenc 
carriage and Letter towards her, that it exceedingly troubled and perplexed her, but eſpecially, 
and far the more , for that ſhe teared that their Letter to her Father might cauſe him co grant 
heir return to Florence, the which to her poſſible power ſhe would no way willingly permit 
or ſuffer, as deſirous to rule and govern her Facher alone , and fo to raign fole Lady over his 
humonrs and houſe, wichout rivals and competicors: to which end fhe goes to him, and in 
the ſofteſt and ſweeteſt terms which either her Art, or malice could invent, ſhe extreamly in- 
cenſeth him againſt her Siſters, alledging to him that their ſtay in Cardws was neceſſary , and 
their diſobedient motion for their return to Florence too infolent and inſupportable, and thas 
ſhe hoped with contidenoe, that he would not permit their malice ſo unjuſtly to fall and refleR 
on her, becauſe ſhe was as innocent as they guilty thereof, and that for 2ny thought and de- 
fire of a husband ſhe vowed (he had none, but that his will and pleaſure ſhould in all things be 
hers, as reſolving both to live under his commands, and to die in his favour and ſervice : 
Which fagred and treacherous ſpeeches of hers ſo prevailed and vanquiſhed the credulity of 
her old Fa her, yea and ſo powerfully wrought and trenched upon his affeftion, that being all 
in choller againſt ons and Amaranths, he reſolves with himſelf to return them a ſharp 
anſyer, and commands Tequinte to do the like , the which they both write and ſend back to 
them by Berzardo , who returning to Cardura , he delivereth his two young Ladies and Mi- 
firefles theſe two Letters, and they ſpeedily and privately retyring themſelves to a cloſe ſhad- 
dowed arbour in the Garden, they there with much earneſt defire and impatiency, firſt break 
up that of their Father, wherein contrary to their hopes, but not not to their fears, they finde 
this language. 


STRENI to BAPTISTYNA and AMARANTHA 


i it be not purpoſely to croſs your own good fortunes, you would not ſo raſbly and peremptorily bave 
attempted t9 croſs my good intentions and offe tion toward: you, in ſending you ts Cardura, but 
world have brooked it with as much patience as 1 ſee you do with diſcontent, and before this ati of your 
diſobedience, now revealed me in your Letter, 1 beld you for my Daughters, not for mine enamies, aud 
mine benſe of Cardura to be rather a palace than @ priſen for you : ſo if you know bow ill thoſe errorg 
of yours become you, you would rather redeem them with repentance and teari, than remember then 
either with the leaff thought of delight, or conceit, or ſenſe of joy. Nay think with your ſelves what 
modeity it was, what wiſdom it is, for your green youth 10 preſieme ( or to dare to preſume) to teach 
my gray age bow, or when, to chooſe you buchands, when God knows that neitber your years, nor your 
diſcretion, do as yet make you capable tothink of hurhands ; and if yeu have any Judgement remains 
ing in you, then judge with your ſelves how falſe and incongruowm your reaſons are, when in words you 
pretend to obey my commands, and yet in effetis you wilfully oppoſe and contradif them. And having 
uſed me with ſo ſmall reſpett, ſee again with how much untruath and envy you abuſe your ſiſter Jaquinta, 
who to my knowledge # & innocent of thoſe falſe __—_ of pride and malice t:wards you, as your ſelves 
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are guilty of them towards ber, fub (be loves notbing more, and you affett nothing leſs than bumiliy 
and charity, their contraries ; for believe me, I finds ber to be your 19a friend, and y:ur ſelves to þy 
the greateſt and only enemies to your ſelves ; for otherwiſe you cannot live in the ſmabeſt degree of ty. 
ſpair, diſcontent, or miſery, becauſe fuch is my care of your education and maintenance , that no y 
Ladies of Tuſcany, and few of Italy, of your rank and quality, are brought up in more bravery, de. 
light, and boner, the which my indulgency and offeciion ſbaÞ fiill cominne 20 you, if your diſobedience 
and folly henceforth give me no fariber motive to the centrary : andiherefore as you tender my bleſſing, 
I charge yow to make it your delight and practice to think of God, not of bub andy ; of your love to yuy 
ſiſter Jaquinta, not of ber hatred to you; andof your Prayer-books, your Litter, awd your Needles,and 
not of ſuch vain conetits, and paſſions, wherewith you have ſinfſed and farced up your Letter to mn; 
the wbich, together with the Copy of this of mine to you, I now incloſe and return to your Governe 
Malevola, that ſhe bereafter may be more carefull of your conduction and carriage, and that you give 
more bowrs to diſcretion and bonexr, axd leſt to idleneſs and vanity, to the end that fbe ſeeing ber fault 
in yours, ſbe may thereby the better futxrely know bow to teach, and you bow to learn to reform them. And 
fo I beftech God mho bath made you my Daughters, to bleſs, and make you bis faitbfull ſervant:. 


STRENI. 


They having thus peruſed their Fathers Letter, and ſeen his ſpleen and paſſions towards 
them, thty cannot ſo much accuſe him of choller, as they believe they have reaſon to con- 
demn their fifter T:quinta of cruelty towards them ; wheretore wich more ſpeed than affcRion, 
and wich more hafte then charity, they likewiſe break up the ſeals of her Lertcr, wherein ſhe 
greets them thus. 


JAQUINTA to BABTISTYNAandAMARANTHA. 


[| Am ſo far from incenſing, or precipitating our F atber againſt you, as I vow to God, ando you, tha 
bis ſending of you from Florence to Cardura, was 108 only without my conſent, but without 
knowledge ; aud for calling in queſtion either the tbrught of your beanties, or of my busband;, you 
equally wrong me, and the truth therein ; for it # that moſt whereof I trouble my beart and mind keft: 
and tberefore my bafte to marry comes infinitely (port of your jealcufie and fear ; and except it be ont of 
your pride and malice, of Sifters to become mine enemies herein, 1 know no cauſe in Nature, and leſi 
reaſon in Grace, zby thoſe faiſe ſuggeſtions of yours ſbenld fall within the compaſs of your conceit,, « 
thoſe untrue ſcandals within the power of your beart and pen, and it is a vain # ridieulons either 
for your love or counſel ever to think to maks me belicue or conceive the contrary. As for the priority of 
my years, it ſhall never make me eſteem worſe of you than of my ſelf ; for my conſcience to God, end 
my actions to the world ſball ftill makg it apparent, that alibougb you contemn my friendſbip, I will 
yet corroborate and cheriſh yours, and that there ſpall want ne good will or zeal in me, that ( aCurd+ 
ing t0 your deſires and expectation) eur F ather do not ſpeedily recall you from Cardura to FForence, 
mbere your preſcrce ſball ſtill be my bappineſi, aud your company my content and felicity : And except 
your deportments and carriage towards me give me not benceforth Juſt cauſ: to divert me from this ſiſterly 
#ffection and reſolution, I am conſtantly reſolved bath to live and die in the ſame. 
JAQUINTA. 


Beptifizna and Amarantha having thus read and conſidered theſe two ſeverall Letters of their 
Father and Siſter [aquinta, they are infinitely incenſed and chollerick to fee his diſcourtefie, 
and her dilſimulation and cruclty towards them, in that they muſt be enforced to live a ſolitary 
countrey lite in Gardxra,whiles the triumphs in pride, and flaunts it out in bravery in Florence; 
and as they much repine and murmare at his diſ-aff<Qion, ſo they infinitely diſdain and com- 
plain of her imperious courſes and carriage towards them, adding no belief to her Letter, but 
judging ittobe hypocritical. They pity the weakneſs of their Fathers judgement, in ſuffer- 
ing himſelf co be fo violently tranſported and carried away by the ſubtile policy and ſecret 
malice of their ſiſter towards them ; wherein alchough their duty and obedience do ſome way 
excuſe his age, yet their blood and beauty can no way poſlibly diſpence wich the pride and 
malice of her youth, which they hourly ſee confirmed and made apparent in the unaccuſtom» 
ed ftriit and hard uſage of their Govergeſs Adalevels towards them, which with her beſt en- 
devours and ambition ſought as well to captivate their minds «s their perſons, by making her 
ſelf to be as much their Gaoler as their Governeſs; but they vow to requite her unkindnels, 
and to revenge their Siſter Faquints's cruelty towards them : They ſee her deformity in their 
beauty , her malice in their love, and her pride in their humility 3 fo they alter the _ 
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ot their natural afteftion, and now decline, inſtead ot increafing, in fifterly- love and charity 
towards this their filter. To go retrograde in vertue, is to go forwards in vice; for as it is the 
wack, fo it is the duty of Chriſtians to render good for evil , bur notevil for good : yea, all 
ary Examples and Axioms are ill caught, and worſe praQtiſed,and ic is to be feared » that 
end thereof will produce at leaſt ſorrow, it not miſery and deſftruRion. 
© But Boptiſhna and Amaranths are too young and wilfull co make good uſe of their lifter 
Jaquima's bad atteQion. and malicious carriage towards them ; for elſe, had they had as 
much wit as beauty, or as much afteR&ion as malice, they would then flie that which they fol- 
low, and deceft this bloody deſign and refolution of rheirs, wbich they now intend to em- 
brace and putin pratice. They are weary of their SiRers hard uſage of them, they cannos 
digeſt her imperiouſaeſs and pride, and (in all outward ſemblanceand appearance) if they 
from Marriage till ſhe be married, they may all die Maids, and as our Engliſh adage goes, 
Fig 4p is Hell for company. They refer their beauty before hers, as much as ſhe doth her 
ape before theirs, and deeming it impoſſible for them to have Husbandg ere ſhe be a wife, they 
thereupon abandon all reaſon and religion, and fo at one time begin both to deſire and to 
plot her death 3 and of theſe two wretched lifters Bapriſtyne is the moſt forwards in chis their 
intended deplorable bulineſs ; for ſhe is fo weak wich God, and Satan ſo ftrong wich her, that 
he ſays oiten co her felf, ſhe can reap no content in this world, before her filter Foquinta ſee 
another. Ic were better for us not to foreſee a fin, than ſeeing it, not to prevent , bur perpe- 
teate ir. To which end, ſhe purpoſely lets fall ſome words to her fifter Am wrenths tending and 
bending that way 3 but Amzarambs is too courteous to bel + cruel, and too religious, to be ſo 
outragic us and di:bolical to any, eſpecially ro her fitter : had ſhe lived in the piery, and per- 
ſevered in the integrity of chis opinion and conſcience, peradventure, her days had ſeen bets 
ter fortunes, and her end bcen freed from fo much miſcry, It is not enough for us to be vertu- 
ous and godly, except we religiouſly and taithiully continne therein; for conſtancy in all good 
and pious ations, makes men and women excellent, and of being wholly mortal, to become 
(in a manner) partly divine ; But (to report Truth in her naked colours) Amarantbs is too 
weak to reſiſt her ſitter Baptiſtyna's tirong cemprarions and perſwafions. Itis an excellentver- 
tweand happineſs in us, to have our ears ſtill open to good counſe], and ſhut to that which is 
evil and pernitious 3 but Amarantba hoping and deſiring to gain a good Husband, makes bet 
in a ſmall time conſent to the lols of a bad titer ; and now (he is therefore fully reſolved to 
joyn wich Bopriſtyna tro make Joquints away. Good God, what cruelty, rage and barbariſm 
is ic, for two Sitters to reſo]ve to murther their third ! Bur chis is not all 3 for we thall ſce more 
blood ſpilc upon the Theatre of this Hiſtory, before we ſee the Caraftrophe thereof. Theſe 
two unnatural young Gentlewomen, having thus ſwapt a bargain with the Devil , to dil 
h cheir Siſter Joquints, they now conſult on the manner thereof, whether or no, 
they ſhould performir wich ponyard or poyſon; but at laft they agree upon poyſon,, but 
dilagree which of then! {hall adminiſter it to her, and if there wege any ſpack of grace re- 
maining in either of theſe two bloody minded Sitters, it was in Amaranth; for ſhe cannot 
finde in her heart or conſcience to do it, and yer ſhe is ſo graceleſs and impious, as he freely 
gives way to the performance of this bloody FaQ; fo in the end, they fall upon this ungodly 
reſolution, that lots muſt decide it , thus the devil holds, and they as his internal FaRors and 
Agents, draw chem, and it falls to Boptiſtynsto doit. But hereere they proceed farther in the 
rels of this lamencable buſineſs, and how to ex*cute ir 3they are now afſaild with a doubt 
and difficulty of no mean importance; for as they hold ic requiſite for them to perform this 
murther in Florence, ſo they know not how to eſcape from their warchfull Governeſs Male- 
vila from Cardura : but they are women, and therefore they will be induſtrious in their ma- 
lice ; they are Ladies, and therefore they will be ſwift and ſubcile in their revenge ; for having 
gold (though not their liberty at their commend) they reſolve that the firſt (hall ſpeedily pro- 
cure the ſecond : To which end, they, by their ſervant Bernards, ſectetly hire a Coach for foug 
Duckatoons, the nexe nighe to carry them away very cloſely and privately from Cardura to 
Flrence, and with ſo many more to corrupt the Gardiner to give him the Key of the Garden 
Poſtern gate 3 both which (with much care, fidelity, and filence) he effeQeth, being him- 
ſelf only by them appointed to attend, and commanded to accompany them in this cheit 
ou * 
Theſe two revengefull Siſters having thus given order for their eſ#ape, and ſecretly packed 
up ſuch things as they held neceſſary to carry with them, afſoon as their Governeſs Makvols 
was in bed and faſt aſleep, who was as innocent as they were guilty of this their clandeſtine 
ture, in comes Bernardo about midnight to their Chamber door, to which giving y 
ſoft knock, they preſently deſcend the ſtairs with = to the Garden, and from eg 
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wherein ſeating themſelves, they leave Cardura, and ſo with great ſpeed drive a 
_ , where EE ive at their "+5 Gm houſe, betwixr nine or ten of the clock the ? » 
morning, he much wondering, and their Sifter Zaquinta extreamly p_—_ and prieved & 
this their ſadden-and unexpeRted arrival, they calt themfelves a their Fathers feer, and crayw 
his bleſſing and excuſe,but he receives them with more anger than joy, & ſo gives them frown 
and checks inſtead of kiſſes : he hears their reaſons of their unlooked for departure from Co. 
dura, which he reje&sborh wich contempt and choller, ſharply reproves their difo 
and voweth ſpeedily to return them ; they anſwer him, that his preſence is the ſole felicicy and 
glory of their life, and that they bad rather die with him in Florence, than live withour him 
in Cardura. As for their Siſter Jaquints, fhe diflembles her love to them, as they do,their ma. 
lice towards her ; for whiles ſhe ſecretly witheth them out of Florence, ſo (in counterchange 
do they as filently wiſh and defire her in heaven: but after a day or two was paſt over,chen 
hypocriſie and dilſimulation was ſuck each to other , as (co the eye of the world) ir ſeemed 
they could not be better friends,nor dearer or kinder faſters,then now they were ; fo artifici 
could all of chem overveil their malice,and ſo cunningly could they conceal their different in- 
centions, thereby the better to their countenances and ſpeecher. But when I 
again perceives that the gallants of Florence do afreſh repair and flocli to her fathers houſe, par- 

ſely to negleR her, and to admire and adore the excellent beauties of theſe her two y 
Fiers, then her old jealcuſie revives, and inflames her new malice towards them ; ſo as withall 
her power and art, ſhe again ſecretly tampers with her Father, either co return them again to 
Cardxrs, or to contraRt and efpouſethem to a Nunnery, that ſhe might thereby triumph alone 
at her pleaſure, and being then ſole Heir to all his Lands and Eitate, mighe Wed her ſelt to the 
greater fortune,and nobler husband ,and ſhe wanced neither fighs nor tears codraw him to this 
her earneſt deſire and reſolution. | 

This is not ſo ſeeretly born betwixt their Father & Siſter Toquinte, but Baptifiyna, and Ame 
rantbs have preſent and pregnantnotice hereof, the which ſtrongly and fully co prevenc, they 
now (encouragedand animated by the devil ) reſolve to reduce,and draw their bloody contem- 

lation into aRtion,& ſo (with more hafte than goed ſpeed) to diſpatch their ſiſter for heaven, 
hen they loved Florence, diſdained Cardura, and above all(from their hearts & ſouls ) inf- 
nitely detefted to ſpend and end their days in a Nunnery ; when neither having the fear of God 
in their hearts, ner his Juſtice or Judgements before their eyes, « ſmerantha buys the poyſon, 
and Baptiftyns adminitftreth it to their filter 1aquints, in a Lemmon poſſer, which thry obſerved 
{be often uſed to drink in the Summer time, to that ſome ten days after ſhe died hereof,” when 
none but God, beſides them, was witneſs of this their unnatural and bloody buſineſs : So they 
rejoyce as much as their Father grieves and {orrows herear, and cow they are alone, and domi- 
neer at their pleaſures in theic Fathers houſe at Florence, without Rivals or Competitors: bat 
Gecd is as jult as they are ſinful, and therefore they ſhall reap but poor and miſerable fruics of 


* this theic bloody vitory. For within leſs than fix weeks after the deplorable death of Iaquints, 


a ſudden uiſhing fickneſs oretakes and ſurpriſeth Bapriſtzus, ſo as the white tinQure of her 
face looks yellow, and the freſh Roſes and Lillies of her beauty did exceedingly fade, & wither 
of the Jaundies : A ſickneſs. which I chink God ſent her purpoſely to puniſh her for that ex 
crable crime of hers in poyſoning her Siſter. But the beauty of Boptifty12 cannot be ſo much 
eclipſed or deformed, as that of Arzearentb: daily grows more delicioully ſweet, and ſweetly 
delicious and amiable; fo as all thoſe Nobles and Gallants of Florenve and Tuſeany, who come 
to ſeek Streni his Daughters in Marriage, do infinitely prefer Ameranths before Bpriſiyne, and 
paſſionatly defire the firft, as much as they now {leight and negle& the ſecond : Bopriſtyns is 
not ignorant hereof, but jſees it wich grief, obſerves it with ſorrow, and remembers it with 
choller and indignation; and yet ſbe ſeeks and ſtrives to conceal ic from her Father, and to dif- 
ſcmble it to her Siſter Amarenths. She in this wane of her beauty and joy begins now to parti- 
cipate of her dead ſiſter Iaguinto's living humors and conditions ; ſhe is now become the eldeft 
ſifer,and therefore will not permit or ſuffer her younger to be her matc,or equa),much lefs her 
ſuperior ; and although her lickneſs hath deprived her of a great part of her beanty, yer it hath 
no way ogpiſhed, but rather increaſed and augmented her defire ro Marry,ſhe envies the fight 
and fame of her fiſter Amerenibs's beauty,as much as ſhe lamenteth the decays, and pittlerh the 


ruins of her own ; and both grieves and ſcorns to ſee ſo many Gallants court and ſeek her 
in Marriage, and none her ſelf : Now as pride and malice (for the moſt part) are inſe- 
parable Companions , ſo her diſcontent hereat made her ſo devillifhly malicious, as ſhe 
oy vows to her bY that ——__ _— _ or to make — 
as well a Companion of Tquints's Fortune, as 0 God then preſenting 

firſt Murther eo her eyes and remembrance , the Devil was not then enough prevalent or 


power _ 
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wertul with tizr to draw h-r to cunc ive or commit a trecond. Thus not being willing co 
ad mureher tv murthe:, and fo to gallop in itead of pacing to hell ar:d deftruftion, the ne- 
xercheleſs deterininacely i efvlves roemulace and imitace the <Rions ot her dead Sifter Jaquinta, 
cowards her living ne Amaramba; and yet foto wreak her malice and revenge on her , as 
doſely co infiruste, and a.der hand furcepcitioully to prevail with her Father, that ſhe be 
ſheedily eclipled, and again ſent away to Cardxra, under the guard and cultody of Malewla, 
the which ſhe etf:Qually and briefly obcaineth of him; ſo cur young and fair Amaranths 
(though infinitely againit her wi'l) is now enforced to leave Flarence, and fucdenly (when 
the leatt thought or dreamed ther: of )is ag+in cuptined and baniſhed to Coardura,notwithſtand- 
jog all her fighs, tears, and prayers to hcr Father to the contrary. 

Amarantba ( with much iorrow and mor. indignation) being arrived at Cardara, ſhe is 
nota !i.tle perplexed and grieved :hercar, but rather exceedingly diſcontenced with her Fa- 
ther, and infinitely incenſed again her Sitter Baptiſizna tor the ſame, as well knowing that 
& wholly proc: edxd trom her mes r p+ ie and malice towards her ; the which ſhe now doth not 
char, 4 make apparsnt r0 h r ot; Beldam Governeſs Ada/evola,buth in her looks,ſperches, 
and ations. She wond:erh thar her Sitte: is fo inconſiderate of her ſelf, and fo imperious 
and bitter twwar is herz an {517 1t 1» p-/fHivle tor her ſo ſoon to forget either their joynt crime, 
or their fever a! dar:prer or their lo int umanely and cruelly peyſoning their elder Sifter 1+ 
mixta; the conider ation and r-memorance whereof is ot fo ſharp and bitter digefiion to 
fer as her thuuvhe vow 5 her heart, and her heart ſwears to the D:vil, that ſhe neither can 
nor will long en\u.c ics ya, the time feerns ſo irkfom to her, and her flay in Cardars 
fo infinicely long and t-dionr, ar if honrs were years, and days aget, that ſhe often thoughe 
to ſteal away from thence 10 F/orence either on !oot or horte-back , and fo to have put her 
felf into ſome dilpnited appaie', that none ſLould know thereof before ſhe came to her Fa- 
the:s huaſe and pretence : bar ar laſt conltdering y that her reputation and fortune might 
ſuffer much io this aFion, ſhe holds ic not amiſt, rather -onvenient, firlt to write to her Fa- 
ther and Siſter, to (ee if her Letters may prevail with them for her return, the which ſhe 
doth, and lends thera ro chem to Florence by her old trufty ſervant Bernards. 

Her Letter to ker Fa.her b:wrayed thele pallions, 


AMARANTHA to STRENT[I. 


M T obedience bath not d+ſerved ſo much c:ntempt and hatred, ar that (withcut cauſe or reaſen )you 
| ſhould thus again baniſh me from Florence to Cardura; end with huw much grief and for- 
row I digeſt it, 1 can better relage with diſcontent, than conceal with ptience : How dear your ſight 
and preſence ras, and wer ſhall be to me, if you will not know, and withall remember, God doth ; for 
my ſou 1xppe 2's wito bim. and my beart $0 Heaven, that I made it the chiefeſt life of my Joy, and the 

ecteſi Joy of my life 3 3o as if you are not the cauſe, I am ſure my Sifler Bapeiſtyna Is of this ( mn- 
deſerved ) cruehty raw ds me, mb» out of ber pride, ambition, avd malice, ſtrives to be & unnatu- 
rally imperiout to me, as my dece iſ: d Siſter ]:quinta was both t0 ber ſelf and me. The remedy bereof is 
every wy wortby of y'lt, #4 y*r are my F atber, and of my felf z 4s God and Nature have mads ne 
your Daughter 3 for if you ewill not pernais me to reſpire and breath the ayr of Florence, I will ſbort- 
hy hazard my life to enjoy that of beoven : for already this my enforced (xile bath brought me to extream 
tſcontent, an that a\moſt to utter deſpair. 


AMARANTAA 
Her Letter to her Sifter Baptiſtyns carried this Meſſage. 
AMARANTHA to BAPTISTYNA. | 


Pg thow not be contented to liv: bappy in Florence, but that thou muſt necd; conſtrain 
our F ather to make me live miſerable kere i Cardura ? Ir our Sifler Jaquinta's blood already 
told, or is the memory as well as the manner and cauſe of ber death already of thee forgotten, and ſq 
raked up in the duſt of ber G-ave ? Fudge with thy ſelf ( if thou art not wholly as d-1id of Fudge- 
ment, as of aff ion and charity ) what a palpable, yes what a groſs and ſottifh vice it ts in 
thee, bereby to muke thy ſelf both guilty of ber pride. and Heir apparant to her malice. 1 re- 
member tboſe ingratefull crimes and vices of bers towards 4 with pity, and I pity theſe of thy ſelf ts 
me with admiration, in thas thou wilt not ſuffer me to = at the courteſie of thy tongue , when thou 
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zell kaoweſt that thy life ſtand at the mercy of mine; Not tbst I ans either ſo malicious #0 thee , or 
Jo uncharitable or undiſcreet to my ſelf, to wiſh thee any difſaſter or danger to the prejudice of ming 
ern bappineſs, and ſafety ; for I arſire all peace, affcGion, and atonement betwixt ws : the which j 
thou wilt grant me, by cauſing cur F atber ſpeedily to recall me home to Florence, be ſball then ſee, and 
thou «ſſuredly finde, that I will be as mach thy Hondmaid a thy Sifter, and that I will far ſooner both 
hope and proy for @ g00d Husband for thee, thaz for my ſelf : but if thom deny me this courtefie, then 
bleme not me, but tby ſelf, if the event and iſſue of tbis thy cruelty come 200 ſhort of thy boper, and ſe 
(prradventure flie a pitch far beyoudthy expetiation, 


AMARANTHA. 


Bernardo being thus charged by his Lady Amarantha,for the ſafe and ſpeedy delivery of theſe 
her two Letters, as alſo to procuce her Fathers and Siiters Anſwers to them, he rides away to 
Florence, where he is no ſooner arrived at Streni his houſe, but meeting wich the young Lady 
Baptiftina, and thinking to deliv:r her Letter (whether it were out of haſte, or misfortune, 
or both) hedelivers h:r ber Fathers Lerter, in ſtead of her own, the which ſhe well obſerving, 
fhe haſtily and purpoſely breaks up the Seals thereof, and filently reads ic to her ſelf; wherea 
growing ficſt red wich choller, and then again pale with envy, ſhe folds ic up, and committing 
ic coher pocker, turns to Bernardo, and demands htm for her Siſter eAmerantha's Letter to her 
ſelf; for (quoth ſhe) that which I have already read and peruſed, is hers to my Father; when 
Bernard: (as much amaz*d at his error, as afflifed at his fooliſh fimplicicy) reading the di- 
re&ion of the ſecond Letter, and finding her ſpeeches and his miſtaking truc, he then gives 
her her own Letter and deiires back the other for her Father, as alſo both their anſwers there« 
unto, for his Lady and Miſtreſs Amerentha ; whereunto, when ſhe had peruſed her own Letter, 
ſhe (with diſdain ia her looks, and malice in her eyes) tears her Fathers Letter before Bernar- 
do's face, and then returns him chis bitter Anſwer : Tell that proud Girl thy Adiſtreſs from me, 
that it is my F athers pleaſure and mine, that (be (hall fiay in Cardura and not ſee Florence till foe 
receive other order from ws ; and for any further anſwer, either from our Father, or my ſelf, it is both 
a vanity and a folly for berto expe: And fo (in much choller and indignation) ſhe flies from 
him, and violently throws faſt the door againſt him, Bernard, not expeRing ſuch ſharp and 
cold entertainment , and ſeeing it now *wholly impoſſible for him to have any acceſs 
to Streni, or anſwer from Boptiſiyns, he leaves Florence, and ſpeedily returns to Cardure to his 
Lady Amarantbs,to whom he punQually and fully relatesthe bitter reply,and ſharp and proud 
anſwer which her Siſter Baptiſtyna had given and ient her,and leaveth nor a ſyllable un-rehear- 
ſed, but only filenceth his miltaking, in giving of her her Fathers Letter in ftead of her own, 
as right now we underſtood. 

Amaramba is all inflamed with choller at this po and cruel carriage of her Sifter Bop- 
tiſtyna towards her, yea the remembrance thereof, ſo tranſporteth her thoughts with envy, 
and her heart with revenge againſt her, that ſhe vows ſhe neither can, nor will brook it at her 
hands ; and here, not hearkning either to Reaſon,or Religion, or to her Conſcience,or Soul, 
ſhe now violently ſeduced, and exaſperated by the Devil, doth refreſh and revive her old ma- 
lice, and reſames her former pernicious reſolutions to her Siſter Baptiſizna : She hath neicher 
the wit, much leſs the grace, to conſider, That choller increaſeth her own torment and mi- 
ſery, and that if we varquith not our own malice and revenge, it is more to be feared than 
doubted, that it will in the end both varquiſh and ruineus. She hath formerly conſented to 
poyſon her eldeſt Siiter Jaquints, and now ſhe likewiſe vows , that ſhe will cauſe her der 
Siſter Boptiſiynz eicher co be poyſon'd or piſtoll'd to death ; but which of theſe to make choice 
of ag yet ſhe is irrefolute, and upon this bloody buſineſs her thoughts run inceffantly to her 
heart, as ſo many lines to their centre. O that ſo young a Lady, and ſo ſweet a beauty ſhould 
make her ſe!f acceflary and guilty of fo foul and inhumane crimes ; but this I may write to her 
ſhame, and the Reader may pleaſe to obſerve it to his comfort, and retain to his inftruftion; 
That had ſhe had the grace to have been formerly ſorrowfull and repentant for her firſt Mur- 
ther, (he had then never proceeded fo far, as to have made her ſelf guilty of contriving and 
reſolving a ſecond. 

Beptiſtyna hath a Chamber-maid named Pierys, of ſome twenty four years old, who was 
far more fair than rich, as being beir tro much beauty, though to no lands, or eſtate ; and ha- 
ving heretofore for ſome teivial reſpe&s ſometimes incurred the arger and diſpleaſure of her 
Lady, and for the ſame received many a ſharp word, and bitter blow frcm her, as being 4 
freer Gentlewoman of her hands, than of her purſe : She now accidencally chancing to break 
a fair rich Looking-glaſs of kers, her Lady doth not only exceedingly beat her, but alſo with» 
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vut pity or bumanicy draws and drags her by the heir about her chamber, and then again and 
again kicks her with her foot. Pierys's heart is not ſo ill lodged, nor her extration and qua- 
wy contemptible, bat char ſhe is very ſenſible of this her diſgrace, as holding her faulr far 
interior to her correRion, and therefore diſdainirg any longer to ſerve ſo cruel a miſtreſs , ſhe 
very privately packs up her apparel, leaves Florence, and files to Cardurs, forſakes Bopiiſtyns, 
and ſo relulves hencetorth to live and die with her younger Sifter Ameraniha : But as there 
are many of both theſe places, who report that it was only her hatred to Beptiſiyna, and her 
affeRtion to Amarentba, which drew her to this reſolution; yet there are divers others both 
of Florence, Cardura, and Piſtsia, who (better acquainted with Pierys, and her ſecrets) have 
folidly affirmed ro me. that ic was wholly her afteQtion to Bern&rds, which was the trueſt rea» 
ſon, and firongeſt motive thereof , and the event ard iſſue of this Hiſtory, will confute the 
| firſt, to confirm this ſecoud opinion of theſe her deliberations and reſolutions ; For, for the 
rerm of ac leaſt three or four years heretofore, Pierys was known to be paſſionatly in leve with 
Bernardo, and (he had imployed many friends towards him, to perſwade and draw him to 
marry her 3 bur he was {i111 as averſe, as ſhe forward in this ſute : For although he were ena- 
moured of her beauty, and loved her tall and ſlender perſonage, yet he hated her poverty, and 
(becauſe of ſome ſmall Lands and means he had) as he thought himſelf too good to be her 
Husband, fo (he in regard of her beauty, youth and chaſtity, both highly and infinitely dif- 
dained to be his firumper ; and indeed the paſſage and p 0:efs of theſe their affeRions was not 
from time to time unknown to Amaraniba. Pierya is as welcom to Amarantba, as Bopriftyns 
js orrowfull for her departure, ad che youngeſt liſter now entertains her with as much curte- 
ſie, as the eldeſt formerly retained her with cruelty : As for Bernardo, he inwardly delights, 
though outwardly will not ſeem to rejoyce in her company, and fo gives her his eyes, though 
not his heart 3 And for Pierya, her carriage was ſo modeſt, and yet wickal fo reſpeRive to him, 
agif ſhe endeavoured to make it her chieteft ambition and glory, tharher vertues and chaſtity 
ſhould make as true and as perte& a conqueſt of his heart, as her beauty had of his eyes : As 
for Boptifiyns (her Quondem Lady ) ſhe is now angry with her ſelf, as ſoon as ſhe knew of her 
departure from her ; bus when ſhe underftands that Pierys is fled to Cardura, and lives with 
her diſcontented ſiſter Amaranth, then (under hand) ſhe makes ftrong means to her return 
agtin to her ſervice, intimating to hers that ſhe is ready to redeem her tormer diſcourtetie to- 
wards her, both with acknowledgement and requical. But theſe her hopes will deceive her, 
for ſhe will finde, that errours are-not fo ſoon repaired as committed, and that her want of 
kindneG to her Chamber-maid Pierys may in the end (perchance) prove cruelty to herſelf. 
Pierys is deaf to all theſe her requeſts, andendeavors rather to tie her ſelf to Amarenba her new 
affetion, then to Baptiſiyna her old unkindnels, as preferring the courteſie of the firſt to the 
choller and indignation of the ſecond. On the other fide, frmarantbz is glad of this reſoly» 
tion of her new Maid, Pierye; for the Devil being ſtill at her elbow, he continually ſets fire to 
her malice,% (as an infernal incendiary ) perpetually blows the coals to her _ againſt her 
Siſter Baptiffynrs 3 yea, and now he ſo caprivaterh her ſoul, and exringuiſheth her devotion and 
zeal towards heaven, that] write it with pity and ſorrow, and not with paſſion, but compaſli- 
on) ſhe had neither the power to pray, nor the happineſs or grace, either to frequent the 
Chuacch for Gods ſake, or to defirc Gods preſence and aſſiftance for her own : No, no, Such 

es of piery were far from her pr e thoughts and minde; for as her beft blood, fo 
her beſt z:al was now corrupted and polluted with revenge towards her Siſter. And here, as 
a wretched Lady and a bloody Siſter, ſhe doth yet far worſe: For (by the Devils ſuggeſtion). 
the aſſiames this horrible reſolution, not only to engage and hazard her ſelf, but others there- 
in, as he took a pride, and conceived a glory,not to ſhipwrack her ſelf alone,buc co confound 
and caſt away others with her for company in this prodigious and lamencable bulineſs of hers 
The manner is thus : 

She knows, that by reaſon of her ſtriR exilein Cardura, (he muſt needs employ ſome FaQors 
and Agents, either to poyſon or murcher this her Siſter Boptiſhns in Florence ; and therefore 
ſhe thinks none ſo fit and proper toattempt and perform it, as her old truſty ſervant Bernards, 
and her new Maid Pieryz is Sweet-heart, whom (by degrees) ſhe purpoſely draws and obli- 
geth to her by gifs and promiſes ; and her reaſon for this conceit and opinion of hers, thay 
they will concur with her in this bloody FaR,is derived from this foundation and | 69m 
Love and Money may ealily a& wonders in the hezrts and minds of thoſe who delire the one, 
and want the other 3 as alG, for that ſhe perfe&ly knows , that for many years Pierys hath 
deeply loved Bernardo, and dearly defired and wiſhed him for her Huzband, and that he hath 

ever affeted her, but only diſliked her poverty : Wherefore believing that ſhe would do much 
| forthe obtaining of this Hurband, and he for preferment and geld, ſhe is reſolute in a—_ 
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this her bluody propolitionto them ; when nor caring any more write to her Farther , the ig 


now 2s hatiy as bloedy in her malice and revenge towards her Siler; and ſo impatient or de 
lay (and without any tur. he: conlideration with her {:1!;or conlulcation « i her with her ſoul, 
or with God) (he caking time at advantagehirit breaks with Pizrys about this bluody tulinels, 
adding withal, that her drtire and refolution is co have her Siitcr Baptiftyna fiifl-d in her bed, 
F.,c no'v_ the Devil hath cait off her retolutions from Poyſon or Pounyard ; © which 
eff. , ſhe promileta to gain her Berna1&) co her Buzband, and to give them wheres 
wichall to maintain thamvielves well being Married , it ſhe will content with him to 
undercake and perform her requett : which proffers and promiſes of her Lady do foand 
{> ſweeily in poor Prerys's cars , and work {o deep an inmpreſlion in her heart, eſpecially 
that ſhe (bell hereby enjuy Bernardo for her Husband , whom ſhe loves far dearer than 
her own lite, that being wholly vanquiſhed with the conlideration thereof, 38 allo in- 
chanted wich the ſweet melody of her Ladics ſagred perſwations, ſhe (withou: any fear 
or thoagght of God, as an inconhderate and gracelels Maiden) yields co her ungodly and 
inhumane requelis; who than (wearing he: to lecrecie, ſhe within a day or two after, likewiſe 
boardeth her te. vant Bernardo upon this bloody buiineſs, rhe which if he will perform for 
her, and take Pierza to his wife, the Faichfully promiſeth to give him an hundred and 
fifry Dokatoons of yearly Annuity , during his lit: , and to remain th: ic true and con- 
ftanc triend for evcr. Ar firit Bernardo wondereth and ſtaggereth at the hearing of thi 
cruel and I-mentable projet, as ammez*d and aſtoniſhed thereat, as if he were now'f6 
good a Chriitian, thac Grace triumphed above Nature in his hearr, and God above Sa- 
tan in his ſoul ; bur at lalt, bing deeply enamoured of Pierya's delicate youth and beawry, 
which he likes wel', and of this yearly ſum of gold for th:ir maintenance in Marriage, 
which be lov-s d:arly, he (forgetting himftit, and which is worſe, God) wichont any 
furcher rut's orrumination, gives his Lady Amarentha his tree conſent 2nd promile to perfornt 
both her req 1elts, as well of the Murther as Marriage. Whereupon ſhe carries him to her 
Cloſer, and there calls for Pierys,.and acquaints her with her and Bernard.'s conelufion ; Soin 
her preſence, they (by joyning of hands) contraQ themiſelyes each to ocher , and then they 
a]1 chree-do ſeverslly and joyntly ſwear ſecrelie, as alſo punRaally to accompliſh this which 
they have concluded ; When this wretched and cxecrable Amaranths (the fatter and Rronger 
to tic them to her defires and their promiſes) opens a Casker of hers, and gives each of chem 
fitty Duckatoons in g«1d, as a pl dg* and earneſt penny of her love tothem ;' and then faich- 
fully promiſeth to reward them with ſo much more as ſoon as they have ſent her Siſter Bap- 
tiſtyz to Heaven; when Bernardo and Pierys (to reſtific their thankfulneſs to her) do botk 
vow and ſwear, that herein (as in all things elſe) her will ſhall be their Law, and that 
their belt ſervic:s and beſt lives ſhall for ever be proſtrate to her commands. Bur they (ball re- 


pent the taking, and A-aranibs the giving of them this gold, becauſc ic is the price and hire 
of innocent blood. 

This lamentable (becauſe finfull) compaA, being thus ſecretly ſhut up, and impiouſly con- 
cluded between theſe three wretched perſonages, then Bernardo and Pierya fall fo cloſe and 
thick to their amorous kiſſes , as being deiirous to become one in body , as already 
they are in heart and minde, th-y r-queſt their Lady Amaramtha , that ſhe would 
pleaſe to permic them ro finiſh and conſummate their Marriage , before they perpetrate 
the Murther 0f her Siſter Bapriſtyna ; but ſhe ( who was clearer ſighted in her malice 
and revenge to her (aid Sifter, than they in their judgements and affeRions to themſelves) 
conſideri;'g ther this Seal of their Marrizge was the great tye and Gordian knot for them to 
perform and tniſh her delire, the which, it ic were once folemnix:d, than their devotion 
and z al thereunto might (peradventure ) afterwards, either grow cold, or freeze. . if not 
ſhorily wither and dye away upon the Deſign, ſhe ſtrongly oppoſes and contradifts 
it , as affirming chey. ſhall firſt diſpatch her Siſter before they Marry ; the which Bernarde 
well obſerving and conſidering, he thinks ic no folly in him to learn by her, and 
ſo to make her diſcretion his : and therefore that this Murther being once committed , ſhe 
might after ar her pleaſure revoke her verbal Annuity given him ; the which to prevent (and 
ſo to be as wiſe in his Coveteouſneſs , as ſhe was cruel and bloody in her Bounty) he cells 
his Laly Amarenths, that according to her deſire, he will willingly deter his Marriage 
till then , but withali, humbly requeſts her to give him her promiſed Annuity wricten a 


figned wich her own hand; the which, becauſe ſhe cannot well reſuſe, ſhe then and there doth 
in theſe terms ; 
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[ N confideration, that my ſervant Bernardo do eſpouſe,and take to bis wife my Chamber- maid Pierya, 
I do premiſe, that ( after the conſummation thereof) upon my fidelity and bonour, I will yeerly give 
and poy wnto the ſaid Bernardo, or bis , during all the terms of bis life , the ful and intire 
fun of one bundred and fifty Ducketoons of Florence money, and in witneſi and teſtimony of this 
auth, I hereunto ſubfigne my Nome : 


AMARANTHA: 


A and contraR written with more blood than ink,or rather not with ink,but wholly 
blood, and which therefore God, in bis divine grom_ may hereafter produce, and 
eo light, to ſerve as a powerfull witneſs, and Inftrumenc of his glory, and, peradveature, 
" infamy and conſuſion of thoſe who gave and received it. 
Amareanths baving thus given this promiſe eo Bernerds, and likewiſe received his, and his 
intended wifes Pierya's oachs in counterchange , ſhe now thinks with her (elf, chat ſhe muſt 
return Pierys to Florence, and by ſome {lie bypoeriſie, to re- inveſt and ſcrew her anew in- 
toher old Lady, Baptiſtyna's ſervice, thereby co be the more able ard fic to diſpatch her. Now 
a he is maliciouſly rumineting on this invention, there falls out an accident, which ſeems 
bach co favour her hopes, and to further her defires and «xpeRation herein : For by this time, 
Baptiſtyne writes over tg M-kvls, to deal ſecretly and ſer jouſly with Pierys for her return to 
Flarence to her ſervice, and chat ſhe ſhall finde her welcom to exceed her expeRation and de- 
fires: So the truth is apparant, that Pierys (inftrufted by the Premiſes) now needs not many 
perſwaſions from Adalevele, to draw her to conſent to this reſolution ; for as ſhe ard her 
Bernardo receive the firſt morion of this (unexpeRed) news with joy, fo Amerantbs imbre- 
ceth and entertains ic with delight 3 and now their laſt conſultation is held b:tween 
them , about the concluſion and finiſhing of this mournfull bufineſls. To whict end, 
ys is difpatched for Florence, and the tifteenth day after, Bernardo is likewiſe ſecretly 
preciſely to arrive there to her by night, and then is the direR and appointed time for 
them to cloſe and ſhut up this Tragedy. We muſt now allow and conceive Pierys to be 
again entertained of her old Lady Baptiſyn ig F lorexce, wich much courteſie and joy ;- and 
for the ſeal and ciment of this their reciprocal reconciliation, her Lady gives her a new 
black wrought Silk Gown, and a purple Damask Perticoas , the which (as a treacherous diſ- 
fembling wretch) ſhe ſeems to receive of her with much contenc and thankfulneſs, the whichi 
yetwe ſhall ſhortly ſee her requite wich a moſt inhumane and prodigious ingraticude ; for her 
defire of Marriage, and longing for a Husband, makes her think every hour ten, before the 
kkeenth day be arrived, and for her late Lady Amrantba,(who ſees by no other eyes, but by 
thoſe of malice and revenge towards her Siſter) ſhe thinks every day an age, before ſhe hear 
of her diſpatch. Ac the expiration of which time (according to their former agreement) 
Bernards arrived by night at Streni his houſe in Florence,and at one of the clock after midnight, 
he finds the litcle Garden deor open,and his Pierys there purpoſely to receive and welcom him; 
ſo they begin cheir meeting with kiſſes. She leads him Lode hand to the outer door of her 
Ladies Chamber, and they two having agreed on the manner how to ſtifle her in her bed, ſhe 
; had there to that purpoſe, provided two pillows, keeps one,and gives him enother to effeR it : 
Theſe miſerable weetches (for the more ſecrecy) pur off their ſhoes, and ont the candles, and 
the darkneſs of the Moon, and the obſcurity of the night, ſeeming co conſpire to their con« 
ſpiracy, they ſoftly enter her chamber, go one by one ſide, and the other by the other, where 
unfortunate Bapriffns lying ſoundly ſleeping and ſnoring, they ſtifle her with their pillows, 
and then a lictle whiles after, thruſt a handkercher into her mouth, and their fury and malice 
was(o fierce and implacable towards her, as ſhe hath neither. ſpace to ſpeak, nor power to 
ſcreech or tocry. Thus ſhe who bad formerly poyſoned her elder fifter Jaquints, is now alſo 
cruelly murthered by the treachery of her youngeſt Amaranth, which makes me cry out and 
fay: 0 Lord,as theu art immenſe in thy mercy, ſo thou art inſermtable in thy judgements, andthat there- 
fore, «& we ought net, ſo we cannot reſiſt hit divine peer and eternal preordiuation. | 
Bernardo and: Pierya (as two limbs of the Devil) having finiſhed this cruel Murther 
on Beptiflyns, they leave her breathleſs on her bed, and then withdrawing cthem- 
felyes from her Chamber, they ſoftly pull faft the door, which had a'Spring-lock, and 
then ſhe ſecretly throws in the key within fide, at a private hole, or cranny ; when her 
Sweet-heart and her fſelfe deſcended the ftaires, and with wonderfull flence ftalk 
away to the Garden, without the Poſterne door whereof , bis — 
lron Ring in the wall, awaited and attended him where with a multitude of killes they 
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part , he faichfully promiſing her to return to her again at Florence within a moneth atrer ag 
moſt , and then to marry her : So whiles Pierys now (in thedepth and dead of chis diſmal] 
night) betakes her ſelf ro her bed, and there (a8 devoid of fear.as of grice ) fleeps ſoundly, 
ber Sweetheart Bernard» , that very obſcure night, gallopsthorow the tireets of Florence to- 
wards the gate which leads to Pif0za, where God (in his all-ſeeing providence) caulſeth his 
horſe ro ftumble, and fall wich him tothe ground, whereof he brake his neck, and preſently 
died, and his horſe then riſing, flies from him firaglingly in the ftreers, leaving the breath. 
leſs Corps of Bernords in the fireet, having not the happineſs eicher co cry or utter one 
word ar this his ſudden and diſaſterous death; God having ſo ordained and decreed 
in his Star Chamber of Heaven , that-although for the murthering of che Lady Bopiifipns 
he deſerved a more ſhamefull end , yet that this poor horſe which brought him to Fl 
rence ſhould at the ſame time and place be his Executioner, as alſo that there was ſcarce 
one hour between his crime and his puniſhment , between her marther and bis own death; 
An a& and-example of Gods Juftice, worthy of all men to know, and of all Chrittiang 
moſt eſpecially to remember, ſo ſecret and ſacred are the Judgements of the Lord of Hoſts, All 
that night Berzard.'s dead body lay gored in his blood (which abundancly iflued forth his 
m-uth) as alſo in the dirt of the ſtreet, uneſpied of any morgal eye; bur afloon as the mor- 
ning began to appear thorow the windows of Heaven,then it was found & likewiſe to be done 
by the fall off a horſe, whereof his neck, thebeholders ſaw, was broken,the which the ſooner 
th:y we © induced and led to belicve, becauſe they likewiſe found a horſe neer him, ttragling 
in che ſtreets without his Rider : This his dead body is theretore prelently expoſed co the Cri- 
minal Judgcs of chat fair and famous City, who forthwith , cauſe his Pockets ro be fearch+ 
cd, wh: inſtead of gold, they, by the direQion of God , finde the before nominated pro» 
miſe 0” a yeerly Annuity, which we have formerly underitvod Am 3ra0tbs gave bim : Where- 
upon, they knuwing the Lady Ameran.ba to be Seignior Leomardi St eni his daughter, and 
this note,conkidently bclieving this dead man to be the ſame Bernardo,and he to be Amaranths's 
ſer v:nr, they (without once ſufpeRing or dreaming of any Murther committed by him hold 
itap:ri of th ir vffice and duty to acquaint Strexi herewith. But the news of this dead round 
Cor; 5: 2:ling tho: ow the ſtreets of tne City , it devanceth this care of theirs, and ſo ſpeedily 
ar: ives to Streni his houſe before them 3 whereat Pierys (looking for nothing lefs) rakes to 
hot an alarnJe of grief, fear, and deſpair , that ber guilty thoughts and conſcience (like fo 
many. B o0d--hounds ) ſtill purſuing her, ſhe ſeeing this unlook'd for diſaſter and death of her 
Bzrns-do tobe an at of God, anda blow from Heaven , which infallibly predi&ed both her 
danger and death ; ſhe therefore preſently flies out of doors, and (with much celerity , and 
more fear) betakes hec {:1f ro the leaft frequented and mot remoteſt ſtreets of the City for 
her ſafety. By ebis tim? che Criminal Officers are arrived at Streni his houſe, whom they ac- 
quaint with this mournfull accident, ſhew him this affuranceof Annuity, and inquire of him 
it ic be the Lady Amarentbs his Daughters hand, as alſo the dead corpr, and if chis were her 
ſervant, who (with a countenance compoſed of aftoniſhment, fear and ſorrow) acknow- 
ledgeih to them, that ir is his Daughter Amarantba's own hand — and the dead per- 
ſonage to be her ſerving-man Birvards : Whereupon they confidently believe, and he forrow- 
fully fears, that this death of his, and that afſurance of hers, doth eicker import or include 
ſome g:eater diſaſterand misfortune : Whereupon, they again modeſtly, yer juridically , de- 
mand of him for his Daughter Amarantbs, and her Chamber-maid , Pierys, who returns 
them this anſwer ; that che firlt is at his Mannor of Cardura, neer Piſtois, and the ſecond here 
io his houſe, and now ſerving his eldeſt Daughter Bapriſtyno ; they demand eo ſpeak with 
Pierya, whom he cauſerh to be ſught in all places of his houſe, bur ſhe is not to be found, ſo 
he ſends to look her in his Daughters Chamber, her Miſtreſs, but bis ſervancs return and re* 
port, that the door of that Chamber is faſt lock'd,and that they can ger no ſpeech eicher of her, 
or of the Lady Baptiffyns; which anſwer of theirs doth exceedingly augment the jealouſie 
of the Judges, and the fear of the Father : So they all reſolve ro aſcend themſelves to that 
Chamber, where they aloud again calling both the Lady and her Maid, and hearing noan- 
ſwer of either of them , they inſtantly cauſe the door to be forced open ; where (contrary to 
their expeQation) they finde the Lady Fw dead, and well near cold in her bed, and ciu- 
fing her body to be ſecretly ſearched by ſome Chicurgeons and neighbour Gentlewomen, 
they are all of opinion , | that ſbe is undoubtedly Rifled in her- Bed, and her face very 
much black and ſwoln with ftruggling for life againſt death. They are amazed, and her 
Father Streni almoſt drowned in bis forrowfull tears at the fight of this deplorable accident, 
and mournfull ſpeRacle , and therefore whart to ſay, or how to bear himſelf herein he knows 
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-Bat the Judges upon farther knowledge and conſideration of the flight of Pierys, the death 

Bernarde, and che promiſed Annuity of Azzarantba upon thei marriage(as it were prompt- 

ed by God) do vehemently (uſpeR and believe chat they all chree were undoubtedly conſenc- 
ing and guilty of Bapriſiyna's death, nowwitaftanding that the Key of her Chamber was 
found thrown in within fade : So they preſently leave this ſorrowfull Father to his tears , and 
ing themſelves to their Seat of Jultice, do inftantly cauſe all the Gates of the City to be 

ut, and a itriQ and curious ſearch to be made in all parts thereof, for the apprehenſion of 
Fierys which ( in their zeal and honour to ſacred Juſtice ) they [perform with ſo much 
care and ſpeed, as within three hours after ſhe is found out, and apprehended in an Aunts 
houſe of hers, who was a poor woman and a Landreſs of that City, named Ekanora Fra> 


- Judges being preſently advertiſed hereof, convent her before them,and (by vertue of this 
Annuicy) charge both her and her Lover Bernerds to be the ators, and Amearanths "to be at 
leaſt acceflary, if nor the Author, with them of murthering of Baptiſins; ſhe can hardly 
for tears at this her Examination, becauſe her ſighs Rill cut her words in pieces ; and yet 

is ſo far from grace and repentance, as at firſt ſhe ſtoutly denies all, and boldfy affirme,that 
both Amarantbs, Bernardo, and her ſelf, were every way innocent of attempring any thing 
againſt Bapriſtyns's life, and that if ſhe were dead, fhe died only of a natural death by the ap- 
incment of God, and no otherwiſe; and to this anſwer of hers the Devil had made her ſo 
—_ as ſhe added many fearfull oaths and deprecatione, both for her own and their juſtifi- 
cation ; but yet (notwithſtanding this her Apology ) theſe grave and clear-ſfighted Judges 
are ſo far from diminiſhing, as they augment theic ſuſpition both of her and them , and fo 
commit her to priſon , and forthwith to the rack. At. the pronouncing of which 
Sentence , Pierya is much daunted, ſeems to let fall ſome of her former fortitude and 
conitancy , and to burſt forth into many paſſionate tears , ſighs and exclamations; but they 
will nothing avail her : For, ſceing her pretended Husband Bernardo dead , in whom lived 
the imaginary joys of her heart, ſhe ſo fainted, as at the very firſt fight of the Rack (with 
ſome tears, and more deep-fetchc (ighs) ſhe confeſled to her Judges, that ſhe and Bernardo had 
flifled her Lady Baptiſtynz in her bed 3 but ftill conſtantly affirmed that her ſiſter Amaranth was 
wholly innocent thereof, flattering her ſelf with this hope, that for thus her clearing of her 
Lady Amarantha from this crime and danger, ſhe (in requital thereof) cowld do no leſs than 
be a means to procure a pardon for her life : But theſe hopes of hers will deceive her; and 
flieas faſt from her bereafter, as ever (he formerly did from God. So the Judges (in de- 
teftation of this her fou! and bloody crime) adjudge her to be hanged for the ſame ; but firſt 
they ſend her back to priſon, end the very next morning. before break of day, they ſecretly 
ſend away three of their 1:bieres (or Sergeants) to Cardura, to fetch the Lady Amaranth to 
Florence, being very confident (notwithſtanding Pierys's denial) that ſhe likewiſe had a deep 

rand ſhare in her Siſter Bapyiftyna's murther. 

Amareniba not dreaming in Cerdxrs what had betided in Florence to Bernards and Pierya, 
but flattering her ſelf wich much hope and joy, that by this time they had undoubtedly made 
away her ſitter Beptiſtyns , and conſequently that (lie ſhould ſhortly reviſit Florence, and there 
domineer alone , and obtain ſome = Cavalier of her Father for her Husband ; ſhe ins 
expetance of her ſervant Bernards his return, and of his pleaſing news, had that day (as it 
were, in a bravery and triumph) purpoſely dighted her ſelf up in her beſt attire, and richeſt 
apparel ; and ſobetaking herſelf to her Chamber, and tothat window which looked co+ 
wards Florence, ſhe with a longing deſire expeReth every minute when he will arrive; when 
about ten of the clock before dinner (contrary to her expeRation) ſhe fees three men to enter 
into the houſe , apparelled as Florentines , whereat ſhe much muſeth and wondereth, as 
not knowing what they, or their coming ſhould import. Theſe three Sergeants having en- 
tred the houſe, they are brought to the Governeſs Malevels, who brings them to her 
young Lady Amaranth in her Chamber; to whom (with a difſembling confidence) they 

to her, That Seignior Streni ber Father, hath ſent them to conduRt and accompany 

her ſpeedily to Florence. Amaramba inquired of thern for her Fathers Letters to that effeR, 
whereunto one of the fubcilleſt of them makes anſwer very lily and arrificially to her , thas 
her Fathers hafte , and ber preferment, would not permit him © wrice to her , for that he 
perfeftly knew from him , he was now apon matching her to a rich and noble Hudband : Her 
vrerneſs Maleyols likewiſe demands of them, if he had not written co her ſelf, they an- 
firer no, but that he b:d them tell her, that he willed her without delay to bring away hit 
ter Amarentbs with her, and themſelves to Florence by Coach, and only one Foot-boy. 


The Pupil and Governeſs conſult hereon, and the very name of a Husband makes the firſt 
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2s willing as the ſecond is diſcontented to go to Flirence without a Lerrer ; but the poli 
of the Sermonnts ſo prevail with the ſimplicity of chis young Lady, and old Gentlewoman 
that they i{peedily pack up their Trunks, ſodine, and then take Coach and Horſe, and away 
for Florence z du:ing which ſhort journey,alchough che mir th and joy of Amarantba be grea, 
yet ſhe finds ſo many different relufacions, and excravagant thoughes in her miinde ac the av. 
ſence and ſilence of her man Bernardo, as ſhe cannot pollibly again refrain from muling and 
wondering thereat. They all arrive at Florence, where the'e Sergeants (having learnt heie 
parts well, and ating them better) inſtead of Amarantba g F ache, s houſe, do clap her up cloſe 
priſoner in the Common Gaal of that City , notwithſtanding all her prayers and crys, tighs 
and tears to the contrary ; and then fend her Governeſs 4akyols home to her ſaid tather tg 
advertiſe him hereof ; who tearing the ſnow-white hair off his head and beard at this ſad 

and extreamly fearing the dangerous conſequence of this deplorable accident, he (wich tear 
in hiseyes, ſorrow in his looks, and lighs in his ſpeeches) repairs ſpeedily to the Judges, to 
whom ſorrowfully and humbly caſting himſelf almoſt as low as their tee, he prays them to 
think of his age, and of his impriſoned Daughters youth, and that having unturtir ately 
loſt his eldeſt Daughter, that they would not dep: ive him ot his youngeſt, nor caſt her lite 
away either upon bare preſumption or circumſtance, or upon the wrongfull reporis and mg. 
lice of his and her enemies : but theſe grave and Lynce-eyed Magiſtrates (who look as drep- 
ly into thepriviledge and dignity of Juſtice, as he dork into the pallions of paternal atf Rivn 
and nature) cut him off with chis ſharp reply, That they honour his age, and reſpc& his 
D.ughters youth, that ſhe ſhall have juttice, and that by the Laws of Florence he mu | expeRt 
no more; with which cold anſwer he returns hume to his houſe, as diſcorifolate, as he came 
forth ſorrowfull, being not permitted, but defended ro lec, or ſpeak wich his Daughter Ams- 
ranths in priſon, only he hath permiſſion to bury his mucthered Daughier Baprifiyns, the 
which he performeth with far more grief and forrow than folemnicy, 

The truch and decerum of this Hiſtory mutt now invite the Reader to viſit eAmeranthy 
in priſon, who being chere dcbarred from ſpeaking with any, or any with her, except (thoſe 
miſerable comforters) her Sergeants and Gaolers , ſhe now leeing the imminency of het dag» 

er, and fearing the aſſurance of her death, for that the heard a ſecret inckling (from the 

ower Court, through her Chamber window That ber S:ſter Baptiftyna was murebered, ber 
Maid Pierya impriſmed, aud ſhe ber ſelf vehemently ſuſpefied for the ſame: She therefore now 
begins to think of her former bleody crimes wich repentance, and of theſe her inhy- 
mane cruelties towards her two clder Sitters with conerition , and ſolemnly vows to God, 
that if his Divine Majeſty will now pleaſe to fave her life , (he will henceforth religiouſly 
redeem the firſt and ſecond with repentance. So in the midſt of theſe good thought, 
though vain defires and wiſhes of hers , ſhe yet till flacters her (elf with this poor hope, 
that it her man Bernardo be living, then her promiſcd Annuity to him written with her own 
hand is fill ſure, and therefore tacitly dead in his cuſtody ; and chat both he and Pies can- 
not any way wrong her without infinitely wronging themſelves, and endangering their own 
lives: ſoalbeit her Judges have matter ot ſuſpition , yet they can have no cauſe of death 
againſt her, or if peradventure they have, yet that the power of her Fathers greatneſs and 
Friends are ſo prevalent in Florence and Tuſcany, that if (the worſt fall out) he and they can 
obtain at leaſt her Reprival for the preſent, it not, her Pardon for the future. But (contrary to 
all cheſe her weak and trivial hopes )the very next morning ſhe is ſent for before her Judges to 
a private examination, who (after they had made a grave and Religious ſpeech to her) they 
demand her, ticit, If the imployed not her ſervant Bernardo, and Pierys to murther her Siſter 
Boptifiyna, the which the ficmly and conſtantly denies : ſecondly, If ſhe had not given an An- 
nuity of 150. Duckatons during his life to marry Pierys, the which ſhe likewiſe denies;chen 
they produceand ſhew it her under her own hand writing , whereat (they meaſuring her 
hearc by her countenance) ſhe ſeems to be ſo much perplexed with ſorrow and amaztd 
with fear, as ſhe cannot refrain from giving them leis words, but more tears ; Of which 
her Judges conceiving a good opiniun and hope, and therefore deeming themſely:3 now 
to bein a fair way, and a dir:& courſe to obtain the whole truth of this lamentable ba* 
fineſs from her _) they bethink themſelves of a policy , thereby to effe& and compats it, 
which is every way worthy of themſc [ves and their othces, of their diſcretion and Jultice- 
They tell Amarantha, that in regard of her youth and beauty, and of her Fathers age and no- 
bilicy, chey deſire aud intend co fave her , if ſhe will not wilfully caft her ſelf aw+y; That 
her ſafcty and life now conliſteth in her plain confeſſion , and not in her perverſe denial and 
conteſtation ,ot being accefſary and conſenting to the murther of her fifter Boptiſtyna;T hat they 
have proofs therevt , as clear, and as apparant as the Sun: and that they boring 
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auſed Pieria co bs exccuted tor the ſeam: this morning, ſh: conteff d ic to them ac her death, 
a anddycd thereon. Ar which ſpeeches ot her Judges, and conteflion and death of Preria, 
thigwretched and unfortunat Lady Amarantka C ſeeing her ſelt fo palpably convifted of this 
ter bloudy and inhumane crime) being wholly vat quiſhed cither with fear towerd her (elfor 
coller towards Pieria, ſhe falls on her knees to ber Judges feerg and (with a great ſhower of 
rears )makes her ſelf (by her free confeſſion) to be the prime authour ot her Sitter Baptijima's 
murcher, Thar ſhc had hired Bernardo and Pierys to perform it, and given him an Annuity 
of 150 Duckatons per annum, and to cach of them 50 Duckatons more in hand to that eff. &, 
concealing no point or part thereof, as we have already formerly underſtood ; when( contrary 
tothe expeQation of her Judges ) ſhe moſt bitterly exclaimed on the name, memory, and in- 
titude of chis baſe wretch Pieria(for ſo ſhe then termed her? in that ſhe cculd nat be contens 
ted ro dic her (elf, bur alſo az much, and as malicioufly, a8 in her power , to think likewiſe to 
hard her own life with her. And now our cholcrick, and yet forrowfull Amarantha ( be- 
tween theſe twodiff:rent extreams of hope and fear.) Iayes hold of her Judges late promiſe and 
red courcefi: toher to ſave her, and then and there ( with many reverences, tears, and 
wringing of her hands )moſt humbly beie:cheth them for Gods ſake , and for honours cauſe, 
to be good unto her , and to give her her life, although ſh: confefſerh ſhe is moſt worthy of 
death , in being ſodegenerat and bloudy minded towards her own Sifter. But they ( having 
by this commendable means , and artificiall policic , drawn this worm from Amaraxtha'; 
con2u2, 1 mean this truth from her mouthare exceeding forrowſnll, and as nuick deteſt this 
hzr barbarous fat, as they picty her deſcent, youth , and beauty 3 bur well knowing with 
themſelves, that God is glorih:d in the due and true ex:cution of Juſtice upon all capitall 
maſcfa& »r3 , and eſp:cially on murtherers (who are no leſs then monſters of nature, the dif- 
mace of th:ir times, and the very butchers of mankind)and that the greatneſs of their quality 
and blood doch only ſerve but to make theſe crimes of theirs the greater : therefore (1G ) 
theſe wiſe and re:igious Judges prove deaf to her requeſts, and blind to her tears; and ſo having 
firſt cauſed her to igne this her confeſſion , and then confronted her with Pieria, who now to 
Amarantha's face confirmed as much as ſhe her ſelf right now confeſſed and affirmed, they now 
inexp:Ration of this her cruel murther, adjudge her likewiſe to be hanged the nexe day, acthe 
common place of Execution, in company of Pieria; although her aged ſorrowfull Fathor Seig« 
wor StreniCbeing well nigh weighed down to his grave with the extream grief and ſorrow of 
theſe his misfortuns and calamitics)profered the Judges and the great Duke the greateſt pare of 
his eſtate, and lands, to ſave this his youngeſt , and now his only Daughter Amaranthe : Bur 
bis labour proved loft, and his care and aff:&ion vain in this his ſate and folicitation , becauſe 
thoſe Icarned Judges , and this prud-nt and noblc D.ike,grounded their reſolutions and pJza«= 
fares npon this wholſome and true Maxim, Thar go. is one of the greatcſt Colofiin and 
rongelt columns of Kingdoms and Common-weals , and the trueft way and means to pre- 
ſerve them in flouriſhing proſperity and glory, and RE that all wilfull and preme- 
dirated nfurtherers cannot be either too ſoon cxterminated,or too ſeverely puniſhed;and cut off 
from the world. So Amarantha with more choller then ſorrow, and Pieria, with more fear 
then choller, are now both ſent back to their priſons; and that night Stren; ſends his Daughter, 
and che Judges ſend Prerya, ſome Fryers and Nvnnes to prepare their ſoules for Heaven , bur 
(in honour of the truth) | muſt ath im with <quall ericf and pitty, that both theſe two female 
monſters had their hearts (o ſealed , and their foules ſo ſeared up with impiety, that neither of 
them could chere be perſ[waded, or drawn, cither to think of repentance or of God. 

Whiles thus Florence reſounds of theſe their foul and inhumane crimes, as alſo of their juſt 
_condemnations, the next morning about ten of the clock, they are brought to the deftin'*d 
place of Execution, there to receive their condign puniſhments for the ſame. Pierya firſt mounts 
the Ladder, who made a ſhort ſpecch at her death, ro this effeft ; Thar her defire to obtaine 
Bernardo for her Husband had chicfly drawn her to commir this murther on her Lady Baptiſti- 
xe, and that it was far more her $'fter Amaranthaa's malice to her , then her own, which ſe- 
duced her to this- bloody reſolution ; and that this her own ſhamefull death was not halffo 
grievous to her, as the unfortunare end of her lover Bernardo, whom , ſhe there afhi-med to the 
world,and rook it to her death , that (he loved a thouſand times dearer then her own life, wirh 
many other vain and ridiculous ſpeeches tending that ways and which favoured more of ber 
fond aff.tion to him , then'of any zzal or devotion ro God and therefore] hold them every 
way more worthy of my filence, then of my relation : and ſo ſhe was turned over. To ſecond 
whoſe unfortunate and thimefull end, now our bloudy and ex :crable Amarantha ( with far 
more beauty then contrition , and bravery then repentanceaſcends the Ladder 3 wh« (to make 
her infamy the more famous ) had purpoſcly —_— apparclled her (lt in a plain black 
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Sattin gown, wich Silver Jace, and a decp-laced Cambrick Ri ff of a+ very large Sct, with the 
hairunvailed, and decked with many Roſes of filver Ribdand : Ac her aſcent, her cxtraQ 
beauty, and youth, begat as much pitty , as her bloudy and unuaturall crime did deteſta 

in the eyes and hears of all her ſpeators : When after a pauſe or two, [he (vainly compo 
her conntenance, more with contempt, then fear-of death ) there toa world of people, who 
flocked from all purcs of the City and Country to ſee her dyc (with a wondrous boldnes) 
confefſed, T hat the had not only cauſcd her fifter Baptiftine.to be ſtifled in her bed by Bernarg, 
and Fierya, but that her ſaid Sifter Bapriftina and her ſelf had formerly poyſoned their elder 
Siſter Toguiits ,» and thatit was only their imperiouſneſs and pride towards her , which drey 
her to this reſolution and revenge againſt them both z the which ſhe zthrmed, ſhe could now o + 
little repent , as heretofore remedy, and that ſhe more ſenſibly lamented , and pricved for the 
ſorrows of her Fathers life, then for the ſhame and infamy of her own dcath :+ when , without 
any ſhew of repcntance, without any ſpecch of God,or which is lcfs , withour ſo muth ay onge 
Jooking up towards Hcaven,or inviting or praying her ſpeQatours to pray to God for her foule 
ſhe wich a graceleſs reſolution, and prophane boldneſs )conjured her Exccutioner ſpeedily tg 
performe his office and duty , which by the command of the Magiſtrate he forthwith did. $g 
this wretched Amaraxtha was hanged for her ſecond murther , and then by a fecoud decree and 
ſentence of the criminall Judges , her body is after dinner burntto aſhes for her firſt 3 who 
likewiſe, in honour to Juſtice , and to the glory of God, do alſo cauſe the dead body fof- Bey 
zardo(for tyo whole dayecs)to be hanged by his feet in his fhirt ta the ſame Gallows , and they 
ro be caft into the River of Arzo. And here the Judges alſo, to ſhew themſclves , themſeha, 
were once of opinion to have unburyed Baptiſtine, and likewiſe to have given her dead 
ſome opprobrious puniſhment , for being accefſary wich her Siſter Amarextha to poyſon 
elder fifter Faquinta; but having no other evidence or proof hereof , but only the teltimony of 
her condemned dying Siſter Amarantba , whom it was more probable then inpcſlible, ſhe 
might ſpeak it more out of malice then truth, as alſo that God had already affliftcd a deplo 
rablc end and puniſhment to her, they therefore omitted it. And thus was the deſerved &nds, 
and condign puniſhments of theſe wretched and execrable murtherers z and in this manner did 
the juſt reveng , and facred juſtice of God meet and triumph over them and their bloudy 


crimes, ' 

And now herefully toconclude and ſhut up this Hiſtory in all its circumftances; The gri 
and ſorrows of this unfortunate old Father was ſo great and infinite, forthe untimely and de- 
R_ deaths of all theſe his three only Daughters and Children , that although picty and 
Religion had formerly taught him, that the aflitions of this life are the joyes cf that to come, 
yet being wholly vanquiſhed and deprefſ:d with all theſe his different bitter crofſes and cals 
mitics , hc left Florence , and retired himſclf to a ſolitary life in Cardure , where he not long 
ſurvived them, but dyed very penſively and mournfully. 


Gods 
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Martino poyſoneth bis Brother Pedro, and murthereth Monfredo in the fireet; Hee afterwards 
grows mad, axd in confeſſiug reveals bath theſe his murthers to Father Thomas his Ghoſtly Fa 

. ther, who __—_—_ dying, reveals it by bis Letter to Cecilliana, who was Widdow to Monire- 
do, and Sifter ts Pcdig axd Martino. Martino hath firſt bis right band cut off, and then is 
hanged for the ſame. ; p 


' A Sitisa dangerous wickedneſs to contrive and plot murther; So much moreit isa wret- 
ched and execrable one to finiſh, and perpetrate it z for to kill our Chriftian Brother, 

who Cpnnnnty bears the image of Ged, is an at ſoodious , as Nature cannotexcuſe, and fo 
diabolicall, asno Clemencie can parden ; And ytt this age, and this world is bur too plenti- 
full and fettill of ſuch bloudy Tigers, and inhumane Monſters , ahd Butchers of mankind,as if 
bad not a Conſcience within thim to accuſe them, a God above them ro condemn them, 

a Hell below them to punifh ther or as F they had not the ſacred Oracles of Gods eternafl 
Word, I mean the Law and the Goſpell, andtbe blk fled Precepts and Dc Grime of the holy 
Prophets and Apoftles, yea, of Chriſt Jeſus hitnfelf , the great Shepherd, and ſacred. Biſhop of 
our fhnkes, to teach us the rules of Mercy, Meckneſs, 2nd Long-ft firing, whiles wt live m 
this vale of Miſery bere below , 3nd that we muſt imbrace ard tollow Peace and Charity with 
all men, if ever we think to participate of the true ſclicity and joyes of Heaven above : Buc 
nevertheleſs (yea dirctly contrary hereunto) this enſuing Hiſtory will produce us one , who 
though ſufficiently inſtri;&cd in the rules of Fiety and Charity, yet he willully abardoncd the 
firſt, and contemned the ſecond, by cruelly and unnaturally imbruing his hands in innocent 
bloud, for the which we (hall ſee, that he in the end ſuffereth a ſevere and ſhamefull death. May 
we read . his Hiſtory to the glory of God, and the —__ "7" of our ſclves- _ 
t 2 Ta 
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The Scene of this Hiffory is laid in Spain, in the famous Province of old Caftile , and inths 
fair andancient City of Burgos , where lately dwelt anoble and rick o1d Gentlewoman,termy.? 
ed Dona Catherina Antunez( a Sirname much known, and famous in thac City,, Province, and j 
Kingdom)who had by her deceaſed Husband Don Rederigo de Ricaldo , rwoSohs, Don Pedrg," 
and Dou Martino, and enc Daughter named Dona Cecilliana, Her eldeſt Son. Don Pedro was 
gallant Cavalier of ſome eight and twenty years of age,tall and well-timbred, by complexicay 
and hair black, and of a {wart and martiall countenance, who for the ſpace of ſeven years ſer-* 
ved as a voluntary Gentleman ander that wiſe and valiant Commander Don Gonſalez, de Coy. 
dwyz in Germany, and againſt the Lords States of the Netherlands , and fince in the Voltoline a 
Millane, againſt the Griſons and French 3 In both which warrs he lefe bchind him many | 
morablc teftimonics of his proweſs , and purchaſed divers honourable trophees of true valoy 
and generofiry : but for any other intcelle&uall endowments of the mind, he was no 
but of an indiff.rent capacity; yet very honeft , courteous, and affable, particularly to 
friends, and gencrally co all che wor!d, His Brother Don Martino was of ſome fourand 
years of age, ſhort of ſtature, very (lender , bat crook-back'd, ef an Aubrun hair), a with 
facc, a ſquint eye, of inclination extreamly ſifllen , and of diſpoſicion and nature enviousag 
revengctull, as defirous rather to entertain a nighe-quarrell in the ftreet, then a day-combat 
the Ficld ; but as God is many times pleaſed to countervail and reward the defeRts of naturein?: 
the body,wich ſome” rich gifts and perfc&ions of the mind, ſo though not by profeſſion, yer by, 
education he was an cxcellent Scholar, ofan aftive and ſharp wit , a fluent tongue , and fins 

ularly able cicher to alſure or divert, to perſwade or difſwade, according as the ſtream of hig' 
. aa paſſions and atf:Aions led him; Veretes enough relucant and excellent to build a fame: 
and ſufficient to raiſe an eminent fortune, it his former vices donot too fatally eclipſe the one. 
and deface the other. Their Siſter Cecilliana (aged of ſome twenty years)was of an indiffereny 
h:ight , bat growing to corpulencic and fatneſs, of a black hair , an amiable brown complexi» 
on, a big rolling eyc,;and che ayre of her countznance rather beautifully amorous,then modeſt 
Iy b:autifull :* She was of a nimble wit, of humour pleaſant and facetious , yet ſo reſerved in 
the excernall demonſtration thereof, that through her Mothers pious and auftere education of 
her, ſhe (in all outward ſemblance ) ſeemed rather to be fic for a Nunnery then a Husband,and 
more proper to make a Saint, then a Wife z but as the face proves not till a true Index of the 
heart , nor our looks and ſpeeches ſtill a true Sybile of our ſoulcs, ſo how retired ſocver her 
Mother kept her from the company of men, yet her wanton eye, conſpiring wich her laſcivious 
heart, made her the more deſirous thereof, and 'far the more licentiouſly , in regard ſhe was 
ſciftly forbidden it 5 fo as (not eo contradi@ or difſcmble the truch )I am here entorced to re» 
late and affirm, thar ſhe imparteth her favours upon two or three young Gentlemen of that Ci» 
ty , of her privat acquaintance, and is more familiar with them, then modefty can well wars 
rant, or chaſtity allow of. But there is a young Gallant of this City likewiſe (more _ 
birth, then-rich in cſtate and means ) named Don Belthazer.de Monfredo, who (decming Ceci 
liana as famous for her chaftity , as for ber beauty ) bears a fingular affeQion ro her; yea, his 
heart and thoughts are ſo fervently intangled in the ſnares of her delicious beauty , that in pab- 
lick and privat, in his d-fircs and wiſhzs, and in his ſpecch and ations he proclaims her tobe 
his Miſtreſs, and himſclf her ſervant; and if he aff.& and defire Cecilliena for his Wife, no leſs 
doth ſh: Monfieds forher Hausband; ſo that they many times by ſtealth meer and conferr privatly 
in remote'Churctics and Chapp-ls, ic b:ing rather a prophane than a religious cnftome of | 
Spain(whcrein H:aven is too much made to ftoop to Exrth,and Religion to impicty ) for men. 
ro court their intended wives, and (which is worſe) many times their Courtizans and Scrum 
pets. Cecillians { oftentimes warrented by her Mothers indiſpofation) can no ſooner take 
Coach to enjoy the pleaſure and bentfit of the freſh ayre abroad in the fragrant fields, but Mox- 
fredo afluredly meets her , where leaping from his Coach into hers ( leaving his Page to 
accompany her Wayting Gentlewoman in his ) they at firſt familiarly kiſs and confer,and 
in a few of theſe meetings at laſt cff:Qually reſolve to give themſelves each to other in the ſa- 
cred bonds of marriage ;'fo he gives her a rich Diamond Ring, and ſhe reciprocally returns 
him a pair of Gold Bracelets , in token of marriage, and they then and there ( calling God to 
witneſs ) very ſolemnly contraft themſclves man and Wifeyet for ſome ſollid reaſons , and im- 
portant conſiderations , which conduce to the better accompliſhing of their defices , they for a 
cime conclude to bzar it ſecretly and ſilently from all the world 3 and it is conclud:d and a- 
greed b:iwcenthem, that a monerh after,and nor before ,he (hill attempt ro (ſeek her publick] 
in marriage, both of her Mother the Lady Catberina, as alſo of her two Brothers Don Pedro 


and Don Martino. 


So 
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So when chis moneth is paſt over (which co theſe our two Lovers ſeems to be many ages) 
do very fairly and orderly ſeeks her of her Mother in marriage, and likewiſe (in tearms 
fitfor him to give, and them to receive Jacquaints her two Brothers with his ſute and affe&i- 
oatothcir Siſter, and with his beſt art and eloquence endeavoureth (on honourable tearms to 
in and parchaſe their conſents thereunto. As for her Mother , ſhe ( preferring wealth to 
Wh , and riches to content ) conſidering the weakneſs of Mcyfredo's cftate , the death of 
his parents , whereby ſhe ſees him deprived of all future hope to raiſe his fortunes, doth abſo= 
y deny to beſtow her Daughter on him in marriage; and the more to bewray her extream 
diftaſt of chis his ſuce and diſlike of himſelf, ſhe ( with much obftinacy and choller ) forbids 
him her Daughters company, and (with more incivility and indignation)conjures him to leave 
and forbcar her houſe , telling him ſhe bath already firmly ingaged her word and promiſeto 
Dan Alonſo Delrio, that he (hall ſhortly cſpouſe and marry her. Now although this ſharp an- 
fwcr of hers ſcem to nip Monfredo*s hopes and defires in their blofſoms, yet relying more on 
affection and conſtancy of the Daughter, than on the power or reſolution of the Mother, he 
and again (with a moſt reſpeRive and honourable importunity ) ſoliciteth her conſent; 
bac he ſecs it loft labour , becauſe ſhe is reſolute that her firſt ſhall be her laſt anſwer to him 
herein. As for her Brocher Don Pedro, he loves his Sifter ſo perfeAly, and her content ſo dearly, 
that he finds him to ſtand well affeFed to their aff:tions, and in regard of his love to her, and 
reſp:& ro him, that he utterly contemnes the motion and mention of Delrio; and therefore 
faithfully promiſcth Aoxfreds his beſt affiftance rowards his Mother for the effe&ing of their 
defires, But for her younger Brother , Don Martine , he finds a contrary nature and difpoſi- 
don in him; for he never loved , but hated his Siſter {eciliane, and therefore hates Monfredo 
"for her fake , and loves Delrio, becauſe he hears ſhe hates him, and ſo animates his Mother a- 
inſt then and thus he gives Monfredo cold anſwers , and ( the ſooner and better to convert 
his hop: into deſpair ) tels him plainly that Delrio muſt and ſhall marry his Siſter , andnone 
bathe, Thus Mozfreds departs, as glad of Don Pedro his love , as he is ſorrowtull for his 
Mother and Brother Dor Martins hatred. And here (to obſerve the better order in this Hi- 
tory , and likewiſe to give the curiofity of the Reader the fuller fatisfation ) it will riotbe 
improper , rather pertinent for us tounderftand, that Dox Detrio was alſo a well deſcended 
Gentleman of the ſame Cityfof Burgorzrich in Lands and monics,bue at leaft fifty five years old, 
bong a whitc hcad and Beard, of a hard and foure favour, and exceedingly Baker-legged; yer 
a old as he was, he was fo paſſionately enamoured of the freſh and ſweet beauty of Ceciliane, 
that hz chought her not too young to be his wife,nor himſelf roo old tobe her Husband , bur 
kd more by his luft than his Judgment, and encouraged by Don Catherine her Mother , for that 
his great lands and wealth wholly inclined and wei down her affe&ion towards him , he 
often viſiteth her Daughter Ceciliana , and with his beſt oratory and power ſecks and courts 
her aff:&ion in the way of marriage : but ſhe having her heart fixed on Monfredo's youth, and 
comely feature, ſhe highly (lights Delrio's frozen agezand difdaining to make her ſelf a May to 
this December, becauſe (he apparantly knew, and perfectly believed, that he was every way fitter 
for his Grave, than for her Bed 5 for it was Monſredogand only Aonfredo, whom her hcart had 
deftcd and choſen for her ſecond ſelf and Husband : And ſuppoſe (queth ſhe) than Monfreds 
be not ſo rich as Delrio, yet all Caſtile, yea all Spain well knows , that Dy deſcent and gene- 
he is far morenoble , and that there is ax great an Antitheſis and diſparity between the 
yertucs of the firſt , and the defeCts and imperfections of the laſt , as there is cen a Clown 
and a Captainc, and a Peaſant and a Prince z therefore let my Mother ſay what ſhe will , Detrio 
what he can , or my Brother Martino what he dare, yet they ſhall ſee, and the world know, 
that | will be wife ro none but Aonfreds, and that cicher he , or my Grave ſhall be my Huf- 
band. 


But the Lady Catherins her Mother ( notwithſtanding her Daughtersaverſnes and obftina- 
ie Jlaies her charge and blcſſing upon her te forſake Monfredo , and take Delrio , urging to 
herthe poverty of the one , and the wealth of the other , what delights and contentments the 
lat will give her, and what afflitions and miſery the firft do threaten her: but the affection of 
Cecilhens is till fo firmly fixcd , and ſtrongly ſettled and cymentced on her Monfreds, that ſhe 
i8deafto theſe requeſts , and blind to theſe reaſons of her Mother , in ſecking to difſwade her 
from him,and in conſenting and perſwading her to accept of Delrio for her Husbandz and al» 
though her Mother follow her in all places as her ſhaddow , and haunt her ar all cimes as her 
Ghoſt, rodraw- her hereunto , yer ſhe ftill finds her Danghter as reſolute to deny , as (h: is im- 
portunire to requeſt it of her, vowing that ſhe will rather wed her ſelfro a Nunnery , than to 
Detrio , whom ſhe ſaith ſhe cannot aff-& , and therefore peremptorily diſdaineth to marry. Her 
Mother ſeeing her Daughter thus conſtantly and willfu _—_ perſeverc in her obſtinacy __ 
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her defires , ſhe (with much choller and "grief ) relates from point to point to her Son Doy 
Martino what had paſt batweenthem 3 whom ſhe knew did as much love Detrio, and hate 
Mon'redo, as her eldeſt Son Don Pedro hated Delrio, and loved Monfredo for their Silter in mar. 
riage. Martino takes advantage of this occafion and opportunity , and thinking to give two 
blowes with one ſtone, by croſſing his Siſter in her aff:&tion ; and his Brother in his defigney 
and wiſh:s , doth now more than ever incenſe his Mother againſt her ,aIlcadging that it would 
be a far greater honour , and leſs ſcandall to their Name and Houſe , that (he were rather mar. 
ricd to a Nunnery , than a Beggar, and with many powerfull reaſons, and artificiall perſwafi. 
ons, ſtrives to make her inclinable to this projeR, and flexible to this reſolution of his, as in« 
decd in a little time fhe doth : For the Mother being thus wedded to her will, and therein now 
confirmed by the (lic policy , and fortifi:d by the ſubrile infinuation of her Son Don Martino,ſhe 
hercupon conſtantly reſolves to berake and give her Daughter to' God and the Church , aftir. 
ming that ſhe ſhall never reap any truc content in her thoughts, nor peace in her heart, before 
ſhe ſee her Cloyſtered up and eſpouſed to a Nunnery. But this compatt of theirs is not ſo cloſe. 
ly carricd between them, but the vigilancy of Dox Pedro! whoſe aff:Qion and gare aimes to give 
Aonfredo and his Siſter content) hath perfc& notice and intclligence hereof, the which fora 
time hc holds fit to conceal from them both 3 when firmly purpoling to prevent ir, and foto 
croſs his Mother and Brother, who herein dclizhe and glory to croſs him, he berhinks himſclf 
of an invention (worthy of himſelf ) how and which way to cffc& it. He ſends for Doy 
Alenſo Delrio to the Cordeliers Church, and there relates him the friendſhip he bears him, that 
he will not ſce him run himſelf into an crrour in ſecking his Sifter Cec:{{iane in marri 
whom heknows he cannot poſlibly obtain z She (to his knowledge) being already firmly con- 
trafted to Minfredo, notwithſtanding all that his Mother and Brother Dou Martino have (aid 
or can do tothe contrary- Delrio heartily thanks Don Pedro tor the cxpreſſion of this love to 
him , the which he affiems he ſhall ever find him ready both to deſerve and r:quitez when 
meaſuring the time future by the preſent, aud of Cecilliane's blooming youth by his weather- 
beaten and blaſted age, he vows to Don Pedro, that he will heneeforth no more deſire or ſeek 
his Siſter in marriage 3 nor yet ſpeak with her, or come near his Mother or Brother 3 fo thay 
buſineſs is for ever daſhed, and receives an end, almoſt as ſoon as a beginning. The which 
Don Martino(out of hisdcep reach and politick pate) underſtanding, and knowing that thig 
falliug off of Delrio, from farther ſecking his Siſter in marriage, proceeded wholly from the ſe 
cret undermining of his Brother Dox Pedroghe is extreamly in choller againſt him for the ſame; 
andſo (with more paſſion than diſcretion }) goes and chargeth him herewith : Whereupon 
theſe two Brothers Ell at great contention and variance , and many bitter words and outragi 
ous ſpeeches here interchangeably paſs between them, therepetition whereof I think ( 
bury in filence , becauſe it matters not much togive it a place in this Hiſtory; only (to dealon 
generals ) I muſt ſay that Dox Pedro was high , and Dox# Martino hot , and that the firſt (pake 
not ſo much as he dared, and the laft dared not ſo much as he ſpake. Bur this tongue com» 
batc of theirs was ſo violent and bluſtcrous, as the iſſue thereof redounding to Don Pedres glory 
and generoſity, and to Don Martine's ſhame and baſeneſs , and Martino finding that he bad more 
will chan power to be now revengcd hereof on his Brother , he is inflamed with choller and 
revenge againft him for the ſame, as conſulting wich Satan, not wich God, he is ſo revenge» 
full and inhumanc, as he wiſheth his ſaid Brother in Heaven, and from thenceforth plotieth 
wich himſclf how co finiſhit, reaſoning thus uncharitably and damnably with himſelfe z That 
he being dead,and his pon a mewcd up in and Nunnery he ſhall chen be ſole, Heir and 
Lord to all the Lands and Eſtate which his Father left him. 

Thus in the heat of his choller, and the fumes of his revenge againſt his Brother Dox Pedro, 
he repayres to his Mother, informs her how ic is he and his ©olicic which hath beaten off 
Deldio trom ſecking his Siſter Cecillians in marriage, and that through his cloſe treacherow 
dealing , he hath prevailed with him for ever to abandon her ; yea, he here leaves no inven» 
tion unaffayed to incenſe his Mothet againſt his Brother z nor means unattempted to inflame 
her againft his Sifter , by ftill pucting her in mind of his raſbneſs towards Detrio , and for ber 
diſobedicnce towards her ſelf ; and here (he remembring his own avaririous cnds)doth again 
modeſtly perſwade, and then again importunatly pray his Mother to conftitute her to a Nun- 
nery ; whcreunto (az)e have formerly und:rſteod)he knows ſhe is already reſolutely bent and 
reſolved When ſhc(bcing vanquiſhed with her own deſires , and his myo one promiſ- 
cth him very ſhortly to cff:& ir. But firſt ſhe ſends for her Son Dox Pedro, and ina language 
ofthuuder rebukes and checks him for his double crime, in difſwading Delrio from ſo ſudden» 
Iy forſaking his Siſter , and in perſwading ſo ftrongly to affe& Monfredo, adding withall, that 
notwithſtardling his treachery and policic, and her ingratctull diſobedicnce to her, _—_ 

violably 
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violably relolved ſhortly co ſend Afontredo to ſeek another wife, and to give and betake her to 
no another Husband than a Nunnery, Dox Pedro, holding it hisduty to entertain this choller 
and theſe ſpeeches of his Mother rather with mudclly than paſſion, returns her this anſwer,that 

he hath nor laid, nor done any thing to Detrio, but what he can well jufiific with his cbe- 
dience to her, and his honour to the whole world ; that his aff-Qtion ro his S'fters preſent con» 

rent, and care of her furure proſperity, makes him aſſume this belief and confidence, that Del- 
ris is as unworthy of her , as ſhe worihily beſtowed on Dox Monfredo , and therefore that it is 

both pity and ſhame , that the wealth of che firſt ſhould be preterred to the nobility and gene- 

roſiry of the ſecond z he prayes her to conſider , that as Cecilliana is her Daughter , (o ſhe is his 

Siitcr, and that he is ſo well acquainted with her diſpoſition and ſecrets, asnot to difſemble 

her the truth , he holds hzr far more fit to make a Wite than a N::nne , and a Nunnery therefore 

(every way ) cobe improper for her, and ſhe for itz that he is not ignorant that it is the policic 

or rather the malice ot his Brother Don Martino, which hath wroaghe theſe falſe impreſſions in- 
her belicf againſt himſelf, and this her uncharitable reſolution againſt his Siſter ; for which 

baſe treachery and ingraricude of his , it he thought him as worthy of his care , as he knows he 

is of his ſcorn, he would not faile ro call him to a ſtrift account for the ſame, but that Nature 

and Grace preſcribe him contrary rules. Dona Catherine being far more capable to diſtaſte, 

than to r<lith this bold anſwer of her Son Don Pedro,.*.d concenting her (elf to have now deli- 

yered him her mind and reſolution at full, ſhe leaves himgand finds out his Brother Martino, 

towhom ſhe parCually rcJates what had paſt berween her,and his Brother Don Pedro; wherecat 

he isa freſh ſo netled with choller,and int amed wich revenge againſt him , as what before he 

hach deſperatly plortcd and reſolved againſt his lifeghe now vows and ſwears ſhortly to execute, 

whereat his bluody choughts { without intermiſſion ) aime and tend, and next there- 

neo h2 dcfices nothing ſo much , as to ſee his Siſter made a vowed and vayled 

Siſter, 

Whiles thus his Mother and himſclf are deep in conference , and bufic in conſultation how to 
eff:& and compals theſe their diffcrent defignes; Don Pedro goes to his Siſter Cecilliana, finds 
out Adonfredozaud tothem both (inc -rely delivers what hath pait berween his Mother , his Bro- 
ther, and himſelf, in their bchalis; yea, it is a jeſt (both worthy, and well beſeeming his laugh- 
ter)to ſee how between carneſt and jeſt, he tels his Siſter { in preſence of her lover Moufreds) 
that ſh: muſt ſhorely prepare her (clfe for a Nunnery , for that their Brother Don iMartino hath 
decreed it , and their Mother Don Caiberina (worn it : At this pleaſant paſſage and conceipt of 
Don Pedro, Cecilliana cannot retrain from bluſhing , nor Monfredo from ſmiling :; for i 
each on other wirh the eyes of one and the ſame tender aff:E&ion and conſtancy , he ſmiles to 
ſee her tyJuſh and ſhe again blaſhzth to ſee him ſmile hereat, here ſhe tels her Brother Dox Pedro 

ainly , and h-r lover Mon/redo pleaſantly , that ſhe will deceive her Mothers bopes , and her 

her Don Martino's delires,in thinking tomake her a Cloyftred Sitter , when again meta- 
morphofing the ſnow white Lillies of her checks into bluſhing Damask Roſes , ſhe with a mo» 
deft pleaſantn:(s, dircQing her ſpeech to Mcxfrede(who then lovingly led her in the Garderi vy 
her arme)tcls him, that his houſe ſhe uld be the N-innery, his armes the Cloyfter , and 
the Saint, to whom (cill death) ſhe was ready to proffer up, and ſacrifice bath her affeftion and 
her (elf 3 that as ſhe did not hate, bur loye the profeſſiion of a Nunne in others, ſo for his 
fake ſhe could not love , but hate ic in her ſelf, adding withall, that for confirmation 
hereof (ifit were his pleafureYſhe was both ready and willing to pur her ſcIf into his proteRti= 
on; and to repoſe her honour in the confidence of his faithfull affeFion and integrity towards 
her: 
Monfredo firſt kiſſing hergthen infinicly thanking her for this true demonſtration of her dear 
and conftant aff:Qtion to him , when again intermixing kifſcs with ſmileg,and ſmiles wich kiſ- 
ſes , he ſwears to her, in preſence of God, and her Brother D'# Pedro, that if the Lady her Mo» 
ther wholly abandon her , or reſolve to commit her to a Nunnery, he will receive and cnter- 
tain her in his poor houſe with delight and joy, and preſerve her honour equally with his 
own life, and that in all things(as well for the time preſentgas the future) he will ſteer his aQi- 
. ons by the ftarr of her defire, and the compaſs of her preſent Brother Don Pedros commands: 
for which free and faichfull courtchic of his, Cecillians thanks him, and no leſs doth Don Pe» 
dro, who in requicall hereof makes him a gencrall and generous tender of his b-ft power and, 
ſervice to aft and conſummate his dcfires 3 and fo for that time , and with this reſolution 
they pert cach from other , leaving the progreſs of their aff:Qions, and the ſuccefſe thereof 
web time, but chiefly to God, whom they all ccligiouſly invocate to bleſs their defignes 
io , 


Leave 
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Leave we them for a while and come we now again (curſorilie) to ſpeak of their Mother 
Dona Catherine , and of Don Martizotheir Brother , who being the Oracle from whom ſhe de- 
derives aud dire&s all her reſolutions, ſhe is till conſtant to her ſelf , and therefore till vehe« 
mently bent againſt her Son Dox Pedro, her Daughter C ecillana and Monfreds, { wearing both 
ſolemnly and fcriouſly , that ſhe will rather dye , than live to ſce him her Son in Law: and 
yet whatſoever Don Martin» do ſay, or can alleadge to her to the contrary , the yet loves Day 
Alonſo Delris ſo well, and her Daughter Cecilliania ſo deerly y that before ſh: will arterypr to 
Cloyſtcr her up in a Nunnery , the hoping to reclaim him to affcCt her, and co revive his ſuie 
of marciage, doth by a Geritleman ker ſervant ſend him this Lerter. 


CATHERINA.co DELRIO. 


Am wholly ignorant why thou thus forſakeſt thy affeQGion and ſute to my Danghter Cecilliana, 

whereof , before I am reſolved by thee, I bave many reaſons to ſuſpe and think, that it was a; 
ſeigned as thy promifes and Oaths pretended it to be fervent. Sure I amthat as envie cannot eclipſe 
the fame of ber vertues towards the world, ſo Truth dares not contraditt the ſincerity of my well wi. 
ſhes and affetizous towards thee , in defiring to make thee her Husband, and her thy wife. Her poor 
beauty (which thou ſo often ſworeſt thy bear; ſo deerly admired and adored ) hath loſt no part of its 
lujtre,, but is the ſame till; and ſ6 am I , who bave ever wiſhed, and ever will faithſully deſire,that 
of all men of the world, thy ſelf only may live to enjoy it. If thou think her affeQ1on be bent any other 
way, thou doeit her no right , but offer a palpable wrong to thy own judgment, and to my knowledge : 
Or if thou imagine the Portion be 100 ſmall, which I promiſed to give, and thou ro receive with her in 
marriage, thou ſhalt command that augmentation from me , which none but thy ſelf ſhall ever have 
cauſe to requeſt , or power toobtain 3 yea, thou ſhalt find , that for the finiſhing end conſummating of 
ſo good a work ( which thcu ſo much deſerveſt , and I ſo much deſire) I will willingly be contextedto 
znrich ber fortunes with the impoveriſhing of mine own, If thou ſend me thine Anſwer hereunto, ] 
ſhall take it for an argument of thy unkindneſs : but if thou bring it thy ſelf , I will ejteem it as ou of 
thy true reſpetis andafſedion to me. 


CATHERINA. 


Don Martino bing ſolicited and charged by his Lady Mother likewiſe to write *cffcQually 
to Delrio toreturn to ſeck his Sifter Cecillrane in marriage, yet notwithſtanding drawn there- 
unto for his own covetons ends, ſecretly to defire and wiſh that he might never marry her, but 
ſhe a Nunnery, he therefore to that effe& writes , and ſends bim a moſt diflembling ahd hypo- 
criticall Letter by the ſame Mcficnger , to accompany hers , but he is fo reſerved and fine, as he 
purpoſely conceals the fight and reading thereof from his Mother. This Letter of his, which 
Was as falſe. and double as himſelf, reported this language. 


MARTINO t DELRIO. 


M57 ever obliging me to efteem my Mothers requeſts as commands , I therefore adventure thee 
this Letter , as deſiring to know who or what hath ſo ſuddenly withdrawn thee, or thy affefli« 
on from my Siſter Cecilliana. Thou canſt not be ignorant of my hearty well wiſhes and love to thee in 
obt aining her to thy wife; and yet it is not poſſible for the to conceive , much leſs believe, the bun« 
dretbpart of the bitter ſpeeches, which I bave been inforced to receive and pack up,from ber & my Bro- 
ther Don Pedrosfor deſiring and wiſhing it. T kuow that inſorced affeions prove commonly more fatall 
than ſortunate , and more ruinons than proſperous ; therefore 1 am ſo far from any more perſwading 
thee to ſeth ber in marriage, that T leave each of you to your ſelves , and both unto God. And to the 
end thou mayſt ſee bow much the Lady my Mother affetis thy ſate, and diſt aſts that of Monfredo to wy 
Sifter , ſhe upon thy forbearence and abſence hath vowed unto Ged,that if thou be not, he ſhall not, but / 
& Nunnery muſt be her Hushand. My Mother is deſirous to ſee thee, and my ſelf to ſpeak, with theez 
but becauſe marriages ought firſt to be made in Heaven , before conſummated on Earth, therefore 
thou knoweft far better than my ſelf, that in all ations (eſpecially in marriage ) it isthe duty of 4 
Chriftiam to wait o# Gods ſecret providence, and to attend his ſacredpleaſure with patience. 


MARTINO. 
Delris 


fiſt XX. eM onſredo and Cecillians 


Detrioreccives and reads cheſe ewo Letters , and(conſalting chem with his j 1dgmenc ) tings 
that chey look roo diffrent wayes 3 for Done Catberina the Mother would marry her Daugh- 
ter ro him(clf, bur nor to Monſreds, and her Son Martino aimes and defircth to have her mar+ 
ried toa Nunnery, and nor to bimſclf; wherein wealth nd coverouſnels are the chiefeſt ends 
and ambition of them both , wichout having any reſpeQ to the young Ladies content, or re» 
eard co her fatisfaftion ; and alchougb the ſpeech which Don Pedro,delivercd him in the Cordes 
liefi( or Gray Friers ) Church, have ſo much wroughr"wich his affection , and ſo powerfully 
prevailed with his reſolution, that he will no farther ſeck Cecilliane in marriage , yerin'com- 
mon courtefic and civility he holds himſelt bound to anſwer their two Letters , the which he 


doth, and returns them by cheir own Meſſenger. That to the Lady Catherine had theſe words: 


DELRIO to CATHERINA, 


Hongh you ſuſpelt my ſincerity , yet if you will beleive the truth , you ſhall find, that the afſet1. 
on which I inteuded the Lady Cecilliana your Daughter was fervent, not feigned; and becauſe 
you are deſirous to know the reaſons why 1 forbear to ſeek her in marriage, Ican give you no other but 
this, that I kyow ſhe is too worthy to be my wife , and believe that I am not worthy enough to be her 
Huihand: fo though envie ſhould dare to be ſo ignorant , yet it cannot poſſibly be ſo malicious 3 either 
jo ecclipſ, the luſtre 0; her beauty , or the fame of her vertues, fith the one is ſo ſweet a graceto 
the other , and both ſo precious ornaments to her ſelf, that infinit others beſides my ſelf bold it as great 
eprophaneneſs not 10 adore the laſt, as « happineſs to ſee and admire the firſt, For your affe ion in 
defiring my ſelf bers, and ſhe mine in marriage, I can give you 10 other requitall but thanks for the 
oiſont , and my  progers and ſervice for the future. How your Daughter bath , or will diſpoſe of 
0 #:tion, God and her ſelf beſt know 3 and therefore I ſhall do ber right, end your knowledge and 
my judgment no wrong, rather to proclaim my ignorance, than my cariofity berein : but this T aſſure 
you , that if hers to me had equallized mine to hers, I ſrould then thank fully have _ and joyfully 
received her with « far leſs portion than you wold have given me with her, To your ſelf T wiſh much 
proſperity ,and t0 the Lady your Daughter all happineſs. I muſt return you this mine anſwer by mine 
ton ſervant, and whether you makes it an argument of my unkindn:ſs, or affetion , in pleaſing your 
ſelf you ſhall no way diſpleaſe me. . 


DELR1O. 


His Letter to Don Martino ſpake thus, 
DELRIO co MARTINO. 


fo” (by my Leteer) given the Lady thy mother the reeſens why T deſiſt from any farther ſeeking 
by Sifttr Cecilliana 1m marriage ; and becauſe I know ſhe will acquaint thee therewith, there= 
fare 1 hope they will ſuffice both for thee and her. I am as thankfull to thee for thy well wiſhes to 
: have obtained her for my wife, as I grieveto underſtand that thau bait received any bitter ſpeeches , 
either from her or thy Brother Don Pzdro, for wy ſake, it reioyceth me to ſee thee of the opinion, that 
inforced marriages prove commonly fatall and ruinous , in which belief and truth, if thou and 1 
mother perſevere, I hope you will eſpouſe your Siſter to Don Monfredo, and ot to « Nuxnery, becauſe 
if I am wot miſ- informed) her affefions ſuggeſt and aſſure ber , that ſhe ſhall receive as much content 
m the firſt, as miſery from the ſecond. As thy mother is deſirous toſee me, ſo am T to ſerve her, and 
iſe thy ſelf 3 and as thou writeſt religiouſly and truly, that marriages ſhould firft be made in Heas 
ven are ſolemnized in Earth; ſo, doubtleſs, God bath reſerved thy Sifter for a far better Husband than 
Delrio, and him for « far worſe wife then Cecilliana : And rhus (as a Chriſtian) Irecommend ber 
with zeal to the providence, and my ſelf with P atience to the Pleaſure of Almighty God. 


£8 DELRIO. 

When in regard of his former aff:Qtion,and future reſpef, devored to the beauty and ver- 
tues of Cecilliene, and ſeeing her ſelf her Mather an1 Brother Don Martins bent to diſpoſe 0+ 
therwiſe of her in Marriage, he will yet be ſo jealous of her good, and ſo carefull of his own 
honour and reputation, as he holds himſelf obliged to take his leave of her by Letter , fich nor 
in perſon , and foto recommend her and her good fortunes to God; the which he doth, and 


Bkis Letter to the ſame B:arer , but with a particular charge and ſecret inſtrutions " de. 
iver 
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liver very privatly into the Lady. (ecilliane's hands, wichour the gknowledge cither of thee 
Muchzr,or Brother Dan Martino, which he faichtully-promiſed to perform : His ſaid Letterto 
bce ,was charged wich theſe lincs, 


DELRIO to-CECILLIANA. 


J Eing heretofore informed by our Brother Don Pedro of your dear affe®ion toDon 
onfiedo, and your conſtant reſolution to make him your Furband, I held 
jelf bound, out of «ue regard to you, and firme promiſe to him, to ſurceaſe my ſutey 
cu , and( becauſe the ſhorteſt errours are ever beſt no more to ſtrive to make impoſſitz. 
lities poſſuble, in perſevering ts ſeek you in marriage , whom I ſee ( Heaven and Earth 
have conſpired ) another muſt obtain andenjoy : nd mhen'1 look from my age toyag 
youth, and from that to Monfredo's, I am ſo far from condemning your choyce,, a5 
both approve and applaud it , praying you to be as refolute in this confidence, as Tan 
confid.nt -in this reſolution , that my beſt prayers and wiſhes ſhall ever wiſh you thehef 
projperities.. And tothe end you may perceive that my former affectien fhall ſtill el, 
plend and (h/ne to ym in my future reſpect, Tcannot, I will not conceale the knowledy, 
of this truth from you, that by Letters wbich right now "by this Fearer) I received 
from the Lady your Mother and Brother Don Maitino, they have ſome exorbit 
and irregular deſign in contemplation , ſhortly to reduce into action, againſs the an 
Jency of your youth axd beauty, and the ſweetneſs of your content and tranquillity; 
which hawſoever (to your ſelf and the world ) they ſeem to fhaddow and over-vail with 
falſe colours , yet although they make Religion the pretext, you ( you Jpeedily prevent 
it not ) will in theend find that their malice to your lover Monfredo is the true an 
only cauſe thereof. God hath endued you with a double happineſs , in giving you mn 
excellent wit to ſecond and imbelliſh your exquiſite beauty, whereanto if in this aj 
you take the advice of your beſt fr iend Montredo, and follow that of your noble 3 
Don Pedro, you wll ther have no cauſe to donbt , but all the reaſons of the worldty 


aſſure your ſelf that your affections and fortunes will in the end ſucceed according to m 
prayers , and your merits and expectation. 


DELRIO, 


The M. (-nyer fi & publicily delivereth the two former Letters to his Lady Dona Cathering, 

and her Son Dau Martino, and then privatly the. other tothe young Lady Cecilliana, accord 
to his provite 2nd Don Delriv's requeſt: As for the Mother, ſh: grieves to ſee that Delrio 
not be reclaimed, bur hath quite torſaken her Daughter 3 Bur for her Son Din Martino hey 
exceeding joyfull hereof? 3 for gow he is confident, that (according to his plot his Mother ape. 
on Delrio's refuf-Il , will(in mcer malice to Moxfredo)) afſuredly commit his Siſter toa Nays 
nery : Thus if h:obrainhis ends and d-hices , he cares not who miſstheirs. As for Cecillians 
ſh: doth not a little rejoyce at Delriv's Letter to her, and at his conftant reſolution to wp 
commic her to Monfre1s ; y:a th: reputes his advice to hier concerning her Mother, and her 
Brother Don AMzrtino's intended diſcourtelje rowards her. to much reſpe& and honour. $$ 
—Acquaints her Brother Don Pedro; and her Manfredo with this Letter of Delrio, whonow plaitly 

fee their Mother and Brothers former reſolution confirmed , in aiming and intending to make 
Cecilliana 2 holy Siſter , whereat chey agaia langh and. jeſt at her , and ſhe to them), for 
their hearrs and thoughts they all know, andrefolve to preyent it. But they cannof bur highly 
approve of Delris's noble refpeCt and true difcretiou, in being fo conftant to give over his fltt 
to her , and yzt ſocourtcous and honeſt towards them all in this his kind and reſpcAfull Letter 
to Cecilliane; th: which above the other two, ſhe cheerfully receives z and joyfully w:lcomy 


that ſh: reſolves ſh: can (in honour) do no leſs, than return his complement, and anſwer. his 
'Lecrer with one of hzr own to him, the which ſh: doth in theſe tearme. | 


CECIL 
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CECILIANA w DELRIO. 


V . THat my Brother Don Pedro informed you concerning Monfredo and my ſel}, was tle very 
, truth and ſincerity of thoſe affefiions wherewith God hath inſpired our | earts , and ſettled 
our reſolutions each to other. As I was never doubttull of your well-wiſhes and love, ſo newT lam 
got 4 litle thankful to you for your dear reſpedt towards me, in approving my chozceg and inpr aying 
to God to make it proſperous , whereas the obſtinacy of my Lady Mather , and the malice of my Bra« 
ther Don Martino (without ground'or reaſon) affirm it muſt needs prove ruinous. I hare her crofore 
been advertiſed, and now (by your care of me , and re'\pelt to me which clearly reſplends and ſhines in 
your Letter )am fully confirmed that my ſaid Mother «nd Brother have ſome undeſerved defgne ;« 
Lainſt me , and my content ; and altbough my posr beauty and ſilly wit no way deſerve thoſe excellcar 
praiſes of your pen , yet my keart ſhall conſult wh Don Pedro kow to bear my ſelf in this ſo peighty 
and important a buſineſs , whereon ( although the cauſe be malice, and the pretext Keligiin ) I know 
t either my future content or affltion , my happineſs or my miſerygin the mean time I will pray 

thoſe who vitiouſly hate me, and honour thoſe whs zertuouſly offet and honwour me. Of which laſt 
member , I ingeniouſly and gratefully acknowledge , that your generoſity, not my merits bath condignly 


made you Ones 
CECILIANA, 


; When ſhe had diſpatched this Letter to Delrio, th:n Monſredo by her conſent , and the advice 
of her Brother Dov Pedro, holds it very. re<quittte now once againe. to found the aff:Rion , and 
to feel the pulſe of their Mother Dona Catherina's reſolution towards him, to ſee whetaer yea or 
no ſhe will pleaſe to give him her Daughter in marriage 3 and itis agre: d of all ſides between 
them , that at the very thme and hour which he goes there, that ſhe and her Bzother Dox Pedro 
will purpoſely abſent themſelves , and ride abroad in their Coach, to take the aire, which they 
do. To:this cff:& Monfreds takes his Coach , and gocs direGly to the Lady Catberiza's houſe, 
.and ſends up hisname to her, as defiring to have the honour to ſalute her, and kif$ her hand; 
but ſhe is ſo cnraged and tranſported with choller at his arrival and meſſage, asſhe ſends him 
down a flat and peremptory deniall, That ſhe will not ſee him, and as formerly ſhe prayed, o 
now ſhe commands him to depart, and ever hereafter to forbear her Houſe. An anſwer fo un- 
kind and uncivill, that Moufreds well knows not whether he have reaſon to digett ic with mere 
choller or laughter 3 ſo returning her anſwer by her Waiting-gentlewoman, that he will obcy 
her commands , and no more trouble «ther her Houſe or her patience, y-t that he will ſtill re- 
main her moſt humble ſervant, and although ſhe refuſe to ſee him, that he will ever pray for 
her long life and proſperity : Dox Martino is now at home, 7nd laughs in his (l:cveas a Giplic, 
to ſce whatbrave entertainment his Mother gives Monfredo , he expeQtrh alſo that he ſhould 
vifichim, but becauſe his Mothers ftomack is ſo high, theretore he cannot deſcend fo low, ag 
owing him no ſuch duty and ſervice, and fo takes Coach and away 3 and knowing where Don 
Pedro and his Miſtreſs Cecilliane were , in the fi:lds, he drives away preſently to them, and 
very pleafancly relates them the whole long tory of their Mothers ſhort entertainment to him, 
which adminiſtreth matter of laughter ro them all, and far the more, in regard neither of them 
expeftcd leſs; ſo Morfredo ſtaying an hour or two with them in the ficlds, and then bringing 
them to the Gates of the City,they for that time take their leave cach of other , andall appoing 
to mecr the next day after dinner, in the Garden of the Augu/tine Friers, and there to provide 
and reſolve for their affairs , againſt the diſcontent of their Mother , and the malice of their 
Brother Don Martino. X 
The next morning , the Lady Catherina (ſtorming at Monfredos yefterdayes preſumption and 
boldneſs )ſends for her Daughter Cecilliana into the Garden to her, as being fully reſolved tg 
deal eff:Qtually with her for ever to forſake Monfredo, or it ſhe cannot, then to commit her to a 
Nunnery, She comes, when ( in great privacy and efficacy ) ſhe layes before her the poverty 
of Monfredo, the which ſhe athirmes will bring her ro more miſery than ſhe can expeR orthink 
of, or indeed which ſhe deſerves, at leaſt if ſhe be nor ſo wilfull co ruine her ſelf and her for- 
tnnes , as ſh: is to preſerve them. - Cecilliane now ſeeing her mother bent to play her prize a+ 
the merits and honour of her Monfredo, and therefore againſt the content and feliciry 
which ſhe expeRts to enjoy by enjoying him , ſhe no longer able to brook or digeſt it, cuts her 
off with this reply , that (her duty expected) it is in vain for her , cither to ſeek to diſparage 
Moefredo or any way of the world to attempt to withdraw her affe&tion from him, and there- 


fore with much obſervance and reſpeR prayes her to affe&t and honour him, if not for his 
: own 
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, Er 
own lake, yet forhers. H:r Lady mother weeps to lee her Daughter thus obſtinate (ſh: might 
have ſaid chus conſtant )in her aff:ftion to Moxjredo, and theretore( with frowns in her looks, 
and anger in her eyes) [h: thunders out a whole Catalogne of diſpraiſes and recriminationg 
againſt him; and becauſe yet ſhe deſpaircrh to prevaile with her hereby, ſhe now ( thinking ig 

high time): reſolves todivert and change the ſtream of her aff-CQtion trom him co God, andfo 
at laſtco mew and betake her to a Nunnery , whercon her defires and intentions havef@ 
long ruminated, and ker wiſhes and vows aimed at : to which end calming the ſtorms ot hee 
tongue, and compoting hcr countenance to x and picty , ſhe with her beſt art and cl6. 
quence ſpeaks to her thus 3 That in regard ſhe will not accept of Don Delris for her Husband, 
with whom ſh: might have enjoyed proſperity, content, and glory , but will rather marry 
Mm'redo, trom whom ſhe can , and muſt expc nothing bur poverty, grief, and repentance, 
ſhe therefure (out of her naturall regard of her, and tender affeRion to her jhath by the direQt> 
on of God , bcthought her ſelf of a medium between both, which is to marry neither of 
bu: in a religious and ſanRified way to eſpouſe her ſelf ro God and his holy Church; when 
thinking to have taken time by the torclock.Nlhe depainteth her the felicity and beatirude of a 
Nuns profeſſion and life, ſo pleafing to God and the World, to Heaven and Earth, to Angeh 
and men : When her Daughter Cecilliana being tyred and diſcontented with this poor and rj. 
diculous Oration of hers , ſhe lifting up her eycs co Heaven ,with a modeſt boldneſs, yet with 
a bold truth, interrupts her mother chus , that God hath inſpired ker heart to affe&t Monfreds 
ſo dcearly,and to love him fo tenderly , as ſhe will rather content her (clf co beg with himythan 
to live wich Delrio in the greateſt proſperity which cither this lite or this world can afford her; 
that although ſhc had no bad opinion of Nuns , yet that neither the conſtitution of her k 
much lc{s of mind , was proper for a Nunnery, or a Nuunery for her ; in whichregard, ſhe had 
rachcr pray for thcm then with them, and honor then imitate them : when the Lady her mo« 
ther, notable ro contain her ſelf in paticnec , much leſs in filence, at this audaci and as ſhe 
thought 0 __ of her Daughter , ſhe wich much choller and ſpleen dem a reaſon 
ofcheſe her exorbitant ſpeeches. When her Daughter no way dcjetting her looks to 
bat rather advancing and raiſing them to Heaven, requites her with this anſwer z That ic is not 
the body , but the mind, not the flcſh, but che ſoul, which is chicfly requiſice and required to 
give our ſeſves toGod and his Church 3 that to throw , or which is worſe ) to permi 
one ſelves £0 be thrown on the Church through any cauſe of c int, or motion of di 
ordiſcontent, is an a& which favourcth more of prophaneneſs then picty, and more of Earth 
than Heaven; that as Gods power , ſo his preſence is not to be confined or tyed to any place, 
for that his Center is every where, and therefore his circum/er:nce no where ; that God is in 
Zgypt,as well as in Paleftine or Hieruſalem, ard that Heaven is as ncar us, and we Heaven,in a 
hos houſe,as ina Monaſtery or Nunnery; that it is not the place which ſanRificth the bean 
and ſoul , but they the place; and that Churches and Cloyſters have no p:iviledge or 
to keep out fin, If we by our own lively faith, and God by his all-ſaving grace do not, Which 
ſpcech of hers as ſoon as ſhe had delivered , and ſeeing that the Lady her Mother was more ca- 
pable to anſwer her thcreunto with filence than reaſon, ſhe making her a low reverence , and 
craving her excuſe, departs from her, and leaves her here alone in the Garden to her ſelf and 
her Muſes. | 
Her Mother having a little walked out her choller, in ſceing her Daughters firmreſolution 
not to become a Nun 3 ſh: Jeaves the Garden and retires to her Chamber , where ſending for 
her Son Martino, ſhe relates him at full what conference had there paſt between his Sifter and 
her (elf, who likewiſe is muck perplexcd and grieved hereat, as putting their heads and 
wits together, they wichin a day or two, vow to provide a remedy for this her obſtinancy and 
wilfullneſs. As for Cecilliana, (he likewiſe reports this verball conference, which had paſtbe- 
tween her Mother and her ſelf, to her Brother Dox Pedro, and Moyfredo, when ( according to 
promiſc)they met that afternoon in the Auguftines Garden , who exceedingly laughe thercats 
and yet again fearing Icft the malice of their Brother Don Martino towards them , might 
cauſe his Mother coufe ſome violence or induranceto her, and ſo to make force extore that 
from her will, which fair means could not, they bid her toaffume a good courage , and be 
cheerfull and generous, promifing her that if her mother attempeedit, that Monfredos ſhould 
ſteal her away by night, and that hc, as he is Dox Pedro hee Brother , will :fſiſt her in her eſcape 
and flight 5 whereon they all reſolve with hands, and conclude with kiffcs : neither did their 
doubts prove vain,or their far & ſuſpition deccive'them herein; for her incenſed mother beirg 
reſoluce in her will, and wilfull in hcr ebſtinacy,to make her Daughter a Nunyſhe ſhuts her up ig 
hes Chamber, makes it no lefsthen herpriſon , and her Brother Doy Martino ber Guard:any 
or rather her Goaler. Poor C:cilliane now exceedingly weeps and gricves at this crucley of 
her 
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her Mother and Brother Don Martine, which as yet her dear Brother Don Pedro cannot re- 
medy , by perſwading or prevailing with them to releaſe her; he acquaints Moxfrede with it, 
they both ——— » find no better expedient co free her from this domefticall impriſonment, 
than counterſcitly to give her Mother to underſtand and believe, that her Daughter hath now 
changed ber mind, and that {by Gods dircQion) ſhe is fully reſolved ro abandon Monfredo, 
and ſo to ſpznd and end her dayes in a Nunnery ; but comrariwiſe, they refolveto fetch her 
away by night, and without dclay. Accordingly hercunto Cecilliang afts brr part well, and 
pretends now to this ſpirituall will and reſolution of her Mother , as before ſhe was diſobedl- 
ent. Hcr Mother infinitly rejoycerh at this her converſion, and no leſs {or rather more )doth 
her Brother Don Martino, who to fortific and confirm her in this her religious reſolution , 
they ſend ſome Friers and Nuns to perſwade her to appoint the preciſe day for her chtrance 
jnto this Holy Houſe and Orders ; whichwith her tongue ſhe doth, bur in her beart reſolves 
nothing leſs, or rather direRtly the contrary, The Mother now acquaint both her Sons wich 
this reſolution of their Sifter,which is the next Sunday to give her ſelf to God and the Church, 
acd to take holy Orders; when Don Pedro purpolcly very artificially ſeems as ftrongly to op« 
poſe, as his Brother Dow Martino cheerfully approves thereof, now extolling her devotion and 
piety as faras the sky, if not many degrees beyond the Moon; fo the day appointed for her 
eatrance and reception drawing near , the Lady Abbefle is dealt with by her Mother, her Cell + 

vided, her ſpiritzall Apparcll made, all her Kinsfclks and chicf friends invited coa ſolemn 
Fad z to celebrate this our new holy Siſters marriage to God and the Church. * But whiles 
this Don Catherina the Mother, and Don Martino her Son arc exceeding}y bufie about the pre 
paration and ſolemnity of this ſpiricuall bufincſs, Dou Pedro and Meoxfrede reſolve to run a 
contrary courſe, and ſo to ſteal away Cecilhana the very night before the prefixed day of her 
entrance into the Nunnery, as holding that Saturday night the fitteſt time and moſt void of all 
ſuſpition and fear, whereof (both by rongue and letter ) they give her exaft and curious no» 
tice ; which ftriking infinite joy to her heart and thoughts, ſhe accordingly makes her ſelf 
ady, packs up all her Jewels and Bracelets in a ſmall Caskee, and acquainting none of the 
world therewith, for that her Brother Dox Pedro's Chamber was next to hers, and he as vigi- 
lant and watchfull as her ſelf, for Moxfredo's comming about midnight,which was the appoin- 
ted hour for his Rendevouz . when at laft both their ſeverall Watches (in their ſeyerall Chams 
bers) aſſuring them that it was near one of thy clock, it being the dead time of the night , none 
ofrhc houſe Kicring , butall huſhed up in filence, as ifcvery thing ſcemed to conſpire to her 
eſcape and flighc 3 then , 1 ſay, Don Pedro ifſues forth of bis Chamber to hers, where the doot 
b:ing a lictle open, and her Candle put our, he finds his Siſter ready, when condutting het by 
the arm , they ſoftly deſcend the fairs, and ſoto a Poſtern door of the Garden ; where they 
find Monfredo (joyfully ready to receive the Queen regent of his js: ng > with two valiant 
coafident Gentlemen his friends , who were well mounted on «<xcellent Horſes with Swords 
and Piſtols, and for himſclf and her a Coach with fix Horſes : W hen briefly paſling over their 
Complements and Congees cach from other , they (with a world of thanks ) leave Dor Pedro 
behind them, and ſo away as ſwift as the wind, who ſecing them gonegſecretly and ſoftly re- 
turns to his Chamber and Bed, falently ſhuting all che doors after him , whiles Monfredo with 
his other ſelf and his rwo friends drive away to V ald.bel'e, a manner houſe of his ſome cight 
leagues from Burgos. | 

Don Pedro lics purpoſely o_ in his bed the next morning, thereby the better to colour out 
his ignorance innocency of his Sifters clandeftine flight and eſcape : So his Mother abous 
five , or neer fix of the clock , ſend Felicia hee Daughters Wayting- Gentlewoman to her 
Chamber to awak and apparcll hers co receive many young Ladies and Gentlewomen , who 
were come to viſit her , and to take their leaves of her Ls her cntry into Gods Houſe : - but 
Felicia ſpeedily returns to her with this anlookt-for anſwer ; That her Ladies Chamber dooe 
is faſt locked, whereat ſh: hath many times called and knock'd aloud,bur hears no ſpeech. The 
Mother is amazed hereat, and no leſs, (rather more)is her Son Don Adartino; ſo they both run 
to hcr Chamber, and knock and call aloud, but hearing no anſwer , they force open the door 
where they find the N-ft, but che Bird flown away ; whereat the Mother infinicly ; and 
her $ 1 Dox Martino doth exceedingly rage and ſtorm,at this their afront and ſandall, he tels 
his Mother he will engage his life, that his Brother Don Pedro is acceflary to his Sifter Cerillig- 
x: flights and gone with her z ſorhey both runco his Chamber , bur find him in his Bed 
fat ſleeping and ſnoring, as he pretends and they believe , their our-crics awake him z buy 
they (hall find him as ſubcile and reſerved in his policy towards them, as they were in their nu- 
lice to his Sifter ; fo he hears their news , puts on his apparcll, ſcems to be all in fire and cholee 
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hereat, profereth his Mother his beſt endeavours and power to recover his Siftcr , and tore. 
venge himſelf on the villain who hath ftolnher away. But his Brother Don Martino is ſogal. 
led and netled at the eſcape of his Sifter, and theſe words of his Brother , as he tels him tohiy 
face, in preſence of their Mothergthat his ſpeeches and profers are counterfeit , and himfelf, 
difembler , and that it is impoſlible bur he aſſiſted and tavoured her eſcape and departure ; for 
which uncivill and foul language of one Brother to another , Don Pearo giveshim the lye, and 
ſ:conds it witha box on the Ear , and then very cunningly betakes himſelf ro conſolate and 
comfort the Lady his Mother , who isnot a little gricved and angry atthis her ſecond aft. 
Aion, and the more in regard he did it in her preſence 3 ſo Don Pedro recondiCting her to her 
Chamber, and leaving her weeping in company of many of their ſorrowfull Kinstolks and 
Neigbours , he then calls for his Horſe , and under colour to find out his Siſter , he rides 1g 
Valdebelle to her and Moxfredo, ſtaycs their ſomecight daycs, where wy exceeding carefull 
of the preſervation of his Siſters honour and reputation , he before his departure fees them 
ſolemnly but ſecretly married ; where leaving them to their Nupriall joyes, and pleaſures, he 
againe returns to Burgos, and tels his Mother it is impoſſible for him to hear any news of his 
Sifter. . 
And now what doth the return,fight,and preſence of Don Pedro do here in his Mothers hou 
at Burgos, but only revive his Brother Don Martin's old malice , and new choller and re. 
venge againſt him, for the ye and box on the Ear , which he fo latcly gave him ? For there. 
membrance thereof ſo inflames his heart and —_—_— againſt him, that he forgetting his cops 
ſcience and ſoul, yea Heaven and God, as he affumes and gives lite to his former bloody r&. 


| Jution to murther him, and thinks no ſater, nor ſurer way for. him to cffc& it, than by 


ſon, that ingredient of Hell, and drug of the Devill, But Don Martino is reſolute in his rage, 
$& exccrable in his bloody malice & revenge againſt this his generous and noble Brother Dox Pe. 
droſo diſdaining all thoughts of religion & confiderations of pietyYhe procureth a pair of poy. 


ſoned perfumed Gloves, and treacherouſly infinuating them into-his Brothers hands, and 


wearing, the fatall invenom'd ſent thereof in lefſe than two dayes poiſonerh him; fo heiy 
found dead in his Bed: when Dox Martino, the more cloſely to overvail this damnable ta&t of 
his,purpoſcly gives it our, that it was an Impoſtum which brok wichin him, and fo he dyed 
ſaddenty thereof in his bed, there being no ſervant of his own, nor none elſe that night neer 
him, or by him to aflit him, and this report of his paſſcch curcant with the world ; ſothe 
Lady his Mother and himſelf cauſe him to be buricd with more lilence than folemnity, and & 
very way inferiour to his honourable birth and generous vercucs, becauſe ſhe ſtill aff-Ecd and 
loved Don Martino far better then him : ſo his death did not much afflift or grieve her, and 
far 1c{ his Brother Don Martino. But for his Siſter Cec:ill:aua, as ſoon as ſhe underſtood and 
heard hereof, ſhe is ſo appalled with grief, and daunted with ſorrow and deſpair , that (he 
ſends a world of fighs to Heaven, and a deluge of tears to Earth for the death of this her beft 
and dcareſt Brhther. Her Husband Dox Monfredo (for kenceforth fo we muſt call him ) like» 
wiſc infinitely laments Don Pedro's deathyas having loft a conſtant friend and a dear and incom- 

rable Brother in Iaw in him; and yet all the means which he can uſe to comfore this his 
ſorrowfull wife , hath will, but not power enough to cf{{c& it ; for (till ſh- weeps and ſobs, and 
fill her heart and ſoul do prompt and tell her, that ic is one Brother who hath killed ano» 
ther, and that her Brorher Dox Martino is infallibly the Murtherer of his and her- Brother Dos 
Pedro; but ſhe hath only preſvmption, no proofs for this her ſuſpicion, and therefore (he 
leavsthe dereftion and ifſue hereof totime, and to God. 

Now by this time we muft underftand that Dona Catherina hath perfe& news , that it is Mow 
fredo who hath ftoln away her Daughter Cecilliana, and keeps her ar his houſe of Valdebelle, in 
che Countrey, but as yet ſhe knows not that he hath marricd her ; wherefore being defirous of 
her return, not for any great affe&tion which ſhe now bore her , but only to accompliſh ber 
former defires , in fruſtrating her marriage with Moxfredo, and in marrying her to a Nunnery, 
ſhe again ſtill provoked and egged on by the advice of her Son Dox Martino, ſ:nds him to Val 
debelle to crave her of Moxfredo, and ſo to perſwade and haſten her return to her to Burgos, but 
writes to neither of them. Dor Martino arrives thithcr, and having delivered Don Movfreds 
and his Sifter Cecilliane his mothers meſſage for her return to Burgos, he then vainly preſumes 
to ſpeak thus to them from himſelf, He firſt ſharply rebukes her of folly and diſobedience, in 
fying away from his and, her mother, and then ( with more paſſion than Judgment ) 
c him of diſhonour to harbour and ſhelter her z that this was inot the true and 
right way to make her his Wiſe , but his Strumpet , or at leaſt to give the World 
juit cauſe 80 think ſoz and ifhe intended to preſerve her proſperity and honor, anUl not to 
ruine it , that he ſhould reftore his Mother her Daughter , and himſelf his Siſter , and no 
longer retain hers but ſpeaks not a word of his Brother Don Pedro's death , much ” 

max 
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makes any lhaduw w wourn, or thew to grieve or ſorrow tor it» His litter Cecillians (at his 
feſt fight) is all in tears for the death of her brother Don Pedre, and yer exirearly i; cenſed 
with him for theſe his baſe ſpeeches towards her and her 44of1eds, the once thought to have 
a him a hot and chullecick reply, butat laſt conlidering better wich ker felt (zz alſo to 
prev'cnt Monfredo, whoin (he ſaw had an itching defire to fic him wich his anſwer) ſhe then in 
eral rerms returns bim this ſhort reply 3 that ſhe is now accomptable to none but to God 
her ations, who beſt knows her heart and reſolutions, and therefore for her return to her 
mo ther at Burgos, or her fiay here at V a/debille, ſhe wholly refers it tv Don Monfredo,whoſe will 
aw {pleaſure therein ſhall affuredly be hers, becauſe fhe hath, and fill finds bim cobe a worthy 
and honourable Gentleman : when (before ſhe conclude her ſpeech to bim) ſhe tells him, that 
fy: thought his coming had been to condule with her for the death of cheir brother Pon Pedros 
beitchat with griet ſhe is now enforced to ſee the contrary, in regard his ſpeeches and aQtions 
&nd to aftlit, nottocomfort her, and rather to be the argument of her mourning, than the 
dwuſe of her conſolation. But Monfredo being touched to the quick, with theſe ignoble and 
biſe ſpeeches of Don: Martino, both to himſelt and Cecilliana, he is roo generous long to di- 
them with hilence, and therefore preterring his afteRion to her, before any other earthly 
_ and her repucation and honour dearer than his life, he compoting his countenance to 
neent and anger, returns him this anſwer : That it any other man but himſelf, had gi- 
yen him che Jealt pact of thoſe unworthy ſpeeches , both againſt his honcur, as alſo againlt 
that of bis tiſter Cecilliens, his Rapier, not his Tongue, ſhould have anſwered him; that his 
alfefion and reſpeRs co her, are every way vertuous and honourable ; and that ſhe is, and ſhall 
be ſafer here in V 2ldebelle, than the lite of his noble brother Don Pedro was in his mothers houſe 
« Barg'r; that as the young Lady his ſiſter is pleaſed to refer her ſtay or return to him, ſo (re- 
ly co requite her courtefie) doth he co her 3 and for his part, he is fully reſolved not 
to periwad*, much leſs ro adviſe her to put her ſelf into her mothers proteRion , or his cour- 
tee 3 for that he is fearfu], if not confident in this belief, that the one may prove pernicious 3 
and the other fatal and ruinous to ker. And fo with cold entertainment, and (hors Cere- 
monies, Dow Martino is enforced to return to Burger to his mocher wichout his ſiſter, where 
afſoon as he is arrived, he tells his mother of his tiſter Ceci/lianzg's conſtant reſolution, from 
whence he thinks it icapoſlible to draw or divers her, becauſe he finds Monfredo of the ſame 
jon : '* whether he have marcied her or no_he knows nor,neicher could he inform him» 
thereof. 
; And here yet Don Martino is ſo cautious to his Mother, as he ſpeaks not a word or ſyllable 
of any (ſpeech or mention they had of the death of his brother Don Pedro» But afſoon as he 
had left his Mother, and retired himſelf to his Chamber, then he thinks the more thereof ; 
then heagain and again remembers what dangerous ſpeeches he publickly received from 
Siſter Ceci/liana and Monfredo, concerning that his ſudden death, whereby they lilently 
meant, and tacitcly implied no leſs than Murther 3 Wherefore he is ſo hellith and bloody- 
minded, that he reſolves ſhortly to provid? a plaifter for this fore z and he knows, that to 
make theic tongues eternally (ilenr, he cannot better or ſafer perform ir, than by murthering 
them, whereof he ſays the reaſon is apparantly and pregnantly true : for as long as that ſuſpi- 
tion lives in them, he theretore can never live in ſafety, but in extream danger himſelf, But 
becauſe of therwo, Monſreds ſeemed to intend and portend him the greateſt choller, and the 
moſt inveterate rage , therefore (as a Limb of the Devil, or rather as a Devil incarnate him- 
ſelf) he reſolves to begin with Monfrede firſt, and as occafions and accidents (hall preſent,then 
with his Siſter Ceci//ians after, without ever having the grace to think of his Conſcience or 
Soul, or of Heaven or Hell, or without once conlidering, that our own malice and revenge 
doth more hart us than our enemies ; That anger is a ſhors madneſs, and that it is a moſt al- 
fared happineſs for us rather to forget offences, than to revenge them ; and which is more, 
that(in a manner )it is but gight now that he came from poyſoning of his own Brother, whole 
Innocent blood is yet hardly cold in his antimely grave, bur ſtill cries aloud for vengeance 
from Heaven on his head for that cruel and damnable FaR. 

But this ſhame, this monſter of Nature, Dor Martino, who fears none leſs than God, and 
lovesnone more than the Devil, will not thus forſake hiscrucl malice, nor abandon his exe- 
crable revenge : but underſtanding that Manfred: ſometimes (though {:cretly) leaves Valde- 
belle to ſec Burgos , be hearkens out therefore tor his next coming thither : when being aſſu- 
red that he was now in the City , he waiting for him ashe iſſued forth his houſe, waich he 
did between eleven and twelve at night, he with his (mall Target , and dark Lantern in his 
left hand, and his Rapier drawn in his "gw runs him ewice thorow the body — 
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of which rwo mortal wounds he prelcntly tell dead in the ftrect, his misfortune being ehen fo 
great, as he had no Servant nor Friend preſent to affiſt him, avd his fear and care ot kinaſelf 
ſoſaall, as he was kill'd before he could ſee his enemy , or have the leaſure todray? his 
ſword in his own defence and aſliftance; ſo fierce and ſudden was Marting's rage and mal! 
in murthering of chis harmleſs and innocent Gentleman ; the which afſoon as he had per. 
formed, he ſecretly hies home to his Mothers houſe , and ſpeedily betakes himſelf to his fed 
where the Devil rocking him aſlecp in ſecuricy, he as his infernal Agent , and bloody FaAor, 
nothing cares what God or man can do unto him. The next morning at break of day , this 
breathleſs body of Dow Monfredo is found in the Street : fo all Burgos reſounds of this his 1's. 
mentable Murther, but no mortal eye hath ſeen, or tongue as yer can tell who the Martherer 
ſhould be. But God (in his Divine Juftice, and for che cxalcation of his ſacred Glory) 
will ſhortly bring both ic and him co light, by an accident no lefs firange than remarks 
able. 

Dona Cath:rina hears hereof, and is ſo far from grieving , as ſhe rejoyceth thereat, no Way 
- deubting, but Meonfreds being dead , ſhe wich much facility (accbrding to ber defires and 
wiſhes) ſhall now of two reſolutions, draw her Daughter Ceci/iiana ro embrace and follow 
one; that is, eicher to Marry Delrio in earneſt, or a Nunneryno more in j:ſt. The next day 
after Dinner, the Relation of this deplorable accid:nt arrives at Vaidbelle. and conſequently | 
ro the knowledge of cur Ceeilliana, who fo pittifully weeps and mourns thereat, as for meer 
giief and forrow ſhetears her hair, bolts her ſelf into her Chamber, and there throws her ſelf 
down on the floor, and neither can, nor will be comfor:ed, no, nor permit any one to admj- 
nifter it to her, or which is leſs, to ſee or ſpeak with her. So although Mexfredo's Kinsfolks 
and Friends do infinitely Tamenc this his unfortunate Death, yet all their fighs and tears put 
together , are nothing in regard of thoſe of his young Wife, and now Widow, Cecillians, 
who (out of the immoderate exceſs of this her anxiety and offli&tion) is now become ſo rea- 
fonleſs and deſperate, that tirtt the Murther of her dear brother Dun Pedro, and now this of her 
ſweet huaband Morfredo, is both a grief to her thoughts, and a torment to her heart and mind, 
yea to her very ſoul; For till ſhe remains confident in this opinion, that her brother Don 
Mertino is infallibly the Murtherer of them both; and from this ſuſpicion of hers, ſhe cannot, 
ſhe will not be diverted; yea, her living affe&ion to their dead Memories, is fo extream and 
fervent, that to be aſſured whether it be him, or who elſc that hath murthered them, it leads 
her minde to a reſolution, to prove an Experiment, which though prophane curioſity in ſome 
verſons ſometimes ſeem to allow and praQilſe as tolerable, yet ſacred Religion muſt and doth 
for cver both rejc& and contemn it at Diabolioal. She Gifpuiſerh her ſelf in her apparel, and 
very early in the morning rides to one Aipbonſo Saxchez,a famons reputed Wizard or Sorcerer, 
who dwelt at Arens, ſome ſix Leagues oft from Valdebille, and giving him the two PiRares 
of her murthered Brother and Husband, as alſo a perfe& note of their age, and horoſGope of 
their Nativities, ſhe prays him to diſcover and ſhew her in a Looking-Glaſs, the true pitures 
and repreſentations of their murtherers ; When to have him diſpatch both it and her ſelf the 
ſooner , ſhe gives him ten Duckets, upon the receipt whereof he promiſeth her his beſt Are 
and Skill, makes herſtay till almoſt dark night, and then fools her off with this flam , thaz 
he hath effeQually invocated and raiſed his Spiric, from whom he could ger no other anſwer, 
but that God for that time would not permic him to ſhew her theſe Murtherers PiQures in a 
Glaſs; whereby this Wizard proving hiwſclt more a cheating Knave than a Sorcerer, and 
more a true Impoſtor, than a Chriſtian, he herein makes a fool of this ſorrowfull young La- 
dy, in thinking to wake her know that which it is both a foul ſhame, and a ſhamefoll ig- 
norance for any Chriſtian ro be ignorant of, (to wit.) Tha! it 5 not the devil, or bis «Agents, 
but enly God, who( in bis divine pleaſure and Providence) bath power 19 rev:al Murthers , and Murs 
ebererg, Ny when, where, baw, aud by whom it ſeems m-ſt agreeable andpleafing to bis All-jeeinp and 
acred Majefty. | 
4 Cerlicha es home, more loaden with doubts than Gold from this Monfter of Men, 
(becauſe in efteQ he makes it his profeſſion to be leſs a man than a Devill) ſhe is aſhamed of her 
ignorance and impiety hercin , and (for meer. grief and ſorrow) weeps, to ſee that the foun- 
dation of her faith {hould be ſo weak and reeling, as not conſtantly to relye upon the provi- 
dence and Juſtice of God,but to repoſe her fooliſh curioſity and belief upon this prophene and 
ſottiſh Sorcerer , for the deteRion of theſe Murtherers. But leaving her fora while in her 
diſconſolation and ſorrow at Va{debelle , I come now to this wretched' villain Dor Martins 
hec Brothergin Barger, who having thus commirted theſe two cruell and lamentable Marthers, 
doth for the firſt two or three moneths after put a cheerfull and frolick countenance thereon, 
thereby the more abſolutely to betray, and blear the cyes of the World, that the leaſt ſpark or 


ſhadow 
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ſhadow thereof fhould nor diffuſe or reflet on bim. But here be:ore 1 proceed further, the 
Reader is requeſted to obſerve this one remarkable circumſtance of Gods Jultice and Provi- 
dence, in deceRing of Don Martixo, to be the ſole Authour and ARor of theſe two unnaturall 
and deplorable Murthers. For as the Devill had made him fo cautious in his malice, and ſubrile 
in his Revenge , that he imployed no other Miniſter , nor uſed 1.0 uther Agent or Affiſtant 
herein but himſelf; fo _ deprived of 2ny witnefſ', either ro accuſe , er make him guily 
hereof; God (1 ay) out of the immenlity of his Power , and protundity of his Providence, 
will make himſelt to become a witnefſe againſt himſelf, and wanting all other meanes , 
will make himſelt the onely meanes both to deteR and deflroy himſelf. The manner 
thus. 

As there is no felicity to Peace, fo there is no felicity or Peace comparable to that of 1 quiet 
and innocent Conſcience; It is a precious Jcwell of an ineftimable value,and unperalleld price, 
yea, a continuall Feaſt, than which Heaven may , but- Earth cannot efford usa more rich or 
delicitious : and the contrary ic is, where the Heart and Conſcience have made themſelves 

ilty of ſome foul and enormous crimes, and eſpecia'ly vf Murther , wherein we can never 

kill Manthe Creature, but we afſuredly wound God the Creator: for then, as thoſe, ſo this, 
(with lefſe doubt and more affarance) pives in an heavy and bloody evidence againſt us, and 
which commonly produceth us theſe three woefull and lamentable effefts , Deſpair z Horrowr , 
Terroxr; the which we (hall now ſee verified and inſtanced in this bloody and miſcrable Wrerch 
Don Martino , who ( as] have formerly ſaid hath not fully paſt over the tearm of three 
moneths in externall Mirth, Jollicy, and Bravery, thereby to caſt a cheerfull countenance and 
varniſh on thoſe his bloody Villains, but God fo deſftraR-d his wits and ſenſes, firuck ſuch 
an aſtoniſhment co his thoughrs, and amazemeneto his Hart and Conſcience, as it ſeemed 
to him, that( both by night and day) the Ghoſis of his harmeleſſe Brother Don Pedro, and of 

. Innocent Don Monfredo, (till purſue him for Revenge, and Juſtice of theſe their Murthers. And 
now his looks are extravagant, fearfnll, and ghaſtly, which are (till the ſignes and ſymptomes 
eicher of a dittempered Brain, a polluted Cenſcience and Soul, or of both. He knows nor 
towhom, or where, or where not to go for remedy herein , but ſtill his Heart is in a Mutiny 
and Rebellion with his Conſcience, and both of them againſt God. - He is afraid of every 
Creature he ſees, and likewiſe of thoſe who fee him nor. If he look back, andperceive any 
one to run behind him, he thinks it is a Sergeant come to arreſt him; and if he chance to be- 
hold any Genleman in a Scarlet cloak comming towards him , he verily beleeves and Years is 
isa Judge in his Scarlet Roves co arraign and condemn him. He hath not the grace to go 
iato a Church, northe boldneſſe ro look up to the Tower thereof, for fear leaſt the one 
ſwallow him up alive, and the other fall on him, and cru'h him co death : It he walk in any 
Woods, Fields, or Gardens, and fee but a leaf wag, or a Bi d ſtir, he is of opinionsthere ſome 
faries or excationers come to torment him 3; or doth he hear any Dog howl,Cat crie,or Owle, 
whoor, or ſereech,he is thereat ſo ſaddenly eppalled and amzd, as he thinks it to be the voice 
of the Devill, who is come to ferch him away. He will not paſſe over any Bridge,” Brook, or 
River, for fear of drowning, nor over any plank , gate or ſtile, leaſt he ſhould break his neck. 
The ſight of his ſhadow is a corroſive to his Heart, and a Panique terrour to his thoughts, be- 
cauſe he both thinks and believes,rhat it is not his own,but the Hang-mans ; »nd when any one 

, (our of charity or Pity) come to ſee or viſit him, he flics from them,as if Kell were at his back, 
and the Devill at his hecles. The very fight of a Rapier, (tabbes him at his Heart, and the 
bare thought, or name of Poyſon, ſeems to infeR and kill his Soul ; and yet miſerable Wretch 
and Miſcreant that he is, all chis while he hath not the goodnefſe ro look down into his Heart 
and Conſoience with contririon. nor the grace to look up to Heaven and co God with repen- 
nance. The Lady Cathsrina his Mother is wonderfully perplexed and grieved herear, and fo 
are all his Kinsfolks and Friends in and about Burgor,who eauſe ſome exccllent Phyſitians and 
Divines to deal with him, about adminiftring him the meanes to cure him of this his Lunacy 
and Diſtration. But God will not permit, that either the skilfull Art of thoſe, or the power- 
full perſwafions of theſe do as yet prevail with him , or performic. Two Moons have fully 
fniſhed their cccleſtiall courſe, whiles thus his Phrenſie and madnefſe poſlefferh him ; and in 
one ofthe greateſt, and moſt outragious fits thereof, he (without wit or guide ) runs to Saint 
SthefFians?s Church, finds out Father Thoms! his Confeffouryin private and ſerious confeſſion, 
reveals him, how he hath poyſonedhis Brother Don Pedro, and alſo murthered Don Monfreds, 
adding withall,that God (out of his indulgent Mercy) would no longer permit kim'to charge 
' bisfoul with the concealing thereof, and then begygs his Abſolution and Remiſfion for the 


fame. 
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His Confeffor (being a religious Church-man) much Jamearing , and wondring ac the 


' foulnefle of theſe his (Penitents) two bloody faAts, although he find more difficulty than rea. 


ſon to grant his delire , yet enquiring of him, if there were any other acceflary with him in 
theſe Murthers, and Don Marino freely and firmly acknowledging to him there was none, bur 


- the D:vill and Himſelf : he (after a ſerious check, and religious reprimendo) in hope ot hig 


future contricion and repentance,gives him a {harp and ſevere Penznce(though no way anſwer. 
able to his crimes.) and fo abſolves him ; andyct for the ſpace of at Jealt a whole moneth after, 
his Lunacy (by the permiſſion of God) Rill followes him, when (fora further triall of his 
comportment, and hopeof his repentance) God is again pleaſed to {lack the hand of his 

udgement, and fo frees him from his madnelſ and deſtration , to ſee whether he will prove 
Gold or Dcofſe, a Chriſtian or a Devill. 

Nor long after this, his Conteſſor Father Thames, (being Curate of one of the neighbrur- 
ing Pariſhes) falles excream lick of a Plucilie, and fo drngeroully fick, that his Phylician (de- 
ſpairing of his life) bids him prepare his body for death , and his Soul for H:aven an4 God: 
Who then revoking to mind (what he hath heard and ſeen) how prievoully and forrowfully 
the Lady Cecilliana takes the D:ath of her Brother and Huzband , and more, in tat fhe is jg+ 
norant who are th:ic Murtherers, he is no longer relolved co burthen his c nſcience and foul 
with concealing thereof ; but to write it to her in a Letter, the which he chargeth and conjus 
reth his own Siſter Cyri/{2, to deliver into her own hands, ſome three daies aiter his buriall; 
the which we (hall (ec her (horely p:cform : for the Prieſt F ather Thomagher Brother lived nor 
three weekes after. 

In the mean time, come we to the Lady Dona Catherina, the Mother , who having out- 
wardly wept for the Death of her cldeſt Son Don: Pedro, for the diſobedicnt flight and clande- 
ſtine Marriage of he: Daughter Cecillians to Monfredo, who is now murthcred, but by whom 
ſhe knows not, and ſeeing her ſaid Daughter thereby mzde a lurcowſull Widdew, ſhe (as an 
indulgent and kind Mother) forgetting what the had formerly done and been, and now de- 
ſirous tocomfort her, and to be comforted of her, again ſends her Son Don Martino to Vat- 
debelle, to ſollicite his Sifier to return, and to Jive with her in Burgos : Who (detcſting this 
projce& and reſolution of kis Mother) is very ſorrowfull-thereat ; but ſecing that ſhe will be 
obeyed, he ridcs over to Yaldebelle, to his Siſter, and there delivereth his Mothers will and 
metiage to her ; but in ſuch faint and cold tearmes, as (he thereby knower, he is far more de- 
firous of her abſence than her preſence, and of her ſtay , than her return; yea, (and to write 
the cruth of her mind) his very fight ſtrikes ſuch flames of fear into her {.cart,and of ſuſpicion 
into her thoughts, that ſhe ſtill aſſumes and retaines her old opinion and confidence , that he 
is the abſolute Martherer of her Brother Don Pedro , and her Husband Dan Monfrcds ; but 
herein ſhe now holes it diſcretion to conceale her ſelf to her ſelf,and fo gives him kind and re- 
ſpeRive entertainment ſhe prayes him to report her hunible duty to h:r Mother, that ſhe 
will conſider of her requeſt, and cither fend or bring her hee refolucion ſhortly : but inwardly 
in her Heart and Sou], ſhe intends nothing lefſe , than either to hzz:rd her content upon the 
diſcontent of her Mother, or (which is worie) her life on the invetcrate malice of her Brother 
Don Martino. 

And now we approach anddraw neer, to ſec the Judgement and Juic? of God overtake 


this our wretched Dan Maritmo, for theſe his two moit lamencable and bloody murthers. , 


And now his ſacred Majeſiy is fully reſolved to detet them, and his Arrow is bent , and 
Sword whetred, to puniſh him for the ſame 3; for we muſt undcitand that the very 
ſame day which her Brother Dow Mertino waz laſt with her at Vadebe!le, his Confeſſor Father 
Thema: died ; and ſome three daies after, his Siſter Cyri/la (according to his dying Order ) 
rides over to the Lady Cecillians , and delivereth her the Prieft her Brothers Letter; at the 
receipt whereof, Cecillians findes different emotions in her Heart , and Paſlions in her 
mind : when going into the next Room, ſhe breakes up the Sealcs, and tinds therein theſe 


Lines. 


FATHER THOMAS to CECILLIANA, 


WW: knowing that the Laws of Heaven are far more powerfull and ſacred than thoſe of Farth, at 
1 wow lis on my Deatb-bed, ready to leave this Life, and to flie into the Armes of my $a 
viowr and Redeemer Chriſt Jeſus, I conld not go to my Grave in peace, befere I bad ſigniſied unto 


thee, that very lately thy Braber DON MAR TINO iz Saizt HONORIA $ (2oey 
livere 
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delivered unto me in { onfeſſion, That be bad firſt pryſoned thy Brabe- DON PEDR Q 
with a paire of pefumed Gloves , aad then after murthzred by Hucbond DON MONFREDO 
with bi; Rapier in BURGOS : «And altboxzh I muſt and die «chrnwlcdge, that be way 
in bis Fit of Lunacy and Madneſs, when be 1bus m 1de bimſelf 2 witneſt ag ain ft bimſ-!f hereof, yet ng 
doubt the immedi ace Finger and Providence of God l:d bitu to this reſulution, as an Af which in ft - 
nitely tends to bis Sacred Honowr and Glory. I ſnd thee this Litter by my Sifter CY RILL A, whom 
Ibavs ſtretily charged to deliver it to thre three d:yes after my Buriall, becauſe T bold it maſt conſonant 
to my Profeſſime and Order, that not my Life, but my D-ath ſhould herein vialate the Seal of 
Confeſſion, and thou ſhalt ſpew thy ſelf am ſt Religions and Chriſtian Lidy , if tbow make this uſe 
bereof,, that it is not my ſelf, but God who ſends thee this newer by me. 


FATHER THOMAS. 


Cecillians having over-read this Letter, and therin underftood and found cut that 
her Brother Don Afartino is the cruell Muriherer, both of her B-other Doz Pedro, and 
her Huzband Don Minfreedo, Her Griete thaexr doth to far overſway her Reafon , 
and her Malice and Revenge her Religion, az once the is oft a mind to Murther F 
bim wich her own Hand, in requitall hereot; bur then apaine flrangling that bloody 
thought in its conception , ſhe vowes, that if not by her own Hand, he (hall yer in+ 
fallibly dye by the hand of the Common Fxecutioner : When Love, Pinty, Nawe, 
Reaſon, -Griefe, Sorrow, Rage, and Revenge, Atting their feverall Parts upon the 
Stage of her Heart, ſhe findes a great combate in her her Heart, and reluQtancy in her 
Soul, what, or what not to doe herein ; when with many Teares and Prayers { by the 
Advice and Counſell of God ) ſhe enters into this conſultation hereon with her (elf, 
Ablafſe, unfortunate and ſorrowſull Cecillienia ! It is upon no light preſumption, or 
triviall circumſtances , that I beleeve my Brother r Aortizoto be the inhumane Murther- 
e of my Brother Din Pedro , and Husband Adonfrido ; for belides that God ever 
pted mine Heart, and whiſpered my Soul that this was true, yet now here js 
s own Confeſſion co his Ghoſtly Father, and his Ghoſtly Fathers own Letter and 
Confefſion to me, to the ſame Effe&, Evidences and Witneſſes , without exception, as 
dear as Noon-day, and as bright as the Sun in his hotteſt and brighteſt Meridian, 
that he, and only he, was the Murtherer of them both : but Oh poor Cecillians 
( quoth ſhe ) to what a miſerable eſtate and perplexity hath theſe his bloody fas and 
crimes now reduced me ! For he hath murthered my Brother and my Hugband , ſhall 
| then permic him to live ? but withall\, he is likewiſe my Brother, and ſhall I then 
cauſe himrto die ? True it is, I cannot recall their Lives, but ic is likewiſe as tine that I may 
prevent his D:ath ; for as the firſt Iay not in my power to remedy, yer all the World knowes, 
that the ſecond meerly depends of my pity, courtlic, and compallion to prevint : But Ablefle, 
(faith ſhe) the ryes of Heaven are, and oughtto be infinitely more ſtrong then thoſe of 
Exrth , and the glory of God tobe far preferred before all our natural] affe&ions and obliga« 
tions to our beſt Friends, or neareſt or deareit Kinsfolks whoſoever. Theretore , 2s to dereRt 
theſe Murthers of his, thou art no Friend co Natur :,Co again,to conceale them, thou thereby 
makeſt thy ſelf en enemy to Grace ; for aſſure thy ſ+]f , unfortunate Cecilliana, that God will 
never be appeaſed, nor Jultice ſztisfied , untill their innocent blood be expiated , and waſh- 
&d away in his, who is guilty thereof; becauſe , as by deteting Muriher, we blefſe and 
plorifie God, ſo by concealing ir, we heap a fatall AnatÞemz,.and curſe upon our own 
heads. 
As Clouds are diſſipated , and*blown away , when San ariſcth and mounteth 
in his vercicall luſtre and glory , fo Cecillizze havi'g this ended her conſuleuion with 
her ſelf, and now began her reſolution with God , the leaves Valdebelle, takes. her 
Coach , and diſpeeds away to Burgos ; where in ſtead of going to her Lady Mothers , 
ſhe goes direAly to the Corrigador's ( or criminal Judges) of that City , and with much 
grief and ſorrow ( her teares incerrupting her lighes , and her fighes her tears ) before 
them accuſeth her Brother Dm: Martino to be the bloody Murtherer of her {Brother 
Don Pedro, and her Huzband Doan Monfred»; and for proof of this truth , produceth 
the Letter of Father Th1mss his Confefſor.' The Judges read it ,* and are aſtoniſhed 
with this report of hers, and far the more, in regard they here ſee a Siſter call the _ 
| O 
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of her own Brother in Quettionz buc ch-y fee chat the hach as much right aud ieaton 
for her Accaſation, a# her inhumane, Brothe: Don Aariins wanted ior his malice, in makj 
himſelf guilty of theſe toul and tloody Crimes : Wherefore attributing ic wholly to the 
Pleaſure and Providence of God, they higtly excoll her piety and integrity towards his ſa 
cred Majelty,in preferring his Glory betore the ſcandall and wilery of her ſo wretched and ex. 
ecrable Brother; and then (out of their zeal and honour to Jultice ) they (c0 evince and 
vindicate the truth of this lamentable buiineſſe ) ſend away tor Cyril/z, and (a8 foon as he 
came) upon her Oath propoſe hee theſe three Queſtions 3 Firif, whether ſhe had this y 
Letter trom her deceaſed Brother Father Thomas his own band, and that he gave her order 
en charge co deliver ic to the Lady Cecillians, three daies after his deceaſe ? Secondly, if ig 
were of his own wricing and ſealing ? And Thirdly, if the with her own hands, delivered 
this Letrer to the Lay Cecillians ? Toall which three Queſtiane, Cyrills { with a (taid look 
and countenance) an{wereth affirmitively, and thereupon (with halt and (ecrecy) they grant 
outa Warrant to apprehend Don Martino, when hz was as it were drowned in Voluptuouſ- 
nefſe, Securicy and Impenicency, as making ic his vain glory build Caſtles of content in the 
aire, and troere& Mountaines of wealth 2nd preferment in the Veopia of his ambitious defires 
and wiſhes, wichour ever haviog the grace, eicher to think ofhis tormer horrible Crimes, or 
fature puniſhment for the ſame. Heis a1nzzed at his Apprehenſion by the Sergeants, but far 
more, at the light and preſence of the Criminall Judges, before whom he is now brought, 
They (harply accuſe him of theſe two afureſaid fou! Murthers, and forevidence and witnetlez, 
produce him his Confeſſ.r Father Tb2ma: h is Letter, his Siiles Cyrilla, and his own lifter the 
Lady Ceciliiana ; at the (ight and knowledge whereo', he ac firſt ſeemed to be much appalled 
and daunted, bur act laſt recolleing his Spicics (taxing counſell of the Dezvill, and not of 
God) aſſumes a bold countenance, puts himſelf and his Tongue on the points of denyall 
and Jaſtification, and ſo to his Judges tearms his Contetfur a Devill, and no Man , and Cy- 
rilla and his Siſter Cecilliana Witches,and no Women, ſo unjultly and fallly to accuſe him of 
theſe foul Murthers, whereof he affirms not only the at, but the very name and thoughtiy 
odious and execrable ro him. But God will nor be mocked , nor his Judges deludcd with 
this his Apology : So they adjudge him to the Rack ; the ficſt cortures whereof, he indur- 
eth with an admirable fortitude and patience , tut! the ſecond he car.nut; but then and 
there confefſeth himſelf to be guilty, and the fole Authcur and AQcur of bcth theſe deplo- 
rable Murthers : But yet his Hearc and Soul is till fo ob Jurated by che Dcvill , as he 
hath neither the Will co be Sorrowfull , nor the Grace to be Repentanc for the 
ſame. 

For expiation of which his inhamane and bloody Crimes, his Judges condemn him to be 
hanged, and his right hand to be firſt cut off and burnt the n+ xt morning, at the common place 
of Execution,notwithſtanding that his aftli&ed and forrowfu)l Mother (our of the naturall and 
tender aff:Qion which ſhe bore him) imployed all her Fri:nds and poſlible power , yea, and 
offered all her own Eſtate and Lands to ſave his life ; bur ſhe could not prevail or obtain ir. 
So the next morning (in obedience to this his ſentence) chis Monſter of Natu'e Doan Martin 
is brought tothe common place ot Exccution , to take his laſt farwell of this life . and this 
world : He wasclad in ablack filk Grograin Sute , with a faire white Ruffe about his neck, 
and a black Beayer Hat on his head, which he drew down over his ey:8,that he mighc neither 
ſee, nor bs ſeen of thac great concourſe of people there preſent, who came to ſee him conclude 
the laft Scene and Cataltrophe of his life ; When after his right hand was cur off and burnt, 
which held the Rapier, whereby he murthered Don Monfredo, he then aſcended the Ladder: 
Where the SpeRators expeRing ſome repentant and Religious Speech trom him before his 
D:ath, he reſembling bimſelf (1 mean, rather an Atheiſt than a- Chriſtian, and rather a De- 
vil than a man) as lived ſo he w dye,a prophane and gracelefſe Villain ; for ſome fpeeches 
he (betwixe his teeth) mumbled th himſelt, but fpake not one word tha: could be heard or 
underſtood of any one : and ſo moſt reſoutely he himſelf putting the Rope about his necks 
a/though all the people,and eſpecially 2wo Friers neer him, cryed to him to the contrary) 
he ſaved the Hang-man his labour, and ſo with more haſt and deſperation than repentance) 
he caſt himſelf off the Ladder, and was hanged. And thus was the bloody life and deſerved 
death of this Hell-bound, and Limbe: of the Devill, Don Martino; and ia this ſort 
and manner did the jaſt Revenge of God triumph ore his foul and bloody Crimes; 
— may all crue Chriſtians read to Gods Glory and to the Inftruftion of their own 

$& 
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" Andit the curiotity ot the Reader make him farther deſirous ro know what became of 
the old Lady Cotberins the Mother, and of Dons Cecillians the Daughter, after all cheſe cheic 
diſmal and difaftrous Accidents , 1 thought good (by the of a Poſt-ſcripe) briefly: to 
add chis for his ſatisfaQion, That the Mother lived not longatter, bur her Daughter was firſt 
reconciled co her : and ſhe to her Daughter ,-to whom ſhe (having .no other childe) lefs 
all her whole Eſtate : And for her, who was now become likewiſe very rich, as having'a faic 
ly Revenue and Joynture ou? of her. deceaſed Huxrband Don Meonfreds's Lands and 
$, alchough ſhe were again ſought in Marriage by ſome noble Gallants of C2ſtile anr 
Burgos » yet ſhe reſolved never. to Marry more 3 and as Thave within theſe very few years 
underſtood , ſhe then lived ſometimes at Burgorz and ſomerimes-at Faldebelk, in great Powp 
ad Felicity. FE 
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Gods revenge againſt the Crying and Ex- 
ecrable Sinne of Murther. 


HISTORY XxXIIL 


Alphonſo poyſoneth bis own Aſotber 2, and after ſboots and kill; Caſſine (a be war welki 
Ry Gooden) with s (hore vob Garabine ) from a rd He is bebeaded for fy + 
Murtbers, then burnt, and bis ofbe) thrown into the River. 


' A SFaith and Prayer are thetwo Pillars of our Souls, and may well be called the For- 
A treſs of Chriſtian Piety againſt the tentations of Satan : ſoby the contrary we =_ 
and lay open our ſelves to the treacherous lures and malice of the Devil. For if by Faith 
we do not firſt believe, then pray unto God for our own preſervation, it will be no hard mat- 
ter for hina to tempt us in our choller, to quarrel wich our beſt friends, and in our malice 
and revenge to murther even our neareſt and deareft kindred. O F aivh, the true fo:1ndation of 
our ſoveraign felicity ! O Prayer, the ſweet preſervative and ſacred Manna of our ſouls , how 
blefſed do you make thoſe who embrace and retain you ! and contrariwiſe, how miſerable and 
wretched are they who contemn and reje& you ! Of which laſt number, this enſuing Hifto- 
ry will produce us one , who (by his debauched life, and corrapt converſation ) trampled 
thoſe two heavenly Vertues and Graces under his feet, withour thinking of God, or 

ing, much leſs fearing his Judgements : But how God (in the end) requited him for the fame, 
this —_y will likewiſe ſhew us. May we therefore read it to Gods glory, and to oyr uwn 
inſtruction. Is 


In 


—— 


Hit XXV, Monfredo and Cecilhana. = 147 


” In the City of Vercel:, ( after Turin, one of the chicfert of Pirdmont ) bordering neer to the 
lace and Durchy of Mullan, there lately dwelt a rich Cannon of that Cathedrall Church, 
named Aloſins Caſeino, who bad a dainty ſweet young, Gentlewoman to his N-ece,named Done 
mores. whoſe Mother(being Siſter to Coſs1o)named Dona Iſabelle Celia lately dicd, and 
this her only Daughter and Child her Heir , very rich both in demeans and monits, when 
Ladle Ca{4;no , being neareſt her in blood, rakes Eleanore and her eſtate ine9 his proecftion 

xd ward(hip,- and is as -tender of her breeding and education, and ag curious of her comport- 
nd cariage, as if ſhe were, bis own Daughter; for there is no ſweet qnaliry , nor exquilite 
tion requiſite in a young Genelewoman of her rank and extraQtion , buthe cauſed her 
came, not ſuperficial), buc artificiall therein, as in Dancing, Mufick, Singing z Painting, 
8, Ncedling, and the like, whereof ali the Nobilicy and Gentry of Verceli take exatt no- 

xd knowledge; yea, her beauty grew-up ſo deliciouſly with her years, that ſh: war(and 
was Jaftly ed to beYhe prime Flower and Phenix of the City. Caſ$ino confi lering that 
big Houſe was deftitute of a Matron, to accompany and overſce this his N:ece Eleanor, that 


was too Btoical for hcr youth, and that his Ecclefiafticall prokflion and FunRion called 
often to preach and pray 'z- he therefore deeming it very-unfic and unſcemly(in the Tyterims 
abſence) to leave her to her (elf, and to be ruled and governed by- her own fancy and 

. {hz being now arrived-to twelve years of age ; Hz \ provides her new ap- 
ell, and other pertinens neceflarics, and giving her a Wayting-maid, and a Man of his own 
toattend her, he ſends her in his Coach to the City of Caſſell, inthe Marqnifat of Montſerrat, 
yothe Lady Merguerite Sophie, a Widdow Gentlewoman, left by her deceaſed Hugband buc 
indiff;renely rich, but endowed with all thoſe ornaments of Are and Honour, which made her 
famous, not only in Piedmont and Lowbardie, but alſo to all Itah ; and to her he therefore 
writes this enſuing Letter to accompany his Necce, and chargeth his Mau with delivery therc- 


5: CASSINO to SOPHI A, 


0 ſatirfie your courteous requeſts , and my former promiſe, I now ſend you my Neece Eleanora to 

Cafſall, whom I heartily pray thee touſe as thy Dangbter, and to command as thy H and: maid. 
She bath no other Vncle but me, nor 1 any other acquaintance but thy ſelf, with whom I would en- 
truſt ber for her Education, and recommend her for ber InſtruQion. She is not inclined to any vice 
that I kyrow ofz except to thoſe imperfeQions wherein ber youth excuſeth her ignorance , and it is both 
my order and charge to ber , that ſhecarefnlly and curiouſly adorn her ſelf with vertues inthy ex- 
ample and imitation, without which the priviledges of Nature and Fortune ( as Beauty and Wealth ) 
are but only obſcure ſhadows, and no true ſubſtances, becauſe there is as much difference berwixt thoſe 
and theſe , as between the purity of the ſoul and the coruption of the body, or between the dignity and 
excellencie of Heaven , and the invaliditie and baſenet of Earth. I am content to lend her to you for 
@ few monetbs , but do infinitly deſire to give her to thy Vertues for ever. In which my voluntary tran= 
ſation and donation, thou wilt confer much happineſs to her, and honour to me, and conſequently for 
ever bind both her Touih, and my age to thee in a jtr10 obligation of thanks and debt. What apparell, 
or other neceſſaries thou deemeſt her to want,thy will ſhall be mine. God ever bleſs ber in his ſear,and 


you both to bis Glory, 
CASSINO. 


. The Lady Sophia reccives this ſweet young Virgin with much content and joy, yea, ſhe ſees 
her xender years already adorned with ſuch excellent beauty, and that beauty with ſuch exqui- 
fite vertucs, that ir breeds not. only admiration, bur affcCtion in her rowards her, whom ſhe en« 
gertaineth with much reſpe& and carc, as well for her own ſakc,as alſo for her Uncle Caſsino's, 
whoſe Letter th: again and again reads over, highly applauding his vercucs and honourable care 
of this his N:ecc,whom in few years ſh: hopes will prove a moſt accompliſhed and gracions 
Genclewomang when Ceſsins's Coachman after a daies ſtay, deeming, it high time for him to 
return to Verceli to his Maſter , he takes his leave of his young Miſtris Eleanora, who, out of 
her few years,andtender aff:Rtion and duty to her Uncle, with rears in her eyes, prayes him 
to remember her beſt ſervice to him at his comming home and the Lady Sopbis by him like- 
Wiſe returns and ſends him this Letter in anſwer of his. 


| SOPHIA to CASSINO. 
J Know not whether you have made me more proud, or ioyfull, by ſending me Eleanora, wherein 


you beve given mee far more honour than 1 deſerve , thaugh far leſſe than ſhe meriteth , Conn = 
ort 
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henceforth ſhall be as much my Daughter in affeEion , @s ſhe is your Neece by Nature ; and if haue 


any Art in Nature, or Fudgment in Inclinations, her vertues and beauty do already aRticipate þ 

—_ 3 for as the one 7 _ of F ame, and the other of Glory : ſo( as friendly Rival and d 
honourable friends) they already ſeem to ſtrive and contend in her for ſupremacie : to the loft of 
which (as being indeed the mojt precious and ſoveraign) if my poor Capacity , or weak endeaygyy, 
may add any thing, 1 will ejteem it my ambition for your ſake, and my felicity for hers. But if 1s 
reſolve not rather to give her to me for ſome years, then to lend her to me for « jew moneths, you wit 
rhen kill my bopes in their buds , and my toges in their bloſſoms , and ſo make me as unſortungte jy 
ber abſence , as I ſhall be bappy inher ſight and company. As for ber Apparell, and other neceſſaries 
ſhe ſhall want nothing which is either fit for ber to have, or you to give. Let your prayers toGod eve 
defire, and follow her welfare » and then reft confident , that ber prayers and mine ſhall never fail 
to wiſh you long life, and to implore all proſperity for you. | 


SOPHIA, 


C aſfixo did well to place his young N:ece Eleanore with the Lady Sophia, but ill in forge. 
ting that ſhe had a very debauched young Gentleman to her Son, named Se:gnior Alphonſo, of 
ſome twoand twenty years ofage , who (to hergricfand ſhunc ) haunts her and her houſe 
a3 a Ghoſt, make himſelf che publique laughter and piry of all the different humourg of Caſſel! 

ca the lewdneſs of his life, and the irregularity of his converſation,and aftions, hath reduced 
him tothis fatall point of miſcry, that he holds it a noble vertue in him, to participate himſelf 
and his reputation into baſe debts , vices, and company, making this his ſhame his glory, and © 
Icwd vices his honour, till in th: end not caring for the world, the world will not carc for him, 
nor he for bimſclf , untill be have wholly Joſt himſelf in himſelf, without cither deſert, or 
hop: ever tobe found or recalled again. But ar laſt ſeeing ſo ſweet a beauty , ard ſo rich an 
Heir as Eleenora fallen into his Mothers hands, and therefore he vainly thinks into hi; and ho- 

ing that her wealth ſhall redeem his prodigalitics, and revive his decayed Eftate and Fortung 
be ſecretly Courts her : but Eleanor (as young as ſhe js) ſecs his vices with diſdain, himſelf 
with contempt , and his aff:Rionto her with ſcorn. He is importunate in his ſute , and ſhe 
perverſe and obſtinace in her deniall, but ſk: reſolves to conceal itfrom all the World. Azfor 
Alphouſo, he(aftcr ſome fix monerhs timeYacquaints the Lady Sophia his Mother herewith, and 
with his fervent deſire and affc&ion to marry Eleanore ; but ſhe chargeth him on her ble 
never to proceed any further herein without her conſent and order ; and quoth ſhe, if here (in 
the preſence of God and himſelf ) thou wilt now ſwear wholly to abandon all thy former yj- 
ces, henceforth to be abſolutely Icd by my advice and counſcll, and to ftecr all thy ations by 
'the tar of Honour, and the card of Vertuc, then | will promiſe thee to uſe all my beſt endeavor 
and poſſible power, both with Caſſino and Eleanorazto ctiQ thy deſires, Alphonſo hereat(wich 
much courtefie and humility )thanks his Mother, and ſolemnly ſwears to God and her, to per- 
form all theſe points carefully and punCtually; and to add the more Religion and reverence to 
this Oath, he doth it on his knees; and it is a wonderfull joy to her, to ſee that the fruits and 
eff:Cts thercofdo accordingly fall out and follow : for this her Son Alpboſo in a very few 
dayes,is become a new man, and ſhe from her heart and foul praifeth and glorficth God for 
this his happy converſion : and if his Mother Sophia be glad thereof, no leſs is our ſweet young 
Eleanora, for now hcreby ſhe ſces that ſhe is rid of her Sutor, 

Caſſine comes over three ſeverall times to Caſſall to ſee his Nzece, The Lady Sophia gives 
him her beſt entertainment. He is wonderfull glad to ſee that ſhe hath imprinted ſuch Cha» 
rafters of vertuc and honourin her; and during his ſtay there, Sophia chargeth her Son Alphoy- 
ſonot to ſpeak or motiona word to Caſſino, of this his affcQion to his young N:ece Eleanore ; 
ſo he bears himſelf exceeding modeftly and repeRtively cowards him, and for his Mother, (he 
holds it fit natas yet to break or ſpeak a word hereof to Caſsins, Caſsino (no way dreaming of 
thcir intents and deſires towards his Neece) tels the Lady Sophie , he is infinitly joyſull to ſee 
that her Son Alphonſo proves Fame to be truc, but a tatling goddeſs in his condition, and con- 
verſation 3 whereat ſh: heartily thanks him : and thinking then (though reſervedly and ſecret- 
lyJto take time and opportunity at advantage , ſhe leaves not a vertue of her Sons either undiſ- 
Played, or unmagnified,but extols them all to the skic,and himſelf beyond the Moon, and fo 
caves the remainder hereof to time, and the iſſue of God. But yet revolving and ruminating 
in her mind, how(in a fair and honourable way )to obtain this rich and beautifull young prize 
for her Son; and holding it diſcretion, not as yet cither to motion or mention it to her, the 
ſccratly layes wait at Vergalito know when Ce/fine will have home his Necce , and ſo ſome 
three weeks beforg that time ſhe holds it fix to motion it to him by her Letter, which ſhe doth 
in theſe cearms. Sophis 
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giſt XXII,  Sopbia, and her wretched Son Alphonſo 


SOPHIA to CASSINO. 


THe fervent affeftion, and vertuous deſire of my Son Alphonſo, to marry your Neece Elcanora 
is now the ſole cauſe and argument of this my Letter 10 you,the which I had not attempted to, 
write or ſed you, but that I know his love and zeal to ber is as pure, as her beauty and tertues are 
exce.eut. He (without my privacy or knowledge Jhath already meticned his ſmte 10 her, and as be 
zells me, foe hath returned him her deniall injtead of her conſent, whereof I held my ſelf bound to ad- 
rertiſe yous becauſe his ambition and mine herein is ſo honourabley' as it ſhall go hand in hand with 
wr good will and approbation, but never wahout ir, eſpecially in regard you have pleaſed torecom- 
mend ber to my charge and cujiody , wherein 1 faithfully promiſe you z nothing ſhall be de(igned or 
aftiſcd to the prejudice of her honour or your coment. Allthe eftate and means which I can give,or 
you require of mee, to make my Son a fit Husband for your Neece, 1 will freely and Chearfully de art 
with; aud yet were I not fully and firmely aſſured, that he is now as deeply enamonred of vertue and 
vdneſs , as heretofore be was of their comtraries , neither my tongue or pen had dared thus to bave 
preſented his ſute to h: r acceprance, and your con(ideration. The joy and bleſſing of which Marriage 
(if God wn bis ſecret and ſacred Providence 1eſulve to make it a Marriage) will,I hope in the end be 
theirs , the honour mine, aud the coment your own ; wherein I requeſt your anſwer , andentreat you to 
remain mojt confident \ that both in this , and in all things ele, Alphonſo's will and rejolution ſhall 


ever be Sophia's, and bers, Caflino's. 
SOPHIA, 


Caſſino, upon the receit and pexaſall of this Letter of the Lady Sophie, is not a little diſplea» 
ſed, to ſee her ambition in defiring his Neece Eleanore for wife to her Son Alphonſo , and al» 
though he be formerly well acquainted with the weakneſs of the Mothers cftate, as alio perfe- 
Aly advertiſed of her Sons debauched life, and corrupt and prodigall converſation, howſoever 
fe pretend to puta vertuous gloſs and colour hereon to the contrary , yet he holds it diſcre= 
tion to ſeem to be ignorant of the one, and not to take notice of the other, burwill frame his 
excuſe torhem hercin, that he hath alrcady diſpoſed of his Neece , and that their motion to 
him for her came too late, when in heartreſolving tomake her preferment and fortunes more afſ- 
fared, and not fo doubefull ; and to match her in a higher blood, and nobler family than that 
of theirs 3 he yct in diſcretion and honour , knowing himſelf bound to anſwer the Lady S9- 
pbia*s Letter , cals for Pen and Paper, and by her own Scrvant and Meſſenger returns his mind 


and reſolution to her thus. 
CASSINO to SOPHIA, 


Lthough the tender years of my Neece Eleanora m_— incapable of marriage, yet your rich 
A fr and reſplendent - merits , and your Son Alphonſo's konoxrable affetiion and zeal to 


her (which every way exceeds her poor beauty and vertues ) hadinfallibly made me to grent her for his 
wife, which I am now inforced to'deny, inregard I have already (by my promiſe) diſpoſed and given 
her to another before your Letter came to -_, 19" z 4nd conſequently before that motion of bis arri= 
ved to wy knowledge and underflanding : For to me it would and ſhould have been both a ſweet 
joy and @ ſingular honour , to have ſeen your Son matched to my Neece in the lincks of Wedlock, Bus 
God having otherwiſe decreed it; you have many reaſons to reſt confident, that your Son is reſerved for 
ber better , and ſhe promiſed to his inferiour; and therefore the freeneſs of this| your profered cour« 
teſie to her, and of your honourable reſpeti and affeion towards me, ſhall for ever ye me to 4 thanks 
full acknowledgment and an immortall obligation z and 1 will make it my chiefeſt Felicity and Amby= 
tion, if (in requitall thereof) I may any way either ſerve you in your Son Alphonſogoribrm in bis Moe 
ther Sophia, of whoſe converſion ro rertue, and propenſion to goodneſs, your Letter hath ſo firmely and 
joyfully aſſured megthat the truth bereof will , 1 hope, hereafter prove his happixeſs in your con» 
rent and glory 3 the which my moſt Religious Prayers ſhall jtill deſire of Gia, becauſe be is your only 
Child and Somby Nature,and your felf my mojt homourable ſriend both by deſert and purchaſe. 


| CASSINO, | 
H Within 
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CA 
Within three weeks after that Caſſino had diſpatched away this his Letter to the Lady g,. 
phia , he then (in contemplation and conlideration ofthe debauſhed lite and corrupt prancky 
and vices of her Son Alphonſo) not thinking his Necce El2anora to be ſafe with her in Caſſyy 
for fear leſt her oId wit , or his ſmooth rongue might peradventure too far prevaile and wor 
upon her young years ard indiſcreet 2ffcEtion ; he therefore ſends over his Coach , and gp 
of his Servants to bring her home, and to the Lady Sophia writes this Gratulatory Letter 
for her honourable education and cntertainment. 


CASSINO to SOPHIA:; 

Ccording to my laft Letter to you, having heretofore privatly contraQed my Neece Eleanorg 
A to aHusband, reaſon and Religion, his requeſt and my promiſe now require, that I take her 
from you in Caffall to give ker to him here in Vercely 3 to which effet T kere ſend my Coach ayd 
Servant to you for ber, and deſire you to return her to me with your beſt prayers as T ſent ber toy,y 
with my beſt «ffefion :; and had not God now tiſited me with ſickneſs , my reſolutoin for ber rewy 
had not bern either ſo ſuddain or ſo ſpeedy. For your kowourable care in adtraing her few Jear; 
with ſo many excellent vertnes and ſweet perlefions , I knew not how 10 %:ſerte, nuch leſs bow oye. 
quite, except in my Prayers and Oriſcns 1c Ged for his teſt ſaveurs and graces toyon, and the bej 
proſperities and honours to your Son ; But if my age now Canuot, I hope ker ycuth hereafter willey. 
deavour partly to free me of that debt and to acquit her ſelf of -that ſtrong chligaticn , till when a; ] 
will not fail to giveit a place in my hearty ſo I am ſure will not ſpe likewiſe to allot it one in her re. 
membrance : in which mean time, T forget not my chieſeſt reſets firſt toyuur ſelf, then to yur Sg, 
God give give ns all bis Grace that we may live and die his Servants. 


CASSINO. 


Now as Caſſino's fi) ſk Letter to Sophia( wherein he denied her Son to marry his Neece ) ex- 
ceedingly afflifted and diſcontented her , ſothis his ſecond to her , wherein he ſo ſuddenly 
ſends for her away from her, doth cxtreamly 2fli& and torment her , and not only her , bur 
likewiſe her Son 4/phonſo, whois all in ſorrow , all ingrict hercat: For now they feare that 
their hopes of this young Lady are fryſtrated , and ſhe according to her Unclcs report in his 
Letter is contraed to ſome Ga'lant of Vercelly : When Alphonſo again laying before his Mo- 
ther the fervency of his aff.ion to Eleanora , and repreſenting unto her the extremity of the 
grief and mifery which her refuſall of him, and his loſſe of her, will occaſion him, he with 
ſighs and tcarsagainand again entrcats his Mother to ſeck otit ſome cure for this his diſconſo- 
lation, and that ſhe will pleaſe once more to try her chicfeſt wits and invention to change 
Eleanore's refuſal , and her Uncle Caſſin's deniall of him to be her Husband 3 when ar laſt his 
Mother being much moved and induced with theſe his forrowſull paſſions and importunitice, 
ſhe before her departure doth her felt break this motion for her Son to'her , wherein her wic 
and age ſets upon the innocency and ſimplicity of her youth , with the ſweeteſt Oratory and 
moſt delicious ſpeeches and perſwafions which poſſibly ſhe could invent, but ſhe finds her Art 
to be Ignorance, and her Eloquence folly therein. For Eleanor is (as young as ſhe is) deaf to 
her requeſts , and dumb to her entreatics and perſwafions 3 returning contempt to the firft,and 
little deafneſs ro the ſecond, and diſdain to both z ſo as in dereftation of his ſure , and envy 
of his aff:Qion, ſhe will no more hear the Mother for her Sons ſake, nor ſee the Son for his 
Mothers ſake. When yet again, alchough Sophia deſpaire of the Neece, yet ſhe will once more 
make farther triall of her Uncle Caſino, flattering her (If with the hope, and her hope with 
this conceit, that his pretence of precontraQting her to another , might be but only a policy of 
his , to try, her » Sons aff:&ion in his conſtanc y towards his Nrece , and her own zeal 
in her perſeverance thereof towards himſelfe: When ſecing Break-faſt beings ended , 
the Coach prepared, and Eleanora ready to depart, ſhe betakes her to her Cloſer, where taking 
pen and paper, ſhe haſtily ſcribles out a few lines, and ſcaling up her Letter, delivereth it pri- 
vatly to Eleanor, whom (he ſecretly prayeth, and cff:ually conjureth to deliver it carcfully 
to her Unkle Caſfino at her comming to Vercely, which this young Lady confidently promiſeth 
her, when likewiſe taking her own Coach, ſh: and her Son conduft her three or four milcs in 
her way, where the Mother with many ſugred ſpeeches and complements, and the Son with 
many amorous fighs, regards and kiſſes, take their leave of her, they returning to Caſſall, and 
ſhe driving away to her Uncle Caſſino at Varcely, who receives her with much joy, and wel- 
comes her with infinite gladneſs and hamanity z to whom ſhe delivering the Lady Soptia's 
Letter, he haftily breaking up the ſeals thereof, finds therein this Language. ——_ 
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Ito woes 


SOP HIA to CASSINO. 


FT) E fore I was ſo happy to anſwer your firſt Letter , your fecond which now cals home your Neece 
from me, makes me again double unfortunate : Neitber do I hold it your reſolution, but rather 
your pleaſure, or at leaſt your policy, in thinking to make me beleeve you bave formerly contratied ber 
yanotber. I will not ſay but that ſhe deſerves my Sons betters in marriage; but thus much I will ſpeak, . 
for him out of my knowledge of his affeQion, and confidence, of his zeal towards her, that in heart and 
ſoul be is @ perfeft bonourer of her yertues , and a true admirer of her Beauty : Tea, andno way to 
exceed or ſtray from the truth, I bave many pregnant reaſons for this belief of mine , that be is @ ſer= 
vent to the firit, and a ſlave to the ſecond, and that bis flame is ſo fervenct towards her , that he 
. would rhink himſelf honoured to proftrate his life at her feet,and eftrem himſclf bleſſed toreceive his 
Death at ber command; Think wot then ſo ſlightly of him, whothinks ſo ſeriouſly and ſincerely of 
her; and this aſſure your ſelf,that if you will give her to bim in marriage, 1 will grve nothing which 
J enjoy in the world from him. In dbedience to your requeſt and order, I now ſend you your Neece, 
amd 1 am ſure that her proficiency as her ſtay , hath been ſo ſmall with me in Cafſall, as it neither 
deſerves her debt , or your obligation , your requitall or her remembrance. My Son was deſirous to 
have viſited yon with this Letter , but that I commanded his Pen and reſolution berein to filence: And 
mtwith/tanding all your prayers for his proſperity, I am aſſured he is more your reall Servant, 
than you as yet are his intended friend. God bleſs your ſelf and my Son, your Neece and my ſelf, and 
make 1's all the lovers of his Grace, and the heirs of bis glory, 


SO PHIA 


Caſino upon the peruſall ofthis Letter, perceiving that the Lady Sophie and her Son Al- 
phonſo , were (ofar from giving over thcir ſute to his Neece Eleanor, as they now proſecuted 
it with more importunity and violence than before, he not only cals her reſpeft roward him, 
but her diſcretion in her ſelf in queſtion, to ſee that ſhee is incredulous that he hath precon.. 
trated her , or that his former Letters to her in that bebalf are not worthy of her belicf and 
confidence : Whereupon being ſenſible of a kind of difreſpeft and wrong , whereof ſhe had 
voluntarily made her (elf guiley towards him, in the paſſage of this bufineſs, and abſolutely 

to hearken to, or entertain any other parley , and ſo to caft away his Necece on the 
vices and prodigalities ofher Son, He agning his pen with diſcontent and choller, returns her 
this perempcory anſwer, which he covenanteth and reſolves wich himſelf, (ball be the very 


- ift that he will cither wrice or ſend to her in this nature. 
CASSINO to SOPHIA, 


Had well hop'd and thought, that your affefion and judgment would have deemed my former Let= , 

rers to you(in contrating my Neece) to be currant, not comterfeit 3 yea, to be the pyre truth , and 
therefore no way my policy th ihform you of the contrary ; for ſuch proceedings to any one, eſ> 
pecrally to your ſelf (whom I ſo much reſpeli for your Birth , and honour for your vertues)are as nn- 
w!thy of meg as | am and will be ignorant of them : As for your Son, his zealto my Neece, or his 
affettion to ker ſervice in the way of Marriage; if it be as pure and fervent as you affirm it , ſhe 15 the 
mere bound 10 him; but I notwithſtanding , the leſs to your ſelf , in that you endeavour to make me 
#1 enemy to my ſelf and to mine own honour , which next to my Soul is the beſt part of my ſelf , inper= 
ſwalling me to take ber from a Gentleman , to whom (by faith and promiſe) Ihave ſolemnly given 
her ; and as this was my flrſt , ſo it ſhall be my laſt reſolution and anſwer to you , which I aſſure you 
T write not ſlightly, but (to uſe your «wn words) ſeriouſly and ſincerely : Therefors T thank you for 
impoſing filence to your Sons pen z and if you will henceforth likewiſe preſcribe the ſame Law to yo 
own herein ,1 will take it both for a courteſie and a reſped from you ; only in any other matter what- 
ſeever that you will think me capable to ſtead him, or ſerve you , your will and pleaſure ſhall be my 
Lew,and your Letters ſhall recerve many reſpefs and kiſſes from mee. T have recerved my Neece, and 
her tongue , and mine eye and eare informe me , bow much we both are bound toyou for your cart, 
avitl bey proficiencie in Caſſall, th? which my Age and her Touth will expoſe to Ujury before T have the 
honour to pay you the Principall, and hee the imereſt thereof. God ever bleſs youg and your Son Al- 
phonſo, end give you no leſs joy and honour of him, then T hope and defire to find in mine dn Neect 


I 
. | CASSINO. 
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Alliftance, he likewiſe cals fora Chair, ſo ſhe is brought to her Chamber , andlaid in her 
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The Lady Sophia grieves , and her Son A/phoſo tormes at the receipr of this unkind Letter 
from Caſſino , whereby they ſee their hopes of his N:ece Eleanora reverſed and fruſtrated; and 
although this his flat rcfuſall made her of opinion no more to ftir or intermeddle herein , yer 
(as Lovers arc impatient oſdenials and delaycs)) ſome three weeks after, he prayes his Mother 
to xide over to Vercely, again to prove Caſſino , and likewiſe to (again  ) motion and ſolicite ie 
ro Eleanora, hoping that her preſence may purchaſe that which her Letters cannot procurezand 


| he is very defirwus and willing toaccompany her himſelf. His Mother Sophie grants both hig 


requeſts ; they arrive to Vercely, where the Mother courts the Uncle and the Son the Neecc;and * 
alchough thcy finde exceeding great Cheer and noble Entertainment, yet in the point-of their 
bufincls, which is A!phouſo'sMarriage to Eleanora, they finde themſelves loft, and their ſure in 
vainczand ſo they are enforced to return to Caſſell with their definitive ſentence of deniall, 
which makes her to bite the lip , and infinitcly grieves and exaſperates her Sonz ſo now hee 
again caſts off the Cloak of Vertue, and far worſe thau cyer, flies 0 his old vices and fins,which 
his Mother with her ſweet perſwaſions & remonſtrances can no longer retaine or conceal,cſpe» 
cially from his Whoring and Drunkenneſs : yea, and which is moſt Iamentable and deplorable, 
he will no longer ſerve God, cither abroad or at home , for he forſakes the Church, and 
wholly abandoneth that ſweet and Heavenly vertue of Prayer, which is the ſpirituall food and 
life of the Soul. His Mother Sophia excecdingly weeps and grieves hereat , but how to remedy 
it the knows not : For his diſcontent hath made him fo vicicus,his vices ſo obſtinate , and his 
obitinacy ſo outragious and violent, as his Mother ſurfcits with his Love-ſute to Eleanore , and 
will no more intermeddle with it. He prayes and reprayes her to make one Journey more for 
him to Vercely to ſee what alterations time may have wrought in the hearts of Caſſino and E- 
leanora, bur (he is as averſe and wilfull , as he is obſtinate and peremptory : and therefore con« 
ſtantly vows, neither ro write, nor ever to confer more with them herein, But this reſalute 
anſwer of the Mother breeds bad blood,in the Son, yea it makes a Mutiny in his thought , a 
Civill Warc in his Hart , and a flat Rebellion in his reſolucions againſt her for the ſame, to 
which the D-vill{the Arch-enemy,and Incendiary of our Soules ) blowes the Coals For bee 
who hcrctofore looked on his Motherſwith obedience and aff. tion,cannot(or at leaſt, will not 
ſee her now bur with contempt and malice yea, he is ſo devoid of Grace, and fo exempt of 
Goodneſs , that he looks from Charity to Wrath, from Religion to Revenge , from Heaven to 
Hellz and ſo reſolves to murther her, thinking with himſelf, that it he had once diſpatche her, 
he ſhould chen be ſole Lord of all her wealth, and that then this his great and «ſalute EfRate 
would ſoon induce Caſſizo and Eleanora , to accept of his affcAion ; Biit he reckons withous 
his Soul and without God, and therefore no marycll if theſe bis bloudy. hopes deceive and be- 
tray him, his Religion and Conſcience cannot prevail with him , neither hath his Soul cith& 
grace or power cnough to divert him from this fatall buſineſs ,and exccrable reſolution ; for he 
will be ſo infernall a Monſter of Nature, as toaft her death of whom he reccived hislife. He 
conſults with himfelf , and the Devill with him , whether he ſhould tab or poyſon her, but 
hc holds it far more ſafe and leſs dangerous, touſe the Drug than the Dagger; and ſo 


© concludes upon poyſon 3 to which end he being reſolute in his rage, thus to make away his 


Mother, he as an cxecrable. Villaine(or indeed rather as a Devill)provides himſelfe to poyſon, 
the which he ſtill carrics about him, waiting for an opportunity , to give an end to this deplo» 
rable bufincſs, the which the Devill very ſhortly adminiſtreth him: =—The manner thus. 
This refufall of Sophia to her Son Alphouſo, and his miſerable relapſe to Whoredome, Drun- 
kenne(s, and negleQ of Prayer, doth exceedingly diftemper the Lady Sophie his Mothers ſpi- 
rits , and they her body , ſo that ſh: is three dayes fick of a burning. Feaver 3 when to allay the 
ſervour of that unaccuftomed heat, ſh: cauſeth ſome Almond»milk to be made her , the which 


* ſh: compoundeth with many cool herbs and other wholſome- Ingredients of that nature and 


quality 3 which ſhe takes three times cach day, morninggafcer dinner , and before ſhe goes to 
Bcd : Sothe third day of her fickneſs , walking in the oon in one of the ſhaddowed Al- 
lics of her Garden with her Son , and there with hee beſt advice reifying and direRing his re- 
ſolutions from Vice to Vertue , ſhe is uncxpeRedly ſurpriſed with the ſymtome of her Feaver, 
when ſitting down, and cauſing her waiting Maid to hold her Head in one of the Arbours, ſhee 
prayes her ſon Alphonſo torunto her Chamber , and to bring her a ſmall wicker Bottle of Al- 
mond-milk , the which he doth , bac bloudy Villain that he is , nothing can withold him (bar 
his Heart being tempered with inhumanity and cruclty ) he firft poures in bis Poyſon thercin, 
and chen gives it her, who , good Lady , drinks two-great draughts thereof ; when a ſwear 
preſently over-ſpreading her face , and ſhe beginning to look pale , he (as a wretched Hy 

crite )makes a loud outcry from the Garden tothe Houſe , and calling their ſervants to her 


Bcd 
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dead, and wirhin tew hours atter ( as a vertuous Lady and innocent Saint ) ſhe forlakes this 
Life and chis World tor a berter, and the ignorance of her Servants, and her bloody Son 
(drench'd as it wers in the civolers of his feigned tears , rogecher with his exceſſive lamenta- 
tons ) do cofhin her dead body up ſomewhat privatly and ſpeedily fo. that there is no 
thonght nor ſalpition of Poyſonz and thus was the lamentable Murther , and deplorable end 
of this wiſe and religious Lady Sophia committed by her own wretched and internall Son. 
Now this Devill A/phonſo (to ſet the better luſtre on his ſorrows » and he better varniſh and 
ehlour on his mourning for the death of his Mother) gives ber a ſtately Funeral] ,the powp 
md colt whereof, not only equallized, but exceeded theic rank 2nd quality : For he leit no 
Gentleman or Lady in or aboat Cafſs#/ uninviced to be at her Butiall,and his Feaſt, aud deigh- 
himſelf and all his Kinsfolks and Servants in mourning attire, thereby the berter to carry 
off che leaſt retlxion or (hadd ow of ſaſpicion from him of this his foul and inhumane Mar- 


Te news of the Lady Sopbis"; death, runs from Gafſsl! to Percely, where Caſfinoand his 
Neece Eleanore underſtanding thereof, they both of them exceedingly lamenc and forrow for 
& in vg ſhe was a very honourable, wiſe, and religious Lady , and to whom the tender 
youth of Ekanors was infinicly beholding <ad indebced for many of her ſweet vertucs and per- 
hions; fo that as her Uncle honoured, her fo this his Neece held her felt bound to reverence 
her , as making her eminent and wngular vertues the mould and pattern whereon ſhe framed 
{1 her xerreftriall comportmears and ations , which in few moneths after were fo many, and 
foexcellent , that as the was known co be one of the moſt beautifull, ſo ſhe was likewiſe 
—_ £9 be one of the wileſt young Ladics of all that City and Country, which to- 
ere 


wich h:r own great Eſtace , as alfo. that of her Uncle Ceffino's to the tuil enjoying 

of (18 conternplation of her vertues and conſanguinity) he had juſtly boch defigned and 

red her his fole Heir; the which made her to be ſought in marriage by divers young gal- 

ts of very noble and chiet houfer; moſt whereof were ſuperior to Alpbonſo , both in dicod 

and-weelch. When her Uncle ar lait (with hcr own free affeQion and conſent ) privacly 

her to Signiof Hieronyme Braſciano, acich and brave young Gentleman of Vircyly, 

' Who was Nephew and Hair to the Bithop of that City; but he being likewiſe very young, 

the rendernets ofbock their ages diſpenſed them from as yet lying together, and the Bi- 

| hop and her Uncle Cffixs (for ſome imporcant reaſons nown to [themſelves ) cauſed 

their marriage as yer £6 be concealed from all the world with great privacy and (ecrecy,he 

the moſt pert living with che Biſhop his Lacle at the Cicy of Twrin (which is the Court of 

the Duke of Sovey ) and ſhe in Vercely with her Lincle Caſcine, only they yidit each boy yo with 

tir Letters , which is all the familiarity :rhac as yet they are perwicted to xcap receive 
each of other. i Foot al-5 0 

” And here the true order of our Hiſtory cals us again , to ſpeak of this degenerate and de- 

1hed Gentleman A/pbonſs, whohad no mms, his guilcy bands in the innocene 

of the Lady Sepbis his Mother ; buc hethen wichoutany farther (hew of ſorrow, or 


or ſenſe of repentance for the ſame,again deſperatly abandoneth hiaaſelf to all old vices 


und prodig tides, flaanting &k our-in brave apparell ( for his mourning weeds be ſpeedily caſt 
off nad Tatuiadeges france tn whe val Ocean of all. his carnall Delights, and worldly 
Pleaſures and Senſwyalities , never thinkiog of Religion-or Preyer, but paſſeth away whole 

wes and thights; yea conſurneth whole weeks and moneths in all liceatiqus riots, and cx- 
Ces mn lipatiriesolch his debauſhed Companions and Swrawpets, which began to drown 
tif Eftare,and to devour his Lands apace : end inthe heat and ruffle of theſe his joviall follies, 
"md exorbirant incemperancies., he berhinks himſelf again of the wealth and beauty of the 
young Lady Elcanwrs, and fo(in thevanity of his conceits, and the imbeaillſcy of his judge- 
ment ) flattering himſelf, chat; being now Lord of all-hisd;ceaſed Mothers Lands, and 
Wealth, her Uncle Cs/1inocon'd noc refufe togive her him1in Marriagegnot ſo much.as once 
treaming or remembring how plainly and. pereraptorily.,both he and ſhe bad formerly given 
dighw himwlf and bis followers in-excceding ri Aer 


'bimm the repulſe : To which etbe& ke 
Parrell, -and (with a train too worchy efhimGlfbe ridegoren. co Vercrhs, audchere ego 
*moft inmportunate Sutor, both ro.Coſiinoand Tleanors, fiolt acting ker + and (hen counting þ 

"Untle for her : but «ll in vain, for he pats him off wich. difreſpe# , aod he rejes. him with 
"Bifttaitz; and when yer they ſce-chat bis i | herein pafſeth the hownds of zeal 
*exceederh the limits of diſcretion and civility, then Coſcinaath.him plainly that h 
"married; and that therefore (iwvchat confidermion.)) be. fot bide Him bis, houſe and | hex, gom- 
'pany ; which point of diſcourteſie (and as Alphonſo tearms it of dilhoner Jag him be rakex in 
41 part froth Cofrino , thac exchanging his reaſon m_ rage and forgating binlelf xo,bea 
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man, or which is more a Gentleman , or which is mot of all a Chrittian, he again itrikey 
hands and agrees with the Devil , and for meer deſpight and I that he will wur- 
ther Caſiins : The Devill making him ſirong in the vanity of thus belief apd confidence, thas 
this ſpeech and ſuggeſtion of his , that his Neece Eleanors is married,is but fabulous and falſe 
and that if he were once dead, he cculd nor impeach or hinder him from enjoying the faire 


- and rich Ekaenorato his Wife, which is the ſame prodigious bait and Jure whereby Sathan 


formerly drew, and berrayed him to poyſon his Mother : the Devill fill ſo cloſely over-vail 
ing his Conſcience and Soul , and to eclipling, and winking his underſtanding and judge. 
ment , that as his hand, ſo his heart is inured and obdurated to the effuſion of innocent 
blood,znd therefore he will not retire with grace , but onwards with impiety to the finiſhing 
of this cruell Murther of Cſiinoz and although he bad an icching defire, and an bellifh am- 
bicion likewiſe to effeRt is by Poyſon , yet in regard he was denied accefſe to his houſe and 
company, as alſo for that he was unacquainted with any Apothecary or Phyſician of Ver. 
cely, he therefore reſ@lyes with the Devill to do it by a Carabine, which many times by night 
he wore and carried about him. There is nothing ealler than to do evill, and as it is the na» 
ture , (ſoit is the policy of Sathan , as well to furnifb us with the means, as the matter theres . 
of: For when we caſt our ſelves from malice to Revenge, and from revenge to Maurther, he 
then makes us induſtrious , firſt in the contriving , and then in the execution thereof, butin 
the end God will ſo ordain , that chis helliſh policy ſhall curn co miſery. 

Alphonſo's malice againſt Coſtino will give no peace to kis thoughts, ſo he informs him» 
If, chat every morning and evening he is accuſtomed ro walk alone in his Garden , for an 
hour or ewo in his fpirituall Meditations , and therefore he thinks chis a fit place (from ſome 
adjacent houſe or window) to ſhoot at him 3 when being likewiſe afſured, that chere was a 
poor ſmall Tavern(not much frequented with co ) that Jay ſomewhat neer and com- 
modious to Caſ;ino's Garden , he reſolves to make c oils of that, and there to give end &@ 
this bloody butinefle, which his hearc ſo mach deſfireth, fo abandoned by God, and guided 
and condudted by the Devill, he about ſix of the clock in the evening rides thither, and tying 
up his Horſe to thedoorghe in a diſguiſed ſute of Apparell,pretending there co ſtay for a 
of his, which promiſed to come thither to meet him ({ and having purpoſely ſent away his 
Servants before him to Coſſu//)he goes —_ the Chamber , cal: for Wine and ſomething to 
eat, the better to favourand colour out his lay there , when bolting the Chamber doorto 
him, he (putting afide the paper Caſements, which they uſe in 1:4 to expell the _ 
of the Son) from thence(according to his former intelligence ) plainly perceives Coſcine walk» 
ing in his Garden wich his Hat in one hand, and his Breviary ( or Prayer-book ) wherein 
he reads , in another, with which he was as buſie with God in his meditations and devo» 
tions , as he was with che Devill , in charging his Carabine with a brace of Bullets , and dreÞ 
fing of his Fire-lock,and priming of his powder touch-hole, when , withouc the leaſt ſpark 
of grace, orfear of God, or his puniſhments , he les fe as him ; and the Devill had made 
him ſo experta Mark-man , that as {sſiine was ſoftly comming on, walking cowards the 
Window , wherein he ſecretly and ſcelerouſly fiood,both the bullets hit him right in the 
a littile below the left Pap, whereof this harmelefle and religious old Gentleman Caſrino 

p:eſently dead to the ground, and none being in the Garden with him (wherein I my ſelf 
have fince ſometimes been ) I couldjnos underfland, that he had the power or happineſs to 
fpeak a word : But we ſhall ſce, that this inhumane{and bloody murthercr, ſhaHY nor go far 
before the J et of God will and overtake him. The manner whereof is thus. 
- As ſoon as Aipbonſo had given this bloody blow, and ſeen Coſzino fall dead to the ground, 
he unbolcing the Chamber, preſently reſolves to take horſe and fipe away, but God ordained 
the contrary : For as —— —_ Carabine into his Belt , God preſently firuck 
him into a ſtupified ſwoon, f falling to the ground, thenoiſe of his fall, the report of 
his Carabine,and the ratling of his Sword and it, preſently invited the people, of the houſe 
below, to ſee what had befaln above to this Gentleman , where finding him groveling and 
paſping for life, they (by Gods immediat direQion ) do think that he hath there ſhot and 
murthered himſelf; when deveſting him of his Apparell, and laying him in bed to ſearch for 
his wounds ,' they find none; but yet it is an hour before they perceive any motion, or ation 


of life in him. © And chen opening his eyes, he with a diftratted look'and amazid counte- 
nance, deeming himſelf upon the of death ; and that for his murthering of C aſcine 
the Lord in his judgement had 


firacken him with fadden death , he ncng chis 


foal and bloody a of his, co lie upon his ſoul and conſcience, in this laſt Scen (as he 


then” thought) of is life, he (rather raving then ſpeaking) in the heat of bis madneſs and 
diſtraQtion, cryes out again and again, that he had murthered Coftino : The which the 
of the houſe are exceedingly aftoniſhed ro underſtand. And now by this time Cofino is _ 
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dadin the Garden , and ſhot thorow with a brace of Bullets. So his Neece Elranors js all in 
ears herear, andall Vercelie reſounds of chis his lamentable murther. When C2ſine' 1: friends 
and ſervancs make ſpeedy ſearch for the Murtherer , and finding a Horleryed to this | ittle Ta- 
yern door , they find the Man, Wife, and Servants thereof in out-crycs and amaze ment: So 
they aſcend the ſtai's, find A/phonſo in bed, with his Carabine by him on the Fench , and his 
doths on the Table, and examining the people of the Houſe , they report to them this ſud- 
dain accident of his ſwooning, and therein of his confeflion of the murthering of Caſoinez 
fo they all praiſe and glorifie God, in that they have ſo ſoon, and {o readily found ont the in- 
humane Auchour and Aﬀor of this bloody Murther, 
7 Bue here before | proceed farther, 1 (in the name and fear of God ) do requeſt and invite 
the Reader to take notice of another remarkable (1 may ſay miraculous)circumſtance of Gods 
mercy and glory, which likewiſe appears in this deteQtion and confelfion of A/phonſs, to be 
the cruell murtherer of this innocent, harmeleſs Gentleman (aſitino; for he being na better 
than diſtraRed of his wits , before God had cauſed and he him to confeſs it, which elſe 
he had never done, bur that in the agnoy and anxiety of his ftupified ſpirits he (as I have for- 
_ 'merly ſaid) thought himſelf on the poinr and brink of death , and no ſhaddow of hops lef 
him, eicher of this life or chis World : Then , I ſay , as ſoon as he had confefledit, Godin 
his good pleaſure and providence preſently reftored him again to his perfe& health , ſtrength, 
and memory ; fo that being put in mind, and again remembring his confeſſion, and ſeeing the 
eminency of hi« danger by che preſence of Zaſrino's friends and ſervants, who were there pre- 
ſence about his Bed, co apprehend and carry him away to Priſon for the ſame 3 he now with 
tears, 20d bitter Oaths, andcurſes, declines and recants what he hath formerly ſpoken there. 
of, and rather as the Devill chan a Chriftian, in lotty and proud ſpeeches ftands upon the 
-xerms of his juſtification, alleadging and affirming to them farther that what he had formerly 
"confefſed , or ſaid to them,concerning the murther of Coſjino, proceeded from th- 
rature of his heart and brains, in that of his diſtraRion, or elſe from the deluſions and temp- 
tations of the Devill , and no otherwiſe. But bis own confeſſion, the teſtimony of thoſe of 
the houſe who heard it, and the reſt of the preſumptions and circumſtances are ſo 
and apparant , that he is the undoubted murtherer of Coſrino, as they beleeve not what he now 
fayes in his own behalf and Apologiez or that ie is any way the deluſions of the Devill , bus 
the'good pleaſure of God, which brought him to this deceRion and conviRtion of himſelf 
for the ſame: So they being deat to his requeſts and Oaths , they enforce him to draw on 
his apparell , and then by order of the criminall Judges , that night commic him to 
Priſon, where the Devill having brought him, he now leaves him to himſelf, and co his 
own wet and confuſion, which it is to be believed, that the Lord hath ordained hall ſpee- 
dily beta!l him. 
- The next morning this Monfter of Nature Alphonſo , is called to his arraignment , where 
being by his Judges, charged with this foul murther, che Devill hath as yet ſo obdurated his 
hearr, as he not po it, but conteſts againſt it with vehemency and execrations. So 
the Viatner and his Wife, and Servants, are produced againſt him as , who acknow- 
ledge and confels his own confeſſion thereof, as qr rb of his Carabine, and the 
vicinity of their houſe,and proſpeR from the Chamber he was, to Coſtins's Garden, 
wherein az he was walking he was ſhot to death. When che mournfyll and ſorrowfull young 
Lady Eleanors, is likewiſe brought forth as awitnefſs againſt him, who informs his Judges , 
that « L/phowſo was a moſt importunate Sauter to her, both inſhis Mothers houſe as Caſ32/h, as 
alfo at her deceaſed Uncles houſe, here in Fereelie ; attng wn that ( in her hears and 
ſoule ) ſhe verily beleeves him to be the Murtherer of her Uncle. But fill he denies it 
wich choler and indignation ; Whercupon, the preſumptions and circumſtances hereof,being 
- - More apparant to his Judges, than the knowledge of this truth, they adjudge him to the Rack, 
where at the very firſt torments thereof, he with tears confefſerh ie; and God is now ſo merci- 
fall co his ſoule,as he ſcems to be very ſorrowfull and t thereof: ſo —_— him 
guiley, pronounce ſentence againſt him, the next day to have his head cut off for the ſame; 
and that night the Judges (out of their honourable zeal to charity and piery) ſend him ſome 
Friers to priſon to him,to dire his ſoule to Heaven; who willing him to disaburthen his con- 
ſcience and ſoul of anyſother capitall crime, which he might have committed in all the courſe 
of his life , to the end that it might not hinder her paſſage and tranſmigration from Earth to 
Heaven; He then and there reveals them, how he had alſo formerly poyſoned his own Mo» 
ther., the Lady Sopbis, at Coffall;for the which he likewiſe craved abſolution both of them and 
God. Whereat his Judges are exceedingly amaz'd and aftoniſhcd,to ſee a Gentleman ſo dege- 
nerate,inhumane,and bloody, as to be the death ofhis own Mother, of whom formerly he had 
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The following (according to his ſeatence) 4 
tion, A aklack ſatc of Silk Grograin, and a 
and drawn to much humility and contrition, by his ſecular Priefts arid Fricrs, be 


that he acknowledped , he no r deſeryedto tread on theface of the Earthyor to 


look bp to Heaven. That he knew not juſtly, whereunto to attribute this infaoy end wifey, 


but to his continuall neglc& and omifion of prayer, whereby be baniſhed 

God. and thereby gave the DO eo gore an intereſt over his body and ſoul z that he de 
fired God to forgive bitm, theſc his two foul and bloody crimes of: Murther, as alſo x 

kis negleR of Prayer 3 and ſo (with tears it bib yrs 
wiſcto pray unto God for him : When again deſcrching the yertuous young Lady Eleayors, 
to forgive him the murther of. her. good old Uncle Caffe, he often waking the fign.of 

Etok and-recommending himſelf into the hands of his emer , bad the Exccutioner d 
his office, who preſently with his Sword ſevered his head from his body, and both were imme, 
dialy andthe aſhes thrown into the River of Ticino, without the wals of Vercelie, aþ, 
| udges wete onee of ,to ſend hisfaid head andbodyte CAS SA LL 
of that place todo their pleaſure therewith, for there poyſoning of his own 


Sophia. | 
thus was the miſcrable(and yct deſerved) death and end, of this bloody and execrable 

Mrbon Alpbonſo, and in res ſort did the > and puniſhmencs of God befall hi 

moſt inhumanczand deplorable Murthers. May God of his infinite grace 


of win the farall Rock whereon he periſhed)chat ſo we may ſeeure our ſelves in this 
ourſoales in that #0 come. | 


| his ewo 
eres 4 ill fortific and cobfirme our faith by conftant-and continuall prayer (the want gps | 
World, 


Gods 


ny wh yr arp. $caffalg, 
a great concourſe of people, there made this ſhort ſpeech. That theſe two murtherers of ol 
kn apc rp of his own Mother , the Lady Sophie, were ſo odious in the Gabe ae Gods 


tall who were there preſencylikey 4 


> 5 =: 3-7 


lyratier let blood Aloncalhers Aarieta murtherd by Prerot after quat orion execuBion, , 


is, 


Gods reverige againſt the Crying and E: W) 


ecrable Sinne of Murther. 


HISTORY XXIV. 


Pont Chauſey kils La Roche in Duel. briflon cauſeth Moncallicr ( an Apetbecary) to poye 
fon his own Brother Valfontaine, Moncallier after fails , and breaks bis neck from a paire of 
Stairs. Quatbrifſon likewiſe cauſeth bis Fathers Miller Picrot to murther, and jtrangle Maricta 
in ber Bed, and to throw ber body 1mto bis Mill-pond. Picrot the Miller is broken alive on « wheel, 

* and Quatbriſon firſt beheaded, then burnt for the ſame. | 


V'VE E may truly ffirme , that the world is in her wane, when Murther is becomerhs 
| practice of Chriftians , which indeed is the proper cfhice of the Devill ; and how fre« 
| quently choſe wofull accidents happen , we cannot think of, but with much borrour, norre- 
member bur with grief;of mind, and compaſſion. of heart z For it is not to make our ſelves 
wilfall Traitors and Rebels to Ged, to violate his Divine Majefly, in ſpoiling bis true Ima 

and reſemblance; yea, is it not the high way of Hell? But that this age of ours produceth ſue} 
Monſters of Nature regd we but this enſuing Hiftory, and it will informe us of much innocens 


blood ſhed, wcknow nor whether more wiltully or wickedly. 


It is not unknown, that the Province of Little Brittain, was (long fince ) annexed and un» 
ted to the flouriſhing Kingdom of France, by the warriage ot Charles the Eighth, with Hnye 
the young Dutcheſs thercof, nowithfianding that ſhe was formerly contraAced ro Maximhes 
lien (Arch Duke of Afiria) where we ſhall underftand , that in the City of Vannes { formerly 
the Court' and Relidence of thoſe Brutiſh Dukes ) there of late years dwelt a Noble Gentleman 
(of cich Demain:s and Revenues)rermedMonſienr de Careſtaing, who by his Wite A 
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_ delle Ville Blanche, had two Sons, the eldeft named by his title Adonſieur de Quatbriſſon, ang 


che youngeſt Monſieur deV alfontaine : The firſt aged of twenty four ycars, being ſhort and Cor. 
pulent, the fecond of twenty , bing tall and (lender borh of them brave and bopefull Gendg. 
men, as well in their opeward perſonages ,as in the inward perfcCtions, and endowments of 
thcir minds ; . For in all reſpetts , the care and affc&ion of their Parents, had made their edu. 
cation anſwerable ro their births. // a/fontaine (for the moſt part) lived in the City of Nome; 
(the ſecond of that Ducchie wich an Lnele ot his named Monſieur de Manſſie , being Preſiden, 
of the Kings Chamber of Accounts which is kept there, who frequenting che Bals or publike 
Dancings (whereunto the youth of Fraxce arc generally addited )amongſt many other cxce. 
Icnt beauties, wherewith that Ciry is graced , and thole paſtimes and mectings honoured » ke 
ſees a young Gentlewoman{bcing a ſtranger , and newly come to the City ) ſo infinicely rich 
in the ccellaes of nature, and the treaſure of lovelincſs and beauty,as (with a kind of im 


_ rious commanding power)lhe attrafts all mens eyes to behold , ro admire, to aff:& her: $9 y 


although V elfonteines youthfull hcart and years, had never as yet ftooped or ſacrificed to Love, 

ct at the very firſt fight of this ſweet yong Genelewoman, (whoſe name we ſhall nor go far to 

now Jhe Cannot retain? his enamourcd eyes from gadding on the Roſes, and ranging on the 
Lillies ofher ſweet complexion, nor his reſolutions from enquiring , what her name and her 
ſelf was; -when being enformed, that ſhe was the-only Daughter and Heir of a rich and noble 
Gentleman', a Widdower termed Monſieur de Penelle,” of the Pariſh of Saint Argnaw , four 
Tcagucs from the City, and hcr name Madamoyſelle la Pratiere, of the age of ſome ſeventeen, t 
at the very firlt fight likes her ſo well , and loves her ſodeerly, that (if her interiour vertucs 
come not too: ſhort of her extcriour beauty and feature) he vows he will bc her Sutor and 
Servant; and fo he attempts to court and ſeek her for his Wife: 

To which end, he (more like a Tutor than a Pupill, in the Art and School of Love ) is ſo 
farr from negleRing any, asfhe curiouſly and carefully ſecks all opportunities and occalionsty 
enjoy the fclicicy of her company, and ſo (for the moſt part _) he conduts her toand tron 
the dancings, fits and talks with her in her Lodgings, ects her at Church , where «8 well 
at Veſpers as Maſs, he accompanies and Prayes with her , and (bricfly) ſhe can difficuklybe 
preſent any where, where he is long abſent from her ; For by this time (which js ſcarce a mo» 
neth fince he firft ſaw her)her peerleſs beauty , and unparallelPd vertucs and diſcourſe, haye 
ated ſuch amorous wonders in his heart, as he vows he muſt cither live her Huzband, or dye 
her Martyr.” Bur ſc the providence and pleaſure of God, for if V alfoptaine tenderly love our 
Cweet and fair La Pratiere, no lefſe doth ſhe him; for knowing him to be the Son of his Father, 
and therefore a Gentleman of Noble cxtraftion and worth z and ſecing him to be wiſe , dif- 
creet, and proper , asalſo remetnbring and marking , that he fervently and infinitely aff:& 
her, ſhc is ſo delighted with his neat feature and perſonage,and raviſhed with the melody of his 
diſcourſe, as albeit at firſt, her tongue be ſo civill and modeſt to conceal her aff:&ion from 
him , yet her cycs (the Ambaſſadours of her heart)cannoe but in dumb Eloquence, and (ilent 
Rhctorick bewray it him, So as(to omit the gifts, preſents , and cfpecially the Letters, which 

eerchangeably paſt berween them) and which indeed powerfully affited to the ſymparhi- 

g and cimenting of their yourhfull aff:&ions , it ſufficeth that we take notice and know- 
Icdge, that Valfontaines preſence was La Protiere*sdelight , and the enjoying of her company, 
his fclicity and glory, azd that ſhe in life and death would remain his obedicne and faithfell 
Wifc,and he her fairhfull and loving Hasband , only ſhe prayes him carefully and reſpefttully 
co conceal her aff:&ion to him, and (o likewiſe to obſerve her Father in ſeeking his conſent to 
thgir marriage , the which he promiſcth. her ſhortly coperform 3; For as ſoon 28 La Pratiere 
Hath Icfc Nantes , and purpoſely retired her ſelf home ta her Fathers houſe, at St. Argus 
P alfontaine is not many dayes behind her , where he __—_ her Father Pennelle, with 
FeXion to his Daughcer,ſecks her in marriage,requeſteth his conſent , and with many reaſons, 
Hirly'and diſcreetly endeavourcth to enduce him thereunto, where for three or four dayes he 
$88 op his lodging and reſidence, under pretence to court the Daughter , whom we know he 
.harh already won , but his ſute is no wayes pleafing , but diftaſttull co Pexrelle, who alchongh 
he know , that Monſieur de {acrftaing his Father (as well for Lands as cw _ iscvery way [4 

ther his Superiour than his Equall , yet becauſe his Daughter Le Pratiere is bis only child and 
Heir, and Falfontgine but a Cadet (or younger Brother) , therefore covetouſneſs makes him 
 alſyme this reſolution, that he' will have none of him for bis Son in Law: but this reaſon,and 
"concluſion he conceals to himſelf, and fo (in generall terms )gives Valfont aine a cold and averſe 
' anſwer , little betrer in eff than a flat deniall ; and thus for bis firft Journey , V alfontaine 
'takes leave ofhis ſweet Le Pratiere,no way doubting but that bis ſecond to her, will prove 
Icfs diſtaftfull and more fortunarc,he I:aves Naztes and rid:s home to Vaanes, 


Bing 
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B:ing arrived at Vanxes, he acquaints his Father and Mother, with his atfcCtivu and tutc to 
Madamoyſelle La Pratiere, the only Daughter and Heire (* as we have heard of Morfieur de 
Pennelle, of Saint Argnaw., whercunto (becauſe they know him to be rich and noble, and his 
Danghter faire and ver: nous } they give good approbation and allowance, when Yalfontame 

ging his Father toride over to Moyſeur de Pennelle, to conter with him about this buſineſs, 
whoſe preſence he hopeth will eff. & char with him, which he ſcars and knows his poor power 
cannot ; But his Father although he be very glad, ro procure his Sons advancement and cog- 
tent by this match, yer being at thar time much troubled with the Gour, he excuſeth bimſclf 

his indiſpoſition, and fo defters off (hat journey to another time. V alſontaine miſling of 
his Father, decms it rathcr expedient than impertinent,to entreat his Brother Qnatbriſſos here» 
io , to whom he fully relates what hath paſt berween Penxelle and himſelf, but withall conceals 
ypon what tems he ſtands with Le Pratiere, orthar ſhe is any way his, or he hers, cicher by 
contra or promiſe, to the end that he may have no juſt cauſe cirher to tax her immodcſty, or 
cond:zmn her indiſcretion, in ſo ſodainly giving her felt ro him Quatbriſon very willingly yeeld 
to his Brothers:requeſt; when (followed with a train and cquipage anſwerable to their rank 
and quality, and armed with their Fathers Letter to Moyſteur de Pennelle ) they take horle and 
ride to Saint Argnaw. Now as it isthe errour (or nature)of Lovers to be ſtill unſecret Secre- 
taries , in dclighting to calk aud practle of their Miſtrefſ:s , whom they eftzem their Soveraign 
ood and chicteſt felicity : So all the way between Vamnnes and Saint Argnaw, Ualſontaine 
could ncither refrain , nor reſtrain his tongue from painting forth Le Pratzere in all the excel- 
lency of her prayſes , and from extolling her beauty and perfeftions above the skies 3 yea , he 
ran ſo curious a divition, and ſo ample a comment on the wonders and rarity of her beaury , 
that his verbal! relation already preparcd his Brothers eyes to behold a female Maſter-peece of 
Nature in Le Pratierez bur bcing arrived to her Fathers houſe (a little before Dinner time) 
and ſeeing, and ſaluting , firſt him, then her, at the very firſt encounter and ſighr, his ſenſesare 
ſo ſurpriſed with the ſweerneſs of her countenance, and ſo taken with the exquiſineſs of her 
feature, as he now finds that his Brothers report and prayſes of her come infhnicly ſhort the 
Wgnicy and — of hr bzauty, 

Dinner being eade 
making a ſlight and ſuperficiall conterence, concerning his Brothers aff:Aion and ſure to his 
Daugbter, he turncs from him to her , who dying her milk white cheeks with a roſcat bluſh 
toentertaine him, he raviſhed with che delicaic of fo amorous an encounter, and ſweet objeR, 
could nor likewiſe refrain trom blſhing to ſee her bluſh , when enquiring of her , it ſhe pleaſed 
to take the aire of the Garden (where her Father and his Brother were already gone and attcn- 
d&d them) and (he replying, char his pleaſure therein ſhould be hers, he taking her by her hand 
condudts her thicher 3 where Valfomtaine in civilitie purpoſcly walking aloof off, becauſe he 
hoped and afſured himſel{ , that his Broth:r 2-4thbriſſon now meant 'cffeAually to ſpeak with 
his Miſtreſs in his behalf, ch:re being then no witneflcs te their conference , but only the ſweet 
Quirifters of the woods (the Thruſhes and ——— who purpoſcly and pleaſantly fate 
onevery buſh and rrery to delight them with their melliflucus melody ; the very firſt words he 
adminiſtred and dirc&cd to her was 3 That if ſhe pleaſed to ſwear her tongue to ſecrcfie to 
what hc ſhould now fay and deliver to her , he would reveal her a ſecret which ſhould infinitl 
import her good. La Pratiere (wondring at the nature of Qatbriſſons firſt fpeech and requ 
and what ic migh: mean and concern ) ſtood a little whil: mate and falent, not knowing wha, 
to conceive thereof, mich le's whit ryanſwer thereto : But at Iaft conſidering that Valtontaing 
was her Lover, an{ © 1b» 1" his Brother , ſhe imagined there was ſome plot ſecretly coms 
paſted ber:vern chem, rhat it her Father wenld not condeſcend to their defires, that they had 
then reſolv<d to (tral h-r away from him, and foto make it a Claudeſtine marriage : Wheres 
upon(her »ff Hion being d-hro to know the cerrainty hereof, and her curiofity ambitious to 
fee this +bſir1ice mv(torie imtock-d)(he grants him his requeſt, vowing to impoſe ſearecy to her 
tongue in wh1r + ſhould d:liver, or entruſt her with : When he kiſſing her, and evaporating 
many far terc#* i 111 ( as the H:rauld to proclaim his aff:Qion) he tels herz that her in- 
compar?bl. b-1.1:v hath captivated his thoughts, and made his heart both her Tribunall , and 
her Priſoner; ha! h- envies his Brothers happineſs, in baving the honour to ſee her before him- 
fel, Thar + hv is his Superior in years, fo he is in aff: &ion to her, and that he knowes his 

Brother is 1 unworthy of her , as himſelf worthily beftowed on her : Le Pratiere 
( whoſe aff: and thoughts ran a dire contrary Cariere , left dreaming of that 
which {þ: is 1.» nf -«rced co underſtand ) is fo afflifted , and withall ſo incenſed at 
theſe uncx7:t:d ſpeeches of Quarbriſſons, that ( her paſſion giving a law to ber civility ) 


» and Dnatb» iſndelivering his Fathers Letter to Penxel'e, with whom 
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caſting a ſnow-white vaile over her crimſon checks , and' bending her brow (in whoſe furrowg 
ic ſcemcd that diſcontent and choller fate now triumphant her aff:&ion is too fincere and ene 
tire to Valfontaine, as ſhe returnes his diſcqurteous Brother 2uarbriſſcn , this ſhort and ſha 
anſwer : 2uatbriſſon (quorh ſheYto have offered this unkindneſs of yoursto your friend, had 
been ignoble ingratitud:, but co do it to your own Byorher , can be no lcfs than treachery ; 
and therefore this know from me, that I efteem your primogenitorſhip as inferiour to  aljon. 
tain Vertues, as they are in all reſpe&s ſuperiours to yours , and had you nor tied and wedded 
my rongue to ſilence, 1 would now preſently publiſh ic to the world,to the admiration and de. 
teltation of all good men, and ſo ( with alook ingendred of choller, and derived from dif. 
dain)ſh: haftily and ſuddenly trips away trom bim , leaving him alone in the Garden to his 
Muſes ; 2uatbriſſon biting his tp at this ſharp repulſe of La Pratiere, is yet reſolute nog, thus to 
leave her, when hoping to find her Father more traftable and propitious to his ute than his 
Daughter , he ſecks him out , and in fair termes informs him of his aftc&ion and love to her, 
and that (notwithſtanding his Brothers reſearch of her)be himſelf infinitely defireth her to be 
his own wife, Old Penxefe(bcing more covetous of his Daughters prefcrment, than any way 
carefull of her content)givcs an attentive and pleafing Eare eo this motion of Quathriſſur,and 
is ſo delighted with the melody of his ſpeeches, as alrcady in heart, he wiſheth her maricd to 
him, but howto anſwer, or give content to Valfontaine he knows nor. 

Now the better to cff:& , and te compaſſe this match , ſo much wiſhed of ©uatbriſſon, and 
defired of Pennelle ; he (in the abſence of Valfontaine ) ſends for his Daughter into his Cloſer, 
ſhews her whar preferment and happineſs is now offcred her, if ſhe will forſake Valfontaine and 
accept of his clder Brother ©natbriſſon for her Husband. La Pratiere (both moved and eric» 
ved with this her Fathers propofition and ſpeeches) very humbly beſcecheth him 3 that if cver 
he will reſpe& her content, or regard her lite, that V alfontaine may be her Husband,, and not 

uathriſſon, becauſe ſhe confefleth ſhe Ioves the younger Brother, bur that ſhe neither can nor 
will affc& the clder : Now although this her reſolute and obſtinatc anſwer, do excecdingly af- 
flitand grieve her Father , yet hoping chart a little gime will prove capable to draw her co big 
defires , he ſecretly bids ©»atbrifion to ride home to V/ annes, to take his Brother with him, and 
' ſhortly afterto return again to Saint Argnaw without him, and that hc (hall find nocauleto 
ſear , or reaſon to doubt,buit that be ſhall enjoy his Miſtris; the mannaging whereof, he prayey 
him to refer to his carc in his abſence : Thus we ſee the Father and Daughter differently ath> 
Red , he loves Quatbriſſon and not V alfontaine,and ſhe V alfontaine , but not Dxuatbriſſox , who 
gricving as much at the Daughters refuſall , as he rejoyceth at her Fathersconſcent; Hee now 
venteth his malice on the Innocency, and his treachery on the integrity of his Brother, by ac- 
. quainting him, that he hath uſed his beſt power and art of ſolicitation towards Pexnelle ; and 

that he finds it impoſſible ctodraw him to reaſonz adding withal), that heſis ſo far from con» 
ſenting, that he ſhall obtain his Daughter in marriage, as (upon the whole) in terms enough 
clcar and apparant, he futurely denics him acceſs to his houſe 3 Wherefore Brother ( quoth he) 
becauſe 1 fee with gricf , that you firive againſt the ftream,and that in all ations and accideny 
whatſoever , the ſhorteſt errours are till beft, let us tomorrow take horſe and away , anda 
this indiffcrency be your reſolution : Thatif God have decreed it ſhall be a match, ic then will 
be , otherwiſe not. Valfontains heart bleeds at Pernelles averſneſs and cruclty , aud his cya 
overflow with tcars, ſo ſoon to forſake the fight and company of his Daughtctof his dear and 
fair Miftris Le Pratiere; but being ignorant of all his Brothers paſſages , and treacherics inten- 
ded, and meant towards him, he holds it folly to impugn', or contradi his plcaſure, and ſo 
reſolves to leave Saint Argnaw,and depart home with him to V annes. 

Our fair Le Pratiere, Cxing all chings bent co croſs her defires , and her Valfont eines wilh- 
es, ſhe (our of her tender affcQion to him) reſolves to give him a privat mecting and conſe 
rence , when that, very night (as ber Father and his Brother were in their Beds ſoundly flcep- 
ing )ſhc ſends for him into hee Chamber , where ſeeing him extreamly penfive and ſorrowfull 
ſhe bids him be cheerfull and couragious, tels hir that he hath no reaſon to deſpair , but to 


hope, for that in life and death ſhe will be his,and only his; and then informs him , that in- 


Rtantly upon his arivall to Va#xes , ſhee will write and ſend him a Letter , wherein ſhe will ac- 
quaint him with the paſſage of abukineſs, whereof he neither can conceive or dream, conjugi 
him now t@ enquire no farther what ic is, for that her tongue was enjoyned to ſecrefic , 
ſworn to ſilence , and ſo (with much chat , and more kiffes) he giving her a Diamond Ring 
from his fingers , and (hc him a ow of. Pcarl Bracelets from her armes, in token of their mus 
zuall conftancy and atic&ion cach to other,they (infinicly againſt their minds ) are enforced to 
take leave cach of other, and the ſucceeding morn being come, the two Brothers prepare , and 
diſpaſc themſclves for their journey, 

| | Whey 
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When breaktatt ended, according as it was concluded berwtixt Pennelle ard Quatbriſſon 
Pennelle takes Valfontain a fide ro a window, and in ſhort tearms prayes him , hencetorth to for- 
bear his houſe, and refrain his Daughters company , for that he hath provided another HaC. 
band for her ſo having ſeverally and ſol:mnly taken their Congees, firſt of the Father, and 
then of the Daughter, they take Horſe and away. Now as they are riding home towards V ax- 
yes, as itis a ſenſible and heart-killing gricf to La Pratiere, ſo ſoon to be deprived of her / a1- 

ontains dear and ſweer company , fo again ſhe cannot refrain from ſmiling, to ſee how in- 
gratfully and ſubrilly 2»atbriſſon goes to work ro betray his Brother , in ſeeking to obtain her 
for himſelf in marriage, but mcaſuring the integrity of the one, by the treachery of the other, 
and likewiſe remembring her promiſe to Valfentaine, ro write ro him at the end of two 
daycs after their departure , ſhe (by a confident Mefſenger) accordingly ſends him this Leucr; 


LAPRATIERE to VALFONTAINE. 


M- promiſe owes you this Letter , whereby I give you to underſtand, that I know not whether 
IV Jyou have greater cauſe to love me or hate your Brother Quatbrifſon, in regard he vowes, he 
affetss me dearer than your ſelf, and bath attempted to rb you of your Wife, and conſequently me of 
my Husband z and as this 1s ingratitude in a friend, ſo it miſt needs be treachery in a Brother. 1 
have heard his courting, and ſeen kis complements tending that way,but for your ſake Ireliſh thoſe 
with diſt aſt, theſe with nezleft, and himſelf with contempt and diſdain. Heh ath won my Fatler to his 
will, but reſt your confident (my dear Valfontain ) that ke nenther cam, nor ſhall draw me to his 
defire. And becauſerrue affettion, eſpecially in accidents of this nature, cannot ſtill beexempt of fear, 
there/ore if any ariſe, or engexder in your thoughts, let this diſſipate and aiſpell it , that although my 
Father have baniſhed you his houſe, yet his Daughter is (till death)conftantly reſolved to retain and 
theriſþ you in ber heart , and none but you : Manage this your Praticres advice with diſcretion to= 
wards my Father , and nit with choller towards your Brother , and be but @ little time a patient Spe- 
Hator of my affeftion and conſtancy ts you,and you ſhall aſſuredly ſee-him aft his own ſhame,and yorr 
glry; his affliction , your content and deſire. 


LA PRATIERE, 


' Valfontaine having received and read this Letter; the baſe ingratitude and foul treachery of 
bis Brother 2uatbriſſon, doth extremely aftlict and rorment himz yea, the knowledge and re- 
membrance thereot, throws him into ſuch paſſions of choller, and fumes of revenge,as once he 
reſolved to right himſelf on him, by ſending him a Challenge, and ſighting with him : vowing 
that the bonds of nature were not by far ſo ſtrong ,as thoſe of affection, and that his Brother 
having given the firſt cauſe of offence and breach of amity betwixt them , it was no marvell 
that he took that courſe and preferred that forme of proceeding to any other. Bur then again 
conſidering his dear La Pratieres injunCion and prohibicion from choller, this laſt reaſon orc- 
ſwaicd and prevailed againft his former reſolution , when knowing himſelf infinicly obliged to 
her for her courtelie , and conſtancy, ſo ſweetly expreficd ro him in this her Letter , he can do 
no leſs , than return her an anſwer thereof in requical!, the which he doth by her own Meſſzn» 


ger in theſe terms, 
VALFONTAINE co LAPRATIERE. 


F all meu of the world, T leaſt thought that my Brother Qu1atbrifſon would have proved my Ris 

vall, in attemptiug to love you , becauſe he perfefily knows , I affet you far deaver than the 
whole world;- yea, this errour (or as you juſtly terme it, this treachery )of his, is ſo odious, ſo ſtrange 
tome, as it had far exceeded my belief , if your affeFion and conſtancy had not ſo courteouſly reve a« 
led it to me in your Letter, the which I both bluſhed and palled to peruſe, Neither is it any thanks to 
bim, that he miſſed of his deſire, in miſſing of youg rather to your vertuous ſelf , which diſtaſted bis 
courting and complements for his own ſake , and diſdaining him for mine. Dear and ſweet La Pra- 
tierc, in that my Brother hath won your Father , I exceedingly grieve, but in that I bave not loſt his 
Daughter, I far more triumph and rejoyce But why think I of loſing youy (ith to call your conſtancy 
in queftion, is n0 leſſe than to prophane your affettiou and my Judgement , and Jo to make my ſelf both 
uncapable and unworthy of you, for how can my love toyou , retain any ſpice or ſpark of ſear, for 
that being baniſhed your Fathers Houſe, I am yet ſo happy, to recover ſo ſafe « Harbour and San- 
uary, yea ſo precious a Temple, as your heart ; In which regard it is every way fit , that your re- 


queſts ſhould be ts me 6ommands , for otherwiſe ;my Sword — alreddy called me Coward, if by this 
4 Iime 
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zime I had not called my Brother to a ftrift and ſevere account for this his weackery. I will till 6. 
ſerve your Father with reſpe&, though he refuſe to reſpelt me with obſervance; and for my Ingrates 
full and tr eacherows Brother , he may a@ his own ſhame and affliftion, but cannot conduce to concen, 
or deſire, becanſe that mnſt ſoly proceed from your ſelf, 6th in the ſweet enjoying of you to my With 
cenſijts the ouly content of my liſe, and the chieſeſt of all my earthly felicity. oY 


VALFONTAINE, 


Some two dayes after that La Pratiere was made joyfull with this anſwer of her V alfontaine 
ſhe hath again ſorrowſull news of 2uatbriſſoxs arrivall to her Fathers houſe at Sixt Aignay, 
who had purpoſely given it out to his Brother Valfontaine at V arnes, that he rides to Aennby, 
He here renews his late ſute tothe Father and Daughter, bur he finds them both in the ſame 
humours and reſolutions , he Icft them 3 he willing, and ſhe coy , he defirous to hav: him his 
Son in Law, and ſhe reſolute never to meke him, but his Brother Yalfontain her Huzband, He 

fereth her many rich gifts and preſents , and a blanck to write down what Joynture ſhe 
plcaſeth to demand, bur ſhe peremprorily refuſcth it all, and bids him beſtow it on ſome other, 
of whom ic may fiad better acccprance ; yea, I may ſafely ſay, and truly afficm, that their af. 
Aions are far more oppoſite,and contraty, then their ſexes , for the more he ſees her , he loves 
her, and the oftner ſh: behold him , the more ſhe hates him; ſo that when he apparantly per. 
ceives , that ſh: deeply vows to her Father, and himſclf, only co marry his Brother // alfont awe, 
or her Grave, heſecing his labour ſor the time preſent loft, and his aff:&ionro her in vain; 
having nothing left tocomfort him againſt the repulſe of this amorous ſute , but the conſtanc 
friendſhip of her Father, he ſorrowfully takes his leave of them, and rides home to Y annes;bue 
as Clofe as he bears this his Journey from his Brother Valfontaine, yet La Pratiere holds her 
ſelf bound to fignific it to him, the which the very next day ſhe doth by her ſccond Letter,which 
ſpeaks thus. 


LAPRATIERE tw VALFONTAINE. 


Hold it a pavt of my duty and affeGion to advertiſe you , that theſe two dayes , F have been a- 
gain importunately haunted and ſolicited by your unkind Brother Quatbrifſon for marriage, but 
be bath found my firſt anſwer, to be my ſecond and laſt; Tea I bave ſo nipt his vain hopes in their 
bloſſome , by ſignifying to him and my Father, ” infallible reſolution, either to wed yiu or my Grate, 
as I think (except their hopes betray their Judgments ) the one is aſſured , and the other confident, 
that tinre will make it aapparant to the World , that my words will prove deeds , and that the la{t will 
make the firſt reall : But if your ſaid Brother will yet (notwitbſtanding farther exerciſe his folly in 
my patience, and ſo make himſelf as ridiculous to me, asto you he is treacherous, I cut of the dear 
affelion,and tender reſpet which I bear you )will then fall on my knees tomy F ather, to haſten his cons 
ſent to our marriage; that in ſeeking my cement, you may therein find your own ;, and this is my veſg- 
turion, wherewith if yours concurr and ſympathize, Heaven may, but Earth ſhall not croſs cur deſires, 


LAPRATIERE, 


V alfentaine receives this ſecond Letter from his Miſtreſs with (miles and frowns; with ſmiles 
to ſee her inviolable conſtancy andaff:&ion, with frowns to behold his Brother ©«atbriſſons 
coutinuall malice and treachery towards him , the which conſidering ( as alſo becauſe it fo 
neerly concerns him)he reſolves to tax him thereof, and to ſee whether (by fair requeſts and 
perſwafions )he may reclaime him from aff. ting his fair and deer La Pratiere , and to togive 
over his ſute to her, but firſt he knows himſelf indebted and obliged , to return her an anſwer 
to'this her laſt Lecter, the which he doth in theſe terms. 


VALFONTAINE to LA PRATIERE, 


bs is evtry'wity your affeitny no way your duty ( ſweet La Praticre) which again advertiſeth we 
of #y Brother Quatbriffons perſeverance in his treachery towards me , by ſeeking to betray and 
befeave me of 'your ſlef, in whom my heart and thoughts imparadiſe their moſt ſoveraign earthly 
felicityzznd your reſolution in #i pping his hopes, andyour Fathers will, by eleGing me or your Grave 
firyour Huibznt,'doth ſoraviſh my beart with joy, and ſo rap my conceits in an extaſie of ſweet 
cM, us T am doffident Gol hath reſerved Ta Praticre , to be Valfontains ſweet wife, and be to 
deer dear Fnivanl. But as Ihnow not whether my unkind and treacherous Brother, will yet far. 

ther 


— 
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ther bew 1.4y you hrs folly , in exerciſing your patience with his importunity 3 ſoro ſove you that lalouy 
gd penance; which for my ſake and love you are ready to impoſe to your ſelf, I am both ready and 
wolved y 197 only to fall on my knees to your Father , but alſo to your ſweet ſelf, that our marriage be 
wtned 3 for as your reſolution herein, ts, and ever ſhall be mine, ſo our hearts and thoughts ſymp a= 

thifing i theſe wiſhes, I bope th at both Heaven and Earth have reſolved, not to crqfs , but ſhortly to 

an wmate aud finiſh onr deſires. | 


VALFONTAINE, 


H: having thus diſpatched and ſent away his Letter, to his ſweet aud fair Miſtreſs, henow 
reſolves to have ſome conference with his unkind Brother, to ſe what a brazen face z he cither 
will, or-can put __ this ingratitude and treachery: But Quatbriſſons policie will anticipate 
ad prevent him 3 tor he having his heart and contemplations deeply fixed on Le Pratieres 
kaucy , and having ran over all the inventions of his art and affefion, how to make her for- 
ike her coyne(s, and ſo how to obtain her for his Wifc, he at laſt reſolves to fain himf.1f lick, 
and ſo ghen to reveal to his Brother V alfont aine, that it is his dear and fervent aff:&ion to Le 
Pretiere, which is the cauſe thereof. To which purpoſe he keefrhis Bed , and in his perfect 
health is twice let blood, thereby to look ill; when (ending for his Brother to his Chamber, 
and exempting all other company thence, he acquaints and informs him, That fince he firft 
ſaw La Pratiere, he till moſt tenderly loved her , and that he muſt now dic, becauſe ſhe will 
not aff:C and love himz He prayes and conjures him (by vertue of all the ſame blood, 'which 
equally ftrcams in both theic bodiey ) for the ſaving and preſerving of his life, that he will 
now abandon his affc&ion from her , and ſo yeeld hiw up all the power and intereſt that he 
hach , or pretends to have in hery and that in requitall thereof(if occaſion require ) he ſhall fill 
find him ready , not only to expoſe all his means, but his dearctt blood and lite at his command: 
Ar:queſt ſounjuft and a propoſition ſo devoid of common ſenſe and reaſon, as Valfontaine ob» 
krving ity and therein ſeeing his Brothers impudency , now grown to the height of baſcnefſe 
and folly, he exceedingly incenſed thereat (with a difdainfull look)returns him this ſharp and 
bitter , yet deſerved reply. Was it not enough that I underftood your treachery;. by my fair 
and dear La Pratiere, in ſecking and attempting to bereave me of her, but that thou art thy 
ſelfbecome ſo ſottiſh, ro make thy tongue the Advocate. as well to plead and apologiſe thy 
wreachery to me, a8to publiſh thy ſhameto thy ſelf, and to the whole world , in ſecking and 
&firing me to ſurceaſe my affeCtion to her , and to renounce my intereſt of her to thy ſelf: Nog 
10, baſe Quatbriſion(for henceforth 1 highly diſdain to tearm or efteem you my Brother )1 
givechee to underftand and know , that in heart , and ia honour ſhe js mine, and I here,and 
therefore you ſhall dyc and damn, before I will permit thee to inrich thy ſelf with my loſs of 
ber , whom I fc and priſe a thouſand times dearer than my cf, or than all the lands and 
treaſures of the World; when without any other farewell , hc haftily and cholerickly flings 
forth his Chamber from him. | 
+ Buatbriſſon ſeeing his Brothers furious departure, and remarking his peremptory and incivil 
anſwer to him, he ( in his heart and thoughts ) vows revenge , and in his reſolutions ſwears to 
make him'repent it. To which eff:&,forſaking his Bed, and abandoning his counterfet ficks 
neſs his choller hardly affording his patience three dayes to recover his bloud and ftrength, bur 
knowing bis Brother to be now at Nantes with their Uncle De Maſſy , be ſecks out a dear and 
intimate friend of his named Monſieur La Roche, whom ingaging to be his Second in a Duell a» 
gainſt his own Brother Valfontaine,they ride over to Nautes, when comming to a ſmall Pariſh, 
termed 8. I/allerge, within a league of the City, he writes a Challenge, dclivers it to Le Roche, 
and ſo diſpeeds him away with it to his Brother. Le Roobe comes to Nantes , finds out Vat- 
ſmtaine at the Prefident, his Lncles houſe, being in the company of a very intimate friend of 
his, of that City, named Monſieur de Pont Chanſey, and delivereth him his Brothers Challenge 
' faſtſealed, the which he haſtily breaking open, and perufing, he finds that it ſpeaks this Lan- 


guage. 
QUATBRISSON to VALFONTAINE, 


i regard it is impeſſible for both of us to enjoy the fair La Pratiere to Wiſe, therefore it is fit that 
one of us die, that the other may ſurvive and live, to be enriched with ſo precious a treaſure , 4 

crowned with ſo ineſtimable a bleſſing and ſelicity; which conſidering , as alſo becauſe my modeſt re- 
quejts bave-( undeſervedly )met with thy iucivill carriage, and been requited with thy malicious exe* 


rations , Therefore find it not ſtrange, to ſe affeftion give a Law to Nature, and mine honour to con» 
Tiz temi.® 


——————_——_——— _——_—_—_— — 
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—— 


364 Gods Revenge againft Murther. Book V 


temene thy contempt and malice, in inviting thee and thy Second, to meet me and mine with your ſing), 
Repiers , to morrow twixt two or three after dinner,in a fair medow at the Eaſt end of Saint Vall 
within « little flight ſhot thereof, where thou ſhalt find this Gentleman (whom I bave prayed to be th 
Bearer beregf) who will ſafely condud thee to me, where I will patiently atteud thee z Texpett no gthy 
anſwer but thy ſelf , neither ds I any way doubt (much leſs deſpair of thy meeting mee, ſince by biry, 
I know thou art Noble, and by inclination pretendeſt to be Generous. 


QUATBRSSON, 


". Valfontaine (miles at the reading of this Challenge, and in conceit lamghing at his Brother 
9 atbriſſons errours and folly, he cheerfully turns himſelf to La Roche, to whom he ſpeaks thi, 
Monſieur La Roche, | mak no doubt but you are ©uatbriſſons Second; to whom he replies My 
reſpect to your Brother hath engaged mee thercunto , in ftcad of a more worthy, yet Lin- 
geniouſly confeſs and proteft ('Sir quoth he)chat I have promifed no more to him, than (if oc 
hon preſented) j am ready to perform for your ſelf. 7 alfontaine thanks him; and prayes him 
to return his Brother Quatbriſſon this anſwer, That to morrow at the appointed hour and 

he will not fail tro mect Kim : When cntreating Le Roche to walk with him-into the new 
Chamber , he told him, he preſumed he ſhould fſhew him his Second; when V alfentare taking 
Pont Cauſe to the window, he ſhews him his Brothers Challenge, and praycs kim to honour 
him in being his Second. Port Cauſey(not our of any fear in himſelf, but in love to theſe two 
Brothers ) as a Chriſtian Gentleman profereth coride over to Quatbriſſon to Saint V allery,and 
ro uſe his beft powerand endeavors to take up and reconcile theſe diff-rences between them; 
but La Roche tels him he-may fave that Journey and labour, For (that to his knowledge )Quat 
briſſon is both reſolute and irreconcilable in that quarrell ; whereupon Pont Chauſey freely en» 
gageth himſelftoValfont aine, and ſo theſe two Seconds (though not as loving friends, yetu 
friendly and honourable Enemies )very ſecretly that evening provide their Rapiers,which done 
Le Roche rides back to Saint Vallery, acquainting Qnatbriſſen with his Brother V alfontaine; 
generous reſolution, to meet and fight with him the next day , as alſo that Pont Chauſey is Se- 

ond. 


C 
*» And although (by the inftigation of Satan ) that Choller and Revenge make minute 
ſeam hours, and hours years , cre it hath wrought his wiſhed effefts , and cffeRted his 
defignee : So theſe our four raſh and inconſiderate Gentlemen (more full of V alonr than Ver- 
tue , and of courage than Chriſtianity )the hour appointed for the Rendezvous 
and Putbrifſon with his Chirurgion, beeing firſt in the Field, bath difficultly made two turns 
before La Roche uſhereth in his Brother Yalfontaine, his Second Pont Chenſey and their Chirur» 
———— they all tying up their Horſes to the Hedge, they(according to the cuftome of 
1s )do all throw off their Dublers , andeach unbooking his fellow, they appear in theic ſilk 
--07 Ya and white Pumpe,as if they were fitter to dance Coranto's or Pevins,than to fight 
8, 

Sothe two Brothers firft draw , and approach each other , and at their firſt comming up, 
Va:f.maine( without being touched himſelf )givers Quathriſſen a ns wound in his 
thigh, as if his Rapier had not beaten down the thruft, it bad undoubtedly nailed 'himto 
the ground; at their ſecond encounter they are both hurt , Q»orbrifion in the right arme, and 
V .\font gine of a ſcar in the neek,and here they make a ftand to take breath , ©yatbrifow not 
as yet defpairing, nor Va/fonteine eriumphing or affuring himſelf of the Vi&ory , and the 
fight and effufion of their blood is fo far from rebating or quenching , as it'rather revives 
aheir — wich more ſpleen and animoficy, ſo they will again try their fortunes; They 
now tra their ground, and apptoach each other , and although'they. are not leffe valo- 
rous than before, yet (to the eyes of their Seconds and Chirurgions)they are now more cau- 
tious in their plea , and more adviſed in chooſing and refaing their ground,when Ylfon- 
tain breaking a thruft (which his Brother preſented him )he then calling to mind the ſweet- 
neſs of his Ls Pratieres beauty, and the foulneſs of his Brothers malice and treachery towards 
him, drives home a chruft atſhim, which entereth berwixs his ſhort ribbs, and making the 
blood to guſb and fiream forth,doth ſoon quaile his courage;ſo as he who right now thought 
himſelf Mafter of his Brothers life, now feares his own , ſo that he thinks he hath given 
enough » if not received coo much in counter-exchange, as well to ſecure his reputation from 
the ſcundall of his friends, as to warrant his Generofity from the detraRtion of his Enemies, 
and therefore thaowing away his Rapier , he (with more wiſedome than honour ) beggs his 
life of his Brother, vowing henceforch wholly to forſake and Icave him La Pratiere, and to 
love him as dcarly as formerly hc hated him deadly : Which cowardiſe of his , isſo far from 


being 
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8 r<liſhed, or approved of the Spettatars, asit proves the wonder of Valfomaine, the 
igheer of Pout Chauſey, the diſdafn of his own Second Le Kocke, and the contempe of both 
dr Chirurgions z but V alfontaine was as benign as Quatbriſſon was baſe and envious, and as 
aoble as he was treacherous,and ſo upon his ſubmiſhonhbe ſheaths up]his Sword , gives him his 
kife, and with his Hat in bis hand cmbraceth him » and thus with many fraternall words and 
ements, theſe two Brothers (in all outward ſh:w ) arc again rcconcited , and become 
& friends : But che crd proves all things. | 

; Now tofollow the ſtream of our Hiſtory, and the ceremonics of Duels, we muſt paſſe from 
riſſon and V alfontaine the Principals, to Le Rocbe and Poxt Chauſey their Secondegto ſee 

in what ſhape they will come forth , and how they refolve to bear themſelves in the concluſion; 
ad knitting up of this reconciliation 3 As for Poxt Gbewſey, he thinks it no .diſparagement or 
fame to bimnow to refuſe to fight, fith his Principall hath given his Enemy'thefoile, in gi- 
ring hioz his life 3 but contrariwiſe, Le Roche being Sccond tothe Challenger , not the Chal- 
» he therefore holds it no Jawfull plea or excuſe for him ro exempt him- 

from fighting , Pont Chanſeys modeſty ſeemsto over- vaile his valeur with ſilence and 
idifferency, which he inſulting vanit of Ls Koche doch fo far miſconſrue, as he erroniouſly 
atribntcs ic, racher to fear and cowardice, than co reaſon or judgemeur. The worſt of Pont 
(henſeys malice venterh no other ſpeeches and languagegbut that he will follow and abide the 
efure of their Principals, whether they being their Seconds ought to fight or nogand accot« 


he is ready either to rctice er advance; butLe Roche's intemperace flying a highet 
> wich much vchemency and choller proteſterh, that he came into the Fiekd ly to 
and not to keep ſh:ep, or to catch flics with his Rapicr: the two Brothers e and 


(ofult hercon, and do joynily afficmcgthat becauſe they themſelves are reconciled , and be+ 
wnegood friends , they hold it repugnant to reaſon and contradiftory to the right and natare 
ofDacls , that the ic S:conds ſhould once draw their weapons, mech lefs fight; Bu this neither 
46> nor can as yes fſatisfic Le Roche, whoſe choller is now b:come © -boundicſs, asbe in 
bfey terms clevarcth V alfontaines valour to the skics, and dejeQterh ' Qyatbrifſons  cowardiſe ad 
ly as Hell, ing permiſſion of the oneto fight with the Second, and ily i 
ning the orher , that he will fight , bu both @yatbriſſon and / /fautivecondemn thoſe furncs 
wdehis heat of Le Roche, and are ſo far from applaudipg it is him , as:they { iti down right 
@@nes)repure it to temerity and raſhneſs, and not to n imiry and valour z ya, his impe- 
denoy hath ſo provoked and moyed their patience , an (not io jelt but in carnet)) they bandy 
theſe words to him,thar he glorierh ſo much in his gencroficy,as in now ambitiouſly ſeeking to 
dd eo his valour he ſubſtrafteth from hls judgement.. When Powe Chanſey {.to-recort and 
wipe off che lcaft caint or blemiſh , which cicher Le Roche, or the two Brothers might conceive 
lay on his reputation )chinks it now high time to ſpeak, becaule-as yet he had ſpoken lictle, 
ad prayes Le Roche to find out ſome expedient, cither that they might return as loving friends 
&6ght ir our as Honourable enemics, and that for his part he is ſofar from the leaſt ſhaddow of 
ſear,or conceit of cowardiſc,as he tells him plainly,he (hal find his Rapier of an excellent tem-= 
ter, and his hearr of a better ; Whereupon vaine and miſcrable Le Recke » conſuling with 
miture, not-with gracezhe to give end to this diffcrence, reſolver on an expedient-as wreiched, 
#execrablc, rhe which he Po_une to Pont Chauſey and the ewo Brothers in the& terms; Thas 
the only way, and his)aſt reſolution 1s , that a fair pair of Dice.thall be the Jadge and Umpies 
beween them, and that who throws moſt at one, caft, it (hall bein. hjpchojce richer to fight 
anot to fight, whereunto Pont Chauſey willing Fowenrnt, x 4-4 Duet and Yal- 
ſtain do in vain contradi® and oppoſe it. But the decree js paſt, and. Le Rathei ( very offi« 
dous in his wickedneſs, and forward in his impiety Ypreads his Glaak: on the ground, draws 
apair of Dicc forth his Pocker,and becauſc he was of the challengers fide , be will throw firſts 
which he doth,and the fortune of the Dice gives him ſeven; Poxt Chenſey follows kim, and 
likewiſc raking the Dice throws only five : Whereat La Roche graceleficly infuking and tri» 
umphipg , with an open throat cries our, fight,fight,fight; and fo, preſently draws his Rapier. 
Pant Chauſoy (ceing his cnewy armed, thinks it no: longer, cither ſafe or honourable for him to 
be unarmed, when _ a kind of religious rehuRtancy , and unwilling willincſs) be like-, 
wiſe unſh:aths bis Rapier,and ſo-withour any farcher expoftulation, they here approach each! 
ather ; But becauſe (for brevitics ſake) I reſolve to paſſe over the circumftancey, and only to 
mention the iflge of their fingle combarz, let me ( before] proceed farther ) in thename and 
frar of God conjure the Chriſtian Reader , here to admire with wonder and admiration , at. 
his acred Providencegand divine Juftice which in the iffue of this Duell is made cool 
and apparant to theſe eworaſh and inconfiderare Gentlemen , the Combatants, ani 
all orhers of the whole world ; — ; them threw on the 
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ſo many woufids they ſeverally received each from other 2 a Pont Chaw/ey five, and Lg Rick 
ſeven, and be who fo extremely deſired ro fight, and ſo inſatiably thirſted after Pore Chan. 
ſeys blood, is now here by him nailed deadito the ground, and his breathleſs corps all 

and walked in his own blood. A fearfull example and remarkable prefident for all blogg 
minded Gentlemen of theſc our times, to contewplate and look on, becauſe wrercheq 1, 
Reche wes {0 miſerable, as he had no point of time to ſee hiserrour, no ſpark of graceto te. 

nt it. 
9uathrifſon and.his Chicurgion ( as ſorrowfull for bis death , as his Brother Vslfontaine iy 

glad thcreof) rake order for his decent tranſporting to the Citiez whiles Valf.ntaine cop. 
gratulatcs with Pont Cauſay for his good fortunc and viRtory; who forthis ſafety flies to B),. 
ver, untill the Duke of Rygzes(ro whom he was homager)had procured and ſent him his 
don from the King, the which in few weeks after he effe&cd. Afonſieur de Carftainge, and 
Madamoyſelle Vuille-blancke'his Wife are advertif.d of their two Sons quarrel] at Saing Valery 
2nd of the cauſe and ifſue thereof, who condemn Dwathrificn for his treachery and malic. 
and applaud / alfentaine for ſo nobly giving of his Brother his life, when ic lay in his power 
and plcaſure to havedeprived him thereot, ' which news is lizewife ſpeedily conveyed firſt to 
Nantes, and to Saint Aignaw;where Pennelle as much grieves at Quatbriſſons foile and dif 

as his Daughter our fair Le Pratieretriumphs at ber  alfontaines viftory, and becaule (he will 
no longer be deprived of his preſence, whoſe abſence deprives her of all ker earthly contom 
and fcliciry, ſhe makes her prayers and tears become ſuch inceflant Orators , and iwportunae 
Advocat: 8 to her Father, as ſhe now drawes his free conſent 40 take Va!fontaine for her Hal. 
band, -which at laſt co gheic own unſpeakable joy,and the approbation and content of all the'r 
Parents efcithcr fide, is at Saint Aignaw performed and conſummated with much pompand 


| bravery. 


Bur albeit Quatbriſſen(as we have formerly underſtood)bave all the rcaſons of the world, 
be fully and fairly reconciled to his Brother V alfontaine,yea(and according to his promiſe and 
Oath )co affeCt him tenderly! and dearly, yet where the heart is not ſanRtified and in peace, the 
tongue may pretend though notinterid itzFor the more he gazeth on his Siſter in Law La Pro 
tieres beauty, themoreche freſhneſs and delicacy thereof revives aud inflames his lafcivicw 
luſt towards her , when knowing her to be as chaſt as fair, and being coptident that he wa 
out of all hope to receive any immodeft courtefie , or familiarity from her, whiles her Huſ- 
band bis Brother V alfontvine, lives, the Devill bath already taken ſuch full poſſcflion of his 
heart , as ('with a helliſh” ingraticude and impicty ) he wretchedly reſolves to deprive 
bim of bis life, of whom as it were but right now he had the happincfſe to receivehis 

As ſoon aswe think of revenge we ryeerly forget cur ſelves, but when we conſent to mur- 
ther we abſolutely forget God); for that helliſh conterplation,and this inbumanc and b 
aCion, doinftantly work ſo wretchedly in us, that of Men we become Monftcrs, and(whichys 
worſe )ofChriſtians,Devils ; for thereby we make our ſelves his laves and members, A miſery 
to which all others are yot comparable, becauſe thoſe are finite, in regard they have only rele 
tion to the life of our bodicsbur this infinitetn, regard ir occafineth the death of our ſoules:But 
notwithſtanding, is is not in jeft but in carneſt, that Quatbriſſon afſumes the bloody reſoluti- 
on to murther bis Brother V zlfoxtaine; For ſeeing that ic was ncither in his power or fortune 
co kill bim-in the Duclh he therefore holds ic more ſafe, Icſs dangerous, to have him poyſoned, 
and ſo deals with his Brothers Apothecary, named Mencallier, to undertake and pertorm it 
and in requirall thereof he affareth him of three hundred crowns, and gives him the one half 
in hand, —_—_— this Faftor of the Devill this Emperick of Hell > confidenaly promiſeth 
kim y 40 and perform, the which ke doth. 

[ Als IP 


The manner thus. 


1+ 2 


© Valfontaine within fix weeks of his marriage,findes his body in an extream hear, ſome repu- 
ring it to an cxccſs of Wine, which he had the day before taken at Pontivie Fair, and others for 
having bin too amorous and uxorious tohis ſweet young wife La Pratiere; but it matters not 
which cxcc(p- of theſe two gave him bis fickneſs, only let it ſatirfic the Reader, that. (as we have 
already beard)his bod was very much inflamed and hor, the dangerous 5 mproms cither of a 
burning Feaycr,or a Pluriſic, the which toallay and coo), he ſends for his Apothecary Moncal- 
lier from V annes, to Saint Aignew , and after their conſuleation he opencth him a vein very 
titnely in the morning, and draws t«2 ounces of: blood from him , aid rowards night gives bim 
aGlifter, wherein he infuſed Rtrong poylon,, which ſpreading ore the vitall parts of his boo 
done oo 
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duth to foon work its operation,aud cxcinguith their radicall moi no 3h 
- = ny þ= kay th _ m_ my CROuny heart killing ar rig ones mw 
Nori : : Hs Wife La Pratiere being deſperatly vanquiſhed with { | 
& it were ) difſolve and melt her ſelf into rears, at thi K wh cron at 
Buaband Vaifontame, and indeed her griefs and ſorrows was 7 IR cd wa jew 
: in chat thc fees her (elf a Widdow almoſt as foon az a Wife. H.r Father is lik wit 9 my 
res et the _ of _ Son in Lawzand ſo alſo is his own Father ans =o —ud-ay 
ut tur his inhumane Brother Ouathriſion, although he neither c 
--m Yge HONG to do thoſe of _y from rs, atoabrg re fry Por our ed my | 
bl att; for he puts ona mournfull and diſconſolate count is rejoyci 
; niumphing heartztor the death of his Brother, the which mogarnaes de = Chin [ra 
ſpeeches and apparell; ſa he ridcs over to Saint Aignaw to his Siſter in Law L Br. acre 
= _— - her —_ his Brothers death, and with his beft oratory ftriver to difipat 
dilpell her ſorrows; but fill her thoughts and conſeicn | i 
thac (contidering h's former aff:Qion to her,and his rwapy Fr erag Husbakd "= 
her)iure he had a hand in his death , but in what manner or how ſh: knows roo A if, me 
«al — be prop full Lady, leaves the revealing thereofto the good befwrecad pee. 
_ " _ the curious heads coth of Nantes and V anxes concur a] her in the ſame 
Buc cheee moneths are ſcarce paſt over, fince Val ontaine was laid in hi 
_ ve OI « uegnG apry own luſt, Jon the beauty ar Aras ra 0 Mw 
; tolly,and again becomes a Sutor to mar her, havingno 
ow out his inceftuous dchires 3 that he will —— a dif} ion pany ade 2g - 
3 and that he hath alrcady ſpoken to Tven Biſhop of Reimes ro that eff &, who _— 
years Pcricentiary (or Almoner) to Pope Paulus Drintus. And what doch this indifc: - bn. 
bis work with La Pratiere, bur only to increaſe her jealouſie,to confirm her ſuſpitio o_ nd a. 
make her the more confident, that her Husband had been ſtill infthis World if ke kad wy a0 
the mcans io ſoon to ſend him into another ; Wherefore ſhe rejeerh both his foe _ hi "a 
Ut, tels him, that if he can find in his heart and conſcience to marry her ; ſhe cannot dif = 
Vich her ſoul ro eſpouſe him, and therefore that he ſhall do wellto ſarccaſe his ſute 307 pa 
th: Pope or Biſhop, fich if it lay in their power, yetit ſhould nzver in her pleaſure wo aug - 
reſolution rocff.A-itz but this peremptory refuſall of hers cannot yet conſe Quathriſſn we; > 
fake and leave herz For if his luſt and concupiſcence formerly made him peeviſh toſc:k = for 
bis Wifc, nw it makes him meerly Cotriſhand impudeur to alter his ſute,and foro ater -- 
delire to make her his Strumper : But he hath no ſooner delivered- ker this baſe and a Fa 
motion , bur all the blood of her body fluſhing into ber face , ſhe highly diſdaineth both hi 
hes and bimſelf , and vowing and ſcorning henceforth ever more to cont into his -v'0g 
pany, ſo ſhe informs her Father of his diſhonourable intent , and unchaſt motion to her , wh 
to rid himſelf of ſo uncivill and impudenta gueſt , thercupon (in ſharp termes forbids bim bis 
is 
Houſe and his Daughters company, as having hereby alcogether made himſelf unworthy to 
enjoy the priviledge of che one, or the honour of the other; when this ſweet and chaſt youn 
Lady(tobe no more haunted with fo laſcivious a Ghoſt and Spirit )being ſought in marri - 
divers noble and gallant Gentlemen, ſhe among tHem all(aſter a whole years —_ 
the firſt ) makes choice of Monſieur de Pont Cheney for her ſecond Husband, and DES 
him;  Quatbrifſonſecing himſelf ſo diſdainfully fleighted and rejeQcd of La Pratiere, he(as a 
baſe Gentleman, and diſhonourable Lover)mctamorphoſed his affeftion into hatred towards 
her, and yows that his rev ſhall ſhortly match her diſdain,and meet with her ingraticude 
and fo flies her fight company as much as he formerly deſired ic. But as the belt 
revenge is to make our enemics ſce that we proſp:r and do well, ſo he quite contrary makes 
it his praQiſe and ambition to do evill; for from henceforth among many other of his vices 
he defilerh his body with whoredomezand gives himſclt over to F urnication and Adultery 
which hath maken up ſo deep ahabir in him, as ic is now grown to A ſecond nature; for he 
wholly abandoneth himſelf ro Queans and Strumpets , that be ſhe Maid, - Wife, or Widdow 
his wanton eye ſcarce ſces any , but his luftfuil hearc delirech , and bis laſcivious congue 


- Now 2»atbrifſ-n (among many other )hearing that a poor Peaſant, or. Countreyman tex- + 
gon Kenne Moaliot , of che Pariſh of Saint Andrews,three miles from Y phy ky {weet = 
r young Daughter , he tierefore vecy lewdly ceſolves to-:{te her , .and to tempt her to his 
obſcene defires , when provoked and halled on by his lu't, as that was likewiſe by the Devill, 
he 
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he rides over to her Fathers houſe, and alighring from his Horſe cals chere for ſome wine, bue 
with his Hauk on his fiſt, and his Lackquiay and Dogs at his heels, thereby the better to over-yail 
and colour out hisJaſcivious deſign and intent : And that the Reader may the better and ap» 

ly behold this Country Virgin Maricta, ſhe was aged of ſome ſixteen years, and towards 
bs ſeventeenth , call and ftraight,and rather alittle enclining to fatncfs than to leancfs ; her 
hair was of a bright flax:n colour, and ſh: of fo freſh a beauty, and ſweet delicate complexion, 
that her eyes were capable to inflame deſire, and her Checks to engender and exatt affeCtion, 
fo that az it was a wonder among many to find fo delicate a Countr:y-laſs , ic was alſo many 
wonders in one, to ſee how ſweetly her rich beauty graccd her poor cloathes, whiles they 
(though in vaineYcndeavour to difgrace it. Quatbriſſonno ſooner ſces Marieta, bur (he is {9 
tair and amiable in his cyce, as they inform him, that report comes infinitly ſhore of her beauty, 
when burning in the fl»mes of his beaſtly concupiſcence rowards her , his luſt ſo cxcecding]y 
outbrave his reaſon, hat his cyes and heart do already do homage to hers,and he is ſo far caught 
and inſaarcd in the contemplation of her freſh youth and beauty, ashe vows to leave no Arg 
unattempted to obtain his luſtfull defires in enjoying of her virginity: To which cnd he very 
often and ſecretly vifiteth her, diſcovereth her his lewd deſires and aff:Ction,gives her Gloves, 
Bonlace, Lawn, worſtcd Stockings, and the like trifles, thereby the ſooner to prevail with her, 
when God knows this fair poor Maiden was ſo chaſt,as yet ſhe knew not what belonged roun- 
chafticy, ſich was her obſcure dwelling , and innocent education, and yet behold the D:yill 
was ſo bulic with her , and Quatbriſſon with the Devill, to draw and proſtitute her to fin, as (h: 
was ſo far in love with his gay clothes, fugred ſpeeches and fair promiſes , rich gifts, and eſpe- 
cially becauſe he was a Gentleman, that in a few weeks ſh: had hardly the power or will co dany 
him any thing,no not her (clf. ' 

Bat whiles thus Quathriſſon layts cloſe fiege to the chaſtity of the Daughter, her Mother 
= Chaumett (being of a quick wit and ſharp apprehenfion, meaſuring his youth by her 
- Daughters beauty) begins to miſtruſt and fear that by his often viſits, he endeavoured to put a 

rape on her vertae, in ſeeking to inrich himſelf with the loff: of her Maiden-head, the which 
to prevent 3 ſh: forbids him her houſe, fhewing him that ſhe had rather dye, than live to ſee hee 
Daughter made a Strumpet , adding farther, that if hereupon he did not forbear her houſe 

and her — company, ſhe would forthwith acquaint his Father Monfiedr de Caerftainge 
therewith,allcadging that how cloſe ſoever he bore himſelf, ſhe knew him to be his Sonn and 
Heir, and termed Qnatbriſſom;which crofle ſpeeches of hers do much afflift and perplex him,and 
the more becauſe he ſees he cannot now approach Mariera,and which is worlt of all, in regard 
he knows not whom to imploy towards her , to win her to his defires : But at length remem- 
bring that he was well acquainted with an old Francifcan Frier of Auroy, named Father Sym- 
plician, who many years begged the Countrey for the repairiog of their Monaftery , and with 
whom he had often carouſed and been merry; -He therefore holds him a fit Inftrument and 
Apent for his purpoſe, and forides over to Aurdy , and ſends for him to his Todging , where 
iving him good cheer , and well beating his bead with wine, he there from poine to point, 
Sicovererh this ſecret;,and laycs open himſcIfeo him : So this old Frier loving his cups berter 
- thanhis Beads , and Monfteur de athriſſon better than his Guardiar (becauſe he had twice for- 
merly expcllcd hin the Monaſtery for ſome of his diſhoneft and debauched prancks ) he freely, 
engagerh-himfelf to him , affirming that, he wcll Knew both Father and Mother, an Davyghter 
 baving herctofore many times layen in theic houſe, when he hath been overtaken , cither by 

night or raine. | | 

* rific is the Devils Mask or Viſard,and there is no way fo ſabcle{ or finfull to deceive 
as x1 2s the Cloak and Colour of Religion, and therefore it is a moſt pernicious and odious 
ſhame to Chriſtians , that thoſe who profeſs picry ſhould prophane'ir. This good. Fellow Fri- 
er Symplician(taking che tide of tinie,and the wind of opportunity under the pretext of vi- 
fiting ſome of his Kinsfolks leaves Awroy, repaires to Vamnes, and fo to Malliots houſe in the 
Country, where purpoſely faining himſclf fick, thereby eo procure himſelf the better colour 
for his ftay, and the better means for the difpatchof this love bufineſs for Aorfieur Duatbriſe 
ſox, there Malliot and his Wife Fane Chanmet(one of their refpeft co Religion,and reverence to 
Churchmen)entertaih him lovingly, and attend him carcfully and diligently,;thinking no coft 
too much,nor any meat,care or Jabour enough which they ſpent and beſtowed on him; But we 
ſhall ſce him requite this Hoſpicality,and repay this courtefie of theirs with a baſe ingratitude. 
*  Forinthe abſence of the Father and Mother, this deboſhed Frier teacheth their fair Daugh- 
ter Mariete anew Catechiſmehe tels her that Monfeur Duetbrifſon is deeply in love with hers 
that if ſhe will hearken to his aff:Qtion , and fo. become flexible to his —_ 
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he will (horcly tteal her away trom her Parents, and either maintain her Gentlewoman- like 
in brave apparell, orelſe mary her to fome rich Serving-man, or.Facmers Son,with whom ſhe 
might live mercily,and ac her hearts content all the daies of her life; adding withall , that it 
was pitty her delicat freſh beauty ſhould be ſo ſtriftly and oblcurely mewed up in her Fathers 
x Cortage, and chat it was a ſhame tojher to prove an enemy to Nature, who had been ſo 

| Poncifull and ſo true a friend to her, with many more obſcene reaſons , and deboſhed ſpee- 
ches looking that way , the which(in modefty ) I cannot remember without ſhame, nor relate 
without dereftation. So this pandarifing old Fryer(degenerating fiom his habit,profeſſion, 
and name) what with the hony,(or rather indeed the poyſon) of his ſpeeches and promiſes, 
and che ſugar of ſome gifts and tokens which he delivered her from ©atbrifſn,he draws this 
harmleſs ind innocent poor country Maid, fo far to forget himſelf, her Parents,and God,that 
in hope ofrich apparell, and a good Husband,ſhe'tels her Father Symplician, that ſhe is wholy 
«atbriſſons ar command, and that for his ſake and loveſhe is abſolvtly reſolued to forſake 
wy Father and Mother , and co go away with him any night or day, when hee pleateth to 


fach ker; the which ſhe ſhortly doth, and ſhe accompliſheth : And thus was the odious ingra- 


ticude of this Fryer Symplician,tcowards horet Mallist and his Wife,for his good cheer, lodg- 
ing and entertainment , to betray and bereave them of their only child and Daughtery, whom 


they well hoped would have proved the joy of their life, and the ftaff and comfort of their 


e | 
Quatbrifſn (in the vanity of his voluptuous thoughts ( having thus ( by bimſelfand the 
Fryer) played his prize in ſtealing away fair Morierts, he by night brings her to his own old 
Nurſe her houſe, which is alittle mile diſtant from that of his Father, where he ſecretly 
keeps her,takes his pleaſure of her, and as often as he F » lics with her whole nights 
together; but Mariets's ſorromfull Father and Mother ſeeing themſelves thus robbed of theic 
only Jewell theic Daughter, they bicterly lament her lofſe; and their own misfortunes therein. 
They complain to all their Neighbours thereof, and leave few adjacent Pariſhes or Houſes 
unſought for her ; yea her Mother Fane Chenmers grief and jealoufie tranſport her fo far, as 
vehemently ſuſpeRing that Monfiexr de Quatbriſſon had ſtolne her away, ſhe trips over to his 
| Fathers Houſe, andi there (with forrow in her looks , and tears in her eyes ) acquaints both 
him and thc Lany his Wite thereof; who preſently ſend for their Son @xatbrrſſon before them. 
They ſhew him what an infinite ſcandall this foul faRt and crime of his will breed him, and 
likewiſe refle& upon themſelyes, and all their Kinsfolks and Family. How the juſtice of 
God infallibly attends on whoredom and fornication, and thar}be bach no other true courſe 
or means lefc him to expiate and deface it, bux Confeffion, Contrition, and Repentance, and 
$5 recurning the! poor Country Girlejagain to her aged and ſorrowfull Parents : But Qwar- 
briſſon their Son(asa baſe Gencleman )denies all, terms old Malliov. Wife an old 
Hag and Devill,co charge him thus falfly with the ſtealing away of her Daughter; and ſo with 
out any other regreſs or comfort , this poor Mother returns again home to her forrowtful- 
full-Husband , and Qxatbrifſox ſecretly to his Nurſes, to frollick and ſport it out with his ſweel 
and fair Countrey Miſtris Marie's. | t 
But to obſerve the better Order and Deeorwm in the dilation and unfolding of this Hiſtory, 
leave we(for a ſmall time)this laſcivious young couple. wailowing in the beaſtly pleaſures of 
their ſenſuality and fornication, and come we a littleto ſpeak how ſuddenly and ſharply ( at 
unz wares )the vengeance and juſtice of God RR our execrrble Apothecary Mincaller, 
who ſo wretchedly and lameniably(as we have formerly underfteod )had ſent innocent PF al- 


fureaine from Earth to Heaven, by tha damnable drug and iugredient of poyſon. The man- 
- ner whereof briefly thus thus. 


Dnatbriſſon (a8 we have already ſeen) having exchanged his former affeQion into future 


malice and envie towards his Siſter in Law Ls Pratiere, doth ftill retain ſuch bloody thoughts 


againſt her, as (riking hands with the Devill)he (in favour of three hundred Crowns more) 


bath again ingaged his helliſh Apothecary Adncallier likewiſe to poyſon her , at his firſtadmi- 
niſtriag of Phylick to her; which intended deplorable Tragedy of theirs is no ſooner pro- 
jeted and plocted of the one , than promiſed ſpeedily to be atted and perſormed by the other, 


to the end(quoth theſe two miſerable wretches  ) to make. her <quall, as in marriage, ſoin ' 


death with her firſt Husband V2!fontaine. Thus Quathriſion longing , and Moncallier heark- 
ning out for Ls Pratieres ficit ſickneſs , wo moneths are-icarce blown over , ſince her marriage 
with Pons Chaz{ey, but ſhe is ſurpiſed with a peſtilent Fever; when he as a loving and kind 
Huszband ( at the req 1eit of bis lick Wife)rideg over to Fannes for this Monſter of his profel- 
lion and time M-xcsllier, ro come with him and give her phylick , the which preſently (with 
asmuch tre2cherons cace , as feigned ſorrow)he promiſerh to etfeQ; and fo inwardly raſfolves 


with 
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with the Devill, and himſcIfro poyſon her : but we {hall.lee here that Gods providence will 
favourably permit the firſt, and his goodneſs and mercy miraculouſly pr.y.;ne the 
_—_ ſces this his fair and ſweet Patient Ls Pratiere, but he is y-t fo far from ſhame 
or repentance that he had poyſoned her firit Husband , as (with a gracelcſs ratiocination) he 
confirmes his former impious reſolution likewiſe to diſpatch her (elt: but for that time he con- 
eenteth himſelf only to draw fix ounces of blood trom her , and promiſeth to retarnto her 
the next morning with Phyſick, and therein to infinuate and Infule the poyſon. But here 
(in the fear,and to the glory of God )let me requeſt the Chriltian Reader ro admire and won- 
der wi:h me at the ftrangeneſſe of this ſu-iden and divine puniſhment of God , than and there 
ſhown on this wretched Apothery Moncallier : Foras he was ready to depart, and being on the 
top! of the ſtayres (next to the Chamber door where Ls Pratiere lay lick Jcomplementin gwith 
her Huzband Pont Chanſcy at his farewell, he trips in his Spurs , and ſo fals down headlo 
at the foot thereof, there breaks his neck, and which is lamcacable and fearful], he hath nej- 
ther the power or grace left him to ſpeak a word, muchlcfſe to repenc his cruell poyſoning of 
V alfontaine,or to pray unto God to forgive it him. Andthus was the miſerable end of this 
wretched Moxcellier, who, when he abſolutly thought chat that bloody fat of his was quite 
defaced and forgotten of God, then God('as we ſee )in his due time remembred to puniſh him 
. for the ſame, to his utter confuſion and deſtruttion , that as his crime was bloody ,fo bis pa- 
niſhment ſhould be ſfadden and (harp. | 
Return we now again to Quatbriſſn(who amidlt his carnall pleaſures with his young and 
fair Mariets )is advertiſed of Mencailiers ſudden and ynnaturall death at S. Aignarw, whereat 
(reſembling himſelf ) he is ſo far from any apprehenſion or grief, as he exceedingly triumph- 
eth and rejoyceth thereat ; yea, he is as glad that he hath thus brok his neck, becauſe he can 
now tell no tales, as ſorrofull if now before his death he have not poyſoned Ls Pratiere, as 
fornierly he did her Husband Fa/fontaize his Brother. * Whiles thus Quatbriſſ-ns joy in enjoy. 
ing Mais, proves the grief and diſconſolation of her Parents , for it is now generally bry- 
ted in Yannes, that Quatbriſſon hath ſtoln away Mallzors Daughter Marietts , whereof her F4- 
ther and Mother being ſorrowtully acquainted (he being weak and fickly) ſhe again repairs 
to Monfieur de Caerfteinge andhis Lady, and with tears in her eyes throwing her ſelfat their 
feet , acquaints them with this puplick report, humbly beſeeching them to be a means to the 
Gentlcman theic Son, that he reſtore them their Daughter ; but > An are ( in a manner deaf to 
her requefis,and ſo only return her this generall anſwer , that they will againexamin their 
Son , and cauſe all their Tenants houſer near about to be narrowly ſearched for her, and this 
is all the redreſs and conſolation which this forrowfnll Mother could get for them; Whereof 
Quathriſſm being advertiſed, he (with much ſecrecy and haft)about midnight , cauſeth Pie- 
rot his Fathers Miller, to fetch 3ſarieta away from his Nurſes houſe co his Mill, which is ſome 
quarter of a League from his Fathers houſe, the which accordingly Pieret effeterh. The very 
next morning Quetbriſſon goes ſecretly to the Mill and viſies her ; he informs her how her Pa- 
rents have incenſed his againſt him,and ayainſ her ſelf likewiſe; he bids her be of good ecom- 


fort , that ſhe ſhall want nothing , that ke will very ſhorly procure her a better lodging , and 


pre vi le both for her ſafety and reputation,and ſo continually frollicks it out, and there takes 
his pleaſure of her ; yea, he lies ſo often with her many whole nights and ſome dayes at this 
Mill , that ae laſt her belly ſwels,and both of them apparantly perceive that ſhe is with child 
by him : when poor ſol, ſeeing her ſelf as it were pent upin a priſon,that ſhe had no new 
par:ell, nor was towards any Husband ; yea, looking back into the foulneſs of her faulc, and 
ſeeing that ſhe had made her ſelf the grief of her Father and Mother , the laughter of the 
world, and almoſt the diſdain pf Qzathriſſm,who(furfetting in his pleaſures with her)began 
now to Jook lefſe familiar, and more ſtrange to her than accuſtomed, ſhe with' many fighes 
, and tears repentsher ſelf of her errour, but how to remedy ic,ſhe knows not. 

As for Qnatbriſ3n, he ſuppoſing he had his Fathers Miller Pieror at his command , profer- 
eth him tw. hundred French Crowns to marry her ; whereat this Meal-cap Miller ( inga 
luſty young fellow of ſome five and twenty years old)could not at firſt refrain from bluſhing 
and laughing ; when ſecing Mariets to be young and fair,he is ſo far in . love with her, as as 
* firſt he wiſheth her to his wife; but then again conſidering that ſhe hath a geeat belly by his 

young Mafter , that heſtil! lycs with her,and that if he ſhould raarry hi r, he would undoubted- 
ly be more Maſter and owner of her than himſelf, he praycs him theretore to excuſe bim for 
that he is fully reſolycd not to marry her, 


When 
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When 2uatbriſſax yer farther delirous ro draw him to take her to his Wife, profereth Piz* 
rot a new Leaſe and Eſtate of his Mill-from his Father for ſeven years, at his own coft and char- 
But this Miller(being a pleaſant joviall wag) cls his young Maſter that he had rather 
never hear the clacking of his Mill, than to live to ſee himſelf cornuted 3 and fo upon no terms 
will marry Mariera, but for any other ſervice, he ſwears to him, that he is , and ever will be 
wholly at his command. Poor Marietz now ſeeing her hopes grow ſmall, and her belly great, 
and conſequently her joycs decline , avd her ſorrows increaſe , finding that ſhe is now rather | 
Quatbriſſons priſoner than his prize, and the Miller rather her Goalcr than her Land-lord , (ſhe | 
with many far fetche ſighs & briniſh tearsvery peſſionatly beſeecheth @r athrifſion on her knees, | 
that he will ſpeedily either provide her a Husband, or permic her with herſhamefull and for- 
rowfull burthen to return home to her aftlifted and angry Parents, Two requeſts , and both ſo 
reaſonable (quoth ſhe to him Jas if it be nor in your power to grant me the firſt , yer 1 hope it 
will be your pleaſure not to deny me the ſecond. But ©nathriſſon , notwithſtanding all theſe 
trarsand prayers of Marietta, ke is ſtill ſo vexcd , as well with her importunity, as with the 
complaints of his own Parcnts , and the bitter lamentations and outcrics of hers , that 
(inthe beat of ſorciſh choller and ingractull diſdain) he flics from her, abſents himſelf longer 
then accuſtomed,and thenceforth(by degrees )bcgins as much to loath her, as he fradel 
ved her. Mariette percciving this his unexp:&cd and ingratfull unkindneſs rowards her, ic 
th her very heart with grief, and her foul with deſpairez She requeſts the Miller to tell 
Monfieure de Buatbriſſon that ſhe prayes him to ſee her, or to permit her to ſec him; buc he per- 
ceiving that his young Maſter {lighted her z and that his hot affeftion was by this time waxed 
cold and frozen to her, he refuferh ro go himſelf, and ſo ſends his Boy 3 Be what doth this 
importunity of hers procure or cff:& wich Quatbriſſn, but only the more inflame his choller, 
therein the more increaſe her own ſorrows, and accelerate and haſten on her miſeries? For 
he bids the Boy tell her, that he is gone to Renxes, and will not return in a moneth; and with- 
all, he wils him to bid his Maſter ro come ſecretly to him in the morning , ar his Fathers Oc- 
chard. So if Daathriſſons unkindneſs to Marieta formerly made her ſeem to be the piQture of 
forrow, Alas, now this his diſcourteous departure,and difdaining cither to ſee her.or once bid 
her farewell, makes her really co be ſorrow her ſclf; for ſhe tears her hair, and (with amourn- 
full and Corrowfull Ambition ) cndeavoureth to drown her ſelf in.che Occan of her tears; yea, 
her griefs arc ſo infinite, and her diſcontents ſo inſupportable (in that ſhe hath ſo deeply diſo+ 
beyed her Parents, and offended God with her Fornication)as the remembrance of theſe fing 
and crimes ofhcrs make her not dare to look upto Hzavenfor affiſtance; a thouſand times ſhe 
repents her ſelf of her folly, and as ofcen faith and diftateth to her , that ſhe ſhould be as happy 
anow ſhe is miſerable, if ſhe again were a child,and not with child, and that ſhe were again as 
living in her Mothers belly , as now by this time ſhz finds her own poor unfortunate innocens 
babe is in hers. She as high as Heaven cxclaimeth on Duatbriſſons ingratitude, and curſeth the 
name and memory of Frycr Symplicien as low as H:1l , tor thus betraying and (educing her to 
fin, which hath now brought her to miſery and diſconſolation ; yea , her unfortunacy is ſo 
great, as {h: cannot write for aſſiſtance from any where, or if ſh: could , ſhe knows not from 
whom once to expe, much leſs co receive it : but rather ſees her ſelt reduced to ſuch extreme 
affliftion and miſery , that ſhe is every way far more capablc co weep or figh forth her ſorrows 
toher ſelf, thea to (peak,or make them known to the world. | 
Whiles thus Mariets is penfavely and pitjfully ccchoing forth her complaints to the bare wals 
of her poor Chamber, Pzerot the Miller finds out his young Maſter 2»athriſſon, in the Orchard 
behind his Fathers houſe, according co his appointment , where berwixe this wretched and 
execrable couple the Reader muſt prepare to ee them conſult and conclude a molt bloody and 
mournſull bulinefs , which will exaCt pitty, and command lamentation from the moſt 
flinty and barbarous heart, yea in a word, from any living mortall man, whoſe prophane life 
and impicty hath not abſolutly made him a meer D:vill. For 2uatbriſſn having thus ſatia» 
ted and ſurfetted himſelf in reaping his Om of poor Aaricta,and (as before) cx- 
changed his familiarity into malice , and his aff:&ion into cnvie towards her, knowing that ſhe 
will be a perpetuall cyc- ſore to hi, Parents, anda continuall ſhame and ſcandall co himſelf, as 
long as ſh: liv cs in this world,he therefore moſt ingratfully and cruelly refolves quory'ts ſcud 
ber into another 3 and no confideration whatſoever cither of her youth or beauty, of 
belly, or of his quick child within her , or of his own ſoul, can prevaile with him to the contra» 
ry: But the Devill is ſo ftrong with him, that he is miſcrably reſolute not to retize,but to ad- 
vance in this bloody buſineſs. To which cf &, he breaks with Pierot the Miller to attempt and 
fiviſh ic, and again promiſerh him the Fee-fimple (or at leaft a Leaſe of ſeven years Jof his Mill, 
to finiſh ic ; which this bloody miſcreant (out of his hellih covetouſuels , and itching defire 
ta 
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to pleaſe his young Maſter ) promiſerh to accompliſh. They now conſult of the manner hoy 
to murther Marieta : The Millerattirms it to be the ſureſt way(under ſome pretext):o take hee 
into the next Wood by night, and there to murther her, which @uatbriſſon contradiAeth, be. 
cauſe (faith be )her dead body being found ſo neer his Fathers honte , this hey murther will re. 
fic&on him; and therefore to make ſure work, he bids the Miller ro ftrangle her by night in 
her B:d, and ſo to bury her in his outer yard, and there to clap a Wood-vine over her,where. 
on they both agree. When ſwearing perperuall ſecrecy cach to cther, this cxccrable Miller here 
promiſcrh Duatbriſſon to diſpatch her within three dayes ag fartheſt. 

This bloody bargain and compact being thus concluded between them , Pierot the Miller re. 
turnes to his Mill, where poor Marieta (little ſnſpeRing or dreaming, what adiſmall ftrats. 
gem was plotted and reſolved againft her life ) ſhe(finding comfort from no where, and there. 
fore ſeeking it every where Jenquires of him it he came from Mexſtenr de C aerſtainges houſeand 
if his Son Monſieur Duatbriſſon were departed from Rennes, as his Mill-boy had 101d her ; who 
(here the better to Jull her aſleep thereby with more facility ro finith his bloody deſign on her) 
tels her that he was gone thither , but that betore his departure he had left ſecret word for him 
to uſe her curteouſly in his abſence , the which he ſwore to her he would carefully perform; 
whereat*Marieta thanks him, bot yer again prying more narrow!y into this Millers looks than 
his ſpecches , ſhe found that he now looked mere fullen and hapgardly co her than accu. 
ſtomed , or clſe that cither her conceit or his countenance and Phyſiognomy deceived her 
thercin. But herc(before I proceed further)let us remark the ftravge eff. &s, and events hereof; 
For as dreams prove ſcldome true, becauſe they are as incertain as their cauſes , which for the 
moſt part either proceed from the influence of the heart , or elſe flow from the operations of 
the brain in their different paſſions of aff:Qtion, Envie, Hope, Fear, Joy, Sorrow , or the likes 
So it pleaſed God that the very ſame night Marieta dreamt , that Pierot the Miller ki:led her, 
and threw her dead body into the Pond; the which rcmembring the next morning, fh: like 
wiſe remembred to acquaint him therewith, who ( vile wretchand difſembling Hypoctite) 
ſeemed tobe in choller thereat, vowing and ſwearing to her with many oaths and deprecatis 
ons, that ſhe was and ſhould be as ſafe in his Mill , as if ſhe were either in the Tower ot Blix, 
or in the Caſtle of Blavet, which indeed arc reputed to be two of the ſtrongeſt and moſt im- 
portant pecccs of lictle Britavy 3 whereat poor Marieta again and again thanks him. But this 
notwithſtanding, I now here tremble to report, that the very next inſuing nighe ( Mariete 
proving too true a Herauld aud Propheteſs , to her own immediate mournfull Tragedy) as the 
night had given truce to her tears, and flecp adminiſtred reſt to her eyes, as ſhe lay in her poor 
pallat bed, then this bloody villain Pierct the Miller very ſecretly enters her Camber,and {oftly 
conveics a ſmall cord under her head, and faſtning it to her further bed poaſt ( his ſtrength 
conſpiring with his malice) he then and there ſtranglcs ber dead, giving her ncither the power 
or time to cry , much leſs to fpeak one word, and as ſoon as this Agent of Hell had bercaved 
her (and conſequently the frnir of her womb) of lite, he within Iefs than an hone after ( notto 
give the Iyc to her own dream ) changeth his purpoſe itz the manner of her buriall, andfo 
(in her clothes as ſhe was ) carrics her to his little Mill- boat in the Pond, where faſtning a great 
picce of an old broken Mill-ftone to her middle {or waſt) by a ſtrong new Rope which he had 
purpoſely provided, he there throws her into the deepelt place of his Pond, hoping , yea afſu 
ring himſclf, that ſh: ſhould never fce nor hear more ot her, 

The very next morning after the finiſhing of this deplorable fa&t, Pierot ( the Miller ( not 
able to {lcep for joy(at the very break of the day, diſpecds himfelf away wiik the news here» 
of to his young Maſter 2uatbriſſon , who hears and receives it with much content and jo! ,when 
(by his promiſe and oath again affuring the Miller of his Millhe the better to bear, and wipe 
off the ſuſpition which this murcher might reflcC or caft on bim(if it ſhould ever hereafter come 
to be deteCted or diſcovered)rides away tothe City of Rennes, where "the States Generall of 
that Province (which we in England term our Parliament)was then toafſemble, where re- 
Joycing that he had ſo happyly diſpatched his clowniſh Scrumpet Marieta,and Pierot the Miller 
at home likewiſe finging and triumphing at this his cafic purchaſe of his Mill,they rot ſo 
much as once Took up to Heaven and God, or down to their own conſciences and ſoules,what 
this foul and deteſtable Murther of theirs deſerves, And not to go far, by this time the Lord 
thinks it high time, to bring this their cruell Murther to light,by a ſtrange (1 may juſtly ſay by 
a miraculous accident, which at unaware and when they Icaſt think thereof, will (amidſt their 
mirth and ſccuricy)befall them. 

A moneth is not full ar over fince this Murther of Marieta , but God (in his ſacred mercy 
and juſticc) is now reſolved to make Moxſieur de Pont Chauſez( La Pretieres ſecond Husband) 
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obe che tictt means tor the detection herevt (and in that likewiſe afterwards of the poyſoning 
of Vaifontain) who being one day at Y annes with three other Gentlemen, his friends, he is 
delirous to hunt a Duck wick two of his own Spaniels; And no Pond being ſo fit or neer as 
that ot Monſtenr d: Caerſtaiguer, he makes choice thereot , but the Duck is no ſooner in the 
Pond and the Dogs after her, bur theſe two poor harmleſs Curs ſwimming ezgerly for their 
prey, as they come to the place where Maries's dead body was ſunk and tyed, they inſtancly 
toriake and abandon the Duck , and there pudling with theic feer, and ſnuffling with their 
noles in the water, they moſt lamentably fer up their tunes, and aloud how! and bark cach at 
other, without departing or ſtirring thence, the which Pont { hawſey and the other Gentlemen 
well obſ-rving , God initantly inſpires their conceits with this apprehenfion, and their hearts 
with this jealouſte; that(peradvencure )there was ſome body, either accidentally or purpoſely 
drowned there, and that it now pleaſed his Divine Majeity co make theſe rwo poor Dogs his 

is and Officers to diſcover ic, whereupon they once reſolve to draw up the {Juce, and to 
lkcout all the water of the Pond, bur firſt they refulve to make another trial and experiment 
hereot, fo for that time they take up their Duck, depart, and call away their Spanicls, but 
after Dinner they return, and the Duck being again pur in, the Spaniels in the very ſame place 
do the like as in the morning, itil] howling and barking moſt lamentably, the which indeed 
yeilds harth and difplealing muſick co the erembling hearc and guiley conſcience of this mur- 
derous Miiler, bur (till the Devil his School-malter makes him pur a brzzen face on his fear. 
Now this ſecond aftion and demeanor of the Spaniels, confirms the firſt jealouſie and appre- 
heafion of Pont Chauſey and his affuciatr, who (to vindicatethis truth) are now reſolute in 
their former propolicion, and detire of letting out the water of the Pond, the which they at- 
tempt to effeQ : Bur chen this wretched Miller ſceing himſelf now ſo narrowly put to his 
truwps and ſhifts, and therefore knowing it high time to prevent them, at leaſt if he meant to 
provide tor his own fafery and lite ; he with many humble and ſugred ſpeeches (not ſeeming 
any way to take notice of their 4pprehenhion) rels them , that he is a poor young man, that 
this is his ficſt year of ſetting up his Trade of a Miller for him{#1t,that it being now in the midit 
ofa hot and adry Summer, his Pond will not receive in water again for his Mill to go in a 
week or two after, which will iafallibly begger him, and therefore (almoſt with tears) he be- 
ſeecheth them to defiſt from th:ir purpcsſe, and not to turn out the water of his Pond, yea he 
ſpeaks ſo paſſionatly and pictifully to them, as his reaſons prevail with the three other Geutle- 
men, buc with Puxt Chbawſey they cannot, but rather the more confirm his former apprehenſion 
and belief, that ſure there was ſome one or other drowned, and withall God doth afreſh di- 
Rill and infuſe into his imaginations , that this very Miller himfelf might have ſome hand 
therein , notwichſtanding all kis humble prayers and ſmooth ſpeeches to the con- 


To which end Pont Chawſey the better to effeR his deſire & reſolution, he(as a wiſe and diſcreet 
Gentleman)grants the Miller |:is requeſt,when purpoſely ſending away his Servants, Dack and 
Dogs,he enquires of the Miller if he have any dice or cards in his Mill, who anſwers him chat he 
hath caxds,bur no dice:So into the Mill they all four go,and play ac Lansknight for Cartdeſcus, 
and the Miller (now raviſhed with joy to fee how his fair tongue hath kept the water 
in his 'Pond) is wonderfnll dil:gent co wait, and officious to attend them and their com- 


mands- 


Bat they having played an hour, PoxtChauſey now thinks it high time for him to cffeQ hisde- 
fign and reſolution,and then tels Pierot the Miller,that he is very dry and thicfty, demanding of 
him if there be any wine to ſell neer his Mill, who tells them there is none nearer chan the 
Town, where he willingly proferech to go and ferch ſome ſpeedily, which indeed is that very 
part and point whereat Pont Chauſey only aimed : So he gives him money to fetch two grand 
pots of wine 3 when this inconciderate and ſecure Miller (without either fear or wit)ſeems ra- 
ther to flie than to run to the Town with joy for it , thinking and affuring that the ſtorm of 
bis danger was now already quite paſt and blown over; buthe is no ſoener out of fight, but 
Pont Chauſey preſencly throws up the Cards, and prays the reſt of the Gentlemen to aſſiſt 
himin drawing up the ſluce and emptying the Pond, for that his hear till prompes him there 
is ſome one drowned therein, whereunto they all give free conſent; ſo by that time the 
water is half out, Lo (wich much admiration and pitty _ they behold a dead body float- 
ing therein, and yet fafined with a Rope to the bottom of the pond. And prying -more nar- 
rowly to diſcern ic, they (by the coats it wore) perceived it tobe a woman, whom they cauſe 
- tobe taken up in the Mill-boac, 'but her fleſh is ſo riveld and withered with the water, and 
eaten and disfigured by the fiſh , as ic was A” 5" to know what ſhe was, and ſhe _ 
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ſo odiouſly, as almolt none dacſt approach her. Pont Cheuſey (and his affociars)ſceing this wo. 
ſal and lamencable ſp:Aacle, and comparing therewith the Millers earneſt refuſall, not to peer. 


. mit them to empty his pond, he her: confirms his former jealoufie , and now confidently fy. 


fpets him, cither to bz the Author or Ator of this cruc1l murther 3 To which end be aud his 
aſſ>ciats lay cxatt and curious wait for his teturn with the wine who comming therewith from 
the Town merrily finging, and not ſo much as once dreaming what had hapned at the Pong, 
he aſcending thetop of the Hill by the Woods (ide,and eſpying his Pond empricd,then the foul. 
neſs of his fatt and conſcience, and the eminency of his danger doth ſo terrific and amaze him, 
that he ſet down his pots of wine on the ground, and ( committing his lafety to the celerigy 
and ſwiftncſs of his heels ) he with all poſlible ſpeed runs away towards the centre of the Wood; 
the which Poxt Cbauſey and the reſt of the Gentlemen eſpying, they need no other evidence bug 
this his flight, to proclaim himſelf guilty of this murther, and ſo they ſpecdily ſend after him, 
and within one hour after he is found out, apprehended and brought back ; they vehemently 
accuſihe, and he as reſolutely cxculing himſelf of this murther z but notwithſtanding they (hut 
him up cloſc in his own Mill, till it b: found out what this drowned murdered woman is. 

The report of this mournfull accident being ſpeedily divulged in Vannes, and bruted inthe 
neighbour Pariſhes, there are a world of people , who from all parts flock to the Pond, tobe 
ſpe&ators of this dead woman z and among the reſt, Tvon Malliot and his wite Fane Cbaumet, 
no ſooner und-rftand hereof, but knowing it to be a woman, and drowned in Adonfieur de Caer- 
ftaings Pond, they exceedingly fear it is their Daughter Morieta, and to ſee the ifſuc and truth 
hereof (ſhe runs before , and he limps after as faſt as he can, as it they ſhould not come time e> 
ough to make themſclves miſerable,with the fight and obj: Ct of their miſery. Now they arc no 
ſooner arrived to the Pond, but they ſec all the people ftand aloof from this murdered corps,be- 
cauſe of the ftinck thereof 3 but they (hardned by their fear, and encouraged by their aff. tion ) 
do willingly ruſh towards it, but cannot as yct diſc:rn what {he war, by reaſon the fiſtizs had ab 
moſt eaten away all che fleſh from her bones , which thereforeno way ſatisfying their curioliy 
and enquiry,they then fall to waſh away the mud and oz: from herclothes, hoping to draw ſome 
information and light from them, as alas they now inſtantly do, for they find the Waſtcoat and 
two Petty-coats; that of aſh colour ſerge, and theſe of green and red Bayes to be the very ſame 
which their Daughter Marieta worc, when ſhe cither fled , or was ftolen from them; whereag 
crofling their Arms, and ſcnding their fighs to heaven, and their tears to carth, this poor affli- 
Rcd Fathcr and Mother cry out that it was the dead body of their fair and unfortunate Daughe 
ter Marieta, and doubtleſs, that either Moyſieur Quatbriſſon or Piexct the Miller,or both of them 
were hcr Murthercrs ; whercat all the p:ople admire and wonder , every one ſpeaking thereof 
- _ ſcverall fancic led them, and as they ſtood aff.Ced, or diſaftcAtcd ro Qwatbriſſon, and 

ce Miller. 

But Pont Chauſey rides preſently to V anres (leaving the other three Gentlemen his fricndsto 

ard the Miller in his mill ) and advertiſeth the S:ncſhall , and the other two Judg: 8 of this 

eplorable fat ; ſo they ſend for this Miller to Varnes, andthe next day being brought before 
them,they examine and accuſe him for thus murthering of Marieta, but (having learnt his an- 
ſwer and reſolution of the D:vill ) he with many bitier oaths and curſes denies it, depoſing and 
ſwearing that he never knew her nor ſaw her ; but this falſe anfwwer and counterfeit coyn of his 
will no way paſs current with his Judges, but they forthwith ordain him to the Rack. Our 
wretched Miller Perot is amazed and terrificd at the fight hereof, yea now his courage begins to 
fail him, as fearing it to be the true Prologue, and fatall Harbinger to his death ; ſo he endures 
the ſingle torment reaſonable well, but feeling the pinches and tortures of the ſecond, and well 
knowing that his heart, Joynts,and paticnce can never endure it,he then and there confeſſech to 
his Judges, that he was the only Author and aftor of this murther, and that he ſtrangled her 
in his Mill, and then ſunk her in his Pond , becauſe ſhe would never conſent or yeeld to be his 
wife, but ſpeaks not a word of Ruatbrifſon, or that he had any way ſeduced or hired him to 
commit it ; but fed his exorditane thoughtsand erroneous hopes with the ayr of this vain belicf 
That when he was condemned to dic here in Vaxnes , that he would then appeal thence to the 
Court of Parliament of Rennes, where he knew his young Mafter © yatbriſſm = was, & where 
he preſumed he had ſo many great and noble friends, as he ſhould not necd to fear his life : But 
ny to theſe his weak & poor hopes)the very next morning when he expefted to hear the 

entence of death pronounced againſt him,his Judges again adjudge him to the rormenes of the 
Scarpines, to know if Afonfieur Duatbrifſon, or any other were accefiary with him in'this mur- 
ther, when they cauſe his left foot to be burnt ſo ſoundly, as he will not endure to have his righe 
touched,and fo confeſſeth that his young Maſter Quatbriſſon ſeduced and hired him to frangle 
Mariets in her bed in his Mill,and promiſed him the Fee Simple orLeaſe thereof to perform it, 
thatheic was who likewiſe threw her into thePond, and that he alſo believes ſhe was quick 


with child by his ſaid Maſter. All, 
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All Y anes wender and talk of @uatbriſſons baſe ingratitude end cruelty, towards this fill 
and harmleſs young -Qoutierey ofa Mariets, yea this foul and Jamentable murther , admi> 
niltreth likewiſe ralk in all the adjoyning Towns and Pariſhes ; So this execrable Miller Pie- 
705 18 by the Seneſhall condemned to be broken alive bn the Wheel, bur yet ( in regard ofthe 
necelhcy of his controncation) chey defer his execution till Quatbriſſen be apprehendcd in Rez- 
ves , where the Scneſhall, and Kings Atturney Generall of V#nnes , do by poſt ſend away his 
accuſation to thac fameus Court of Parliamenez where whiles he is prauncing in the ttreets 
ot char Ciry on his great Horſe, and ruffling in his Scarlits and Satqins, with three Lacpuies 
(richly clad Jar his heels , che height of this pomp and bravery makes his ſhame the more ap= 
paraurt,and his crimes che more foul and notorious; For then when he thoughe himſelf co be 
tartheſt from danger, loe the ſultice and Providence of God brings him neareſt to it ; for he 
is now here by a band of Huyliers (or Purſevants ) takeu off frem his horſe, appreheaded and 
impriſoned by the command of the Lievtcnant Criminiall of that greac Court,who yet vainly 
repuling on the fidelicy and ſecretie of Pierot his Fathers Miller, he ſeems to be no way diſmaid 
or daunted thereat; But when he hears his accuſation and inditement read,cthat Maricts's mur- 
thered body was found in che Pond,that Preror the Miller was apprehended and impriſoned 
tor the {ame , and that he had confeſſed him to be the Author, and himſelf the Ator of this 
her crucll murcher;then | ſay he is ſo appalled and daunced,and fo far from ary hope of life,as 
he uccerly deſpaires thereof, and palpably ſecs the Image of death before his eyes : When(with 
a tew tears , and many lighes ) he here to his Judges confeffeth himſclf to be che author 6f this 
- foul tat, and fo begs pardon thereof of God) for trom theſe his grave and incorruprible Ma- 

gittratey he is afſu ed and confid:ntto fi id none; Whercupon although four of the Counſll 
aad one ot the Prefidents,were reſolved in regard of this his inhumane and baſe crime to have 
him Langed,yet the reſt of that wiſe and honourable S-nate, knowing him to be the Son end 
Heir to a very ancicnt Gentleman,nobly deicended , they ore-ſway and prevaile with the 0- 
thersz and {o they adjudge him the very next day to have his head cur off. although this his 
forrowtull aged Father Aonnſieur de Caerjtainge, offered the one half of his Lands to ſave his 
life, &lixewite was a moſt importunat Suppliant to the Dake of Trensoville (who then and there 
preceded at the Eltates tor che Nobility )co incercede with that Parliament tor his reprival,and 
with the King tor his pardon , but in vain; For that noble Duke ( conſidering the baſeneſs and 
enormicy of this his inhumane fa&)was tao wiſe to attempt the one; and too Honourable and 

cnerous to feek the other. So the very next morning Quatbriſſex ( apparrellcd in a Sure of 

lack Sattin,trimmcd with Gold Lace)is brought co the Scaffold (at the common place of ex- 
ccarion,which is in the midſt of the Cicy)where a very great concourſe of people of all forts, 
reſort and flock to ſce him take his laſt farewell of this world,of whom the greateſt part and 
number , lamenccd and pitied , that ſo proper and noble a Gentleman , ſhou'd firſt deferve,and 
then rec<ive ſo untimely a death : When after the Pricfts and Friers have here prepared and 
dice&cd his ſoul, he aſcending the Scaffold , with lomewhata low voice , and dcjefted and 
ſorrowfull countenance, he delivered this ſhort ſpecch; 

That in regard he knows,that (now when he is to rake his laft leave of this life ) to charge 
his conſcience with the concealing of any capirall crime, it the'dire& and true way to ſend-his 
ſoul to hell inſtead of Hcaven, he will now therefore reveal , that he'is yet more cxecrable 
and bloody, then bis Judges think or know, or his ſpeRatours imagirfe,for chat he not only hi- 
red Pierot his Fathers Miller &o murther Marieta,but alſo the Apothecary Moxcaller to-poyſon 
his own Brother V alfont «in; of both\which foule and bloudy crimes of his, he now freely con- 
fefſeth himſelf guilty,and now from his heart and ſoul ſorrowfully lamenteth and repenteth 
them; that his filchy lu and inordinate affc&ion to women was the fi:lt cauſe, and hisneg- 
I:& of prayer to God "the ſecond, which hath juſtly brought him to his ſhawefull end and 
confuſion; and therefore he beſcecheth all, who are preſent to be ſeriouſly torewarned of the 
like by his wofull cxample,and that (in Chriſtian charity ) they will now joyn theic devour 

rayers with his to God for his ſoul . When on the Scaffold praying a licle whilcs filently to 
hieaſelf kneelingzand then putting off his Dubler,he commits him(clt co the Excecutioner;zwho 
at one blow ſevered his hcad from his ſhouldiers. But this puniſhment and death of Quathriſ- 

(fficeth not now to give full content and ſatisfaRion to his Judges » who (by his vuwn con- 
| feſſion )eonlidering his inhumane and deplorable poyſoning of his own Brother, V lſontaine, 
they as ſoon as he is dead,and before he be cold,adjudge his body to be taken down,and there 
burnt to aſhcs at the foot of the Gibber,which accordingly is performed. 

And hcre our thoughts and curioſity muſt now return Poaſt from Rennes to Varnes, and 
from wretched 2uatbriſſon to the baſ: and bloody Miller Pierot , whom God and his Judges 
have now ordaiaucd hall likewiſe ſmart for this his ———_ mutrther on poor and _ 
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lcls Mariete. Hc is b to the Gallows in his old duſty mealy Sait of Canvas , where a. 


Prieſt ing him eo dyc, hc(cither our of impiety, or ignorance , or both) delivereth this 
idle ſpecch to the people, That becauſe Mariete was young and fair tits now hartily ſorry 
that he had not married her ,and that if*be had been as wiſe as coverons , the two hundred 
Crowns, or the Leaſe of his Mill,which his young Maſter Moxſiezr © vatbriſſon proffcred him, 

t have made him wink at her diſhoneſty , and thar alcbough ſhe were not a true Maid to 
her ſelf ,yerthar ſhe ns (7 have proved a true and honeftwife to him, with many other fri- 
yolous words and ſpecchcs tending that way 3 which I purpoſely omit,and reſolve to 
over in filence,a» holding them unworthy either of my relation; or the Readers knowledge: 
when not having the grace once to name God , to ſpeak of his foul, to drfire Heaven, or to 
ſcem to be any way repentarit and forrowfull for this bis bloudy offence,he is ſtripped naked, 
having only bis (birt taftned about his waſt,and with an Iron Bar hath his legs, thighe,armes, 
and breft,broken alive,and there hiz miſerable body is left naked and bloudy on the Wheel » far 
the fpace of two dayes, thereby toterrific and deterre the bcholders from attempting the like 
wretched crime. And the Judges of V amnes being certified tromthe Court of Parliament at 
Rennes that Quatbriſſos ar his death charged the Apothecary Moncellier to have(at his hiring 
and inftigation) poyſoned his Brother V alfomaine, they hold the Church to be too holy a 
place for the body and buriall of ſo prophane and bloody a Villain: When after well near 
2 whole ycars time that he was buried in Saint Francs: burchin chat Town, they cauſe hiy 
Coffia to be taken up, and both his body and it to be burnt by the Common Hang-man,aud his 
aſbcs ro be thrown into the airez Which to the Joy, of allthe Speltators is accordingly per 
formed: 


Gods 


\ 


Gods revenge againſt the Crying and Ex 
ecrable Sinne of Murther, 


HISTORY KXXV. 


Vaſti firft murtbereth bis Son George, and next poyſoneth his own wife Heſter, aud being afterwards 
almoit killed by a mad Bull in the fields , he revealeth theſe his two m wrtbers , for the which he is 


firſt hanged, and then burnt, 


; pc religious hearts, there can nothing be ſo diftafifull'as Sin, nor any Sin ſo odious and : 
ex crable as Murther : for irbeing contrary to Nature and Grace, the very.thoughe,much 
more the a& thereof , ſtrikes horrour to their heartv and conſciences; Wherefore, if this foule 
and bloudy $'n be ſo diſpleafing ro godly men, how infinitly more dereftable is itthen to God 
himſcIf, who madeall living creatures co ſerve Mani, aud only created Man purpoſely to ſerve 
bionſ:1f ? Bur as Choller and Mulice procced from the paſſions of men, ſo doth Murther from 
the D-villz tor elſe weſhould not ſo often and frequently ſee it! perpetrated in moſt Countryes 
and Cirics of the World as we do : A mournfull Example whereof [here produce to your view 


and (:rious conlideration. 


The place of this Hiſtory, is Fribourg(an anticnt City of Switzerland) which gives name to 
one of th+ D vitions (or Cantons ) of that famous and warlike Country : Wherein ( of freſh 
memory 7 dw-le a rich burger nimed Peter Vaſty, who had to his wife a modeſt, diſcreet , and 


Yertuous woman named Heſter, by whom he had one only child, a' Son called George V aſti, 
Kk 3 whom 
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. and beaſtly a Metamorphoſis in her F 


whom God ſent themthe latter end of the firft ycarot their marriage 3 and tor the We. , 


ſome tn years following, this married couple lived in moft kind and loving fort each with 
other , yca their hearts and inclinations ſo ſympathized in mutuall and interchangeable aff. 
&ion, as they held and reputcd none of their Neigbours fo rich in content as themſelves ; fo, 


(hee was carefull of her Family , and he very diligent and indulſtcious to maintain je z both. 
of them being chaſte and continent in themſelves, very religious towards God, and exceeding 


charitable, affable, and courteous to all their Neighbows and Acquaintance , only they are 
ſo remperate in their drinking , as he would nory, and ſhe could not be tainted with thac beat. 
ly vice of drunkenneſs, whereunto that Country, and the greateſt part of that people , arebne 
r00 exceſſively addifted and ſubjeR : So that had V afti tilLimbraced and follow: d thoſe Yer. 
tucs in the courſe and conduftion of his. lite,he had nor-ghen defiled this Hiſtory with the 
profufion of ſo many fins , nor be ſprinckled ie- with the effuſion of fo much innocene bloud, 


nor conſequently have adminiſtred ſo much ſorrow to the Reader, in peruting and knowing ir; | 


but as contrary Cauſes produce contrary Effefts , ſo he (by this time polluting bimſelf with 


filthy and pernicious Company, it isno marvell if hc lcave his temperancie to follow drupe ., 


kennell:, his chaſtity to commit fornication and adultcry, yea, it is no-marvell 1 ſay, if theſe 
foul ſins (as Bawds to rape-agd revinge.):xa@ ſuch powerin his heart, and predominacig 
in his ſoul,as in the end to driw himto marcher : be Ju men cannot receive a greater 
plague, nor the Devill aff5rd og give them a worle peftitence, then bad company. Ir js the f4 
tall Shelves , and diſmall rocks , whercon a world of people have , and do daily luffer ſhip. 
wrack ; yea, itis the grief of a Kingdom and Countrey, the bane of our Age, and the corry 

tion and poyſon of our Times : for it turnes thofe who profeſs and purſuc it, out of their Eb 
ſtates and homes , which they are then inforced either to {cl} or rather to give away to-uſu- 
rers and Cormorants;and conſequently which makes themſclves , and their poor Wives ard 
Children ready to Rarve and dye in our ftreets, So this is now the canſe of our V ajti , and 
thercfore it will be his happinetſe ifit prove not his miſery hercafter : for after ewelve years 
time of a moſt peaccable cotiabitation,and Godly converſation between him and his vertuow 
wife Hefter, it is athouſand 


and : for he is no more the man which he was , nor 
the Husband which ſhe formerly found him tobe. He loves ncither his houſe nor his wite,but 
ftayes abroad every day with his whorcs , and then at night returns home co her ftark drunk, 
in lamentable ſort reviles and beats her, whereas heretofore he would rather have loſt bislife 
than haveftgugken her , and whereas hererofore he' aficQed and loved her ſo'dearly , as he 
thoughe:he .cauld ndt be kindeouh co her , now(in the extravagancic of theſe his d:boſhed 
-humoursJhe hates her ſo deadly as he decms and ſuppoſcth he cannot be ſufficiently cruell to 
her, although her affeQion be ren lo fervent to him,and her care fo vigilant and reſpe&iull of 
him, as ſhe gives him nothiog but cither ſweet words, tcars, ſighs,ſilence,or praycrs; yea, ſhe 
proves her ſelf ſo good a womanto ſo bad a man, and ſo courteous and vertuous a wite too 
unkind and vicious a Husband,as tothe cycs und judgements of all their Kinsfolks and N:igh- 
bours , they know it is now her praiſe and glory,and fear it will hereafter prove his ſhame and 
miſery. She leaves no means unaflaycd , or invention unſuught and unateempred, to-divert 
and turn-this foul inundation” of his vice into the ſweet ftreams of Vertue, and the pure tiven 
of Godlineſſtſ:Bur Alas good woman, her care proves vain,and her affe&ion and ze al impoſiile 
herein, although her pale cheeks, mournfull eyes,briniſh tears, far ferche ſighs, religious prayer, 
and ſweet perſwafions, do till ſecond and accompany her indeavours in this her defired hope 
pf his reformation . for ſhe, inforced to krniojy that he keeps a young Strumpet named Salyns, 
at the Town of Cleraux, ſome'lix Leagues from Fribourg , whether moſt mornings he goes to 
her, and (co make] himſelf the more treacherous a difſembler to his wife; and the more execrable 
A traytor to his ſoul, he fortifieth and coloureth out this his accuſtomed journey to | is Serum- 
pet with this falſe Apologie, that he gocs-to C/eraux to hear the Sermons of Mr. Abraham Tif- 
flir, a very famous and religious Preacher there,when God and his ulcerated foul and conſci- 
ence know the contrary,and. that this pretended cxcuſe of his is but only a falic cloak to over- 
yaile his truc Adulecry, and prophanc Impiety : for he needed not to have formerly added 
whoredome to his drunkennef(;, and now ingraticude, crueley and impicty to t.is Whorcdc mz, 
inregard the [caſt of theſeenormous crimes and finnes afſuredly have the power, and will jn- 
fallibly find the mcans to make him futurely as miſerableg,as now he fooliſhly thinks himſelf 
happy; for theſc his journcys ro Cleraux are only the Pilgrimage of his wanton Luft. Sahlyna is 
the Saint of his voluptuous devorion,her houſe the Temple of his obſcene wiſhes, and Adul» 
tery the oblation and ſacrifice of his laſcivious defires, 

We can difficulily make our ſelves guilty of a fouler fin on cart, than to ſeem ſanQificd in 


our 


ittics that ſhe muſt now be inforced to ſee ſo brutith' 
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our devotions towards God, when we are prophane, or to indeavour to appear ſound with- 
out » when we are rotten wichin in our faith and ReHigion; for as man is the beſt and nobleſt of 
all Gods creatures, fo an hypocrite towards God in the worſt of men, yea or rather a devil! and 
no man} for our hearts and ations, and our moſt retyred thoughts, and ſecret darling fins ,are 

icuousand tranſparane to Gods eyes, as his decrees and refolations are invifible ro ours, 


coal] 
+ fith he ſecs all things, and we ſce nothing when we denot ſee him. Amiſcrable hight of im- 


plery, in making of our ſclyes fooliſhly finners, and wilfully Hypocritcs, and yetit iza more 
1 and fearfull degree thereof, when we ſo delight in fin and glory in hypocriſic, as to make 


; 'Apologizs for the ſame. 


— ——— 


/ in Cleraux, whiles his own vertaous wi 
- eurns thence , he is till ſo hard hearted and: crucll to her, as he coutinually bears her, Nyw 


But V 2/tinot thinking cicher of Regen or God, frolicks jt out with S$2h»4 bis firumper 
c Hejter weeps at home at Fribourg, and when he re 


by this time George their Son is fixteen years of age, of -a mans courage and ſtature, and of a ve- / 

ant wir z ſo thatas young as he is , he hath been long enough a ſorcowtull eye-wir- 
ncfs of his Fathers cruelty, in beating of his Mother ; He hath formerly ſeen the limentable af- 
ſ{e&t, and now he falls on his knees to her, and {with tears and prayers ) beſcecheth her to ac- 
quaint him with the true cauſe thereof, and from whence it proceeds; when his Mothes (adding 
more confidegce to his wiſdom than to his youth) from point to point fully relates ic to him, 
accordingly as we have _— underſtood 3 George bur forth inco ſorrowfull palons at her 


repetition, and his knowledge hereof, as not able to refrain from ſighing to ſee her tigh , nor 


from weeping to ſee her weep 3 He as much grieves to be the Son of fo vicious a Father, as he 


rcjoyceth and glorieth to be-that of ſo vertuous a Mother , ſo he makes her forraws his , and 


| here weds himſelf to her quarrelICwith promiſe and Oath) cither to right it with his Father, 
| . onto revenge it on Salyza, whom he knows to be the originall cauſe of all theſe ſtormes and 
. tenipcſts, of all theſe afliQions and miſcrics which befall his Mother, and in he himſelf: He 


will no longer be a child, becauſe God and nature hath now made him a man, ſo the very next 
time he ſees his Father bear hIFMocher he fteps to her afliftance, and defends her from the ty- 
ranny of-hjs blows, and then advanceth (o farr, az he portions it with an unwilling willing 
refitaneg'6? him, the which his Faaher takes extremely ill and cholerickly from him, gives 


* him fharſfwords, and menaceth him with biecer blows, George his Son, firſt returns him a bricf 
rchearfall of th; wrongs and indignitics be fill offereth to his Mother, when proteſting of his 


obedience to him, he yet eclls him, that he is willing to enterraine his words buitno longer ca« 
pable to digeſt and receive his blows, adding withall (as a paſſionate Corollary ) thatcre long 


” hewill viſit hisStrumpet Selyne in Cleraux, and make ber feel a part of her baſe carriage,and 


ill deſervings , both rowards his Mother and himſelf: ati is much aſtoniſhed at this audacity 


= and boldneſs of his Son, but far more to hear him name and threaten $ «/yn« the very thoughe ._ 


of which his ſpeeches grates him to his heart, and gricves himro his ſoul, ſo hee puts water m- 
his wine , holds it for that time a vertuc, to be no longer ſtormy but calme, and then ( cholle- 
rickly threatning him with his finger )he departsto his Chamber, leaving his wife and his Son 
conſulting in the Parlour, how{ with moft aſſurance, & leaſt ſcandal they may provide for their 
affairs, The n:x: morning, {ti his Facker keeps hjs bed;&gives order,that neither his Wif: or 
Son have admittance to him, the which diſcourtefie of his , gives his Son a freſh and ftrong mo- 
tive, to revive his laſt nights diſcontent agaialt his Fathcr,and his choller againit Sa/nawhen 
bidding his Mother the good morrow, and craving her bleſſing, he(purpoſely )trames an excuſe 
to leave her till ſh: be ready,and fo very privaily takes borſe,and that morning afts a, buſineſs, 
every way worthy ofhimſclf, and indecd far more worthy of _— » then of our pitty. For 
it is not ſo much his malice to Salyna, as his affeftion to his Mather Heſter, _ carries him 


' andhis reſolucion to Clerauxz where cntring Salyns's houſe , he (with fire in-his looks and 
| thunderin his ſpzech-3)calls her whore and ftrumper,chargeth ber for abuking his Father , and 


in him his Mother and himſelf. His choller cannot recain her patience, to hear her falſe an- 
ſwers and apologies to the contrary, but diſdaining as much to uſe his ſword on a woman, as 
to foul iron a Strumpet , he takes his mans ſhort cudgell, and gives her at leaſt a dozen blows 
on her back , armes and ſhoulders therewithy ſeriouſly vowing, and ſwearing to herz Thar if (he 
ſorſake not his Fathers company, 1nd uſe the means that henceforth he do utterly abandon hers, 
he will ſhortly give her ſo bittera payment and requirall, as he will hardly lcave her cicher the 
will or power to thank him for his courte(i-,and fo remounts his horſe, and preſently gallops. 
home to his Mother , whom he acquaints therewith, bur yet conceals ir trom his Father, 
whereat ſh: ſecmsnor to be a licele joyiul!, and yet heartily - prayeth co God,thar this breed no 


bad blood in her husband, or prove cithcr an incitation to bis choller againlt her ſelf, ora pro» 


p=nfion of revenge againſt their Son. . | 
B 1 this joy of Hejter and her Son George,proves the ſighs and tears of Salyna, whonot ac- ; 
cuſtomed to reczive ſuch ſharp paymenr , and uſage from any mans hands whoſo:ver, ir mo 
cr 


—— 
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her extream chollerick and vindiRtive , ſo that her ftomack is ſo great, and hcr heart fo highly 
and imperiouſly lodged , that ſhe will nbt ſuffer this cruel! affront offered her by George V afti, 
ro g0 gnrequited; bur yet ſhe will be as adviſed and ſecrct in her revenge LOWAr ds bim , 43 hee 
was raſh and publick in his towards her. To which end and purpoſe, ſecing that V aſt: his Fa. 
ther came not to her that day( whereby ſhe judged he was wholly ignorant what had befallen 
er from his Son)ſhe that night writes him a ſhore-Letter,and the next morning ſends it hume 
to Fribourg to him, by a confident meſſenger of hers, who arriving there and fixding him 
lively walking in his Garden, hce reſpe&fully dclivercd it to him , who breaking up the Sealeg 


thereof, found it ſpake thus, 
SALYNA ww VASTFI. 


T all the inviolebl love and tender affeftion which is betwixt us , I pray and conjure you to leave 

Fribourg,and come over to me with haſt and expedition to Cleraux , becauſe I have a great 
and important ſecret to reveal you, which equally concerns us , and wkich I fate not 10 commn to 
pen and paper 3 for that the relatiou and knowle/ge thereof needs no other witneſſes but our ſelves, If 
you any way negled this my adviſe,or deny,or defery this my requeſt , the grief will be mine now , but 
the prejudice and repentance yours hereafter. I write you theſe ſew lines withi ' finite aff, ion and 
ſorrow, which nothing can deface but your fight, nor remedy but your preſence,cud wken yu come to 
mee,prepare your beart and reſolution , to recetve ut from me, with farr more tears then kiſſes, 


SALYNA 


- This Letter of hers doth ſo nettle V/afti with apprehenfion and fear, that his Son George hath 
offered her ſome violence and on1t-rage, as he is almoſt as ſoon in Cleraux as he is out of Fri. 
bourggwhere his Miſtreſs Suhna very paſſionatly and chollerickly informes hin of his Song crus | 
elty cowards her, and (to add the more efficacie to her ſpecchcs , the more power to her com. 
plaints, and the more Oile to the fire of his anger and revenge) ſhe forgets not co paint out ro + 
him(in all their colours) the number of his Sons blows, and the nature and quality of hig 
threats giver her , when watcring her words with her tears , ſhe ſwears , that if he ſpeedily do 
not right and revenge theſe her wrongs upon his ſaid Son , ſhe will never kiſs, or ſee him more, 
V a(ti takes theſe ſpeeches from Salynastongur,and placeth them in his own heart; yea ke here- 
at isſo chollerickly intended toward his Son, and fo fottiſhly aff:&cd to her, as confulting 
with rage, but not with reaſon, and with Satan, not with God, hce(to exhal: her tears, and (0 
to give conſolation te her ſorrows )tels her 3 That he loves her ſo tenderly and conſtantly,as he 
will not fail-to kill his Son for this uncivill and inhumane fa& of his towards her. Salyna is 
amazzd and aſtoniſhed at this his unnaturall reſolution eo his Son, the which (as vicious as ſhe 
js ) ſh: abhors and condemns in him as ſoon as underſtands. So ſhe tclIs him plainly, that al- 
beit ſh: have given him her heart and body, yet that ſhe iz not ſo exewps of grace, nor ſo wret- 
chedly inftruted in Picty, as to take away her ſoul from God, and thereforethar although ſhe 
be guilty of Adulteryyer ſhe will-never be of Murther ſo in religious termes ( worthy of an 
honeſteewoman then her felf ) ſhe powerfully ſeeks ro difſwade him from this bloody and aun- 
naturall atrempr, as well to prevent their future wrongs and fears,as to ſecure their dangers and 
replitations x 'and ſo prayes him to ſeck out ſome other remedy ___ towards his Son, 
chowhich he promiſerh heryand ſeals it with fome Oaths and many kilſcs; ſtaycs and dines wich 
her, and'immediatly takes horſe and rides hotacewards. His Son George knding his Father rid- * 
denforth, and IN that he was gone to Cleraux, to his Strumper Salyna, where 
ſhe ſhould-acquaint him at full with his beating of her , he tearing his choller , holds ic more 
diſcretion then diſobedience in him,to take his ſword wich him tor his defence; when choo- 
fing #-gcod horſc ont of the Stable, he deems it more ſecure and lefſe dangerous to meet his 
Parker halfeway, betwixt Cleranx and Fribourg , and there in the open Ficld to expe and at- 
tend what he had: toſay to him. Vaſt ſceing his Son George a far off come riding towards 
him , wich-his Sword by his ſide, he much marvelleth chereat, when well knowing his courage 
and vaiſour, and that(as young as he was he had lately at Shafouſe acquitred himſelt of a ducll 
to his honour #nd reputation,hee therefore reſolves to make it a tongue and nota ſword quars 
rell with -him,and ſo they meet : George doing his duty to his Father wich his Hat off, and his 
Father ſpeaking not angerly bur mildly to him : Their m:.ddow conterence which they then 
and thetchad berwixe them was thus. 

Fa. What reaſon hadſt thou fo cruclly to beat poor Salyna? 

So. A thouſar.d times more then yeu kave to beat my Mother Rclſtcr. 

Fa.Tellme why. 

So. The reaſon is iuſt and pertinent , becauſe that is your laſcivieus whore, and this yeur chaſt and 
vertxons Wie. | Fa. 


Bit XXV.  Uaſth and Heſter 


Fe. Whac baft thou gocten by this thy raſh choller in beating hee? 
So. Not by farre ſo much as you have loſt by your ſottiſh Injt in kz ſing ber. : 
Fe-lt is thy Mochers jcaloutic which hath ſown and ſcatcered theſe untruths in thy belicfe, 
So. I pray excuſe me, for they are palpable and apparant truths ,end ſuch as it is wholly impoſſible 
tither for your bypocrifie or police to root thence. 
Fe. Since when becameſt thou ſo ſawcic and peremptory* 
So, From that very time I firſt underſtood you were become ſo vicious. 
Fa. 1 have. a mad Son in thee. : 
So. It were a great happineſs both for my Mother and my ſelfgif you proved a tawer Husband to her 
aul an honeſter Father to me. # : 
Fa. If thou follow thoſe courſes, to love thy Mother better than my ſclf,1 vow I will wholly 
difinheric thee. 
$0. If you follow theſe courſes ,ts love Strumpets better than my Mother, I ſwear you will ſhortly 
enſums all your eſt ate , and diſinberit your ſelf firſt. 
Fa. This word Strumpet is very rifc in thy mouth. 
$0. Iwiſh ts God that the thing were not ſo frequent in your beart. 
Fa. Wilc thou be fricuds with Salyne,and reconcile thy ſelf to her? 
So. Tes y when I ſee you become an enemy to ber,and @ friend to my Mother, and your ſelf , but not 
before. 
Fe Why, Charity is che true mark of a Chriſtian. 
So. But I aſſure you, ſo is not Adultery and Cruelty. 
Fs. Shall I make peace betwixt thee and Salyna? 
So. No, but I would make is the ioy of my heart , and the glory of my liſe , if T might be ſo happy 
to kait 4d confirm @ good peace betwixt your ſelf and my Motber., 
Fz. Wilt thou attewpt it, if I requeſt thee? 
| So. I will, if you pleaſe to command me. 
Fa. | pray thee George do. 
So. My beſt endeaverrs ſhall berein wait on your deſires , and dntifully follow your commands. 
Fa. But be carefull ro make my reconciliation with thy Mother eternall. 
So. It can never ſubſiſt , nor proſper , if you henceforth reſolve to make it temporary becauſe afſetii 
on and amity which once receives endghad never begmmning. 
Fg. Here 1 vow conſtantly a reformation of my life from all other women, and a perpetuall re» 
ax app rs "ragmary Ar Wife thy Mother, 
So. God and bis Angels bleſs this your converſion, and confirm this reſolution in you.. 
Fa. And God bleſſe thee my Son, for wiſhing and defrring it. 
$o. 1 _ ou I but T bumbly pray you likewiſe to forgive and forget this my boldneſs to you 
in my Mot . 
#. George, here in preſcace of God I cheerfully and freely do it from hy heart. 
So. Amen, Amen, Sir. 
This meddow conferencethus ended berween thernythey ride hotmie towards Fribourg , and 
the way V «fti willeth and prayerh his Son, to fmiſh this peace between him and his er 
very nightand to difpoſc her fo cff:&taally thereanto,as that they may make a merry ſup- 
per of i all former differences berweent thern , to be chen and chere ended, and for ever 
under foor, the which George his Son to the beft of his poſſible power cheerfully and 
4mm.) mp him ; So home they come; V afti walks in his Garden, and George finds out 
is Mother in her own Chamber , being newly rifen from her prayers,whcrein ſhe was ſo zca= 
lous and religious as the ſpent the greateſt part of her time. Here George informs his Mother 
Hefter at full, whac conference had now paſt in the oper fields beewixe him and his Farher: And 
(in a word)bec here aits hispart and daty fo well and difcecetly, as hit Ieaves no arc nor pers 
fwafions to draw her to this attronement with lis Father. When the at firft confi= 
dering the nature and quality of her Husbands unkind and craclH ufage ro her, (he found aw 
tion hereof in hee mind, and a rcfiftance in her will , and arc y inher nature anif 
j 3 Bur ar laft giving now her former difcomef co chartry,hee paſſions co peace , hier 
ſorrows to falence,her reſolutions roReligion, her anger to affeion, Her malice to oblivion 
and her gricf unto God\ſhe(after a brief conſuſearion,and a ſhort expoſtalation hereof berwcer? 
them)with a checerfull countenance thanks her Son for hiscare of her,and his affe&ion ta Ber 
hercin ; and fo informs him, That ſhce(having never juſtly offended her Husband in th 
wardor deed) is as willing of peace and reconciltiactor! with him , at he can poflibly defire 06 
wiſh, and here co ecſtific it 20 her Son as well in ation as words , ſhe would then have gone 
down with him to her Husband,there privatly to have concluded this Chriſtian buſinefs be» 
| twixc 
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twix. them, had her Son nor diverted her trom it; For being «xcceding carctull ro preſerve hiz 
Mothers right and r:putation , he praycs her to ftay,alleadging that he would preſently ferch 
and condutt his Father to h:r Chamber to hcr), as holding ic more requiſic and jr R,thar the 
D-linquent, ſhould ficlt ſceand ſeck the party wronged , before the party ſeck the D-1ingy 
whercat {he cannot refrain from ſmiling,and then bids him go : So George deſcends to the Gar. 
den ; and acq 1aints his Father wich his Mothers fre: diſpoktion , and cheerful] reſolution to a 
perperuall pcace with him, whereat he ſeems infinicly gled 2rd jcy'ull, andſo alcendher 
Chamber, and having ſalutcd her, tels her, that he is very ſorrowfull and repentant for his for. 
mer ill carriage and unkindneſs towards her , whereof he prayes her pardon z and conſtang] 
vows reformation 3 ſo this his vertuous and kind wite Heſter freely forgets and forgives pj; 
her Huzband; and then he gives her many kiffes in requitall , and bids his Son George to Pro- 
vide good chcer for Supper ; and the better to ſeal ard ſolemnize this their reconciliation 
and atonement , he bids him to invite ſome of their Kinsfolks and Neighbours to be prefſene 
thercat, who were formerly acquainted with their debates and diff-rences 3 where no good 
cheer and choyce wine is wanting; So they are wonderfull frolick , pleaſant, and merry , all re. 
Joyce at this good newr,and highly applaud their Son George,for his diſcreet — and care 
in the managing of this buſineſs. Thus all things ſcem to be fully reconciled, and here pj; 
drinks many timcs to his witc Heſter, and ſhe again to her Husband with much ffcQion and 
joy : Whcn Supper bcinz endcd, their guefts departed,and their Son George having received 
th of their blflings , they betake chemfelves to their Chamber and bed. 

Now (in all hamanc ſenſe and reaſon )Jwho would once conceive or think, that after this 
Mcadow conference of ati to his Son George , but that this his now Table recogciliation with 
his wife Heſter were truc,and pronounced with much integrity from himſelf, with deep af- 
f:&ion to her , and infinite z:al and devotion to God 3 but Alas nothing lefs, for here 1 am in« 
forced to relate , that Vaſti che ſame night had not lain in B:d by his wife five or fix hourey 
bur ſhe(good woman)(l-cping in, her innocency, he(as a devill incarnate ) was waking in his 
malice and revenge, and laughing in his {leeve to ſee how cunningly and ſubtilly he hath lulled 
aſlcep che courage of his Son, with a Meadow conference,and the jealoufic of his Wife with a 
Supp:r, and a few ſweet words and kifſcs : When here againe the Devill blowing the coles to 
his luſt, and marſhalling up his former obſcene defires and reſolutions, only his body is in bed 
with his wiſc Heſter, here in Fribourg , but his aff:Qtion and hearr is fill in the boſome of his 
Scramper Salyna in Clerauzg yea the D:vill I ſay, is now both ſo bukic and ſs ftrong with him, 
that ( as a hclliſh couaſellour, and prodigious pen-man ) hee writes down this definitive ſen» 
tence in histhoughts, and farall reſolution ju his heart : That S242 he will love, and bis wife 
Hejter he cannot, and that ſhortly he will give ſo ſharp a revenge to his Son George,for his dif. 
 obedjence towards him,and for beating of his —_ ſke ſhall have no further cauſe to fears 

his cruelcy,nor himſelf his courage, and becauſc he prefers her Iove to his own life (as bej 
dangcroully intangled and captivated in the ſnares of her youth and beauty ) he likewiſe re- 
ſolves to writc and ſend her a Leeter the very next morning. 

Now judge Chriſtian Reader, is not this like to-prove a ſweet reformation and reconcili- 
ation of V/ ajti to his wife and San  fith thefe are the ſparks which diffuſe and flic out from the 
fire of his luſt , and the facall lines which iflue forth from the Centre of his bloudy heart , and 
finfull ſoul,for in the morning before his wife is out of her bedghcis ſtirring and writes this Let» 
ter to Sa hne,which hee ſends her by a trufty meffenger, 


VASTI te SALYNA 


Am plotting of a buſineſs, which will infinitly import both our contents; ſo if thou wilt reſolve to 
brook my abſence, with as much patience,as I do thine with ſorrow , T ſhall finiſh it the ſooner, 
and conſequently the ſooner ſee thee, 1 have met with an Accident, which I thought was wholly i= 
Poſſible for me to meet with ; and though at firſt it brought me ſear and affliiion , yet at leygtb I was 
inforced to imterpoſe diſcretion,in jtead of courage, thereby to draw ſecurity out of policie , 'which 1 
could not hope for out of reſiſtance ; for I Muſt inforne thee of this truth, that if my Zeal and affefiicn 
to thee had nut been of greater power and con(ideration then that of mine own life, 1 ſhould then with 
more facility and willingneſs rather have bazarded it jor thy ſake , then have reſerved it for mint 
own. But the miſts of thoſe doubts are now diſſipated,and tbe Clowds of theſe fears blown away; ow if 
not , I will ſhortly take that order, that thou ſhalt have no cauſe to fear the onegor I to doubt rhe other. 
When 1 ſhall be ſo ha py to ſee thety] know not,bat if fortune prove propitious to my defires and wiſhes, 
my return ſhall be aGied with as much celeritygas it 15 eager ly longed for of me with affetion and poſe 

ſion. VASTI. 
; Salyng 
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#/yxe receives this Letter of / afti with equall fear and joy ; for as ſhe was glad to heare of 
him and his news, ſo the was ſorrowfall,as fearing that for her ſake he ſhould imbark him- 
ſelf in ſome bloudy buſineſs, which might prove cuinous to them both s And alchough her 

rehenfion do far exceed her knowledge herein , yet her ſuſpicion will give her no trace, 
neither can her jealoufie adminiſter any peace either to her heart or mind, before ſhe be reſol- 
ved by Yafti of the doubtfull and different trath hereof, She is ſo prophane and laſcivious,as 
ſhe can content her felf co make him guilty of Fornication; but yet Religion hath lefe ſome 
ſparks and impreſſions of Picty in her, that ſhe would fill have him innocent of Revenge and 
Murcher : to which effe&, by his own meſſenger ſhe returnes him this anſwer, 


SALYNA to VAST I. 


| drones you deem mee unworthy to know your Deſignes, 1kerefore I have aſſumed the boldneſs to ſear 
them,in which regard and conſideration find it not firange that I now intreat you to ingrave in - 
your beart, and imprint in your. memory, that malice is moſt commonly ſquins ey'd, and Revenge fill 
blind : therefore if you will not ruine onr affeQions and fortunes , take heed that you imbrue not your 
beart and hand in innocent blood; for Murthberis a Crying and a Scarlet ſin , which God may forgive 
and maky white by his Mercie,but will not by his Juſtice ; whereof this my Letter of advice to you ſhall 
be a witneſs betwixt God , your ſelf, and me: and therefore, as you love mee, hazard not your life 
for my ſakegzbut preſerve it for your own. As it is in your will ts make your ſtay from mee as long or 
ſhort as you pleaſegſo it all be in my pleaſure ro Judge thereof, and thereby likewiſe of your affetion 
rome. I wiſh I could be more yours then I am,and your ſelf as often in my ſight and company, as I 
deſire God proſper you in your ftay , and me in your abſence. X | 
| SALYNA. 


Vafti having thus ſettled h's aff:Qtion and aff:ires with Salyna, he ſees with grief that it is 
now almoſt impoſliole for him to ſee her in Clerauzx, becaufc ofthe vigilant and watchfull eye 
of his Son George, over himſelf and his aftions here in Fribourg ; whereforo notwithftandi 
her wholeſome and religious advice to him to beware of bloud, yer his luſtfull affeRion to 
her doth ſo outbrave and conquer hisnaturall love to him, that to ſatisfic his inordinat con» 
cupiſcence,and to give content to his obſcene and beaſtly defires, he vows he will _ 
ſend him to Heaven in a bloudy Coffin. Now the ſooner and-better for him to compaſs 
finiſh this his deplorable ſtratagem, and unnaturall reſolution agaiaſt his Son , his counſellour 
the Devill adviſcth him that he maſt for a ſhort time make wonderfull fair weather with him, 
and gild over all his ſpeethes and aftions to his wife Hefter,with much reſpe& and courtefiezthe 
which I afti doth ſpecdily pur in praftice : So for a moneth or ſix weeks time, he ſees not 82+ 
hna , but all chings (to theeye of the — ingreat _ aff-Ction , and tranquility be- 
ewixt Father, Mother,and Son. But this falſe Sunſhine will be too ſoon oretaken with a dif- 
mall torm and temp: : for what religious or Chriſtian ſhw ſoever Yafti externally makes 
unto them, yet although he have God in his tongue , he neverthelcfſc internally carries 
the D:vill about him in his hcart; ſo again and again he definitively vowes and ſwears to him= 
ſcl,that his Son George ſhall not live but die. Thus being reſolute in his bloody purpoſe, hee 
likewiſe reſolves to add policy to his malice againſt him,as thinking and hoping rrbpwwich 
more facility to draw him to the lure and ſnare which (in his diabolicall invention) he hath 
ordained for his deftruftion, he fils his head with the fumes and honour of military ations, 
inflames his courage with the generofity and dignity of a Souldier , whereunto as alſo to tra= 
vell into our Countrics, he knew that this his Son of himſelf was alrcady ambitiouſly inclined 
aud affected. At other times he repreſenteth to him , to how many dammages and 
idleneſs is expoſd and ſubjeft, and what a noble pars and ornament ic is ir» young men to 
learn Vertues abroad, thereby to bethe mare capable to know how topraRtiſe them at home, 
and with what renown and glory their Anceftours have heretofore beaten and ruined the Dukes 
of Burgundie,their profeſſed enemies , and now made themſelves and their Countrey famoug 
to the greateſt Princes and Potentates of Karepgtpecially rothe Kings of Fraxce and Spain,who 
theſe many years, and now likewiſe at preſent (qd. he) do cqually court our a and 
ſervice,though not with the ſame or like integrity. And theſe ,and ſach treacherous Leftures, 
doth Va{ti till read unto his Son George, as often as he cals him into his company and preſence 
uncill at laſt the fame and name of a Souldier , and the honour of traveNl, have fo ſurpriſed his 
youthfull aff:ftion, and ſeiz'd on his ambitious reſolutions, that ac laſt he his Fa- 
ther to ſend him abroad in ſame marciall ſervice, or generous imployment. But the Father 
being as cunning as his Son is raſh and inconfideratesſufferech hionſel of purpoſe to be _ 
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and frequently importuned by him to thateff-Ct ; the which he doth : When at laſt his Father 
promiſcth to ſend him to Rowe, to his Uncle Andrew / aſti, who (he ſaith) is a chicf Captain 
of one of the Companies of this preſenr Pop: Vrban VIIL his Guard 3 who was an old man, 
very rich, and without wife, childe, or kinſman with him. George thanks his Father for this 
his courtefic and honour, and importuneth him again and again to haſten this his departure 
and journey to Rome to his LIncle, th: which he then firmly promiſeth him: bur yet the greateſt 
difficulty hereof is, how he may obtain his Wifes conſent to this journey of her Sun 3 who at 
firſt oppoſcth ir very ſtrongly and paſſionacly, as knowing her Son to be her only childe, her 
right arm, a great part of her ſclt, the delight and joy of her life, and the prop and ſtay of 
her age. But the Father leaves his Son to draw and obrain his Mothers conſent, as politickly 
knowing and foreſecing, that the leſs himſclt, and the more his Son imporcun'd her, the ſooner 
ſhe would grant itz the which indeed fell our as he expefted. Only whereas the Son requicſt:d 
to ſtay four years abroad, his Father gave him bur three, and his Mother would grant him bur 
two, whercunto at laſt both Father and Son were enforced to condeſcend ; and now this crucl- 
hearced Father provid:s his courteous natured Son George anew Suicof apparel, a Horic , and 
Money, and reſolves to accompany and bring him at far as Turin in his journcy;which courtclic 
of his, his Wife and Son take moſt lovingly and thankfully. The morn of George his depar- 
ture comes, and b:cauſc his Mother 'the precedent night drcamt that her Son ſhould dic in this 
journcy , ſhe was now excceding ſorrowfall to ler him go and depart from her but being 
again fortified and refified by the advice of her Husband, and likewiſe vai quiſhed by the im» 
portunate requeſts and prayers of her Son, ſh: bzdews his checks with her cears, gives him 
much good. counſel, ſome gold, and her blefling; and ſo they take leave cach of other , God 
putting apprehenſion into her heart, and the Devil afſurance into her Husbands refolutions that 
ſhe ſhould never ſee her Son again: And indced I write with grief, that we ſhall progreſs very 

lictle farther in this Hiſtory ,” before we ſee her dream verifi:d, and her apprehenſion confirmed, 

The manner thus . 

For V aſti (being privatcly as reſolute in his malice and revenge to his Son, as this his Son is 
innocent in not deſerving it of his Father) is fo far from bringing him co Turin, as he will not 
bring him as far as Gezeva, but a mile betore he comes to Loſanna (where he tells his Son he 
would lye thatnight) the night approacking, and in a long narrow Lane, where he ſaw that 
no carthly cye could ſee him (being wholly deprived of the grace and fear of God , and ab- 
folutcly abandoned to Satan and Hell) as his ſon rides cloſe betore him, he ſhoots him thorow 
the back with his Piftoll, charged with a brace of bullets, who immediatly falling dcad ro the 
ground, he there deſcends his horſe, and ( without any remorſe or pitty, as no father , but ra- 
ther as a Devil incarnate) cuts off his noſe, moſt lamentably ſcars and mangles his face, that he 
mihgt not be known, and ſo takes him on his ſhoulders, and there throws him into a deep ditch 
or precipice, as alſo the ſaddle and bridleof his horſe, and rurning the horſe to ſeck his fortune 
in the wide ficlds, he (to provide for his ſafety) rides ſwitcly to Mexges, and there very ſecretly 
haſheth himſelf up, pretending to be fick, and cight days being expired (which was the prefixed 
time and day, he gave his wife for his return) he by a contrary Road way of Relle and Saint + 
Clande, arrives home to Fribourg to her, brings her word of the health of her ſon, and of the 
remembrance of his duty to her, and that he lzft him w-ll in Turin cxpefting the benefit of 


/ good company to travel up to Rome z whereat, harmlcſ3 loving Mother, ſhe weeps for joy, and 


yet rejoycecth in weeping. 

; And now for ſome ten days after his return from afting this woſull and deplorable Tragedy 
on his ſon, he keeps a good correſpondency and decorum with his Wife Heſter ; but at the end 
thereof (ſolely forgetting his heart and ſoul, his God and his conſcicnce, his prowiſcs and 
gaths, and his atconcment and reconciliation (he again falls into the dangerous relapſe of his 
former old Vice; Whoredom and Drunkenneſs ; and yet counſclled by a better Angel then his 
own, he forbears to beat her, as well ſeeing, and now knowing, that thereby rothing redound- 
cd to him, but ſcandal and ſcorn from all his neighbors, friends, and kinsfolks. But now his luſt 
is again ſo great, and his defires ſo fervently laſcivious towards Salyna, that in ftaying leſs than 
cight weeks, he thinks he hath ſtayed more than ſeven years from her ; when pretending another 
journey to his Wiſcyhe rides over to Clerajiz to her. Salyne gives him many kiffcs for his welcom, 
and a many more for relating to her, that he hath ſent away his ſon George to Rowe, 8& to reſide 
and live there; for ſh: being his Fathers ftrumpetgher guilty and finful conſcience made her tand 
In cxtream fear of himz but yet amidſt her kiffcs & pleaſures with him, (remembring the tenour 
and conteuts of his laft Letter to her,and her anſwer thereof to him)her thoughts are ſomething 
touched with doubt,and her mind aſſaulted & lex:d with fear,that the Father had played no 
fair play with his Son, bur that in regard of his inveterate malice to bim for beating her, he 
might have fent him to heaven, and not to Rome, To 


To. which purpoſe, ſhe feclsand found him every way, but heis as conſtant. to devy it, as the 
cyrious to enquire afrer it, $0 (hee believing chat he had aſſumed ne blogdyabooghts againſt 
hit $91, ſh> is not yer fo, deyoyd of graces; or extmpriof goodnels , but ſheigives bim this re- 
ligious caveat for a Memento,, which ſhe delivers to him accemively and paſſionatly , Thax if 
ſhoknew he hall niade away tis Son by any untimely end, or unnaturall accident , ortbat he 
were any way acceſdiry- to any prodigious diſaſter which had betalo'bim-y ſþ4yowd to God, 
aridſwore to him , that ſhe would ſpir in bis tace, diſdain his company, . and sejeRt his affecti- 
himſcltfor ever ; for thar (he was moſt affured and contidene ches Ona(ochip duc tine) 
ayould pour down vengeance and confuſion ob thoſe whom the' Devill had ſeduged and drawn 
a6mbru: cheit hearts and hands in innocent bloud, But'Y «fti in. paſt grace yand-qberefoge 
ſlightly (pafſerh over theſe vertuous ſpeeches of his vitious Sa/yns, with a;denyall and a kids; 
and hen they fall co their mirth and familiarity , and he ſtayes:there all thax iday, and lies 
with her che whole night following 3 but till Sahna( reſembling her ſelf and her profeilign) 
Jvery fingrative of his Gold, and he as ſortiſhly prodigall in giving it to her'y | as ſhe; in co- 
Fecons to crave and deſire it of him : ſo (after he had glutted himfelf with his ;beaſtly pleaſures 
of Sahna) he the next day rides home to his'wife, who knowingiwhere ,, and wich whom, he 
had becn,and conſidering ic robeths fickt cime of bis new crrour',' and' his firſt reJapſc into bjs 
ld one, fiace their reconciliation, ſhe ayes nothing to him co diſcontent. himz-but yet thinks 
40d fears che more, When retiring her ſelf into her Garden ( after nianybirter fighs! and 
ears for th:{c her immericed crofſes and calamitrics )ſhe there.grieves and reperits heyſclt tor per- 
micting her Son George to go to Rome, and a thouſand thouſand rimes witheth: his [retury;to 
aflit and comforr her ; bit her tears herein ptove as vain, as her wiſh:s arc impoſlibleto be ct- 
&fted, although ar preſent very necdfull and neceflary for her. SCION 
For now V aſti her Husband (ro make her ſorrows the more infinite, her hopes the more def- 
te, and her affliftions the more remidieleſs ) falls again to his old pradtice of beating her, 
notwichſtanding all his late Oaths and new promiſes to the contrary ;but he the more eſpecial - 
ly playcs the Tyrant with her in this kind » When he comes home tb her fromyhis cups and 
whores, for (he knows with gricf, that he retains and entertains more than Satya, only the 
js coo ſurc that S2lyns hath his purſe, bis company , his aff:Qion , and his heart at her com- 
mand , far more than her ſelf; ſhe ſends her {ighs to Heaven, and her prayers to God, that(out 
of the protundity of his mercy and goodneſs he would be pleaſed , cither to amend her Huf- 
band or to end her (elf; for griefs, ſorrows, and affliftions are ſo heaped on her, and (like the 
waves of the S:a) fall fo faſt one upon the neck of the other to her , that ſhe is' weary of her 
lifes and of her (elf, When on a time after he. had cruelly beaten her,torn off her head attire, 
given her a black cyc and ſwoln face, and diſheveld and diſparpled her haire about her cars and 
ſhoulders( making God her Proteftor,and Chamber her Sanftuary,exempting her ſervants who 
came to alliſt and comfort her, and faſt bolting her door } ſhe to her ſelf very penfively and 
mournfully breaths forth theſe ſpeeches. 

O poor Hejtor, what ſenfible grief is it tomy heart, to think, and matchleſs rorments to 
thy mind, to ſee and rem-mber, that whiles thou art true to thy Husband V fi, he proves both 
ingratefull and falſe to thee, and that he continually makes it his delight and glory to hate 
thee who art his dzar wife , purpoſely to beſtow his time and his affc&ion, yea to caſt away his 
eſtatc and himſelf, on his lewd young ſtrumper Salyna. O were he more happy and leſs guiky 
in that laſcivious and beaſtly crime, 1 ſhould then be leſs miſcrable, and more patient and joy- 
full in the remembrance thereof. O how wretched is his eftate and condition! 'and therefore 
how miſcrablc is thine , in that he wilfully forſakes God and his Church to follow adu 
and drunkenneſs, and abandoneth all piety and prayer, to Shipwrack himſelf, and ( which is 

worſe) his ſoul, upon all carnall pleaſures and voluptuous ſenſualitics; The which grieving 
to ſee, and almoſt drowning my ſelf night and day in my tcarsto underſtand ; Ihave none 
God to aſſiſt me. in theſe my bitrer afflitions and miſcries , and-under God, none, but my 
hop-full Son George , Iefr to comfort me in theſe my unparalleld calamities and diſconſolati- 
ons. Therefore, O God, if everthou heardeſt the prayers , or beheldeft the tears of a poor 
miſerabl: diſtre(ſzd woman, becauſe 1 can neither now ſee, nor futurely hope for any refor» 
mation in the life & ations of my debauched and vicious Husband , be(beſeech thee)(o indul- 
gent and gracious to me, thy molt unworthy Hand-maid , that cicher ſhortly'thou return -me 
my ſaid Son from Rome , or fp:cdily take me to thy (elf in Heaven 5 But yet O my bleff:d Sa- 
viour and Redeemer , not my, bur thy will b: done in all things. | | 

. She having thus (privatly co her ſelf ) vented her ſorrows, but not as yet found the means, 
either how to r2medy or appeaſe th=in, becauſe her Hasband isno Chang:ling ,»bur isftill re- 
ſolute in this ingratcfnll unkindneſs and cruelly rowards her; fhee is now reſolved 
( though with infinit: gricf and rcluftation) to acquaint the Preach.r of the Pariſh and fome 
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"ewo of her Husbands deereft and neercft Kinsfolks to ſpeak with him again, and to acquaing 


thiem with his ious relapſe into all his old vices ofDrunkennefſe , Wherdome, and 

ting » and to defire them to-uſe all their poſſible power rodivert him from it , wherein hes 
reſolution hath this juſt excuſe, that if they cannot work it , none but God can; Bue alf 
their care , aff:&ion and z:al cannot prevail with him ; For he with the filchy Dog returns ts 
his vomit, and with the brutiſh Swine againe to wallow in the durt, and welter in the mire of 
his former vicesand voluptuonſneſs, For now her Husband V afti is oftner at Cleranx with 
his Salyne, then at home at Fribonrg with his wife, who ( as formerly we have underſtood). 


- fill makes him pay dear for his pleaſures, and as a ſubtle rooking ftrumper, empticth his P 


of his Gold, as faſt as he fooliſhly filleth it , he being not contented to waſt his body , to Ship= 
wrack his reputation, to caſt away his time , bur alſo to caft away his cftate , and bimſclfe on 
her; the which his vertuous wife cannot bur obſerve with ſorrow, and remember wich grief 
.and vexation, bat ſhe ſces it i e for her how to redreſs it : For ſhe isnot capable to dif 
ſemble herdiſcontent to him fo privatly, as be publikly makes known his cruclty to her, 
wherefore her thoughts her, and her judgment prompts her, to prove another exper 
- ment and tryall on him. To which end the tels him, Ge if he will not henceforth abandon 
be of her, forſake his old vices, and become a new man, and-a reformed Huband , thax 


-hcnall delayes fer a part , ſhe will ſpecdily (by ſome one of her nearcft Kinsfolks )ſcnd Poaft 


to Rome to his Brother-Caprtain Audrew V afti, that her Son George return home to her to Frjs 


-  bourg, the which ſhe is more then confident, upon the receipt ot her firſt Letter, he will ſpee» 


dily and joyfally. performe. 

Her Husband V afti is extremly galled with this ſpeech, and netled with this reſolution of 
his wife Heſter, becauſe(wretched villain as he is he (but too well)knows he hath alrcady feng 
his Son to Heaven in a blondy winding: ſhcer , and therefore both fears and knows, that 
this his wifes ſending Poaſt to Rome, his deplorable and damned fat will infallibly burſt f 
and come to light , the which therefore to preventhe (as bad and crucll hearted as the Devill 
himſcliis cxecrably reſolved to heap Ofſz upon Pelior, to add bloud to bloud , and murther 
to murthery and fo now $o poyſon the Mother his wife, as he had latcly piſtolled his and her 
only Son to death, - O Heſter, it had been a fingvlar bappineſs for thee, that thou hadft not thug 
threatned thy Husband V ati, ro ſend to Rome for thy Son George , but that thou hadſt cither 
been dumb when thou ſpakeft ir, or he deaf when he heard ir ; for _ thinking HR 
thou haſt extreamly indangered thy ſelf , and hoping to make thy Son thy e and cham. 
pion, I fear with: gricf, and grieve with fear, that thou haft made thy ſelf the ruine of thy (elle, 

For V afti is ſo firong with the Dcvill, and ſo weak with God, in this his bloody dcelign, to 
murther his wife - Heſter, as neither grace or Nature, Religion or God , the fear of his bodie 
rortures in this life, or of his ſoules torments in that to come are able to divert him from jt, 
he having no other reaſon for this his damnable rage, nor no other cauſe for this bis infernall 
and helliſh cruclty, bur this triviall and yet vieeifull poor one, that his wife Heſter is an eye» 
ſore to him, becauſe his Salyxe is ſo to her. A wretched excuſe, and cxecrable Apology , and 

-no [cf3 execrable and wretched is he that makes it. So he ( turning his back to God ; and his 
face and heart to the Devill ) provids himſelf of ftrong poyſon, and cunningly infufing it into 


- "a musk Mellon, which he knew ſhe loved well , and reſolved tocat that day at dinner , ſhe gree» 


dily cating a great part of'ir, before night dies thereof. When very ſubtlely he gives out to 
his ſervants and N:ighbours, that ſh: dyed of a Surfet, in then and there cating too much of 
the musk Mcllon; and fo all of them confidently beleeve and report. 

This we havedecn with ſorrow, and underftood with grief, that this execrable wretch V x- 
#ti hath play:d the part of a Devill , in poyſoning his vertuous and harmelcf wife Heſter, and 
now we ſhall likewiſe ſce him play the part of an Hypocrite to conceal it, as if ie lay in his 
power to blind. fold the ey:s of God , as wel, or as cafily, as to hood-wink thoſe of men from 
the fight and knowledge thereof, He ſeems wonderfull ſorrowfull for his wifes death, dights 
himſclfand his ſervants all in black, provides great dinner , and performes her Funcrall with 
extraordidnary ſolemnity. But notwithſtanding God looks on him with his eye of Juſtice, for 
both theſe his cruell and On barbarous —_— of = __ _ _ , and therefore 
now {in his providence ) reſolves to puniſh him ſharply and fſevercly tor the fame; As mark 
the ſequell , and it will inftandly inform us how, 

Oardebauched and bloudy 7 afti, immediatly npon his wifes death and buriall, doth with- 
out intermiſſion haunt the houſe and company of his laſcivious ſtrumpet Salyna at Cleraux, as 
ifthe injoying of her fighe, preſence, and ſelf, were his chicfeſt delight, and mot ſoveraigne 
earthly felicity, He ſpends a great part of hiscſtate on her, and to ſatific her coverous and his 
luftfull defires, he is ax laft enforced to morgage and ſell away all his Lands, For as long -; 


had mony, ſhe was his, bur when that failed him then ſhe Cn aright rape: ated 2 
evepart of her ſel) fied in hr accuſtomed kindncle and ſamillarity row him , a6d 
cafts off. | | 

-»-The mas we Go L,. _ __ m_ ate as ſecret ng and as en br 
Jous as juſt , which we ſhall ſee will now by degrees be apparently made and verificd 
this tmonſter ofmen, and Devill of Fathers and Hubands A Faſti. For ks reanflon. w_ 
and all his mntenfills and moveables in Friboarge, are conſumed with 4 ſudden fits, Ing 


from a flaſh of lightning from Heaven as alfo all his of c by, 4 
yet thoſe of all his iſbours round about hith ate ncdrhed and fafe. coral which. 
all kis hiot- 


= In the Ficld brings forth lictle or no increaſe, bis Vines wither and dit a 

; are | dif 

taſe ; For being (as it were trad )rhey wilfully and outragiouſly- rin th ode ne 
Cc . TY 


ſtoln from him, and moſt of his C $heep and Goary, die of 4 new 
w4inſt che other 3 hels artiazed & all cheſe ile (* woken. wortderfull loffes and 
chis vile miſcreant and irfurttahe murtherer, Hath his conſticnce Rill (6 (tated nd h 
and ſoul ſo ſtupified and obdurared by the Devill, that liz trath neithet ,the will, potwer; 
or grace to look upto Heaven or God, and (6 ts ſee and dtlthotwletige , from Whoth 
what all cheſe aff: ors and calamiries befall lift : He grow Init great povetty , {nd 
to raiſe him and his fortunes, henow knows no other art or means Icft him than to marry his 
ſtemmmpet Salyna , to whom he hath given great ſtore of Gold, and on whom(as we have for- 
merly heard )he hath ſpent thre greateſt part of his Lands and Eftate. He fecks her in marriage, 
but(hcaring of his great lofſcs, and ſeeing of his extreme pronnny ſhe will not derogat from 
her (elf, but = ingratefally denics and diſdains him, and will not heaccforth permic, him 
to enter into her houſe, muchlefſc to ſee or ſpeak with hira : he is wonderfull bitten and 
ld with this her unkind repulſc,and then is driven to ſuch cxereme wants and neceſlity, as he is 
enforced to - and pawn away, all thoſe py; trifls and thi Dd - lefe bim, th 
to give himſelf a very poor ndintchanee.,, ao dmrapohet | whom God had juſt- 
| - hr for the mcanich of NisdcliAsdnd &tfimas) fie How rOams and firangleth v _ 
- A the ſtreets of Fribourg , and the Country Pariſh:s and houſcs thereabours, wichour 
. meat, mony or friends, and which infinitly worſe then all, withour God, Bur all theſe his 
calamitics and difafters , are but the Harbingers and Fore-runners of greater miſcries and pu= 
niſhments , which are now ſuddenly and condignly prepared to ſurprize and befall himz where- 
of the Chriſtian Reader is —_— prayed to take deep notice, and full obſervation; becauſe 
the glory of God, and the Triumphs of his Revenge, in theſe his Judgements,do moſt divinely 
appear, and ſhine forth to the whole world therein. 

V afti on a time returning from Clerau# rewards Fribiirg ( where he had been to beg ſome 
mony or meat of Salyna, citbcr whereof ſhe was ſo hard hearted to deny him ) the Providence 
and pleaſure of God ſo ordained it, That in the very ſame Meadow and place, and ncer the 
ſame time and hour , which formerly he, and his Son George had their conference there(bei 
very faint and weary) he lay himſclfdown to {]:ep there ac the foor of a wilde Cheſ-nur-tree 
yea, he there ſlept ſo ſoundly , the Sun being very hot , that he could not hear the great noyſe, 
and ont-cry which many people there a far off made in the Mcadow, for the taking of a furious 
mad Bull 3 This Bull I ſay, no doubt bur being ſent from God , ran direQly to our fl:eping 
and (noring V a{ti toſt him twice up in the ayre on his horns, tore his Noſe, and ſo wonder» 
fully mangled his facc, that all who came to his aſſiſtance held him dead ; but at aft they know« 
ing him to be Vafti of Fribourg, and finding bim faintly co pant and breath for lite againſt death 
they take off his clothes and apparell, and then apparantly diſcover and tee, that this mad Bul 
with his horns hath made two little holes in his belly, whereof at one of them a ſmall piece of 
hit Gut hangs out, they carry him to the next Cottage, and laying him down ſpeechleſs,they 
and himſelf believe, he cannor live half an hour to an end, and as yet he ftill remains ſpeech- 
leſs ; bur at laſt breathing a little more, and well remembring himſelf, and ecing this bis dif- 
aſterous accident it pleaſed the Lord (in the infinitenefie of his goodneſs) to open the eyes of 
his faith, go mollific the flintinels of his heart, to reform the deformity of his conſcience, and 
to purge and cleanſe the pollution of his foul, for now he layes hold of Chrift Jeſus and his 
promiſes 3 forſakes the D:vill and his ereacheries, and God now ſo ordaineth and diſpoſerh 
of him, that for want of other witneſſcs {ſeeing himſelf on the brink and in the Jaws of death) 
he now becommeth a witneſs againſt himſelf, and confeffeth before all che whole company; 
That he it was neer Loſaune , who murthred hizown Son George with a Piſtoll, and who fince 
poyſoned his own wife Heſter with a Mugk Mellon, for wbich ewo foul and inhumane fats of 
his,. he ſaid, he from his heart and ſoul begged pardon and remiſſion of God. @6+ 

Here upon this confefhon , ſome of the ets 7 7 away to Fribourg , and —_— = - 
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Criminall Officers of Juſtice thereof 3 who ſpeedily {-nd two Chirurgions to drefs his wounds, 
and four Scrgeantso bring Vafti thithee alive, if poſibly they can- They ſearch his wound, 
and although they find chem mortall, yer they belicve he may live three <- four daycy longer, 
So hey Be bim to Frybourg in a Cart, and there he likewiſe confeficch ro the Magiſtrates his 
two wid bloudy and cruell Marthers, drawn chercunto as he faith, by the treachcroug al. 
Jurements and temptations of che D:vill : $9 the ſame day, they for ſatisfa&tion of theſe his un» 
natucall crimes do condemn himto bc hanged, and then his body to be burnt to Aſhes ; which 
ts accordingly cxccutcd in Fribourg , in the preſence of a great concourſe of people, who came 
ro ſee him take his lall farewell of the world, but they thinking and exp:&ing thae hee would 
have made ſome religious ſpeech at his death , hee therein deceived their hopes and defires: for 
he only prayed to himſelf privatly, and chen repeating the Lords Prayer, and the Creed, and 
recommending his ſoul eo God, and his body to Chriſtian buriall, wichout once mentioning 
ornaming his SonGeorge, bis wife Heſter, or his trumpet Salyue , be (lifting up his eyesto 
H:aven ) watturned over; and although (bcing a tall and corpulent man) he there brake the 
Rope and fell , yet he was found ſtark dead on the ground, | 

| Fad thas was thr wretched life, and deſerved death of this bloudy Monſter of Nature Vofti, 


May we therefore read this his Hiſtory to Gods glory, and co our own reformation, 
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RIGHT HONOURABLE 


Sir T AMES STANLET, 
Knight of the Batb , Lord Strange, Son and Heir 


apparant. to Y/illiam Earl of Derby, one of the moſt an- 
cient Knights of the 1]luſtrious Order of the 
G44 RIEL 


_————— 


MY LORD, - 


Ec firſt time that T had the honour to ſee and know 
RESI your Lordſbip was in France, when you then be- 


*pd | | row lives with God : And (ifmy fancy deceive 
| 0t my Iudgement ) it it egnally ,worthy beth of 
ECW" my thoughts, andof w L ordſhips memory, to 
ſee how propitions God bath fince proved to your content , and remaines to 
your felicity , in ſo bighly recompenſing this your loſs of a Noble Bro. 
ther , with the rich gift of a Vertuous Wife, your Right Illuſtrious 
' Lady, whois deſcended from no'meaner houſe than the famous Dukes of - 
Tremoville. by her Father, and the ViSorious Princes of Orenge by 
her Mother, and who being tranſplanted from France , and (| in the $a- 
' cred Bonds of Marriage ) here matched and incorporated to your Lord- 
ſhip, hath (by the Mercy and Providence of God) in a few years brought 


you 
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you many ſweet Ohve Plants and Branches to perpetuate your anciew 
Name , and moſt Honourable Family of the Stanleys . . __ ; 

Aud what are all theſe benefits of Natuve , and bleſſen of Gracs, 
which-Ged hath ſo opportunely ſent ,- and grationſly given Jar, -in and: 
them , but ſuch, and ſo ſublime and tranſcendent, that they are ſtrong prog 
of bis Mercy and Goodnels towards you, and I'doubt nqt but ( in a pi 
reſolution) your Lordſhip reciprocally makes them the cauſe of” your 'tter- 
nall gratitude and thankfulneſs to bis ſacred Majeſty for the ſame. ** 

And indeed who can poſſibly have, or conceive a different thought, tha 
obſerves how your Lordſhip conduGs all your aQions by Realon , and not 
by Paſlion : That as you efteem Vertue,to be the chiefeſt earthly Honour, 
ſo you likewiſe value Piery and-Godlinels to be the beſt and moſt Sowe- 
raign Vertucs. T hat you are confident , that in Hearts and Soules which 
are well and fairly endowed, Honour andHonelſty ſhould ill bee Twing, 
or inſeparable Companions and Inaividuals, becauſe the ſormer without the 
Latter, is but as fire of ſtraw to the Su2 ſhine ; and to ſhut up this point, 
that your Honour gives the cLicfeſt functions and faculties of your Sole 
to God , and the ſecond o the proſperity and ſerwice of your Prince and 
Countrey, that being the true mark of a Religious Chriſtian , and this of 
an excellent Subje&t , and Honouroble Patriot. 

And this ' my good Lord) was the Originall cauſe, and theſe are the pre- 
wailing Motives and Reaſons , why I trench ſo farr upon your Lordfhips 
Greatneſs and Goodnels , in proffering up this my Sixth and laſt 
Book of Gods Revenge againſt Murther, to your Noble ProteRioh 
and Patronage 3 not that your Lordſhip is the laſt in my AﬀeCion' and 
Zeal , much leſſe in my ReſpeCts and Obſervance : But that I could 
give no ſatisfaGiou tomy ſelf, before I had prefixed your 1lluſtriows 
Name, to this my unpolliſhed Work, and before 1 had given a publike 
tebfimony to the whole world wu generall , and more eſpecially 'to our lit 
world England in particular , what place and power your 'Hon 
Birth and Yertues hve deſervedly taken up in my heart ,- and worthily 
purchaſed in my mo$t reſerved andintire affeSi1on. 

- The Hiſtories which this Book relates, are memorable and monrnfull, 

and to give your Honour my opinioz of them , they are as lamentable for 
the bloudy fats, as memorable for the ſharp , yet juſk puniſhments infli#- 
ed for the ſame ; wherein Gods ſacred Juſtice and Revenge ( with e- 
quall Truth and Glory ) triumphed ore their wretched Perpetratore. 1 

have caſt them in a low Region of languige , and therefore if they come 

ſhort of your Lordſhips accurate Judgement , my Preſumption in thy 
my 


-” — a 


- 
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m) Dedication 29 you, hath no other hope of excuſe or pardon, then to flie 
19 your Lordſbips innate Goodneſs , and to appeal to your known and 

roved Generolity and Candor , 6s making it your Honourable Am- 
hition to cheriſþ Vertue in all men, and to defend it againſt unjuſt ſcan- 


dall, and malitions detraGtion. 


Proceed my Lird, as you have fairly and fortunatl y began, in the bappy 
exerciſe and progreſs of Piety, Vertue aud Honour; and as the bopes 
gre now our? , ſo may the happy fruits and efje&is thereof , infallibly ſtill 
prove your Lordſbips bereafter, untill it bawe perfefed and compleated 
gou to be a moſt Illuſtrious Pattern of Goodneſs in this world, and a 
glorious Saint in that to come, the which none ſhall pray to God for with 
wore true Zeal, nor deſire with more unfaigned AﬀeQion, then 


Your Honours humbleſt 


devoted Servant, 


JOHN REYNOLDS. 


— _— —— — — 
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HISTORY XXVL 


E 
lmperia for the love ſhe bears to young Morofini, [educeth and cauſeth hine (with bis two conſorts; [i 
Afﬀonicus and Donato) to ſtifle to death ber old Husband Palmerius i» bis bed; Morofini miſ= | 
pom ng fall bis Gloves in Palmerius bis Chamber that night which be did it 3 They are 
found by Richardo the Nephew of Palmerius, who knows them to be Morofinies , and doth therup« 
% accuſe bim and his Aunt Imperia, for the murther of his Unkle , ſo they together with their ac« 
ceſſaries Atonicus and Donato, ere «ll four of them apprehended and hanged for the ſame. 


Tx Jutemperate and laſcivious affeAions which ſavour more of Earth than Heaven , are } 
fill attended on with ſhame and repentance”, and many times followed by miſeric and 
confufion ; For God being our Maker by Creation, and our Saviour by Redemption, confe- | 
=_ ſhould be of our loves and affeftions, and the true and ſole obje@t , in whom only t 

Id begin and terminate : For Nature muſt be a Handmaid, not a Miftreſs ro Grace,becaufe 
God (in his Divine decree and creation of man)hath made our bodies morrall, but our ſoules 
immortall. And the like Antichefis which there is between Luſt and Charity, the ſame there is ; 
between finfull adukery and ſanfified marriage. But where our yourhfull affe&ions begin in | 
Whordome, and end in Murther, what can be there expefted for an iffue, but ruine and defo- | 
lation. Crimes no lefle than thefe doth this enſuing Hiſtory report and relate: A Hiftory | 
confefſe, ſo deplorable for the perſons, their fafts and puniſhment, that I had lictle pleaſure ro 
penit, and leffe joy to publiſh it 3 but that the eruth and manner thereof gave a contrary Law | 
wo my reſolutions in giving it aplace among the reft of my Hiftories ; That the fight and know- | 
ledge of others harmes, may the more carefully and conſcionably teach us to avoid and*pre- | 
vent our OWN, Th 

e 


ac. all... 
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The free Eſtates and Common-weales of Ttaly , more eſpecially the famous Scigniory of 
--* Venice (which ſor wealth and —_— gives place to no other of Chriſtendamy-holds ir ng de. 
grec of diſparagement, bur ratheran happy and honourable yertue in their, dblcs anc Gentle» 
+. 4rnen, © exerciſe the facultic and profeſſion of Mexchants , the which they Generally perform. .. 
* In, Turkic, and; all other parts of the levant Seas , with as much profit as'ploxy , to thead.. 
* . miration of the whole World, and the envy of cheir private: and puhlike eiethics : of. which 
/-pumber of Venetign Gentlemen, Scignior"4ugelo Morofini js one , a youtig man, of ſome 
rwenty and four years of age, deſcended of a Noble nam: and family, and (if reports be rrue) 

'” from whence ours here in England derives their Ociginall : He is tall and {lender of ature, of 
 -2 lovely ſanguine complexion , a bright Cheftnut-coloured hair, but, as yer adorned withs 
; Cinall appzricion of a beard : He is ative of bedy, of a ſweet carriage, and nimble wit, anda 
moſt plcafing and gracefall ſpeech ; and he iz not ſo young, bur he hath already made ewofe- 
verall voyages to Conſtantixople and Alexandria in both which he tefided ſome five or fix year! 

- andthrough his wiſdom and induftry won ſome wealth , but more reputation and fame, ing 
mulch as his dePortmeuts and , to the eye and judgment of the world , promiſcth hima 
forcune cqual, if not exceeding his blond and extration. Holding ir therefore rather a ſhame 
than a glory as yet to marry , or which is athouſand times worſe, to paſs his time vainly and 
laſciviouſly at home among the Ladies and courtiſans of Venice, upon whom ( by the way of 

a premonition and precaution ) he ſaw ſo many debofhed young Gallants to caſt away their 

E tatcs and themſelves, he aſſumes his former ambition to travell , and ſo undertakes a third 
voyage to Contantinople : He embarks himſelf upon a good fhip named the little Saint Mark of 
Venice , and in company of Seignior Aſtonicusy and Seignior Philippo Donato, likewiſe two young 
Gentlemen , Merchants of Venice, of his dearand intimate acquaintance { with a pleaſant gale 
and merry wind, they ſet fail from Aaleneca:, the Port of that City; and ſo direct and ſhape 
away thcir courſe for the Iſlands of Corfu and Zant, where they are to ſtop, and take in ſome 
Commaditics, and from thence thorow the Archipelagus , by Candy and Cyprus , to the Por, 

of the Great Seignior. But as men propoſe, and God diſpoſeth of all terrcftriall aQtions and 
accidents ; ſo they are overtaken by a ſtorm , and with contrary winds put into the Harbour 
and City of Axcone, a rich, populous and ſtrong City which belongs to the Pope , and which 

is the Capitall of that Province of the Marca Anconitone, from whence it afſumes and takes ity 
denomination, and whercin there are well pear gbree thouſand Jews ſtill refident , who pay a 
great yeauly Revenue to his Holineſs, The w as contrary for our three 'Venctian 
Gallants, and thcy knowing that our Lady of Loretto { the greateſt and moſt famous Pilgri- 

mage of the Chriſtian world) was but fifteen ſmall miles off in the Country , whereas yet they 
never cither of them been) they in meer devotion ride thither, their = now being faft 
anchored and mored in the Pcer of Ancona, which ftands on the Chriſtian fide , upon the 4- 

drietique $:a, Vulgarly tcarmed the gulfe of Venice. * 

And here it is neither my purp6ſe or deſire to write mnch, either of the (pretended) piety of 
this holy __— of Loretto, which the Romanifts ſay was the very Chamber wherein the 
Virgin Mary brought up her Son , our Saviour Jeſus Chrift ; or of her Piture which they like» 
wiſc allcadge was drawn by the hand and pencill of the Apoſtle Saint Luke, and both the ore 
and the other, as they affirm miraculouſly brought over the Seas from Paleftine by Angels, 
and firſt placed by them on the hils of Recegnet: (three lirtle miles thence ) and Tong fince by 
the ſaid Angels tranſlated and placed here in this ſmall Town of Loretto. But as for my ſelf, 
this legend is too weak to paſs current with my faith, muchleſs to eſteem it as an Article of my 

. Creed... Only this I will confeſs and ſay, That azit was devotion , not Curiofity which car- 
ricd our Moroſini Aſtonicus and Donato thither : ſoit was my curioſity , not my Devotion 
which made me to take the fight thereof in my Travells., Where in the rich and ſampruous 
Quire of a ſtately Cathedrall Chyrch, I ſaw this little old Brick Chamber ( now termed the 

oly Chappell ) very richly adorned with great varicty of maſſic Gold and Silver Lamps , and 

this PiQture of the bleſſed Virgin in a ſhrine of Silacr , moſt richly decked with Chains and 

Robes, imbroideecd with Gold and Silver, and ſet with pretious Stones of ineftimable value, 

which (co cxpreſs ahe truth in one word }) bred much admiration in my thoughts, but no 

veneration atall inmy heart. Sol leave Loretto, and return again to our Hiſtory, which was 
$he only Relique that I brought thence, | 

e two firſt days,our three Venetian Gallants viſit this holy Chappel with much ſolemnity 

otion, where not to Jeſus the Son, but to 'Mary the Mother they offer up their prayers, 

their vows of thankfulnefs for their deliverance from the late ftorm which pur them 


ſhip in ſafety at Ancona, ' Bur the third day there betides an untxpcRted accident 
eo 


———————_———— 
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to Morefini, which will adminiſter macter and life to this Hiſtory. He leaves his two Friends 
and Companions in Bed, and fteales away to the holy Chappell, where being on his Knees 
at his devotion, he neare to him, ſees a ſweet young Gentlewoman likewiſe on her Knees ac 
her devotion and oriſons wa rich in Apparel], but incomparably faire and beautifull. Hee 
curiouſly markes her Roſeat Lilly Cheeke, her piercing Eye, the Amber treffes of her Hare, 
her Aleblaſter Neck and Paps, and her fireight and (lender Waſt, all which made her to be 
the Pride and Glory of Nature ; At whoſe Sight and Contemplation, his mind is ſo ſudden- 
ly inflamed with affeRion to her, that he who heretofore conld not poſſibly be drawn to love 
any Gentlewoman , or Mayden , now deſpight of himſelfe (and of his contrary inclina- 
gon and - cqn—omay' he at fiſt ſight is inforced to love her, and only her. For the more he 
ſees her, the more he affeRts her ; which ingendereth ſuch ſtrange motions and ſuddaine paſs 
fions in his heart, thac the ſweetnefſe of this ſiveet Obje&, ns his eyes inceflantly co 
g:z2 on her both with affeQion and admiration. Our Aforofini would faine have booxded 
and ſalluted her there, but that he would not make Heaven ſo much ſtoope to Earth,nor pro- 
phan:the holineſſe of his affeQion and of this place with ſuch impiery. But atlaſt ſeein 

her to riſe trom her prayers and ſo to depart the Chappell, he could not, he would not ſo 
Jerve her, nor forſake the benefit of this ſweet nity to make himſelf known to her ; 
When wichdrawing his devotion from the old Lady of togive it tothis his young 
Lady (and pretended Miltrcfſe ) in Lorette, he trippes away after her, into the body of the 
Church, where ſeeing her only attended, by a well clad Boy and her young waiting Gentle- 
woman, (after ſallutes on both (ides performed) he there profercth her his ſervice in theſe 

enerall tearmes. 

Moreſ. | know not ſweet young Lady, whether I may tearm my ſelf happy or unfortun 
in being this Morning honoured wich the {ight of fo beautifull a Nymph, and Virgin as youre 
{lf,- becauſe in thinking to gaine my ſoul, 1 fear I have loft heart in the amorous exta- 
ies of that delicious ObjeR and Contemplation; therefore 1 you think it not firange, 
that having received my wound from your teauty, I fly to your Courtefie for my cure aud 
remedy thereof ; and that ſeeing youſo weakly guarded, I prefurze to requeſt the favour of 
you, that you will pleaſe to accept of my Company to reconduft you to your homes | 

» This young Lady, ſeeing her ſelf ſomuch gazed on by this unknown Gentleman in the 
holy Chappell, and now no ſaluted by him in the Church, ſhe could nor refrains 
from dying her Lilly Cheekes with a Vermillian bluſh, when having too much beauty to be 
too unkind, and yet to much Coynefle and Modeſty ax firſt toprove too courteous to him, ſhe 
(brooking her name well) returns him this anſwer. 

Imp. Sir you being ſo happy to have given up your Soul this Morning in your devotion to 
the bleſſed Lady of this place, Ido not a little wonder, that you 1o ſoon prophane it, 
by endeavouring to make me believe, that you have loft your heart inthe Contemplation of 
ſo poor, and ſo unworthy a beauty asmine; For herein as you prophane your zeale to her, 
ſoyour aff:Kion to me, fith that ſhould be more ſacred, and this not ſo much feigned 
or hypocriticall. But ſuch wounds ſtill carry their cures with them, and therefore as my 
beauty was not capable to occafion the one,ſo ſhall not my courtefie be guilty in granting the 
other : if wy weake guard be not ſtrong enough to conduRt me to my home, my Inn and 
{baſtity are, as alſo to defend me from the ſnares and lures of thoſe Geutlemen, whole beft 
vercue conſiſts more in their tongues then in their ſoules,& more their complements then their 
ations; Of wich number f:aring and taking you to be one, and my Fa houſe being ſo 
nigh, I ſhall not want your company, _ as I deſerve (ol defire it nor,and therefore I wil 
leave you, and yet not without leaving my chankes wich you, for this your profered favour 
and uexpeRted courtelie* 

. Although Morofini could not refraine from ſmiling at this her {harp and witty anfwer, yet 
be ſteing his complements retorted, and his courtefie returned with a refaſall, he could nog 
yet refraine from bicing his lip cthereat. But again conſidering her to be exceeding fair and 
vertuou*, and hoping withall that her Father might likewiſe prove rich, he would not dil 

race his breeding nor make himſelf a Novice in Love to be pur off with this her firſt repulle, 

t again ſounds her in theſe tcarmes. 

Morof. My d:votion to the Mother of our Saviour doth not | eg I'hope blefſe and 
lanQifie my affe&ion to you, and therefore if it be not the cuſtome of the young Ladies and 
Genclewomen of Loretto to uſe ſtrangers with this diſcourtelie,] cannot beleve that you would 
purpoſely thus exerciſe your wit in my patience, by infliting on me this your unjuſt refuſall. 
As tor your feigned (hewes of Hypoaife: | am as innoceat of them as you ſuſpe& and tearm 
me gulcy, and have no more ſuares or laces in profering you wy affeQion and ſervice's _ 
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that which your pure B:aury and chalt Vertues give ie. Neither am 1 ot the number of thoſe 
Gentlemen, whom you pleaſe to rraduce and dilparage becauſe their. Hearts and Tongues a- 
greenot, or for thac cheir ations prove not their Speeches and Complements reall ; becauſe 

I as much diſdain as you coudemn them ; Th:refore if you cannot give methe courtehte, | 

pray 8 leaſt lend me the favour, that I may wait on you to your Fathers houſe ; whom | 

frail cver be ready to ſerve with a much humility tor your ſake, as to cheriſh and obey your 

ſc}t wich affc&ion for mine own. 

This Anſwer of MOROSIN Ifmak:s this young Ger tlewoman (whoſe name he and 
we ſhall anon know ) as ſwectly calm, as right now ſhe was unkinly paſfionate ſo that look- 
ing tedfaftly on him, and comp3ling hee Countenance rathec to Smiles than frowns, ſhe 
rejoyns him thus, 

IMPERTI A. lcisthecuſtome of the Ladies and Gentlewomen of Loreto, to uſe 
Strangers rather w'th too much ReſpeR chan roo lirtle Favour, eſpecially thoſe Gentlemen 
who tavour more of Honour than Vaniry. 1: therefore I have any way wronged mine 
own Judgment, in ſuſpeRieg or not acknowledging your m:rits , | know I am yer as 
worthy of your excuſe as of your Reprebenfion. And becauſe I underſtand by you, that 
you are a Stranger to th's place though not to this Country, as alſo thax you ſeeme to 
be ſo imporcunately delicous and willing to conduRt me to my Fathers houſe 3 IT will 
therefore give a contrary Law to my own Will, aud now make Civilicy diſpence 
with my Diſcrerion by accepting of this your kind profer and you ſhall not accompany 
me:thicher :o him, wich fo much R<fſpett and Zeal, as 1 will you with obſervance and 
thanks. 

Which kind ſpeech ſhe had no ſooner delivered end MO ROSINI reccived , but he 
againe cloſed with her chus. | 

MOROSINI. Sweet Lady, this courteſie of yours ſeconding your Beauty, (hall eternal- 
Iy oblige mero your ſervice; and inrequitall thereof , I will ever eſteem it my belt happineſs 
to receive your Fathers commands, and my chiefeſt felicity and glory to execute yours. When 
reciprocally exchanging ſalutes, he cakes her by the Hand and Arm, and very graccfully con- 
duCts her to her Fathers houſe, nor far off from this ſumptuous Church , and by the way thi- 
ther (among ay obs may and Complements he gathcrs from her that her Fathers name in, 
Signior Hierome Bondino, and hers Downs 'Imperia, his only Daughter. Wherein he for the 
former fame of his Wealth and the preſent tight of her Beauty doth both delight and ) 
as dreaming of a future felicity which he ſhall enjoy in her ſight and company ; whereof 
the time preſent he hath far more reaſon to flatter than to aſſure himſelf. 

Now we muſt here underftand that this Signior Bondino her Father, is a Gentleman of an 
Antient Houſe and noble deſcent ; and of a very great Eftate both in Lands and Meanes, 
and withall he was excceding covetons, as glorying more in his Wealth than in his generofity, 
and more in his Fair and Beautlfull Deughter Imperia, then in any other of his Children. 
Here Moreſini brings Imperis home, and ſhe preſents him and his courteſie to her Father , who 
receives him reſp«&fully and kindly thankes him for this his obſervance and Honour to his 
Daughter : who led by the luſire of her Eyes, and the delicacy of her Beauty,was fo extream- 
ly inflam'd with affe&ion towards herzas at that very inſtant he proclaimed himſelf her ſervants 
andiſhe Lady Regent of his heart and defires, and then ic was that hefirft acquainted her with 
his Name & Quality with his intended voyage to Conſtantinople, but chiefly with his conſtans 
delice and reſolution co ſeek her in Marriage both of her ſelf and her Father. Wherefore to 
contraX this Hiftory into a narrow Volumne, I will paſſe over his often courtings and viſits 
of her, as alſo thoſe ſweet ſpeeches, and amourons difcourſes and conferrences which paſt be- 
tween them during the ſpace of three weekes ; wherein the wind proving contrary to his voy- 
age, proved cheretore propitious to this his ſait and affeRion. la which time he proved him- 
{clf ſo expert a Scholler (or rather a Maſter ) in the Art of Love,that he exchanged hearts wich 
herc,obraincd her affeRtion and conſent to be his Wife upon his firſt return from Conſtantinople, 
but yer it was wholly impoſſible eicher for kimor her co draw her Fathers conſent hereunto, 
although many cimes he ſought ic of him with .prayers, and ſhe wich teares. For hemaking 
Wealth to be the very Image and Idoll of his devotion, and gathering that Adorefini”s birth far 
exccedcd his State and Meanes, as alſo that in his opinion, his Eſtate was yet far greater than 
bis capacity or judgement,he would never harken ro him,mach leſs give anyway that he ſhould 
be his Son in Law: but with much obſtinacy and refolution, vowed that he would firft rather 
blec his Danghter married co-her grave than to him, the which froward and harſh reſolution of 
his, makes our two Lovers cxceedingly to grieve & lament thereat.But how to remedy it they 
know not. Moreſ.now acquaints histwo conſorts Aſfenicus & Donato with his affeRion - Im.8 
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brings them che next morning £2 {ce her, who highly commend his choice , 214 xl hep 
beauty and y:reu:s rotheskies; They in Mcroſiz:'s b:halt d:al eff:Qua!ly with Byydino th 
draw tis conſent to this match,mount his praiſes and merits as high 2s Heaven, and in award, 
they leave no friend]y office, or reaſons unattempred to perſwade and induce him beronieo, 
bac they ſpeak eicher to the winde, or to a deat nuan 3 for his will is his law, and th: cefore they 
fnde it a work, not only of extream dificulty, but of meer impoſſibiliry to «if. Ric : for nit - 
ther they nor Moroſiniycan ſo much pray and exhort Bondinoto this Match, as he with tha-p 
words and bitter threars ſeeks co divert his Daughter from it; which piercech and galleth the (> 
ewo Lovers to their very ſouls, For by this time theic affeRions and hearts are (o lirongly and 
firmly uniced, that Imperis loves Moroſizi a thouſand times dearer than her own life, anc! !1. 
her no leſs. So when chey think of their ſeparation and departure each from other, the vor 1 
conceitand thought thereof draws even drops of blood trem: their hearts and an Occan of 
tears from their eyes. Buc becauſe they are more amorons then ſuperſtitious in their devotion 
and affeRion each to other, and that (in their thoughts and delires) they ſacrifice more £o 
the Altars of Venus then to that of the Virgin Mary; Therefore fortune more envying then 
ying them, and therefore reſolving to ſeparate their bodies as farre aſunder, as their 
zarts are nearly linked and combined together 3 the wind comes fair,. and the Matter 
of their Ship ſends ſpeedily from «Anconz to them to Loritto to come away ,. for tht he 
is reſolute to omit no time, but wich all cxpeditiou to weigh Anchor, and ſer fail for 
O7#. 
4 % roſini receives this new3 with infinite forrow, and Imperis with extream griefand ans2 2 
ment, fo as if grace had nor prevailed wich nature,and her obedience to her Father vanquith«t 
and given a law to her affeQion towards Moreſini ſhe could then and there have found in her 
heacr'to have left Italy, and accompanied him in his voyage to Tarky and Conſtantinople, fo 
ſweet was his fight and preſence, aud fo bitter was the very thought of his abſence co her 
heart and minde ; Here Adoroſenz comes again with'his hat in his hand , and Imp+ris on - ker 
knees with tears to her father, that he will grant chey may contra@ themſclvcs each to other 
before his departure, bur he is deaf to his requeſts, and inexorable to her tears and prayers, 
For he vows he cannot,and ſwears he will not conſent thereunto ; And therefore here the R-a- 
der muſt conceive, for it is impoſſible for me to expreſs the thouſand pare of the fighs which 
he, and the tears which ſhe expends, at this their ſorrowfull departure, infomuch as I cannor 
truly define whether he then gave her more kiſſes, or (he him tears. So here ſhe vows to re- 
main unmarried till his return, and he both promiſech and ſwears, that he will return within 
one year fo her and masry her, the which the mare authentically co ſeal and confirm, he gives 
her a rich Emerauld Ring from his finger, and ſhe him a fair Carkamet of Ocrienc pearls trom 
herneck, wich which the great drops of her tears trickling down her vermillion cheeks ſeemed 
to have ſome perfett ſympathy and reſemblance ; Of which interchangeable and mutual con- 
trat Aftenicas and Donato are joyfull witnefles, who. ſeek to add comtort and conſolation go 
theſe her un{prakable forrows, and unparalleld 2fMiAions, for this their ſeparation ; whiles Im- 
pris in the mean time at the very thought and conſideration hereof, (ſhe gazing on her Moro- 
fini ) ſeems to burſt her heart with ſighing, and to drowa the Roſes and Lillies of her beaury 
with the ſhours and rivolers of her tears. So Mooſini being again and again called away by 
Aſtmicus and Donat-, he then takes leave of Bondino, and then of his dear and ſweer Daughter 
Imperia, in whoſe heart and brelt he imparadiſeth all his moſt Religious prayers, and treaſ{1zetty 
up all his amorous detires and wiſhes, and from thence (witch his two faithfull friends and 
companions takes horſe for Ancone, where afloon as they come, their long boar is aſhore and 
takes them in, when the wind continuing ftill exceeding fair, they are preſently for Corfie and 
Conſtantinople, where we will leave them floating upon the Seas, expoſed to the favour and 
mercy of the winds, and according to the order of aur Hiſtory come we again to fpeak® of 
Bmndino and of his ſweet and fair daughter Imperis, to ſee what matrer they will adminiſter as, 
and what Aﬀtions and Accidents they will produce. 

Whiles ourfair Imperi2 day and night weeps and ſighs for the abſence of her deareſt and ſe- 
cond {elf Moreſinr, and with h'r eycs and hands ereQed to Heaven continually prays for his 
profpericy and return, her old Father Bondino aſſumes a dire& contrary conrſe and reſolution ; 
for within two or three monerhs of Aoroſen:'s departure, he makes ic his zreateſt care and am- 
bition ro provide another husbdand for his Daughter. He & not ignorant of her cears and 

nſiv-n*(s for his ablerce, and knows full well, that her folicacy walks and palc thin cheeks, 

ook ill onftantly co him, and never from him. But he is reſolute that his old coverouſ- 
neſs ſhal' prevent and deceive this her young, affe&ion, and that to work on the advantage of 
Morsſi 3i's abſence, his beſt and ſhorteft courſe is co heave him out of her heart and minde, 
M m 2 and 
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and contrariwiſe co propound and place another husband in his ltead. To which end his ſaid 
daughters beauty and his own wealth having already procured her two or three Suitors, who 
earneltly ſec k her in marriage, he likes none of them 10 well as old Seignior Palmerixs a rich 
Merchantof «Azcona, aged of at leaſt xy years ; whereas his fair Daughter Imperia was nox 
above twenty tour, who was of ſo deformed and decrepit a perſonage and conttitution, that 
he ſeemed bur as a withred Fanwary to this freſh Lady May, and his age but a fre z:n winter to 
the fragrant flouriſhing Summer ot her youth and beauty. But this old dotard Palmerini(who 
is every way ficter for his own grave than for Imperia's bed) is fo taken wich the daintineſs of 
her perlonage, as he hopes that her youth and her tathers age will ſtoop and ftrike ſail to his 
wealth; and therefore he tricks and prides himwlf up both in his apparel and beard, ar if Love 
had taken away much of his age, now purpoſely to add it to his vanity and indiſcretion, fo 
he comes to Bondino's houſe at Loretto, and lecks this his fair daughter in Marriage, where the 
conl:de: ation of his great eftate and wealth a& ſuch wonders with her fathers heart and reſo- 
Jucion,that her father and he have already ſwaprt a bargain that he,and non- but he ſhall m 
his daughter, before as yet he have the happineſs to ſee here But at laſt her Father brings her to 
him,chargeth her with his commands to diſpoſe her (elf to atfeR and & arry him,and ſp aks to 
hcr not only in the language of a father, bur of a king ; for ſuch is his pleaſure. Theſe ſpecches 
of her father, and the fight of her old lover yet new Suitor Palmerizs, doth much «m.2z- and 
territie his young deughter Imperia : fo ſhe receives and hears thoſe with infinice affli&ion and 
ſorrow , and him with much contempt and diſdain ; for ſhe reje&s his ſuit an4 himſelf, and 
boldly tells both her father and him, that Moreſini is too deeply lodged in her heart ; for any 
other of the world to have entrance or admittance, and therefore (with fighs and tears) calts 
her (elf at her Fathgrs fect, and prays him that he will not force her co marry Seignior Pa/me- 
rius whom he affirms (le cannot poſlibly affe& much leſs obey. But her father is reſolute ty have 
it ſo, and therefore (paſſing over all other reſpeRs and con(iderations) he adds threats , to his 
commands, and vehemently chargeth her again and again toconſent thereto. But her abſenz 
Moroſini is ſtill ſo preſent in her heart and mind, and fo freſh and pleaſing to her eye and me- 
mcry that ſhe cannot, ſhe will not forget him. So that for this time her father can no more 
enforce her to ſprak with Palmerizs, or draw her to ſee him, and thus ſhe puts bim off for his 
firſt coming to Loretro to her. Imperis being now infinitely glad co have thus given her fother 
the foil, and old Palmerixs the repulſe, ſhe raiſeth a thouſand new Trophees of joy, and vito- 
ries of delight in her hearc for the ſame, as if that outragious ſtorm ar:d tempeR(fo contrary and 
diſplealing to her heart.) had received end almoſt affoon as beginning. Thus now ruminating 
on nothing lefs then on Palmerizs, nor on nothing more than on her ſweet and dear Moroſini, 
(ro whom in his abſence ſhe ſacrificeth all the flames of her keart, and all the vows, del.res and 
wiſhes of her foul) ſhe pafſeth away her time in perpetual] praying for his return, for the which 
ſhc leaves not the Lady, no nor any other Saint of Lorerto unadored, or unprayed to. But con- 
erary to her hopes and defires herein) this her old Suitor Palmerins,(having wholly loſt the ſo- 
lidity of his judzment in the excellency of her beauty) he Kill keeps good correſpondence;and 
curious intelligence with her father, and continnally his heart runs as much on oc youth, as 
her fathers covetouſneſs doth on his wealth and gold; ſo within two moneths he returns 2gain 
to Loreito,where be is received with as much joy of Bondino, as with excream diſcontent & for- 
row of his daughter Imperia, who now eps ſoul can receive nopeace nor truce from either of 
chem, but they inceſſantly haun: her as her ghoſts, and fail not day and night co importune her 
for the conſummation of this contra and marriage, but her heart is ſo cloſe ynited and wed- 
ded to Mdoreſini that it is as yet impoſlible for either, or both of chem to divorce or wich draw 
her from him. Palmerizs thinks to gain her by rich gifts and preſents, but ſhe refuſeth them all 
for the ſake of the giver, and her father now tempts her with ſweet ſpeeches and perſwaſions, 
and then again, terrifies her with bicter commands and threats, hoping thereby in theend to 
make her ff} xivle to his defires and wiſhes : Buc his daughter Imperis notwithſtanding all this 
(with a conltancy worthy of her beauty, and every way equal to her {elf reſolves to fruſtrate 
the hopes of the hirlt, to annihilate and make vain the expeRation of the ſecond, and ſo to de- 
ceive the deſires and wiſhes of them both, and to keep her heart wholly tor Moerofini,as ſhe hath 
formerly promiſed and obliged her G1t to do. | | 
But although Palmerizs were heretofore the firſt rime ſo eafily beaten off with Imperia's re- 
fuſal, he will not be ſo the ſecond, and therefore his heart and minde telling him that the 
ſweetneſs of her youth, and the delicacy of her beauty deſervea ſtronger, 2nd longer liege 
of his affeQion. He (ty the free adviſe and conſent of her father) reſolves to {tay and burn 
all that Summer in Loreto, hoping that time would change her reſolutions and make thac fea- 
ſable in his daughters aff. Rion, which now in a manner ſeemed to be impoſſible. Thus if 
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Palmerius uſc his bett cndeayors to bear and conquer Imperia one way, no lefs doth her Father 
another waysfor the firſt gives her a world of ſugred words and promiſcs,and the ſecond of ſharp 
and bitter threats to cffct itz Poor Imperia ſeeing her ſelf thus ſtreightly and narrowly begirt on 
both fides,ſhe hath again reconrſe to her fighs and tears. the only weapons left her in the abſence 
of her Moroſinz to defend her affeAion and conftancy againſt the luſt of P almerius,and the power 
and tyranny of her father Bondixo, A thouſand times a day ſhe wiſheth that Conftantinople were 
Loretto, or Loretto Conſtantinople, and as often prays that either ſhe were in Moroſini's arms, or 
he here in hers. But Palmerius being as obſtinate as her Father was reſolute and furious in this 
ſuit and motion towards her, ſhe fhuts her (elf up in her chamber, where ſeeming to drown 
; her ſelf ina matter of this weight and importance, and what invention ſhe ſhould finde out and 
_ toabandon Palwerius and to call home her Aforsfini ro marry hers then which under 
caven ſhe defired nothing more, or to write truer, nothing clſe. So at laſt ſhe reſolves to ſend 
one purpoſely to Conſtantinople to haften his return (which now wanted but a little of his pre- 
time of a _w? when making choice of a dear friend of his of Ancone named Scignior 
Mercaris, and furniſhing him with gold for ſo long a journey as to fail from Brundiſiun, to 
Rnguſe , and fo from thence by Poſt to Conſtantinople, ſhe takes pen and paper, and thereon 
(as much with tcars as ink) traceth her Moroſin: theſe lincs wherewith the diſpatcheth him 
away. 


IMPERIA to MOR OSINT. 


Should betray my affeftion to thee, and conſequently make my ſelf unworthy of thine, if by this my 

my Letter (which 1 purpoſely ſend thee by thy friend Seignior Mercario.) I did not now acquaint 
thee, with how much impatiency aud ſorrow my ſelf, and with how much joy my Father brooks thy 
long abſence. Thou knoweſt in what a ſweet, and jtrid ſympathy of Love, our hearts are united. So as 
meaſuring Moroſini by Imperia, F am confident th at all thoſe Seas between Ancona and Conftanti- 
nople are not capable to waſh away the remembrance thereof, either from thy beart or my ſoul. And 
yet holding it a part both of my duty and of my ſelf, I am enforced to command my pen to relate thee, 
that my Father Bondino begins to exerciſe a pornt not only of bis will, but of his power, yea I may 
juſtly ſay of his —_— over meg to perſwade meto leave my young Morofint to make me warry his 
old Palmerius. 1: which regard and conſideration, if my poor beauty or merit have leſt any impreſ- 
fion in thy breſt or memory, 1 now moſt heartily pray thee ts leave Turky for Italy, and Conftantinople 
for Loretto, and to make me av happy in enjoying thy ſight and preſence,as I am miſerable without its 
And when our God, and my good fortune, ſhall permit this my innocent and ſorrowfull Letter to fall 
into thy bands, think, yea judge with thy ſelf, what en ingratitude, yea what s crime it will be for 
thee not to bring me thy ſelf, but to ſend me any excuſe whatſoever to the comrary. Farewell my other 
ſelf, my ſweet ſelf, and may God and his Angels ever prove propitious to thy Deſires and my Wiſhes. 


IMPERIA. 


Mercerio (in three weeks time) arrives at Conſtantinople, and fings out his friend Morofini , to 
whom hedelivercth his Miftris Imperia's Letter 3 the which he fic kifling, preſently peruſcth ir, 
and very paffionatly both rcjoycerh and grieves thereat: So Morofini very kindly feafts his friend 
Mercario there ſome eight days, and then returneth him home with an anſwer, which in lcfs 
than a moneths time he delivercth into Imperia's own hands in Loretto, who is cxtreamly glad 
thereof, and then beautifying her ſnow white checks, with ſome crimſon bluſhes, ſhe hics her 
_ cloſet and breaking up haftily the ſeals thereof, finds it traced and charged with this 
meſſage. 


MOR OSINI two IMPERIA, 


T7 beaith and conſtancy makes me 4s joyful in the receit of thy Letter es thy Father B-ndino bis 
ſreſpeft to me, and love ro Palmerius makes me ſorrowfull, for ſo dear and tender is the true af- 
fe@ion of my Imperia to ber Morofini, and the ſimpathy of onr hearts ſo ſweetly and ſacredly united, 
that for my part not only thoſe ſmall Rirers of the M:direrrancum &+ Adriatique Sea between Con- 
ſtantinople aud Ancona, but that of the vaſt Ocean is incapable to waſh off the leaſt ſenſe or memory 
thereof. But as in the aQions and accidents of humane life, reputation aud profit,deſerves ſometimes to 
be intermixed with pleaſure, becauſe the ſweetneſs thereof is ſtill made ſweeter by its ſubifance and 
permenency. So by the Seigniory of Venice, aud by Landy their Embaſſador reſident bere in Conſtan- 
tinople, ( contrary to my expedatize or merits) 1 = uew made Conſul of Aleppo. I cannot 
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therefore ſo ſoon leave Turky for Italy, which I infinitely defire, nor in that conſideration ſo ſoon 
imbrace and kiſ1 my fair and dear Imperia, which above all the Crowns and Scepters of the warld 7 
chiefly love and long for ; but what this year cannot perform the next ſhall, andiben ( all delay: and 
excuſes ſet apart) 1 will bring thee thy Morofini with as much true jy, « be tranſported bimſulf 
thee with bitter tears and unfained ſorrows, in the mean time my bopes and beart tell me, that thy 
offettion 20 me foall ſurmount thy F atbers tyrannie to thy ſelf, and that thy beauty and merits are ſo 
:ncomparably reſplendent, that though Palmerius be the ſozle, yet Moroſini ſball live and die the Dig- 
mond of tby love and the Leve of thy Heart, « God is of thy Soul. O then my dear and ſweet Im- 
peria, repute it zo ingratitude , mueb leſt a crime in me to ſend thee this Letter of excuſe inſtead of 
bringing thee my ſelf , for I ſpeak it in preſence of God and bis Angels, that «s thu art my other balf 
ſo I am wholly thine, and that thou conſt not be the thouſand part ſs ſorrowſull I am miſerable in 
zbis our ſbort yet too long ſequeſtration : F arewell,F arewell the only Saint of my beart, and Gedeſ; 
of my aff: tions, and aſſure thy ſelf that no mortsl man whatſoever #4 or can be ſo much thy faitbfull 
Servant and Slave, as 


MOROSINI, 


Our Imperis kifſeth this Letter a thouſand times for her Adoroſeni's ſake who wrote and ſent 
it her, and again as often weeps to ſee, that he loved Honour and Profit better than her lelf, 
and Turky better than Icaly, fo whereas the formerly hoped, now ſhe begins eo deſpair of 
his ſpeedy return, and eſteems her ſelf as miſerable without him, as ſhe thought to have been 
happy with him. She reads over his Letter again and again, and then weeps as faſt ag ſhe 
reads, at the yery peruſal and conſideration thereof; ſhe would fain draw comfort trom any 
part or branch of ir, but then his intended ſtay affords her nothing but diſconſolation and 
ſorrow inſtead thereof. She blames her own misfortune, as much as his unkindnefs , and 
then again impures this impatiency of hers , more to her fathers cruelty, than to M{orofinie 
diſcourteſie ; ſhe loves him as much as ſhe hates Palmerixy, and hates her ſelf becauſe Adorefeni 
will not love her more, and Pelmerixs leſs. But Moroſini is ſo firmly ſeated and enthronized 
in her heart , that the is conſtantly reſolved to tay his return, and rather co die his Vi&im and 
Martyr, than to live Palmerizs his wife. And here her affe&ion as a great partin paſſion, as 
this paſſion doch in Love, ſhe cannot refrain from enquiring of Mereario how Adorofini lives, 
and how he looks, who performs the part of a friend, to his friend, and tells her that he lives 
in great pomp and reputation, and is the propereſt and braveft young Gallant either of Venie 

-or Italy which he ſaw in Conſtantinople, at the report whereof, ſhe could not refrain from 
bluſhing and ſmiling , as if her delighe and joy thereof were ſuch, as ſhe could not receive 
or hear it , without theſe publike expreſſions and teſtimonies of her private zeal and interior 
affe&ion to him; But all this notwithſtanding , whereſoever (he goes or turns her ſelf, her 
Father as her ſhadow, and Plmerix: as her ſpiric, are never from her , bur ſtill follow her in 
all cimes and places wichout intermiſſion, It is a wonder to ſee and contider their obftinacy 
to make it a match, and her reſolution and refuſal againſt it, as if they were wholly compo- 
ſed and made of commands, and ſhe of denials. In which interchangeable comportment, and 
different carriage of theirs. We muſt allow (nx moneths time more paſt and flidden away, 
where,in deſpight of Palmerixs his importunities and her fathers power, ſhe ſtill remains in- 
flexible to them, conſtant to her Morofani, and true to hex promiſe. But at laſt this old Juſt- 
full Lover Palmerius (who was fitter to kiſſe an image in the Church, then ſo ſweet and fair a 
young Lady as Imperis in her bed) ſeeing that he had conſumed and ſpent fo long time in vain 
by courting her, and that ſhe {leighted him and his ſuit as much, if not more now, than when 
he firft meant and intended it to her, he bethinks himſelf of a new policy and fitionto 
gain her , which lovecannot ſo much excuſe, as diſcretion juſtly condemn in him : He goes 
to her Father B-ndizo, and proffers him that if his daughter will become his wife, that he 
will infeoffee, and endow her with the one half of his Lands, and give all the. reſt of bis 
eftate and wealth into his hands and cuſtody, for him to purchaſe her more. Which great 
and un<xpeRted proffer of his doth ſolely and tully weigh down her covetous father to Palme- 
rius his will anddelire, as he conſtantly tells him ; that in lieu of chis his great affeAion and 
bounty to his daugſliter : he will ſpeedily uſe all his power and authoricy with her fully co diſ- 
poſe her to affe& 2nd content him ; To which end Bondino goes to bis daughter Imperis, ac- 
quaints her wich this great gift, and voluntary proffer of Palmeriny to her if ſhe will marry 
him; he lays beforc her bow iofinicely ic will import his content, and her own good and re- 
putation, and that few Gentlewomen of Loretts, or Ladies of the whole Mares of Anceni- 
#ans, do enjoy ſuch rich Forcunes, that his wiſdom and wealth is far to be preferred co the 
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vanity and prodigality of Aforofini, and that the fick will affuredly bring her much concen 
and proſperity, but the ſecond nothing elſc but poverty, ruine, and miſery , and there- 
fore he molt importunately conjures and commands her to cut and caſt off all delays and fo 
forthwith co diſpoſe her felf to love and marry Pelmerixy, or elſe he vows for ever to re- 
nounce her for his Daughter, and no more to acknowledge himſelf for her Father. A cruel- 
ty which (in my opinion and judgement) ought to be admired with pity , and pitied with 
admiration,and not to ſerve for a precedent and <xample to other Parents, becauſe this of Bon- 
dino's was grounded on far more paſſion than reaſon, and covetouſneſs than vertue; and which 
Nature hath all the reaſons of the world, rather to tezrm tyrannic than providence or father- 
ly affeRion in him. 

Our Imperis is, as it were, firuck dead with grief and ſorrow, at the thunder- 
bolt of theſe her Fathers cruel ſpeeches towards her, ſo that ſhe cannot ſpeak, nor yer 
weep, for {ighing and ſobbing ; tut at laſt enccuraged by her own vertue, as much as ſie 
was daunted and diſmayed by her fathers ſeverity and cruelty cowards her, ſhe (caſting her felf 
at his feet) with a crembling heart and taultering voice, returns her heart and minde to him 
ja theſe terms. . 

Honoured Sir, although my 2ffliftions and ſorrows are ſuch, and fo infinite, that 1 am 
far more capable to weep and 6gh, then to breathe or ſpeak them forth toycu , yer IÞold it 
my duty > not my diſobedience, to acquaint yeu, that becauſe Marriages are firſt n ade in 
Heaven , before contrafted or conſummared in Earth; therefore being 10 harry firſt io love 
Moroſini , before | was ſo unfortunate asto fee Scignior Palmeri®s, I hope it is the pleaſure of 
God, that he hath ordained the firft to be wy Husband , ard conſequently my felf never to be 
Wite to the ſecond : 1 am proud in nothing bat in wy humility and obedience, 2nd therein 1 

bopel ſhall ill both triumph and glory,and yet Ifar more under-value Palmerixs wealth than 

do Morofini's vertues. If then you will not for my fake, 1 bumbly beſeech you for my 
Ro ſake, or which is more, for Gods fake, to make me Wife to Moroſini, and not to Pal- 
merixs, becauſe my heart and minde tells me, that 1 ſhall be as happy inthe company of the one, 
as miſerable in that of the other. In granting me which juft defired favour and courtefie, my 
ſoul ſhall become pledge and caution for my heart, and my heart for my tongue, that you 
ſhall have no true cauſe either to renounce me for your Daughter, or todeny your ſelf for my 
Father. And toconclude this my ſorrowfull and bumble ſpeech, i is i le for you to 
wrong me, but you muſt and will extreamly wrong your felt, by attempting and reſolving to 
enforce me to the contrary. But if yet you will not beſenſible hereof, then I invoke God to 
be a juſt Witneſs, and Judge between us, of = cruelty towards me, and of my candid inno- 
cency towards you, and my betrothed Spouſe Morofini. 

Imperis had no ſooner (with fighs and tears) delivered this her ſpeech to ker Father on 
her kneer, but (as if he had lightning in his eyes, and thunder in kis tongue) he ſuddenly 
taſheth forth her compauy; when more to difpleaſe her than to pleaſe himſelt, he looking 
back on her, gives her this ſharp anſwer; and cruel farewel]. Minion (quoth he) 1 will very 
ſhortly cool thy courage and thy tongue, and make thee know with repentance, what it is to 
diſobey thy Father, in making ſo much eſtegn of Xorefini, and ſo little of Seignior Palme- 
riss, contrary to my advice and requeſt to thee ; for I ſay, conſider well with thy (elf, and 
thou ſhale then do well ſpeedily to torſake this errour and obſtinacy of thine, thou re- 
ſolve to die as miſerable, as I defire thou ſhalt live happy : Once more Girl, confider and re- 
member what I have uow ſaid to theee , and beware lett Aoroſini prove thy ſhame, as much as 
Paolmeriz: will thy glory. Impiris weeps becauſe ſhe can _—_—_ more at theſe heart-killing 

of her Father to her, againſt her abſent Morofini : So being not well , ſhe berakes 

her ſelf to her bed , and there again conſults with God and her ſelf , what ſhe ſhall do in this 
perturbation of minde and affliftion of heart, and then and there (with waking eyes) reads 
a whole oights LeQure to her ſelf of her obedience to her Father, and her affe&ion and ca- 
to the other half of her ſelf Morofini ; when in the morning being prompted by her 
thoughts and defires, that ſhe ſhall receive more delights and joys from the laſt , than diſcon- 
tents from the firſt, ſhe at her up-riſing reſolves zgain to write zway for her Morefini , as ho- 
ping that his preſence would eatily diſpel and ſcatter all theſe her clouds and tempeſts , when 
diſpatching a private mefſenger to «Anc:ns for Mercario, ſhe ag1in earneſtly prays him to un- 
dertake a ſecond voyage for her, either to Aleppo or Conſtantinople , to her Adoroſiai; the 
which he then promileth : ſo that nighe again peruſing over his Letter, ſlie then from poine 
to point punRually makes anſwer to ir, and the next morning very fecretly gives it to Mer- 
eerio in her Chamber , and therewith cakes off a rich Bracelet of Sparks of Diamonds from 
her right arm, and prays him to deliver it co hiaz a8 a token of her trae affeRion and conſtan- 
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cy, the which ſhe affirms to him ſhall ever live and dic with her. Arreario having received his 
commilſion trom Imperiey as alſo more Gold for the diſcharge and defraying of his journey,he 
bires aſmall Brigantine totranſporthim to Gerfi,and trom thence embarques himſelt cn a ſhi 


of Marſeilles, which accidently topped there, and ſo failed firft to Aleppo; where being arri- 
ved it leſs than three weeks, and finding his dear friend Aforoſini to be Conſull there + the 
Seigniory of Venice , he ſecretly delivererh this Bracelet and Letter of Imperia to him in his 


ſludy, where he was then haſtily writing a diſpatch for Conſtantinople : But the arrival of Aer 
eario, who he knew came from his dearett friend and Miftreſs Imperis, (for mecr joy) made 


him preſently to caſt away his Hat and Pen, and fo to kiſs and receive this her Letter and To- 
ken trom him, whereof wich much haſte and more affeQion breaking up the ſeals , he therein 
found couched theſe enſuing Lines. 


IMPERIA to MOR OSINT. 


I Had little thought (becauſe leſs deſerved ) that either profit or preferment had been dearer to 


thee than Imperia, or that the Seigniory of Venice, or their Ambaſſador Landy, bad had more 
power to ftay thee in Aleppo. than ſhe to have requeſted or conjured thy return to Loreto 3 for if my 
poor beauty, or rich aff. dion to thee, be of ſo low and baſe an eſteem, as thou preferreſt thy wealth and 
reputation to it, then I am as miſerable as I thought my ſelf happy in my ehoiſe, and the ſweetneſs of 
my deſires and wiſhes conſequently bave end,as ſoon as they received a beginning, And ſce what a pal- 
pable incongruity, yeay what an apparant contradiftion there is between thy heart an1 thy pen, fith 
famedly endeavonring to make mebelieve thou loveſt my kiſſes and embraces above all the Crowns and 
Scepters in the world, I yet am ttuly enforced to ſee that thou loveſt Turky far better than Italy, and 
art well contented that Palmerius ſhould love me better than thy ſelf, for elſe thou wouldſt never per- 
mit, that my fathers tyranny tome ſhould (in thy abſence } give a law to my affetion to him or con- 
ſent that Palmerivs ſhould be the Diamond, and thy ſelf prove only the foil of my heart and love : 
And if this ingratitude of thine be not a crime, I kuow not what a crime is, nor how wor in what 
terms to define or determine thereaf. Judge therefore with thy ſelf (at leaſt if thou art not as wholly 
t of judgemeut as of love ) what a poor half, yea, what a ſmall part T am of 'thee, when by 
thy voluntary abſence thou wilt wholly reſign me up to another, and that Palmerius muſt be my Huſ= 
band, when my heart and ſoul; yea, when God and bis Angels well know, I deſire notbing Hee» 
wen ſo much, as to live and diethy Wife; or elſe thou wonldſt not have been ſo unkind , to confine thy 
will or to bcund thy obſtinacy to no lefſe than a whole years ſequeſtration and abſence from me, which if 
thy beart were equal, or but the leaft ſhadow of mine, thou wouldeſt deem to contain as many moneths as 
hours, and as many ages as moneths, But God forbid this diſcourteſie of thine ſhould prove ſo great a 
cruelty to me, or before I know what belongs to fortunacy, T ſhould be conſtrained to fee! and ſnffer ſo 
much infelicity. Come away therefore, my dear Morolini, and my ſighs, tears, and prayers ſhall im- 
plore the Winds and Seas to prove propitious to thy ſpeedy returny and blame not me, but thy ſelf, if 
thy abſence and my fathers obftinacy bereave me of my ſweet Morolini, and _ of - ij 
M . 


Moroſint cauld not refrain from bluſhing at thggeading of chis his Miſtreſs Jayperis's Letter, 
as aſhamed to fce what an exceeding advantage he courtelie had got of his ankindneſs. He 
oftentimes kiſſech chis her Letter and Bracelet,as the two ſweet pl! of her ſweeteſt love and 
affcRion co him, the which he vows to requite, and ſhortly to make his return, redeem and 
ranſom the ingratitude of bis long ſtay from her. He ſhews this Letter of hers to his two old 
Comrades, Aſtonicus and Donato, for their friendſhip and familiarity is till ſo great, as they 
cannot,they will not forſake each ocher ) who infinitely tax his unkindneſs, and condemn his 
inconſtancy, in ſequeſtring himſelf ſo long from ſo ſweet and fair a Miſtreſs as Imperis. Now 
for the ſpace of ſom- ten days Mor:ſixi feaſteth his friend Mercario in Aleppo, wherein he forgets 
ngt continually to folemnize his Imp*ris's healch in thebeſt and richeſt Greek wines ; at the end 
where! ( very bountifully rewarding his love and pains, for ſooften crolling thoſe dangerous 
Seas in his behal* )he chargeth him with his Letrer in anſwer of his,and in requical of her brace- 
ler of ſparks of Diamonds, he returns and ſends her a fair chain of Gold, and a rich Diamond 
Ring tafine1 co the end che: eof, with a pair of Turkiſh filver embroydered bracelets, and ſo 
commits him to the mercy of the Winds and S:as ; who in (ix weeks after arrives ſafely to Au- 
cona, and the nexr morning polts away to Lererta, where repairing ſecretly to Bondino's houſe,he 
finds ont his daughter Imperia ator e,folirtarily walking at the farchercnd of the Garden among 
ranks of Sycamour and Olive trees : Who no ſooner efpies Mercario, but all her blood flaſhing 
Into her face tor joy, (he ſpeedily trips away towards him, who (after ſalutes) bidding him a 
thouſand tim*'s welcom home, and he giving her Moreſeni's Letter & Token,ſhe claps the laſt in 
her pocker,and haſtily kiſſing and breaking up the ſeals of the firſt,fteps afide a pace or ewo, and 
therein finds and reads theſe lines. MOR O- 
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MOROSINI to IMPERIA, 


: hs. ſweet beauty, and rich affection and cont ancy ſhall not only command my reſolution but my ſelf, 
and it 1s impoſſible either for my pro fin or reputation 10 give but to receive a Law thereof ;, for thy 
requeſts being to me commands, and conſequently 1by felicity and miſery equally mine , I will therefore 
tn and ba ſtew the time of my ſtay, and ſo convert # whole yeer into @ few monetbs : For if Imperia 
hb, Palmerius bis Wife, Morotini cen then never be either bimſelf or his own friend, and ts write 
thee the life of my beart, a: thou baſt now the beart of thy ſoul, 1131 not the ambition of s Conſulary dig- 
nity, 07 all the treaſure of Turky, or the Indies, which ſbalt keep me from enJ ing of my fair and 
ſweet [mperiazin whoſe divine cheeks andeyes my beart ba1b imparadized all my mt ſovereign eartbly 
felicity : So that I not only d:ny but de fie that Palmerius, or any otber of the world, is capeble to lowe ber 
the thouſand part, ar ſo tenderly or dearly «« my ſelf ; 10 whoſe ſake and ſurvice 1 will ſtill be found ready 
to lay d-wn my beſt blcod, and to proftitute and ſacrifice my deereſt life. O then, my fair and ſweet In1- 
ria, live therefore my dear Wife, and Moro. will affuredly die thy leving and conſtant Huband, 
and thou ſhalt briefl; ;ee 1b ut I w1ll bate ingrat ituag asJ mach a thy incon ſider ate F ather loves and in- 
tends crne(ty toward: thee,aud muke thee as J yfull in my priſence, #8 thoyſwriteſt me thou art afflicied and 
forrewfa! in my abſence. I come my ſees imp<cria, and if I want Wind; or Sear to bring me to thy bleſ- 
ſed preſence, my ſighs ſhall increaſe the one, and my tears ſupply and augment the otber to effe& it. Pre- 
theref re thy beart and eyes to ſee and ſalnte me,os 1 do mune arms and lips to embrace and kiſs thee, 
and 1 h11b bope andreſt confident, that my prayer s and conftancy ſeconded by thine, will make thy F a- 
ther: obſi1nacy vain, and prove Palmerius bis attempts and bopes ridiculous, in thinking to bave thee 
to bis Wife, who art already mine by choiſe and promiſe. 


MOROSINI, 


This Letter of Aoroſixi affords no fmall muſick tothe heart, or melody to the minde of our 
Impe- ia,to ſhe ſweetly and carefully creaſurerh it up in her breft and memory, and now in hope 
of h s ihorc return, ſhe leaves no Church nor Chappel in or about Loretto unfrequented to pray 
for i« 3 y"4, (he is ſo religious and vertuous, as ſhe gives her ſelf wholly to prayer, the ſooner 
to obcarn it + whiles (in che mean time) her cruel Father Bondino (contrary to her expeRtaci- 
on -n id: fires) cuts her out new work , in reſuming his old reſolution to marry her to her 
ol Lover Palwerizs who ſtill Joves her fo tenderly that for her fake, he will not forſake Los- 
retto «0 live in Ancona, fo that here the Reader is prayed to underftand and know, that Bondixo 
fivally, (and once for all) to caft his daughter Imperiz and her affeRion from Moroſini co Pol- 
merizes, (ezing that all other means will not prevail, hc infinitely debars her of her liberty,takes 
away trom her, her chiefeſt apparel and jewels (the delight and glory of young Ladies and 
Gentlew--men) as alſo her bett viands and diet, 2nd in a word intreateth her ſo rigorouſly, as 
(up--the matter) he makes her more his priſoner then his daughter. Imperis who was never 
her: rofore acquainted with ſuch {harp ſeverity and courſe entertainment bires her lip and hangs 
her head herear. Bur the more ſhe prays her Father to reſerve her for Adoroſixi, the more tyran< 
nouſly ne commands her ſpeedily co marry Palmerixs,fo that all her ſighs and ecars to the con» 
trary du rather exaſperate then appeaſe his indignation againſt her,and now (he finds the long 
ſay of M4rr: ſeni from her, not only to exceed her firſt expeacion, but alſo his laſt promiſes to 
her in his Letter, and is inforced to ſee, that her Father is as cruel as Palmerixs is obſtinate and 
. ref>lute in his ſuit to her. She hath nothing co comfort her but the memory and letters of 

Mcuofini,and yet nothing doth ſo much contound her hopes and patience,as her Fathers cruelty 
in croſſing this her affeQion. Bur at laft deſpairing of Moreſizi's return, and vanquiſhed by her 
Fathers cyrannie, ſhe (with an unwilling willingneſs) is inforced to ſuffer her ſelf to be over» 
come by him, as alſo ro permit the walls of her atfe@ion, and the bulwarks and fortifications 
of her conſtancy to be battered and razed down, by the inceſſant follicitations, gifts, and pray- 
ers of Palmeriws ; Sothat forgetting her promiſe, and herſelf, and putting a rape on her for- 
mer reſolution, ſhe is at laſt contrafted and married to him, or rather to the calamities and 
miſe: ies which we fhall ſhortly ſee will enſue thereof. 

Here now then this old dotard Palmerizs is married to fair Imperis, who efteems himſelf as 
Poppy as ſhe finds her ſelf anfortunate in this match. His Age istoo old for her Youth, and 

r Youth far too young for his Age; Diſparity of years ſeldom (or never)breeds any true con- 
tent or felicity in Marriage. He cannot futficiently eſtimate, much lefs deſerve or requice the 
dainties of her youth,ſo chat truth muſt here needs implore this diſpenſation for me of modeſty, 
to aticm that his chiefeſt power was deſire; and his beſt performance bus luſt cowards ' 
her ; for whiles every night, as ſoon as ke comes to bed to her, he falls co his 
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{l:epz ſo poor young Gentlewoman ſhe turns to ber 1 epencar crquiliing (140m her. very heert &; 
foul) -that her Husbdands bed were her grave, and that her Nuptials had bein her Funeral, A. 
thouſand times cvery day and night ſhes accuſeth hcr Fathers cruclty and (with bitter fighs 
and tcars) as often condemneth her own levity and inconſtancy tor conſenting thereunto, She 
can ncicher; honour or love her husband, or rather not love him, becauſe ſhe ſo tenderly Joyey 
the pzrſon, and honoureth the memory of Moroſini. Thus whiles Palmerivs retaineth and ep. 
joycrh our Imperis in his bed, no lefs doth ſhe her Morofii in her heart, fo that the firſt hath 
only her body, but the ſecond wholly her minde and affection , the ſorrowfull conlideration 
and remembrance whereof,doth ſo torment her heartand perplcx her mind, that ſhe protcfteth 
publickly to her ſelf, and privately ro all che world, that therc is no calamity cquall to hers, 
nor no miſery comparable to that of-a diſcontented bed. Thus being as much a maid asa wife, 
and yet morca Nun than a maid, ſhe makes ſpiritual Books her cxecrciſe,ſolicarineſs her paſtime, 
hcr camber her chappel,and her Cloſer her Oratory to pray to God to forgive her Fathers cry. 
elcy, and her Husbands indiſcretion towards her, as alſo her own inconftancy and treachery to. 
wards Morcſinizwhich foul ingratitude and crime of hers ſhe cannot remember but with extream 
gricf, nor once think of, but wich infinite ſhame, ſorrow, and repentance. Although this 
hcr o!d husband Palmerius, be fo amorous and kind to herand fo tender of this his fair yo 
wiie, that he icaves no coſt unbeſtowed on her, aſwcll in rich apparel, as Chains and Jewels, 
whercin the Ladics and Gentlewomen of Italy chiefly pride themſelyes. But this was not the 
cyntent and tclicity which our Imperia deſired becauſe deſerved z becauſe her freſkyouth, and 
her Husbands feeble and frozen Age, caft her hearg on other oppoſite conccits, and her mind on 
uther diff:ecnt contemplations. 

Wailes thus Bondino and Palmerius as much rejoyce as Imperia mourns and grieves at this her 
uncq-1al and difcontented Match, and Mreſini confidently relying on the firme affe&tion and 


\ conſtancy of his Imperia made his ſtay in Aleppo, ſome ten moneths longer than his promiſe to 


her. H: atlaſt led by the ſtarof her beauty and his own aff.Qion to her, leaves Jurky, and(in 
company of his conſtant old Friends Aftenicus and Donato) ſets ſail for Italy, and pu 

puts in with their ſhip into Ancone, where they and he are no ſooner arrived,but Mercario finds 
ing him out, entertains him with the welcom of this ſorrowful news, that his Miftris Imperia ig 
now in this City of Axcona, and Marricd to old Seignior Palmerius, whereat Morofini infinite» 
ly grieves and Aftonicxs and Donato much wonder. He is ftricken at the heart at this ſorrowfull 
news, and (tootoo ſoon for him) believes it with as much aftliQion as admiration. By this 
time likewiſe is Imperia advertized of his and their arrival, whereat ſhe ſeems co drown her 
ſelf in a whole deluge of tears ; yer not for ſorrow, but for joy of his arrival. He imploys 
Aerearioto her toigrant him a private viſit, the which moſt joyfully the next night ſhe doth 
in her own houſe, - old Husband being in bed, and ſnoring faſt aſlcep.” At Moroſini's firſt 
fight and entrance into her chamber (where (be all alone privately lays for him) ſhe throws 
hc {elf on her knees at his fect, and with (ighs, tears, and bluſhes begs his pardon for her un- 
conſtancy in marrying Palmerizs, the which ſhe no way attributes to his long ſiay, but. rather 
tz her Fathers cruelty and her own misfortune. Morofsni is as joyfull of her ſight as forrow- 
tull of this her error, and ſo will not permit her to kneel,becauſc he ſees and knows, and alfo 
allyrech her, chat ſhe is ſtill che Goddeſs of his heart and affeftion. He takes her up in his 
arms , and there embraceth and freely pardons her, and ſo they reciprocally ſpeak each to 
other in the ſweet Language of love, | mean of kiſſes, ſighs, and cearr, with the laſt whertof, 
they again and again, bedzw and walh each others cheeks, as if love had made them far more 
capable to {igh then ſpeak, and to weep than ſigh : Here their old affcQions revive, and flame 
forth a new with more violence and impetuokity. She hath no power to deny him any thing, 
no not her ſelf. For as he ſwears to live her ſervant, ſo fhe conftancly vows to live and die his 
handmaid,and that his will ſhall ever be her Law,and his _— in all things her commands, 
Here his hear beats for love, and her breft pants for joy. For as he promiſeth her, that (be 
ſhall be his ſole and only love; ſo ſhe willingly) forgets her (elf fo far, as ſolemnly to pro- 
teſt ro him, that he ſhall be more her husband than Palmerixs, when wich many embraces and 
kiſſes, they for that night part. 

The next morning Moroſini and his two Conſorts Affoniens and Donato (by the feigned way 
of a rejoycing complement) do viſit his young Miltris Imperia, and her old Huzband Polme- 
Yius, who (more out of his own goodneſs then their deſerts) bids chem all moſt kindly and 
cou teouſly welcome They congratulate with him for this his happy match with Imperis, 
for which, old Palmerixs reſpe&tively thanks them, but he knows not what dengerous ſnakes 
luik under the green leaves of this their pretended fair courtefhe. As for his Wife A 
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ſh: is {o reſerved in her comportment , and fo coy in her carriage towards them, that ( accor- 
dingto the cultome of Italy ) her Huzband can hardly perfwade or cauſe her to ſee and fallute 
them, the which ar laſt(he taintly andfainedly performs , rather with an eye of diſdain than 
ofreſpet. They all ſce the young Wite with love and pity, bur look on her old Husband with 
contempt and envy 3 yet Morofini then and there in ftcalth ſees Imperia's heart in her eyes,when 
in counterchange, ſhe knowes his heart by his cnamoured lookes and countenance : So Pal- 
werius (being as innocent as aged) having diſcouſed with them about their voyage,and abour 
Twhkje and Conftantinople,and courteouſly prayed them to be no ſtrangers to him and his houſe, 
whilcs che contrary winds kept them here in Aucone , which they readily and thankfully pros 
miſc him, they for this time take leave each of other, Aſtonicue and Doneto highly applauding 
the beauty of Imperia, and Moroſin: infinitely condemning and contemning the fimplicity and 
age of her old Husband P almerius. 

But this is not all, for that very after-noon Morofini (out of the intemperate heat and paſſion 
of bis love) by a confident Meſſenger ſends to pray, mperia to meet him at three of the clock in 
her Garden, which was a pretty way diftant from her houſe, the which ſhe joyfully grants him, 
and here it is where they meer, and where I am enforced to ſay, that in the Pavillionor Ban- 
quetivg-houſe of this Garden, theſe our two youthfull lovers (after a thouſand ſweer kiſſes 
and embraces) firſt received each of other thoſe amourous delights and pleaſures, which mo- 
defly will nor, and chaſtity and honefty cannot permit me to mention, as alſo for that theſe 
pils of ſugar arc moſt commonly candid in bitter wormwood and gall, and but too frequently 

e hogey to the palate, bur poyſon to the heart and ſoul. 

And here in this her Garden ( Ifay again ) was the very firft time and place where our fair 
Imperia, who was ſo famous in Lorettoand Ancona for her Picty and Chaſtity , forgetting 
the firſt, made ſhipwrack of the laft,& where of a Gentlewoman of honour, ſhe loſt her honor by 
commictingthis her beaftly fin of ſenſuality & Adultery. When the winds, which were contary to 
Morofinies voyage proved fo favourable and propitious to his luftfullidefires,. that he thinks of 

ing lefſ= than of his return to Venice, nor of any thing ſo much as of his ſtay here: in Ar> 
cong, with his fair and ſweet love Imperia; who likewiſe finds lefle content and pleaſure in 
the compauy of her husband Palmerius than ſhe for, and now far more in her dear friend 
Moroſin: than ſhe cither dreamt or expefted : In which triviall regard, and finfull confideration 
ſhe (in a manner ) abandons the firſt , and gives her ſelf wholly over to the will and pleafure of 
the ſecond, and ſo turning the cuſtome of thefe their laſcivious daliances into a habir, and that 
into a ſecond nature , both in her Garden, and her own houſe,ſhe very often (both by day and 
nighs) commits this bitter-ſweet fin of Adultery with Aorofini , whereof a ſubtile young Ne» 
phew of Palmerius, of ſome cighteen years old, who was his Sifters Son,and tearmed Richardo, 
rakes cxa& and curious notice y and once among the reſt he, peepes inat the key-hole of his 
Aunts Chamber door, and there ſecs her and Seignior Adoroſrur:on the bed together, and in no 
l& familiarity then was requeſite or could be expefted betwixt his Unkle her Husband Pal- 
merius and her {elf z wher ſecretly envying and hating her, becauſe he was afraid ſhe 
ſhould bearc away all, or at lcaft the greateſt part of his ſaid Linkles Eftate and Wealth from 
him (who for want of Children, hoped that he therefore ſhould be his adopted Heire) he 
therefore malicioufly beares the remembrance of this objc& and accident in his mind, with an 
intent that when occaſion ſhould hereafter preſent the report and knowledge thereofto his ſaid 
 Unkle, be might juſtly cauſc him wholly to heave and razz her out of his good opinionand 
affetion. 

As for Meroſini and Imperia they (notwithſtanding all this) do ftill frongly cndea- 
vour to blcar the eycz of her Husband Palmerius,, who ( thinking his Wife to be as chafſt ag 
fair, and rather a Diana than a Lais), out of his good nature doth ſometimes in his houſe 
feaſt Morofini and his two Conſora Afonicus and Donato : Bat they will prove pernicious and 
facall guefts co him, for cre long we ſhall ſee them requite this hoſpiralicy and courtcfie of his 
with a prodigious and treachcrous ingratitude, In which wean time all Ancone reſounds 
of the great expence and profuſe prodigality of Moreſini, and hiztwo Aﬀociats, for they 
bere Revell it our in the beſt Tavernzs and Companies of the City , and not only exceed 0+ 
thers, but alſo them(ſclves, in the richnel(s and bravery of their Apparcll, but moſt eſpecially, 
Morofini, whoſe Apparcll is cvcry way fitter for an Italian Nobleman, than a Venetian Mer» 
chance. Oar Luſttull and Lafcivious Imperia is never well contented or pleaſed bur in 
his preſence , and her Husbands a2bſcncez and here to relate the truth of her heart, Morsfini 
is more her Husband than Palmeriusz or rather Palmerius is bur the ſhadow, and 


Moroſini the cficntiall ſibſtance of her Husband,, and therefore (I defire the —_ bO 
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kne w and remember) chart in chat regard and contideration | haye purpoſcly cnticled this His 
ſtory not tobe of Pelmeriusand Imperia, but of Moroſini and Imperia. 

Morofini, Aftonicus, and Donato (in their Lodging and Chambers) have many times many 
privatc ſpeeches and conferences, what pitty is it chat ſo ſweet and faire a young Gentlewo- 
man as Imperis, ſhould (by the conſtrainc of her unkind and crucll Father) thus be clogged 
and chained in Marriage to ſo old a Dotard as Palmcorizs , (for a more favourable Epithite 
their Vanity and Folly could not afford to give bim) and Aforofini (in the dumb cloquence 

nd Logick of Imperis's fighes and teares) apparantly beleeves chat (in her Heart and Soul ) 
the infinicly dcfireth and wiſheth chat P a/merixys were in Heaven,and himfelf now her Huzband 
here on earth in his place: He reads as much in her lookes and Countenance , and is 
therefore confident that her hears and ambicion aſpire to no ſweeter earthly felicity. He 
hath not loft his Wir in his AﬀeRion , nor wholly drowned his Judgement , either in the 
freſh Roſes and Lillies of her Beauty , or in the reſplendant luftre ot thoſe ſparkling Dia- 
monds and vans wr ou He m_ chat his oy is farr "> ge ” prey hand ex 
tration, and yet is prodigalicies and expences (both in Twrkey and Italy) are far ſupe. 
riourand above his Eſtace : He would fainc ( therefore ) find out che manes to bear up his 
then I ſay what his demands could not obtain of her, his kiffes do, when ſwearing him to ſe- 
port , and conſequently to peeſerve his Reputation with the whole world , the which ke e- 
ſteemes equall co his life , ifnort above it. He knowes that Imperis is already tore h's Wife 
than her biabends , and is very confident that he can make her apt for any impreſſion, and 
capable of any deſign 5; which may advance his own fortun«s, and confirm both their contents 
whereunto conjoyning the ſweetnefſe of her Beauty, and the exccllency of her Feature,” and 
the excceding great Wealth of her old Huzband, he adding all theſe conſiderations together, 
they here weigh h im down to Hell and Satan, by terminating his thoughts & fixing his heart 
upon this Helliſh Reſolution,” to ſeud him ſpeedily to Heaven in a bloody winding ſheet; 
and no other charicable thought, or Chriſtian cenfidcration can divert him trom this inhy- 
mane and bloody projeR, neither can he poſlibly reap any truce of his thoughts, or peace f 
his Heart, before he have attempred and finiſhed it. 

Towhich cnd, the very next Night that ke lay and wantonized in Bed wich his Impeuris, 
( for God knowes her o1d Husband lay but ſeldome with her) and finding her extraordinarily 
co figh, he layes hold of this advantage, and opertunity, and very earneſtly demands of her 
what aylcs ——_—— tongue then ficd co her heart,becauſe her heart was then flying from 
God to the Devill, ſo fhe continues her fighing, but is ſtill mate and returns him no anſwer, 
Till at laft Ador-fini ſuſpeRing that in her which his defired, and his deſires hoped for, 
then | ſay what his demands could not obtain of her, his kifſcs do, when ſwearing him tos 
creſic,ſhe (after many far fercht fighes) tells him 3 that ſhe loves him ſo dearly and tendery, at 
for his ſake (he either wiſheth her ſclte in her Grave, or her Husband Palmerixs in Heaven ; 
which is the ſweet Muſick and melody that Morefini cxpeAs, and which tohis unexpreſlable 
joy he now reccives from her, Ing her theprincipall and intereſt of this her deareſt 

ve and affeQion towards him, many kiſſes; he paſſionaly intreats her, that ſhe will 
imploy him to finiſh this pleaſing Tragedy, but ſhe is again mute hereat,and therefore he agai 
more earneſtly intreates her to confer this favour on him ; Who then taking Counſell of her 
Lut, and of Hell, ſhe grants his firſt Requeſt herein with filencc, but his ſecond with 
a free and Checrfull Conſent, When ( as two Wretched and Bloody Miſcreants) they 
reciprocally ſwear ſecrefie herein each to other, as alſo that they will ſpeedily diſpatch himy 
and (o in a vary ſhort time after Marry each other, and no longer live in A NCON 4 but 
in VENICE, But whatafatall, whata Helliſh contra&t was this? which = 
confirm as well with Oaths as Kifſcs, and how at one time do I piety both their Youth and 
Folly,and hate their obſcene affeRions each to other ; and their foul crimes unto God herein ! 
They cannot content themſclyes with Luft but with Blood, for they are ſo reſolutly inhumane 
and impious, as they will needs adde Murther to Adultery, as if onc of thoſe two foule finnes 
were not enough ſufficient to make both of them wrethed in this Life,if noc miſerable in that 
to come; But the Dcvill is ſo ſtrong with them as they vow to advance,and diſdaine to retire 
in the perpetration of this deplorable buſinefſe ; So from the matter they proceed to the 
manner hereof. Aforoſexi propoſeth Poyſon, but Imperis rejefts this his opinion, as bein 
dangerous both in the procuring and adminiftring. When ſhe propoundeth to have him fti 
by nigh in his Bed, to the which efter ewo or three pauſes and conſiderations, he will and 
freely eonſenteth. So hereon they both do finally agree and reſolve. Bat beozuſe Morofoni 
knowe#his Imperis to be a wiſe and weak Woman, and therefore fitter for counſel than cx% 
cution , and himſelf alone gm—_— not ſtrong enough (with ſafety ) to perform it 
without ſome other mens nce, he therefore tells her that he will likewiſe engage 
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his faichtull tricnds and companions Aftenicus and Danato herein. But Imperia is exrr:amly 
againft it, as grounding her apprebenfion and fear upon this Maxime. That as once is more 
capable and prop:r ro kecp counſell then two, fo conſ<quently arc two than four. Bir when 
(in anſwer hereof he vows and ſwears to her that they are no Teſs his fai. htull friends and | 
ervants than he hers; then ( with much alacrity and joyYſhe yeelds thereunto , ſo they con» | 
ficming this their agreement with wany Oachs, and ſcaling it with a world of kiſſes, he leaves þ 
this bis fair ſwcer-bcart in bcd, and ar break of day departs from her,and ſo hies him home to 
his own Lodging to his two companions Aſtonzcus and Denato, who( the premiſes conlidered) | 
do perſeftly know, at what midnight Maſs he hath bcen, what ſhrine he bath viſited, and | 
what Saint adorcd and praycd to. 
Some three hours after they all call for their breabfaſts, the which as ſocn as they have ta- 
ken and ended, (for till as yer the wind is contrary for th:m1o ſet fail for Venice ) Moriſini 
prayes them forthwith to walk with him up to the Pome('er Cathedrall Church)of that Ci- 
cy which ſtands over ic on a high rocky hill,and there proudly looks up towards the Mountains 
of Loretto , and Recagnati, and down to the azar'd pl:ins and valleys of the Adriatique Sca | 
(whereon Boreas rings bis Northern pcals, and Neptune danceth bis Southerne Lavulta's.) 
So here in this famous Church , (which was buile tor offering up religious prayers 
to God, and not for making upbloody conferences and contrafts to, and with the Devill ) 
Morofini firſt acquaints them with this buſineſs,and with his , and his Imperiaes moſt carncit | 
prayers, and aff:Qionate requeſts for their afliftance therein ; Sith the life of her old doating if 
Hasband wasno leſs their zfliftion and mifcry , than this his death would infallibly prove l 
thei proſperity, triumph and glory ,becauſe (he was formerly contraftcd to himfelk, I. ng be- | 
fore he marricd her ; which ſhe was enforced and conftraincd to do through the cracley and k 
eyrannic of her Father. Now as their needs not many gocd words end perſ{wzfions to bafe q 
hearts , and _— and prophanc ſouls,who of th:mſclves arc already difpyſed to wickedneſs | 
and prepared to finfull ations : So (becauſe of Moreſfinr's old friendſhip and familiarity, of Im- 1 
perias berfi:y, and her old Huzband Palmerius his exceeding great wealth and riches) theſe ewo | 
graccleſs wretches Aforicus and Donato do cheerfully promiſe Aforofini , the very utmoſt of | 
their poſſible powers for the accomplifhment hercof, whereon they all three doe there ſolemnly i 
and intcrchangeably give their hands and oaths, as alſo for cternall ſecrefie, Which done 
they return to their Lodgingg and at dinner (when they had - arm ſent away their Scr» 
vants , 23 alſo thoſe of the houſe ) they in very great glafſcs of A/banie wine, do on their knees 4 
drink healchs to the proſperity of this their intended great bufine(s : The which after dinner j 
Moroſini (with much joy ) flly relates to his Imperie, and ſhe (for her part ) underſtands and h! 
reccives it from hira with no leſs delight and exhileration. When being ( as ſtrongly ſeduced © [ 
and provoked by their laſcivious defires, as they were mecrly propagated and engendred by the | 
Devil who was thefirſt and ſole Author thereof ) impatient of all delayes they conclude to 
fioiſh chis buſineſs the ſecond night after, (which(asT have been credibly informed in Ancona) 
was the very Eve of the purification of the blefſed Mary ſo famous and famouſed in a 
hereon theſe our two luftfull and lewd Lovers Morefini and Imperia do give and take exat and i} 
curious dire&ions cach from other , both of the hour and the manner, thereby the beucr to | 
diſpatch it, with lefſc danger and more affurance and facility; And they are fo laſcivious in 
their wiſhce, ſo vain and prophane in their hopes, ſo cruell and inhomane in their defires, and 
fo feirce and bloody in their-reſolutions,at they think every hour an age before they ſee it ef- il 
feftcd. All this while our innocent and harmcleſs old Palmerins, albeit he have the will, but not 
the power to pleaſe his young wife Imperis by night. yet by day (yea and almoſt every day) 
he hath both the porver and will to beſtow ſome rich gifts and preſents on her, and torain 
down ſhowers of Gold into her lap, as Fove did to bis fair Danae, and as one way he heldie 
his felicity to gaze and contemplate on the excellency of her pure beauty, fo again he made ig 8 
his delight and glory to ſec her flant it out in rich and brave Apparrell, and alſoto provide | 
her the moſt rarcſt Viands and dainticſt dyct that Gold or Silver couffd procure. But poor Wl | 
Pabmerius(all this coſt and cqurrefie of thine to thy wife notwithſtanding ) 1am enforced to i 
write with equall pity to thee, and ſhame to her, little doſt thou conceive or zhink , what a | 
dangerous Cockatrice or p:rnitious Viper thou harboureſlt in harbouring her in thy Houſe, | 
thy Bed, thy Boſome. | if 
The diſmall night being now come, which theſe four ex:crable | have defigned and | 
deſtined for the finiſhing of this deplorable buſineſs, It is no ſooner twelve of the Clock by 
Morofinies watch, buthe with Ajtonicas and Donats (with their Rapicrs and Piftols withone 
any light )i ſa: forth their lodging, and preſently trip to Palmerius hoſe, where (according eo 
promiſe ) chey find the ſtreet door a little open and Wo afury of, H-I1) there ready to - 
n receive 
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receive them, when —__ I; were a time and place far more ficter for them ro tremblc than 


kiſs 3 yer fo fervent is the fire of Moroſin; and Imperias laſcivious and furious atf:Qion; as th 
cannot. yet refrain from giving cach other one, or two at leaſt, When leaving Dox.to ( with 
his Rapicr drawn) cloſe within the door, to guard and make it good againſt all oppoſing ang 
intervening accidents , Morofiui leads Imperia by her right arms, and Atonicus by ihc left, aryl 
ſo for the more ſecurity (purpoſely leaving their ſhoes below wich Donatoy «nd1 drawing on 
wollen pumps, they all thrce aſcend the ftairs when ſhe ( with wondertull filence ) firſt con. 
dats them to her own Chamber( which was ſome two diſtant from grrrmg” where the 
windows bing cloſe ſbat, and a ſmall wax candle burning on her Table, and her Prayer-book 
by ie wherein(fill expcRing the hour of midnight)ſhe filently reads whiles the Devil held the 
candle to her, ſh: there gives each of them a pillow to work this damnable faQ, having ſilently 
given ſuch order , that her Hugbands Nzphew Richards, and all the fervants of the houſe, were 
gone to b:d above three hours before : Thus this treacherous ſhe-devill Imperia(tor | can ng 
more tearm her a woman, much cſs a wife, and leaſt ofall a Chriſtian is the facall guid eg 
bloody Moroſini and Ajtoxicus, who brings them firſt to the door of h:r old Huzband Palme. 
rius his Chamber, which ſhe had purpoſcly left a little open, and then to his bed, who is decp- 
ly and ſoundly ſleeping in his innocency towards them, as they were but too too wide waki 
in their invercrat malice againſt him, ſh: keeping the dovr , and Moroſini ftanding by one fide 
of the b:d, and A{tonicus by the other , they there (in regard of his impotencic and weakneſs) 
dacafily ftifle him to death, not ſo much as ſuff:ring him eicher once to crie or ſcreech ; and 
then then tomake ſure workzthey ſpecdily and violently thrult a ſmall Orcnge into his mooth, 
thereby the berrer to cover and colou out this their villanie to the world , in making all 
men bclecy:, that it was Palmerins himſelf who had put that Orenge into hig own 
mouth, thereby purpoſely to deftroy himſelf z when leaving his breathleſs body in his bed,they 
fecretly ifſuc torth the Chamber , and ſhe draws faſt the door after ker, and ſo deſcends with 
them down the ſtairs to the Street-door , where with much triumph, joy, and thanks between 
them all, Moroſini giving his Imperia many kifſes, and ſhe deſiring them all three fnmediatly 
to repair © their Lodgings, and not to ſtir thence eill they hear from her, which ſhe promileth 
Morofixi ſhall be as ſoon as conveniently and poſſibly ſhe can, they depart home : When ſhe firſt 
ſoftly bolting the Serect-door , and then her own Chamber- door, ſhe preſently(with much ſe> 
curivy » and no repentance ) betakes her ſelf to her bed, where (vilde wretch that ſhe is) ſheng 
more wakes fnr gricf at the life, but now {lceps for joy at the death of her old doating Husband 
Patmerins. Bur we ſhall not go for, before we (ce God convert thele her triumph into tears, 
and this her falſc joy into true rhiſeric and confugion for the ſame. 

The manner thus. 

Whites Moreſini, Atonicus, and Doxatodo in their Lodging , for joy of this their blbudic 
fa, carowſe the rem1inder of the night, and the next morning keep their beds till nme of the 
clock, without once thinking of God or Heaven or of fearing cither Hell or Satan z Imperie 

tring an Angels face on her devilliſh heart, gocs(according to her accuftomed manner )abourt 

x of  & cloek.in the morning away with her waiting- maid, and her Praycr-book and Bcads 
In hand, to hear Maſs at Saint Francis (which is the Gray. Frycrs ) Church near to the Jews 
Sereet , with an intent eo Rtay there in her Oraiſons-rill paſt cight. Bur Jet the reader judge, 
with whata prophane zcal and prodigious and impious devotion fhe doth it 3 as alſo farther 
know, that God who is the great ] of Hcaven and Earth(in his ſacred Juftice) is now re 
ſolved to bring this lamentable murthering of Palmerius to dereRion and light , and to pro» 
claime m publiſh ic eo che ſight and knowledge of the world by a way no leſs firange than 

Within tcfs than half an hour that Imperia went away to Maſs to Saint Francis Church, an 

of Loretto, who dwelt there at the fign of the Crown, named Antonio Her bas , ar- 
rives there in Anconeto Palmerius houſe, with a Letter for him from his Father Bondino ; who 


Mfpcaking with his Ncyghew R ichards, he delivereth and ſendeth up the Letter to bis Unckle, 


who ehen opening the latch of his Chamber door , he no ſooner entereth , but with his too be 
frumbles at a pair of rich Glover, which taking up, and knowing” them to belong to Seignior 

j, becauſe ſome two or three dayes together he had ſeen him wear them, he with a tmile 
elaps them into his pocket , and fo giving his Unckle the good morrow , he advanceth up to 
his bed, to deliver is Letter : When with drawing the Curtains , hee( contrary to hiscx- 
peRation) finds him dead, and well-near cold in his bed, with a whole' ſmall Orcnge in his 


mouth ; whercat hce makes ſo lamcutable and forrowfull an out-crie that the noiſe thewof 
brings up wo ſervants of the houſe , co enquire and know what whe cauſe thereof might 


Who 
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Who being likewiſe ſad ſpcRators of this their Maſters fudain and uiitoriunare death, they 
conceive and beleeve , that he had voluntarily ftopped his own breath , and deſtroyed him#clt 
by parting this Orenge in his mouth, and that his tace being black and ſwollen, was only his 
own ftrugling for lite againſt death; which opinion of theirs, in common ſenſe and reaſon was 

ble cnough, if God had not here reſolved to diſprove ity in verifying and making appa- 
raat the contrary. For Kichardo ( who wat of a pregnant wit , and of a ſhirp and 
ick a moo ) confidering that theſe were Morofini”s Gloves which he found there 
in his Unckles Chamber; and his memoric now tclling his heart, what lefcivious daliances 
and{obſcenc embraces and familiarity his cyes had lately ſeen and known bety een him and his 
Aunt Imperia, as alſo that God heretofore prompted and informed his ſoul , that they both 
had an <quall (hare and hand in this lamentable murtber of his Unckle, and that ir was far b:r- 
ter for him juſtly co reine her now, then ſhe unjuſtly co begger him» h:reatcer ; Hee therefore 
with tcars in his cycs)prayes the ſervants to ſtay a liccle while in the Chamber with his dead 
Cole cill his return 3 and then (with thoſe Gloves in his pocker, and this Lerter in his hand) 
be ſpeeds away to the Podeſtate (or criminall Judge) of this City , named Scignior Ludovicus 
Ceranno, and in a paſſionate and ſorrowfull fpecch makes kim know as much as himſclf knows 
of this lamentable murther of his Unckle Palmerins , forthe which he ſtrongly chargeth Mo- 
rofini and his ſaid Aunt Imperiz to be the Author and AQtor, and fo craves Juſtice on them both 
for the ſame. This grave perſonage is very ſorrowfull at this lIam:ntable accident, and like= 
wiſe at this relation and accuſation of Richardo, as well for the yanner thereof, as for the qu2- 
lity ofthe perſons who he hears and fears are intereſted herein, when walking a turn or two, 
deeply contemplating hergon in his Chamber , he fits himſelf down in his Chair; and then 
{bidding Richardo approach nearer to him he ſcrioully demands of him theſe four Queſtions. 
Firſt, if he were affured that theſe were Morofin:'s Gloves 3 to which Richardo anſwered, he per- 
fe&ly knew them co be his, for that he had ſeen him wear them three or four ſeverall times. 
Secondly , where Moroſini was lodged in that City; whereat he replyed , that he and his rwo 
affociats, Aftonicus and Donato , lay at the ſign of the Ship uponthe Key. Thirdly, where 
he thoughe his Aunt Imperia now was; whereart ke tells him,the is now in Saint Frexcis Church 
in her devotione. And tourthly, what Lerter that was which he held faſt ſcaled in his hand; 
when he alſo inform:d him, that this was the very ſame Letter which he formerly told him 
of , the which Scignior Boxdino (the Father to his Aunt Imperie)ſent to his Unckle this morn- 
Ing from Loretto, by an Inn-keeper of that Town, nam<d Antonio Herbas, whom he ſaid he 
had brought along with him toafficm ſo much; the which being called up before the Podeftate 
he upon his corporall Oath did ſo : when che Podeftate taking thai Letter from Richardo,and 
breaking up theScals thereof, he finds ie to ſpeak this language. 


BONDINO to PALMERIUS. 


| Foe # ſenſible grief to me, when I firſt beard of Moroſini's arrivall from Tarkie to Anconaz 
Þ but far the greater, when I fince underjtend of his long and lingring tay there: and to write thee 
the truth of my heart, my thoughts by day , and my dreams by mght, do ftill prompt and aſſure me, 
that as it is likely be will attempt ſomething againſt the Chaſtity of 7 Wifg my Daughter, ſo it is uot 
impoſſible for him likewiſe to plot ſomewhat againſt thine own life; for by nature and inclination 1 
beare be is very malicious and revengefull. If be depart ſpeedily ts Venice, then burn this Letter in 
Ancona (which I now ſend thee there by my ntighboxr Anconio Herbasz) but if be farther protraft 
bis ſtay therez then ſpeedily bring thy ſelf and thy Wife away to me here in Loreto; where my Houſe 
ſhall be a SanQuary for ber, and a Caftle and Cittadel for thy ſelf : Slight not rhis my carefull and 


tender advice to thee, but ratber reſolve with conf lence, that as God gave it firſt ro my beart,ſo from 
my heart I moſt affetionatly now (end it to thee. ; 


BONDINO, 


, | . Nana , The 
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Thc Podeſtatc being aſcertained of all theſe Evidenecs, from the confeflion of Richards » the 
Gloves of Moroſini, the Letter of Bondino,and the acknowledgement of Herbas, although here- 
upon he verily believes that Paimerius was ſtifled in his bed by his Wite Imperia and her lover 
Morof.ni, yet (asa wiſe Judge anda prudent Magiſtrate) he will inform his knowledge of one 
important point more, for the better diſquifition and vindicacion of the truth of this deply. 
rablc bulin:{s : He will not ſend any ſubordinate Officer , but a privat friend of his, ta the 
Hoaft of the Ship upon the Key, where M:refini lodged, whoſe name he now knows to be $te- 
phan Fandi, and that (in favour of a Cupof Winc) keſhould ccurtcoully allure him homewo 
his houſc and preſence, the which chat fricnd of his performs ; where the Podeftate thentald 
him, that he hath been informcd by divers, that he is an honeſt man,and therefore in friendly 
ſort he prayes him to anfwer him the truth of three demands which be (hall make untohim, 
Firſts if Moreſini and his friends A/tonicus and Doneatolay in his heuſe all the laſt nighe, arif 
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with them in their Coach, where being arrived, Theſe,two young Genelemen, 
condu her up to a ht where notthe Lady their Mother , but the Podeftate their Fa» 
ther , (occompanicd with two other grave Officers of juſtice attended her comming; Their 


very firſt ſight is ſufficiently capable to daunt her courage with fear , and to tranſpierce her 
hear: and ſoule with ſorrow; When the Podeftate calling her co him, u with a fterne 


Conntenance gives her this cthundring peale for her good morrow and breakfaft, That 
hee is ſorry = that ſo fair a Gentlewoman ay her ſelf , ſhould harbour and enſhirine 


ſo foile a heart, That her good old Husband Seignior Pabneriusis this morning found 


Rifl-d to death in his B:d with an”. Orcnge in his mouth , and that hee both thinks 
and afſarcs bimſclfc » it is done by her, and by ha bloody Ruffin and Examourato _——_ 


fit XXV II. Morofini and Imperia. | 413 


for the which he ſaich hc is conſtrained (in bonour to Juſtice) to make ber Prilonerto rhe 
Pope his Holineſs, his Soveraign Lord and Maſter , whereat this falſe hypocrite Imperis (with 
a world of ſighs and tcars crics ous 2nd tels him, that ſhe lett her old Hushard Palimerirs in 
perfeCt health in his bed this morning, that therefore ſhe hopeth and trufterh in God he is not 
wurthered, or if hc be, that it muſt needs be done by his wretched Nephew Kickarde, who 
jmpaticatly gaped and hoped for his great wealth and riches, or clſe by ſome Devill in hi: 
ſhape, of his ſeducing and hiring him thereunto. That Moriſini is not her Rufhan or Ena- 
mouratos but a brave Marchant by his profeſſion , and 8n honourable Gentleman of Venice by 
birth avd cxtraftion, and that ſhe dares pawn her life tor his,that they arc both of them as in- 
nocent of this foul crime as the Infants who were born but the Jaſt night, and that ſhe hath 
far more reaſon to weep for the death of her Husband, than any way to fcar her own life, be- 
cauſe (he knows that God is the defender of Innocents, and the Protcfor of the righteous,with 
many other paſſionate and ſorrowfull ſpeeches conduRing and looking that way ; but theſe her 
ſpeech-8 and tears cannot prevaile with the Podeftate,for both he ard his two Colicgues do 
yet firmely beleeve that ſhe iv guilty of this inhumane murther 3 So he: impriſoneth ker in a 
Chamber of his own houſe for that day, and intends at night to ſend her tothe common 
Godle of that C icy. Now as ſhe is le |« rg between two Llſhers(or Scrjeants through a lo#- 
er room , where all the Podcſtatcs Sci vants and ſome few others of the City were flocked thi - 
ther co (ce hey paſs by, ſhe infinicly more caring for her Morofin:'s life, and fearing bis death 
than her ows, ic is her chance to eſpic Mercerio (whom we have formerly underſtood ſhe fent 
with her Letters to him to Ccn/tantinople and Aleppo , and knowing that the Serjeants would 
then difficaltly permic her to ſpeak with any of the company , ſhe amidſt her tcars bethinks 
her (cIf of a pretty pollicie; ſor as ſhe paſt choſe by Mercario ſhe purpoſely lets fall hee Gloves 
and wee Handkerchief for him to take up, the which he doth 3 and as he was ſtooping to ef- 
feQ ir, ſhe ſecretly and ſwiftly rounds him in his car thus. 1 pray go inſtantly upon the Kay 
to Mroſini”s lodging, and tell him that I am a Priſoner in the Podeftates houſe , for the buft- 
nefic he knows of , and therefore that he (and Ajtonicas and Donato) do ſpeedily provide for 
their afety, as alſo that if I had a thouſand lives I would willingly loſe and facritice them all 
for to preſerve bis, and that I will live and dye his moft loving friend and faithfull handmaid, 
_ the which as ſoon as ſhe had uttercd , ſhe is impriſoned in a dark Chamber : where ſhe hath 
none bur her guilty conſcience, the barc wallcs, and the ewo S:rjcants for her miſerable com+ 
, forters 3 and yet here(thinking to breath and draw ſome hope among all her diſpair and ſor- 
row:, [h: prayes one of the Serjeants to report her humble ſervice to the Lady Honorie the Po» 
deftates Wife,and to pray her to oblige and honour her ſo much as to ſee and ſpeak a word 
wich ber. But ſhe having been informed by th: Judge her Husband that heabſolutely held and 
bele:ved her to be the murtherer of her own Husband Seignior Palmerins , ſhe was too honou» 
rable to grant Inperia this courtefic, and therefore (in deteftation of her foul fat)highly dif- 
dained to afford her this charity and conſolation,and ſo flatly denies cither to ſce or ſpeak with 
her. And now do the Podeftarc,and his two Colleagues fit and debate in Councell with them- 
ſelves , how and in what manner to ſurpriz: Moroſini, Ajtonicus , and Donato , for although 
they arc not ſure, yet by their abſence the laft night from their lodging with Morofini they 
think that chey two are acceſſarics with bim hercinz Firſt, they are ot opinion to ſeize on their 
ſhip , which is at Anchor in the Roadz termed the Realro of — name l think derived and 
taken from the M-rchants Exchange of that City tearmed the Realto, or cle from the Realro 
Bridge,which (for ene Arch )is doubtleſs the rareſt , faireſt, and richeſt Bridge of the world) 
which ſhip was of ſome three hundred Tuns, and bore ſome twenty peeces of Ordnance, and 
then preſcntly after to ſcize on themſelves in their lodging. Butupon more mature delibera» 
tion, they reſolve to abandon this their opinion,and fo to (cize on their perſons, but not to ar- 
reſt or make ſtay of their ſhip; and although their zcal to juſticc,and baſt for their apprehen- 
fion be my great, yet Mercario out of his reſpets to Imperie, and affe&tion to Aforoſini tri 
pe down through the by-ftreets and neercft way to the Key ſo ſwiftly,as he had alrcady ths 
related him and his ewo conſorts the ſorrowfull news which Imperis ſent them by him. Where» 
at with fear in their hearts and courages, and amaz:ment in their looks and countenanc 
all three leap from their beds to their Swords, diſcharge their Inne , pack up their Truncks and 
baggage,and reſolve with all poſſible ſpecd to flye to their ſhip , and then if not with, yet a- * 
gainſt thy winds to put into Sca , and for their ſafety to leave Ancome, and (ayl for Venice.But 
yet here Aforoſini*s heart is perplex:d with ai houſand torments to underftand of his Imperia's 
eminent and apparcat danger , and with many H:ls inſtcad of one to fee that he muſt now thus 
——_ her dear fight and company, which he cvery way eftecms no leſs than cither his 
earthly telicity, or bis Heaven upon Earth. 


Nr 3g Buc 


FE Hs ne ee oe rr re ter pr nr rn mn rn nn Oar A AO 
I Es Ho a tt HE ts es 
. 


— 


Ou OS OD 
—— — — — —— — JO > OSD. 
CO — — — — em OR 


414- Goas Revenge again#t Maurther. Book VI 


©  Bnthere again violently called away by the importunate cryes of Atonicus and Donato, and 


yet far more by the confidcration of his own proper fear and danger; Mercario is no ſooner 
ftollen away trom them, but they all three with their ſwords drawn ruſh down the itayres with 
equall intents and reſolution to exchange their Inne for their ſhip , and thereby co metamor. 
phoſe their danger into ſecurity z But = (hall ſce that theſe weak and recling hop:s of theirg 
will nowdeccive them. For thcy find all doors of their Inn lockt within fide, and ſurroun. 
d:d aud belcagured without, with many armed Serjeants , Souldiers , and Citizzns for theip 
apprehenſion : And althongh Morefini, Aſtenicus , and Denato , were fo inflamed with their 
youthful blood and courage, as they were once g:ncroufly reſolved to fell their lives deerly, 
and with their Piftolls and Swords to prefer an honcurable to an infamous death, yer being far 
overmaltred with numbers and therefore enforced to take a Law of the ſtronger; Whereuntg 
they the ſooner hearken and conſent, in regard the Scrjcants and Officers do politickly cry oug 
co them, and pray them to yecld, as afficming that to their kuowledge their reſolution and 
fear doth far exceed the danger of their off:nces. They make a vertue of neceſſiry,and unlock. 
ing the doors of their Inne and Chambers, do cheerfully yceld up their perſons , Piſtols, and 
Swords to the Pop-s Officers of Juſtice, who as ſoon conveigh them all three to the common 
Priſon of that Ciry, which was the ſame wherein our not fv ſorrowfull as untortunat Twperig 
was already cntred,and where to her uncxpreflible grief, and Moreſin#s unparalleIFd zfli&ion 
and diſconfolation, ſuch «cxaft charge was given of the Podeſtatc, and ſuch curious heed ob» 
ſerved and taken of the Goaler, that he could nor poſſibly be permirred cither ta ſee or ſpeak 
with her, or ſh: with him, the which indeed they conceived to be far more: ſharp than their 
crime, and infinitely more bitter than the conſideration cither of their fear or danger. 

Now the news of theſe lamentablec accidents being ſpecdily poſted from Ancona to Loretrs, 
our Inperias crucll Father Boxdimo no ſooner is aſccreained thereof 3 Bur ſeeing his Son in law 


Palmerius murthered in his bed, and his Wife and his own only Daughter Imperia ( with hee 


Rafhan Moroſini and his two conſorts )ro be impriſoned as the authors , and aCtors thereof, he 
for the love he bore to her life and the render pitty and ſorrow he felt of the infamy of her ap- 
proaching death,ſuddenly fals fick, anddiczz whereof his impriſoned Daughter Imperia un» 
derſtanding, fhe(in regard of his former ſeverity towards ber) is ſo much paſlionat, and ſolictdle 
compaſſionar, as {he rather rejoyceth than Jamentcth at ic 3 Only ſhe prayes God to forgive 
his ſoul of rhat cruelty of his in enforcing her to marry Palmerius , which ſhe knows to be the 
originall caufe , andfatall cloud from whence have proceeded all theſe diſmall Rtorms of af- 
fliftion, and tewpcfts ofuntimely death , which ſhe fears muſt very ſhortly befall both her ſelf, 
and her fecond fclf Morofins. 

Whiles thus Aftonicus and Donato grieve at their hard fortune and danger, and Moroſini and 
Tmperia do reciprocally more lament and ſorrow for their ſeperation than for their impriſon- 
ment, and that the Podeſtate and other Officers of Juſtice of Ancona are refolved fiſt to inform 
the Pope, and th:n toexpeft his holineſs pleaſure for the arraignment and puniſhment of 
the: four Priſoners, it pleaſed God exceedingly to viſit the Town of Loreteo, and cſpecially 
the City of Ancoxs with the Plague, whereof many thouſands in a ſew moneths were ſwept a- 
way , ſo by ſpeciall commiſſion and order from Rome, they (i company of divers other Pgiſo- 
ners are couv-yed to the Ciry of Polegnio, rwo ſmall dayes journey from Ancona, and there to 
b: arraigned and tryed upon their lives and deaths ; at which rime as they paſt by the old, lirtle 
City of Tolentino where | chenCin my intended travels towards Rowe)lay apon my recovery ofa 
burning Feaverz When, I ſay, the nature of their crimes , and the quality of their perſons made 
my curiofity ſo ambirious, zs to ſce and obſcrye them in their ſeverall Chambers of the lone 
where they that night lay, which was at the fign of the Popes Armes, as for 4s 
nicus and Donate 1 found them to be rather ſad then merry 3 Adorofixi to be far more me 
than wiſe , and Imperia tohe infinitly more fair than fortunate, and all of them to be lc 
ſorrowſull for their afflition and danger, than for the cauſe thereof. 

Wichin three hours of their arrivali to Folignio they are all four convented before the two 
criminall Judges , who are parpoſcly ſent from Rome thither, and are there, and then ſeve- 
rally charged with this foul murther of ſtifling co dearth the old Seignior Palmerius in his bed, 
which all and every one of them apart do _— deny: Notwithſtanding thac Fund; the Hoaſt, 
and Richardo the Nephew , give in evidence of ftrong preſumprion apainit them, and alſo not 


withſtanding of Moereſini”s Gloves and Bondinos Letter written to his Son in law Palmerins and 

delivered by Herbas as we have formerly nnderſtood. Bur thefe rwo grave and prudent Jud- 

es , ycr ſtrongly ſuſp. ting the contrary, they will not be deladed with the airy words, and 

a ſpeeches and proteftarions of their pretended innocency,but conſult between themſelves 

what here to reſolve on for the Vindication of this truth; ſoat laſt rhey hold ic expedient 
and 
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and requilite firſt to expole Aſjtonicus to the torments of the Rack , the which (he being aftrong 
and robuftuous man )he endureth, with a firme refolution and conftancy every way above 
himſclf, and almoſt beyond belief, and {till confeſſerh nothing yt his innocency and igno- 

rance of this deplorable fat , whereof the Judges reſting nor yer ſatisfied , they within an bour 
alxcr adjudge Donato tothe tortures of the Scarpines, who being a little timbred man, ofa pale 

complexion and weak conſticution of body, his right foot no ſooner feels the unſufferable fu- 
ry ot che fire, and his cormentors then confidently promifing him all defired favour from his 

Judges if he will confeſs the truth, bur after ſome ſorrowtull cears, and pirifull cries hee fully 

and amply doth, and inthe ſame manner and form, as in all irs circumftances we have formerly 

underſtood. The which when the Judges hear of , they cannot refrain , firſt from admiring 

and wondring thercat , and then from lamenting that perſonages of their rank and quality 

ſhould be che authors and aftors of ſo foul and lamentable a murther , eſpecially of this faire 

Gentlewoman Imperis to her own good old Husband Palmerius, Now by this time alſo are 

Moreſini, Imperiazand Aſtonicus acquainted wirh this fatall.confefſion and accuſation of Donato 

againlt ch:m for chis murther , whereat they do infinitly lament and grieve , becauſe they arc 

th:e:by perfe&ly affurcd that ic hath infallibly made them all three liable , and obnoxious to 

death , as alſo for that their ſuppoſed firm friend Donato proved himſelf fo falſe a man, and fo 

truc a coward to be the cauſe thereof, wherein they ſo much forget themſelves, as they do nor 

once think 3 and they will not therefore remember, that the deteQtion of this their foul mar- 

ther proceeded immediatly from Heaven, and originally from the providence and juftice of 
th: Lord of Hoſts, 

The vzry ſame afternoon, the Judges ſent for Moroſini , Imperis , and Aſtonicus to appear 
before chem in their publick eribunall of Juſtic:,where they firlt acquaint and charge them with 
D natos confellion and accuſation againſt them for murthering of P a/merius,whereat they are ſo 
fac frombcing any way diſmayed or dantcd, as they all do deny , and refell his accuſation, and 
ſo in high termcs do ftand upon their innocency, and juſtification: Bur when they ſee Donats 
brought into the Court in a Chair, (tor his fiery tormenes of the Scarpines , had ſo crucly 
ſcorched, and pittifully burnt away the fleſh of the ſole of his right foot, almoſt to the bone thas 
he was wholly unable cicher to go or ſtand) and that they were to be confronted face to face 
with him, as alſo they being alſo hotly terrified and threatned by the Judges with the tormencs 
of the Rack and Scarpines, thenGod was ſo gracious to their hearts and ſo mercifull to their 
foulct, thit chey looking mournfully cach at other, ſh: weeping , and they fighing , and all of 
them defpairing of lite, and tov perfe&tly afſurcd of death, they all confefſe the whol truth of 
this foalc fat of theirs, and ſo confirm as much as Donato had formerly affirmed of this their 
bloody crimeof murthering Palmerius in his bed; when one of theſe two reverend and grave 
Jadgcs immediatly thereupon do condemn them all four to be hanged the next morning at the 
common place of ex:cutian of that City; although Donato becauſe of his confeſſion hereof ( in 
vainc ) flactcred himſelt chat he ſhould receive a po for his life z $o they are all ſent back 
to their Priſon from whence they came, where all the courteſie which the importunate requeſts 
of Moroſini, and the inceſſant (ighs and tears of Imperia can obtaine of their Judges is , chat 
th:y grant them an hour of time to ſec, converſc,and ſpeak one with the other titat night in pri- 
ſon,in preſence of their Goalers, and ſome other perſons beforethey dye. When Morofin; be- 
ing guided cowards her Chambecr , ſuch is the weaknefle of his Religion towards God, and the 
fervency ( or rather the exorbitancy |) of his aff:Qion towards her , that as he paſſeth from 
Chamber t© Chamber, be is ſo far from once thinking, much leffc fearing of death, as he abſo- 
latcly believes he is going to a — anda trizmph, here Moroſini with a world of fighs 
throwes himſelf into his Imperis's and breft ; and here Imperia with a whole deluge of 
ecars imbraceth and encloyftereth her Morofini in her armes, when after a thouſand kifſcs, 
they beg pardon one of another , for being the efſcnriall and aftuall cauſe cach of ochers 
&ah , and docnterchangeably both kiffe and ſpeak, ſometimes privatly , and moſt times pub- 
lickly before the ſpectators , rhat if thoſe reports be truc which 1 firſt heard thereof in Tolen- 
tino, next in Folignio, and laſtly in Rome, Ifay to depaine and repreſent ic at life in all irs cir- 
camftances, I ſhould then begin a ſecond Hiſtory , when 1 am now on the very point and 
period co end the firſt, neither in my conceit isit a tack cicher proper for me to undertake or 
pertinent for my pen to perform, becauſe {to ſpeak freely and ing-nyoufly ) I hold the grant 
and p:rmiflion of this cheir amorous viſit and interview in prifon before they dye, to bz every 
way more worthy of the pity than of the gravity or piety of their Judges. 

If therfore | do not content and pleaſe the curiofity; I yet hope I hall endeavor my ſelf to 
ſatisfic the Judgement of my Chriſtian Reader, here brictly ro 12nitte this their limiced hoyr 
is ao ſooner paſt,but the to ſharp affliction of Moroſmizthe bitter anxicry of Imperia, they by 
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their Goalers arc ſeparated and confined to their ſeverall Chambers, where (oy the charity of 

their Judges)they kind two Fricrsand two Nans attending them to prepare their ſouls for 

Heaven, and ina lefſe vain, and a more ſerious and religious conference to entertain both 
their time, and them(:lvcs, from an carthly tothe ſpeculation and contemplation of a diving 
and heavenly love, as alſo from them to Aftenicus and Donato, Bur before 1 proceed farther, 
we muſt underſtand , that the two Fricrs have not been with Moreſini, and the ewo Nuns with 

Imperia aboy: an hour , but by the two Judges there is a chicf ſubordinat Officer of theirs ſeng 
to priſon to cell Imperia,, that her Uncle Sergnior Alexandre Bondino, a great Scnator and fa. 
mous Judge of Kome , bath obtaincd her pardon of this preſent Pope Urban the eighth. But 
ſhc is no ſo glad of this news , as ſhe is then curious to enquire it her Aforofini be likewiſe pare 
doned, ſo the Officer tels her no, and chat hee abſolutely muſt ſuffer death, then ſhe weeps far 
faſter then ſh: rejoycerth,and afficms that ſhe will not live but dye. The Judges ſend for her, 
and pzrſwade her to live, but ſhe begs them as importunatly to give Moroſinz his life, as they do 
her to accept and reccive her own. They tell her they have not the power te grant her the firſt, 
and ſh: replycs, that ſhe then hath not the will co embrace and entertain the ſecond. They ac. 
quzint Morifini herewith, who by their order and by their ſelves do ſtrongly perſwade her here. 
unto, but hee firſt anſwer and reſolution is her laft , that ſhe will acccpr ofno life if he muſt 
dye, neithcr will he refuſe any death: conditionally that ſhe may live to ſurvive him. The two 
Fri.rs and two Nuns uſe their b<ſt art and oratory to perſwade her hereunto; but they meet with 
impoſlibility to make her aff:Aion to Morofini, and her reſolution to her (elf flexible hereunto, 
Her lite is not half ſo pretious to her as is his, for it ſhe had many as ſhe hath but one, fhe is 
both ready and reſolucc toloſe and ſacrifice them all for his ſake, and would cftcem ir her feli- 
city that her death might redeem and ranſom his life. The Judges (our of their goodneſs and 
charity) afford a whole day to invite and perſwade her hereunto , but ſh: is Rill deaf to their 
wavy , and till one and the ſame woman, defirous to live with him, or conſtant and refolute 
to dye for him. Therefore when nothing can prevail with her; becauſe dye he muſt, ſo dye ſhe 
will; to the which ſh: cheerfully preparcs her ſelf , with an equall affcQion and reſolution, 
which I rather admire than commend in her. | 

So the next morning they are all four brought to the place of common execution to ſnffer 
dcath. Wh:-re Donato is firſt lifted up to the Ladder,who being fuller of pain than words ſaid 
little in eff:&, but that he wiſhed he had cither dyed in Conſt entinople or Aleppo, or elſc ſunk in 
the Sea before he came to Ancene, and not to have here ended hisd ayes in miſery and infamy. 

The next who was ordered to follow him was A(tonicus , who told the World boldly and 
plainly , that he cared lefſe for his death than for the cauſe thereof, and that he loved Morofmni 
ſop.r{&ly and dearly, that he rather rejoyced than grieved to dye for him , only he ted 
himſelf for affifting to murther Pelmerius,and from his heart and ſoul beſcech:d God to forgive 
it him, and ſo he was turned over. Then Moreſini aſcends the Ladder clad in a hair colour Sas 
tin ſuce,and a pair of Crimſon filk Scockings, with Garters and Roſes edged with filver lace, 
b:ing ſo vain in his carriage, aftion, and ſpeeches, as beforc he once thought of God,he(with 
a world of fighs ) takes a ſolemn leave of his ſweet heart Imperia , and withall the powers of 
his heart and ſoul praycs her to accept of his life, and ſo to ſurvive him; He makes an exatt and 
godly confeſſion of hisfins to God and the World,& yer nevertheleſs he is ſo vain in his aff ion 
toward Imperia, as he takes both to witneſs, that had he a thouſand lives he would cheerfully 
loſe them all to fave and preſerve hers. As for Imperia, ſuch was her dear and tender affe&ion 
to him, as ſhe would fain look on him, as long as he lives, and yct ſhe equally defires and re» 
ſolves rather to dye than to ſee him dye, and becauſe ſhe hath not the power , therefore ſhe 
turns her face and cyes from him, and will noc have the will to ſee him dye ;- when he havi 
ſaid his prayers and ſo recommended his ſoul into the hands of his Redeemer, he is alſo turn 
Over. 

Now although our Imperia be here again and again ſolicited by the Judges , Friers , and 
Nuns, to accept of her life, yer ſhe ſeeing her other ſelf Moroſini deed , the therefore diſdains 
to ſurvive him; ſhe hath ſo much love in her heart , as ſhe now hath lictle life, and leſs joy in 
her looks and countenance. She aſcends the Ladder in aplain black Taffeta Gown , a plain 
thick ſet Ruff:, a white Lawn Quaife, and a long black Cypreſs vail over her hcad with a 
white pair of Gloves , and her Prayer book in her hands, When being far more capable to 
weep than ſpeak, ſhe cafting a wonderfull fad and ſorrowfull look on her dead lover Morcſini, 
after many volleys of far fercht fighs ſhe delivers this ſhort ſpecch to that great concourſe of 
people who from City and Countrey flocked thither to ſec her and them dye. 

Good people : I had lived more happy, and not dyed ſo miſerable y if my Father Bondino 
had not ſo cruclly enforced me to marry P#/merius whom I could not love, and to leave Me» 
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j » whom in heart and foul l ever affeftcd a thouſand times dearer than mine own life , and 
may all Fathers who now fce my death, or ſhall hercafter hear or read this my Hiftory be more 
icifall and Icfſe crucll ro their Daughters by his example. 1 do. here now ſuffer many deaths 
in one to ſec that my dear Adorofini ig dead tor my ſake, for had he not loved: me dearly and 1 
renderly , be had never dyed for me, nor ] for him, with ſuch cheerfulncſs and alacrity as 
we do. Andhere to deal truly with God and the World, although 1 could never atf& ar 
icy my old Huzband P elmerius, yet now from my heart and ſoul 1 lament and. repent thar 
ever | was guilty of his inaocens and untimely death, the which God forgive me, and I like- 
wiſe requeſt you all to pray unto God to forgive itme. And not to conceal or difſemble the 
truth of my heart, | grieve not to dye, but rather becauſc 1 have no more lives to loſe for my 
Morofini's affc&tion and ſake. I have and do deyoutly pray unto God for his ſoul,and fo I bear- 
tily requeſt and conjure you all to do for mine, Thus I commend you all to happy and prof- 
perous lives, my ſclt to a pious and paticnt death in carth, and a joyfull and a glorious reſur« 
retion in Heaven, when hining her (elf often with the fign ofthe Croſs,the puls her vail down 
over her face, and ſo praying that ſhe mighc be buried in one and the ſame Grave with Mo- 
roſcini, ſhe bad the Exccutioner perform his Office , who turns her over, 
And if reports be true. Nzver three young men,and one fair young Gentlewoman died more 


lamentcd and piticd than they. For Morefini died with more reſolution than repentance, and ' 
Imperia with more repentance than reſolution, thus was their lives, and thus thcir deaths. May 

we extra& wiſdom out of their folly , and charity out of their cruelty, fo ſhall we live as happy 
as they dyed miſcrably , and finiſh our dayes and lives in as much contens and eranquillicy as 

they ended theirsin ſhame, confufion. l 
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. Gods revenge againſt the Crying and Ex- 
. ecrable Sinne of Murther. 
HISTORY XXvVI. 


Facher Juſtinian « Prieft., "and'Adrian an Inn- keeper pryſonDe Laurier, who was lodged inhis 
bouſe, and then bury bim in bis Orchard ; where & moneth after « Wolf digs him up, and devours 
great part of bis body s which Father Juſtiniao «xd Adrian underflanding , they flye u pon the 

ſame, but are afterwards both of then apprebended and banged for it. 

| gk. $i. 


V ere our heartsare Ztven to coveronſneſs , and cruclyy there is litale Gen of grace, 
; and therefore — proſperity cither in this life, or x: 3 For thoſe are 
fins which ſo eclipſe our j » and-0dſcure and darken our andings, that we 
thereby run blindfolded, and keadlongto all miſery and confufion,and make our citares ſo ded. 
perate that we ſhall not deſerve to be pitied of others, beeatife we would neither picy- nor com- 
onat others , or which is worſe, our ſelves. A deplorable example whereos, this enſuing 
iftory will prefent to our knowledge and confideration, in the perſons of two execrable wret- 
ches which did wilfully caſt away themſclves, and their lives upon foul and enormous mo- 
tives. May we rcligiouſly read it to the information of our Conſcienecs » the reformation of 


our lives. 


A Rich Goldſmith -of Diz-v(the Capitall Ciry of Burgrndy) named Monficur De Lantier, 
aged ot ſome threeſcore yearsor upwards, having been at Franchford Mart » and there ſold 
many Jewels , Bracclers, and Chains of Pcarl, for the which he had there received ( m: 1700 
Crowns; as he returned homewards with all that great ſum of mogey, converted into double 
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Piftols, which he carried bchind him in his Cloak- bag;and ſome remaining Jewels; andin a 


privar leather girdle nexc to his body. It chanced that he fell fick on the way , whereof fin- 
ding himſelf il] and weak, and therefore bothunwilirg and unable t61ravell, he gor into a 
poor Countrey Tavern apon the high way, fome five leagues off from the Town of Salines, 
' \ tof8k up his, lodging for that night , and there rbree otber Mexchants who were in 
| y (whereof one was of Auxone, and the other two of Troyes in Champ agre ) very 
kindly forſook bim, and left him * aJone to himſelf; His ficknels that night increz{ing 
( gave him much pain and little reſt) he nor liking his fodging; and fearing himſcIfnos 
there, the next morning takes hocſe, and very foſtly rides towards S atynes, where he arrives 
fome two of the clock after dinner and went inco the very firſt Inne which he mer, at the 
extreameſt end of the Town, at the fign of &, Denis, whereof the Hoafſt of the houſe was na» 
med Adrian, and his Wite Tſabel/z , were both of them about ſcme forty yeats old , very 
ſhort of ſtature, and weak of conftiturtion of Body, he of a cole black countenance, bur ſhe fair 
and of a pale white colour, ay for him he was of a diffolutc life and carriage, extreamly given 
te Winc and Women. He was of poorparentage and born'to no means at all , but ſhe was 
well deſcended, and brought him at leaft rwo thouſznd Crowns to her portion in warriage, 
the which he had prodigaily waftcd,and debauchedly ſpent and fquandred away, in following 
ofhis vicious riots and obſcene pleafures and prodigalitics : As for her, ſh: was of a modeſt car» 
iage and of a vertuous diſpoſition and inclination, fo that by Antithefis I may very well averr 
affirme, that his baſe vices madc her ſweet vertues the: more apparant and conſpicuovs.and 

her vertucs his vices to all that knew them. She niade chaſtity and picty to be the two ſweet 
ornaments , and Jumeall vertucs of her life, yea to be the -Elixar of her lite, and the life of her 
foul. It was therefore an cxtream grief ro her heart, and a matchlcfs rorment to her mind, ro 
ſee the ſordid ations and humort bther Husband,as being cycry way more capable to pity than 
to remedy them. She grieved to ſee how becauſe he would not ſeryz God, ſhe couldmor ferve 
him , and therefore that he had vitiouſly ſpent ſo much, as now in a manner he had almoſt no- 
thing more I;f coſp:nd, The fight and knowledge whereofdrowng ail the pleaſures of her 
life, infonmch as ſh could ſacrifice co nothing but to ſorrow and repentance, and that which 
girred her moſt and worſt of all, was to ſce that hce difdained -her advice and counſeh, and 
he was fo far from reformation, as his vices grew and increaſed withhis years; and had 
now not only taken up a habit, but a ſecond nature in the perverfity of his lewd ations and 
affeftions. All the Lillies oſher joyes and the Roſcs of her content were turned into thorns of 

ief , and bricrs and thiſtles of her vexation, inſomuch as ſhe was far more able to figh than to 
forth her Calamitics and miſerics. - He loved not his houſe , and which was worſe he 

hated her company, yea his eftare was ſo miſerable, ſo deplorable, as he never converſed wich 
God in praycr, and very ſcldem frequznted his Church , the Service or Sacraments, and to 
ſhew himſclf the more prophane, hee hated all Priefts and Preach:rs of Gods holy word and 
Ordinances, and loved none ſo well as his riotous and roaring companions, the very bane of 

the heart, and the true poyſon and contagion of the ſoul, 

And into this houſe, and to this vitious Hoafſt Adrien, is our fick De Laurier entred, for the 
end of his fickneſs, and they ecovery of his kcalth; and 1 write rather with tears than Ink, that 
it was impoſſible for him to have<ntred into a worſe; bur fuch was his fate , ſuch his mizsfor- 
tance He likes the-carriage of Iſabella his Hoſteſs, farr better than the countenance or cond» 
tion of Adrian her Husband ; hut as his diſeaſe gives him no truce, ſo. conſequently hee cat 

ive no peace to his patience. He grieves to be fick in an unknown place,and among Rtrangers, 
farr more to be ſo farr off from his own houſe, and from his only child and Son Leonarde, 
whom hee loves farr dearer than himſelf. It is another affliftion to him; that his mony and 
- ſome Jewels are here, and not at bis home, and if his judgement fail him not, he ſuggcfſtech 
to himſelf, thar the fight and knowledge thereof may engender him far more danger than ſe- 
curity ; bur he conceals and difſ:mblcs that, far berrer than he can his ſickneſs, for he puts hy 
lictle Caket wherein it is , under his head and Bolfter. He cauſcth Adrian bis Hoaft to bring 
him aPhyſitian , named Le Moite, who ſeeing his water and feeling his pulſe, rels him he is ve- 
| na erouſly fick of a burning Feaver, the which to prevent , he lers him blood cwo ſeveral 
oblong and then gives him far more hope than deſpair of his heaſth : Bur all this not» 
withftanding,De Laurier finds himſelf very weak,and his fickneſs rather much to increaſe,than 
any way to deminiſh. As for 1/abelle, according to the laws of hoſpirality ( which ought eo 
be unviolable.co all the world) ſhe ends him with much reſp=i& and diligence , and ina 
word, performes the part and duty, both of a good Hoftcts , and of a good Woman : 
But for her Husband Adria , his thoughts and reſolutions run another contrary courſe and 


arcir ; for he imagining De Laurier to 


be rich, doth therefore verily hope and pray _ 
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he may \pecdily dyc in his houſe, or clſc he hath alrcady iwapt a bargain with the D-y1l1, wo 

wurther him, thereby to make up- the breaches and ruincs of his poor and tottering eſtare. He 

finds ic a work noe only of difficulty, but of imp-flibilicy, to know whact rich Ruff be hath in 

his Casket and Cloak-bag, becauſc be Rtill keeps it nader his pillow ; and yer gathering and 

wreſting from hjm, that he is a Goldſmith of Dijox, and that he came now trom*Franckſord ; 

Mart, he therefore belfcves that he hath ſtore of Gold and Jewels about him. His poverty and 

his covetouſneſs gives the ſwitch to the D:vill, and the Devill gives the Spur tohim , to raiſe 

his uncharicable contemplation into bloody aftions, and his thoughts and reſolutiors as ſo 

many lines, run tg terminate in this one only Centre, which is that of De Lauriers drath. He 

ſers his wits and inventions on the Tenter hooks, todiscover this imayined Indice, but he finds 

bim to be as cautious and ſecret in concealing , as he himſclf is curious to bewray it. He pur- 

poſcly keeps all company trom him, and will not ſo much as permit his Phylitian or Aporhe- 

cary to ſpzak a word with him, but be will (till be preſent ro hear and undcrftand ir. He with 

oily words aud filken ſpeeches , preycs into his deepeſt ſecrets , and purpoſcly erdevourcth to 

infinuate and {cr-w him(clf into his familiaricy. But De Laurier doth rather fear than love 

himand (o eſt:ems the revealing of his Gold to be the accelcrating of his danger, 10 the which © 

end, with many colourable cxcuſes an4 evafions , he puts bim «ff the knowl dge thereut, Buy 

he is ſomiſcrable to ſee his miſeries approach, becauſe the violence and impctuoſity of bis Fea, 

ver dothevery way advance, no way retirez andnow it is that his hopes of the recovery *t his 

healih do fade, not fl;uriſh, and rather quiaile than proſper. - He reſolves to be as religious ag 

he is ſick, and cheretore prayes his hoalt Adrian to bring him a Piicſt ro give him the Sacra- 

mentz Ad: ian performs his requeſt, bue brings him a Prieſt named Father Fuftinian , of his 

own humour and complcxion, and who loves Whoors ard Wine, better than he doth either 

or God ; ſothis unſpirituall Fat ker gives hin the extream UnGicn, and prepares him for his 

journey and tranſmigration frum Earth to Heaven. His continuall vanities and prodigalites 

_- likewiſe made him poor; ſo being <quall with Adrian both in vice _—_— tyg hc is likee 

wilc equall, and ſ(ympathiz.th with him in hope and defire to repair his indigence, and to en- 

rich himſelt by th: ſuppoſed treaſure and death of De Laurier, But as this debauched Prick is 

malitious in this his policy, ſo he is alſo politick in thi- his malice : for imagining that Adrj- 

an levels and aimes with him at the ſame Butt and Mark; he dzrcs , but yet will not acqu-ing 

him with his bloody purpoſe, to contra a helliſh Icague and confederation with him, for the 

violent diſpatch, and inhumane and untimely diſpecding of him away from carth to Heaven, 

Whiles thus De Lam iers fickneſs and weakneſs cncreaſcth,and ki: Prieſt and Adrians coverouſe 

neſs begins wholly to weigh down their ſoules and reſolutions to haften his deplorable d-zth; 

as the Prieſt is r:ady to break his mind to Adrian, how and ju what manner thcy ſhow) fi ih 

and compals this bloody bufineſs , Adriancontrarywile, yea, and dirc&ly contrary to the rules 

of N :ture, and Laws of Grace, breaks his mind hereof to his vertuons and Religious Wite 

Iſabella, whom he ſceks to draw in as an aCtor in this mourntull, and as an agent in this cru- 
ell Trapedy.He is as graccleſs as impudent in this foul and fatall artempt of his ; for be ſers v 

on her with the ſweetel} ſpecch, and ſmootheſt perſwaftons, that either art could ſugg: |, or the 

malice ot the Dcvill invent or diftateto him, and therein ever and anon, leaves not to conveigh 

and diftill in her minde, yea, and to imprint in her memory their forepaſt wealth , rhcir pre- 

ſent poverty and miſery, and the undoubtcd great riches of Gold and J-wels which De Lanrier 

had with him, in ghat(as formerly we have obſ.rved)) he very carctully day and night kept 

his Casker under his pillow, and in a helliſh cloquence repreſents unto bs the facility of thig 

fa; cither by Poniard, or poyſon , adding withall , that the danger thereof would infallibly 

dye with him, with a thouſand other danmable alluring ſpeeches, conducing and looking that 

way, which | am far morcinclinable to falence than expreſs : Bur wretched villain, and cxe- 

crable miſcr-ant that he is, he ſpeaks not a word, no not a ſyllable of God, or his juftice, of 

H-aven or H-ll, or of the fouluc(s of that faR or the juft revenge and puniſhment incident and 


due thereunto. | 


His vertuous wife Tſcbella is amaz2d and aftoniſh:d at this bloody and inhumane propofirion 
of her Husband, and all tr:mbling,/with f:ghs and tcars, reccives it from him with ao lcſs true 
afflition and ſorrow, than he delivered it her with cruclkty and impiety. Her checks were a8 
red for ſhime , as his were palc with envy thereat 5 when God infuling as much goodneſs into 
her hearc and tongue, as Satan bad cruelty into his ſoul and reſolutions, ſhe fell on her knees 

+ to his fect, and wich hereyes and hands erc&ted towards Heaven, delivered him this verruous 
and rcligious ſpecch; That it was with iofinite grict and amazement that ſhe underſtood this 
his bluody polition to: her , which fhe knew he could derive from none but H-.11 and Satan : 


She 


— - — 
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She repreſents to him (with much grief and paſſion ) that as puniſhment is ever the reward of 
fin, ſo that of all fins mucther was the fouleſt, and che moſt pernicious ard -diabolicalt. She 
tels him farther, that covctouſneſs is the root of all miſchif, that for her Fart ſhe is as thank- 
full co God, as he is diſpleaſed with himſelf for their poverty, and that ſhe would ever chooſe 
rather to live in want , than to dye in miſery and ſhanie, and which is work of ail, either to 
live or dye in the horrours and terrours of a guilty and ulcerated conſcience. That it is- pro= 
phane and prodigious impicty to violate the laws of hoſpitality , bur a fearfull, yea, horrible 
crimegto kil any one under our own roof,and who(in the right of humanity and Chriſtianity) 
comes to us for ſheltcr and prate&ion. When rifing again from her knees, he takes him a- 
bout the neck and (bedewing his cheeks with her tears) conjures and prayes him , by the rc- 

membrance of her youth and beauty, which had formerl y been ſo deer and precious to hio!, 
by the memory of their ſixteen years ſweet cohabitation and converſation together in the ho- 
ly Eftatc of Wedlock; yea for vis own fake, for his ſoules ſake, and for Gods ſake, that hc 
would defie this Dzvill, which thus with his two bitter ſweer pils of Covetouſhels 

and Murther mocked and ſought te betray him : and that therefore ( in the name and fear 
of God) he would henceforth reſume , and put on a conſtant qnd religious refolution, ne 
more to ſeduce her, or to ſuffer himſelf to be ſeduced by the ft imbruing their guilty 


hands in the innocent blood of this honeſt and harmeleſs Goldſmith Pe Laurier, whom Ged 
hath now made their gueſt lodger; In doing whereof ( quoth ſhe Y the ſame our ſacred Loid 
and God(in his due time ) will be graciouſly pleaſed to increafe our cftzte and means, and to 
bleſs our poverty with plenty. But her Husband Adrian ( as a moſt wretched villaine takes 
this godly refufall and deniall of his Wife in ill part, and in requitall and conſideration there- 
of, hencetorth looks on her with a ſquit eyc , I mean with an eye rather of contempt anden* 
vie than of aff.&ion 3 bur at board, and bcd, yea day and night he haunts her aza ghoſt, and 
never leaves purſuſng of her with his prophane and importunate ſolicications to draw her 
conſent tothe aRing and perpetrating of this bloody buſineſs 53 but God ſo well affificd her 
mind aud thoughts, with the grace of his holy Spirit, and fo divinely fortified her heart and 
foul wich his ſacred fear; that her Husbands ſweet perſwaſions.cguld not gaine, nor his threats 
or menaces obtaine any thing of her,buc ſtill ſhe anſwered this murtherous requeſt of his, ſome- 
cimes with religious refaſals, and then again with paſſionat and peremptory denials, and there- 
forc the more that ſhe ſees her Husband bent to maligne and hate De Lamrier; the more de- 
voted and reſolute (heis to reſpe&and tend him, itill bearing a curious, a carefull,and a 
vigilant eye over him during all the time of his ſickneſs, to fee that no diſaſter whatſoever 
might befall him in her houſe. 

- Adrian miſling ofthis his purpoſe and deſire in his Wife, he is yet ſo hafly and violcat in 
this his bloody malice towards De Laurier , that meaſuring of Father Tuſtin:2s the Prieſt , by 
himſelf, and finding a conformity in their debauſhed vices and inclinations, he the ſooner 
hopes to find a ſympathy in their aff:&ions and reſolutions, and therefore although he be a 
Prieſt , yet knowing him to be excream poor,he therefore the more eafily beleeves , that the 
hope of Gold and Silver will a& wonders with him, and make him a wonders for the ob- 
taining thereof. 

Upon theſe hopes, and this confidence, he delayes no time, but on a Munday morning re- 
payres to his houſe, and after their morning cups, tclling him he hath a ſecret of greac 
importance to reveal him, he takes him intoa Fittle Grove of Walnnt trees behind his houſe, 
and there (ſwearing him to ſecrefie ) reveals himthis his bloody buſincſs, where this vicious 
Prieft Inſtinisy, in hope of De Lawriers wealth needed no great labour or induſtry to be drawn 
to make one in this deplorable Tragedy. For had not Adrian now opencd ir to him, ſuch 
was his inſatiable thirſt and defire of Gold, though with blood, that the next day he was fully 
reſolved todo it to him , ſo he freely conſents to him herein, and (wears to afſift and ſecond 
him in murthering of De Laurier, and the tye and condition of this their helliſh bargain 7s 
that what Gold, Silver, or Jewels they ſhall find him to have, they will inftantly after his 
death equally divide and ſhare between themz and hereunto like two bloody hel-hounds, they 
interchangeably give hands, and ſolemnly ſwear each to other. Now from the matter of this 
their bloody defign and reſolution, they proce:d to the manner and time thereof , but they 
then are prevented therein. For Father Ioftin;215 liccle Boy which was accuſtomed to anſwer 
him at Mafſe comes thicther haſtily and with his little wine pot on his finger 2:8 himgthact there 
were many perſons who ſtayed for him before the Altar on their knees and carneſtly enquired 
for him to ſay Maſſ:, whereupon they both referr the concluſion hereot to the very nex. more 
ning, and in the very ſame place and Grovz , but at _ an hour ſooner; So ——_—_— 

0 Aarian 
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PET 


' ently fall co their former conſultation of the manner and time of murthering De Laurier 


Prem. 
Adrien home to his houſe, and away likewiſe crips Father 7u/tinian with his Surpleſs under his 
Arme and bis Breviary(or Matincs Book) in his hand to the Church, where every one 
imagin what a prophane ſacrifice, his bloody heart and hands offereth up ro che Lord, 

hey this 4 thinking of nothing but of Gold and blood, in th: morning they (imps- 
ticnt of all delaycs) come ar the aforeſaid time and place of thcir rend<zvous where they pre. 


may 


tirſt 
they propoſe to ſtab him in his.bed to death, bur this ehey rej<&, becauſe the blood would ap- 
pear in the ſh:ets , bed, and chamber ; So they reſolve to poylon bim, and to this end Adriay 
buycs the poyſon, and Father 7/tinie: will give and adminiſter it to him in a Wafer or Agus 
Det, the which he is ſomctimes accuſtomed to give him in his ſickneſs : But here Father 7. 
finian (uggeſteth another doubt; and propoſeth another defign , which is, that Adriey muft 
likewiſc draw in his wifc Iſabella to make one in this bloody conſpiracy and murther, or 
he alledgeth that ir can never be (afc for them co attempt or cffc& it 3 Adrian anſwereth him 
that he bath heretofore with his beſt power and arc ſought to ſeduce his Wife hereunto , but 
that he finds it wholly impoſlible ro draw her to this conſent : But Father 7uftinian will yet 

make another triall and experiment on her himſelf; ſo he and her Husband Adriax ſet a freth 
on her, toallere herto bring at lcaft her conſent, if not her handto the murthering of De 
Laurier. But our ſweet and vertuous 1ſabels is fill onc and theſame woman , for ſhe hears 
th:ſe bloody ſpeeches and per[waftons of theirs with infinite diſcontent and dereſtation. Shee 
is roo much a Chriſtian to be ſo much a Devill to conſent to the murther of this honeſt man; 
and therefore (with a world of tears and prayers )ſhe ſecks to divert them from it, but eſpeci- 


| ally her Husband, becauſe (quoth ſhe ) the iffue thereof will infallibly prove ruinous to them 


both, They arc both much gricved at this her reſolute repulſe and deniall, and yet to make 
a vertae of neceſſity , and to caft the better gloſs and varniſh on their villany , they now falſly 
ſcem to be diſwaded from this murther, by the fight of her tears and the conſideration of hee 
requeſts and prayers z wherefore(with a prophane and helliſh difſimulation) they tell her, that 
God by her religious ſpeeches and diffwafions hath now made them wholly to abandon thax 
bloody attempt of theirs againſt De Laurier , as alſo the very thought thereof, and therefore 
they conjure hier to keep and (wear ſecrecy herein from all the World, the which ſhe willi 
ly doth, Bur yet her fear prompts her heart, that this humane convertion, and religious reſo- 
Jution of theirs is only falſe and tcigned , as every way favouring more of difſimulation than 
truth. In which regard ſhe fears with ſuſpicion, and ſaſpefts with doubt , that no I:fle than 
honeſt and irmocent De Leuriers life, Iycs now at the ſtake of their bloody malice and envie, 
Here Father Fuſtizian, and Adrian on make ſmooth and clear work) do conclude and re» 
ſolve that Iſabella muſt be ſpeedily removed from Salines to ſome place in the Country with» 
out once ſceing or ſpeaking with De Laurier when a favourable occafion ſeconds their dam- 
nablc intents and defires herein 3 for now there is unexpeCtedly broughtthem word , that her 
own old Father who dwelt ſome four leagues off from Salynes is very fick and not like to live; 
whereupon Adriex preſently diſpatcheth away his wife Tſabella to him, and with her their ſer- 
vant maid Grecets. But before her departure ſhe is defirons to fee De Laurier z and to take 
her leave of him; but her Husband will by no means permit her ; ſo ſhe goes from her home, 
and from him into the Countrey, with a ſorrowfull and a trembling heart, asfar more fea- 
ring De Lauriers unnaturall death , then doubting of her Fathers naturall cauſe. For her heart 
frames her ſo many apprekenfions , fears, and terrours 3 that her Husband and Father Fuſti« 
nian arc fully reſolved:to murther and make away De Laurier, as ſhe abſolutely and ſorrow- 
fully bclceves, that he ſhall never ſec her more nor ſhe him. Poor De Laurrer takes his Hoſtch 
Iſabellas ſudden and uncxpeRted departure from him very penfively and heavily , and far the 
more in that ſhe could not be permitted to ſee him before ſhe went. He holds it for a bad pre- 
ſage, and farall Omen to him, in regard (he was as diligent as her Huſband diftruftfull tro him, 
for that her care and carriage towards him, pleaſed him as much as his harſh looks and ſoure 
countenance diſcontented him;and now it is that God firſt imprints in his heart and thoughts, 
a fcarfull ſuſpition and a ſuſpicious fear,that his Hoaſt Adrian, and Father Fuſtinian the Pricft, 
have affuredly ſome dangerous and exccrable plot, both againft his Gold and his life. For hee 
now ſccs himſelf reduced, to this miſery and deſpair, that be can be permitted to ſee no body, 


nor no body ro ſee him, except only they two. He prayes them both , that his Phyfitian Ls 
Mznte may come to him to confer with him abour the ſtate of his fickneſs, but they malitiouſly 
and wiltully deny it bir, and cell him hee is gone into France ; This refufing anſwer of theirs 
doth now very much appale and daunt our fick and diſcontented De Laurier, fo that his feare 
encreaſcth with his ficknc(s,and his ſickneſs with his fear. Everyday and night brings him more + 


cauſe 
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cauſe of diſpais, than hope of conſolation, and almoſt cvery moment he w ifheth his Gold and 
himſclt in Dijoz with his Son Du Pont, or he here in Selzxes with him, to comfort him with 
his ſight and preſence. Hz ftill conceals his Gold and Jewels from rhis Prieſt and his Hoaft 
with che greateſt art and carc he can, and yer he thinks and fears that their jealouſie thereot is 
not only the foundation, but will alſo prove the acceleration of his danger, for he very often 
ſecs them privatly whiſpering together and ſtiH he obſerves ſome bad fign ard fatall appari- 
tion in their looks and countenances, which infallibly tcl] him that all is not well. And al- 
though they yer give him ſome ſweet words and ſugred ſpeeches, yer he nerwithſtanding the 
more beleeves that they are candid in wormwood and conf.&:d in Gall ; and that they are no 
other bur falſe and flattering Sun-ſhiner, which portend ſome enſuing crucll flerms and dif- 
mall cempefts cowards him. Once he was minded to write ard ſend to D1jzn for bis Son , but 
then he as ſoon reſolves the contrary, as finding it to reliſh more of danger then diſeretion,as 
w-ll for the matter which is Letter might contain, as alſo for the party who ſhould carry it 
thither to him. Bur Icave we him a little to his weakneſs, ard ficknefs, ro his doubts,and fearr, 
and to his ſorrows , calamitics , and perplcxities , and come we apain to ſpeak of wretched 
Adrian his Hoaft, and of prophane Father Iz/tinian the Prieft , to ſce in what ſhapes they will 
come forth to a their bloody parts upon the ſtage of this Hiftory. 

They ar: both of them ſo inhumanc 2rd cruell in their reſolution to nuarther poor fick De 
Laurier, that neicher the c onfideration of Heaven nor Hell is capable to reclaim or divere 
them from this their bloody attempt. As for his helliſh Hoeſt Adrian, he is ſo wiltull and hafty 
in his malice, as he tels Father Fuſtinian, that they dclay coo Jong from murthering De Lane 
rier, and that it is bigh time, yea more than time for them to diſpatch him. Bur tor Father 
Iuftinian who was no leſs malicious in bis ſubtilty, but yet farre more ſubtile in bis malice 
towards De Laurier ; H:,1 ſay, maturcly conſidering chat ic were both a folly and a madneſs 
for ch:m comurther him before whey firſt knew he were rich , and that he had ſome ftore of 
Gold about him, he therefore in ſweet tearms and phraſes patherically adviſcth him to write 
and fend for his Son Dx Poxt to come over to viſit and comfort him 3 when likewiſc the better 
to guild over his ſpeeches wich the more pleaſing aud palpable ſhew of aff:&ion he proff-reth ro 
ride :o D4j-# himſelf to deliver it him with his own hands. Our poor ſick De Laurier taking 
this Pricſts kind advice to him in good partzthereupon firſt thanks him for chis his courtehe,but 
then again dceming and fearing that it proceeded more from falſe treachery , than from any 
rue or reall affeQion to him, he begins to grew cold therein, and ſo rather to reje, than ime 
brace and follow that reſolution; bur at laft weighing and confidering his ficknels by his dan- 
ger, and his Gold and Jcwels by both, as alſo it he ſhould chance to dye or miſcarry there, 
that his Son were then conſequently ruined in the loffe thereof; he thereupon changeth his re» 
ſolution, and preſently reſolves to write and ſend over to Diion for his Son, and tothat end re- 
queltech Father Istinian to excuſe him,ane fo praycs his Hoaſt Adrian to undertake that jours 
ncy and buſineſs , the which he willingly and cheerfully granteth. Now the reſt of that day, 
and the greatcſt part of the next night De Lawrier Iyes ruminating and muſing in his bed whar 
he ſhould wricc to his Son,} and no lefſ: dowh Father Inſtinian and Adrien to think and know 
| What he would write him 3 the next morning, fix of the clock having ftrucken, De Laurier 
takes his pen and paper, and with a weak and trembling hand writes his Letter to his Son : 
An hour after, Adrian comes into his Chamber booted and ſpurred to receive his commands, 
whomhe bad to take and ride his own horſe, then gives him four double Piſtols to defray his 
journey, and ſo ſeals and gives him this enſuing Letter, and praycs him and his Son Du Por to 
makc all poſlible ſpecd back from DFJon to him. | 


DE LAURIER t© DU PONT. 


_ ſeven weeks ſince , comming from Franckford Mart , 1 fellfick at Salynes where I ſtill he 
ery weakin body and much diſcontented in mind in the houſe of mine Hoaſt Adrian ( the bearer 
hereof ) whom I purpoſely ſend over to thee, to pray and command thee to come ride hither to me 
with all poſſible ſpeed: I bave bere with me in Gold and Jewels tothe valew of one thouſand ſeven bun- 
dred Crowns, and ( for ſome privat reaſons )I fear that neither it nor my life is ſafe bere; Come away 
with at intent to find me 414 or dying. Conceal this Letter from all the world. Love this Meſſen= 
ger, but truſt bim not; God proſper my health, and ever bleſs thy proſperity. 


DE LAURIER- 
Oo 2 DE 
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As ſoon as De Laurier had delivered his Hoaſt Adrian this Letter, 2nd he teken leave of 
him, Father Tuſtinien begs leave of De Laurier to ſee Adriantake hotſe. But alas theſ: two 
lewd Villains do deceive his honeft hopes, to perform their own ircacherous intents and pur- 
poles ; for they flye to a low parler, audthcn Jock and bolt the dcorto them; where( azif 
the D:vill had thrown them on covctouſneſt, or covetouſncſs on the D: vill) cHey be fiily break 
up the ſeals of De Lauriers Letter to his Son ( which we have already fern 2nd wu der fic cd) 
whercin they glut and ſurffer their hopes with joy of this new defired treaſure 2rd Cifcovercd 
Indice, and ſo they preſenely ſacrifice it to the fire, and wretched)y refclve ro make that very 
ſamc inſuing night tobe the very laft of De Lauriers rime and the firſt of his eternity. To which 
end Adrian huſhesh himſelf up privarly in bis houſe from the fight of all the world, nd eſpe- 
cially from De Louriers knowledge, and ſo here he ends his preterded , but not his cntended 
Journey to Dii:n, before he began it : And he baving procurcd «xceeding firopg poyfſon there- 
With that night to ſend De Laurier to Heaven whereof giving a liitle to his great cl mafiive 
Dog iu a pcece of bread for a tryall , he therewith preſently tell dezd to the ground ; he like- 
wiſe ſends away Thomas his Oftler a dayes journey into the Countrey upon ſome feigned bus 
fincſs, to the end he ſhould be no witneſs of this foul and crucll fat of theirs, ard then all 
things being firſt by the Devill, and then by theſe his two cxecrable apents prepared in a readi- 
neſs ; Father Juffinian goes up to De Lauriers Chamber , and treachcrouſly entertains bim 
with the hope of his recovery of his health, the haſt of Adrians journcy, and conf quently with 
the ſpeedy return of his Son Du Pont to him from Dijon. Bur I write it with irvib and grief 
that De Lauriers heart and mind is preoccupatcd with too many obnoxious apprchenfons, 
and fears, and takenup with too much doubt and deſpair to the contrary 3 For as moſt fick- 
nefſcs and diſcaſes are moſt commonly devanced and preceded by their fymtoms,, ſo all that 
day and all the evening he found a (wimming in his head, and his fight obſcured and darkned, 
as if ſomeblack ſcarf, or fatall cloud had been drawn and extended before his eyes, His heart 
likewiſc pants, beats, and tremblcs within him, as ifit and his ſenſes were in a faftious mutiny 
cach with other at this their direfull departure and fatall ſequeftration. For ſtill his fears and 
doubts inform him , and bis apprehenſions and deſpair prompt him, that cither Father Tuſtis 
nian the Pricft , or his Hoaft Adrien , or both of them z had: conſpired to murther him, the 
which he —_—_— revealed to Father 7uſtinion, but yet again be dares not, as 
holding it more folly than diſcretion , and that it might therefore produce him more danger 
than ſafety ; he neither can nor will cat any thing that day , and his heart and wind js ſo in- 
ceflantly perplexed with fear, that he fears he ſhall not our-live the next enſuing night : Ard 
now comes that ſorrowfull and diſmall night , wherein theſe two bloody Villaines 
have fully reſolved to poyſon him, Adrien baving in a lower room the poyſon ready, and Fa- 
ther Fuſtinian above, almoſt ready to call for it : Whiles thus the Candle in De Lawricrs 
Chamber burnt dim and obſcure, or diſdaining to ſee, or be accefſary to ſo cruel} a mwretice; 
near about twelve of the clock of that night he awakes out of his ſorrowtull diftrated lum- 
bers , and prayes Father Fuſtinien to give him a little ſpoonfull or two of warm winc,in a (mall 
earthen pot wherein he was uſed to drink; when this monſter of men rejoycing for this tie op= 
portunity , he fteps forth to his bloody companion Adrian, takes the poyloned wafer frum him 
and pours the poyſon from it into this ſmall black pot of wine,and ſo warmes it a little by the 
fire in De Lauriers Chamber , and then gives it to him to drink , the which he is grecdily as 
innocently doth, whereof, after many ftrong convulſions and-ſtruglings, ke within one hour af- 
ter dicth, having neither the means to utter one word, or the power to ſcritch orcry, and yet 
fc r fear and doubt hereof, like two furics, or Dcvils incarnat of Hz!], they with the bed»ftaves 
ram in a great —_ his mouth, _ may = _— when = _ that 
deadly ftr on ha t ity operation before , made a conqueſt of his lite, and 
given An his foul into the hands of his loderpcr , of whom he had Ywes: x received it. 

As ſoon as theſe two wretched miſcreants have diſpatched this lamentable bnkineſs, then 
they tear off his ſecret Leather Girdle full of Gold from his waſtyand then break open his Caſ- 
ket which was under his pillow, wherein (before his breathlefſe body was half cold )they find 
this aforcſaid great ſum of Gold and Jewels, the which they preſcatly dividc,and equally ſhare 
beeween them, when having curiouſly ſcarched his Purſe, Pockets, Dublet, Hoſe , they make 
a great fire , and immediatly burn it all, as alſo his Riding Coat, Casker, and Leather Girdle 
yea, and his Hat, Band and Cuffs, that no marks might remain cither of it or him, and like, 
wiſe turn his Horſe intothe open field and high-wayes, to ſeek for the fortunc of a new _ 

| cr 
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ſerz ſowilc (as they thought) were they in their villany, and fo induſtrious and cautious 
in this their develiſh cruclty and inhumanity. By this time, as the murthered corps cf De 
L eurier grows cold , theſe two Faftors of hell likewiſe begin to provide for his buriall ; ſo a 
licle after two of the clock, they dig a pit in Adriens Orchard, next adjoyning to his houſe, 
and ſo giving him no other winding ſhect or Coffin bur his (birt, they ſecretly and filently carry 
down his body between them , and there bury him, and to make all things ſure , rhey cover 
over the pit , or his grave with green turfes, that no morrcall eye might take ſuſpition or notice 
thereof, This bloody bufinefi thus ated and perperrated by theſe two cxecrable wret- 
ches, Father 7uſtinian and Adrian, who now ſurfet in Gold , and wallowin Jewels, they 
preſently dight themſelves into new apparcll, and coftly ſures, and then day ard night haune 
and frequent the Taverns and Stews , as if they wilfully meane to drown themſelves in all forts 
of ungodly riots, prodigalicics and volupcuouſneſs, whereof their Neighbours, yea, all $2- 
xes take exat obſervation and knowledge, as wondring at the manner , but far more at the 
cauſe hereof, or from whence it ſhould proceed. 
Some three weeks being paſt over, Adrian now holds it fit to ſend home for his Wife 1/a+ 
| bella to Salyneg, the which he doth , who muck wondring at her Huabands unaccuftomed bra- 
ey, ſhe preſcntly cnq 1ires of him for Monfiexr De Laurier, as if (he had far more cauſe to 
fear of his danger, than any way to affure her ſelf of his ſafty and welfare : When, hee 
putting on a brazen face, and ſt:cling and tempering his tongue with cquall falſchaod and im- 
piety, tcls her that he departed thence ſafe and well ſome ten dayes fince; that he gave him fifty 
Crowns for the charges of his entertainment and lodging, and for a token of his love , had 
likewiſc Ieft her aud Father Fuſtinian, co cach of them twenty other Crowns in Gold : Bur 
 hiswifc Iſabell; = of her goodueſs and picty )decming theſe ſpeeches of her Husbands to 
b: as falſe as fatall, and veri)y (af _y and fearing, that he ( with the afſifance of Father 
Fuſtinian) had ſent that harmcleſs good old man to an untimclyideath and Grave 3 ſhee burſts 
torth into immoderate ghs and tears, as ſuſpeRing all was not well, yea fearing nothing more, . 
and belceving nothing le:flc, than chat which he affirmed to her herein. He proff:rs her the 
. twenty Crowaus iu Gold, but (good vertuous woman) ſhe fearing it ro be the hire and price 
of innocent bloud, her tender conſcience is too prevalent, and her harmclefſe heart and foule 
too powerfull with God to accept thercof, and therefore ſh: refuſeth it with as much diſdaine 
and diſcontent , as he cndeavoureth to give it her with aff:Qion and defire. And that the 
Reader may the more fully be informed of her integricy and charity herein, I mcanto the 
preſent memory and well wiſhes of abſent De Laurier, whom ſhe filently fears is for 'cver ab» 
ſent, both from this life and this world; ſhee never goes into the Chamber where he lay fick, 
but ſhe ſacrificeth ſome ſighs to ſorrow in his behalf, and her imegvinary apprehenſion of his 
death , makes her mournfully conceive , that either ſh: ſtill ſees his living oitturey or his dcad 
ghoſt and repreſentation, ſuch was her charitable care of him, ſuch her Chriſtian fear for him. 
We have ſeen this deplorable and cruell murther commirted onthe harmcleſs perſon of old 
De Laurier, by theſe two members of Satan, Adrian,and Father Fuſtinien the Pricft, and if the 
truth deceive not my hopes , we ſhall not proceed much farther in this their Hiſtory , but we 
ſhall ſee Gods juſt Judgements miraculouſly to reſplend and ſhine forth in his pnniſhments on 
them forthe ſame : For | may properly tearm murther and Puniſhment to be individuals and 
companions, in regard the one follows the other, as the ſhadow doth the body , as the firſt 
derives ic originall trom Stan , ſo doth the ſecond from-God, to whem ( in a language of 
blood) ir till cries for reftauration and ſatisfation. Bur nevertheleſs God is a ſecret and (a- 
cred in diſpoſing of the manner and time thereof, and in ordaining by whom, when and 
how he will affli& and execute it : It isnofalſe axiom in Philoſophy , bat a true tenent and 
maxime in Divinty 3 That G14 who made all things , ſets avd governs all ihings , and that 1o- 
thing can be concealed from the eyes of his ſacred Power and divine Providence. All the four Ele» 
ments arc the Miniftcrs of his juftice, yca, M-n and Angels, the Sun, Moon, and Stars, the 
Fowls of the ayre, and the beafts of the field prove many times the Agents of his revenge; of 
which laft ſort and nature, the Reader(to Gods glory,and his owne information and admira- 
tlon)may here obſerve a lively example,and receive a moſt powerfull preſident 3 but whether 
more ſtrange for the truth, or rare for the ſtrangeneſs thereof I know not, and therefore will 
not define. For the ſame day moncth next after , that Adrian and Fuftinian had buried the 
. deadbody of De Laurier, behold a huge and ravening Woll (being latcly arrouſedfrom the 
adjacent vaſt woods) ſecking up and down for his prey, came into Adrians Qrchard next ad- 
joyning to his houſe (purpoſcly ſent thicher by God as a Miniſter of his ſacred juſtice and re- 


venge) who ſenting ſome dead carrion (which _ was the dead Corps of De Laurier,that 
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was buc ſhallowly buricd there in the ground) he fiercely with his pawes and noſe tears up the 
Earth , and at laft puls and draggs it up, and there till an hour after the break of day remains 
devouring and eating up of the fleſh of his Armes, Leggs, Thighs, and butrocks. But (as God 
would have it ) he never touched any part of his face, bur leaves it fully undisfigured ; When 
iaftancly ſome Gentlemen hunters of Sa/ynes, and the Neighbour Pariſhes , being aſcertained 
by ſome Peaſants in the fields , that the Wolf was paſt that way, they cloſcly follow him with 
their Dogs and Horns, and ſo at laſt find: him in Adrians Orchard, cating as they think, of 
ſome living bcaſt or dead carrion 3 But the Wolf being terrified with the noiſe of the han- 
rers loud ſhouts and cryes, as alſo of their Dogs fierce yawling and bawling, preſently torſakes 
his prey , and ſaves his life by his flight , alchough the Dogs and many Peaſants do cagerly 
rſfuc him ; Whiles all the Gentlemen (as if led by the immediat finger of God ) with their 
ſav and Boreſpears in their hands, ruſh into the Orchard to fee and find out whereon the 
Wolfhad preyed, when loc (contrary to their expeCtations ) their amazed eyes are enforced 
to bchold the pitifull ſpeftacle, and lamentable obje& of a mangled dead mans body , miſe- 
rably devourcd and eaten be that ſavage Wolfe, and the which they ſaw he had digged and 
torn up z as they fully beleived from his untimely Grave : They therefore at firſt Rand aftoniſh- + 
ed wich grief, and amazed for ſorrow at this prodigious and deplorable fight, and yer ſuch 
was their living compunCtion tothis dead Corps, and conſequently their zeal to Gods glory 
and juſtice, as confidently believing that he was proditorionſly murthered by ſome inhuman 
perſon or perſons ; that the odious ſinch of this long buried body, could not hinder them 
from approaching to ſurvey and behold it; They find the greateft part of the flcſh of his body 
devourcd by the Wolf, butC(as before) his face whole and untouched, when they ſee (and cx- 
treamly grieve and ſorrow to ſee) that it was a grave old man with a long white beard, bug 
ſo beſincaredwith carth and duſt as they could not refrain from fighs and tears to behold it. 
Here they ceaſt to purſve the Wolf, and becauſe neither of them knew this poor and miſerable 
dead carkaſe, they therefore ſtepto the other end of the Orchard, and their conſult what is fix 
to be done in this lamentable bnfincſs and accident, Bur their opinions as ſo many lincs con- 
carre and terminate in this centrec, that abſolately this dead body was cruelly murthercd, and 
there by the murtherers privatly and filently buried. They farther vehemently ſuſpeR and be- 
leeve, that becauſe it was buried in Adriaxs Orchard, that therefore it was apparantly pro- 
bablc, it was hee wich his Wife and Servants who had murthered and buricd him there where- 
fore to keep sheſe ſuſpeFed bloody Birds in their Cages, they (as wiſe and judicious Genle- 
men ) place a ſtrong Guard of their Scrvants and Peaſants to watch the doors and windows of 
Adrians houſe , that none ifſue forth thence , and they themſelves go preſently to the Criminall 
Judges of the Town, andacquaint them with this lamentable objc& and accident. 

In the mean our harmleſs and vertuons Iſabella, hearing theſe loud ſhouts and outcrics at 
ber doors ſo ſoon in themorning, ſhe in the abſence of her Husband ;' ( who lay forth of his 
houſe that night deboſhing and revelling with his cups and: Queans )) fearing that all was noz 
well, and therefore her amazed and ſorrowfull heart, not willing to know that whereof ſhe was 
Infinity dcfirous to be ignorant, ſbe lay till birterly fighing and weeping in her bed , becauſe 
her thoughts and mind, her ſuſpicions and fears told her , that this unſcaſonable alarum and 
noiſe might deſcend and refle& from ſome fatall news which had betyded De Lowrier,& if this 
ftorm and tempeſt fel] not on her, yet alas ſhe extreawly fears and doubts it would fall on A4- 
driap hcr Hu:band, whom ſhe vehemently thought and fearcd had imbrued and imbathed bis 
hands in ths innocent blocd of this honeft man. As for Thomas her Oftler,and Gracete her Maic, © 
although this unaccuſtomeduoiſe made them ſuddenly forſake their Bces and apparell them- 
ſelves to reccive their Miftris commands how they ſhould bear themſelves in this hurly burly, 
yet becauſe they were white with innocency, yea, ſo innocent as they knew no hart or thoughe 
of danger , they only deemed, that it was cither ſome unlawfull aſſcmbly of Peaſants, or clſe 
ſome caft and disbanded Souldiers from Flanders, whocame to rob their Maſters hoaſe or 
Poultry in his abfence, wherefore mere fear hereof, kept them from either opening the doors, 
or looking out at Windows, By this time the Gentlemen hunters bring the criminall Judges 
on the place to view this dead body , and withthem come a great number ofthe Neighbours 
and Inhabitantsof Selynes to dothe like, and amongſt the reft, the Phyfitian Le Motte ( of 
whom this Hiſtory hath already made mention,and heof all the reft knows the dead body,and 
therefore with much paſſivn and ſorrow cries our ; that it was a Goldſmith of Dijon named 
Menfieur De Laurier , who lay long ſick in Adrians hauſe, and that he had formerly given him 
Phy fick there, and ſo he ſaid and affirmed that he perfeAly knew him to be the ſame , and ve- 
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rily imagined that hz was brought co ſome untimely cnd,and fo buricd there, bur by whom he 
knew nor. , 
The Judges therefore b-lceving the report of this honeſt Phyfitian Le Motte; they cauſe 
the remainders of the fleſh of this dead body to be ſearched and viſited , the which they find 
without any wounds. And yet nevertheleſs deeming both Adrian, his Wife Iſabe!lu, and their 
S:tvants , to be the muttherers of this honeſt man , they break open the doors, and miſſing A- 
drian they (cizz on his Wife Iſabella, as alſo on her Oftter Thomas, and his Maid Graceta, aud 
then bring chem co the fight of this dead body with whoſe murther they flatly charge them , 
and enquire whart is become of Adriau himſelf. Art this unexp:@ed forrowtull news and obj:&, 
Iſabella is all in tears, yca ſhe is ſo cxtreamly perplexed and afflifted, as wanting all other aſli- 
flance and comfort ſhze implores that of God. She tcls them that her Husband Adrian lay 
not at home with her the Jaſt night, and frecly and plainly affirms cothem 3 that that dead body 
was Monſieur de Laurier a Goldſmith of D:jon, who lay long fick in her houſe as he came from —=@& 
Franckford Mart, but how he came to his endor by whom, ſhe takes Heaven and Earth to wit- 
neſs (h: knows nor, and with this her depoſition do her Oftler and Maid concurr and agree ir 
all prgots and circumſtances. The Judges likewiſe caufing a curious ſcarch to be made in $- 
lynes for Adrian, it was found out that that night he lay in Father 7uStitians houſcthe Prieſt, 
and two whores in their company drinking and revelling all night, and upon the very firſt rc- 
port they heard of De Lauriers naburiall by a Wolf, they both ( galled with gailey conſcien- 
cies )bctake themſelves to th:ir heels, and lefr bogh their two Strumpets to their repentance. 
Their flight proclaims their guiltineſs of this murther coall the world,c(pecially to the Judges. 
. Who upon knowledge thereof to find out the truth of this deplorable difafter,they adjudge T/a- 
bella, Thomas, ahd Graceta tothe Rack : as for Thomas and Graceta , their innoc:ncy makes 
them brook their torm:nts with admirable paticncc and conſtancy,for they can never be drawn 
to revale that of which they are ignorant , mor to accuſe themſelycs of that whereof they are 
not g'1ilty. Bur for Iſabella, the inceſſant prayers and importunate requeſts and folicirations 
of many of her honeſt Neighbours, doth ingrave ſuch deep impreſſions of her vertnes and pi- 
ety. and of her ſweet inclination and diſpoſition in the hearts of the Judges , as they chang 
their reſolutions againſt her and ſo diſpence with her for that torture : when ſending every 
way abroad to purſue Adrian and Father 7uſtinias , they content themſelves to keep the Mi- 
tris, the Man,and the Maid cloſe Priſoners. They are fo adviſed in their judgements , and 
ſo judicious in their adviſe, as they ſpeedily ſend away Poſt to Dijon to acquaint Du Pont the 
Son, with this diſafterous accidens which had betided his Father De Laurier here in Svlynes, 
who at the firſt alarum of this ſad uncxpeted news, ſeems now ro drown himſelf in his tcars 
th:reat, and ſo thereupon rather to flye then poaſt away from Dijon to Salynes where he con- 
fers with the criminall Nada of that Town, who report to him the flight of Father 7uſtinian 
and Adrien, as alſo of their impriſoning of his Wife Iſabella , of her Maid Graceta, and her 
Oftler Thomas, in whoſe houſe his Father lay fick= So Du Pont viſits the dead Rtinking man- 
gled body, and finds it to be that of his Father , whcreat nature and duty preſcribe him ſo 
powerfull a law , as at the ſight thereof, he burſts forth into many bitter tears and lamentable 
crycs and paſſions. When giving him a decent and ſolemn burlall in the nzxe Church, he in- 
forms the Judges, that to his knowledge, his Father had good ftore of Gold and Jewcls about 
him, ſo h: entreats them, that Adrian & Father 7u/tinians houſe may be curiouſly ſearched for 
the ſame , which is performed, but finding no part thereof,and both of them fled, he is confti- 
dent in his heart , that thcir flight proclaime, them guilty of his Fathers murther , and con- 
Cquently that Tſabellz, her Oftler, and Maid, infallibly were accefſaries thereunto. Where- 
upon he repairs again to the Judges , and with many importunities praycs them that all three 
ofthem may be pur to the Rack for the ſame, thereby to bole and find out the truth of this 
lamentable accident, the Judges approve of Du Ponts living affection and 2z:al to his dead Fa- 
ther, but (as impartiall Oracles and Gficers of Juſtice) they tell him that they have already 
cauſed Thomas and Craceta to be racked, and that they both have ftrongly juſtifi:d their inno- 
cency of his Fathers murther, by ſuffering their corments with incredible forticude and pati- 
ence. And as for their Miſtirs Iſabella, they tell him they are fully reſolved and afſured, that 
fhe was abſolutely innocent, as well for that ſhe was many daycs abſcnt with her Father in the 
Countrey , when by all likelyhood and circuraftance ,his Father was mucthcred,as alſo becauſe 
the generall votes and{voices of all her Neighbours reported her to be a very vertaous and reli- 
ous woman, and thatthereforc in thir hearts and conſciences, they muſt needs exempt and 
tree her from thoſe torments. | 
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Buc chicy cold him farther, that in honour co juttice, and to ſee what God and time might 
producc, they would detaine them all three in Priſon for the {pace of three or four moneths, in 
which mean time concurring with him in opinion that Father Tuſtinian and Adrian andoubt. 
edly were the murtherers of his Father De Lau ier » they therefore perſwade him with all pol 
ſible ſpecd and diligence to purſuc them up and down the Countrey , untill he had detetted, 
apprehended, and brought them to juſtice 3 the which Du Pont doth, but with ſuch extraor. 
dinary zcal and haſt, that he forgat a ſingular circumſtavce, of no mean impartance, the omid. 
ſion whereof might very well have made his reſearch of them vain. For hee forgat at Salynes 
to rake with him their Piftures and Effigies whereby to find them, out in the Country , with 
far the more caſe and facility, whercof hee afterwards much repented himſelf, 

As for our two cxccrable wretches, Father Tujtinian and Adrien, their guilty thoughts and 
conſciences(like ſo many Ghoſts and blood-hound- Jfo inccflantly purſued them and ſtupilied 
their judgements, thatreſolving to flyc and ſave ch-m(clves , from the free County, into Swit« 
z:rland,chey huſhthemſclyes up the day for ſh:lter in ſom: thick Grove or Wood, and trayel- 
ling all night from Selynes, they notwithſtanding, the next morning(to their unſpeakable feare 
and y:xaon ) ſaw themſelves again wichin a lictle league thereof, and in this manner they for 
ſome'cight.nights following,travelled a foot through unknown wayes & Woods , and yer here 

let the Reader beheld and obſcrve the wonderful juſtice of God towards them; for at the end 
thereof, they are noe as yet fully gone ſeven Icagurs off from Saiynes , and they could not af- 
cend the leaſt hill or hillock , but they looking back behind. them, the Towers, and Turrcts of 
Salynes were ſtill apparent and conſpicnous to them, as it they purſued and followed them, 
the which indeed ſtruck cxtream fear to their guilty hearrs, and infinite terrour and amazement 
to thir foul and trembling conſciences. Bur chis circumſtance of Gods wrath and revenge to» 
wards them , is forthwith ſcconded and followed by another , wherein his divine providence 
and iuftice miraculouſly appears and ſhines forth (with infinite Juftre and glory ) toall thoſe 
who ſhall read, or hear this Hiſtory. For the tenth evenig after their flight from Sahnes, they 
being extreamly wearicd and{tired jwith their foot travels ( for horſcs they dared noe buy 
any ) and within a mile off cntring into a grcat Wood, they in a fair plain, ſceing no body pre- 
ſ:nt, they at laſt cſpicd an erring horſe, without Rider, Saddle, or Bridle : which relolving 
to ſciz: on thereby to recreat their wearicd limbs and bodics, they approach and ſurprize him. 
And then Adrien knowing him well to be De Lauriers horſe, which (we have ad « they had 
formerly turncd off in Salynes the ſame night wherein they murthered his Mafter, they cx- 
treamly joyfull of this unlooked for good fortune, make a halter of their Girdlcs and 
and ſo caſting their Cloaks under them,they both ride way on him,and nighe drawing,on they 
hope to recover the Town of Pontarlin before break of day z But God is here y bent a- 
gainſt chem, ſo that this horſe which they took for the cauſe of their joy ,* will very ſbortly 
prove the: matter of their miſcry, and that which they thought would be the water of their 


ſafety will fall out to produce their inevitable danger and confufions For God (in his reven- 


ging juſticc) carrying their horſe , and he them a ftraying and making that night through con- 
trary wayes and lanes, they the next morning at break of day to their unipeakable grief;do ſee 
themſelves three great Leagues off trom Pontarlin, when their foul faftsand conſciences make 
them ſtili ſo trewbling fearfull, that every buſh they beheld, cvcry bird they hear, and every 
leaf they found wagging , they think are ſo many Serjeants come to arreſt them, as alſocyery 
tree they ſaw, they confidently belecve are fo many Judges come to ſentence and condewn them 
to death for this their cruell murthering of De Laurier, ſuck was their prodigious defpaire, 
ſach was their ominous and fatall fear for the ſame. 
| Butherc their horſe (orecharged with this foul and monſtrous burthen)begins to fail tem; 
ſo the more he lcfſ:neth his pace, the more it increaſeth their apprehenfiau and fear : And 
here they conſult what to do , whether to ratire with'theis Horſe into the next Wood till nighe, 
or clſe to advance towards Pontarlin, But their Bread and Mcat failing them, and they ſceing 
the coaſt cleer, they therefore reſolye to ride thicher, and far the ſooner do they aflwoe 
and imbrace this reſolution ; becauſe as yet they knew it was timely in the moming, and 
conſe quently few or no people ſtirring. Now todifpatch their Journey the ſooner, Adrien is 
content to walk on foot, and Father 7uftizian to ride, and both of them arc cqually refotved 


to put cheerfall faccs on their perplexed and trembling hearts. And here as I will noe 
ſay it was their bad, but their juſt fortune , which condutted them within lefle 
than one Leangueof PONTARLIN, without being eſpycd or ſeen of any : 
So it was likewiſe the providence nnd Juſtice of God , at that very hour and place firſt to 
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bring Du Pont in (ight of them , who in two dayes was parted from Salynes , and in all that 
time had lefc no Hamler, Village, or Town, unſought to find out and apprehend theſe mur- 
thecers of his Father 3 Now as hee draws ncer them, his eyes tell him, that the herſe whereon . 
one of theſe two men ride, was of the very ſame hair and fhape as was that of his Fathers, 
which ſtruck ſome ſaſpition and apprehenſion in his hearr, that ſure theſe were Father Iujtini- 
an and Adrian, and for the more becauſe by his habit he knew that he who rid was a Prieſt. 
The better therefore to be fully aſſured hereof, he reſolves to Gutride them, thereby the more 
narrowly to obſerve both the horſe and them, the which he doth. He paſſeth by them and 
views them wich his countenance purpoſely compoſed more of neglc& than of obſervation to» 
wards them. When perfe&ly kygyige the horſe(by his two white feet, and white Star in his 
forchcad) to be his Fathers , te they by all conſequence and appearance tobe his 
murtherers,then Lay nature and grace inſuſcd a ſecret reluftation into his beart and ſoul,whe- 
ther he ſhould more grieve or rejoyce to ſee them 3 Now as he is loth to leave th:m bchind him, 
ſo he bethinks himſelf of a pretty policy. For riding ſome hundred paces befors them, he 
deſcends from his horſe, tics him up to the branch of a tree, caſt down his Sword and riding 
Coat inthe high way, untruſſcth his points, and ſteps within the hedge, as if he purpoſely 
meant to caſe himſelf; bug indeed it was to have them paſſe before him, that ſo he might in» 
compaſſc them as two murthering W Ives in a Toyle ; Ar his deſcent from his horſe ( as guilty 
conſciences are ſtill affraid r all things) Father Tuſtinian and Adrianfirſt begin to fear this 
Stranger, as _— to apprehend them, and ſo reſolve to truſt to their heels and the wocds 
for their ſafety , but when they ſee his Sword and Coat inthe way , and himfſclf within the 
hedge with his hoſe down, then they again take courage and heart at grace, and fo proceed 
on the way towards the Town, but till they look back on him as if the foulneſs of their fatt 
continually made their fears and dangers the more eminent. This js carefully and curiouſly ob» 
ſerved of Du Pont, who (now comes after them a ſofc trot) conrenting himſclf to ſee them a 
flight ſhot before him ; as well knowing that his horſe was far nimbler and ſwifter than theirr, 
and that therefore he might ferch them up at his pleaſure, By this time they two arrive at 
Fontarlin, which they enter where (bcing hungry and fearfull , and their horſe weary and 
hungry ) chey take up one of the next Inns, which is at the fign of the Tygre where thinking 
themſeives free of him who followed them, they recommend their Horſe to the Oftler , and 
calling for ſome Mutton, Bread, and Wine, they there privatly huſh themſelves up in their 
Chamber. Bur the vigilant cyc and care of Du Pont ſees where they are entered , fo he puts up 
his horſe to another Inn cloſe by, and preſently with much Glence and celerity , trips away to 
the Tygre Inn where they arc, and knowing them to be above the Rlairs in their Chamber to 
break faſt, he.cals for the Hoaſt thercof, takes him into a cloſe low room next the door 3 tels 
him that the Pricft and the other man which cntred his houſe right now, had cruelly murthe- 
red his Father in S«lynes, and therefore moſt curtcouſly and earnefily prayes bim, to ſtep pre- 
ſently and fetch the Criminall Officers of that Town to apprehend them fe the ſame, and till 
his and rheir return, thathe will give him two of his Scrvantsto guard the doors that they c(- 
cape not awayz The Hoaſt of this heuſc in deteftation of this foul faft of theirs , and to the 
honour and reputation of himſelf and his houſe, ſpeeds away to the Officers who preſently ar- 
rive with him , co whom Du Poxt ſorrowfully and paſſionatly relates, that this Pricft named 
Iuſtinian, and this Adrian who was an Inn-keeper of Salynes and now above , had very latcly 
in his own houſe , murthered his Father De Laurier , who was a Goldſmith of Diien , ftript 
and robbed him of much Gold and Jewels, and then buried him in his Orchard, and therefore 
(wich tears in his eycs )covjures themto do him juſtice by ſpeedily apprehending them for the 
ſame , the which they as ſoon grant him. So they all aſccnd to their Chamber where they 
find them deeply tipling in their Cups, aſmuch devoid and inſcntible of danger as of gracc. 
Here Du Pont(with cquall paſſion and forrow)ftrongly chargeth then both with the murthee 
of his Father De Laurier, as alſo for robbing of his Gold and Jeweler, and forburying of himin 
the O:chard, Bur theſe two bloody faftors of Hell, with a world of ſtout looks, impious 
oaths and fearſall afſeverations, vow and ſwear the contrary, So the Officers take them afide 
and examin them ſevcrally hereon. Burt they can reccive nothing from'them but peremptory 
denials and prophanc exccrations. $ 


The which Du Poxt hearing and underſtanding be (with much affc&ion to his Father, and 
diſcretion to himſelf ) to vindicate and know the truth hereof with the more facility and 


the Icfſe time , entreats the Officers to ſearch them both narrowly for his Fathers 
Gold 
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G-.1d and Jewels , which by Gods dirc&ion they do, the one after the other , when they finds 
quiltcd up to their doublers and hoſe, ſtore of Gold, and fome rick Jewels and Rings, and 
yet theſe wo bloody Villains deny this murther of their with much audacity and impudcncy, 
{w:aring that they found this treaſure in a Cavket in the high way a little League beyond 
Salynes. Bat this lye of theirs is as falſe, as their murther and robbery of honeſt old De Lau- 
rier was to true, which God(in his mercy and juſtice) will briefly bring to light and puniſh» 
ment tar ſooner than theſe bloody miſcreants cither think or fear of. 

Du Port(all this notwithſtanding) conftantly affures theſe Officers , that all this Gold and 
Jewels , and much and many more were his Fathers, and therefore are now his both by righr and 
propriecy,as being his only Son and child, and ſo demands poſicſion thereof, Bur thetic Offi 
ccrs mildcly deny this requeſt of his,tell him they muſt cake them by an Inventory, and fo to- 
gether with the two Prifoners to ſend them to the Judges of Salynes under whoſe juriſdiction 
they affirmed they were, So for that night they commit Father 1»/tinian and Adrien to two 
ſcvcrall Priſons, where they ſhall find leaſure though not cnough to repent this foul and 1a» 
mentable fa& of theirs. Which was no ſooner done, but Du Pont (having thanked theſe Offi- 
cers ©! Pontarlin ) ſends away a Poaſt to Salynes to acquaint the Judges thereof , of his appre- 
hending of theic the two Maurtherers of his Father , whom he carncſtly beſought to haſten 
their ex curionsz ſo according, to his requeſt at the end of two daycs theſe two Priſoners arc 
ſeni tor, and brought from Ponrarlin to Salynes, and there imprifoned. 

The very n«<xt morning the criminall Judges ſend for them to one ot their houſes , and firſt 
{: vers'ly private, and then publickly by confrontation, examine th. m on this crucll murther 
and robbery, bu the Devill is till fo Rtrong with them, that with much coirape and vehemency 
th 5 continuc and ſtand firm in their negative reſolution and deniall ; but De Laurier bcing 
now found and known to have laycn ſome ſeven weeks fick in Ad 3ans houſe, as well by the 
cont:ſon of Iſabella his Wife , of Gracete her Maid , and of Thomas their Oftler, as alſo of 
the Apothecary La Motte, then his body found buricd in the Orchard, and Adrian and Father 
TIuttiman heir tudden flight upon the fameand now laſtly, his horſe, Gold, and Jewels found 
upon them in Pontarliz by the Officers of that Town, and his Son Du Bont , were evidences as: 
b:ight and apparant as the Sun that (in honour to Juſtice and in glory to God from whom all 
erue juſtice is derived) theſe wiſe and grave Judges of Salynes, do rejet theſe denials of Adriay 
and Father Fujtinien, as falſe, prophane, and impious, and therefore that very inſtant ad judge 
them both to the Rack, at the hearing of which ſentence they ſeem 80 be appalled and daun- 
ted, but they bzing advertiſed that Iſabella his Wife was likewiſc impriſoned for this faR, ſhe 
for her parc , by ſome fricnds of hers makes ſite to the Judges , that ſhe may be permitted ro 
ſpeak with her Husband , and fo doth Father Inſtizian that he likewiſe may ſpeak with her, 
But the Judges hold both of theſe their requetts to be vain and impertinent,and therefore flatly 
contradift and deny them. : 

So Adrian is ficft brought to the Rackywho though he be weak of conſtitution yet he is ſill 
ſo Rrong in his villany, as ke will not be perſwadcd or drawn to confeſs it , but with much 
courage of body, and animoſity of mind, ſuffers himſelf to be faftned thereto, whereof the Jud- 
gcs being advertiſed, they in their diſcretion hold it expedient to delay his torments for 
a teme, and fo firſt tro make triall of Father Tuſtinian , ro fee. if theſe his torments will 
make him lefs ſtout, and more flexible in che contefſion thereof. Wherein(T write ie with joy) 
their judgements nothing deceive them , for at rhe very firft wrench of the Rack, Godis fo 
mercitull to his ſoul, and fo propitious to his new converſion and repentance, that he then and 
there conf: {ſeth this lamentable murther, ia all its branches and circumftances ( as we have for- 
mcrly und rſ{tood ) affirms only himfſelt and Adrian to be the Authors and ARors thereof; 
ſwcars that Iſabelle, Graceta, and Thrmas were every way innocent thereof, and had no hand 
or know!edye therein whatſocver, Whercupon the Judges fend again for Adrian, and cauſe 
him ancw to be broughc ro the Rack, but firſt they hold it fir to confront bim with his bloody 
companion Father Tuſtinian, who boldly affirming , and conſtantly confirming all his former 
depoſicion to him in his face tobe fincerc and true. Adrian is amazed and daunted thereat, as 
alſo at the fight of the Rack which was again prepared and brought for him, . when the Devill 
flying from him, and he caftinghis heart and ſoul at the ſacred fect of Gods mercy, he there ve- 
ry ſorrowfully confirmed all Father Tuſtinians confeſſion to be truc, and then falling on his 
knees. he (with many bierer fighs and tears) faid again and again aloud; that his Wife, his Man, 
and his Maid were as truly innocent, as Father Iu#injan and himſelf were alone truly guilty of 
this foul and crucll murther and robbery of De Laurier. 


When 
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When their Judges, aſmuch rejoycing at the detetion and confeſſion of theſe their crimer,as 
they lamented and deteſtcd their perperrations thereof; They condemn them both to be hang- 
ed the next morning and becauſe Father Fu{tinian had violated his ſacred Order, and Adrian 
the humane and Chriſtian Lawes of Hoſpitality, their bodies after to be burnt to 
aſhes. 

So as ſoon as Father 7uſtinian was degraded of his Sacerdotall Order, and habit, and com- 
mitted to the ſecular powery, he together with Adrian were for that night returned to their 
Priſon and —_—_ , where two Pricfts, and one Frycr of the order of the & cobing pre= 
pare their ſoules for Heaven againſt the next morning. It was a grief to Iſabellas heart , to hear 
that he was guilty of this foul and lamentable murther, but a far greater rorment and hell to 
her mind to underftand that he muſt ſuffer death for the ſame,and that ſhe ſhould neither ſee 
nor ſpeak with him any more either in this life, or this world, Again , looking from him to 
her ſelf, as ſhe could not hope for his life , ſo ſhe thought ſhe had ſome ſmall cauſe, or at laaft 
ſcruple rodoube and fear her own, in regard it lay at the curtefic or cruclty of her Husband 
and Father Fuſtinian, for that(as we have formerly underſtood) they acquainted her with their 
intents and defires to murther De Laurier,and ſhe revealcd it not. But yer( nevertheleſs) in the 
py of her keart,and the candid innocency of her ſoul ſhe commits the ſucceſs both of her 

ife,and death to God, and not being able to {lcep away any part of that night for ſorrow, the as 

arcligious woman,and a moſt vertuous wife ) paſſeth out the whole obſcurity thereof, in the 
brigheneſs of heavenly cjaculations and praycrs, which from the profundity of her hcart , (hee 
prefereth up to Heaven both for her Husband and her elf. 

Vzry carly the next morning, before 7uftinian and Adrian went to their execution; Du Pont, 
and (at his requeR)the Judges repair to the Priſon to them3where he and they enquire of him, 
ro what valew of Gold and Jewels they had taken from his dead Father, who tell him, thatin a 
Letter which his Father had wricten to him to Dijon , and the which they had ſuppreſſed and 
burnt, he therein mentioned the valew of one thouſand ſeven hundred Crowns. And being a= 
gain demanded by him, what and where was become of all that great fumm in Gold and Jew- 
els, they freely and ingeniouſly tell him, that one third part thereof was taken fromthem , by 
him and the Officers of Juſtice in Poxtarlin, and another third hec ſhould find hidden in ſuch 
and ſuch fecret places of their houſes,and tor che other third part, they blufhed nor to con» 
feſs and averre, that they had fince paid ſome old debts and bought ſome new apparell , and 
ſpent the reſt thereof upon their whores, and other of their voluptuouſneſs and prodigalitics. 
$0 the Judges and Du Pont ſpeed away to Adrian and Father Tuſtintaxs houſes, where they 
find the Gold and Jewels according to their confeſſions , the which together with the other 
former part taken fromthem at Pontarlin(both which amounted to ſome 11 or 1200 Crowns) 
theſe wiſe and honeft Judges deliver up unto Du Pont, who recceivesit from them with joy 
and thankfulneſs , but as a good Son rejoyceth farr more at the now approaching deſerved 
deaths, of theſe two bloody and execrable wretches, Father Iuftinian and Adrian, the mure 
therers of his good old Father De Laurier,of whom ſome twenty and five years before, he had 
the happincſs co receive his life. & 


Some two hours after, which was about ten of the clock inthe morning theſe our two con» 
demncd malcfaftors arc brouge to the place of Execution, where a great concourſe of people 
of Selynes, and the Countrey thereabours attend to ſee them finifh the laſt Scene and Cataftro- 
phe of their lives. The firſt who aſcends the Ladder is Adrian , who ſpeaks little; Only he 
rakes it to his death , that his deer wife Iſabella, his Servant Maid Gracete, and his Oftler Tho- 
mas, arc az abſoluecly innocent of this murther of De Laurier , as he himſclf here again con- 
f:ff=rh he is guilty thercof. He prayes God to forgive him this foul fa, and beſeccheth all 
that are preſent ro pray to God for him, and for his wretched and miſcrable foul, the which 
he knoweth hath greatneed and want of their prayers , when caſting bis Handkerchict over his 
face, and privatly ending ſome few prayers to himſelf he is turned over. Inftantly after him Fa- 
ther Juftinian mounts the Ladder, who (in his looks and countenance) ſcems to be very re- 
pentant and penitent for this his foul and hainous faQ, the which he prayes God xo abſolve and 
forgive him, he here again cleers Iſabella, Gracete , and Thomas of this murther. Hee much 
lamenteth that he hath ſo highly ſcandaliz:d the ſacred order of Priefthood in his crime and 
perſon 3 and therefore beſcecheth all Prieſts and Churchmen etther preſent or abſent to for- 
give it him; when repeating Come 4ve Maries, and often making the ſign of the Croſs, he was 
likewiſe turned over. 


And 
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And thug was the miſerable life and death of chis impious Pricft , and wicked and bloody 
Hoaſt, and in this ſharp manner did God juftly cevenge himſelf and puniſh them with ſhame 
and confufton for this cruell and lamentable murther. Immediatly after which execution of 
theirs , the Judges ſet our vertuous and innocent Tſabe!le,and her maid,& Ofiler free from their 
undeſcrved indurance and troubles, whercat all the ſpeRators , do as muck praiſe God for the 
liberty of the three laſt ax they deteſt the foul crime , and rejoyce at the jult puniſhments of 

the ewo firſt : If we make good uſe of the knowledg of this ſorrowfall Hiſtory, 
the profit and conſolation thereof will be ours, and he glory 
Gods, which God of his beſt favour and 4-1 
mercy grant us. Amen _ * © 


a 


"Deniſe 


Gods revenge againſt the Crying and Ex? 
ecrable Siane of Murther. 


HISTORY XXVII 


Hippolito wurrbereth Garcia in tbe ſtreet by nights or the which he is banged, Dominica end 
her Chamber-maid Deniſa poyſoneth ber Hus band 0; Deniſa efterwerds ftrengleth ber 
own new-born Babe, and tbrows it into « Pond, for the which ſhe is hanged: On the Ladder ſhe 
confeſſed that ſhe wes acceſſery, with her Lady Dominica, in the poyſoxing of ber Husbhand R9- 
derigoz for the which Dominica is «pprebended, and likewiſe hanged. 


Ow caſily doth malice and revenge enter Into our hearts z and how difficultly do we ex- 

pell and baniſh it thence; and whatdorh this promiſe, of rather threaten unto us, buy 
that it is a wretched fign and teftimony , thag the Devill hath more power with us than God, 
that we more dearly aff:@ Nature than Grace , and Earth then Heaven ? In many fins there is 
ſome pretence or ſhadow of pleaſure, butin murther there is none,exceps we defire that it ſhould 
bring gricf and repentance to our hearts, horror and terror to our conſciences, and miſery and 
confufionto our ſoules : which indeed, deſpight of our earthly TY 1 preven- 
tion, ic will infallibly both ſhew and bring us. But (to ſkew our wick in our weakneſs) 
through the ſlye ſubciltie and trechery of Satan, we think we aft and it ſo ſecretly, 
hes emmabotand out of meu nor detefted or puniſhed of God. in, what ſocciſh 
fools and fooliſh wadmen are we, thus to deceive and our ſclvcs with falſe hopes and 
erroneous ſuggeſtions ? for although men may be deluded , and not ſee it , yet can God be 
mocked, or will he be blinded and deceived ? Onno , his decrees and refolutiens are ſecret and 
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ſacred, and thongh inviſible to our eyes, yer our dcltgncs and ations are cranſparent eo his : 
For he ( in his all-ſceing providence) reſerves to himf{lf che manner and time, how and where 
to puniſh ir. As read werthis approaching Hifſtorlc, and ic will conficme as much , in the lives 
and dcaths of ſome bloudie and inhumane p:rſonages, who were born to honour, and con- 
ſequently to have lived more happic, and died lefle ignominiouſly. 

[n the rich and populous Citie of Granade(* which Ferdinand and T/abellz, King and Queen 
of Spain, Anno 1492. ſofamouſlly and forcunacly conquered from the Mores ) there ( within 
theſe few years ) dwelt an ancient Lady, named Dona Alicia Cervantella, who was deſcended 
of nobl: parentage, and by her late Husband, Dor Pedro de Cardinas ( dying a chicf Com- 
mander in thc Weſt Indies) ſhe had two children, a Son and a Daughter ; be named Don Garcis 
and ſhe Dona Dominica 3 he of ſome twentic years of ages and ſhe of ſome cightcen ; he tall 
offtatur:, but ſomewhat hard-fayoured, and the ſhort, but excceding fair and beautifull. Their 
Mother Cervautella being not left rich by her deceaſed Husband , did yet bring up theſe hee 
two Children very honourably and vertuouſly , and maintained them excecding gallant in 
theic apparell, though the clad her (cf the worſe for it, for their ſakere She obſerves her Son 
Don Garcia to bz of a mild diſpofition , and very wittie and judicious ; but for her Daughter 
Dominica , ſh: ſecs with fear, and fears with gricf, that her wie will come ſhort:of her beauty, 
and her chaltity of her wit : in which regard and conlideration, ſhe loves him better than her, 
and yec bcars ſo vigilant an cye over her ations, that as yet ſhe keeps her within the lifts of mo- 
dcſty , an the bounds of obedience, as hotding it far eruer diſcretion to make her raore be- 
loved than feared of her, or rather that tear and love by turnes might at their ſeverall parts 
upon the-Theatre of her yo.uthfull hearc and reſolutione. There is an old rich Gentleman of 
thac City hobly deſcended, tcarmed Don Hippolito Sevine, commonly known and named only 
Dun Hippolite, aged of ſome threcſcore and ten years , and much ſubjc& to the Gout, a diſcaſe 
better known than cured, and which loves rich mien as much as poor mcn hate it : And this old 
Hippolito, in th: froſt and winter of his age , falls in love with our fair young Lady Dominica, 
and ſo by the Lady the Mother ſeeks ber Daughter in Marriage. As for th: Mother, ſhe loves 
Hippelito's Gold better chan her Daughter doth his age, and aff.&s his Lands as much as ſhee 
hatcs his perſonage. Bur Don Garcia, at the often requeſts of his Siſter, being ar latt vanquiſh- 
ed by her importunity, ſoon chavgeth his Mothers opinion and goodeclteem of Hippolito , and 
ſo they all chree give him the repulſe and deniall, But his affe&tion to this delicate freſh young 
beanty makes hin more perverſe and obſtinate than his age, ſo he will take no anſwer for an an- 
ſwer, nor a refuſall for a refaſe from them, but will or nill frequent their companie daily , and 


- theic houſe almoſt hourly they are all three tyred with his fortiſh incivility, and doting im- 


rtunacic, eſpecially Dominicg, who meaſuriog his age by her youth , and knowing him to 
befar fitter for his Grave than a Wife, ſhe therefore ſcorns him as much as he loves her : but 
yet fay (ks what ſh: will, or do her Mother and Brother what they can , yet they cannot free 
their houſe or ſhift their hands of him 3 although they many times make bim look upon bare 
walls, content himſelf to converſe with the meaneſt of their ſervante, and ſo to return, with» 
out ſeeing eichtr of Mother, Sqn, or Daughter. 

But Dominica holding her beauty and yearsnow to be worthic of a Husband, (he is ſo Incivill 
and incontinent, 22 (hz prayes her Mother to procure and provide her one : For ( touſe her 
own words) ſh: ſaith, ſhe is weary to lye alone, and live ſingle, aud fully reſolved no longer either 
to trifle away ber time, or tocaſt away her youth and beauty, Her Lady Mother (in moſt verruous 
tearms) checks her impudencie blames her impudicity and concludes, that if ſhe forſake thoſe 
immodcſt hamours and inclinations , and fo ferve and fear God religiouſly , then there is 
no doubt but in good time he(of his propitious favour and goodneſs towards her )will provide 
her one 3 when turning from her Daughter, the very tears of ſorrow fall abundantly from. her 
old eyes, ro ſee her thus immodelt, thus irregular and wanton, as doubting and fearing that 
in the end it wiil prove ominous and fatall to her. 

But her laſcivions Daughtcr Dominica is not contented with this generall anfiver ofher Mo- 
ther; for ſh: is yer ſo vainly imprudent, and fo vitiouſly _ #7. as ſh: importunatly prayes 
her Brother Dox Garcia «ff. Aually and ſpeedily to folicite her Mother to provide her a Huf- 
band z whereat he r:ther laughs, than gives carc. But when again he ruminates and confiders 
with himſelfthis hec fooliſh Tevitic and wantonneſs, fearing the worſt , and to the end [hee 
might not hereafter prove a diſgrace to her (elf, a ſcandall to their houſe, and a diſhonour to 
their bloud, he (taking time at 2dvantage) breaks and treats with his Mother hercon : who 
concurring in opinion with him, returns him rather her conſent chan her denyall ; the which 
he reports to his immadeſt Siſtcr Dominica ,who is thereat as joyfull as before ſhe was diſcon» 
cented, Nos 


Hiſt XXVIII. Roderigo and Dominica. Js 435 


— 


Not long after is fell out, that Dowinice with hcr Mother going on a great Holy-day in the 
morning to the Church of the BenediFine Monks, and being behind her on her knees at her © 
Beads and Oraiſons, her devotion was ſo cold and her zeal fo frozen towards God, as ſecing 
a very ag young Gentleman (richly apparelled) likewiſe there on his knees at his po__ 
notfar from her; ſhzas a poor (I may ſay as a grophanc ) Chriftian , beckons her Mothers 
man to come to her, and whiſpers him in the eare, = he diſcreetly go and enquire what that 

Cavalier is, whom ſhe deſcribes tohim by his Apparcll, and eſp:ccially by a rich Di:s 
Ring which he wears on his finger : Her Mothers man demanding of the Gentlemans 

ſervants, returns ſpeedily to his young Lady , and tells her in her eare, that it is Don Roderigo , 
San and Heir to Doan Emanuel de Cortez, , whereat her luftfull affetion makes her heart leap and 
dance with in her for joy ; for ſo uncivilly unchaſt is ſhe In her deſires and wiſhes , that at bis 
very firſt ſight ſhe defires him for her Huzband , before any other man. of the world, yea, be- 
fore any other carthly ſelicity. Whercupon ſhe vows, that her Mother ſhall have no truce,nor 
her Brother any ——_ her, before'they powerfully make this mc tion of marriage for herto 
Don Roderigo; who being often ſoliciced and provoked by her importunate requeſts , they con- 
ſulc hercon, and both of them approve and deſire it yas holding ic a match equally honourable 
to them boch. The Son will have his Mother firft to break the Ice of this motion to Don Ro- 
derigo, but the Mother will have her Son firſt to performe that office to him, and ſo to take a 
faic occaſion to invite him home to her houſe to ſpeak with her z the which Don Garcia per- 
forms, and deals herein ſo cffeftually with Don Rederigo that home he comes with him. The 
Lady Cervantella (after many complements and ſpeeches ) preſenrs this motion to him. He 
ſees the young Lady Dominica, her Daughter, and finding her to be exceeding fair and witric 
he likes and loves her , and fo takes time to adviſe hereon with his Father , for the Lady his 
Mother was formerly gone to Heaven. Roderigo breaks this motionito Don Emanuel, his F:s 
ther z who not pleated therewith, ſecks to divert his Son from it, infregard he knows that ber 
Morher Done Cervamella is very poor and of a weak eſtate, as being much incumbred with the 
great debts of her deceaſed Husband Roderigoalledgeth to his Father, his truc aff:&ion to the 
truc beauty and vertues of Dominica, and that her deſcent and bloud is no way inferiour to hig. 
But his Father being of an exegeding coverous diſpoſition, will have wealth to over ſway 
beauty, and not beauty wealth, and fo is reſolute to hear no more of this motion ; whereat his 
Son Rederigo bites his lip, and is much diſcontented. Yet neverthelcfſc,he hath caſt bis affcAtion 
fo deeply and firmely on the frefh end delicate beauty of Dominice, that holding it to be the 
Gold of Nature, and ſhe the Queen and Phenix of Beauty, he cannot,he will now refrain but 
very often frequents Dona Grrvantellas houſe, and her Daughters company : To whom ( not- 
withſtanding his Fathers diftaſt of her ) he yet givesfar more hope than defpaire , that he will 
be her Husband , which raviſheth her with dclight , ker Mother Done Cerventella and her Bro- 
ther Don Garciz with content. | 

But the order of our Hiſtory invites us for a while to leave Don Roderigo , to feaft his eyes 
and ſurfcit his —__—_— and contemplations on the Roſes and Lillics of his Miftris beauty, and 
again to retuen to ſpeak of our old Dotard Hippelitoz who now (led by his luſt and volu 
defies , as they are by the inſtigation of the Devill ) comes to perform and att a ths and 
-» re art on the ſtage of this Hiftory. He ſees with , and gricves to ſee that he is 

uſcd of the Lady Dominica , whom he loves far dearer and tenderer his life; and under- 
ſtanding that Do# Roderigs de Cortez, doth till frequent her company , hath gained her affe- 
ion,and ſhall ſhortly marry her, he thereupon turnes his reaſon into rage, converts kis j 
ment into revenge ,and ſoreſolves to: murther him by night, as ſoon as he finds him eo iflue 
forth ofthe Lady Cervantellas houſe ; the Devill making him ftrong in the uanity of this be- . 
Hef and.confidenc:, that he being once dead, undoubtedly the fair Dominice will fall for his 
ſhare and Wife.So he is reſolute. in this his bloudy and damnable defign,and conſults with him» 
ſelf, whether he ſhould do it by himſelf , or by ſome ſecond inftrument ; but finding it dang 
rous to cff:& it by another, becauſe he muſt then commit his life to his courteſie , and 
that his Gout had now forſaken him, he therefore reſolves to do it by himſelf, Bur firſt keo 
thinks it not improper, rather pertinent for him,to write Roderigo a Letter : the which he doth 
in theſe tearnu » and ſends it him by one of his own confident ſervants. 


Pp 2 HIPPOLIT@ 
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youtÞ: And wert thou not a Gemteman whom I love for thine own, and honour for thy 


HIPOLITO to RODERIGO. 


V Err thou informed but of the hundreth part of my dear «ffeGion to the fair young Lady 
Dominica, nd reciprocally of hers to me, thou wouldji(if not out of honour, yet out of judg- 
ment } ſurceaſe thy ſute to ber, and not make thy obtinacy ridiculons , by thinking to obtaine ber ta 
thy Wife : and although ſhe feed thee with the Sugar of many ſweet proteſt ations and promiſes tothe 
contrary, yet if I bave any ezes im my bead, or thou Judgment in thine, to diſcern the truth hereof, 
thou haſt far more reeſon to relye upon the integrity of my age, than the vanity and _ of ber 
athers ſa 
T bad not ſo long permmted thee to frequent ber rg nor ſo oftey to converſe with ter to +l WS 
Judice of my content and thy diſcretion : And if this friendly Ambaſſadour of my beart , my Leiter, 
will not yet induce thee to leave ber to me, whom Heaven and Earth, God and ber Mother haug gi. 
ven mes I will then, either by thy Father, or by the uſuall courſe of Fuftice, take that order with thee 
therein, as ſhall redound us much to my honour and fame, as to thy infamie and diſreputation. 


HIPPOLITO. 


Roderigo having received and read this Letter of Hippolito, he cannot refrain from ſmiling 
and laughing, to ſce his ſotriſh errour and ridiculous ignorance herein for hee perfedtly 
knowes, that both Dominica and the Lady Cervantells her Mother arc long fince reſolved to 
hear no more cither of him or of his ſate, and chereforc he holds it more worthy of his laugh- 
ter than of his obſervation , likewiſe to ſee , that this old Dotard , whcn Nature is ready to 
ted him to his Grave, that his luft ſhould yet be ſo forward, to defire to marry ſo young and 
beautifull a Lady as Dominica : The which confidering, once he thought to return him'no 
other anſwer but ſilence 3 bur ar laft, reſpcRing bis age and quite more than his indiſcreti- 
on or pawer , after he had ſkewn his Letter to Cervantelle, to Dominic, and her Brother Don 
Gercie, who all concur pats rr with him, to make ie the Jus object, as both ir and 
himſelf were the private cauſe of their generall laughter $ he calls for Pen and Paper, and ( ca 
ther with contempt than choler) by Hippollite's own ſervant returns him this anſwer. 


RODERIGO to HIPPLITO. 


Have as ſmall reaſon to doubt of - 4s, 877 to the young Lady Domtnica , as to beleeve that 

hers is reciprocally ſo to thee, and therefore T ſee no juſt cauſe in bonour or ſolid ground in Fudge 
ment to ſurceaſe my fute towards ber, much leſs to deem my obinacy ridiculous in hoping ts obtdine 
ber to my Wiſe 5 And ahbough it be in thy pleaſure, yet it is not in thy power to make me doubtful 
of ber fair words, or to call in queſtion, or ſuſpition ber ſweet promiſes and proteſt ations to mee, fith 
that were to prophane the purity of my Zeal to her, and of her true and ſincere affection 10 mee, the 
whieh yet to ds the? @ curtefie, I will rather excuſe than condemn inthee, becauſe I am confident it ex> 
ceeds thy knowle e, though not thy feare, and in this behalf and aſſurance, thiue eyes cannot ſo much 
prevaile with my udgement, but that I will more rel upon the integrity F hey you, than the vanity 
of thy age. 4s for thy love to me, or honour to my ather , when I fud it ſo, I will acknowledge it 
to be as trae, asnow I conceive it feigned : but for thy threats to mee in thinking thereby to make mn 
for ſake the converſation and company, of that fair aud vertuous young Lady I do rather pitty than 
eftzem them, and every way mere contemn than care far them, Aſſuring thee that I c annet poſſibly 
refrain from laughter , 10 ſee thee ſo deveid of common ſence , as totbink to be able, either to ſcar me 
with the power of the Law, or to daunt me with the prerogative and author ity of my Father in making 
mee to for ſake ber whom tn life and death , I neither can nor will for ſake , reſolve therefore henceforth 
to prevent thy infamy and difreputation, for I will be left to my ſelf to eſtabliſh mine own contemt 


and honour, as I pleaſe. 
RODERIGO, 


Hippolito upon tþe receit and conſideration of this peremptory Letter of Dox Roderigo, is {0 
inflamed and incenſed againſt him to ſ:e that (perforce) he will make him wear a #illow Gar- 
land, as (without any more dclaycs or expoſtulationsJunderftanding him to be that very ſame 
night which he received his Letter, wich his Lady Dominice at her mothers houſe, the Devil 
cauſcth him to | all his malicc, wits and ftrength eogerher abouc him that nighe co mur- 


ther him ap be i ——_ bo ooo he 
gcth 
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chargeth a piſtoll with three Bullets and he waits his comming thence : but Don Garcia ac- 
cidentally ifluing forth all alone privatly to go viſit a friend of his not far off, tbis wretched 
old villain Hy «ito taking him to be Roderigo lets flye at him , and all three »Bullets pierce his 
body, ſo hee fals down dead to the ground. The blow is heard, and the breathleſs body of Don 
Garcia is fouud recking in his blood, whoſe mother , Siſter, and Don Roderigo arc amazzd and 
aſtoniſhed at this deplorable difafter, and ready to drown themſelves in their tears for ſorrow 
thereof, So Roderigo leaving ſome Neighbours to comfort them he takes order to find out the 
murtherers, and gocs himſelf ſpecdily throughout the ſtreet to that effet 3; When the good 
pleaſure and providence of God Tires his courſe to find out this old exccrable wretch Hipps- 
{ito going lirping and limping in the ftreet, having chrown away his Piftoll, and only bolding 
his dark Lanthorn in his hand, which then (the berter co colour out this damnable fat of his 
he opened to light him, Roderige meaſuring things paſt by the preſent , and finding Hippo- 
lito there in the (treers all alone, at ahis undue and unſcaſonable hour of the night; God 
prompts his heart with this ſuſpicion, that hee in likely-hood was the murtherer of Dow Gar- 
ciz, and ſo layes hold of him, and cauſeth him to be committed to the Priſon , notwithftan- 
ding all the entrcatics, means and friends, which he could then poſſible make to the contrary. 
The next day all Granado rings and reſonnds of this murther , and of the ſuſpition and im- 
priſonment of Dor: Hippolte for the ſame , when the Lady Carventella gocs to the Criminall 

adges of the City and accuſeth him for the ſamc, and with gricf, ſorrow, and paffion , fol- 
ows it cloſe againſt him z and although Hippolitoat his firſt examinatian denies it , yer being 
by his cleer-fighted Judge adjudged to the Rack for the fame, hee at the very firſt fight thercof 
confeffcth it, tor the which bloody and lamentable crime of his, hee is ſentenced the next day 
co be hanged although he proffered all his eftate and means to ſave his life 3 But the zeal and 
integrity of his Judges was ſuch to the ſ&ered name of Juſtice, as they diſdained to be corrup- 
ted herewith. 

$0 the nexe- Morning this old bloody wretch Hippolits is brought to the common place of 
exccution, where a very great concourſe of people repair from all parts of the City toſec him 
take his laſt farewell of the world, moſt of them pittying his age, but all condemning the cnor-= 
mity of this his foul and bloody crime. He was dealt with by ſome Pricfts and Fryers in 
Priſon , whoſe Charity and Picty; cndeavourcd to fortific his heart againft the fear of death, 
and to prepare his ſoul for the life and joyes of that to come. Bur the Devill was yer ſo ftrong 
with him, that he could not be drawn to contrition nor would not be cither perſwaded or en- 
forced to repentance, or to auk God, or the world forgivencſs of this his bloody fact, bue as he 
lived prophancly, fo he weuld dyc wretchedly and defperatly , for on the he made a 
fooliſh {pecch, the which becauſe ic ſavoured more of beaftly concupiſcence and luſt , than of 
Picty or Religion, I will therefore buric it in oblivion, and filence , and fo he was turned 
over, 

Come we now to ſpeak of Don Emanuel! de Cortos; the Father, who anderftanding of his 
Son Roderigo his continuall frequenting of Done Cervantelle's houſe, and her Daughter Domi- 
nice"s company, and now hearing ofthis murther at her Son to her door, his own Son being 
then thercin preſent ; he is much diſcontented therewithz and becauſe he will ſequeſter him 
from her fight and provide him another Wife, he ſends him to Aſnalos , a manor houſe of his, 
ſome ten leagues off in the Countrey, with a _ injun&ion and charge , there to refade till 
his farther order to return : Koderigo is wonderfull ſorrowfull thus to leave the fight of his fair 
and deer Miſtirs Dominica, and (to the view of the world) no leffe is ſhe , fo he tranſporteth 
only his body to Aſ:sllos, but his hcart helcaves with her in Granado. But a moneth is ſcarce 
expired after his departure, but the Lady Cerventells (by the death of her Son Don Garciay 
wanting a man to condudtt and govern her affairs, eſpecially her law ſutcs, wherewich (as we 
have formerly heard) ſhe is much incumbred, the thereupon ( as alſo at the inftant requeſt of 
her Daughter) writes Koderigo this letter for his returne. 


CERVANTELLA w RODERIGO. 


$ thou tendereſt the proſperity of my affairs , and the content and joy of my Daughter , T re- 
A ut thee ſpeedily to leave Aſnallos, and to return to refide here in Granado, for I wanting 
my Son Garcia, who wes the joy of my life, and ſhe ber who art the liſe of her ioy, —_—_ 
not find is ſtrange , if my age, and ber youth, and if.my Law ſutes and her love affetions and 
fires aſſume this reſolution : Thy Father is a Noble man 0 reaſon , and his Son ſhall find this to be a 
requeſt both honourable and reaſonable, except thou wilt ſo far publiſh thy weakneſſe to the world, that 
thou doſt more fear thy Father than love my Daughter, for if thou ' once permit thy obedience 
pP3 is 
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to him ſo far to give a Law to thy affeliion to ber, thou wilt then make thy ſelf as unworiby to be hey 
Husband , as I defire it with zeal, and ſhe with paſſion. Shee is reſolved ro ſeccnd 1his my Letter 
with one of ber own to thee, ro whub 1 reſer thee ;, Gd blefſe thy ſtcy, und haſten thy return, 


CERVANTELLA. 


Dominica reſolving to make good her promiſe t6 hr mother, and that of her morte* to 
Ro4eiz0, ſhe witnd:aws her fel; ro her Charmber to wiicz, and kn owing her mochers Mcffen- 
gcr ready to depart, cirargett; him with the delivery of hr Letter to her Lover Roderigo, and 
tocaſt the berecr luſtre and varnith over her affection , (h: rak:s a Diamond Ring trom hee 
finger, and likewiic ſer dsic him tor a token of her love. 


DOMINICA to RODERIGO. 


| 8 the death of my Brother Don Garcia made my extream ſorrowfu ll, ſo this of thy abſence made 
A mee infinitely miſcrable , for as that nips my ioyes and hepes in heir Lieſſums , ſo this kills them 
in their riper age and maturity. Wh I firjt received thy love, and gave and returned thee mine in 
exchange, I bad well thought thou had{t affefied me too dearly ſo ſoon to leaue my fight, and to baniſh 
tby ſelf from my company, but now I ſee with grief, and fee! with ſorrow that thou loveſt thy Father 
far better then me, and delighteſt to prefer his coment bejore mine, for elſe thou hadjt not made me 
#bus wretched by thy abſence, who am as (it were )but emtring into the happineſſe of thy preſence. If 
thou cant findin thy heart to obey bis commands,before thou grant my requeſts 1hen come not to Gra- 
nado , but ftey fill in Aſnallos, but if the contrary, then leave Aſnallos, and come to me in Gravado, 
where I will chidg thee for thy long (tay , and yct give thee world of thanks and kiſſes for thy ſo ſoon 
return, and as my beart and ſoul doth deſire it , ſo the proſperity of my Mothers affairs doth likewiſe 
want , and therefore crave it. Fudge of the fervency of my affefiox to thee, by thine to my ſelſz and 
then thou wilt ſpeedily reſolve 10 ſee thy Dominica, whs deſires notbing ſo much under Heaven as to 


bave the happineſſe of.thy ſight , and the felicity and Honour of thy Company. 
DOMINICA. 


f- Roderigo receives theſe their ewoLetters z reputes that of the mother to much reſpe&, and 
this of her Daughter to infinite affefion, ſo as the very knowledge and conftideration thereof 
makes him rejoyce in the firſt, and triumph in the ſecond, and therefore knowing hirsſclf co be 
a man, and paſt a child, and that as he is bound by nature and reaſon to obey his Father, ſg 
he is not tycd to be commanded by him beyond it, wherefore he reſolves to give content to 
the Mother for the Daughters ſake, and to the Daughter for his awn ſake, and ſo by their own 
Meſſenger returnes them theſe anſwers 5 That to the Lady Cerventella ſpake thus. 


'RODERIGO to CERVANTELLA. 


J $omuch tender the proſperity of thy affairs and thy Dvughters content and ioy , that my reſolut» 
ons ſhall ſo diſpoſe of my ſelf towerds my Father 3 as wery ſhortly I will ſee thee with reſpeA and ob» 
YUEHCes, and rh ber with affeftion and zeal; for this deſire of hers and requeſt of thine, is ſo honou» 
rable, ſo reaſonable, as my Father ſhould be guilty of unkindneſſe , to deny the one, and my ſelf of in- 
gratitude not to grant the other ; Or if be will yet continue to croſſe onr affeions , I will then make 
it apparant to the world , that I will not fear bim the thouſand part ſo mach as I will love ber, and 
that I cannot receive @ greater felicity and honour , than to ſee ber my Wife , and my ſelf ber Huſ- 
band. T have given an auſwer to her Letter, and very ſhortly I will give ker my ſelf every Way dit» 
ſwerable to her merits , to thy expeliation and my promiſe. 


RODERIGO. 
His Letter to Pominice was charged and fraughted with theſe lines, 


RODERIGO to DOMINICA. 


T: deface thy ſorrows for thy Brothers death and thy miſeries for my abſence, and likewiſe to pre- 
ſerve 1hy ioyes in their bloſſoms, and thy hopes in their riper age and maturity » I am fully 16- 
' ſolved very ſhortly to grant thy requejt in leaving Aſnallor, to live and die with theein Granado , 

and 
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and thou doejt offer a palpable wrong to thetruth, and an immerited diſparagement to the purity and 
candor of my affeftion , to think that I any way prefer my obedience to my | ather, belmre my «ffefis 
on to thee, or conſequently his content to thine, Therefore prepare thy ſelf to Laſſe, not tochic emcee, 
for elſe I will reſolve to chide and not to kiſſe thee at my 1etw ns My beſt endeavours ſhall wait on the 
proſperity of thy Mithers effairs , and wy beft love and ſervice ſhall eternally attend on her Davg/- 
ters pleaſure and commani1s , and judge thou if my Zeal to thee, do not excead thine to my ſelf , ſub 
Earth is not ſo deer to mee, as the Hononr of thy ſight, nor Heaven as the jelicity of thy company, 


RODERIGO. 


Hc hath no ſooner diſpatched theſe ewo Lettersto his Miſtris and her Mother , but the very 
nex. day atter he enters into a reſolution with himſelf z that he ſhall nor do weil fo foon 16 
diſoblige and diſobey his Father, by fo ſpeedily precipitating his return from Aſnall's to 
Granado, as urging this reaſon to his conlideration, and propoſing this coafideration to his 
judgment, , that Dominice's aftcQion and beauty can difficulcly makc him rich , bur that his 

athers diſcontent and difpleafure towards him may eafily make him poor : Wherenpon re- 
ſolving co cheriſh his conftancy to her , and yet to retain his bbedience to him, he holds it no 
fin if a lictle longer he diſpence with his content, and promiſe to temporize for his diſcretion 
and profit, as grounding his hope upon this confidence , and his confidence upon this pre- 
ſaming fnfalliblilicy , that his Lady and Miftris Dominic is as chaſt as fair, and will prove as 
conſtant ro him as (he is bcautifall in her ſelf. But ſhe is a woman, and therefore ſhe may de- 
ceive bis hopes, and he is a man, and therefore it is poſſible that her beauty may betray his judg- 
ment, the which prediftion and propheſic (to his grief and ſorrow , and to her ſhame and au” 
ſcry ) we (hall fharcly fee made true and verified, the manner thus, ; 

Dominica( as we have formerly underſtood ) being of a wanton diſpoſition and carriage,and 
very unchaltly and laſciviouſly enclined, ſhe _— Roderigees ſtay in Aſualles to exceed bis 
promiſe and her expeRation, ſhe cannor live chaſt , ſhe will not remaine conſtant in his ab- 
ſence, but hath a friend or two, I mean twoproper young Gentlemen of Granado, to whom 
ſhe many times privatly imparteth her amorous favours and aff:tion, the which 
ſhe afteth not (ſo cloſcly, but the Lady her Mother( being a Lincy-cycd , and curious obſerver 
of hes aftions)hath notice thereof, and thinking to reclaime her from this foule fin of for- 
nication and whordome, which threats no lefs chan the ruines of her fortunes, and the Ship- 
wrack of her repution 3 ſhe firſt attempteth toperſwade her by fair means with tears and pray= 
ers 3 but ſceing fhe could not thereby prevaile with her, then ſhe gives her many ſpeeches 
and bitter threats , and menace, as wholly to e her of her i portion, and cither to 
make her ſpend her daies in a Nunnery, or end in a Priſon. That ſhe is not worthic to 
tread upon the facc of carth, or look upto Heaven becauſe this her foul crime of fornication, 
makes her odious to God, and an infinite ſhame and ſcandall to all her Parents and friends in 
generall, and to every one in particular; with many other reaſons looking and conducing that 
way, the which for brevitics ſake, I reſolve to omit and bury in filence. 

But this leure of the Mother prevailes not with che Daughter , bnt rather inflames than 
quencherh the fire of her inordinate and laſcivious laſt 3 the which ſhe perceiving, and to 
yent her own ſcandall in that of her Daughcers, ſhce('as a carefull Mother and a wiſe Matron) 
meweth her up in her Chamber , where Domixice (for mecr grief and coller ( to ſee her ſelte 
thus dcbard of her pleaſurs in thereſtraint of her liberty ) ſhee growes very ſick, looks exceeding 
wan, pale and thin, and ſo keeps her Bed, the which the Lady Cervantella takes fora fic oc- 
cafion and opportunity again eff-Aually co write ro Rederigo to haſten his return 10 Granado, 
as doaubring lealt her D 1wughters Belly ſhould chance to ſwell and grow big in his abſence. This 
her Letter to Roderigo, reported her mind, and repreſented her defires'ro him in theſe rermes, 


CERVANTELLA t RODERIGO. 


Hou doeit thy ſelf uo right , but me and my Daughter infininit wrong , in ſtayng ſo long from 
Granado, in regard it is contrary to thy promiſe , tomy expetation, and to her deſerts and me« 
rits ; For ber affediion is ſoentire and fervent to thee, becauſe ſhe conceives and hopes that thine( in 
requitall )is ſo to bery that ſhe hath this many moneths languiſhed in expe ation of thy return;whereof 
beginning 10 deſpair , that deſpair bath truck ber into ſodangerous a Conſumption, that I jear it will 
ſhortly prove fatall ro her: for already the Lillies have baniſhed the Roſes of her cheekg, yea,her cheeks 


are 
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are grown thin; and thoſe ſparkling ſtars , her eyes,bave hoſt a great part of their wonted lujtre and 
glory : ſo if thy affefion will not , yet pity ſhould mrve thee to haſten thy return , to ſee and comfort 
her , eſpecially ſith thou wilt ſcarce know her when thou ſeeit hir ; in regard I may (almoit) iuſily af- 
firme , that ſhe is no longer Dominica, but ratber the living Anatomie of dead Dominica. How thou 
canſt anſwer for this her ſickneſſe to thine honour (which is occaſioned by thy unkinaneſſe) I know not z 
but ſure I am if ſhe go to her Grave before thou come to her , thou canit never ſufficiently anſwer n to 
thy cen/cience, nor thy conſcience to God. In her ſick bed, thou art the only $.rint to whom ſte offereth 
up her devotions 3 and therefore it will be a miſerable ingratiude in thee , to perm:t her to dye thy 
Martyr. 
 CERVANTELLA- 


Ar the receit and peruſall of this Letter , Roderigo is infinicly ſorrowfull, eſpecially when he 
confidercth , that ic is only Dominics's deer affeftion to him, and his long ftay trom her, which 
hath occaſioned her fickneſs : whereupon his love conſulting wich his honour, his honour 
with his conſcience, and his conſcience with God , he conjureth the Mcficnger to return ſpec- 
dily to Granado, to the Lady Cervantella, and her Daughter Dominica, from him, and co atlure 
th:m, that all buſineſs of the world ſet apart, he will be there with them the nexc day , «nd 
bring them the anſwers of their Letters himſelf; whereat, at the Meflengers retarn, they both 
of them exceeding]y rejoyce. Roderige now (according to his promiſe *) comos ro Granade, 
viſit: th Cervantella, and fick Miſtris Dominica ; ſalutes the one with complements , the other 
with kill.s. Dominica intending to give him her body, but not her hcart, difſ:mblech her af- 
ſetion to him, and frowns on him cxccedingly , as if her love to him, and his to her, were 
cercr t- her then all the world, and far more precious than her life. But contrariwiſe, Roderigo 
in::nds a3 he ſpeaks & (peaks,as he intends ; yea, he is fo fincere and reall in his aff:&icn to her, 
2s ſhe is counterſcit and rrecherous ro him. So glorying in her beauty, and triumphing in her 

outh, he with much difficulty obtains his Fathers conſent , and marcics her, their Nuptials 
being ſolemnizcd in Grauedo with ſtate and bravery, anſwerable to their diſconcents.and qua- 
litics ; bur he will find a wanton Lais for a conſtant Lucrece, and a laſcivious Phyrne for a chaſt 
Pene/ope, Never Husband bore himſclf more reſpcAfully, loving and courtcoully to his Wite, 
than Joh Rederigo to his Dominicaz for he thinks that her fare cannot be curious, nor her Ap- 

-rell coftly cnough for her 3 yea, ſuch was his tender reſpeCt of her, and affcRion to ber , that 
E willingly permitted her to go where ſhe would , and to come when ſhe pleaſed 3 contra 
to the cultorac of Spaingand gencrally of moſt Spaniards, who hold it far more folly than af- 
ſcion co give this licentious freedome and libertie to their Wives , which wedo in Exgland 
and France; the which we ſhall ſee verified in- our young Bride Dominica : for the more her 
Husband Koderigo loves her, the more ſhe lights him; and the more he reſpeRts her , the more 
ſhe negle&ts and contemns him : whereat he grieves , his Mother in Law Cervantelia forms,and 
his own Father Don Emanuel de Cortez repines and murmurs. But as it is labour in vaine to 
think to make an A1hiopian white, ſo all of them cannot reclaime Dominice to love her Huſ- 
band, nor fcarceto lye with him. He conteives infinite grief hercat , which breeds hima ling- 
r:ing Conſumption in aarneft, as his Wife Dominice was formerly pofſe(ſ:d of one in jeaft;where- 
ar ſhe the mare hates him, in regard the extremity of his fickne(s aud weakneſs will not pcr- 
mit him to perform the rircs and dutics of a Husband towards her : but ſhe need not care, much 
Icf{. gricve therear, for ſhe rakes her obſcene and laſcivious pleaſures abroad , whiles her dear 
fick Husband (for grief of body and mind) is ready to dyc at home. He bewayles his hard 
fortunc in —_— her; but yet loves her ſo tenderly and dearly , as he will not ſpeak ill of 
her himſelf,nor ſuff:r any other to do it either in his preſence or her abſence. Yea, her love is 
ſo frozen ro him, though his be ſtill conftantly and fervently inflamed to her, as ſhe difficultly 
ſces him once in threedayes, nor yet ſpeaks two words with him when ſhe ſces him, and 
yer when he is ſo happy to obtain her fighe and company, he ſo exceedingly rejoyccth there- 
a', that ir ſeems to him, his pain for that time gives him ptace, his ſorrows truce his fickneſs 
e:{c, his heart comfort, and his —_— conſolation. But Dominice hath not deferved the 
leaft pact ofall this crue affcQion and courtelie from him heretofore, much lefſe will ſhe re- 
quite it to him hereafter: except in a moſt ingratcfull and bloudy manner, which is thusxs 

The Devill reſolves to trouble the harmonic and ſercnitic of their marriage,or rather our 
Dominica hath OI and drawn this reſolation from the Devill, topoyſon her Huſ- 
band; and the ſooner ſhe fixcth her mind upon this infernall ingredient , and ſeteth her bar- 


barous cruelty upon his devilifh Drag becauſe the violence of his Con on having alrcady 
madc almoſt an Anatomie of his body, ſhe therefore flattereth her ſelf with this bar , that 
no ſu{pition at all can ſeize upon chebelecf of any, that he is poyſoned, much Icfſe 0 his 

athcr 
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Father,or her Mother. She cannot procu-e poyſon her (elf && therefore albeit ſhe be unwilling to 
acquaint or imploy any other herein, yer ſh: is enforced thercunto. Ofall her acquaineance, 
ſh: ehinks ſhe may more ſafcly entruſt and repoſe this great ſecret with her Chamber-maid Des 
niſe 3 for having formerly made her acceſſary to her fins of Fornication and Adultery, thee 
thinks the may with 1cfſe difficulty and more cafe now draw her to conceale and participate in 
this Marther with her : the which the better and ſooner ro eff. , ſhe gives her fiftie Duckate, 
and adding thereunto many ſweet perſwaſtons, and ſugred promiſes , of her comtinnall care 
and aff:&ion for her preferment, this wretched miſcrable Wench yeeld her couſent thereto, ſo 
they give their hands, and ſwear ſecrefie cach to other, the Devill laughing at this their blou- 
dic compaRand capiculation, 

$o (without cither the grace or fear of God ) they are reſolute in this their rage, rad outra- 
ious in this their barbarous cruelty , thinking cvcry minute a moneth, and every day a yeare; 

fore they have finiſhed & perpetrated this lamentable buſinefſe : So this Furicythis She-devill 
Dominica,bcing a8 impaticnt in herlaſcivions Juſt co her ſclt,as it ber deadly malice to her kind 
and honeſt Husband Koderigo, ſhe makes Deniſe ſecretly to procure ſome firong poyſon, from 
fome remote unknown Apothecary, & not only cauſech but (:es her to put it into ſome Whire= 
broth for him, which che Chamber-maid brings . and the Wife and Mittrefle gives to her Huſ- 
band , in the morning , before he was out of his Bed, under pretence and colour of fome conr- 
fortable Broth, and hot mcat: whercof(Q grict to think i1!O pitrie to report ie!Jbefore nighe he 
dyed thereof. And Don Emanuel de Cortez, his Father, being at that time ridden tothe City 
of Sevil in the Province of A=douleſia, about fore important bufincls of his, the (' caking the 

rtunity and advantage of his abſence , thereby the better to over-veil this her foul and 
bloudy fa& ) doth ſpecdily cauſe this his breathlefſ: body to be encoffined, and ſo buricd ſome» 
hat privacly, bur not in that ſolemn manner as was requilite, cither for his quality , er ber 
tation, yea, contrary to the opinion of the Lady Cervante/la, her Mother who 

ved and feared at this ſudden death of her Son in law Roderigo, as daubting left her iter 

his Wife, had coo haftily and untimely ſcene him to Heaven in a bloudie winding ſheet. ? 
mournfull Tragedic thus ated our wretched Dominica, of a diſcontented Wife, is now become 
a joyfull and frolike Widow : and now her exorbitant luft and laſcivious defires break 
and range, both b:yond the borinds of chaſticy, and the limits of diſcretion : for ſhe will hear= 
ken to no advicenor follow any counſell from the Lady Cervante:la her Mother, bat forſakes 
her houſe and her fight rhe greateſt part of the day, and which is worſe , many whole nights, 
ro keep company with rhoſe vitious Gallants and deboſhed young Gentlemen , of her former 

rance and familiarigy, with whom ſhe delightcth to loſe her honour , to caft away her 
chaftiry, and to ſhipwrack her reputation, if not her (oule 3 when neither thinking of God or 
ber Conſcience, of H:aven or Hz], of her mucchering (elf, or murthered Husband, the ſo in- 
cefſantly (withour any intermiſſion or repentance ) abandons her ſelf co her __ and 
beaftly whoredoms , thar in a very ſhort time ſhe mates her ſ:If the Jaughter ofthe worſt, and 
the pitic of the better and moſt vertuous fort of people of Granads; yea, her aftions are ſo de» 
void of Graces, and replcat of impictic, that her own Motker is athamed to ſpeak with hier, 
and Don Emannell de Cortez, her Facher in law, to ſee her. 

And here, Chriftian Reader , let me requeſt thy curiofty to obſerve, md hy play to re- 
mak; how(by degrees) the indignation and juſtice of God falls upon this de La- 
dy, for che toulne(s of thefe her crimes, the very crie and ene whereof hath rlercedihs wind 
dows of Heaven,and are now afcended to the cars and noftrils of the Lord of Hoſts, tro draw 
down condign vengeancc on her for the ſams, yea, andat thoſe times when ſhe leaſt dreams or 
thinks thereof, and when ſhe is in the very prime of ber graptunrnch, and the chickf ruffe of 
hee laſctvious jollity and voluptuous ſenſualitic z c manner whereof is thus. 

Two moncths ar ſcarce expircd , ſince ſhe ſent this her H:sbund Rodorigo thus untimely and 
craelly to us Grave, bur having as it were drowned her Wits and Scnces, her Reaſon and 
Judgement , yea, hcr Heart and Soul in the O-ean of her beaftly luſts and luſtfull defires and 
pleafures, (bar to her own ſhame, to the gricf ofhec Mother, and the contemps and "anger of 
her Father in law de Cortez) ſhe marricth Don Lewes de Andradn one of her former Fayourits, 
and Paramours, for her Loyge | cannot, and ther:fore I will not ecarm him, a very proper 

' Gentleman of his perfonage, bur every way as deboſh:d and vitious as her ſclG and therefore a 
fir Haeband for ſuch a Wike That ſhe was honeſt, he knew the contrary; but hoping that her 
wealeh ſhould ſupply his wants , and repair” rhe ruines of his decayed fortunes , was that which 
ſolely induced him to become her Husband. But at laſt; when he ſaw her wealch to come ſhore 
ofhis cxpeRtarion, and her luftfall defires ePexceed it , then he thinks it high time tobe wiſe , 
ia not imitating the cxamplc of his Predeeeffgur Roderigo in his carriage and conduftion to» 


— 
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wards this his lafcivious Wife Dominica ; ſo he holds a firift hand over her, and in a manner 
makes herno better than a Priſoner to her Chamber, and a Scholar to her Book and Needle, in 
ſach ſort, thas her ranging unchaſt thoughts arc now bounded in her new Husbands jealoufic, 
and-pent & immured up in her own grief 8& diſcontent: For thus he reafoneth with himſclf,that 
alchough formerly hc here made his Curtizan, yet now he will not permit that ſhe make bim a 
Cauckold ; then he was her friend; now her Husband 3 and then ſhe was anſwerable for her 
own life and aftions to God, but now he is both forhis own and for hers, But this her preſeny 
afflition and miſerie is but the ſhadow and leaft part of her future : for A:drede her Hutband 
being as reſolute in reforming her, as ſhe was neither to digeſt or endure ix, he the better to 
curb her incontineneie, and to debar her from any more returning to her former lewd pranks, 
and deboſhed life and converſation, he keeps her very ſbort of Money, takes from her moft of 
herbeſt Apparell, and all ber Rings Chains , and Jewcls, which the Ladics of Spain ( more 
than any others ofthe world) hold to be a great part of their carthly felicitie. 

Dominica is amazed, yea all in tears, to ſce this ftrange alteration of her fortune, and diffe- 
rence of her two Husbandy and now (though too late ) ſhe ſees Roderigo's love in Andrades's 
hardneſs towards her : ſhe ſpeaksto her Mother, to reconcile her eo her Husband : bur havi 
(hue up this her ſecond match without her knowledge or conſcnt, ſhe rejefts and abandon 
her from her favour, to ſcck her vn fortune, as holding her unworthy of the bloud which 
Nature, and the education which God and her ſclf had iven her. Se was cruell to her firſt 
Husband, and therefore no marvell if the ſecond prove ind to her; yet hedoubting of her 
ſecret malice towards him, he apprehends her revenge, as much as he condemny her lubricity. 
He will not add faith toher difſembling promiſes, nor hazard belicf to her treacherous tears 
and kiſſes, but keeps her Rill cather as a priſoner than a Wife, and more like a Criminall than 
a companion : and yet as cloſc and retired azhe kept her in his houſe, his vigilancie ard j 
? wascnforced to meer with this ucknown misfortune, that he was no ſooner abroad, 
the ad another friend or ruffian at home, with whom ſhe very often and very diſhoneſtly fa- 
miliarized, infomach , that ſhe had infallibly 1aurthered her ſecond Husband, as ſhe had for- 
merly done her firft , if God (out of the incftimable treaſure of his mercy and goodnefle )had 
not prevented her rage,and diſappointed and diſſipated her bloudy deſign and revenge by ano- 
ther accident azmournfull as miraculous, and whercia the juſtice and providcnce of God doth 
equally reſplend and ſhine forth untous, for our inftruttion, with a moſt divine power and 
Heavenly influence. | % 

For. we maſt here know and underſtand, that the fifty Duckats which Deniſa had given 
her of her Lady Dominica, for conſenting to poyſon her Maſter Roderige, gave her new appa- 
rell, and they likewiſe procured her a new Saitor or Sweet-heart , rlamed Hugo, ( who made 
ſhew to marry her, but intend. d itnot_) with whom ſhe wantonized fo often,as ina ſhors time 
ſhe became guilty ofa great Belly, the which ſhe conccaled from all the world, cxcept from 
Hugo, the Father ofher unborn child ; whoupon notice thereof, cither for fear of preſcne pu- 
niſhment, or of fa:ure danger , or that he ſhould be conſtrained to marry her, and ſo to main- 
tain her and her child, when he had not means to maintain himſelf , he fled from Greanadoto 

Mouricia, without raking his leave of Deniſe, or any way acquainting her therewith; and now, 
when it is too late, this wretched wench excecding]y grieves thereat, when knowing his rreurn 
uncertaine, his affe&ion to her doubtfull , her ſelf poor, and her Lady and Miftris Donzinica as 
then not able to maintain her or her child,ſhe aſſumes another bloudy reſolution, which is,thac 
as ſhe was formerly accefſary to the poyſoning of her Maſter, ſo ſhe now will be a principall 
Afor in murthering and making away of her ewn child as ſoon as it ſhall be born, and ncither 
conſcience nor her fear are able to divert her from this her bloody and damnable purpoſe. For 
being provoked thercunto firſt by- her ſhame, then by her neceſſity, but chietcly and eſpecially 
by her fatal! Counſcllor and inſtigator the Devill, ſhe being delivered (almolt a moneth be- 
fore her time ) of a fair young Son, as ſoon as he hadcryed once , to bewaile his own miſery 
and his inhumane mothers cruelty) ſhe as an execrablc fury of Hell ftrangles it , giving him his 
mournſn!'l end untim:ly death in that very ſame hour and inſtant which God and her ſelf gave 
it lif-, ant! the ve! y Came cv:ning wraps it ina clean white linnen cloth , and with a Paoke 
gre a great ſtone tacreunto, and (the Devill giving her ſtrength} the very ſame night carrics 
it half a mile off roa Pond without the Eaſt gate of the Citic, where ſeeing no body. preſene 
to ſceh:r, ſh: (not as a mother , no not ata woman, bnt rather as a fury of Hell ) there 
throws ir in , which before her departure thence preſcenily ſunk to thebotom. 

And he:c | £ us b:hold and contemplate on the wonderfull mercic and judgement of God, 
in ſoſ>cedily revealing this deplorable and cruel] ngurther of this harmleſsand innocent little 
new-born babe, whom being ſo newly brought from the adulterate womb of his pirtilefſe 


mother 
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wother, {þ: walicivilly catt into char Poud, giving ic death for life, the Pond for its Cradle, 
aBank of Mad and Oz: for ics B:d and Pillow. For upon the inftant of Deniſa's. delivery, 
and h:r mucth<riug arid throwing of this her infant Babe into the Pond, God (to revenge this 
foul and bloudic t.& of hers ) deprived her of diſcretion ang judgement to return tor that 
he to her Mafte:s houſe, for ſhe thinking ro make ſure and ſound work for her own reputa- 
gion. and ſaſcty, (he that very night cakes up her lodging in the next poor Inn, which was at 
the ſign of Sainc Fcbus head, where to the Hoaſt ard Hoſteſs ſhe pretends lamencſs by the re- 
cic ot a fall, Bur God will give her but ſmall cime torctt and repoſe her :If in the guilcincſs 
ofthis ber cractl tin of murihering her own innocentnew born babe, for within we af- 
tr, a Groom riding to water his horſe inthe ſame Pond, his horſe ſnuffeth and tarts excee= 
dingly, pawing in the water wich his Father fore foor, and many times thruſts down his head 
thercia. | 
The Groom giv2s him the ſpur and ſwitch to bring him off, but in vaid, for the horſe 
the more paw*rh with his too, and ſnuff:ch with his noſe yea fo long till ac lait ( it ſcems) 
the packrhre:d being broken the white cloth appears and floats upon the water, which the 
Groom upon the ſtrange betaviour of his horſe(bur indeed by the immediate providence and 
pleaſure of God, who then and there was well mw to make this reaſonleſſe beaſt an inftru- 
mene of his glory in the deteCtion of this crucl] murther )cauſeth to be fetched a ſhore, where 
opening ch: cloth in preſenc* of ſome others, who flock thither to the Pond ſide to ſee what this 
may be, They find 2 {wer young infant boy, whole body was as white as the ſnow, witha 
flaxcn colourcd hair, a cheertull look, a cherry lip, and ſome blacknefſe about bis throat and 
n«ck, whereby they pue(F:d ic to be newly born and ſtrangled of ſome Strumpet his Mother, 
whom to dere and find gut, they ſearch all the adjacent houſes, and ac laſt find our Deniſe 
in hee lang when the Ofhcers of Juſtice, ſerting a Midwife and ſome three and four elderly wor 
men to ſearch her, they (deſpight of ker refiftance or prayers to the contrary )give in evidence 
againſt her thac ſhe was that day delivered of a child, ſo ſhe'is impriſoned , and the next da 
brought to hr arraignzmenr, where (threatned with the Rack ) the confeſſeth the ſtrangling 
of her child, and the throwing of it into this Pond, for the” which feul and inhamane fat of 
hers, ſhze is thz next day condemned to be hanged? When deſirous te ſave her foul though 
(through che inſtigation of Satan) )ſhe hath mifcrably caſt away her body ; ſhe entreateth that 
Father Ezytace a Prielt of her acquainrance may be nt to her in Priſqn, to prepare her ſoule far 
her ſpirituall journey to Heaven, who is accordingly ſent her. Who aftcr a leng and a celi- 
giousexhortation to her,falling on this point,that ſhe ſhonld do well to disburthen her conſci- 
ence of any other capital crime.which in all the'whol courſe of het life ſhe might have commic- 
ted , as chaws that the revealing thereof, excecdingly tended to Gods glory, and the feli- 
city of her own ſoulc, ſh: ( with tears and fighs) deeply thinks .chercof that night in 
iſon. 
"Now the next morning ſhe is brought to the place of execution,wher a great namber of people 
flock together to ſce her cnd, and there on the Ladder after ſhe had again confeſſed the ftrang- 
ling of her Infant and her throwing of it intothe Pond, ſhe likewiſe then and there confeſſed, 
That ſhe w:8 accefſary and conſented with her Lady Dominica, to poyſon her Mafter Roderigo, 
which ſh: 2fficmed they both cff.Qcd in the ſame manner as we have formerly underſtood, The 
confc(ſion of this her other foulc murther, as alſo of her Lady Dominica, doth much amaze her 
Auditors and aftoniſh her Judges , who to clear and vindicate the truth hereof, they cauſe her 
todeſcend the Ladder, and ty be confronted with her ſaid Lady Dominica, who by this time 
in the midſt of her ſecurity is likewiſe apprehended and brought before the criminal J 
where contrary to her expeCtation being enforced to underſtand the cffe& and tenour of her 
Chambermaid Dexiſas confeſſion and accuſation agaipſt her for the poyſoning of her Husband 
Roderigo, (hz: with much paſſion and choller tearms her Witch and Devill,and curſcah the hou 
that ever ſh: foſtercd up ſo peſtilent a Viper in her houſe to cat out her own heart and life,when 
with more confidence and boldneffe than contrition and repentance (being firſt by her Judges 
threatned with the torments of the Rack) ſhe contefſerh her ſelf likewiſe to be guilty of mure 
thering hee firſt Huzband Roderigo. So Deniſa's ſentence is altered , for ſhe is condemned 
to be hanged for ber firſt murther, and her dead body after to be burnt to aſhes for her 
ſecond, and the Lady Dominica to be hanged for poyſoning her Huzband , which news fo 
reſounds and rattles through all the ftreets and corners of Granado, that almoſt all the 
people of that Citic flacx the next morning to the place of execution, to ſee this cruel} 
Miftrefſe and her bloody Chamber-maid, take their laſt farewell of this World ; for the 
| Lady 
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Lady Dominica mutt likewiſe dycy notwithſtanding her Mother Cervantella's tears, and her 


Huwband Andradas imporrynat requeſts and paſſionate prayers to her Judges to the ; 
And firſt Deniſe is cauſed co aſcend the Ladder , (who was atall and comely young wo- 
man ) to whom God was ſo-mercifull xo her ſou], that there with many bittcr ſighs and tears, 
ſh: was wonderfull ſorrowtull for theſe her ewo foul murihers, cfpecially for thac of her 
Ifant Babe , whom ſhc had almoft as ſoon diſpatched our , as ſhe brought jnto the World: She 


carnditly beſoyghe all her auditors and ſpeFtators to pray unto Ged to forgive her,and tobe 


mercifull unto her ſoul;ſh: affirmed that her Lady Dominices enticements and Gold firſt drew 
her to be acceſſary tothe poyſoning of her Maſter Roderigo, the which again and again from 
her heart and ſoul ſhe prayed God to jar her 3 when entreating all yonng people, efpecis 
ally all young women to be more wiſc and religious , and I:ffe prophane and bloody mind 
by her example; and now recommending her ſoul into the hands of our Saviour and Redee- 
mer , ſheis curncd over... When immediatly aftcr this our wreeched Lady Dominica is like. 
wiſe brought ro her execution, whom the vanity of her heart , and the impurity and p 

nefſe of her ſoul had purpoſely dighted in her beft dreſs , and richeſt Apparel z which waa 


p__ woe, andere Gownand a curious great laced Ruff, with all things cIſe ſatable to it; 
which is 


entablc co ſec, and fearfull to confider, ſhee was as careleſs of her foul _ 

curious of her body z for the Prieſts and or 6a in her Priſon could not abate or beat down 

her impiery, but as there, ſo here on the Ladder, ſhe enters into many deep execrations and cure 

ſes, as well ageinft ber ſecond Husband Andrade ,as _ her Chambee-maid Deniſa, who the 

Gaid was now rather gone to the Devill than to Godzbut no ſpark of grace, nor ſhew of ſorrow, 

nor fign of Repentance could appear in her looks, or be heard in her ſpeeckes, for poyſoning 
of her firſt Husband Roderigo, bus with much choller and vchem-ncy ſh: chere uttered many 
other lewd and laſcivious ſpeeches, the which grieved her Chriſtian Auditors to. hear, and 
therefore 1 will not defile my Pen, or offend the Readers religious and chaft hearts with the 
knowledge thereof 3 ſo this miſcrablc and wretched Lady was turned over the Ladder, who 
"made her death anſwerableto the foulnefie and enormity of her life, being not ſo happy in her 
deach as her bloody Ohamber-waid Deniſe, and I fear me as cXempt of grace and goodnefſeaz 


-the Devil cold wiſh her. But God is the Lord af Juſtice and Father of mercy, to whoml 


leave her. | | 

The youth and beauty af this crucll and inbumane Lady Dominics , was piticd of many, bu 
her foul fa& abhorred and deteftcd of all who were preſent at het death 3 may we who ready 
her Hiftory , cheriſh her vertucs by the fight and knowledge of her vices, and fortific our ſouls 
with Rcligion and Picty, as ſhe cuincd hers by the negleR and want thereof; Amen. 
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| Gods revenge againſt the Crying and Ex? 
| ecrable Sinne of Murther, 


py 1STORY XXIX, 


'$anftifiore (#pon promiſe of marriage) gets Urfina with child, end then afterwards gr att 
fully and ua for" ew y rejeGeth her , and marrieth Bertranna. Velen ſenſible of pe 4 bet 
diſgrace, di[quiſeth her Ja in « Friers babit, and with @ caſe of Piftols kils SanCtifiore as be is wal- 


king in the fields , for the which ſhe is hanged. 


T isa poor wan a wretched pleaſure , for the fatisfaftion of choller and revenge, to 
| 33-ed. our hands in the innocent blood of our necr kindred, fith in ſecking zo wound him, 
we mere properly kill our ſelves in ſoule and body him ( who is the figurative 

of God ) we preſumptuouſly ftab at the Majefty of God himſelf, by whom our ſoul 
, without whom they cati never be ſaved. if we'will not know as we are men; 
yet we ought firmely both co know and believe as we arc Chriftians, that Revenge and 
ther are the two prodigious twins of Sethen, the laft being engendred and [cd of the 
firſt, and both from Hell : For Revenge is not balf fo ſweet in thi begi ag'bicter in the 
en, nor murther by many degrees ſo pleafing as it proves pernieious to her Authors , as this 
ealying Hiſtory will vcrifie, and make apparant unt0 us. | | 
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Let your thoughts be carried over thoſe high hils ot Europ, the al; e: , and Appenirg, to the 
noble and famout Ciry of N :ples,the head and capiralh of thar flouritt ing kingdom: (and from 
whence it receives ardderives its denomination) a City cxceeding rich, pupolous , and faire, 
a nd grac-d and adorncd with more Nc bility and Gentry of both Se xcs, than any other cf tte- 
1) whacſocver: Wh:rein of very late years {when the Duke of Ofſina was Viceroy thereof ) 
th ere dwelt two rich and beautifull young Gentlewomen , the one named Dona Vrſina Placeds, 
tf only D-ughter and Child of $:ignior Auguſtino Placedo, and the other D' 14 Bertramna de 
Troes likewilc the only;child and daughterqot Se ignior Thomaſo de Trees, the fir native of Fe. 
renzolo, iu Pulie, and che ſecond of Materana in Calabria, both of them being exceeding rich 
and well deſcended Geutlemen ywho with their Wives and Davehter for the moſt part builc 
wp their refidence in Naples, but eſpecially all the winter time. Now becauſe theſe two yo 

tlewom:n(whom henceforth we will tearm by their Chriftian and nor by their Surnames 
are-ewo ot the chicfcſt Perſonages which give life to this Hiſtory , therefore | hold icnor im« 
pertinent for 2, ſuperficially to give the Reader their different charaftcrs and delincationg 
Prſina was paſt the twentieth year of her age, and Bertraynd enring into her eighteenth. Yy. 


' fine was tall and (lender , Bertranne ſhort and ſomewhat crook-backed : Yrſine was the faj- 


rer of the two, bur Bertrawne by far the ſubtiller and wiſer, //rfina was of a deep Amber 
hair, b:t Bertranne of acoalc black : and to conclude this point ,Yrſine was aff.ble and curte- 


' ous, but Bererarna coy,proud,and malitious. 


The truth and order of this Hiſtory muſt here inform us, that although theſ- two rich 
young Gentlewomen had divers brave Gallants, who were ſutorsto them tor marriage, yet 


- none of them (> dearly and paſſionatly loved Vrſina, as the Baron of Saxitifiore of Capua, a ve- 


ry rich young Nubleman ; but far more proper than wiſe, and witha'l tar more laſcivions than 
rich , nor did or could. Bertranna in her heart and mind aff; & any other but the ſaid Baron : 
nelther wasit p* flible for her Father De Trees to perſwade or draw her to defire any other 
Nobleman or” Gentfeman for her Husband then him. Thus we ſee Sanf;Sore deeply to love 


" Vrſina, and Bertranna him, bucnot he her 3 and we ſhall not go far till we likewiſe ſee what 


effe&ts theſe their different aff:Aions will produce. 
Whiles Frfni is affured of Sex@ifioros love toher , Bertranna contrar iwiſe by her ſelf and 


. her friends makes ic her chiefeſt care and ambition to perſwade and draw him to forſake Vrſina, 


and to love and marry her ſelf, but ſhe will finde more oppoticion and difficulty therein then 
ſhe expefts. Tue iris, that alchongh the Baron of Sax@;fiore do continually frequent Place- 
dees houſe, and his Daughter Bertrannas company , yet underſtanding and confidering with 
himſelf, that Bertra»ne honoured him with her conſtant love and affeRion, he therefore held 
himſelf in:a mahner bound Tometimes to ſee and vilic her, although indeed it was cyery way 
more to content and pleafe her, than himſelf, where albeit thar her policy to her ſelf , and her 
aff.&ion to him, gives him many guips and jerk1 of his Miftra Vrſine , yet his reputation and 
diſcretion makes him comport tits ations and ſpetches ſo equatly towards Bertranna, that al- 
though he give her little cauſe to hope , yet he gives her none to deſpaire of his love and atfe- 
Qion to her , in requitall of hers eo Rim, and upon theſe and no other tearms ſtand Sanctifiore 
and Bertranna. But as for Vrſize, her hopes and beart of ,Saxctifiores aff:&ion to her , ſails 
on with a more p'caling and joyfull gale of wind, for ſhe loving him as deeply as he doth her 
dearly , ſhe accounts her ſelf bis , and he hers » as we may the more particularly and perſe&- 
ly.perceive by four Lovc- letters of theirs, which ſecretly and interchangeably paſt between 
them Hi which for the R:aders b.tecr GarifaRtion I et oaght good here to Inſert and pub- 
iſh, whercof his firſt co her ſpake thus, | 


SANCTIFORE to UIRSINA, 


ww 


'T He $ wertueſs of thy beauty, and the excellency of thy vertues bave ſo f ully taken 7% thoughts, 
b 


iſe. .Thy 


ver , or conſtant a ſervant on Earth as her, ' 


SANCTIFIORE, © 


Vrſinas 


RXXIX., Sanfifiore and Vrſma, 46>  : 
| Urfines Anſwer hereunto was couched in theſe tearms. 


7 URSINA two SANCTIFIORE, 
| thy heart be as full of affeion, as thy Letter is of flattery tome, I ſhould then have as iu cauſe, 
thankfully to beleeve that, as now I bave to ſuſpedt and fear this z For the iniquity of our times 
and the miſery of many former examples do prompt andtell me » that moſt men love more with their 
tongues , than with their bearts , and 1bat « all know far better how to profeſs than preſerve theix 
affettions and fidelity to their Miſtreſſes. As for me , Fulge with thy ſelf how curteous an1 loving I 
am to thee, for if I perfetily knew that thy Letter were the true Ambaſſadour , and un feigned Eccho 
of thy heart 3 I would both ſay and promiſe thee, that I would love thee , and none but thee : Make my 
ſelf thy wife, when and as ſoon as thou wilt pleaſe to be my Husband , for in life and death I hers now 
promiſe thee to be more thine then mine own: Reſolve me of this doubt, and free me of this fear,and 
then manage this affetion and favour of mine with diſcretion , and requite it with fidelity to thy 


URSINA, 


The Baron of Sanfifiores ſccond Letter to her contained this Language, 
SANCTIFIORE to URSINA, 


' A ST am not guilty , ſol am not anſwerable for other mens crimes of infi delity, but do as Juitly de- 
A teſt and ſcorn , as you uniuſtly fear them in me, That my / affeiion 15 pure and ſacred, and 
ſhall be tnviolable to thee, be God my Fudge, and my heart and conſcience my witneſſes : Thergfore to 
reſolve thy doubt , and to free thy fear thereof, I vow by the pureneſſe of thy beauty , and by the dige 
nity of thy vertues , that both my former Letter and alſo this, are the true Ambaſſadours and Ecchoes 
of my heart , and which is more , of my ſoule. Twill ſhortly kiſs thee for thy love to me, then love thee 
for thy kiſſes, and afeey embrace and thank the for both, and when T fail of my affedion and fidelity to 
thee, may God then fail of bis grace and mercy to my ſelf I will make my ſelf thy dear Huiband, and 
the my ſweet Wife, what thou pleaſeſt to crown and honour me with that ſweet ioy, and toraviſh my 
heart with this deſired felicity- 


SANCTIFIORE, 


Urſinas anſwer hereunto was traced in theſe termes. 


URSINA to SANCTIFIORE bak 


Elying 0n the purity of thy affetion, and the preſervation and performance of thy conſtancy to 

_ , y the = myth haſt invoked God for Jungs and thy beert and conſcience as —_ 
thereof, Imow freely acknowledge my ſelf to be thy wife by purchaſe « and thou to be my Huchand by 
Promiſe, and do therefore wholly take me from my ſelf, eternally togive my ſelf ts thee, I deſire the 
enioyance of thy company vnd proſence , with as much nap atiency as thou longeſt for mine, and thou 
fhaltfind,that I will _ my chieſeſt care and ambition #0 love thee,and my greateſt glory to honour 
and obey thee, and let both of us beware of infidelity eaeh to other,for God will aſſuredly puniſh it with 
Jaſtice, requite it with revenge, and revenge it with miſery on the Delinquents and Offenders. 


URSINA, 


| the pertiſall and conſideration of theſe four precedent Letters, we may pliiely perceive 
Ws. a firme promiſe, and ſecret contraft there was paſt berween the Baron of Sanctfiore and 
the Lady Vrſina, and how fervently and ſweetly they O__ themſclyes cach to other in the 
| - 


448 Gods Revenge again Murther. Book Vi 


— 


- promiſe and aſſurance of marriage, ſo not contented to have gotren the Daughters good will, 


he in very honourable faſhion and tearms likewifc ſeeks her Father Seigzior PLzcedoes conſene 
thereto, whom though for ſom- few moneths he found to be averſe and oppoſitto his defires 
thercin, yet upon Sanctifiores imporunat intreatics and his Daughter Vyſmas frequent tears,hee 
at laſt conſentcth to this their marriage, only he delayed the conſummarion thereof for ſome 
ſecret reaſon'y 2nd conſiderations beft known to himſelf, the which Lees publiſh, becauſe I 
could never gath:zr or underſtand them. Whiles thus the Baron of Sanctifiore remaines in 
Naples, his long ftay , great train, prodigall expenſes there, andyhis abſence from Capue where 
his lands and means lay, made him be in ſome diftrefſe and want of mony , and not knowin 
how to procure it there, thereby to ſupport his fame and reputation with his pretended Father 
in Law, and alfo with his intended Wife his Danghter , it greatly perplexed and troubled himz 
but at laſt be faw himſelf reduced to this extremity, that he was cnforced to borrow of one 
Nobleman and Gentleman of his friends to pay another ; a courſe which he well ſaw could not 
long endure and ſubift, withorft clamorouſly calling his reputation in queſtion : The which 
to prevent , knowing Seignior Placedo to be a hidebound, and cloſe fiſted old Gentleman, who 
loved his Gold far better rhan his God, and that if he offred to borrow any of him , he wold 
abſoltcly refuſe and deny to lend it him, and that it was not impoſſible , but rather very pro- 
bable, that hereby the prodigality of the one , and the covetouſneſſe of the other might prove 
a great blot and hindrance to this his marriage, he therefore as a deboſhed and viciqus youn 
Nobleman; deſpairing of the Fathers love, reſolves to make ſure work with the Daughters af 
fe&ion, who with a thoſand amorous ſpeeches , and laſcivious lurcs, dalianccs and temprati- 
ons , he ſeeks to draw her to his luftfull defires, and fo by uſurping on her chaſtity(which is the 
honour of Ladics ard the glory of Gentlewomen)to have carnally knowledge of her before he 
were marri*d to her. Vrſiza(who loved her ſweet heart "mr" as far dearer than the whole 
world, and yet her honour and chaſtity a thouſand rimes more deer and precious than her own 
life)infinicly grieves and wonders at this his intemperancy and obſccnicy zwhen (as a chaſt & 
vertudus Gentlewoman )ſh: wirh fighs and tears layes before his eyes and confideration, and 
repreſents to his heart and foul , the lewdnefſ: of his defire , the impicty of his requeſt, the 
foulnefſe and odiouſnefſe of this faft both to God and man, the lofle of her reputation and ho- 
ngur , both with her Father and with all the world, and chat in the end ic would affurcdly 
ove the break-neck oftheir —_—_— conſequently the ruine of both their contents and 
ortune?, as alfo that ſhe is ready to be his Wife , but diſdaineth to prove his Strumper, with 
many other wiſe and godly reaſons tending that way , and therefore utterly refuſeth to blemiſh 
or fhipwrack her chaftiry , by pareicipating with him in the ſhare of this laſcivious and impi- 
©1> fin of fornication , and indecd ir had been a happineſſe and glory , very worthy both of 
her ſelf, and of her honourable old Father, if ſhe had lived in the purity, and continucd in 
thepiety of this chaſt and vertuous reſolution. 

But this laſcivious Baron Sawctifiore ſceing his luſtſo ſtrongly oppoſed by her chaſtity, he is 
ſo far from grace and from God, as heredoubleth his violence and impetuofity thereof , as al- 
ſoof his lures and prayers, of his art and policy, to enrich himſelf wichher lofſc of chat inc- 
ſtimnable and jrrecoverable Jewell her Virginity ; ſo that day and night ſhe cannot beſin quiee 
for him, nor he without her 3 but till he follows her as her ghoſt and ſhadow, and with many 
falſe oaths and feigned fighs and tears doth bewitch ' or rather miuftralize into her ears and 
heaxr, that his deſire ofthis ſweet pleaſure which he requeſteth from her, proceeds wholly from 
his tender affeQtion ro her, and ſo witha thouſand laſcivious words he makes fo large and ſo 
impious an Apology toherfor chis his obſcene requeſt, that becauſe modeſty cannot , diſcreti- 
on will not permic'me to relate it ; as wellknowing that the and GE thereof, 
will cvery way prove unprofitable to#he Reader, and no way pleafing but diſpleafing toGod, 
when this weakand incorfiderate Gentlewoman, loving him far dearer than her own;life, and 
confidently relying on his ſworn aff:&ion and fidelity cother, which he ſo paſſionatly, and fo 
often had reiterated to her, ſhe ſo raſtily and fooliſhly permitted her ſelf to be weighed down, 
overcome and vanquiſhed with the importunacy of his requeſts and oaths, that it was neither 
4n her power or will to deny him any thing, no not her ſelf, but as ſhe formerly had given 
_ WR command df her heart , now ſhe likewiſe gives him the free uſe and poſſeſſion of 


yo 
Thus Saxctifiore bereaves and unparadiſeth his Miftris Vrſme ofthe moſt precious Jewell 
which ever Lady Nature.gave hcr, | mcan her chaſtity and honour, but of them ſhall 
ſhortly pay dear for theſe their bittter ſweet pleaſures {or rather fins) of ſenſuality and forni- 
cation, and ſhall-redeem and ranſome them with no lefle than ſhame and repentance; The 
Manner. whereof is thus, 


Aﬀer 
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 Aﬀeer he had thus defloured and taken hisebſcene pleaſure of his young and beautifull Mi- 
fires, and ſtayed an hour or two complementing with her, he then takes his leave of her,when 
criumphing more in the conqueſt of her ſhame, and his folly, than in hisown repentance for 
occafioning the one and commitrting the other, he with in a week or two after againe makes 
her ſo flexible and tratable to his defirer, as he threeor four times more familiarly wantoni- 
zcth with her in this laſcivious manner, and the with kim, as not contented to ftain and blc- 
miſh , but wholly to defile ard pollute themſelves in this their beaftly fin of concupiſcence and 
fornication. But here now begins his infamy, and her grief and miſery : For (as a baſe Noblc- 
man.) he forgetting his Oaths and promiſes to her, and her extraordinary love and aff:&ion to 
him , and which is more , his honour and himſelf, and his ſoul , and his God, he ( by degrees 
now begins to ſreez in his affe&tion to her, viliterh her ſeldomezand then bur faintly and coldly, 
and when (with cquall bluſhes and tears )) ſhe motieneth him to marry her, he is cither deaf to 
her requeſts, or clſc anſwereth her ſo impertinently and ambiguouſly, as (with much pertur- 
bation of mind and affliftien of heatr ſhe begins to ſuſpeR and doubt with her ſelf ; that ſhe 
hath more reaſon to fear , than cauſe to hope of his future affeFon and fidelity towards her. 
N:icher is her fear vain , or her judgement and apprehenfion deceived of him herein : for as 
men love Noſegayes in the morn, and throw them away cre night , ſo this ignoble Nobleman 
Sanctifiore after he had ſurfetted and fatiated his defire of this his intended and contrafted 
Wife Vrſiza, he in lefſ: than chree moneths after, is fo ingratefull and treacherous towards het 
as in a manner he abandonerh her Fathers houſe, and forſakes her fight and company , leaving 
<rnothing to comfort her, but her (ighes, tears,and repentance ; and which is worſe; a grow- 
ing great belly , as the true ſcal of her preſent grief and ſorrow, and the undoubred pledge 
and preſager of her furure ſhame and miſery , which torments and terrifics her heart and ſoul, 
bur how to remedy ic ſhe knows not. And now (with as much ſpecd as vanity and infidelity } 
away goes Senctifiore to his other ſecond ſweet heart Bertranne, who not for her beauty,bur 
for h-r Fathers great wealth, and his own preſſing wants , he now ſeems to affe&t and courr a 
thouſand more familiarly and tenderly than before, whereof ſhe is infiniccly glad and joyfull. 
For having a long time Joved him in her heart and mind , and therefore defiring nothing ſo 
much under Heaven as to ſec him her Husband here on carth , and having to that end her ſc- 
cret cycs and (pics every where abroad upon his life and ations , ſhe is at laſt advertiſed, that 
chere is ſome great diſtaſte and diff-rence fallen out between him and the Lady Vrſine , as alſo 
that bcing far from his home, he wanteth monies to defray his Port and expences in Naples,ſhe 
being of a ſharp witand deep judgement, thinks that the laft of his defeRs was the cauſe of the 
firſt and that peradventure Sarctifiore having attempted to borrow ſome mony ofher Father 
Seignior Placedo , and received the repulſe, he therefore was fallen out, and become diſpleaſed 
and diſcontented with his Daughter : And although her conceit and judgement miſſed ofthe 
truch herein, yet the better cocſtrange Sanctifiore Vrſine , and conſequently the more 
powerfully and ſtrongly to unite and cyc him to her ſelf, ſhe well knowing that her own Fa- 
ther De Teres exceedingly loved him , and defired him for his Son in Law , as muck as ſhe did 
for her Husband : ſhe therefore az much in love to him, as in diſdain and malice to Vrſine , 
doth under hand deal fo politickly, and yer fo ſecretly with her Father to lend Sanfifrore 
ſome monies, that he mceting him the very next day in his houſe , he takes him afide in his 
ſtudy and told him, that in regard of his abſence from Capue, and his long ftay and grear cx- 
pences here in Naples , it was rather likely than impoſſible that he might want ſome monies, 
and therefore he freely lent, and then and there layd him down 500 double Piftols : adding 
withall, that if he nzcded more, he ſhould have what he pleaſed, and repay ic him again when 
he pleaſed, and that if he would honour him ſo much as to marry kis Daughter, he would give 
him all the Lands and wealth he had, | 
This great courteſic of de Tores to the Baron of Sexdiifiore he held was redoubled to him in 
the value, in that he lent ic hin ſo freely and undemanded, as alſo for that it came ſo Oppor- 
tuncly and fitly to pay his debes ; and Catisfie his wants , as after a long and reſpeRive comple- 
ment bcrween them, Sanctifiores neceſſity ſo tafily prevdiles with his modeſty , that he moſt 
thankfully takes this Gold of De Toresg and likewiſe gives him than to 
his motion of Marrying his Daughter the Lady Bertram ; wherewith the one refis well - 
tisficd,and the other exceeding well comented; This goku of courtefie being thus performed 
berween them, Senctifiores joy thereof was ſo great, I may ſay ſo boundlefie , as he preſently 
finds out his new Miſtris Bertranna, and witha frolick countenarice and cheerfall voice, re- 
lates her , bow much her Father had obliged him and from point co point what had paſt be- 
tween them, and immediatly aftcr no- Iefſe doth ker Father, the mufick of which news was ſo 
pleafing to her mind,and fo ſweet to her heart and — » that ſhz heecupon flatters her ſelf 
| q 3 with 
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with a confident hope that he will (horily marry her, and in this hope doth he ſtill feed and en- 
tertain hcr, being ſeldom or never from her, but ever and anon both tog:ther billing and 
kiſſing, drowning his jadgement ſo wholly in her company, and his heart ranging and dream. 
ing ſo fully on her youth and b:auty, and on her Fathers great wealth and eſtare, that he hath 
not the grace, nonor which is lefſe, the will or goodnature, once to thiok of his poor deſolate 
and forſaken V1+ſina » of whom in ber turn I come now to ſpeak. 

We have formerly underſtood with ſorrow,and our ſorrowfull and unfortunate Irſina hath 
to her gricf tooroo ſoon ſceen,how unkindely Sanctifiore bath uſed , and how baſcly and trea. 
cherouſly abuſcd her in the points of her honour, and his infidelity 3 and yet all this notwith. 
ftandingghcr love and affection is till ſo dear and conftant to him, and her hopes ſo ccnfidene 
of him, rhat all chis diſcourceſic of his to her, is only butto try her patience, and that conſide. 
ring what familiarity hath paſt berwecn them, it is impoſſible for him co be ſo crucll hearted 
towards her, as in the end not to marry her. She hath likewiſe acquainted him \ that ſhe js 
with child by him, and when all other reaſons and perſwaſions fail , ſh: hopes this will Pre» 
vail to reclaim his af:Qion to her, and to induce him to take pitty of her , and compaſſion 
of his unborn babe within hr. But to refell and diſſipate all rhcfc her flattering and deceit- 
full hopes, and which is worſe,to make her loſe all hopes of this her deſired happineſs and good 
fortune from him, his new contraft:d and incefſant familiarity between him and the Lady 
Bertranua, is not ſo privatly carricd and huſhed up in filence between them, but ſhe hath ſecrer 
and forrowfull notice thereof; which ſo inflames her mind with hot jcalouſfic, and likewiſc 
afflits her heart wich cold fear and apprehenfion , that ſhe hath ſeduced and drawn his ffe« 
Aion from her to himſelf, as alſo that he will utterly forſake her to marry Bertranna, that ſhe 
ſally b:lecvcs chat the wind of his diſcourteous abſcnce from her procceds from this point of 
the cowpaſs. Wherefore fearing that which ſhe already knows, but far more that which ſhe 
knows not of this their familiarity b:tween them , all her hopes of Sandifiore arc almoſt va- 
niſh:d and baniſh:d, and her heart is as it were wholly depreſſed and weighed down with bit- 
ter griefand ſorrow thercof. She dares acquaintno body with her diſgrace, much leflc her 
Father, and her looking on her great beJly doth bur infinitely augment her ſorrows and increaſc 
her affli&ions , in regard that that which ſhould have been the cauſe of her joy and glory , ſhe 
now knows will ſhortly prove the argument of her ſhame and miſeric. A thouſand times a day 
yea | taay truly ſay as many times as hours , ſhe wiſhzth ſhe had been more chaſte and lefſe fair, 
and not ſo calily to have hearkned to Santtifiores ſugred Oaths andtemprations, as to have loſt 
hee honour and fortunes in ſeeking to preſerve themin her affe&tion to him, ſhe would fain 
draw comfort from all theſe her calamitics,or from any one of th:m,and yet ſhe knows not from 
whom except from her Sandifiore, when preſently ſhe checks her folly. , and reproves her am- 
bicion for tearming him hers , when ſhe belecves ſhe hath far more cauſe to fear than reaſon to 
doubt , that he already is, or ſhortly will be Bertranzas Huzband. And yet again, becauſe the 
exceſſe of her ſorgows hath more eclipſed her joyes than her judgement, and more dulled 
and obſcurcd her heart than her underftanding, therefore judging it a Maſter piece of her policy 
it ſh: can ſcq cr andreclaim her Saxctifiore from Bertranna,and ſo retain him to her ſelf in mar- 
riage, (h: tothat end, that ve. y morning ſends for Sebaſtiano her Fathers Coachman (whom ſhe 
knew to b: f2ichfull to her(and taking offa rich Diamond Ring from her finger which Sa»di- 


fiore well kn:w, (hz bade him find out the Baron of Saxdifiore at his lodging, or elſe wherc,to 


deliver that Ring as a token of her Tove to him, and to tell him that ſhe infinicly defires him 
to honour her with his preſence at her Fathers houſe ſometimes in the forenoon. Scha(tiano ac- 
cordingly finds out the Baron,and delivers him his young Miſtris Ring and meſſage , by whom 
he returns this anſwer; Commend me to the Lady Vrſina, and tell her I will be wich her im- 
mediatly aſter dinner. Whiles thus our ſorrowfull Vrſina (betwixt hope and fear, griefand 
conſolation) prepares torcceive him, he arrivesto her in his own Coach , and her Fathers ſer- 
yants attending tor hin, conduft him up to her Chamber, where compoling her countenance to 
affsRion, and yet ro ſorrow, ſh: meets him at the door , and condudts him to the Window 
which anſwcreth and looks into the Garden, where he giving her only one ſlight kifſe , and (he 
abſcnting her Fathers ſcrvanes , ſhe burſts forth into tears and frghs. 

She complains of the coldneſs of his affc&tion, of his long abſence from her , of the violation 
of his Oathes and vowes to her, and of her great belly by him , which ſhe ccls him he may 
better ſee than ſhe conceal , but eſpecially of his deep promiſe to marry her, praying him to ſer 
down th: time and place when he will perform conſumate it, and that he would infallibly 

c his ſhame and infamy, ifhe forgat himſelf, his honour, and conſcience, to forſake her 
and marry the Lady Bertranne, whom ſhe affirms« to him with tears, that ſhe underſtands is the 


Miftris of his thoughts and heart, and che Queen Regent of his defircs and affetions, When 
hi, 


Hiſt XXIX., SanZifore and Vriſma, ww 
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this baſe Baron is ſo cruell hearted to her , as Cpreferring his fury to his aff:Qion, and his paſ 
fion to his compaſſion ) he replycsnot a word to all the former parts and branches of her ſpee= 
ches and complaints, but only to the ewo laſt he gives her this thundring and heart- killing an- 
ſwer : Know V7ſfina that I have uſed all lawfull and poſſible meanes with my Parents to draw 
their conſents that I might marry thee, bur it is out of my power ever to obtain it of them,and 
without it | will never marry : 2s for Bertrannayſhe is nor ſo much thy inferiour in beauty, as 
ſhe is thy ſuperiour in vertues , therefore provide thou for thy fertunes , and ſo willl for mine, 
when with a look (which ſavoured no way of love, but wholly of contempe and indignation) 


he haſtily chrows her her Diamond Ring, and without once kifling her ,or bidding her farc-. 


well, ſaddenly ruſheth forth her Chamber, wherein heleaies her to her ſelf and hermuſes,and 
ſo takes Coach and away, vowing to himſelf as he went forth the doorce, that he will not be 
Father to a Baſtard, nor Husband to a Whore. 

Here 1:t all vertuous Ladics and Gentlewomen, and all truc hearted and generous Noblemen 
and Gentlemen judge, if this Sandi:fiore did not ſhew himſelf a moſt baſe Nobleman and a cru- 
ell hearted tyrant towards this ſweet and unfortunate Gentlewoman, fich the conſideration of 
her youth and beauty in her ſelf, of her tender love and affection to himyof his Oathes and pro- 
miſcs to be her Hurband, of the lofſe of her honour and fortuncs, yea 'ſith the fight of her 
lcan and thin checks wherein the Roſes and Lilies of her former beauty were withered with 
her ſorrows and his infidelitics ,and the fight'and confideration of her = belly which he 
had given her, together with her birth,ard quality , and the infinitencſs of her ſighs,prayers, 
fobs, and tears, could draw no more reaſon or compaſlion from him towards her. 

An4 now it is, that at the fight and conſideration of this his barbarous cruelty towards her, 
her very heart and ſoul is wounded and pierced thorow with ſorrow ; and now it is that ſh: 
looks back on her former folly and crrour, and on her preſent afflition and gricf, and on hec 
future ſhime and miſcry, and now it is that deeming him loſt to her for ever, and on her ſclfe 
conſequently rained without him 3 that her ſorrows and miſerics are ſo great, ſo infinite,that 
ſh: is ready to drown her ſelf in her tears, and moſt —_ dcfirous to forſake this life and 
this world to flyc up to Heaven and to God upon the wings of her ſighs and prayers. Bat alas 
poor ſoul , thou art roo unfortunate to be yer ſo happy , becauſe theſe thy afflittions and for- 
rows do as it were but now begin z therefore thou mutt prepare and arm thy felf to ſuff:r them 
with patience, and ro end them in leffe paſſiou, and more repentance and piety. 

Alchouyh this ignoble Baron triumph in this his cruelty towards his former love Yr(ine, and 
ſo ſpecdily poaſt away and acquaint his new one Bertranna therewith, who as much rejoyceth, 
as the other bitterly weeps and laments thereat ; yet (according to order) I muſt again ſpeak 
of our ſorrowfull YVrſine, who hath other more mournfull parts, and lamentable paſſions to a& 
upon the ſtage of this her Hiſtory, Who having thus received the repulſe and refuſall from 
her treacherous lover San7ifiore , ſhe (within a moneth after ) with a ſorrowfull heart and 
courage, reſolves (as well as ſhe may) co diſpence fora time with her tears, and to provide for 
her reputation, ſhe hath as yet acquainted none but Senfifiore with hee diſgrace of her greas 
belly, for ncither her Kinsfolks, Friends, N:ighbours, Father, or his ſervants, do as yet know 
itz the is of a weak bady and feeble conſtitution, and therefore to conceal this ſcandall from 
her Father, as alſofrom all the world, and to provide for the lying down of her great belly, 
ſhe holds it requilice to diſcover this great and important ſecret but only to one;Aand fo to crays 
the aid and alliftance of this confident boſom friend. To which end, ſhe thinks none fo fie for 
her purpoſe, and therefore makes choice of no other , but of old Aunc of hers, who was hee 
Mothers Siſter named!DoxaiMellefanta,who being a wiſe & rich Widdow woman,dwelt at Put- 
zeole ſomjten ſmal miles diſtant from Napls,a place ſo famous for its ſubterranean Grots, Vaules 
and Water-works, when inventing an excuſe to her Father, which was as worthy of her art and 
policy asſhe was cycry way unworthy of theſe her croffes and affliftions;ſhe tels him hat it is noe 
unknown to him how ſhe hath a long timebeen weak and ſickly, that the aire of Naples is nei- 
ther wholeforac for her,nor plealing to her,and becauſe ſhe hath often dreamt ſhe ſhall in a little 
time recover her former healch in Putzeole , ſhe humbly beſeecheth him that he will ſpeedil 
ſend her thither to live ſome ſmall time there with her Aunt Mellefanta, her Father Seignior 4 
Tores , whoſe age, contentment, and joy, lived chicfly in the youth, proſpcrity and health 'of 
this his ohly child and Daughter, makes het will and defire herein to be his , when not know- 
ing any _ of the diſtaſte that hid paſt berween his _—_— and the Baron of Saxctifiore 
or of his aff: Qtion to the Lady Bertranna, he demanded of her when you are at Putzeole what 
ſhall become of the Baron of Saxctifiore,to whom(rather from her apronfſtrings than her heart ) 
ſhe returns this witty & ſpecdy anſwer,if Saxctifiere love megke will then leave Ne les & vitic me, 
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or if he do not , 1 wil: not love him; which reply of hers pleaſed her Father {v wcli that he 
cauſcth her to fir up her Apparell and baggage, and within three dayes after, { attended en by 
2 Chamber-maid, and a Man of his , ſends her away to Putzeole in his Coach to his Silter Me/- 
lifents, where being arrived ſhe ſpeedily and privatly with this great fccrer of hergreac belly, 
which ſo much imports her reputation, or diſgrace, and alſo with all che circumſtances there- 
of, and ſo prayes her belt love and afliftance to her herein, the which ſhe faithfully promiſeth 
her, adding withall, that becauſe ſhe is of her own blood, ſhe will regard and love her as her 
own Child , telling her that ſhe highly commended her policy , for thus blinding the cyes of 
her Father, and for leaving Naples, to come lay down her great belly with her in Putzevle ; yeg 
ſhe could not chuſe but blame her for the cauſc thereof in ſuffering her ſclf ro be thus abuſed 
and betrayed, by ſo baſe a Nobleman as the Baronof Sandifore , bur then againe ſhe excu- 
ſeth that crcour or this her Necce upon the freſhneſle of her youth , and bcauty , and bids her 
fear nothing , but to reſolve to be here cheerfull,couragious , and merry with her. 

Here we ſec our beautifull V/rſine ſafe at Putzeole z under the wings and proteQion of hey 
Aunt Melifante, and far off from the eyes of the known or ſuſpeRed rejoycing encmics of her 
diſgrace; lodged in a dainty houſe, a delicate ayre, having varicty of curious iweer garments , 
and dainty rancks and groves of Orenge and Lemon-trecs to walk in, well att: nded on, and fa- 
ring moſt dcliciouſly; and who therefore would beleeve,that ſhe would not now quite abandon 
her former ſorrows and tears, and wholly rejc& and caſt off that baſe Baron of Santtifiore who 
fo ingratefully had ruined, and ſo treachcrouſly had firſt forſaken and rejected her; but here in 
Putzeole we (ball ſee her perform nothing lefſe; for althovgh fhe yer hold him to be incangled 
in the lures of Bertranns beauty, and the temptations of her Father de Tores wealth, yer judg- 
ing his heart and aff:Aions by her own, and meaſuring him by her (clt , ſhe till loves him fo 
dearly that ſhe neverthelcfſc belcever he cannot hate her ſo deadly,asto rcje& and repudiace her 
to marry the ſaid Bertraxne , when the more to fortific her belcct and reſolution thereot , ſhe 
very often again reads over his ewo former Letters which we have heard and ſeen , and therein 
finding , that by his conſcience and ſoul , and by Heaven and by God, he had bound himſelf 
to marry hers and to live and dic her faithfull Hugband 3 ſhe chen beleeves that no manygmuch- 
lefſc a Nobleman, and leaft of all a Chriſtian will be ſo prophane and impious (* without any 
cauſc or MM violate all theſe his great Oathes and promiſes ſo deeply made, and fo 
religiouſly unto God, wherefore although this Baron of 5 anctifiore were abſent from her, 
ing bim fill preſent in her eyes and heart, ſhe therefore (in conſideration of the premi- 
7. )doth *t continually ſo plead for him againſt her ſelf, and for his afkcfion and fidelity to 
ane her ſuſpirion and diftidence of him, that ſhe yet flatters her ſelf with a conceit that 
in the end his conſcience will fo call home his thoughts, and God his conſcience, that he will 
marry her ſelf > and none but her ſelf. Again, conſidering him tobe the Father of her unbom 
Babc, (bc thinks her ſelf a very unkind and unnaturall mother , if ſhe ſbould not love him tor 
her Childs ſake as wel 23 for his own, and that God would neither blefſe her nor her burther,, 
iſſhc ſhould any way neglett or omic him 3 upon the foundations of which reaſons ,(truly and 
courteoully laid by her , but ſo _— and treacheronſly by him )ſhe thinks ita good way,and 
amcxc:lleat, t, for her , to ſeek to reclaim him to her by a Letter , the proof whereof 
ſince bis deſeRion from her, ſh: had nor as yet praftifed or experienced, bur as ſhe began to fall 
on chis reſolution, her hope and _ of Sanctifiore and yer her love and aff:Qtion to him, 
make her m:et = fall on a donbtfull ſcruple, whether ſhe ſhould write kindly or cholerickly 
©o him, bur atlaſt her affction tohim , declining and excuſing his infidelity co her , and hee 
love and courteſic giving a favourable conſtruftion to his cruelty towards her, ſhc hoſds it more 

for her deſire, and his return, to write to him paſſionatly and cfteEtually , but noe 
harſhly oc ſeverelyzand (o to take the ſweet and fair way which ſhe defired , but not the ſharp 
and bitter which he d:ſerved : when flying to her Cloſet ſhe ( full of grief and tcars ) wriccs 
bimchls cnſaing Leteer,the which without the knowl:dge of her Aunt Mell:fanta ſhe ſends him 
to Naples, by her cruſty meſſenger Sebaftiauo her Bathers Coachman. 


VRSINA to SANCTIFIORE. 


preſerve thine own boneur, and prevent mine own diſgrace and ſhame, T have left Naples to 
ſorurn bere for a time int Putzcole with the Lady Mcllifanta mine Aunt , where thy preſence 

will make me «5 truly joyfull bad bappy, as T feel and know my ſelf infinitly miſerable without it; For 
although of late(but for what cauſezor reaſon,God knows,l know nor hath pleaſed thee to exerciſe my 


affetiion 


Hiſt. XXVIII. Sanftifore and Urſma. ad - 


affe on and patience in thy diſcontent; yet in regard 1 am thy Wife by purchaſe, fith thou art 
Husband by promiſe, whereof the coppies of thy former Letters oil wide _— he thee , 14 
thou madeſt God the Fl udge, and thy {or and conſcience the witneſſes » 1 cannot beleeve that thou art 
ſo irreligious, or that thou beareft me ſo little love, or ſomuch malice, to make thy ſelf guilty of ſuch 
foul infi _ mez and impiety towards Ged, and 1 appeal to them all if my tender and untainted 
affection tot have not every way d:ſerved the contrary at thy hands. Again, as in hoping to marry 
thee'I gavethee my beart , ſo in aſſurauce and confidence thercof,thou didit likewiſe bereeve me of |my 
honour , and therefore if the counterpane of that contralt do any way fade or dye in tby memory,yet 
reſt confident that the Originall lives ſtill in Heaven, as the pledge and ſeal thereof dob now mm my 
unhappy womb here on earth z miſtake me not my dear Sanifiore, for I write not this out 0 f any ma» 
lice , bnt out of true affefion to thee , to the end that thou mayeſt thereby ſeriouſly conſider, and reli= 
ligiouſly remember with thy felf , what I amtotbee, thou to my ſelf, and whag that unfortunate in- 
noccut unborn babe in my belly is to us both. Aud although I am thy wife before God, yet I will now in 
all bumility make my ſelf thy bandmard, and with a world of ſighs and tears throw my ſelf at thy feet 
(and lower if I could )to conjure and beg thee; By my poore beanty which once thou did}ft ſo much ada 
mire and adore, by the memory of my loft virginity , which thou wreſtedſt from me with ſo many ame- 
rous ſighs and tears , by all thy deep oaths , vows and promiſes which thou ſo religiouſly gaveſt me to 
remaine ſtill loving to me , byahine honour which ſhoald be dearer to thee than thy life by thy conſcience 
and ſoul which ought to be far more precious to thee than all the lives and honours of the world, yea for 
thy poor infants ſake,and laſily for Gods {ates abandon thy nnjuſt diſpleaſure and immerited diſcon= 
tent conceived ag ainft me, and my deer SanQtifiore come away tome to Purzcole, and there make me 
thy Wife in thc (ight of bis Charch and People, as I am already inthat of Heaven and his Angels , 1 
ſay again, come away to me my ſweet Sanftifiore, for thy ſag ht will delight my heart, and thy preſen'e 
and company reviſh my ſoul with joy. It is impoſſible for Bertranna , either to love or honour th;e 
the thouſand part ſo dearly as thy Urfina doth, and till death rcſolve to do; I will freely forge: all 
thy former eſcapes and diſcourteſies towards me , and do attribute them more to ber fooliſh va= 
nity , than any way to thy unkind diſpoſition er inclination, yea I will not knit my browes when thou 
commeſt to me, but will cheerefully and ioyfully prepare my ſelſe to feaſt thee with ſmiles, and to ſurfeit 
thee with kiſſes : But if conmtrariwiſe thou wilt not hearken unto me, or this my Letter , or regard 
theſe my iuft requefts aud ſorrows , ner obey and follow God and thy conſcience berein, in _= ly re- 
pairing to me to make me thy ioyfull Wife, then what ſhall I do or ſay , but according &s I am bound 
in affetion and duty to thee , I will notwithftanding ſtil! reſolve to love thee dearly, though thou 
hate me _ and to pray for thee though thou curſe me ; yea I will then leave thee to God, and re- 
ligiouſly beſeech his divine Maieſty , to be a iuft Fudge between both of us, of my firme affection and 
conſtancy to thee,and of thy cruell ingratitude and treachery to me.Live thou as happy,aslthy conftans 
Urfina knows that without thee, ſhe ſhell aſſuredly live ſorrowſully and die miſerably. 


URSINA, 


Mcfſenger S«baſtieno arives privatly at Naples and finds out the Baron of Sanctifiore in 
his Chamber by os , to whom he gives pag yo ho this Lettcr , who at firſt ( knowing 
from whom came ) ftood a whilcs muſing and conſulting with himſelf, whether he 
ſhould read or burn it , but at laftbe breaks up the ſcals thereof, and with much adoe affords 
bimſclfche time and patience to peruſe it, which having done, al he no way merited to 
* receive ſo ſweet and lovingaletter from YVrſine , ye not bluſhing for » but looking pale 
with cnvy and malice thereat , he darting forth a diſdainfull frown, and « the letter in 
throws it into the fire, when curning himſelf haftily towards Sebaftiexo who ftood neer 

and ſaw all all that he had done, he in great choler ſpake to him thus. Tell thar 
proud and fooliſh gi et Vrſine that 1 diſdain her as much as ſhe writes (he loves me, and that 
2s now , ſo cver hereafter I will return no other anſwer to ber and her letters, but contempe 
and filence, when to expreſſe _—_— fury, Sebaſftiano was no ſooner forth his Chamber, 
haftily throws faft the doar after him, and in this furious and cholerick manner 


he 
archi baſe Sentifire receive the love and entertain the letter of our ſweet and forrowfull 


Yrſos $4 ba. 
Sebeftiano as much gricving as admiring athe incivill choler and rage of extiifiore , 
ſcntly leaves Neples , and carries home this poor news and cold comfort to his young iſto 
the Lady YVrfins at Putzeole, the which he faithfully and delivers to her , who -— 
peftcd nothing lefſe bur direRRtly the contrary thereof. is amazed to underftand this 
| barbarous, and cruell anſwer, and infini d in midtd , that he ſhoald 


firſt rear then burn her Letter , and for conyerting his pen into Sebaſtionces Ry = 
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anſwer thereof ; But above all that word of his gigglet kild her very heart with ſortow, to 
think that for all her former courtchies ſhewed him, he ſhould now at laft repay her with this 
foulc ingraticude and ſcandalous aſperſton, at the ſorrowfull thought and contideration where= 
of, reſolving to make her piety excecd his cruelty ſhe could not refrain from bedewing her ro- 
ſcat cheeks with many pearled tears, nor from evapourating this heavenly cjaculation from 
the profundity of her heart , and the Centre of her ſoul 3 God forgive rhe Baron of Sanfifiore, 
and be mercifull to me/7rſina a great and wretched finner, had ſhe continued inthis godly 
mind and reſoſution ſhe had done well , but alas (notwithſtanding the wholſome comfort and 
councell of her Aunt Mellefanta) we ſhall ſhortly ſec her run a contrary courſe and caricre. 

It is a common phraſe and Proverb that misfortune ſ:1dome comes alone , which we ſhall 
now ſee cur ſorrowfull Vrſi1e will yerific by her deep ſighs, and confirme by her bitter tea rg 
for this diſcourtilic of Sen@ifiore towards her , for ſhe hath ſo deeply nailed it in her mind, 
and rivited it in her heart, that it begins to impaire her kealth and ſtrength, and conſequenly 
to pervert and alter the conſtitution of her body, ſo that whcre as 'her poor unborn babe had 
lived but one full moneth within her, ſhe now finds ſo many ſuddain thrower, and unacuſtomed 
convulfions , that ſh: is ſpeedily conſtrained to betake her ſelf to bed , when calling upon her 
Aunt Mellefanta, and withall poſſible bat ſending away for the Midwife, ſc aiter many ſharp 
torments, and bitter cryes and groans(to the great perill and imingnt danger of her life is de» 
livercd of a very pretty little fon, which God ſends into the world dead born : now although 
ſh: want no curious care, comfort and ateendance from her Aunt, in this her fickneſs and cx- 
tremity, yet-ſh: weeps bitterly , and pittifully for the abortive birth and untimely deach of hee 

or innocent babe, and infant, and becauſe her Aunt ſees , that this laſt affliftion aud ſorrow 
of her Neece doth infinitly encreaſe and revive her former, and that ſhe alſo conceives a won- 
derfall fear in her heart, and ſcruple in ber conſcience that it is only her immoderare gricfe 
ad ſorrow which hath killed her Child, therefore as a diſcreet Matron and wiſe Lady, (to 


- remove this Article out of her Neeces belicf and memory )tels her plainly and freely , that ſhe 


is extremely decrived in that point and doubt of fear, and that it is nor her ſorrow , but the 
baſe ingratitude and treachery of her falſe Lover Saxdifiore to her ſcle which kild her child 
within herzA tart and yet a trac ſpeech,which Y7(ne neither will ſo ſoon, nor can fo cafily for- 
get,as her Aunt Mellefanta hath ſpoken it, but ſhall I here tcarm this to be affetion in Vrſine 
towards Sandifiore , or ancedlef(c vanity or ſuperfluous ceremony in her ſelf : For ſhe defires 
to kifſc her breathlefſ: innocent babe for his ſake, which ſhe doth, when giving ica thouſand 
kifſzs,th:n waſhing his face with her tcars,and lamenting and gricving that ſhe could not breath 
life into it with her fighs, ſhe recommends it again to her Aunt , and ſhe the ſame nightto its 
ſecret and decent buriall. | 
Whiles thus Vrſina remaines very weak and fick in her þed, yet till her heart and affe&ion 
looks couſtantly on SanJifiore as = needle of the compaſſe doth tothe North , notwithſtan« 
all his baſe ingraticude, and cruelty from time to time ſhewed towards her, and becauſe it is a 
thouſand griets and pittes that ever he ſets his eyes on her,or ſhe on himgand as many ſhames for 
biny,firſt to ſeduceand then to betray her , therefore who would any way commend her, for 
continuing of her love to him , or rather Ry who would not infinitciy blame her of 
folly , and condemn her for want of wit , and judgement, ever any more either to hope or 
hearken afcer him:And yet this filly yong Lady is ſo bewitched to him as in the very}middef of 
er ſickneſs and ſorrows, and contrary to all ſence and reaſon her: breaks forth a ſparkle and 
aſh of ber policy in her ſelf,and of her affe&ion towards him ; She neither can , nor daretruft 
any other but Sebaſtiano her Coachman, with this great ſecret which ſo much imports her ho- 
por or diſgracc,or with this her meſſage with SaxTfiore from whom (though in vaine ) ſheex« 
ets ſome hope and content,when cxemprting all from her Chamber ſhe cals him to her Beds 
ide, and ſwearing him to ſecrefie,for want of ſtrengeh to write chargeth him preſently to ride 
Poaſt to Naples again to find out the Baron of Sand@ifiore and to tell him from her, that ſhe her 
ſelf is excream ſick, and not like to livezthat ſhe is delivered ofhis and her Son who is dead born 
and therefore that ſhe begs him, that for Gods ſake he will ſpeedily come over to her , becauſe 
for his good, and her content , ſhe infinitly defircth to diſcharge her mind and conſcience to 
him betore ſhego to Heaven 3 So Sebaftiano (in difcharge of his duty, and his Ladies command 
ſcems rather to a bas poaſt to Naples, where ariving to Santtifiores houſe , and finding him 
within; he ſcnds him his name by one of his men, ag alſo that he moſt carneftly defires to ; 
a word with his Lordſhip : but Saxctfiore knowing who it was, and therefore imagining trom 
whom he came, bids his man carry Scha(iaxo back this anſwer that he will neither ſpeak with 
him , nor ſec him. -Sebaſtiexo is perplexed with chis his ſhort and ſharp reply , but becauſe 


his Mefſage is of great importance, asalſo for that he exceedingly I and honourth 
ool 


his young Lady and Miſtris, he reſolves not to returne to her as a fool ; ro which <cnd, 
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ae the. foot of the fairs he enquires of another of his ſervants when he thinks his Lord will go 
forth , who tels him he will cak: Coach within half gi hour , whereof Sebotians being ex- 
ccediug glad ,he rhinks ic beſt to ſtay for him in the ſtreets , where (wich much vigilancy and 
impatiency) he attends his copming , fo at laſt he ſees him iffue forth bis gate ; when preſently 
Sebaitiano placeth himſelf berwix: him and his Coach , and with his hat in his hand , very re- 
ſolutcly and orderly delivercth him his miftcis her MeQage at full , the wbich Sax&ifiore uns 
derftanding, he ac firlt ſmiles thercat, buc then preſently again entring into Choler , he rounds 
$:baftiano this anſwer in his exre, rc]] that ftrumper ehy miſtris Vrſina from me , that | wiſh ſhe 
were burycd wich her baſtard , aud that they were both with the D:vill, and ſo without ſpea- 
king any one word more, in a mighty fume of anger and diſdain he throws himſelf away trom 
8:baſftiano into his Coach, and ſpeedily burrics away to is ſweet heart Bertraune, from whom 
he is ſc1dome or never abſent , to whom he revealed all chat bad paſt inthis paſſage, cndea- 
vwuring as much as in him lies tO triake it to be as well her laughter , as bis own contewpt and 


' Now here ere I proceed farther, I know there is no Chriſtian whatſoc ver, but that his ve 
heart and foulc, will yearn within him, at the reading of theſe crucll , barbarcus and hell; 
ſpceches of this baſe hearted Noblemian, agaicſt our ſorrowfull and unfortunar Vrſina , and 
ber poor harmlcſs deceaſed babe, and no l-{1) doth Sebaſtian in hearing and my ſelf in penning 
and relating them : dol tearm him Nobleman ? O ler me ( with refpet and repentance) re- 
yoke that noble ticle from Sandiftore , and to give him his due, let me tcarm kim as he iz a 
monſtcr of mn, or if he will, a noble deboſhed vilain, or whether he will or no, a meer Tyrant, 
orclſc a D:vill in the ſhape of a man, to aſe ſuch ingr. tefull cruelcics, and te'liſh ations and 
gm againſt theſe ewo innocent perſons, who comratiwiſe in the higheſt degree, deſerved 

him all manner of aff tion, reſpec, charity, piety and compaſſionz but let him look to 
bimſclf as well as he can, yet (God being as juſt as mercifall } iris not impoſſible for bim in 
the cnd to pay dear for theſe his foul infidelirics and crueltics. | 

. Return we now to Scha{tiano who(by this time) is returned to Putzeole whereof he preſent- 
ly ſends up notice to his young Lady and Miftris Vr{ie who {till keeps her bed through diſcon- 
vat and ſickneſs, bur at the news of his arrivall; or rather hoping that he bad t her 
ſome good news from her Santtifiore;ſhe without any regard to her weaknefſe and ) 
rilcth from her bed by the fire, and calls her Chaniber-maid for ber night Gown , which ha- 
ving drawn on ſke bids her for a while roabſent her ſelf, and to ſend up her Coach»man $4 
baſtians to her, and although in bis ſorrowfull look and countenance ſhe may already tacitly 
read a Jarge ture of the bad news he brings her from Sanfifiore, yet ſhe cal him to her , and 
bids him ſpeak on.4 but alas he ſpeaketh roo ſoon for her, for (with a faltring and erembling 
voice), he tels her the harſh entertainmant , which 'Saxdfiore gave to bim and his meſſage in 
Naples, and the iahumane and cruell anſwer which he bad him retarn to her in Putzeole, with« 
out any way adding or diminiſhing a word thereof'; the which 28 ſoon as ſhe underftood, ſhe 
for the cxtremity of her gricfand ſorrow hangy#down her head, and croſſing ber armes uttereth 
this paſſionate ſp:ech : good God is it poſſible that Santi/ficre will thus abuſe me, or is this 
the favour which 1 muſt expe ofhim in requitall of thoſe extraordinary courtefies he lrath 
reccived from me z when walkingop and dowrher Chamber , ſhe thanks Sebaſtiano, and gi- 
ving him ſome Gold for his pains, bids him to leave her, and to ſend up her Aunt Mallefan-. 
te, and her Chamber-maid to bring her to bed ; who chereupon running up haftily to bergher 
Aunt chides her for the little care fhe had of ter own health,but more ſor her fooliſh tears, and 
indiſcreet ſorrows: Now afrer they had laid herin her bed , and that Vrſine had purpoſly 
{cnt awey her raid, ſhe praycs her)Aunt to ſhut her Chamber door , and then to fir down} by 
beds fide for that (ſhe had ſomeſſecrers of ance £0 reveal unto her; when with a thous 
ſighs and teare, bedewing the Roſes and Þillics of her freſh and lovely checks , ſhe ac- 
nts her from point to point, what had now again paſt between Saxtifrore and her ſelf , in 
ſecond journey of Sebaſtieno tothim at Noples. Aunt Mellefania laughs as much ar 

y of her Neece Vrſina, as ſhe her ſelfw at her own ſorrows and affliftion; and having 
as much-wit as the other had weakneſs, ſhe bold to call ber fot , and fool, to care for 
him who contemned and (corned her, and for (: that to her heart which he did at the 
heel, yea ſhe advanced furthee in this her paſſionar choler to her and (aidyfir, fie Neece, ſell you r- 
ſorrows to buy more coarage and wirzand ſo becauſe that baſe Baron Sandifiore deteſts and de- 
fics you, pay him in his own coyn,and do the like to him, a ſharp and bitter ſp:ech which /y- 
(na(awid(t her ſorrows) now conveys to her heart, and it may be we {hall hereafter ſee her to 
rememb:r it, when her Aunt Mellefante hath forgotten it : for poor Soul, (he being as ic were 


deprefſed and weighed downe , with che multicude of Sandiftores affecnts and difgraccs , 
aid 


—_ 
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and of bis ereacheries and cruclties to her, the hath wept {o much as (he yet weeps becauſe ſhe 
can weep no more thereat ; as ifthe difference of their conſtellations and horoſcopes were ſach. 
that as Sandifiaze was born to hate her, ſo was ſhe notwithſtanding, (as yt) toaff:&t and love 


him. \ 

Alas V+finaz It is true indeed , that the leaſt of theſe tieicherics , and cruekiecs of 
S.enifiore to thee, arc cauſes enough of all thy tears and forcows; but yet the confide. 
ration and comparing of thoſe with theſe, condudts and leads me to this dilemma ; that 

I know not whether he be more to be blamed for committing the firft, or thou for permit. 
ard they are every way more worthy of thy ſcorn than of thy carc,and of 


ting the ſ:cond,in 
thy contempt than of thy affliftion. His ingratitude, and crimes to thee 1 know are many in 
antity,and very baſe and gdjyys in qualicy, yea thetr number is ſo great and their nature ſg 
I, that their recapicul be drawn within a ſmaller, nor their repetition contra. 
Qed in a lefſeror narrow: this z he hath bercaid bis Tove, violated his faith, and 


falfificd his Oaths and pro ec,;he hath bereaved thee of thy; Virginity, torn and bume 
thy Letters, diſdaincd to fee 8, called the giglet and whore 3 thy innocent Babe baſtard, and 
which is worſt of all, he hath wilfully and cholcrickly wiſhed both of you to the Devilll ; f@ 
judge wich thy (elf YVrſima, if all theſe be not fair motives for thee ftill to love Sanfiifiore, or ra- 
ther if they be not juſt reaſons and provocations ſor thee now at laſt to hate him, or if thou 
think they be notenough to work and eftabliſh this metamorphoſis in thee, have but a liech 
tience, and it is not impoſſible for thee to find more toaffe#t and finiſh icz for now while 
er Aunt Malefants is rating and ratling her for not caſting off her heart and hopes from $,x- 
Aifiore, and Yrſina (in counter-exchange) chiding her Aung becauſe ſhe cannot endure that 
ſhe ſhould eternally loye him, here falls outan accident ( wichin a moneth after ſhe 
had pretily reeovercd her health and firengeh) which we ſhall preſently fee will work and 
produce ſtrange eff-&ts both in her heart and mind as alſo in her affeRioris and reſolutions ro» 


- wards her SanGifiore , for as yet (privatly to her ſelf ) ſhe many times ſo tearms and ftiles 


him. | ; 

Cheriot taken leave of the South, and was poaſting towards reel to view eg piteing 

Seas, as the Lady Mallefavta carried her Neece Vrfine forth in her Coach to take the ayregand 
walk of Orenge trecs, orderly and plea 


to recreate her Iſpirics in 2 
ing the banck»of a fine Chriſtall abour a mile from Purzcole, they afar &c 
Boor of the Coach ) cſpied to: Horſemen dircly cowards them , when Yrfine flat« 


tering her ſclfe-with hope, and therefore Joy » that ic was her Sanfifiere, who 
was purpoſly comefrom Naples towards Putzcole to ſce her, ſhe therafore cries out go her 
Coachman Sebeftiano to: ſtay the Coach and toattend and expet them 5 when preſently ſhee 
ſtes her hopes deccived', and her _ for the one wasa ſervant of 
Milk{antas who from Purzcole thither to Vrſine a t of her Father Pleceds's 
who came from Naples with a letter from him © her, whereupog the Aune much 

arid the Neece far morewhat this ſuddain buſinefſe mighe be, they both deſcend the 
and V rfine taking her Fachers Letter from his man, ſhe fleps a litele aſide from her Aune Mele» 
fangs, and breaking up the ſeal thereof ; (direRly contrary to her expectation and defires) 


PLACEDO w URSINA 


Hi": that Ly this time the ſweet ayre of Prtzevle beth recovered thy health , my will and order 
there tore to thee now ts , that thou ily returne bome $#me to Naples ( Ah Coach) by the 
bearer hereof , whom T have purpoſe ſent 10 corndurl thee thither. I beleeve that thy Country ab» 


ſence hath loft thee a good fortmme in the Citty » for yeſterday morning the Lowes of 
aughter to Scignior de Tores, with 


eat Pee and run, wins Thc elegans ty Huck, Teena 
at ftate and ſolemnity — h , | 
reſpett to my Sifter , thy Amit Mallefarna , aud my beft prayers to God for thy vertnes nf 


ty, as being thy loving Father 
Y PLACEDO. 
| Pr fins 
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Vrſins hath no ſoon:r read this Letter , but every member of hee body erembles for grief 
and vexationthereat , yea her ſorrows are ſo great , as ſhe cannot ſpeak a word; whien being 
ready to fall ro the nd 4 tier Aunt Mcllefante fieps co her affiſtance and ſodo the two men, 
but they have all of th:m-much/ado ta fupport her up , when at laſt wringing her hands, and 
looking up ſtedfaltly to. Heaven;fhe throwing her Letter to her Aunt to readyutcers forch this 
bicter exclamation againſt $2xdG;fi ore ; and bath this baſe Nobleman at laſt requited all my love, 
with this monſtrous ingratituge and+ treachery | O why do 1 live'to ſufferig? and O where- 
fore (hould hc live for offering ie to me 2? her Aunt reads her Letter and indeteftation of $en- 
Fifiores baſene(s 4 ſhe ads fucll tothe flame of her Neeces choler againſt him, bur ſhe needs nor, 
for chis very laſt aft of his matriage with Bertranza, ſers her all in fire and revenge againithim, 
yea her heart is abſgludy divericd, and. taken away from him, as hetetofore fh: never loved 
him ſo much-.as now ſhe hagetbim 3 ſhe ſwears to her ſelf, that (he will make bim pay dear 
for this his ingratitude and.cecachery towards ber , and limits her revenge with no Ie than 
hisdeach for ſo baſely abuſing and deceiving her, ſhe but now threw away his Letter for ſor- 
row, but now (he again cakes it up for joy, becauſe it cally her home to Nepler, where as ſoon 
as (he arrives , {hz again and again reſolves and vows with h=r (cif charſhe will murther bim 
her lf, or cauſe him tobe marchered by ſome ochers.: ber Aunt Meliefanta by all ſweer means 
and perſwaſions ſeeks to pacific hey diſcontent and fury, and fo to app:aſe and cool the raging 
temp:ſis of her heart , bur. ſhe ſpeaks! to a deaf woman, who is not == z cicher of counſel], 
con(olacion or reaſon, for her malice and gevenge againft Sanctifiore have ſo fally taken up hee 
h-art and (og), and ſo abſolutely ſurpriſed hxrthoughtsahd poſi:fſed her refolacions , that ſhe 
neichr reſolves nor thinks of anything clſc, buc how and 'in what manner ſhe may murth-r 
him 3 to which cnd ſhe takes Coach for Putzeoleythere packs up her baggage, conceals her bloo- 
dy intents and-reſolutions gowards Sandifiore from her Aunt Mellefanta, thanks her moſt lo- 
vingly and courtcouſly for all her carc of her,and aff:Qtion to her, the remembrance whereof 
th afficms ſhe will bcar co her Grave, and from'thence to. Heaven, and fo within three dayes 
rakes leave of het, and returns to Naples to her Farher, who reccives hee wich mach content 
atid joy, and is very glad of the recovery. of her health, and yer perceives ſome ſecrex diſcon- 
tent lic lucking in the furrows of her brows.3 bur (he difſemblech it both to him and the world, 
and (o bears her (cli fairly y modefily,and temperacly rowards bim in her ſpeeches and aftions, 
who all chis while is cycry way ignorant of her diſgracefull great belly, as alſo of the birth and 
buciall of her;iofanr child. Shc-is no ſooner'come to Neples, . but her deadly malice and re- 
venge to Sznctifiore will giveno truce to ber thoughts, nor peace to her refoſucions; for her 
heart having confpiced withhe Devill, and bach of them againſt God co diſpatch him to Hea- 
veri; ſo now. from the, matter (he fals tothe mianner,and from her conſultation to the praftiſe 
ther:of, She ficft; thinks ic. beſt co ger hig poiſoncd , 'to which end within ten dayes 
afrer hc arrivall co Naples (he ſends for her-0wn Apothecary named «Fntouio Romancy, and 
having (worn _ ſecrecy,profers him two hundred Duckatons to poyſon her mortallehemy 
the Bacon of ;fiore,but Rowgucy is too bonefkia man and too religious a Chriſtian toun- 
dertake ity and ſo atcerly refulgh. her, andecjedterh bor geo z andthen 
Godly reaſons and pious ſpeechen,, endeavoureth to difiwade her from this fowl and | 
fat, but be ſpraks cicher to.the wind or tga deaf woman, for ſh: is reſolute not to rerire-bur 
w advance in this her crortl eng obarenate y ſhe here again ſtrongly conjures this 
honch Apothecary co ſecrecy; the which be nly . $42lh 
aint Sexctifiere, the which revives. 


with m 


onl 
fi 
.. Vrfona-is ill implacable in ber-malice and revenge ag 
ich more viglence, and flanges forth with the greater impetnoſitiy when ſhe(by her ſecret { 
tar Bod Med cſi and fenndall ard revs ie hD ade 


ipgiven to! | 

© —_ elicicy,to hav the zrophecs of his joy upon the ruins of her honour 
and che d ns of her reputation and fame, as alſo that th: anggehis her diſgrace is now 
becomethe c laughter apd private ſcornand fhis proud and ambitious wife Bey- 


ofhis 
franna ; (0 thecannot cndure the thought digeſt.che remembrance and Confidera-' 
-tjon hcreof , and therefore ſhe ſpeedily refolyes 1 reduce her malitious contemplation into 
ke towards bim, and.to eric another cxperiment and concluſion thereof. She its a 
m 
athcrs 


orning ſomewhac ſooner than accuſtomed, walks alone with her waicing maid inher 

| cxcleny 29d dajory Gardca but not to pleaſe hereyces with the - delicious: 
and fragrant ſmell of the great variety, of rare and fair flowerss wherewith ic was: 
ve 4. and digpred 35 or to.recreat and her ears wich che mcliflagus dittics 
adcigals of thoſe ſweet quiciſters of the Air, the Nightingals , Thruſhes', and Lennots, 

t chanting of ſome ſweet - divifian-in _ erees of this Garden, and on fome 

. X F branches 


| 
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branches of theſe trees z or topreſerve her (elf fromthe  intemperare bear of the ſcorching Sun 
beams 3 - and therefore cither to pafic her time , cither -in ſome ſhaddowed walks and Arbours, 
or to fit her ſelf dowh by ſome curious Chriftall fountain, with all which delights and raritics 
this ber Fathers Garden was deliciouſly inriched and embelliſhed 3' Ono nothing lefle, for 
ſhe was reſolute to make her ſelf more miſcrable, and.nor fo z becauſe her thoughts were 
wholly bent on blood, and her reſolutions ,on the murcher Fore at what price or rate 
ſoever. Having therefore formetly miſt of her Apothecary .Kgyancy to poyſon bim , ſhe elſe 
knows not any fo fit or proper to diſpacch him-as her truſty Coachman Seba/tiano, who ( as we 
have formerly underftood ) was both an eye and an car - wimeſs bf this his baſe and jgnoblec 
cruclty towards her, wherefore ſhe by her waiting maid, fendsfor kiva into the Gardento her, 
and wich many ruthfull looks, aud ſorrowfall fighs, having firſt cominended and applauded 
his fidelity ro her, and then ſworn him to ſecretie to what ſhe fired now relme'and deliver 
unto bim, the ecls him , that ſhe cannot live exceprthar bafe £drd*Strhfifiore dyeyand therefore 
ſhe prafcreth him an hundred Spaniſh double Piſtols of Gold, Whe will either murther him by 
night in the ſtreets with his Rapier, or Piſtol him v0 death abroadhn the fields , at his firſt ſee- 
ing and mecting of him , to the which ſhe very carneftly prajes and requeſty hit, © Seboſtiono 


as amazed at this bloody propefition and entreatyrof his Lady/rſins, whom he ever 
held to be more charitable,and noe ſo cruell hearted-e0 any ore of the world, ardalthough be 
be poor , yet he is fo honeft , vertuous andreligious, as he highly cefuſerh co diltain his heart, 


or dip his hands ia innocent blood for any filver or gold wharſbever. *' So in humble ( and yer 
in abſohatc ) ccarins, he gives bet thedenlall, «nd (with rears in his eyes ) prajcs her to defiſt 
from this her crucli purpoſe , becauſe he affirms ro her, that ethe'end of murthetr proves moſt * 
commonly but the beginning of ſhame, repentance, miſcry, medeonfufion to their authors ; fo 
ſhe bitcs.ber lip, and hangs her hcad-for ſorrow at chi# his repalſe and refuſaH; and yer is fo 
cautions and waty inher ations, as ſhe makes hirvagain fear ſecrecy to her in all things , 
whichnow doth , or b«r aker may concern this bu the whieh he fairbfully protniſeth her 
ided, that her command and his ſervice be every way cxewpt of the effuſion of innocent 
and ihe of murther, to the which he conftantly vowes to her, it is impoſ- 
ſible, ſor him cverto be ſeduced or drawn,andſ@ he takes leave of her and leaves her folitaty 
alone it» che Garden to hey mufes 3 bat yer as be was iffuing forth tht again calls him co her,and 
fitialy' chargeth kim firſt carefally avd curioufly to inform binfelf, and then he her, of Ses- 
uy ar frequent haunts, and walks wichouc the Ciry ,- the- which he likewiſe promiſerh 
toperforms. |. tf 230 > our) 1414 177 

.Qur malicious and revengfull YVrgne is not commented coreteive the deniall from her Apo- 
thacary Rowency, and the repulſc from hee Conchiman Sebaftiurts; about the finiſhing of this 
deplorablc bulmeſit, bur wnhouwmaking avygoudtulreat cit Hotkft and refigious difſwali- 
dm3of.hoe from is, or without once looking r/thihking of Heaverr of Hell, (he as 
afatalmcmbar, arid prodigious agenc of Sevbany is fiiltrefohite to therein; for he is 
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uf _ eh They S—_—_ ſ ſelf, and 
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hed him for Heaverr - (he ri .cemnot 
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pence 


ſmalk River fide )tie with hisbook in hivkend , wc ts Sp Dog at his 
hourdritwo alone iw his pri on, his- Coach betting ſomerimes 


clHo-herithonghe., and fo determindts andbloody-in refolationsy/as ſhe wif procrat no time 
butfhe (pectiily herhinks her ſelf of # hollifh Rratagemy arid policy (no lefle irange than cractly/ 
whiohthe Dcvill himfclf ſuggeſted, and found out for her , to wreak her inveterat malice and 
infcrnall revenge in mucthering of San@ificrethe manner whereof is thus. = She 
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She very ſecretly provides her ſelf of a Friers compleat weed,as a fad rufſer Gown and coule, 
With a Girdleof a knotty rope, and woodden ſandalls, proper to the- order of the Bonnes bo- 
mes (which is the reformed one of that of Saint Francis) with a falſe nzgligent old beard, and 
hair for his head ſacable to the ſame, and in one of the pockets ofthis Frock, ſhe pur a ſmall 
begging box, ſuch a choſe Friers uſe ro carry in City and Country when they crave the cha- 

and devotion of well diſpoſed people 3; as alſo a new breviary ( or ſmall Maſg 
book) of che laft cdition and form of Rs ound up in blew Turkie Leather richly guilr, - 
but in the other pocket thereof ſhe puts a couple of ſmall ſhort Piftols which ſhe bad 
Parloined out ot her Father PLrcede's Armory, and had charged cach of them with a brace of 
Ballers, faſt rammed down,with priming powder in the and all theſe fatall crinckets,ſhe 
P 


(with cqualt filence and treachery) packs and eyes u ein the Gown ,c the time 
and hour to work this her crucll 7] lameniable feat on innocent Sandfifiore,who little thinks 
omg what & bloody Banquet his old love, and now his new enemy Vrfinais preparing 
m. | 
:-:And here write with grief that it was the Tuc{day after Palm Sunday, (a time and week 
which the bleficd paſſion of our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, makes ſacred and famons , and which all 
eroe Chriſtians in his commemoration ought to keep holy, and riot to polute or defile it with 
' barbarous and bloody ſacrifices ) when our maſculine monſter, rather our femall fu _— 
' being aſſured by Sebeftiano that the Baron of Saxfiifiore was that day about three of r A c 
after dinner gone out alone in his Coach to his aforcſaid uſuall place of walking a mile off the 
City in the fields; ſh: infinite glad of this defired occafion and longed for nity, bids 
Sebeſtiano make ready his Coach, and filently to leave him withour the Pottera Gate of her 
Fathers Garden', and fo preſently to come-up to her Chamber to her , the which he as ſoon 
3 to whom ſhe now (ptophanely and treacherouſlly ſayes) Sebaftiano,: ( by the favor 
and mercy of God) | have now exchanged my cruelty into courrefic towards the Baron of 
Santtifirre, nd do therefore preſently reſolve to give him a merry in the Fields, wherc- 
at before our departure and return , I know thou wile rejoyce and laugh y at the fight 
hereof; the which indeed was very welcome and plealing news to Sebaſtians, to whom ſhe 
then gives this lietle fardell, and fo purpoſely Teaving her waiting-maid behind her, ſhe cheer- 
redo follows him to the Coach, wherein being ſeated and the little fardell like» 
wiſc wichin ; ſhe bids him drive away withall to find out Savctifiore, the which 
with hisinnoccncy ) he joyfully doth. Now as they are come within ewo flight ſhots 
ofhim, Vrſin« dids $ebet:axo not to- proceed (farther, but to drive in the Coach into ſome 
cloſe ſhadowed place ont of the way, where they might ſce Sexctifiore,butnot (a yet ) to 
be cither ſeen or eſpicd of him 3 which he doth , where ſhe deſcends her 
draws off ber own apparell,and ſo-purs on her ricrs apparell, as alſo the hair and beard, 
having made: and prepared ngs fit and ready before , and here likewiſe ſhe foldeth up 
the crefſes and tramels of hey own'hair under itzand hath parpoſcly ſhaved away the hair of a 
lindle part of the cyown of hethead , and all'chis whiles ber Coach man Sebeftiano turns her 
Chatnber maid beec in the fields to make her ready, where he! cannot refrain from 


i 1g to ſee whar's' mexamorphofis this now it, that bis y 
mr beeFoes old Friers bur ftill ſhe hides and conceals her wo Piftols — in 
her pocket frottshim; a alſo her: bloody defigny and intents towards Sanctifiore, and whereof 


az irinocene,, as ſhe her (elf and only her (elf is guiley thereof. Now being 

«ll [ſhe-our'of her other takes her alms box and holds ic in oneof her 

hands, ard ber bowrs (or breviary) in her other, © I 1 
heerfall (Oo pra fortune 
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ſb, as ©. jblly-old Frier,away this ſhe Devill Golly eripa own Severifre, baving piecy 


| hewaeryery 


hcrlooks, bur and heart and intentions, and all the way 
As cannot refrain from laughing to ſec this great yand alteration in 

4 ebathely bur direQly* that ſhe in meriment went a Maying or 
Moog ac was his ignorance that be dreame. that the wene to commit mur» 
thet,6r what Dovill was herc vailedand under this Friers'weed. ' 


::r $a{with marc aſfucance thanfears' aod with-far more impiety than grace _) (he goes on to- 

$Savctifiire vido. was there alone walking agd poremrnsr be arymnn 1 giviog 

duak: or: 4wa; the holding up her begging box , and counterfcieing] an old Friers voice - 

p him forthe blefſed Vitgin Maries ſake, and alſo for holy Saint Fraxcis ſake to beſtow 

ing on hit for their and order- vwdich Senctifiore ( being alone, 2» having 

lack his Coach to the City: ( reſolving ” oy he ſeeing thas fair new breviary 
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eyncll hearced Oenttewommn Vrſins bach inche habit off a i | 
Bzton Suxcrifiere, and the Reader ſhall not go much turdhicr'in+his Hiſt 


dt atory 

for that , as God and his Angels do borh erijumph and 
Gods Judgemenrs are as juſt as ſacred; anc as 

ruther admire -k wich awfull reverence, thari any 


o ablo- 
cowl 


pleaſed God(in his acred 

torn m 5 ( arr (wherewich harged theſe wo 
and he his » fo thatſh-had the power burnot the will, and herhe will bur nor the powee 
eo ſtep to her affiſtance, only ſhe leaps from the Coach-boxro the on his ight Togand 
with his Knife cats of the ſtaies and crappings of his horſes, that they in their fary 


mighe 
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mizhe not draw the Coach and themſelves after them; and yer ſuch is her impenitency and his 
affl\ftion, as ſhe here was not half ſo much terrified, as he perplexed and aftoniſhed at this their 
misfortunat diſaſter; the which chough ſhe ſlcighred, as only looking down to her ſelf, yer he 
deemed and conceived it to be no Ieffe than a blow trom Heaven , as looking np to , and 
therefore that it was a fatall Omen, portending ſome diſmall calamitics and af. Qions which 
were immediatly to ſurpriſe and betide them. 

As thus diftrefſ:d Vrſinz , and her lame and forrowfull Coachman Sebaftiano, fate down 
on the bare ground, rather able to behold, than to know how to ” one the other; and they 
both grieving to ſac their Coach lyetorn on the ſea fide and ſhore of the hill, and their two 
Coach- horſes (without hurt or fear )licentiouſly playing their frisks and -c hes below in the 
vallics, neither he ndr ſk: knew what courſe to take for their preſent conſolation and ſafety, 
and fo to prevent the imminency of their danger , but at laft ſhe raking ſome ten double Piftols 
of Spaniſh Gold out of her pocket, and giving it him, ſhe again makes him ſwear ſecrecy, ne- 
ver to revcal what he had ſcen her perform to Sanfifiore, thewhich ( with more rcl 
than willingneſſ: ) he doth. Then as it was agreed between them, he by ſome loud cryes and 
holla's ſhould call in ſome contadines ( or Country labourers )) to their affiftance, whom 
chey ſaw a good diſtance off very buftly working in the vines, the which as he was about to 
do, lo God (in his ſacred providence )fo ordained, that the Baron of Sax@ifiores Coach came 
ratling above them,where they two fate comfortleſs & forrowfull upon the ground; and in the 
Coach was his Page Hieronimo, who therewith was going to fetch home the Baron his Mafter, 
who perte&ly ſecing and knowing the Lady Vrſina , and her Coachman Sebaftiano, and ſceing 
her Coach Iyc by her all abs and ſhattered and torn no fake} whom! at this her diſa- 


1 
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ſer, he for the reſpet he bore her for the Baron his Maſters ſake , ( whom he knew formerly 
loved her )cakes his Coachman with him, and ſo deſcends down to her afſiftance, wherc being 
more fully acquainted,of the breaking of her atme,and her Coachman Sebeftiano's leg, he very 
humanely and courteouſly proffers her his Lords Coach, and his beſt ſervice ro condudt and 
carry them both home to her Father Seignior Placedo's houſe in the City, little thinking or 
dreaming}, that ſh* came from ſo cruelly murthering his kind Lord and Mafter Saxctifiore , or 
that his breathlefſe body lay now expoſed as *1re) to the fowls of the ayre in the fi:1d. 
$:ba/tian» is much perplexcd and grieved, but bis Lady Vrfin« infinitly more at thits unex. 

P*Red encounter, and ominous neniager $anctifiore's Page , Coach and Coachman which 
threatned her no FM: than fcar, and this fear no lefſe than imminent danger and confufion , ef- 

cially to her ſelf, if not to him, when looking wiftly and ſorrowfully each on other, they 
"rmen not how to bear themſclves in the unfortunacy of this accidenc , neither dare ſhe "cre 
or well knows how to refuſe this proffered courtelic of the Page Hieronyme. Bur at laft (de- 
ſpighe of her ſelf) ſhe ixenforced to imbrace this vepornndery whed making a vertue of necefſi- 
ty ;the (though much againſt her will is conftrained, very thankfully to accept , and make uſe 
of this kindnefie of Hieronymo, who leading the La Vrſim by her left arme , and his Coach- 
man, hers by his right, they ſoftly bring them uþ the Hill to the Baron their Maſters Coach,and 
ſo convey her home to her Father Seignior Platedo*shouſe in he Chty » who was then gone 
forth toſup with the Prince of Saleruo, ( who by, the Mothers fide, was his Coſcn Germane ) 
where Vrfinz (ferting a good face upon her bad heart ) gives the Page many hearty thanks, 
and the Coachman three Dackatons for this their courtefie, ſo they take leave of her, and ſpce- 
dily return with their Coach into the fields tb fetch home the Baron' their Maſter, to whom 
they reſolve at fall rorelate this accident; when Vrſnas fears far exce her hopes, and, 
knowing upon whag tickliſh tears arid dangerous points both her ſelf and her Iife now ftood, 
ſhe (in the abſence of her Father ) ſpeedily reſolves to provide her a ſwift Coich and fo to fly. 
from Naples to her Aunt Mellefaritas houſe in Putzeole, where ſhe promiſeth her ſelf far more; 
ſafery and lef: danget than here at home with her Father; but contrariwiſe, we ſhall fee thac 
God fi now refolved to deceive both her hopes, and her ſelf hereln, to her utter ſhame and con« 
fafio | | 


n, F 6. | 

- "The Page Hieroiymo being ſorrowfull for his Lady UVrſina's misfortuney% yet exceeding glad. 
thar he ha che ha Hineſl: yk. good fortune to perform her this fajre office, and friendly courte- 
fie to her, he now bids his Coachman drive away o'rethe fields to that pleaſant grove tofind 


their Lord and Maftcr. Santtifiore where being arrived he deſcends his Coach, and with his . 


Hent eyc lookes about every-where for him ,, when alaſs be hath ſcarce gon forty paces 
bat direPtly contrary t9 hiz cxpeRation) he finds him there dead on the ground, and 


moſtlamentably all gorcd , and cngrancd in hizown __—_ at the fight whereof be burſts ol 
TE r 3 into 
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into many bitter tears and out-Cryes, yea he throws away his hat, and tears his hair ter grief 
and ſorrow hereof, and no Icſs doth his Coachman. They arc here both of them ſo amaz:d 
with gricf and aſtoniſhment wich ſorrow at this lamentable ſpcCtacle and accident, as they 
{for a quarter of an hours time }) know not what to think or fay hereof, as whether this 
their Lord anjl Maſter had here killed himſelf, or were murchered and robbed by Thieves, but 
at laſt chis ſorrowful Page Hierowymo, will ſtay alone weeping by the breathleſs body of his ' 
Lord and Maſter, and ſo ſcad away the Coachman in his Coach ſpeedily to Naples,to acquaing 
their Lady Dona Bertranna, and her Father Seignior de Tores with this ſad and ſorrowtul 
news, whereat ſhe almoſt drowns herſelf in tears, and he very bitterly laments and forrow- 
eth for itz ſo (being incapable of any hope , comfort or conſolation) they do both of them 
take coach and drive away into the field, where ſhe almoſt murthereth her cycs wich her tears, 
| to ſce herdcar Lord and Husband lic thus murtbercd in his blood. They here ſee none in 
fi ght of him, neither do they know any body but themſelves that hath ſcen him; ſo by 
whom, or how he is killed they cannot as yet cither conceive or imagine, when the father 
teaving his daughter towaſh and bedew her dead husbands cheeks with her tcars, he him- 
ſelf gallops away in his coach to Naples, and brings thence along with him the eriminal 
Officers of Juſtice, firſt to know, and then to be ceyc-witneſT:s of this fad and deplorable ac- 
cident ; at the hearing and fight whereof (in nature and juſtice) they cannot refrain from 
equally wondering and gricving at it, when (to att the part and duty of themſelves) they 
Eatiſe the Coachman to ſpread his cloak on the ground, then to remove the dead corps from 
his blood, andto lay him thereon, and ſo they make a Chyrurgion (whom they had pur- 
poſcly brought with them) to unapparrcl and ſearch his body tor wounds, who findes and 
ſh:ws them, that he was ſhot with ewo pittol bullets in his back, and other wo in his bref 
when miſſing likewiſe of bis purſe, they all of them do confidently believe, that undoubted- 
y he was murthered and robbed by Thieves. The which the better to diſcover, the Judges 
{end their Scrgeants and Scrvants, and De Tyres likewiſe ſends the Page and his Coachman 
ſcarching and ſcouring allover the adjacent ficlds, to apprehend and bring before them all 
thoſe whom they finde there 3 who are ſo far from meeting of many perſons, as they all of 
them bring in but one poor ragged Boy (of ſome twelve or fourteen yeers old) who ſome 
two hundred paces off, kepe a few Cows (which yiclded milk to the City) and him they 
findc fitting withio a hedge in a ditch, whomthey bring along with them tothelJudges, where 
he ſees this dead body lying on the ground before thewy whereat poor filly Boy he ſhakes and 
tremblcs for fear. "74 | [ | 
© The Judges demand his name of him, whg tells them he is called Bartholomeo Spondy, thy 
further enquire of him wht bis father is, agd where hedwells : who replics, that his fath:c 
is a poor Butcher, named Pedro Spondy, and dwells at Naples in Saint Jobn's Suburb, (which 
the Judges afterwards finde truc} then theſe graye Judges perceiving the poor Boy to be baſh» 
fal and timorois, they therefore bid him be of good cheer, and to fear nothing, for the which 
he' thanks ch:m both with cap and knee. Then caquire of him if he ſaw any one to come 
neer and kill the Gentleman, to whom in plain knd ruſtick tearms he anſweted them, that from 
the ode within which he kept bis Fathos Cows, he ſaw this Gentleman walk alone by him- 
ſelf at leaſt an hour with a book in his hand and that then he ſaw an old Frier come to 
him, who as he thought d ſome almg ofhim,whom he ſaw did ſhoot off two piftols co him, 
and therewith killed him, tor he then, and thereupon preſently ſaw the Gentleman fall to the 
=_ : they again demand of him what afterwards became of this Frier; who tells the Judges, 
2t a Coach came up inſtantly to bim and earths him;away,but where he knows not. T hey ask 
of him why he had not cryed out againſt the Fiery when he faw he had killed this Gentlemanzto 
whom he makes anſwer, that he dared not do it, for fear leaft he would then likewiſe have killed 
him with his piſtols. The Judges farther demand of him, whether;chis were a white, a black or 
a gray Frier, to whom ke anſwers that he was ncither of them, but that he wore a minimeor ſad 
rufſer gown and hood. Thereupon they thought it fit again to demand of him how many horſes 
this Coach had, and of what colour they were : to whom he affirms that they were two black 
c zach horſes: when the Judges to ade this quere and hiscxaminatiengthey demand ofhim . 


what coloured cloak this Coachman wore, who tels them he worea red cloak,and as he thoughts 
ſome white Taces tipon it, the which this pregnant poor little Boy Bartholomeo had no ſgoncr 
pronounced ind ſpoken, but SanJifiores Page Hieromymocryes out and relates to the Judges, to 
his Lady Bertranna, and her father Seignior de Tares, whereg{and in what maner and accident he 
ſome two hours ſince found the Lady Vrfg,and.her Coac dmgn Seb efiens whom he ſerioufly 
horſes, which they ſaw 

ſtarying 


affirmed wore a red cloack with white laces, and that her 'ewo co 
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ſtcaying below in the vailey were coal black, right as Bartholomes had deſcribed them ; adding 
furcher, that her coach was broken with a fall, as alſo her right arm, and his left Jeg,and that our - 
of re(peR and pity to her, he had carricd both her,and him,home to her father Seignor Placed,'+ 
houſe, but ke affirmed he ſaw no Frier cither in their fight or company : all which relation + f 
his,was lik-wiſc there confirmed to the Judges by the Baron of $au&:fi res own Coachman,who 
was alſo chere preſent; the which evidence of theirs as ſoon as the Ledy Bertranne over heard, ſh: 
with a world of fighs and tears, (as if ſhe were ſuddenly inſpired and prompted from heaven) 
paſſionately cryes out firftro her father, and then to the Judges, that God and her conſcience 
rold her, that doubtleſs Vrſine was this deviliſh Frier, and her Coachman Sebaſtianothe very 
ſame damnable fellow who had here thus cruclly murchered her Lord and husband, when throw- 
zng her ſ:lfon her knees to their feet, ſhe very carncftly begs juſtice of them, againſt them for the 
ſame, who pattly concurring in the opinion and belicf with them, they do here moſt ſcriouſly 
and ſolemnly promiſe it her. ; Cy: . 
To which ctfc&, theſe reverend Judges, leaving her father, ber ſelf, and her Page and Coach- 
man decently to convey her huzbands dead body home to their houſe in Neples, they themſelves 
make great haſte thither before, and preſently ſend their Officer and Sergeants to Seigniors 
Placed, s houſe, there to apprehend the Lady Vrfina his daughter, and thcit Coachman Seba#ti- 
ano, whom they both opportunely finde iſſuing forth his gate ina freſh hackney coach ſpeedily 
flying to Putzeole to her Aunt Mellefanta for protection and ſavQuary,ſo theſe fierce and merci- 
leſs Scrgeants do preſently divert and alter their courſe, yea they furiouſly and ſuddenly ruſh up- 
on them, apprehend and conſtitute them cloſe Priſoners in the common Goal of that City, 
placing chem in ewo ſeveral chambers, to the end they ſhould not prattle or tell tales cachto 
other 3 where they ſhall finde more leiſurethen time, both to remember what chey have done, 
and likewiſe ro know what hereafter they muſt do, PRee p 
Whilcs thus all Naples generally reſound and talk ofthis mournful, fat, and deplorable ac- 
cident, and Seignier Placedo particularly grieves ac theſe his daughters unexpeRted croſſes and 
calamitie?, asalſo of choſe ot his Coachman Sebaſtiano, the which he fears, he can far fooncr 
lament then remedy z our ſorrowful widow Bertrawna (wich the afliftance 'of her father De 
Tores) gives her husband the Baron of Sandifiore a ſolemn and Rtatcly hurial in the Fucillantcs 
Church of Naples, correſpondent to his noble degree and qualiry, A$d then within two days 
after; at her cacncſt and paſſionate ſolicication to the Judges, Vrſine and her Coachman Sebaſti- 
axo, arc ſeverally convented before them, in their chicf Forum (or Tribunal ) of Juſtice, and 
there ſtrongly accuſed by her, and charged to be the authors and aftors of this cruel murther, 
- committed on the perſon of SaxQifiore her huzband, the which both of them do ftoutly deny 
with much vchemency and corifidence, and when the little Boy Bartholomeo, is face to face cal- 
led into the Court, togive incvidence againſt them, he there maintains to the Judges, what 
he had formerly depoſed to them in the fields, bur ſays he thinks not that this Lady was thas 
Fryer, nor can he truly (ay that this was the Coachman who carricd him, alchough when his 
cloak was ſhewed him, he could not deny but it was very like it, but Bertranna having now 
ſecretly intimated and made known to the Judges, all the paſſages that had formerly paſt between 
Vrſine and her hucband Sand frore,as his getting ofher with child,and then(contrary to his pro- 
mile) refuling to marry her,they do therefore morejthen half belicye , thac irwasher diſcontent 
which drew her to this choler, her choler to this revenge, and her irevenge to this murther- 
ing of him, as alſo (that in favour of ſome gold) ſhe bad likewiſe ſeduced ard. drawn her 
Coachman Sebaſtiano to be conſenting and accefſary herein with her: Whereupon the 
next day they, will begin with bim, and ſo they adjudge him to the Wrack, the torments - 
whercof he endures with a wonderful fortitude and patience, ſo that (remcmbring his oath of 
ſecrefie to his Lady Vrſina) he cannot whereby be drawn. to confeſs any thing, bur denics all, 
whereo{ (he having ſecrer my doth not a lictle rejoyce and inſult thereat, now the very nexc 
enſuing morging, Vrſina her ſelf, is likewiſe adjudged and expoſed to the wrack, the wrenches 
and torments whercof, as ſoon as [he ſenſibly feels, God proves then fo propitious and merciful 
to her ſoul, that her dainty body, and tender limbs cannot poſlibly endure or ſuffer ir, but 
then and there ſhe to her Judges and Tormentors, confſeffech her (elf to be the ſole} au- 
thor and aftor of piſtolling to death, the Baron of Saxfiifiore , in. the ſame manger and 
forme, as we have alrcady underftood in all its circumſtances, but in her heart and foul 
ſh: ftcongly affirms to them, that her Coachman Sebaſtiano was not acceflary with her 
herein, upon which apparent and palpable confeſſion of hers, her Judges ( in honour to 
ſacred Juſtice, and for cxpiation of this her foul crime ) dos pronounce ſcntence 
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of dcath againit her» that thee ſhall rhe nex: morning be banged at the place ot common 
Execution , notwithſtanding all the power and tears of her Father, and Kinsfolks to the 


Contrary. 

So he is returned to her Priſon , where her Father ( not being permitted to ſee her that 
nigh) ſends her,two Nuns, and ewo Friers, to prepare and direQ hcr ſoul for Heaven, whom 
in alittle time, through Gods great mercy, and their own plous perſwaſione, they found to 
be wonderfull humble, repentant and ſorrowfull. She privatly ſends word to h-r Coachman 
Sebaſtiano, that ſhe is thankfull to him for his reſpeQ and fidelity co her on the Rack, and wills 
him to be aſſured and confident , that ſhe _— todye to morrow, her ſpeech at her death, 
ſhall no way prejudice , but firongly confirm the fatety and preſervation of his life. Thus 
grieving fac more at the foulneſs of her crime, than at the infamy and ſeverity of her puniſh- 
ment, ſhe ſpends moſt part of the night, and the firſt part of the morning in Godly prayers 
and religious Meditations , and ejaculations, when , although her forrowſuil old Father 
Seignior Placeds , by his noble Kinſman the Prince of Salerwo, made offer to the Viceroy, the 
Dake of Ofſuna, the free gift of all his Lands to ſave this his Daughters life, yet the ſirong ſo- 
licitation of the firſt, and the great proffer of che laſt proved vain, and fruitleſs, for they tcund 
it wholly impoſſible to obeain ir. | | | 

So about ten ofthe clock in the morning, our ſorrowfull Yrfine , is ( between two Nuns) 
brought to her Execution place ; clad in a black wrought Velvet Gown, a green Sattia Pec- 
ticoat, a great laced Ruff, her head drefled up with Tuffsand Roſes at Ribben , with 
ſome artificiall Flowers , all covered over with a white Ciffres Vail, and a pair of plain white 
Gloves on her hands : when aſcending the Ladder, ſhe, to the great confluence of people who 
came thither to ſee her take her laſt farwell of this life, and this world, ( with a mournfull 
countenance, #nd low voice ) delivered them this forrowfull and religious ſpeech. 

Good peoplc, I want words to expreſs the grief of my heart, and the anxicty and ſorrow 
of my foul, for imbruing my hands in the innocent blood and death of the Baron of $:n9ifi- 
ad hboagh not to diflemble, but to confeſs the pure truth, he betrayed his promiſe to me of 
Marcos, and me of my honour and chafticy without it, whereof 1 beſeech Almighty God, 
that all men (of what degree or quality ſeever )may hereafter be warned by his eximple,and 
all Ladies and Genelewomen detcrred and terrified by mine. Ido likewiſe here conteſs co 
Heaven and Earch , to God and his Angels, and to you all who are here preſent , thac | alone 
was both the Author and ARor of this foul Murther, and that my Coachman Sebajtianc,is no 
way conſenting or accefſary with me herein ; and that albcic Ionce promiſed and proffered 
him a hundred double Piſtols of Spaniſh Gold to perform it , yet he honefily and religiouſly 
refuſed both me and it, and firongly andpathetically diſwaded me from it. whoſe good and 
wholfom Counſcl, | now wiſh toGod (from the depth and centcr of my ſo!1],) I had then fol« 
lowed , for then 1 had lived as happy , az now I dye miſerable. And becauſe it is now no 
time, butbootleſs for me either to palliate the truth, or to flatter with God, or man, 
the worſt of his crime , I being bis Miſtreſs , which (C after with my own hands I had 
commited that «gt fat) was to bring me home from the fields to my Fathers 
hoafe, and for afliſting mee to caſt the Friers Frock , the falſe Beard and Hair, the 
Alms box , Breviary, and ewo Piftols, into the next deep Pit,or precepice thereunto adjoyn- 
ing , where (ax iyet_) they ill lye; for this my haynous offence, (the very remembrance 
whereof is now grievous and odious unto mee) 1 azk pardon firſt of God, then of my own 
dear Father, and next of the Lady Bertreznz, and if the words and prayers of a poor dying 
Genlewoman have any power with the living , then I beſeech you all in generall, and every 
one of you in particular, to pray unto God, that he will now forgive my fins in his favour, 
and hercafter ſave ws as + ia his mercy, the which as ſoon as ſhe had ſaid , and uttered ſome 
few ſhort prayers to her ſelf ,fhe Cafren making the fign ofthe Croſs) takes leave of all the 
World , when pulling down her Vail, in comly ſort, over her eyes and face, and ereQing her 
hands towards Heaven, ſhewas turned over. Now, as ſome of her ſpe&ators rejoyced at the 
death of ſo cruell and bloody a female Monſter , fo the greateſt part of them , in favour of her 
birth , youth and beauty, did with a world of tears , exceedingly lament and pitty ber, but 
all of them do highly dereft and execrate che baſe ingratitude, infidelity and treachery of this 
ignoble Baron of Sanctifiore towards her, which no doube was the prime cauſe, and chiefeſt 
motive which drew her to theſe deplorable and bloody reſolutions. bf 

As for her honeft Coachman Seboſtiano , although his own torments on the Rack, and 


now this ſolemn Confeſſion of his Lady Vrfina at her death had ſufficiently proclaimed 
and 
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and vindicatcd his innocency in this nwurther ot Sanctifivre 3 yer ſuch was his Widdow Bertrens 
es living aff &ion to hcr dead Husbandzand her deadly malice to living Sebaftians, for think- 
ing him to bz guilty, and acccfliry hereunto with his Lady VrGne , that her power and ma= 
lice ſo tar prevailed with the integrity of the Judges, for the further difſquiſition of this truth, 
as they now again ſ:neence him ra the duuble corments of the rack, the which he again likes 
wiſc endueth with a moſt unparalleld paticnce and conſtancy , without confeſling 
the which bis Jadges wondring-co ſee, and admiring to underftand, and having no i la 
pro ofs; or reailL aud valable evidences againft bim, chey now fully abfolve and acquic hin 
rhis his ſuſpc& ods when being moved in Charity, Juſtice, and conſcience to 
ſome. reward, aCtion, for chus infecbling his eh ant ngger 
theſc his {hirp and bitter corments they therefore adjudge the P W 
give him ebree<handeed Dackatons, whereof ſhe cannot pollibly exempt or 
And thus Led dycd our unkind Baron Sexctifiore, and our crucil hearted young 
V rfine,and in thid manner did che ſacred juſtice of God requite the one, and condignly 
and puniſh che other. Now by reading this their Hiſtory, may GodC(of his beft 
cy):cach us all, from our hears to hate this Barons levity , and. from our ſouls to 
d:celt this Ladyes-cruclty and impicty. Amen wnY 
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Gods revenge againſt the Crying and Ex? - 
ecrable Sinne of Murther. 


a 


'HISTORY XXX 


De Mora treacheronſly kieth Palura in « duet vfith two Piftols. His. Lady Belinda with the aid 
of ber Gentleman uſher Ferallo, poyſoneth ber Hus Motapend «fterward ſhee marrieth, 
ani then murthereth ber ſaid HuchandFerallo an bis bed , foe is burnt #tfve for this ber lefl 
murther, and ber aſhes thrown into the air for the firſt, 


= the depravation of this age, it is no-wonder, that many finfull ſouls are fo tranſ- 
ported by Sethax and their own RR maonns , 00 inns their guilty hands in the 
Innocent blood of their Chriſtian brethren z Rees licity co moſt 
Countrics and Ki of Europ, if they werenot ſometimes with the of 
this bloody and crying fin , which with a preſumptuous hand ſeems to frike at the of 
God himſelf, in k man his creaturc,but becauſe wiſhes availc lictle, and for that examples 


are more prevalent, and prove the beſt precepts to the living; thereforel here 
produce a lamentable one of ſo inhumanc a condition, that by the knowledge and confiderati- 
on thereof z we may know how to deteſt the like, andto avoid thetemprations in one 


ſclves. 


Is 
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In the famous Kingdom of Portugal! , afd within a very little t of Stremos, one ofthe 
ſweeteſt and faireſt _—_ thereof, . wel (within thefe few A NE a Noble Gentleman 
of ſome fifty ix years 01d, named DorfAlonſo De Mora, Ifſucd and deſcended from ong of the , 
beſt and famqys houſes of that Kingdom, as being Nephew to that great and wiſe Dox Chriſto- 
pher de More, of whom the Hiftorics of Spain and Portugal! make fo often, and fo honourable 
mention : andalth he were by his Anceſtors end Parents, left very rich in Lands and poſ- 
ſefſions, yet his amibirion and generofity carritd him to Erve his King, # jþ third of Spain, 
in his wars of Africe and Flanders, wherein he ſpent the greareft part of his time, and of him- 
ſelf, won many renowned Laurcls, and Marſhall Troghies oF honour, and as an excellent Ca. 
valier lefe bchind him many appfoved marks and onles of his ttue valour and magna- 
nimity. Bu (as all men are naturally conftant in finconſtancy, and ſubjeRt and co-incidenc eo 
mutations, and that the world mill dclights to pleaſt us with changes, and to feed our fancies 


itne ofhawking and and the free and uninterrupted 

acceſſ: which we have to arts in or ſtady, and ro God tn re loicus ptayers and medications, 
aly Paradiſe, ot a Heavenupon Earth. For the camp 
kinds of inſoleacits, d impietics, the City(dc> 

ſpice of Magifſtrare)with all forts of Vice, Deceit, Covetouſn 


hit andres, rof 3 and Canons, diftratt his dayes plea nigha 
ſireet flcepeand ſlumbers it _ He is not addifted to wothen, 55 much as 
ove, and (ina diſdainfull conterpe thereof)tearms Venxs Whore, 


thinks himſelf ha , but when eicher he is out of womnets 0 pany or they noc in his. He 
is (© far from aff: any marr as he pittleth It in others, and for ever abjures and de- 
eeffs ic in himfelf; ke en life ro Roſes and Lillycs, and wedlock to bryars and thy- 
ſtlex, and thereforc in the higheſt and ſublimeſt degree , ſcorus to have any wite or Miſtcis in 
— ERAS p | OY Fs | |; 

at ic iz not for tnen to ti 
of tithes as the ſeryant of Garda h Wtoght) out att 
 i6k to earthy and to Gods appvinttnent , rather than to our parpoles g or (p1preſ = 
think the contrary, $4 x po, enacy Wy rordhy "a man 2 OP ectuggets i 

jeft to aid oar ta F 
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proc | 
lign and difdain martiage, in tegard he is the Fruit ot oli of marriage; for thus to vio» 
y to oppolc naturegand prophanly 
» but he ſhall not continue loog in che 
clouds of this ctror. 


In 4 ctear and ſiyeet morning ( as foon as Aurora lept fromthe vom erp of Thetis and 
ole] —_—_ 7rd gullttheroproſchk who in his fiery Chariot, wich 
De 


bo Hin beams began to IAlute arid | the tops of the Woods and Mountains) 

More attended a doen of his dine Leven, goes into the ficlds to Hawk and 
hunt , where having killed one Hare,and (et up another, all his ſervants lefe him and wich 
the hounds ue the hart, who ripping throught launcs and thickets , the hils and val- 
leyes, at Haft leads chem ſuch a dance, that in Jeff than an hour, his Servants and his Dogs were 
a licle league ont of his fight , whereat being exceedingly offended and angry , and far the 
more, for that he was left all alofie, he SEG Bop wo gall ce delice omay evo 


neffe of the tine, Cate Himſelf down upon the (ide of a fair bill, at the foot of a pleaſant grove 
of 
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of Beech, and Cheſnut Trees , whoſe curled rops ſh:lered him from the ſcorching rayes of 
the Sun,. and there takes delight to behold how many frequent windings , and turning mean- 
ders, the Neighbouring Chryftall River made. in that pleaſant valley , as alſo to. ſee how 
ſweetly the Troops of Spow-white feathered Swans , proudly ruffled their plumes, and diſpor- 
ted themſelves therein, in their Mijeſticall and ſtately bravery, and bow many malicious Fow- 
ers, both in boats and on the banks of that (weer River, were curiouſly watching with'their 
fiery pieces to murther theſe innocent watry gueſts who frequented there, apd alſo how the pa» 
tient Anglers (with their treacherous hooks and baics |) betrayed many harwleſle fiſhes,to their 
undeſerved deaths. When De Mora,(impaticnt of his ſolicarinefſc) liſtening wirh his ear, if 
he might cirher hear the loud cry and voyces - of his hounds, or clſc the ſhrill rebounding 
ecchocs of his ſcryants buncing horns : he looking up toward the skic, beheld a Heron , ſoftly 
loaring , and proudly hovering over his head, as if ſhe came purpoſely to bid defiance to De 
Mora, and his Goſhauk which he held on his filt , and conſequently to dare and challenge it to 
an airy combat z whereat De Moy being cxceeding glad , and diſdaining that his Hawk and 
himſelf ſhould be thus outbraved by fo ill ſhap:d and unmannerly a Sca fowl ; he ſpeedily 
riſeth up, and (betwixc choler and pleaſure) ets flye his Hawk at her : but the Heron fire- 
cheth her pinnions,and packs on her feathercd fails fo nimbly and proudly , that ſometimes 
ſoaring aloft in the aire, ſometimes deſcending, and fill looking back with ſcorn on the 
Goſhawk, as if ſhe parpoſcly took delight and ſport , to ſee what infinice toyl and pain , this 
malicious and ravenous Hawk took to ſurpriſe and devour her, fo the ſwifter the Heron flew 
from the Hawk , the ſwifter the Hawk redoubled her flight, and tugged away after her , when 
it being unpoſlible for De More to reclaim his Hawkzycither with his-Hole's or lure, at laſt both 
Hawk and H:ron fl:w quite out of his fight, and which is worſe, he was ſo unfortunate, as ne- 
ver aftzrhe could ſee either of them again. = | 
De Mora being firſt hizhly diſpleaſcd and off:nded for the abſ.n:e of his ſervants & hounds, 

he is now doubly 'etiraged with grief and choler for the Iofſ: of his Golhawk, and therefore 
eurſech the Heron for thus ſeducing and betraying her away from him ; when wearying him- 
ſeIfto run from hjll to vale to have news of her , and in the end , ſecing both his labour and 
Hawk loſt, he betakes himſelf to the aforeſaid Grove, and (with much diſcontent and choler ) 
firſt caſting his Hat and Lure to the ground , he then likewiſe caſts himſelf thereon to repoſe 
him, fill attending and cxpeRting his hunters. 

.- He had norremained there above half an.hour, but cloſe by him paſſ:d an aged Countrey 
Gentleman, and indifferently well apparclled, with a very beautifull young Gentlewoman foi- 
lowing him, clad in a crimſon Taffeta Peticoat, and Waſle-coat trimmed with ſilver lace, with 
a farge cut-work'plain band, her flaxen bair adorned with many knots of white and crimſon 
Rib»on, covered with a black Ciff-rs vail, having roling amorous cye, (the true index of de- 
fireand loft) her Snow white paineing breaſts open., buconly a little hidden and overyailed 
with curious Tiffney, whoſe white purity , her pure no (enterveincd with azure.) iofi- 
nitcly out-braved and excelled. , She bad her. waiting maid attending on her, and he a ſerving 
man b-aring his Cloak and Rapler after him, who that morning were ſome three leagues from 
his own houw'e'to take the freth aire in that pleaſapt and delicious Grove, without the hedge 
whereof he had'lefe his Coach , this Country Gentleman ay, paſſing by De Morea, and well 
and perfeAly knowing bim, he according to his duty, and the am merits, reſpe&tiu!ly ſalu- 
ted him by his name , and the young Genelewoman who followed him , likewiſe gave him a 
Iw and graccfull courtefic, De Morg ſurpriſed with the ſuddenneſle o f their arrivall,and the 
ſweetneſf: of theſe their ſalutationeg,riſcth up, and having firſt faluted him, and kiſſed her, he 
prayes his name , who tels him that he is a Gentleman that dwele ſome three leagues off, tear- 
Ed Emanuel de Curſoro: De More demands of him if this young Gentlewoman be his Kinſ- 
woman or his Danghter , who tcls bim ſh: is his paghier 3 when De Morg again cnquires of 
him, ifſhe be married or no,and what name and age ſhe is off, Curſoro replies that ſhe is unmari- 
ed, of ſome ewenty years of age , and ker name Bellinda; De Mora zgain tels hin, that he is very 
happy in having fo ſweet and fair a young Gehilewoman to bs Doogie, wherecat the Fa- 
ther {mil th for joy , and rm bluſheth for baſhfulncfſe and modeſty. De Mora again 
queſtioneth Curſoro, if any e brought him thither that morning, whotecls him he had 


no buſineſſe, but only came thither with bi; Daughter to take the air , and that he had left his 
Coach without the hedge, fo they walk = tmp ſome turnes in this pleaſant Grove, and from 
gadding and gazing his inamourcd eyes, on 

das ſweet and delicate beauty z when De More acquaints Curſors 
is mens 
no news 
of 


thence De Afora could not poſſibly refrain 
the Roſes and Lillies of B Hi 

wich his misfortunes, how that merning he came forth a hunting , that he had loſt h 
his hounds, and his Hawk, and that this three hcurs he was there left alone, and had 
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ot, chem , the y rogether make many walks, curnes and returnes. When De Mora, led by 
the luſtre of B-llindas lovely attraftive, and rolling eye, he ever and anon proffereth to lead 
and condu her by the arm, the which Curforo modeſtly, and reſpeRtfully excaſeth, as hold- 
ing it too great an honour for De More to give, and his daughter to receive : here (ar/cr9 
p_—_ De Mora to lend him his coach to carry him home to his houſe, but De Mora free- 
y and chankfully refuleth ir, and in counterexchange of this courtefie , proffereth Curſoro 
and his daughter to accompany and condu& them to their coach, the which undeſervcd . 
kindneſs, Curſoro modeſtly retuſerh of him, Thus (in point of honour and courteſie) the y 
along time ſtand ftriving and complementing, ill at laſt De Mora hearing the &ry of his 
hounds, his importunity vanquiſheth Curſoro*'s modeſty, and ſo, will or nill, he condudts 
him to his coach , and likewiſe Icads his daughter Be/lindz by the arm and hand, and by 
the way doth art leaſt uſurp, and teal many amorous kiſſes from the cherries of her fweec 
lips, and damask Roſes ot her pure and delicate cheeks , whereat ſhe is more admired then 
pleaſed. As they are thus going towards Curſoro's coach, De Mura's hounds and fervants 
arive all ſweating and blowing, who (in redemption and requital! of their long ſtay) do 
reſent theic Lord and Maſter with a brace of hares, anda wilde white fawn which they had 
Find, whereof he beingexceeding glad, he very joyfully beſtows the hares on Curſorc, and 
the white fawn on his fair daughter Be//inda, who from thenceforth, he ſwears fall be his 
miſtreſs, and his love; Curſors is roo modeſt, and his daughrer too baſhfull to accept hereof, 
ſo they a long time refule theſe his preſents, with many dilatory and complemearall 
exculecs. 


Bur at laſt De Mora findes out a means and medium to reconcile this difference,according to 
his own will and defire; for he perewptorily ſwears to Curſors, and his daughter Bellinda, 
that they ſhall receive theſe poor prelents from him, and that in requital hereof, he will rv 
morrow come Gver to his houſe, and eat his part of them to dinner with them ; upon which 
condition and termes, Cur/oro thankfully receives the harts , aud likewiſe canſeth his daugh- 
ter Bellinda to do the fame by the fawn, the which (with a very low and obſeryant courtelie) 
ſhe doth : ſo he conduRs them on to their coach, and by the way wrings her by the lilly white 
hand, plaies with che looſe trefſes of her ſweer hair, her bluſhing cheeke,dimpled chin, downy 
paps, and Alabaſter neck, when taking leave of Curſoro, and a ſolemn conge of his d:ugh- 
rer Bellinda, which he again ſeals and confirmes with many new kiſſcs, they 
me wary and away, and De Mora with his ſeryants and hounds returnes home to his 
houſlc. | 


Thin in alittle time we fee an extraordinary alteration, yea a wonderful change and mera- 
morpholis in De Aforz , but whether more ſtrange or ſudden I know nor, for in the morning 
he went forth a free-man, an1 now before night, comes home a {lave, and a captive, Hereto- 
forc he ſpurned at love, and diſdained beauty, and now the very ficlt ſight of our fair Bellin- 
da fers fire to his blood,and flames to his heart: ſo that his 61d blood is piſhionately and amo- 
rouſiy inflamed with this new beauty, formerly he (in derifion) termed Cupid a lictle boy, 
now he hoids him to bs a great God; then he called Venus a Whore, but now he recants 
chat Athei'ms, and repents himſelf of thatblaſphemy, vomited forth againſt her diety ; and 
termes her a celeſtial and ſacred Goddeſs ; yea now in his heart and racke » he eres al- 
tarsto the firſt, and conſecrates all his vows to the ſecond, The ſmal and ftraic waſte of his 
honoured Bellind#, together with her ſparkling cycs, and ſweer cheeks and bluſhes, do 
amaze his mind, at wonders in his heart, and cafls his thoughts into a confaſion of many 
amorous raptures and extafies, yea the con{ideration of her ſwect youth , and the remem- 
brance of her freſh and delicate beauty, do (in his conceit) ſeem to make his age young; and 
to give the Iye to thoſe infinite number of white hairs, which time had ſnowed on his head, 
and ſhowred on his beard. He a thouſand timcs repents himſelf of his former error and 
crime in living fo long fingle, and is now affured and confident, that there is no earthly 

leaſu-e, or heavenly dclight , comparable to the heart-raviſhing kiſſes and embraces of his 

+ ſivcet Bellinds : he is ready tolay down all his lands, and life at the feet of her commands 
and ſervice, and efteems both ot them too poor, for the purchaling of ſo ineſtimable a jewel ; 
whom (in his d:terminations and reſolutions) he hath already adopted the Queen of his 
heart, and confirmed and crowned the Soveraign Empreſs of his ſou], and the 1tacred God- 
des of his defires and aft«Qions. He thinks not of che great diſparity and Antithefis be- 
twixt his declining age, and her fragrant and flouriſhing youth 3 nor what an S_—_ dif- 
Sf erence, 
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ferences and diſproportion there is betwixc his fifry and fix, and her ewenty years. He will 


not conſider what a poor Sympathy and palpable Antipathy there is berwcen ſuch a Za#xary 
and ſuch a May, but diſdains to enter inco conſideration with himſelf, that he is every way 


| fitter for his grave, than for her bed, and for death, than marriage; yea heflatters himſelf 


ſo far in his affection to her, as he hopes he ſhall be the joyfull Father of many pretty Chil- 
dren by hcr , fo that he is fo dceply enamoured with the ſweet youth of otir 
Bellinda , and his heart ſo faſt chained and entanglicd in the trefſes of her hair, and the 
lures of her alluring beauty, that he upon his firſt ſight of her, inceſſantly thinks of her 
by day, dreams of her by night, and ncither thinks nor dreams of any chink but of h:r, and 
of his love to her : ſo now he advanceth and raiſeth the ſtandards of Venus and Cupid, as bigh 
as ever he formerly dejefted ghem, and delights in nothing more , yea I may truly ſay, in no* 
thing ciſe, bur in faſting his cycs, and ſurfciting his hearc upon the heavenly 1dea of her An- 
elical face and feature, he thinks ſo much of love, as if he were now wholly compoſed of 
ove, and therefore purpoſely made to love Bellinda 4 and none but her. His hawkes and 
hounds arc now as far out of his mind, as hc is out of himſelf, and no other delight or rectea- 
tion whatſocver can take up any place in his heart or thoughts , becauſe love hath already 
tancupall. He revokes tro mind how Macareus was transformed into a Bird , for ſpeaking 
againſt Venus, and that it is not his caſe alone to be ſo deeply plunged and cormented in 
love. but that the greateſt Captains, Philoſophers, and Kings of the world, (and as Pocts 
afficm, the Gods themſelves have becn ſubjeted, and vanquiſhed with this paſſion , 
and fo conſtrained them to make it their chicfeſt delight and glory to adorn the tem+ 
ples and alcars of Cupid, with the oblations of their fighes, and the facrificey of their 


ccare. 
Thus our De Adora being (at the firſt wholly enflamed with love towards his fair and 


* beautifull incended Miſtriſs Bellindz, he to ſeem farre younger than he is, he is ſo vain in his 


aff:&ion, as (contrary to his cuftom ) he ſhaves his beard, delighrs himſelf in an aſh colour 
ſatin fait and cloak, with a white Beaver hat, and a harband of Diamonds, a rich plain cut- 
work band, and a pair of greey ſilk ſtockings, with garters and roſes laced with filver, ſurable 
thercunto , and foto gun his promiſe to Carſoro, takes coach the next morning, and rides 
over to him, but not ſo much as taſte of his good cheer, as to fcaft his enamoured eyes on 
th: delicious rarities and daintics of his daughter Bellinde*s beauty, where he finds his cnter- 
tainment and good cheer, at leaſt to equalize, if not to exceed his birth, rank, and expcRtati - 
on but this is not the end, and object of his viſit, nor the ſum and period of his defires 5 
dinner being ended, he acquaints Curſors with his affc&ion to his daughter Bellinda, and his 
ſait to ſeck and obtain her fn his wife. Curſoro wonders that ſo great a Lord ſhould deſcend 
ſo low from himſelf to ſeck ſo mean a young Gentlewomrn as his daughter in marriage. But 
finding De Ara to be in earneft, and not in jeft, and underftanding that his age was deeply 
and paſſionately cnamourcd of her youth and beanty, he therefore thanks him for that unde« 
ſcrved honour of his, promiſeth him his beſt afliftance cowards his daughter, and gives him 
20 deſpair, .butall hope and affurance, that he ſhall ſhortly obtain and enjoy her for his wiſe. 
De Mora having thus won the aff:Qion and conſent of the Father, he now fecks that of the 
daughter , he takes her apart in his parlour, where, of an old man, he playcs rhe young ora*+ 
tour and lover, and in ſweet tearms, and ſugered phraſes and ſpeeches fecks to gain her for 
his wife, bt Bends more confidering De Moro his age, than the greatneflc of his Nobility 
orcſtate, ſhe bites the lip, and hangs the head at this his motion, yea, and ſcems to be as averſe, 
as. he was forward in this his reſcarch, and purſuic. Her father layes his commands on her $0 
embrace this match and no other, he conjures her now to confirm, and not to caft any hr 
good fortuncs in marrying this Nobleman, and vows that he will for ever renoun 

for his daughter, it ſh: dif him herein, ſo he condufts her into the arbour of his 
gar den, and there freely and courtcouſly again gives D: More the opportunity an 

nefic to ſpeak with her, and the defired happineſs to kiſs her , but Bellinda is as/ much 
p:rplex:d in mind, as they arc obftinate in theie motion towards her , when 

ting her countenance, rather to ſorrow than joy, and to mourning than mirth) ſhe 
makes a modeſt excuſe to her father, gives no abſolute or peremptory deniall to De 
More , but fairely and diſcreetly craves of both of them a moneths time of. reſpite to 
reſolve on. this great buſineſs, which ſhe faith » ſo much imports her happincſs or her 
miſery, her content or her affliftien, which anſwer and requeſt of her, bor her father 


and De M-ra finding ſo full of diſcretion and reaſon, they ſeverally yu: F and Joynt- 
car and tender af- 
fcQion 


ly conſent to give her, but in all this interim, ſuch was De Mora's 
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f:&tion to Belinda, that he vifies her many times in perſon, and very often with his rich gifcs 
and preſents, as holding ir no irregular way, but a pertinent and prevalent courſe, firſt to 
make a breachin a young Ladics mind and affcQion, and then to enter and take poſſ:flion, 
both of her body and of her ſelf. 

But before | proceed further in the narration and progreſs of this hiſtory, I muſt hete unlock 
and reveal a ſecret myſtcrie ro the Reader of no ſmall conſequence and importance z for he 
muſt underſtand, that our Belinda is not fo chaſte as fair, nor fo honeſt as her education, 
youth and beauty preſuppoſe and promiſe her to be, for her mother being dead, and her fa- 
ther giving her coo much liberty, and too little vertuous counſell and exhorration , ſhe for 
two whole years hath becn in love with apoor , yet with a very proper and reſolute young 
Gentleman, of ſome twenty five years of age, being 'a neighboar of her fathers, named Don 
Fernendo Palurs, who being dceply enamoured of her, had lain fo cloſe, fo conſtant and fo 
{trong a licge to her chaſtity, as (not to conceal the truth) firſt unknown to her father, then to 
De Mora, and nextto all the world, he had unparadifed her of her maiden-head, and under 
colour and hope of marriage, had very often tane his luſtful uſe and pleaſure of her body 3 
bur his means being very ſmall, and her belly notgrowing great , ſh: was noe yer fully reſol 
ved, bat theretor: (till delayed co miery him true it is, that her father Curſoro was formers 
ly acquainted wich Palure”s aff.Qtion and defire to marry his daughter, but as heretofore his 

oveity made him rcje& him for his ſon in law, ſo now the conſideration of De More's great 
Wealth and nobility, makes him fully to diſdain hitza, and commands his daughterlikewiſe to 
do the ſame. But th: not conſidering the premiſes, and loving Palura's youth, as much as 
lhe bated De Mora”s ag:, ſhs was neverthelcfle ſo inconſtant by nature, and fo proud and am- 
bigious by ſex, as ſh: could find in her heart and reſolution, ruther to be a rich Lady, than a 
poor Gentlewoman, and ſo to Icave Palare to eſpouſe, and marry De More : but firſt her 
crime and her conſcience makes her ſend for Palura, and ſeriouſly to confider and debate 
hcreon with hin, which they do, ſo Palure perceiving by Bellindas looks, and obſerving by 
her ſpeeches that De Mora's wealth was far more powerful with her, chan his poverty ; and 
that (he notwichſtanding ſtill aimcd to keep him for her husband, and himſelf & her fricnd, 
he ac laſt tels her, that he will conſent and content himſelf that ſhe ſhall marry Don Alonſo de 
Mora, conditionally that ſhe will firſt faithfully promiſe him, to grant and p:rtorm him three 
rcq uelts , and article*, $0 ſhc bids him propoſe them to her, the which he doth to this ef- 
fe. Firſt, that be (hall ill have the uſc and pleaſure of her body, as heretofore, and as often 
as he plcaſcih: Sccondly, that from time to time ſhz (ſhall beftow ſome competency 
of De Mra's wealth on him, to ſupport his weak cſtate and poverty; and thirdly, 
thar if De Mora dyc before him, that wichln three moneths after his death, ſh: ſhall chen 
marry him- 

Which three unjuſt dewands, and ungodlyronditions of Palura's, his Cycet-heart Bellin- 
da (berwixc fighs and ſmiles) immediately grants him, yea, ſh: ſeals them with many oaths, 
and corfirms with a world ot kiſſes, and to addethe more picty (I may truly ſay, the more pro- 
phanne(s) to this their contraRt and attornment, fall co the ground on their knees, and 
invoking God and his Angels for witneſſes hereof, they with theic hands and kifſ-s, again ra- 
tific and confirm ir : but poor ſinfall ſouls , how doth Satan abuſe you and your intemperate 
and [aſcivious luſts betray you? for God will not be mocked, and his holy Angels 
cannot be dclud:d by theſe your blaſphemics and impieties, for you ſhall in the cnd 
ſce wich gricf, and fecle with repentance, that this viſcious league, ' and ob- 
ſcaeac contratt of yours, will produce you nothing but ſham:,miſcry,and confulion of all fida. 

By his time is Bellinda's moncth expired, which ſhe gave her Farther and De More for her 
reſolution of marriage ; and now do they both of them repair to her, co underſtand and re- 
ccive it, when her ore and ambition, having far more prepared and diſpoſed her _—_— 
than her aff ion, ſhe ( as if (he were a pure Virgin, yea, a Diane for chaftity) making a low 
reverenceta h:r Father, and a great reſpeAful courtclic to De Mora, delivers her reſolution to 
thear in theſe termcs : that in humble obedience to her Father, and true affeHion and zeal to 
Don Alonſo de Mora,God hath now fo diſpoſed her heart and mind, that ſh: is refolved to wait 
on his commands, and to bz his hand maid and wife, whenſocver he (hall pleaſe to make him- 
ſclfher Lord and hubband. This anſwer of Bellinds is ſo pleaſing to her Father, and fo ſweer 
and delicious to De Mora, that in acceptation ofher love, and rcquicall of her conſent, he gi 
her many kiſſ:s, and then elaps a great chain of pearl, .cnterlaced with ſparks of Dt- 
amonds, about her neck, and an exceeding rich Diamond ring on her finger, and (6 
moſt ſolemaly contrafts himſelf ro her, and within cight dayes after, in great pompe, 
fate and bravery marries her > whercat ; kinsfolks and fricnds, and all che —_— 
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and Gentry of theſe parts do very much admire and wond. , ome condemning his folly, 
in marrying ſo poor and young a Gentlewoman, others prailing and appJauding her good 
fortune, in matching with ſo great and rich a Noble»man. 

Here we ſee the mariage of De Mora and Bellinda, but we ſhall not go far before we ſee what 
ſharp agd bitter ſweet fruits it producethz for here truth gives a law to my will, and fo com. 
mands me to relate and difcover, that he is too old for her youth, and fhe roo young for his 
age, yea here I muſt crave excuſe of modeſty to-aftirm, that ſhe is ſoimmodeRt, asſhe finds him 
not to bz ſo bold, and brave a Cavalier as ſhe expeRcd, in regard his beſt performance to her, 
conliſts only in delire. Thus being in bed together, whiles he earns to his reft, fo doth ſhe to 
her repentance, bat ſhe knows how torepair and remedy this her misfortunc, for whiles her 
husband De Mor# only kiſſeth her, ſhe in her keart and mind, kifſcth and embraceth her young 
and ſweet Palura, who many times comes over in ſhew to viſit her husband, but inci co fee 
her, and as formerly, ſonow he laſtiviouſly diſports and wantonizeth with her, and (in a 
word) very often performs and aQs that part of love to her, which her old husband cannot. 
Now within lefs- than two moneths of their marriage, De Mora ſecing that he is not capable to 
deſcrve,. much lefs to requite the dainties of his wives youth and beauty, and obſerving allo, 
that by degrees ſhe begins to diſreſpe& and fleighe him, and yer ſhe is very pleating, and plea - 
ſant to all Gentlemen who abrood and frequent his houſe, as firſt he doted on her, now he 
grows jealous of her, and ſo far forgets his diſcretion and himfelf,that he curſeth all choſe who 
(inright of the laws of hoſpitality, civility and honour) comes to kiſs her, but more cſpecial- 
ly Palurs, who he ſees is ſo often at his houſe, and fo frequently converfing with his young La- 
dy, as atlaſt his ſuſpition makes him jealous, and his jcaloufic confident, that, with too much 
liberty and diſhoneſty, he uſurps upon his free-hold, and dilkonourcth him in diſhonouring 
his bcd, and defiling his wife, the which to diſcover,he begins to reftrain her of her liberty, fo 
that ſh: ſecs, and grieves to ſec her ſelf to be in a manner as much her husbands priſoner, as his 
wife, yea he ſets many cyes over her , as (o many ſentincls to watch her and her a&tions, and 
for himfelf, his jcaloufic gives him more cycs, than ever Argys had, to cſpy out what familia- 
rity paſt bceween her and her ſweet-heart Palura. Bellinda takes this diſcourteſie and hard 
meaſure of her husband in very ill part at his hands, yea ſhe bites the lip thercat, and though 
outwardly ſhe ſecm to grieve and forrow, yet inwardly fhe vows to requite and revenge it 3 he 
is ſo jcalouy of her, and fo fearful that ſhe playcs falſe play with him, that as ſoon as ever Palurs 
comes to his houſc, he carrics his cyc and earcycry where, to ſce if he can «ſpy and hcarken 
out, his, and his wivcs love-tricks together, yea he is ſo curions in this queſt, and fo vigilant 
and turbulent in this his reſearch and diſputation, as if he dclighted to know that, whereof ic 
were his happineſsto be ignorant, or as it he had an irching defire to make his glory prove his 
ſhame, and his content his afliftion and miſery. But as milde and ſweet perſwaſion is ever- 
more capable and powerful to prevail with women than conftraint, ſo our fair Bellinds is ſo 
diftaſt:d with the Lunacy, and with the phrenzy and madneſs of this her husbands jealouſic, 
that ſh: no ſooner ſees her Palurg arive in her fight and prefencc, but (deſpight of his ſuſpicion 
and fear) ſh: is ſo obſcene in her luſt, and ſo laſcivious in her affc&ion towards him, that ſke 
takes pleaſure to ſeck pleaſure, and extremely delighteth to ſeck and find delight with him , 
whic h (a:cording to her former lewd promiſe, and ungodly contraft) ſhe often doth. Now 
this fooliſh young couple (being the obliged ſcholars of Cupid, and the devortcd vortarics of 
Venns) think to be as wiſc as they are laſcivious in theſe their amorous pleaſures, for knowing 

that diſcretion makes Tovers happy, and tha ſecrecy is the truc touchſtone, yea the very lite 
' and foul of love, they therefore citcem and keep the ſecrets thereof as if they were ſacred, and 
that no mortal eyes bur their own can ſce or knowit ; Bat yet notwithſtanding all this, De 
Moras jealous fears in the deteQion, are fill as great as their care in the prevention thereof, 
for the very nex: night after Paluras departed from his houſe, he purpoſely abſenteth and ex- 
cludeth his wife from his bed, and the next morning calling her into the Garden after him, 
and ca the door to be ſhut, he then and there, (with lightning in his looks and thunder 
in his ſpeeches) chargeth her of adultery wich Palvre. But this young ftrumpet his wife Be!- 
linds, at the very firft hearing of this ſad and ancxpefced news, diflembles fo artificially with 
ber husband, aud ſo prophanely with God, as ſceming to diflolve and melc into tcars, ſhe pur- 
gcth her ſelf hereof, with many ſtrong vows, and cleareth Palure with many deep affeverati- 
ons. But this fanatick Tyrant, and frantick Monſter jealoufic, (which for the moſt part, we 
can ſeldom or never kill, before ic kill us) had wrougheſuch ftrange impreſſions in the brains, 
and ingraven ſuch extravagant chimcra'sin the heart and belict of old De Mora, that (not- 
withſtanding his wives oaths and tears to the contrary) yet he ftill vows to himſclf, and her, 
that ſhe is guilty of adultery withP alurs,and therefore chargeth her that henceforth ſhe dare nor 
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ſee him, or receive him inco her houſe or company. Bellinde hereat (to give her husband 
ſome content in her own diſcontent) makes a great ſhew of ſorrow, and an cxireme appariti- 
on and exterior apparance of grief : ſh {ends for her father Curſoro, acquaints him with the 
unjuſt wrong and indignity which her Lord and Husband hath offcred her, and prayes him co 
interpoſc his Auchority and judgement with hint for their reconciliation z who ſeeing hin= 
ſelfſoliciecd and ſought x2 by his own blood,and by his da hypocr'fi :, believes her to be 
as innotent as her husband De Mora thinks her guilty of this foul crime of adultery with Palure, 
and ſo und-rrakes to (olicit and deal with his fon in law De More to that «fe, which he doth, 
but with no d-fircd ſacceſs, ſo that finding it to be a knotty and difficule bufineſe, / and upon 
the whole no lefs than a Herculean labour, becauſe of De Moras wilfull obftinacy, and pr- 
verſe creduliry : he therefore prayes for both of them, and thus leaves them and their diffe- 
rencetotime and to God: and upen theſe unfortunate terms doth old De More, his young 
wife Eel/inda, and their marriage now ftand. 
Inthe mean time Bellinds, (who ſuffers doubly both in her pleaſure and her reputation) is 
- Not yet ſodevoid of ſenſe, or cx:mpr of judgenient, bur ſhe will ſpeedily provide for the 
one, and ſecure the orber. To which effc& (ſcerming ſorrowfully obedicnt toher Husband J 
ſh: thinks it nor fi; chat her Palurg ſhould for a ſeaſon approach her houſe or her ſelf; where> 
fore by a confid:nc meſi-nger ſh: ſends him this Letter. ; 


BELLINDAGOPALURA 


-- _— 2s 


1 Husban1 hath difcovered our affeflions, and is confident that 1 love thee far better tha# 
IV J-inſelf, wherein as be is nothing deceived, ſo T conjure thee by the preſervation of thy fidelity 
aud bunour, 10 forbear my houſe and ſight for ſome two moneths, in which interim I will uſe my chie 
art, an1 the 11mot of my poſſible power to calm the ftorms and tempeſts that jealoufie bath raiſed in 
bim.So,be thou but as patient as I will be conſtant, and I hope & little time bal! end our languthing, 
and agam wrk,cur c ments and defires;)for though thou art abſent fro» , rot Tamil preſext with 
thee,and albeit my Husband D. Mora have my body, yet Palura,end it -6,.. Palura ho.) 1+, hearty 
as knoweth God, to wboſe beſt favour and mercy, I affetlionately am «c, | 


A 


Palura reccives this L-tter, and alchough he fetch many deep $ghs ac the re cl ..,, ._+_:c0# yet 
he giv:5 it many ſweet kiffes for her ſweet ſake whowrit and ſent it him . b:; &rows not whe- 
ther he hath more reaſon to condemn De Mora's jealoufis, orto commer 1 iis Lady Bellinds *, 
aff:Qion and conftancy himſelf, and becauſe he reſolyes to prefer her content and honour equat« 
ly with his own life, vherefore he will diſpenſe with his Juftful, and laſcivious ple=fures for a 
time, purpoſely to give her bzauty and merits their due forever, fo inrequiral of her affetio- 
nate L:ticr, he (by her own meffenger) ceturns her this kind and curtcous anſwer, 


PALURA to BELLINDA. R 


Am as ſorrowſull that thy bushand De Mora hath diſcovered onr affedions, as truly joyfal that 
| Fw loveſt me far better than himſelf, wherefore to prevent bis jealouſie and equally to preſerve my 
fidelity with thy honour, and thy honour with my life, know ſweet and dear Bellinda that thy requeſts 
are my Command:, and thy will ſhall eternally be my law, in which regard I will refrain thy rw all 
thy long prefixed time, and ſo forbear to ſee thee, but never to love thee, becauſe thy ſweet and divine 
beauty , is ſo deeply ingraven iu my thoughts and imprinted in my ſoul, that the farther Itranſport 
my body fron thee, the neerer my affettion brings my heart to thee. I will adde my chiefe#t wiſhes to thy 
beſt art, and my beſt prayers 10 thy chieſeſt power, that « little time may work our content and deſires: 
but becauſe thei e is no torment nor death to languiſhing, nor no languiſhing to that of love, therefore 
I ſhall think every moment a moneth, and every hour & year ll we again kiſs, and imbrace 1 
conceal this Letter of mine from all the wirld with as much care and hereſe, as I ſend it thee with 
fervent zeel, and tender » fſcftions 


PALURA. 


The perufal of this Litter and the aff:&ion of Palure demonſtrated in this his reſolution, 
makes Bellinda as glad, as the jcaloulie of her Lord and Husband De More ſorrowful & now ſee + 
ing his rage ſo rcaſonleſs,and his malice and obſtinacy fo implacable towards her, ſhe abandon - 
eth her ſighs 8& tcars,reſolves ro make trial of a contrary experiment, ſo under a female fac: af 
ſaming a maſculine courage 8 reſolution,ſhe flights him & his jealoufie,as much as he d>th = 
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and her levity, and bears hec (clt more highly and imperiouſly cowards him than ever {h: did 
h:rccofore,. but this animoſity of Belliad.:  epcuceth ,not thax good cff.&t which he cxpeRts 
from her. Huzband De Mora, for be attribucing this pride of hers to procced from ſome bad 
counſcll given her by minion Palura, it dottrthe mare inflame his jcaloulic, and cxaſperate and 
ſct fire to his indignation, both towards her and him. | 

Whilcs Belinde ftands upon theſe terms with her Husband De Mora, bis brains (as ſo wany 
wheels and ſphcars )are inc: ffantly rolling and whecling about the Ocd ot jealoutic, to find ous 
the marrow. and myftcrie of this laſcivious league between his Wife and Palura, in the agita- 
tion and conduftion whereof, he is as ſecret, as ſh: {imple and inconſiderate, his Policy js £9 
find out.any letter orlerters of Palare to her, and her Cloſer and Carker are the'only places ag 
he ſuppoſegh for her to hide and conceal them in. So on. a Monday morning, as his Lady 
Bellinds.iggone to the Pariſh Church to hear Maſs, he purpolely ſtay:sat home to cf this 
his ſecret intent and purpoſe, and then very privately enters her Chamber, and His j:alouſic 
makeshim-ſo indalirious of lock -ſmichs hooks, and inſtruments to open any lock. So he ftirit 
reſolves rory and open that of her Cloſce,. which when he was on the very poiar to do, catt- 
ing afide his.cyc,he ſees the Tawny DamazkGown which his Wife wore the day before, where- 
ſorc he flics to it to ſearch and rifle the pockets thereof for her keyes. Now Bell1y- 
das haft and devotion to the Church wasſo great, as both ſhe and her waicing Gemtleworgan, 
had forgotten the keyes ofher Cloſer and Cabinet, and left them in one of the pockets of her 
ſaid Gown, where her Husband De Mora finds them, whereat being exceeding joyful, he claps 
up his hooks and inftruments, and (with equall jealoufie and haſt) opens firſt her cloſer, then 
her cabiner, wherein leaving nothing untearched, hear laſt figds the very ſame Letter of Paly- 
re to his Wifc Bellinda, which we bayc formerly ſcen and underſtood, the which (as the rich- 
et relique of her heart and the moſt precious jewel of her content and affcQion, ſh: had ſecret - 
ly cnſhcined and treaſured up in a (mall crimſon ſatin pry embroydered with gold. Hz: reads 
ic over again and again, but for that which ſaid, I ſkall chink every moment a moneth, and 
every hour a year before we again kiſs and embrace; this line, I ſay, his cx:reme jealoulic 
makes him to reade over at leaſt as often as it hath ſyllables, for this Letter and this branc'1 of 
this L-tter confirmes his jealoufie, and now makes him fully afſfured and confident, that his 
Wife and Palura have dcfiled his honour, and his bed, by committing adultery together, when 
vowing a ſharp and ſpeedy revenge hereof, he (with a panting heart, and trembling hand) 
Layes the velvet purſe again in the Cabinet, then locks ir,, as alſo her cloſct and chamber door, 
having firſt left the keyes again in the pocket of his Ladics gown, and ſo comes down into the 
Hall, among his ſervants, as if he were happy toknow that, which ic is his miſcry, brcaulc he , 
cannot be ignorant thereof. 

By this timc his Wife the Lady Bellinde is returned from Churchz he dines with her, and 
yet he cannot difſ:mble his diſcontent and malice againſt her ſo artificially, but that ſhe ob» 
ſerves ſome diſtember in his looks, and extravagancy in his ſpeeches, but ſuch js her pride, as 
ſhe is no way either curious or carcfull thereof, nor as much as once ſurmiſeth of what he had 
now p:rform:dand afted. Dinner being ended, as ſoon as ſhe berak«s her ſelf to walk in the 
allics, and arbours of her dclicate garden, her Husband De Mora, and his jealous ard bloody 
reſolutions are walking a contrary way tg is ſonetled wich jealouſie, ard ſtung to the heare 
with malice and revenge ; as he aſcends to his armoury, takes down an excellent ſword and 
b:lt, a caſe of ker Pifols cach whereof he chargeth with two bullets, cals for Emanzel do 
Ferallo his Ladies Gemleman-uſher, who was a very proper young man, both of his perſon and 
hands, bids himto cauſe two of hir beſt great ſaddle horſes ſpeedily ro bz made ready, aid 
wils him to accompany (him to the Town of Arrai4llos. Ferallo performs this order of his 
Lord, and then tels him chat he will go into the Garden, and acquaint his Lady and Miſtrits 
with his abſcncc, and to receive her commands before his departure, but his Lord commands 
him to the contrary, and neicher to ſee or ſpeak with her z ſo they take horſe and away. Now 
within halfan hour after, the Lady Bellinde returns from the Garden, and underſtanding of 
their departare, wo in regard of the ſuddenneſs and unexpeRtation thereof) knows not what 
to ſay or think thercof, or whither, or about what buſineſs they are gon z bur (he neither once 
dreatns norcconceives ſo much as a thought, that her huzband De Mora had found her ſweet + 
heart Palure's Letter, much lefs that he had any malicious or deſperate attempt, ſo ſuddcnly 
to put in __ againſt him for her regard and cauſc, as to ride to Arraiellss to him, to 

wi Im. 

The youth and beanty of his young Wife and Lady Bellinda, arming him with jealouſie 

and this jealqufie with irreconcilcable malice and revenge againſt * wry he cruelly efabvieg 


to make his body and life pay dear for it, ridcs away towards his houſe neer Arraiallos . 
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and ſtaying ſome halt a quarter of a Leap uz from ic in a fair green meadow, ſends his man 
Ferallo to him, and praycs him ſpeedily to take his horſe, and come ſpeak with him there, 
about a buſineſs which much imports his good-Feralle (knowing leaſt of this quarre), whereof 
his Lord and Maſter De Mora thought moſt) finds out Don Palzre at his houſe, and in reſpe&- 
full cerms delivereth him his mefſige, which Palure underftinding, his guilty conſcience 
makes him exceedingly co doubr, . and wonder of De Mora's intention and reſolution herein 3 
bat his laftful heart and aff. tions, looking more on the young Lady Bellinda his wife, than 
the old Lord De Mora her husband, he ſpeedily (withour avy ſervant of his) takes horſe and 
rides away with Fera{ls to him in the meadow, where De Mora (on horſe back ) impatiently 
attended his coming. Salutations being here ended between them, which Palurs obſerves 
in De More to be more ſhort than cerimonious, ard more abrupt chan reſpeRtull ) De More 
calls bis Man Ferallo to bim, and privately commands him to ride a meadow or two off, and 
not to dare offcr either to ſtir or draw, whatſoever he ſee paſs betwixt him and Palura, the 
which his Man Fera!{s obeyes,but with much wonder and admiration what this bufincſs mighe. 
mean or produce between them. Here De Mora very paſlionatcly and cholcrickly, chargeth 
Palurs for abufing and diſhonouring of him, by committing adultery with his wife Bellinda; 
the which Palura retorts to him as a foul ſcandal, and falſe aſperfion, and (as ah honourable 
Gentleman) in his ſpeeches and anſwer,to De Morea, makes his own innocency, and his wife 
the Lady Bellndas chaſtity very apparent and probable: but theſe feigned excuſes and falſe 
oaths and ſpeeches of Paiure do no way (atisfic, but rather the more incenſe the jealoufic and 
inflame the malice and revenge of De More againſt him z whereupon he ſhews him his own 
Letter, and with much bitternefſe and vehemency demands him if that his own hand-writing 
donot palpably convince him of adultery with his Lady. Palurs is amazed at the bake & 
this his Letter, ſo that bluſhing for ſhame, he cannot here yet refrain from looking pale with 
grief and anger thereat, nevertheleſs he will nor be ſo ingrateful to the beauty and affcion of 
Bellinda to think that (hc hath betrayed bimyby delivering up this bis Letecr co her Hui bandybut 
rather (giving a good interpretation and conſtruftion to the purity of her intents and affei- 
ons towards him) he believes with confidence, that he had (inifterly and ſurrepticiouſly betray» 
ed her thereof, whereapon to fortific her reputation, and to vindicate and cleer his own inno+ 
cency , he (with high words and loud cracks) proteſteth his Letter to be falſe, ſuborned,none 
of his, and that ic was written by ſome Witch or Devil, and ſent by ſome treacherous 
of his, purpoſely to affront bim, and to diſgrace his vertuous, chaft, and innocent Lady Bel- 
linda ; but theſe feigned palliating excuſes of his, cannot paſs currant with the jcaloufic and 
revenge of De More , who now ('to reduce contemp!ation into aRtion)tels Palara that nothing 
but his death can expiate and ſatisfie this bis crime, and therefore (on horſe-back as he wa) 
draws his (word, and bids Palure do the like. The which Palure hearing and ſecing , he 
equally for the preſervation of Bellindes honour, and his own life (aza brave and gener 
Gentleman) likewiſe draws as highly diſdaining to kave his youth and courage outbraved by 
. this old Cavalier ; but here b:fore they begin to fight, Palure with many ftrong reaſons, and 
; pathetical perſwafions, again and again praycs De More to defilt from the combat, and to reſt 
ſatisficd wich the truth of his Lady Bellindes honour, and his own innocency in this their ſup- 
ofed and pretended crime of adultery : but he ſpeaks tothe wind, for De More returns bim 
Lhe for words. 

The event and fortune of this their combat on horſe back is, that in two ſeveral meetings 
and incounters, Palzrs hath reccived no wound, but given De Afora two, the one in his neck, 
and the other in hislcfe arm, whereof he bleeds ſo exceedingly as he begins to diſpair of the 
vitory, and with his Piſtols to provide for his own _ and life 3 they by a mutual conſent 
divide themſelves a little diſtance off to breath. When Palure a—_—_ horſe a little too 
ſtrait, and his horſe being hot and furious, and by meer ſtrength and aig ax 
Mora with his watchful and vigilant cyc taking the advantage of this favourable accidenc, 
(when Palure never once dreams or thinks of Piſtols) ſpeedily puls his ewo Piſtols forth his 
pocket, and moſt baſely and treacherouſly, with the firſt ſhoots him chorow the head , and 
with the ſecond into the reins of his back, of which mortal wounds he preſenaly fell off from 
his horſe dead tothe ground, having neicher the power to repent his fins, nor the grace or hap- 

incſs to pray unto God for the ſalvation of his own ſoul, and thus was the untimely end, and 
amentable death of this valiant young Cavalier Palure. | 

De More ſeeing Palura dead, and having more reaſon outwardly to rejoyce in this his victo- 
ry,than inwardly in the cauſe and manner thereof, he waves bis hankerchicfco his Man Ferallo , 
to come to him (who was an cye witneſs and ſpeftator and Co-mate) which he preſendly & - * 
dothto whom he ſpeaks thus, Grſt acquaint Polures ſervants in » that I have a 
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their Maſter in a ducl, then ride home and tell iny Wiic the Lady Belltyda, that 1 have {ene 
her Ruffian and adulterer Pa/ure to H:aven,and within fix dayes after come away to nte to. Lit- 
bme, whither I am now poaſting, when throwing him ſome gold to tor his juurney he takes 
leave of him and away, andat the verry nexc Town dreff:th his wounds which prove hope» 
full and not dangerous. | 

Now doth Ferallo (according to his Lords commiſſion and order ) inform Palura's ſer- 
vants of his death, and of his ſaid Lord and Mafters vi&ory, bur (tor his honour ar:d reputa- 


' tions ſake) conceals thathe baſcly and treacherouſly kild him with his Piſtols : they arc cx- 


eremely ſorrowful for chis his misfortunate cnd : fo whiles they terch home his hreathleſs - 
body, and prepare for his decent burial; Ferallo returns home and truly and punctually re- 
lates to his Lady Bellinda the ifſue of this combat 3, as alſo of his Load De Mora's (pecches 
which he command:d him to tell her, whom poor Lady is all in teares for the death of her 
lover Palura, and well ſhe might in regard ſhe loved him a thouſand timnes dearer than her 
own life, ſo upon the receir of this ſorrowful news, (he ſhuts her ſelf up in her chamber, and 
for many dayes together, her gricf andlamentations for his death are to inlinice, as (he will 
admit of no company, counſel , or conſolation whatſocver, ſh: confidereth how deeply the 
misfortune of this diſaſter will ſcandalouſly reflc& on hcr honour, and fall on her repurati- 
on, and therefore vows to requite Palurgs death ſevercly, and to revenge ic tharply on che life 
ofher Hazband De M.ra who was his martherer, at leaft when ſhe (hall be fo hppy, or ra- 
ther ſo miſerable ro ſee him return to her from Lisboxe. She exceedingly wondreth at his ſecrer 
malice, and ſydden indignation and reſolution cowards Palyre, but more at the cauſe there + 
of, and from what point of the compaſs, or part of heltghis furious wind ſhould proceed, 
when at laſt having nothing elſe capable tocomfor her, or to give truce to bes. tears, but the 
fighe of Paluras aforeſaid Letter ſent to her, the which in tender affcQion to him , ſhe for his 
ſake had ſo oftenp:ruſed and kiſſed ; ſhe therefore paſſionatcly and penlively flics to her cloſer 
and with aff:&ion and ſorrow to her cabinceto feaſt her eyes with the fight, and to delight 
and comfort her heart with the peruſal thereof, when (conrrary to her expcCation) ſhe finds 
the letter raken away , herother papers diſplaced, and her jewels reverſcd in her cabiner, 
and then ſh: knows for certain, that it is her huszband De Mora, who had thus rifled her ca- 
binet,-and-who had bereaved and robbed her of this ſweet Letter , which (ncxt to Palures 
ſight and preſenc:) was the chicfeſt joy of her heart, and the ſweeteſt felicity and conten: of her 
mind, the which conſidering, ſhe therefore abſolutely believer, that the deteRion and per- 
uſal of this Letter, was the ſole cauſe of her Lord and Husbands jealoufic, as that was of her 
ſweer Paluras d:ath, wherein indeed ſhe is nothing deceived, for ſome fix weeks after, here- 
earns home to her from Li:bone, where (in favour of his Noble birth and d:(cert, of his 
many great fricnds,and of a huge ſum of gon abſence of the Viceroy had obtained his 
pardon, fropithe Chamber of that City, and the very firſt Galurations that he gave his Lady 
ns (te which, Iknow not whether he delivered to her with more conten p, or cho- 
:r ) was thuy 

Minion ( wo he) how many prayers and orayſons haſt thou aid for the ſoul of thy Ruf= 
fan and adultcrer Palurs? when ſhe being exceedingly galled to the heart with theſe his ſcan- 
dalous ſpeeches, ſhe yer to juftifie her own honour and innocency, difſ:mbles her grief for P a- 
luras death, as much as her jealous Husband triumphs and inſults thereat, 2nd ſo frames him 
this ſhort reply, that Pa/ure was not her adultcrer, but a Gentleman of honour, and therefere 
ſhe beſoughc God to forgive him his own beynons (in and execrable crime ſor ſo foully and 
baſely murthering of him. De Mora nctled with this his Ladies apology and juſtification, 
which he knew to be as falſe as her, and Palzras crime of adultery was erne, he prodaceth 
this lctcer co her, then reads it her, and in a great rape and fury immediately tears and burns 
it before her face 3 now although the ſight and knowledge of this letrer, as alſo h:r huzbands 
burning thereof doth cxccedingly vex and perplex our Lady Bellinde, yet fhe was herewich 
no way daunted, but again very boldly ecls him ; that ſhe cannot prevent any Gentleman to 
wrice and {:nd her a Letter. and although in the conclufion of this his Letter to her had fim- 
ply and ſiniſterly mentioned kiſſes and embraces, yet ſhe peremptorily vowed and ſwore to 


' him, the ficſt had nor exceeded the bounds of civility, nor the laſt violated the laws and rulcs 


of honour, ſo wiſe and policick was ſhe in her anſwers,and ſo falſe and hypocrital in her jufti- 
fication towards her husband. 

The which he well obſerving, and underſtanding, as alſo with what a pleafing grace ſhe 
ſpake it, his own Juſtfull age, yet ftill doting on the freſhneſs of the youth and beauty of this 
his young wife, ſeeing that Palure (who was the cauſe and objeRt of his jcalcufie) waxnow 
removed and dcad, he therefore for the preſervation of his own honour and reputation in that 
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of his Ladics, doth content himſclffo far as to bury the greateſt part of bis diſcontent and jea- 
Jouſic againſt her, in theduft of oblivion, or in that of Palure's grave, and to that end he af- 
fords her his cable (till, and his bed ſometimes, as if that obligation of courtefic, would reclaim 
her laſcivious thoughts, and again call home her wanton defires to chaſtity and honour, nc- 
verthelcſs the berter to cffeC& and compaſs it, he much reftrains her of her former liberty, and 
dcebars her the company and fight of all Gentlemen whatſoever that come to his houſe. A 
peeviſh caſtome, which the husbands of Spain, Portugal, and lealy, tyrannically uſe towards 
their Ladics, whereas contrariwiſe the Ladyes and Gentlewomen of England and France, 
are far more happy, becauſe more chaſte and honourable towards their Husbands in uſing, and 
not abufing this cheir liberty and freedom. 

Bellinds with a watchfal cye, and a wanton heart obſcrves theſe paſſages and comportments 
of her husband De Afora towards hers and in obſerving laughs ax them; but becauſe her 1a- 
ſcious minde inceffancly tcls her, that there is no hell to that of a diſcontented bed, therefore 
hating his age as much as he loves her youth, her Palurs being dead, ſhe forthwith reſolves to 
make joice of another lover, and at what rate ſocvernot to trifle away her time, and her 
youth idely, bur to paſs it away inthe amoroug delights of carnal voluptuouſneſs and ſenſuali- 

To which cftc& miſſing of oth:r Gentlemen (and therefore enforced to make a ver- 
rue of ncceſlity) ſhe forgetting her ſelf and her honour makes choice of Ferallo her own Gen- 
eleman-uſher, a man every way as proper as ſhe is fair, and as well timbred as ſhe is beautiful, 
and neer of her own yeart, which as yet had not exceeded oneand twenty : to Feralls there» 
fore ſhe freely imparts her affeions and favours, who as freely reccives and as joyfully and 
amorouſlly cntertains both her and them, ſo that, to write the beſt of truth and modeſty, 1 
muſt here affirm, that as ke was formerly his Ladics Uſher, now he makes himſelf his Lords 
follower; and (unknown to him) very often ties her ſhooe-ftrings, and takes up her mazk aud 
gloves for her, and many times when the old Nobleman is aſlcep, then this ignoble couple of 
unchaſtc lovers are waking to their obſcene pleaſures, and ſecretly ſacrificing up their laſcivi- 
ous defires to wanton Cupid the Son, and to Juftful Verus the Mother, but they ſhall finde 
worm-wood interwixcd inthis honey, and gall in this ſugar. 

For three moneths together onr Bellinda the Miftriſs, and Ferallo the Man, drown them- 
ſcly:s i1 the impicty of theſe their carnal delights and pleaſures, as if they made it their fclici- 
ty and glory to continue the prattiſe and profeſſton therof,but at the end and expiration of this 
time, as cloſcas they bear this their adulterous familiarity from De More , is comes to his 
knowledge by an uncxpeted accident and means, for the r muſt underſtand, that Fe- 
rallo was herctofore diſhoneftly familiar, with his Bellindes waiting Gentlewoman named 
Herodia, who (under pretext and colour of marriage) he had many times uſed, at his laſci- 
vious pleaſure, ſothat Herodia ſeeing that Fera/les affettions were now wholly tranſported 
from her (cIf to her Lady Bellinde, and that ke ted and diſdained her, to embrace and 
adore the other, ſhe is ſo inraged with jealoufic at the knowledge and confideration thereof, 
as ſhe cals a counſel in her heart and thoughts, what ©o do herein , how to prevent it, and 
again how to reclaim, and regain Fergllo and his aff:Qion, from her to her (lf, and ſhe 
is ſo inflamcd with jealouſic towards them, as ſhe can reap no peace by day of her mind, nor 
reſt by night of her heart before ſhe have effeRed it 3 to which end, having ran over a whole 
world of remedies and expedients,ſhe at laft reſolves on thiszto acquaint ber Lord and MaſterDe 
More with this unchaſte and obſcene familiarity, berween his Lady Bellinde and her lover Fe- 
rallo, and her rage is ſo outragious as wirh infinite malice and celerity ſhe performs it, At 
which uncxpeRcd and unwelcomed news , our old Lord De Mora hath now his heart a new 
(et on fire wich jealouhie and malice both towards his Lady, and her uſher Feralls, ſo that he as 
ſoon bcelicves as underſtands this their adultery without ever making a ſtand either to confider 
the truth, orto cxamine the circumftances thereof, whereupon to make ſhort work, and to 
provide a ſpeedy remedy for this unfortunate diſaſter, and diſeaſe ; he without ſpeaking word 
of it, cither to his Lady Bellinda, or to Ferallo, ſuddenly caſhiercth him from his houſe and 
ſervice, and in ſach diſgraceful manner, as he will not ſo much as permit him to know the 
reaſon hereof, or to ſec, or take leave of his Lady and Miftriſs, and from thencefore De More 
looks on her with infinice contempr and jealoufic, For it gals him to thehearr, firſt to remem- 
ber her diſhonour, and diſhonefty with Palura, and now far more to know that ſhe is doubly 
gulity thereof with her own domeſtick Servant and Gentleman-uſher Feralloz whereforc he 
again rcftrains her of her liberty, and his jealouſic ſo far exceeds the bounds of judgement, 
and the limits of reaſon, as he will difficultly permit her to ſce any man, or any man to ſee 
her, but as Rivers ſtopped do ſtill degorge with more violence, and overflow with more im- 
petuoſity, ſo Belinda takes thisnew jealoufic of her old hueband, and this ſudden exile and ba- 
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niſhment of Feralls hec lover and Gentleman-ulher in extreme ill part, and (after (hee hath 
wept and ſighed her fill chereat, ſhe then believes che prime and original cauſe thereof, to 
roceede from the malice and jealoulie of her waiting Gintlewoman Hered:s : wherefore be.. 
ing infinitely deſpighted and incenſed againſt her; ſhe (in her dear love and affeftion to Fe. 
ralls) torequite her huzbands courtelie, very diſcoucteouſly turns her away, and for ever ba. 
niſhed her, her houſe and ſervice, and co write the truth, Ferallo likewiſe in hatred and ma 
lice to Herodia, will from thencetorth neither ſce nor ſpeak with her more, Butts verifie th: 
Engliſh Proverb, chat love will eceep where ic cannot go, alchough De Mzra baniſherh Fera!- 
b from his houſe, and reftraineth his Lady Bellinda of her liberty in his houſe , yet ſome- 
times by day and many times by night, they (by the aſſiſtance of ſome ſecret Agents or Art. 
baſſadours of love) do in the arbours of the Gardens, and in ſome other cut rooms of the 
houſe very amorouſlly mcer, and moſt laſciviouſly kiſs and embrace together. They hold ma- 
ny private conferences on their unlawful affcRions, and many fecret conſulcations upon their 
unjuſt diſcontents : ſo at laſt both of them joyning in one wicked heart and mindc, and (as 
matters are ti!] be{t diſtinguiſhed by their contraries) finding each others company fiveet, and 
their ſequeſtration and ſeparation bitter, they ſo much forget their {lves and their ſouls, and 
ſo much flie from Keayen and God, to follow Satan and Hell, as both of them believe and re- 
ſolve, they can have no true or perfe& content on Earth before De Mora be firit ſeat ro Hea- 
ven 3 now upon this bloody deſign they agree, and upon this hclliſh plot they fully reſolve, 
only the gordian knot which muſt combine and linke faſt this foul bulineſs is, that De Mora 
being dead, Bellizdz muſt ſhortly after marry her Geatleman-uſher Fera!lo, whercynto with 
as rwuch joy as vanity ſhe cheerfully conſenteth, when they are ſo prophane as they ſeal this 
their ungodly contrat wich many oathe, and ratific and conficm ic with a, world of kiſles, 
and then of all violent deaths, they reſolve on that drug of the Devil, poyſon, fo wichous 
either the fear or grace of God, they of Chriſtians meramorphoſe and make themſelves De- 
vils, and Ferallo buying the poylon, Bellmda very ſecretly and ſubtilly in diec drink and 
broath adminiſtreth it unto her Lord and Husband De More, which being of a languiſhing 
vertue and operation, he within Ic{s than four monechs dies thereof; when with much cott 
and a wonderful exteriour ſhew ofgriefand ſorrow, ſhe gives him a ſtately funeral, very an- 
ſwerablec to the luſtre of his name, and thequalicy of his dignity and honour , but God in 
his due time will pull off che mask of this her monſtrous hypecrifie, and infernal prophan- 
neſs, Oaurjealous old Lord De More being thus layed and raked up in the duſt of his untime- 
ly grave, his joyfull forrowtul widow the Lady Bellindz, according to her promiſe, to the 
grief of her Father Curſoro, to the wonder of Stremos, and the admiration of all Portugal, 
marries with chis her Gencleman- uſher Fera!ls ; but ſuch Iuftful and bloody mar: iages, moſt 

commonly meet with miſerable ends 
For fix monetht cogether, Fera!lo day and nigas keeps good correſpondency in the perfor- 
mance of his affeQions to his old Lady and Miltriſs, and now his new wite Bell/ixdz, and al - 
though they a:e unequal in birch and rank, yer marriage having now made them equal, they 
mutually kiſs and imbrace with as much content as defirez but at che end of this ſmall parcel 
of cime ; ſatiety of his uxorious delights and pleaſures makes him negle&y], and which is 
worſe contemptible thereof, (a baſe ingraricude, bur too often ſabjeR eo men of his infeciour 
rank and quality, and which the indiſcretion of Ladies of honour, very often payes dear tor, 
as buying ic many times with infamy, but ſtill wich repentance) ſo that for ten nights, and 
ſom-times for fifceen together he never kiſſed or imvraced her ; which unkinde ingratitude of 
his, and reſpeAleſs unvaluation of her youth and beauty, as alſo of her rank and means makes 
the Lady Bellinda his wife to be as hot in choler cowards him, as he is cold in affe&ion and 
love towards her. Bur to aſcend co the head-ſpring of this bis diſcourtefie towards her, and 
ſo torfetch and derive it from its own proper original, we muſt know that Fera!'s was fo viti- 
ous, inconftant, and baſe, as now he js deeply in love wich a new waiting Gentlewoman of 
his Ladies named Chriſtalina, a ſweet young Maiden, of ſome eighteen years of age, tall of ſta- 
ture and (lender of body, and whoſe beauty was every way as clear and pure as her name, and 
yet whoſe maiden-head (with a few rich preſents and many poor flattering oaths and falle 
promiſes) he had ſecretly purchaſed and gotten from her; ' yea his affeRtion was fo fervent to 
her,that parr of the day could not content his lifful defires, but he forges himſelf fo far, as 
b-fore his Ladies noſe, and almoſt in her fight, he muſt Iye with her whole nights, and which 
is worſe, almoſt every night without ſo much as once thinking of his own wite the Lady Bel- 

linda, or either loving what fle cared for, or caring for what ſhe loved. 

But Bellinda eſteems her (elt coo good a Gentlewoman, and coo great a Lady to be thus 
out-braved and diſgraced by a Taylors Son (for ſo was Ferallo) and therefore conſequently 
her 
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her heart 13 £00 well lodged, and roo high fixed and ſeated in the degree of her high diſcene 
rhusto receive and ſuffer an affront, by a man of ſo low a beginning and ſo ignoble a quality 
and extrattion as he was , and whom ſh: had raiſed from nothing, and conferred and honeu- 
red him with hcr affe&ion, and b:d, and of her ſervant made him her husband, when for the 
ſpace of {1x moneths together having continually uſed the beft of her art, and the chicfeſt of 
her power, her ſweeteſt perſwafions, and her moſt ſurged prayers and ſolicitations to make 
him abandon her Maid Chriftaline, and fo again to reclaim him and his aff:&ion from her to 
her ſclf, bur ſeeing all her care vain, and her prayers andintreacics towards him to prove fri- 
volous, ſh: at laft (conſulting wich Satan, and nor with God )begins to aſſume bad thoughts 
and rev<ngeful malice againſt him, for this his foul difloyalty, and baſe ingratitude and inhide- 
licy towards her ; bur ficft befor attempts ir, her turbulent and reſtleſs jealoufi:, makes her 
rclolve ro try another conclution, which is to put off this her waiting Gentlewoman Chriſts- 
tina from her ſervice and attendance , in hope that Fere!lo her huzband would then thereby 
likewiſe pur off himſclf and bis affc&ions from her, but this proje& and reſolution of bers 
reaps no ſucceſsful iffue according to her defires, but receives end, as ſoon as —_— For 
he is till fo deeply enamoured, and fo conftantly cffeted ro Chriftaline, as he will neither per- 
mir nor ſutf:r it, but in diſpite of his Lady Bellinds, and of all her fighs, tears, and prayers to 
the comrary , he kifſcth her in her fight, and (cuftome now making him licentiouſly bold 
and impudent) he in this his ſottiſh tamiliarity with her, ſers her at table wich himſelt and his 
wife, and in her preſence, and before her face, termes her his dear, his love, and his ſweet- 
heart : adiſgrace of ſo unkind a nature, and diſcourteous a qualicy, as ſhe highly difdains 
long to ſuffer or digeſt it at his hands. So that ſeeing no hope of amendment, and therctore 
deſpairing of any reformation thereof in him, ſhe reſumes her tormer bad and bloody thoughts 
againſt him, and ſo perewptorily and definitively reſolves to murther him. Her jealauſic makes 
her cbus malicious, her malice thus revengefull, and her revenge thus bloody hearted and 
handcd cowards him. She cannct be content to pace, bur ſhe will ride poafſt ro her confuſi« 
on, by heaping crime upon crime, and murther to murther, ſhe hath formerly poyſoned her® 
fictt husband D: Mora, and now ſhe reſolves to ponyard to death Feralls her ſecond, as if one of 
theſe rwo bloody fins and crimes were not enough capable, rg make her as miſerable, as 
ſhe falfly chinks her ſelfhappy, in the performance and execution thereof. theſe are the 
bicter truics of jealoufic,and rhe ſharpe cffcRts and choler, malice, and revenge which moſt com> 
monly ſtream and proceed from ir, 

Whilcs thus her quondam Gentleman-uſher, and now her unkind and diſloyal kusband 
Ferallo ( without fear or care) is wallowing in his beaſtly pleaſures and ſenſuality with his 
ſtrumpecc Chriſtalina, this his ungodly wife, and revengeful Lady Belinda (with as much fe- 
crelic as treachery) is in requital thereof popng of him a bloody bandquet ; yea fo haſty is 
ſhc in her rage, and ſo outragious in this her revenge towards him, as (be will no longer be abu- 
ſed or defrauded by him, but thinks every hour an age , before ſhe have diſpatched him for 
heaven. She will no more be controuled and over. maſtered by him who was formerly her ſer- 
vant, and who firſt reputed it his greateſt happineſs to kiſs her hand, before ſhe vouchſafed him 
the honour to kiſs her lips, or which is more, the felicity to imbrace her in her bed. She now 

{ces with gricf, that he hath betrayed her in betraying, and conveying his aff:&ion from her 
to h:r Maid Chriſtalina , and therefore although ſhe hath caft away her favours on him, yer of 
the two, ſhe vows rather to caſt away him than her ſelf. No grace, no religion, not her con= 
ſcience, not her ſoul, nor the conſideration of heaven or hell can difſwade or keep her from 
this her bloody purpoſe, or divert her from the tration of this inhumane and cruel mur- 
ther ; but the very firſt night that he leaves her maid Chriſtaline, and lics with her ſelf, ſhe (be- 
ing purpoſely provided of a very ſharp and keen razor, which ſhe put in one of her gloves, and 
clapt it under her pillow ) at break of day as be lay in bed ſoundly ſleeping and ſnoring by her, 
(he as adevil incarnate cuts his throat, and leaves him ftruggling in the bed, and welecring in 
his blood, withour once having the power to think, to (oak ot God. 

Thus we have ſeen the bloody malice, and infernal fury and revenge of this execrable you 
Lady Belinda, in fo lamentable and cruel murthering her firſt and old husband De Mora, a 
now her young Ferallo, and becauſethe perpttration of theſe her inhumanc crimes and faCts are 
ſo odious to God, that their knowledge hath alrcady pierced the clouds, and their fight afcen- 
ded tothe ſacred preſence and tribunal of God, therefore his all-ſecing, and all-potent glori- 
ous Majeſty, being as impartial in his judgements, as diviac in his decrees, hath already (harp- 
ned bigh ſword of juſtice, and mad: ready his arrows of revenge, ſpeedily to inflit and give 
og puniſhment for the ſame, yea and far ſooner than cither (he thinks or drcames 
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- I. 9 An 


-- XDCTEBE—s ——_ 


430 = | Gods Revenge againſt eMuribder Book VI. 


Feralle, with wonderful ſecrefic, and buricd theſe bloody evidences thereof in the pond, with 


She having thus diſpatched this bloody bulineſs, and ſeeing her hutband Ferallo lics breath - 
I: in the bed by her, ſhe rifzth up, aud the better to colour out, and overyaile this herin- 
humane and monſtrous villany, ſhe takes this her dead husbands knife out of his pocket, and 
goring it all in his blood, ſhe leaves it on his pillow by him thereby (with as much bypocri- 
lic as treachery) to inſinuate a belicf and contidence in the opinion of all men, that ke had 
there murthered himſelf, and that infallibly he was the author and aftor of this his own de+- 
plorable death, which having performed, {h: takes on a fine clean holland ſmock, and puts 
off her cambrick one that ſhe wore, which as a fatal mark of her cruclty, and a prodigious 
banner of her inhumanity, was all tained and engrained over with her husbands blood, and 
wrappiug it up very cloſe together, ſhe therein likewiſe cnvcllops and enwraps her bloody ta- 
zor, and alſo a two pound braſs weight, thereby the better W make ir fink, for ſh: reſolves 
that very niorning to throw it into a pond : fo ſecret is the in contriving, and ſo policick in 
the concealing of this her cruel fact. The morn advancing to fix of the clock, which was 
dark, cloudy and obſcure, as if (by the ſecret apcm—_ and facred providence of God 
that the Sun (with his gliſtering beams)abhorred ro behold fo pirtiful and Iamentable a ſpefta- 
cle. Bellinds hath no ſooner apparellcd her ſelf, bur triumphing in this her falſe viftory and 
bloody conqueſt, and giving the murthered body of her husband a farewell, compoſed of ma- 
ny curſcs and cxeccrations, (he ſoftly ifſucth forth, clapping her bloocy imock and razer in 
h-r pocker, the which (to make ſure work) ſhe had tied faſtwith one ot her blew (31k garters, 
then locks the chamber door, and very ſecretly and ſurely conveys and throws in the key 
wichin fide, and then d:ſcends to the garden, where calling Helena (another of her wait- 
ing Gentlewoman to her?) ſhe bids her fetch her prayer book, and thus away ſhe goes towards 
thcic pariſh Church of St. Fulians on foot, which by computation was ſonic half a ſmall league 
off chcic houſe, and forbids any man ſervant to wait or attend on her taither. She is nor a 
furlong off, but che more cloſ:ly to finiſh her defign, ſhe there purpoſely ſends awaymher maid 
Hel!ena to the pariſh Church before her, with this invented and colourable errand, to ſeek ont 


Her own Priclt, father Sebaftian 3 and to prepare him then to ſay Maſs to her, the which Hel- 


na doth. Now the midway between her houſe and the Church is a great deep pond, by 
che which ſhe isco paſs 3 but alittle before ſhe draws neer it, a poor old maimed Souldier, 
b-ing caſhiered from the Gariſon of the Caſtle of Caffcayes (named Roderigo) travelling to- 
—_ his home, and ſeeing this Lady all alone, and obſerving the ſweernls of her beauty, 
and the richneſs of her apparcl and attire, his poverty inforceth and incourageth him to re- 
queſt and b:g an almes ot her, the which with zauch humilicy be doth. But the Lady Bellin= 
das heart and thoughts, were ſo much ſurpriz:d and taken up with cruelty, as ſh: kacw not 
what belonged to charity, and therefore having other buſineſs and wind-miles in her head, ſhe 
is offended with Roderigo's begging importunity, as flatly refuſing to give him any almes, ſhe 
frgecs hce {cIffo far, as inſtead thereof , ſhe gives him many harſh words, and at laft ſends 
him away with ſome unkind and foul ſpecches ; the which poor Rederigo, took fo ill at her 
hands, that (in the fumzs of a Souldicr) he once thought to have requited it either on her 
p:rſon, or her apparel z but then again (by her port and bravery ) deeming ker to be ſome 

reat neighbouring Lady, who that morning had parpoſcly Icft her followers to take ths 
F weetnels of the air, and therefore fearing his danger more than he loved his profit , he aban- 
doneth ihat_cholerick and infolcnt reſolution of his, when taking his leave of her, he ſome 


two buts length from her, betakes him to fit down at the foor of a great Pincapple Tree, 


whcre he might ſee her, bucnot ſhe him 3 and there Jooking after her with an eye of diſcon- 
tent and indignation, hc bewailes his wants and hard fortune, and alſo condemneth the obdu- 
ratcneſs of this unknown Ladics uncharitable heart towards hing, and inquiring afterwards of 
a milk-maid which pafſcd by what ſhe was, he is informed that ſhe is the Lady Bellinda, wi- 
dow tothe dead Lord Alonſo de Mora, and now wife to Don Emanuel de Ferallo, who hercat 
doth not alittle both grieyc and wonder, that ſo rich and great a Lady was guiley of fo much 
uncharitableneſs. By this time ſhe being arived to the » looking about her, and believing 
that mort-1 eye had ſeen her, (hz therein throws her bloody ſmock and razer {which as former- 
ly I have ſaid ſhe tycd faſt together with one of her blew filk garrers) and the ponderofity of 
the braſs weight made ir inſtantly to fink to the bottom, whereof {he being infinitly joyful, 
a way fhe trips to the Pariſh Chareh, and there hears Maſt, and mumbles' out many Ave Ma- 
ries, and Pater nefters to her ſelf; but the whole world in general, and the Reader in particular 
may imagine with what a foul conſcience, and ulceratcd ſoul, ſhe then and there performes this 


hcr devotion. | 
Now although this our wretched Lady Bellinda have murthered this her ſecond hntband 


ſuch 
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ſach admirable care and privacy that ſhe thinks i wholly impolſible 'tor all he | 
earch to reveal it; loe ifearth cannot, ain, Longer + ITS | 
pe let me in the nanny and ar abs angel the Chriftian Reader | 

ere to nl wich me, as Erc 00d and at th | | 
: yn yt ___ ot mercy and goodqels, at the pro- 


io hits and revenge 
acid piiniſhimenc thereof ; for he mult know and nd, that is ſeerns God had 
purpoſely brought; placed and ſeated this old weary meiatcd Souldier & 6- 


Pine Tree, to be a iaftrumene of tis praiſe, and 4 1 
verer both for his ſacred juſtice and divine honour : for | 


inde carried away her heart and charity from bim; yer(azif 
Iy power an eel iolyace) Zocor conld nope y 
dl fkck mee, 


cloſely as ſhe threw this bloody cloth into che | 
and pelpebly diſcernes the 
els eſs 3 whi ng and ing with bimſe]f | 
thar this gallant proud pry Munn might be as unchaſte and laſcivious as ſhe 
was fair, and as vitions as ſhe was young; God (wich bis immediate finger )im- 
prin e4 in his thoughts, and in in his heart and mind, chat cicher her (elf,or 
ſome one of her waiting Geatlewoman had had ſome baſtard,and that ſhe had nuc- | 
thered it, andnow thrown it into the pondz ang was ſo firongly polſeiied of this 
conceit and belief, thac neither day or nor, nothing ander Heaven could 
beat hitn from ic,but for a whiles he reſolves to conceal this conceic to 
elf, as referring the truth thereof to time, and the ifſue to, God. 
And here the ord & of our Hiſtory cals us again from Rederige. to Bellindes, who 
as ſoon as Maſs is don:, (with her malig On oman Hellexe ) returns home 
to her houſe, ard by that time og aries jc is nine of che. dock, where (pur- 
ding pleaſant face upon her falſe heattz and a ſweet countenance upon her ſoyled 
ſinful foul) he preſently inquires for her huaband Dos Fere{lo, her fervancs 
make anſwer that th. y have not ſeen hini to day, and that they think he is ill in beds | 
wheteat ſhe mufing and wondering, in regard he was not accuſtomed to (iep at ſo | 
high an hour , (be therefore ſends ſome ot her ſervants to his chamber eo ſec if he be | 
Rirring,bur finding his chamber door locked,% calling aloudto him they can ger no | 
anſwer tron him,the which they return & report eo their Lady Bellinde, who ſcems» | 
ing exceedingly to doubt and grieve thereat, ſhe (far mdre perpleted in counte- 
nance than heart) wry wich them again t© her huzbands chamber, where they 
all cal and knock aloud at the doar to and ſhe far louder than chem all, bus 
in vyaln, for ftill chey hcar no news either of him or from him, whereat ſhe begins 
(ontwardly) to tremble with a *and fcar, and ſo commands them to 
force open the door of his chamber, which they ioftaruly do, where they ſee their 
Lord, and ſhe her tiusband Ferells $0 lic breathleſs in his bed, all begored 'and 
wang his hot and warm blood, with his throae cut, whereact his ſervants for 
true grief, and his Lady Beli:da for falſc ſorrow, make a lamentable crie 
itcifal out-cry in his chamber, which is over-heard in all the houſe, bur | 
[the Lady Bellinds her ſelf, who fo artificially diflembled her joy, and ſo paſſionate- | 
ly makes a ol cxmains gle and an, for this deplorable death of 
her Lord and husband, both to her ſervants and to God, that ſhe is all in tcars, and 
cannot, becaufe ſh: will not be comforted thercat : an; A the chamber door 
locked, the key wichir = ide, and his own bloody knife on 
cafily refolve and conclude that this their Lord and'maſtcr Fers!tb bath wilful- 
ly made himſclf away, and is undoubtedly the auchor of his own death 3 which opi- 
. nion and refolution.of the ſervants, th inds ({ 
her _ reliſhzth wich much applauſe, and 
ons and ſorrows the more apparant to them,and in them 
ſhe dorh nor refrain from cxcellive i i 
Corigidores of Stremos with | 


which is tnore 
TOY 


corpruntouched in the bed, to acquaint the crimi 
this pirriful accidcar, who come, and being amazed at this bloody diſafter and ac- 
cident of Feralls, they viewing the infivicy of his Ladicstcars, and che ſorrowſul 
complaints and cxclamations of his ſervants,as alſoconfj their ſerveral depo» | 
ficioas and<xaminations, and ſeeing they found hischamber faſt locked, the | | 
key within-fide, and his own bloody knife by him on his ] wg they all concur 
them in opinion about the NO qualicy of his deatb, 
' 
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believe and affiemy that be itely made trimfelf away, which inion of 
- _ ed, novel th Stremer; Wc al th aſe 


. curfous' wits (in tepatd of Bellnde's 
wento@difpofition? yery WAS keto, And 
onng widdow, (the berter to ſnpport ber fatne and 
thiy her ſecond hurband Ferals with all requiſite 
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of God(conguted by hix divine pleaſure, and 
$0.00 Poahy par eel dl and Girely, 
btir lame old Souldier Roderigo co 
itt che Canie man, 
ſome dead child, 
ad, and his beart 
inceſſaacly prompted by his jon, doth' ffill confidently ſuggeſt and. aſſure 
him, that chat bloody cloth of hers contained fome. ſecret, and Inyelloped ſome 
thamefal myſterietowards her, which be thinks all the watet of the pond could 
notdeface or waſh away : ſo thathenow underftinding of her hutband Fergl/s; 
diſaftcrous bloody end, doth no way dimini(b,but rather every way augment this 
his ſuſpicion and jealoufic hereof, * We muſt farther underfiand, that Rogerigo 
(the berrer to refecih his body, "£0 repleniſh his'parſe, and to repair his apparel, 
tizies fome three weeks in Stremor, -and although he be a Souldier, and haye his 
ſword by his fide; yer being out of ation and pay, hes not aſhamed tobeg, che 
alm:s and courcelies of the Genflemen, Ladies and Gentlewytcn both in and 
neer about that-Cizy. Amongſt the reft underſtanding; of the Lady Belligds's 
cat w alth and dignity, he therefore hopes ;' that her new ſorrows 
ok che untimely deach of her husband will now tnake her erm Troeg re to his 
povercy in her houſe, as lately ſhe was diſcourteons and uncharirable to him in the 
ticlds:: wher:aponhe repaires thither to her," but for three "daſes together, he is 
not- fo happy to wich her, 'or to ſce her, but being till preſt by his poyerty, 
and -again emboldned by the conſideration of what he ſaw her cuft into the pond, 
he the fourth day finds her walking in the next meadow adjoyning to her houſe, 
attended by ewo of her-men-ſervancs, and twowalting Gentlewomen all clad in 
mourning apparel :- when (with a boldnefs worthy of a poor diftrefſed Souldier) 
he advanceth tothe Lady Bellinds, where (interrupting her private walks, and 
diftraRing her ſecrer thoughcs and* meditations] | he with much obſervance again 
begs ſome charicy of her, whereat ſhe being offended, becauſe her heart and mind 
neicher Ws for an oldSouldicr, but were wholly fixed on ſame 
d:fircd new Gallane'young lmband'; ſhe very cholerickly difdains him and hjg 
requeſt, and with much paſſion ha ae (to uſe her own words) comman- 
derh her ſervanis'to ſee this bold beggerly Souldier depart and pack away, both 
from her and her' houſe. Roderigo hearing theſe het harſh and diſcourteous 
ſpecchcs, and-fecing her ſervants unkind uſage and enforcements towards him, he 
with much difcontent and choler leaves her houſe, but in requital thereof) vows 
that his revenge hall nos fo ſoon leave her : for this her ſecond affront to him puts 
him all in cholecr and fire cowards her, ſo that he vows to God, and ſwears to him- 
ſelf co uſe the beſt of his power ,” and to work the chicfcſt of his wits to 
hee diſgrace. -'When ſecretly and cffcAually informing himſe!f from others, that 
Do#t Gaſpar de More , who was nephew, and genecrall heir to her firſt Lord and 
husband Dor Alonſo de Mora, was at great variance, and bitter contentionin ſuit of 
law with hisAnne Be!/linde about ſome lands, *dnd much rich moveables and LItcn- 
{ils which ſheunhuſtly detained from him, and' therefore tht he would be* exceed- 
ing;gladto entertain any invention or propofition whatſoever, which might heave 
her our of the quice cnjoying| and” pofſcffion' thereof, ang thereby procure her ut- 
ter diſgrace and'rain. He repairs to him, atid ſecretly (yet conſtantly) acquaines 
him 3 that ſome three weeks finice, and the very morning, that Don Ferallowas 
found murthered in his bed, * he faw the Lady Bellinda his wife to throw a- whitc 


- and bloody linnen cloth into the pond, which was fome' half quater of a 


league from-- her howſe : whetein God' and his conſcience him ,. ſhe 


had wrapt and -dtowned ſome” baſtard-infant , either of hers, or one of her 


waiting Geittewomans, adding withall, chat he could not poſſibly have any _ 
rIbT eu F, O 
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. of his thoughts before he had imparted it to him, to the end, that he might reveal 
it to the criminal Judges (or Corigidorcs) of Srremes to hunt out and cxamine the 
trath _ REO 
Don Gaſpar de More doth as much rejoyce as wonder at this uncxpeftcd news,and 
becauſe his inveterate malice to his Aunt(in Law) Belinde perſwades him rather to 
then doubu it, therefore (as malice is till naturally ſwift and prone to revenge ) be- 
ing confident of the truth hereof;he leavexall other bufineſs, rides over to Stremos, 
and acquaints the Corigidores herewith, and taking Roderigo likewiſe along wich 
him, he alſo fails nqe very reſolutely to affirm, and moſt conttant!y to confirm|ſie £5 
them z which theſe wiſc and grave Judges underftanding, in honor to Gods 
ſervic? and glory, and in true obedience to his ſacred juttice (without any delay 
or procraſtination) take Dox Gaſper de More, the old Souldicr odedigo, and ſome 
three or four expert Swimmers along with them, and with hafte and ſecrefic ſpeed 
away to the pond 3 wherein after thoſe Swimmers had been a quarter of an hour , 
and curiouſly busked and dived in moft places thereof to find out this cloath, at laft 
(by the mercy and providence of God) one of them diving far better then the reſt, 
ſces and findes it, and ſwimming with his left hand, -brings it aſhore in his right 
hand to the Corigidores, who much admiring and rejoycing thereat, cauſe it 
ſcntly to be opened, where (contrary to all their expeRtations) they finde no 
childe, but (aswe have formerly underſiood) a cambrick ſmock, ' as yet all ſpotted 
and ſtained with blood, and eycd faft with a blew filk garter, and in ie a very ſharp 
2nd bloody razor, with a brafs weight ticd in all this, purpoſely to fink it in the 
. The Corigidores, Gaſper de More, and all the reft, are amazed and afto- 
niſhcd at the fight of theſe bloody evidences, when Roderigo again conſtantly ſwear- 
ing to them, that he ſaw the Lady Bellinda (with her own hands) throw this | e- 
tle linnen fardecl into that pond,the very fame morning that her husband Don Ferallo 
was found marthered in his bed; and the malicious curiofity of Geſper de More 
here finding the very two firſt andlaft letters of her name in the cambrick ſmock, 
the Corigidores then concur in one opinion (as ſo many lines which terminate in 
one Centre) that yet infallibly ic was ſhe and no other, who had ſo cruelly mur- 
thered hee husband Ferallo in his bed. —_ taking this bloody ſmock,razor, 
and garter with them, they with much zeal and ſpeed poft away to the Lady Bel- 
linds's houſe, to apprehend her for this foul and lIamentable murther, where crucl 
hearted and laſcivious Lady, ſhe is ſo far from the confideration of grace, or the 
thought and apprehenfion of any fear, as ſhe fears none, and which is wort ef all, 
not the power and juſtice of God himſelf; for ſhe is ſo immodeſt in her heart,ſoluft- 
ful in her converſation,as(notwithftanding her black mourning attire and apparel) 
that her firſt huszband was bur lately and now her ſecond not as yet cold in his 
rave, yet (with great varicty of mufick_) ſhe is here now in her houſe finging, 
Tencing, and revelling with divers young Cavalicrs, and Gallants, both of the Ciry 


and Countrey, as if ſhe had no other care, thoughs or bufineſs, but how to make ' 


choice of a third huzband, who might amorouſly pleaſe her luftful cyc and heart, 
and of no leſs then a pair of rm nr 4 gr ſhould laſciviouſly con» 
rent her wanton defires and affeQtions. 

But theſe wanton vanities,and vain and laſcivious hopes of the Lady Bellindz will 
now deceive her : for now the Lords appointed due time is come, whercin for theſe 
her two horriblemurthers comatandek the perſons of her two husbands, his di- 
vine and ſacred Majeftic is reſolved to pour down his puniſhments, and to 'thunder 
forth his judgements upon her, to her utter ſhame and confuſion. The 

reſolutely enter her houſe, and then and there cauſe the Sergeantsto apprehend her 
priſoner, whereat being ſuddenly amazed, and infinitely terrified, ſhe weeps, ſighs, 
and cries extreamly. But thoſc Cavaliers (I mean thoſe her ſuppoſed lovers, and 
fayorites) who were there iinging and dancing with her, neither cag or 
dare cither aflift, or reſcuc her. Now the plumes of her'prideand jollity are ſad- 
denly dejeted and fallen to the ground, yea her mufick is turned eo mourning, her 
linglng ro ſighs, and her dancing triumphs to tears. The enormity of her crime 
cauſe theſe Officers of jufticc, to ſee her conveyed to {wn without any reſpett of 
her beauty, or regard of her ſex and quality, where {he hath more leiſure given her 
to repent, then mcans how to remedy nc misfortuner- * 
t 2 c 


— 


434 Gods Revenge againſi «M1 urcber Book VL 


Te The next morning ſhe is ſent for before ber Judges, who roundly charge ber for 
cruelly murthering her huzband Dor Feral in his bed, the which with many tears 
and oathes ſhe ftoutly denies : then they ſhew her thoſe bloody evidences, her cam- 
brick [ſmock, the razor, her blew gazter, and the braſs weight, and alſo producejand 
confront Rederigo with her 3 who as before he had affirmed, now he ſwears, hc ſaw 
her throw this linnen fardel into the pond, the = that her hug- 
band Dor Ferallo was found murthered in his bed : and although hc the fight and 
knowledge hereofſhc is at firft wonderfully appalled and daunted thyrewith, yer her 
courage is ſo tour, as ſhe again denics it with many prophanc and fcirful afſcverati- 
ons, and delighteth to hear her ſelf make a tedious jnſtification, and a frivSlous apo- 
logy to her Judges for her innocency. But thoſe grave and prudepr Magiftratcs of 
jallice, who (in zeal to Gods glory) have eycsnot in vain in their heads, will give 
no bclicfcither tothe ſweetneſs of the Lady Bellinda's youth, or to the ſugar of her 
if and | but for the vindication of this crime, and of this truth, 
«wars the very next morning to the wrack, where(fuch is her female for- 
gicude)) as ſhe permits and ſuffers her (elf co be faftned thereunto, wich infinite con- 
and p » a38diſdaining that the torments thercof,ſhould extort ary truth 
from her tongue, to the prejudice of ber reputation, and to the ſhipwrack of ber 
and life, but herein ſhe reckons coo ſhore of God, and beyond her ſelf; for ſhe 
not that theſe corments are truly ſent her from God, and this her cou» 
rage fal{ly lent and given her from Setax for at the very firft wrench of the wrack, 
and mach of the cord, finding it impoflible that her tender body, and dainty limbs, 
can endure the cruelty of thoſe tortures, God puts this grace into her heart, thar 
with many fighs and tears, (be prays her Judges and eormentors to deſift,and ſo pub- 
likely confefſ:th that it was ſhe, and oncly ſhe, who had murthered her hutband Fe- 
rells, and cut his throat in his bed with chat very ſame razor. 

Upon which confeſſion of hers z her Judges (glorifying God for the dercQion of 
this cruel murther ) they (for cxpiation thereof rthwith adjudge and ſentence 
this wretched and bloody Lady Bellinds, to be the next morning burne alive with- 
outthe walls of Stremos, at Cafocr of the Caſtle, which is the deftined place of 
death for the like crimes and offendors, ſo ſhc being by them then again returned to 
priſon, that nighe (in Chriſtian charity) they ſend her ſome Prieſts and Nune, to 
dirc& and prepare her ſoul to heaven, for this her bloody and unnatural crime was 
fo odious $0 men, and ſo execrable to God, that ſhe could hope for no pardon of 
her life from her Judges although her ſorcowtul old father Curſors, with a world 
of tcars threw himſelf to their fect, and offered themall his lands and mears to his 
very ſhirt, to obtain it for her. 

All Stremos and the Countrey thereabouts reſound and talk of this cruel mur- 
thering of Ferallo, as alſo of his Lady Belbuda's condign condemnation to death 
for the ſame, and the next atcight of the clock, they all repair under the 
Caftle wall to ſee this execrable and unfortunate Lady there in flames of fire, to a& 
the laftſcence and cataftraphy of her life ; {he is conduſted thither by a S. Clgires 
Nun ap her right band, and a $. Fraxcis Fricr on her left, who joyntly charge hee 
upon peril of damnation, to disburthen her coaſcience and ſoul before (he dye, of 
Jn. crime whereof (he knows her ſelfguilty, the which ſhe ſolemnly 

religioully promiſeth them : about nine of the clock ſhe is brought to the fake, 
where ſhe ſces her ſelf empalled and ſurrounded firt with many logo, and them 
wich a very great concourſe and- confluence of people, here (he is fo irreligious in 
her vanity, that ſhe had caſt off her blacks and i dightcd 


her 
ſelfin a rich ycllow Satin Gown, wrought with flowers of filver, a fa Ruff 
about her neck, and her head covered with a pure white Tiffency rail laced and 
wrought wich rich cut-work, 28 ifſhe cared more for ber body then her ſoul, as if 
her pride and bravery would carry her ſooner to heaven, then her prayers and re» 


and 
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and Nun had tanc their laſt leave of ker, then (after ſhe had ſhed many tears on 
earth, and ſent and evaporated many fighs to heaven) ſhe wringing her handy. 
(whereon ſh: had a pairof ſnow white gloves)and caſting up her cycs towards God, 
at laſt with a faltering, and fainting voice ſpake thus, 

Ic is my crime and yoar charity good people which hath conduAed you hither to 
fee me a miſerable Gentlewoman here to dye miſerably. And becauſe it is now no 
longer time for me, 'to diffemble cither with God or the world, therefore to ſave 
my foul in heaven, though my body periſh here in earth, I {with much grief, and 
infinite ſorrow) do truly and freely confeſs both co God and you, that I am nog 
only guilty of one murther, bur of two : for az | now lately cut my ſecond husband 
Ferallo's throat, fol was ſovild and wretched heretofore, as to poyſon my firft 
Lord and husband De Afors. At which report and confefſion of this cxecrable La- 
dy Bellinda (in regard of the greatneſs of her Lord De Mor a's deſcent and Nobility ) 
al this huge concourſe of people (who are ſencibly touched with grief and forrow ) 
make a wonderful noiſe and out-cry thereat, and now in regard of this foul and 
double crime of hers, they look on her with far more contempt, and far leſs pitty 
than before. But ſhe being as patient as they arc clamorous hereat, and ſcein 
their cries, now again cried down, and well nigh drowned and huſhed up in fi- 
lence, recolle&ing her thoughts, and again compoſing her countenance, ſhe again 
very forrowfully continueth her fpecch £0 them ; I welt know, and indced I 
heattily grieve to remember, that theſe two foul and cruel myrthers of mine, make 
me unworthy either"to tread on the face of the carth, ortolook up to that of heg- 
ven, and in che middeſt of theſe my miſeries I have this confolation left me, thas 
in favour of my true confeſſion and religious repentance thereof to God, that God 
can be as indulgent and merciful tro mc, as I have been impious and finful to him 3 
the which that] may obtain , Ibcſeech you aH who arc here preſent, to joyn your 
prayers with me, and to God for me, andthis is the Iaft charity which | will begge 
and implore of you. - Now becauſe example is powerfull, and no example fo 
ftrong and prevalent , asthe words of the dying to the living, therefore (to Gods 
glory,and mine own ſhame) give me leave to tell you that two things eſpecially 
brought and induced me to commit theſe foul murthers, as they have now juftly 


brought me hither to ſuff:r death for committing them z firſt my negleRtof prayer , 
ought Secondly, che 


bring and lowing of my lacviona nad lf pleafuree, wich 7 ugh: 
(ti i my 5 - ougnt not 
to way done. The neglcR of the firſt proved the bane of my ſoul, and the per- 
formance and praRtice of the laft, the contagion and poyſon of my life, and both 
theſe two fins conjoyned and linked cr, enforce me now here to dye, with as 
much miſery and infamy, as without them I mighe have lived (and perchance li- 
ved long) in earthly happineſs and proſperity. O therefore gout people, bewarc 
by my woeful example, let my.crimebe your integrity, my fall your rifing, and my 
ſhipwrack your ſafety.As3 1 bear not hypocrific in my congue,ſo I willnot bear malice 
in my hcart. Therefore from my heart I forgive Roderigo for telling Gaſper de More 
he ſaw me caſt ſome bloody linnen in the pond. I alſo forgive Gaſper de More for 
informing the Corigidores thereof, and they for ſo juftfuly ing me to 
death. I alſo pray my father and parents to forgive me theſe /my foul crimes, and 
both to pardon and forget the diſhonour and ſcandal which the in of my 
death may refi;& and draw on them, Agd now Ir ccormeyd Ou all beſt 
Gvaur and moncy, and any ©4ul ro receive (alvacion ip hisblofſed K ory. 
The Lady Betlin4a having fintth=d rhis her fpcech, the hearing c crati- 
on thereof engendred much pitty and compaſſion in the hearts, and cauſed a world 
of tears inthe eyes of the beholders, and now ſhe prepares her ſelf for death, Here 
ſhe takes off her rings from her fingers, and her p:arl bracelets from her arms, and 
(as a token of her love) gives them to her waiting Gentlewoman Hellens, who is 
preſent and not far from her, moſt bitterly ſobbing and weeping becauſe ſhe can 
weep no more for the death of this her dear Lady and Miftriſs, who now repeats 
many private prayers and Ava Maries to her ſelf, when taking a ſolemn, and ſorrow- 
ful farwel of all the world ſhe puls down her vail over her ſnow-white cheeks, and 
then often croſling her ſelf with the fign of the Croſs, and faying her laſt in menus 
tuas, the cxecutioner (with a flaming torch) ſcts fire to the ſtraw and ——_— 
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of ſhe preſently dies, and in lcfs than an hour afier, her body is there conſumed and 
burnt to aſhes,at which all chat great concourſe of people and ſpeftators,(in favour 
to her youth & beauty )as much affcQing the picty of ber death,as they hare 8& deteft 
the cauſe thereof, 1 mean the infamy ard cruelty of her life, do with far more ſorrow 
than joy give a great ſhoux and out-cry» When the judges of that City now 
upon knowledge of this Ladies firſt horrible crime of poyſoning her firſt Lord and 
husband Dox Alonſo De Adora, they in deteſtation thereof, being not able to adde 
either worſer infamy,or merc exquilite,and exemplary torments to her living body, 
chey cherefore partly to be revenged on her dcad aſhes, do cauſe them curivully to 
be gathered up, and © in the ſame place (by the common hang-man)) before all 
the people, to be ſcattered and thrown in the air, whereat they rejoice and praiſe 
God , to ſee the world ſo fairly rid of ſo foul and bloody a female meontter. 

And thus was the untimely, 'Cand yet undeſerved) end of this laſcivious and 
cruel hearted Lady Bel/inds and in this ſharp manner did the Lord of Heaven and 
earch eriumph in is juſt revenge and puniſhments againſt her, for theſe ber wo foul 
and inbumane crimes of murthering her two husbands. May God (of his beſt 


*and divineſt mercy) make this her hiſtory and example, to ſerve as a cheyſtal mir- 


_ for - men, and eſpecially for all women, (of what condition and quality 
0 cver. 

And now Chriftian Reader, having by Gods moſt gracious aſſiſtance and provi- 
dence) here finiſhed this entire, and laft (volume of my fix books of tragical Hi- 
ſtories, if thou find that thou reap any profit, or thy ſoul any fpiricual benefit by 
the reading and peruſal thereof, then (in the name and fear of God) I beſeech 
thee to j oyn thy prayers and picty with mine, that as in Chriftians religion and 
duty we are bound, ſo for the ſame, we may joyntly aſcribe unto God, all poflible 
powcr, might, Majeſty, thankſgiving, dominion, and Glory both now and for 
ever, Amen, Amen, 
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